
University of Calgary

PRISM Repository https://prism.ucalgary.ca

Conferences Designing Libraries for the 21st Century Conference

2012-05-17

Designing Specialized Spaces in Libraries

Vaughan, Jim

Vaughan, J. "Designing Specialized Spaces in Libraries". Presented at Designing Libraries for

the 21st Century, May 16-18. 2012, University of Calgary, Calgary, Alberta, Canada.

http://hdl.handle.net/1880/49083

Downloaded from PRISM Repository, University of Calgary



  
   

    
  

 
 

 
  

   

Designing Specialized 
Spaces in Libraries 
The University of Chicago Library’s 

Special Collections Research Center 


Jim Vaughan 
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SCRC Gallery and Entry Before Redesign 



Redesigned Gallery and Entry 



Joe and Rika Mansueto Library 



Location of SCRC in relation to pathway to Mansueto Location of SCRC in relation to pathway to Mansueto 



Mansueto’s Impact on Special Collections 

 The construction of the pathway eliminated: 
 half of the existing SCRC exhibition gallery 
 the offices of the Director, Associate Director, and a 

Reference/Instruction Librarian 
 the secure hold room for daily staging of materials 

being consulted in the reading room and classrooms 
 the locker room 



SCRC Conceptual Planning Goals 

 Address not only the impact of the construction of 
the pathway to Mansueto 
but also 

 Enhance the visibility of and accessibility to Special 
Collections 

 Restore and improve the linked suite of SCRC first-
floor spaces 
 the exhibition gallery 
 the research and instructional service spaces 
 the public and staff spaces 



Booth Hansen Design 



Project Rationale 
 Pathway to Mansueto demolished key areas within Special

Collections essential to providing research and instruction 

 By undertaking this project in 2010, Facilities Services was able
to maximize construction efficiencies and synchronize the work 
with the Mansueto project work 

 By scheduling the SCRC construction to coincide with Mansueto
interior work within Regenstein, inconvenience to users and staff
was minimized; also, work was able to be completed by the time
Mansueto opened 

 If the project did not go forward as proposed, the pathway to the
Mansueto bridge would have run for a distance of approximately 
140 feet, walled on both sides by conventional plasterboard
largely unbroken except by doors into restrooms. Such a 
pathway would have undermined the architectural impact of the
entryway to Mansueto 



New Exhibition Gallery 



Printers’ Marks Display 



Reading Room 



Marie Louise Rosenthal Seminar Room 



New SCRC Classroom/Conference Space 



Outcomes for Special Collections 

New and renovated spaces that are 
 highly visible and inviting, and - 
 well-equipped for 

 presentation 
 interpretation, and 
 consultation 
of primary sources by individuals, 

groups, and classes. 

The classroom/conference space is a 
magnet for lectures and symposia. 



 

 

 

Thank you! 

Questions? 

j-vaughan@uchicago.edu 
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