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neutrality, balance, and reason. It provides research on strategies used and principles to guide 
discussions. 
 
Pace, D. (2003). Controlled fission: Teaching supercharged subjects. College Teaching, 51(2), pp. 42-45.  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/87567550309596410 
 
Emphasizing the considerable leeway that instructors have to shape student learning, this article provides 
ten strategies for planning a course that facilitates thoughtful discussion and debate around controversial 
topics.     
 
Payne, B K & Gainey, R R. (2003). Understanding and developing controversial issues in college courses. 
College Teaching, 51(2), pp. 52-60.  http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/87567550309596412 
 
This article provides an interesting multidisciplinary list of common controversial issues along with 
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An excellent resource with links to a number of other resources, but also numerous tips and 
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A brief exploration of how to find teaching opportunities in the moment by managing our own reactions, 
helping students to think productively about the issues raised during hot moments, getting students to do 
the work, directly addressing the issue and having a fallback position. Some tips for self-management are 
offered. 
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