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As of 2015, the Alberta Gambling Research Institute 
has now completed 15 very successful years of con-
tinuing contribution to gambling research. The 
range of grant options grew to include more grant 
types with the addition of leveraging grants and 
post-doctoral fellowship opportunities to comple-
ment its major, small and collaborative grants and 
most successful graduate and doctoral scholar-
ships. In its years of operation, the Institute’s well-
deserved reputation for high quality research is 
a compliment to the commitment of the research-
ers, Librarian, Board members, University Partners 
(Universities of Alberta, Calgary and Lethbridge), as 
well, of course, to the foresight of the Alberta gov-
ernment in providing funds to support indepen-

dent, academic research. This combination of talent and support resources has resulted in a strong and 
effective organization. 

I trust that the contents of this annual report will interest and impress you as you join me in reflecting 
on the activities and individuals who caused them to happen. One of the most significant activities was 
the planning and preparation undertaken for the relocation of the Institute’s administrative office from 
its location at the University of Alberta to the University of Calgary (as of September 1, 2015). 

In closing off this annual report, I am also retiring from my position as founding Executive Director of 
the Institute. It is with mixed feelings, of course, that I leave. I am reassured with the knowledge that 
the position is remaining in the very capable hands of Glenda Wong in the Institute’s new office. I wish 
her and all of the Institute’s contributors and supporters best wishes for continued success. It has been 
a privilege and an honour to serve in this capacity and to have developed so many friendships along the 
way.

With warmest regards,

Vickii Williams

Executive Director to August 31, 2015

On behalf of the Board of Directors I am pleased to present 
the 15th Annual Report of the Alberta Gambling Research 
Institute for the period ending March 31, 2015. 

The report summarizes AGRI’s continuing contributions to 
the understanding of gambling as a multidimensional hu-
man activity, and to broaden and deepen that understand-
ing.

We continue to use stakeholder consultations to ensure 
that these efforts include topics that are top of mind with 
our stakeholders, as well as anticipating new issues emerg-
ing through changes in social conditions and technology. A 
major challenge facing AGRI and other research organiza-
tions is to improve communications of research results to 
those who would benefit from them. 

AGRI’s initiative to assist the Partner Universities to increase the number of active researchers in the 
field continues. We now have two new faculty appointees hitting their stride and expect a third appoint-
ment imminently as the search for a suitable appointee nears its end. 

Over the past year the Board has taken steps to ensure a seamless transition of activities from the 
Institute’s former administrative hub at the University of Alberta to its new location at the University of 
Calgary for stakeholders.

As the current funding agreement with the Government of Alberta nears its conclusion, work is under 
way to prepare for discussions about the terms of a potential new contract. 

I would like to thank my colleagues on the Board for their generous contributions of time and effort. 
I would like to thank retiring Board Members for their important contributions, including Dr. Lesley 
Brown and Dr. Robert Wood of the University of Lethbridge, Dr. Keith Dobson of the University of Calgary 
and Dr. Don Schopflocher of the University of Alberta.

Sincerely,

Dr. Seamus O’Shea

Message from the Board Chair Message from the Executive Director
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About the Alberta Gambling Research Institute 
(AGRI) 

Back Row (L-R) 
Matt Letts, Erin Gibbs van Bruschot, Sandy Dougall

Middle Row (L-R)
Cam Wild, Tom Strong

Front Row (L-R)
Seamus O’Shea, Rhys Stevens, Vickii Williams, Nady el-Guebaly

institute Board

The Institute is governed and managed by an eight mem-
ber Board consisting of two directors appointed by and 
from each Partner University, an external member ap-
pointed by the Minister of Finance, and an external 
Board Chair appointed by the Vice Presidents, Research, 
of the Partner Universities. The Research and Executive 
Directors serve in advisory roles on the Board. [for bio-
graphical information, see ‘Board of Directors’ page 34]

Vision

To maximize the benefits while minimizing 
the negative impacts of gambling

Mission

To facilitate evidence-based broad research 
that informs gambling public policy and 
educates Albertans and the wider audience 
about the effects of gambling

Values

• Independent and excellent multi-
disciplinary research

• Scientific knowledge and information

• Collaboration

• Accountability and informing public policy

Core PurPoses

The Institute will:

1 expand the breadth and depth of scientific 
knowledge into gambling;

2 promote or direct research in those 
priorities and areas identified as part of 
the stakeholder priority action plan;

3 develop research capacity in the Partner 
Universities; 

4 sponsor research that is peer reviewed and 
of the highest academic quality;

5 facilitate the transfer of knowledge 
and information to stakeholders, 
which includes, among other activities, 
maintaining a library collection; 

6 forge strong collaborative links with 
stakeholders that includes, but is not 
limited to, national and international 
scholars, organizations involved in 
gambling research and studies, policy-
makers, government, gaming providers, 
and problem gambling treatment 
providers; 

7 provide education about current 
knowledge through research publications, 
reporting of research results and 
knowledge translation strategies; and 

8 identify and pursue other potential 
funding sources.

Core Businesses

1 Develop and promote gambling related 
research and disseminate results.

2 Develop and sustain gambling-related 
research infrastructure.

3 Establish and encourage national and 
international gambling-related research 
linkages.

4 Establish and efficiently conduct gambling-
related research administration.
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refleCtinG  
on the year
Dr. Nady el-Guebaly, 

Research Director

I. Developing 
a “Campus 
Alberta” 
approach  
to gambling 
research

AGRI’s 
traditional 
strength has 
been in its 

multidisciplinary 
research but its 

challenge has been 
ensuring adequate 

depth in each 
discipline. Developing 

a cross-pollination 
strategy across the three 

universities helps this 
critical mass issue.

• Recruitment of 
“sustainability” positions

Dr. Darren Christensen is settling 
in at the University of Lethbridge. He 

has applied for several grants this year. 
The University of Calgary has recruited Dr. 

Daniel McGrath who is setting up his laboratory. 
Recruitment at the University of Alberta for a Chair 
in Gambling Research position is ongoing.

• Gathering a critical mass of “graduate” students

We continue efforts to support and empower the 
graduate student body related to AGRI. Students 
again provided helpful input in the review of the 
new and renewed application process for graduate 
scholarships. The support of Carrie Leonard, PhD 

Gambling 
Research at 

the Partner 
Universities

candidate, U of Lethbridge, and other student reps 
is particularly appreciated.

• Developing cross-campus Research  
Interest Groups

The first such Research Group to be formalized 
was the Neuroscience Group. This group met twice 
in Calgary and organized a morning symposium at 
the 2014 Banff conference. 

Another interest group was formed around the 
Longitudinal study. This established team expect-
ed to pursue its activities for some time and ex-
pand to include a post-doctoral researcher.

There are several other groups such as the 
Aboriginal and the Women study groups which 
have potential critical masses across campuses to 
be further developed.

II. Diversifying AGRI’s granting options and 
the role of the Proposal Advisory Committee 
(PAC)

Aside from continuing the four existing grant op-
tions, in 2014-15, the Board supported the adoption 
of three more grant types (team building, leverag-
ing, and impact grants). [For more information on 
these, see ‘Expanded grant opportunities’ page 13.] 

A current proposal to the Board for a post doc-
toral grant to further support the recruitment 
of post doctoral researchers has received wide-
spread support in the three universities. Proposal 
Adjudication Committee and its Chair, Dr. Doug 
West, are to be particularly thanked this year for 
the extra work required to help all grant applicants 
achieve their goal. I consider this new approach a 
major accomplishment for this year, which will no 
doubt encourage our researchers.

III. Strengthening the collaboration with other 
Institutions

Provincially, our main stakeholders are the 
Universities and the Alberta Gaming and Liquor 
Commission (AGLC).

• University Advisory Committees have met 
for the second year. Senior investigators from 
outside the field are also invited to share their 
experience and become aware of AGRI’s oppor-
tunities.

• The Responsible Gambling Council at AGLC is 
pursuing its advisory role regarding a govern-
ment gambling strategy in Alberta. The at-
tendance of AGRI’s Board members at AGLC’s 
Responsible Gambling event in October was 
noted very positively. It is rewarding that both 
AGLC and the Council now welcomes our input 
as researchers.

Nationally: Our main network is the Canadian 
Consortium for Gambling Research (CCGR). I 
have seconded the solid representation by Vickii 
Williams at the meetings of these funding agencies 
in the consortium. We will miss her leadership.

Internationally: Our research profile needs to be 
focussed around areas of excellence. We may no 
longer afford to be “masters of all trade” but be-
come research leaders in specific areas.

As the Senior Editor of a new Textbook of Addiction 
Treatment: International Perspectives (Springer),  
I have also edited a section on Behavioral Addictions 
with authors from 7 countries. The textbook was 
published in February 2015.

IV. Participating in the Institute’s data 
management

Data repositories: Spurred by the data collected in 
our LLL study, the process of developing an opti-
mal data repository for AGRI has begun. The Board 
has adopted guidelines and this expectation is now 
part of our new grant proposals.

Estimating our impact: With the help of Janet 
Halliwell and Dennis Rank (J.E. Halliwell & 
Associates), the identification of direct impact fac-
tors “citations, workforce and grants” are ongoing, 
as well as attempting to apportion AGRI’s role in 
broader “health, socioeconomic factors and poli-
cies”. The optimal variables to be selected are be-
ing identified.

Knowledge transfer (KT): The parameters of this 
new major endeavor are being explored. The 
search for KT success stories appropriate to our 
field is ongoing, including CCGR preconference 
workshop in Banff 2014. A literature review has 
been commissioned. 
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uniVersity of alBerta 

– dr. Garry smith, research Coordinator

Dr. Garry Smith, Ph.D. is a University of Alberta 
Professor Emeritus who has been researching 
gambling-related topics for thirty years. Dr. Smith 
has produced numerous government reports and 
articles for academic journals, as well as addressing 
national and international audiences on gambling-
related matters. Currently Garry serves as the 
University of Alberta Research Coordinator for the 
Alberta Gambling Research Institute. His research 
interests include gambling public policy, social 
and economic impacts of gambling and sports 
gambling.

Gambling research was conducted by five PhD 
students (three of which graduated during the 
year), four masters students, and one post-doctoral 
fellow. The academic disciplines featured in 
their research included economics, education, 
psychology, business, psychiatry and kinesiology. 
Active faculty research programs that deal with 
gambling issues focus on topics such as memory 
biases in gambling behavior; motivations and 
constraints for engaging in gambling; bankruptcy 
issues related to gambling; pathological gamblers 
perceptions of helpful treatment experiences; 
the neurological basis for gambling decisions; 
psychosocial aspects of gambling addiction 
and mental health; and public policy concerns 
pertaining to gambling provision and regulation.

Two new gambling research positions for the 
University of Alberta were approved in 2015. Anna 
Lund, a PhD in law from the University of British 
Columbia, has been granted a two year post-
doctoral fellowship to work on gambling issues 
and bankruptcy laws. In addition, the Department 
of Political Science was authorized to hire a chair 
in gambling policy studies starting in 2016.

uniVersity of CalGary 

– dr. david hodgins, research Coordinator

David C. Hodgins, Ph.D., is a professor in the 
Program in Clinical Psychology in the Department 
of Psychology, University of Calgary. He is also the 
Head, Department of Psychology and University of 
Calgary’s Research Coordinator with the Alberta 
Gambling Research Institute. He is registered as a 
Clinical Psychologist in Alberta. 

Much of the focus of the past year at the Calgary 
has been finalizing the LLLP final report, which 
was released in April, 2015. Students and other 
researchers continue to work on discovering 
insights about gambling and problem gambling 
from this rich dataset.  Recruitment of a post 
doctoral fellow is underway to provide leadership 
in this initiative. 

The arrival of Dr. Dan McGrath to the University 
of Calgary provided the impetus to again hold 
joint campus-wide research meetings, which are 
organized jointly by the Addictive Behaviours 
Laboratory and the Substance Use and Gambling 
Laboratory. These biweekly meetings allow 
researchers and trainees to exchange ideas and 
expertise. 

dr. dan McGrath,  
Chair in Gambling research

Dr. Dan McGrath, Ph.D. is an Assistant Professor in 
the Department of Psychology at the University  
of Calgary with a research focus in the behavioural 
pharmacology of substance use and gambling.  
His primary research interests involve studying the 
impact of addictive substances (e.g., tobacco and 
alcohol) on gambling outcomes and behaviour. 
Other interests include underlying motives for 
gambling as well as cognitive biases associated 
with problematic gambling. 

Dr. McGrath joined the University of Calgary in 
July 2014 and established the Substance Use and 
Gambling Laboratory. During this inaugural year, 
much of the focus has been on constructing a state-
of-the-art research facility to study problem gam-
bling. Upon completion in October 2015, the labo-
ratory will include a gambling-bar lab designed to 
be an ecologically valid model of gambling venues 
commonly found in Alberta. The bar-lab will house 
a modern bar equipped to serve alcohol for drug 
challenge experiments, a poker table, and three au-
thentic Video Lottery Terminals (VLTs) provided 
by the Alberta Gaming and Liquor Commission. 
In addition, equipment has been procured to es-
tablish other research streams. For example, an 
eye-gaze tracking system will be used to study at-
tentional biases toward gambling-related imag-
ery among problem gamblers. In addition, multi-
purpose data acquisition hardware will be used to 
study physiological responses such as heart rate 
and galvanic skin response. 
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Major and sMall Grants 

The Institute contributes to the de-
velopment of the knowledge base in 
gambling related research in a number 
of ways. An annual call for proposals 
is issued in May (with an end of June 
submission deadline) soliciting appli-
cations from researchers to address 
stakeholder-identified high priority re-
search topics as well as those identified 
by researchers themselves. The sub-
missions are subjected to a rigorous 
peer review process which involves the 
critical review of proposals by external 
experts with related areas of expertise. 
This type of review process provides 
the most reliable means of ensuring 
that only the highest quality research 
submissions receive Institute funding.

Research Projects  
(new, ongoing and completed  
in 2014-15)

In 2014-15, the following new 
Research Grant proposals were  
approved:

• [#68 Major Grant] Family Study 
of Executive Functioning Deficits 
in Gambling Disorder -- Dr. Vina 
Goghari (U of Calgary)

• [#69 Major Grant] Naltrexone-
Imaging Study -- Dr. Darren 
Christensen (U of Lethbridge)

• [#70 Major Grant] Neural 
Mechanisms of Gambling  
-- Dr. David R. Euston  
(U of Lethbridge)

• [#71 Major Grant] Examining the 
Psychometric Properties of a Test  
of Video Game Addiction --Dr. James 
Sanders (U of Lethbridge)

• [#72 Major Grant] Lottery Winners 
and Bankruptcy Filers -- Dr. Barry 
Scholnick (U of Alberta)

Research ActivityResearch Institute in the Faculty of Health Sciences 
at the University of Lethbridge. His research 
includes developing behavioural treatments for 
problem gambling, evaluations of the effectiveness 
of harm minimisation measures, and the effects 
of regular opioid antagonist dosing on gambling 
urges and brain function.

Dr. Christensen and colleagues have started a num-
ber of research projects this year investigating a 
range of issues from basic science; animal models 
of gambling (Dr. Euston), to applied studies; new 
treatments for disordered gambling, specifically 
naltrexone (Drs. Hodgins, Goodyear, Crockford, 
and Lim), contingency management (Drs. Leighton 
and Hudson Breen), and congruence couple’s ther-
apy (Drs. Lee, Greenshaw, Aitchison, and Awosoga). 
He has also collaborated with his previous col-
leagues from Australia (Drs. Jackson, Dowling, and 
Cowlishaw) on two systematic reviews of problem 
gambling comorbidity, specifically personality and 
major mental health disorders. Dr. Christensen has 
continued to report from the 2011 Tasmanian so-
cial and economic impact study of gambling that 
he co-wrote, investigating gambling motives and 
the effectiveness of gambling harm minimisation 
policies. Dr. Christensen is currently supervising a 
number of post-graduate University of Lethbridge 
students investigating the veracity of a major theo-
retical model of gambling etiology, predictors of 
low and moderate-risk gambling, and developing 
a new model of gambling accessibility. This past 
year he also published with one of his previous 
University of Melbourne students on pre-commit-
ment and associated player-card technologies (Dr. 
Nisbet). Finally, Dr. Christensen and colleagues 
from four Canadian universities have recently pro-
posed a cohesive basic science research plan de-
signed to guide basic science research for the next 
few years.

The research currently being 
conducted in the Substance Use and 
Gambling Laboratory focuses on 
gambling motives, co-morbid smoking 
and gambling, and the personality 
profile of gamblers. One motives-based 
project involves using longitudinal 
data to assess the categorical stability/
fluidity of gambling motives over 
time. In another project, we are 
exploring motives for abstaining from 
gambling among young adults who 
choose not to gamble. This research 
will help to better establish a profile 
of non-gamblers and could help to 
identify factors which are protective 
against problem gambling. In another 
study underway in the lab, we are 
investigating the impact of tobacco 
withdrawal on gambling-related 
attentional biases and behaviour in 
smokers who gamble. The experiment 
involves two sessions, one in which 
participants are asked to refrain from 
smoking overnight and in the second 
session they smoke as usual. In both 
sessions, they are asked to complete 
cognitive tasks and gamble on a VLT. 
It is hoped that this research will 
provide insights into how quitting 
smoking could impact gambling in 
those who are dually addicted. Lastly, 
in collaboration with Dr. Kibeom Lee, 
we are studying the extent to which 
the HEXACO model of personality 
can be applied to gambling. The 
HEXACO model contains six 
personality characteristics, with the 
honesty-humility dimension being of 
particular interest in this study. Young 
adult gamblers and non-gamblers 
will be compared across HEXACO 
dimensions and associations between 
scores on the measure and gambling 
severity will be examined. Going 
forward, plans are in place to seek 
funding from external agencies to 
extend our research in each of these 
priority areas. 

uniVersity of lethBridGe

dr. (rob)ert williams, research Coordinator

Dr. Rob Williams, Ph.D. is a professor in the  
Faculty of Health Sciences, University of 
Lethbridge, in Lethbridge, Alberta and also  
a Research Coordinator for the Alberta Gambling 
Research Institute.  Dr. Williams teaches courses 
on gambling; provides frequent consultation 
to government, industry, the media, and public 
interest groups; regularly gives expert witness 
testimony on the impacts of gambling; and is a  
co-editor of International Gambling Studies.

Gambling research at the University of Lethbridge 
continues to involve many different people from 
many different disciplines (e.g., education, math-
ematics, sociology, addiction counselling, psychol-
ogy, Native American studies, neuroscience, and 
public health). A monthly “Gambling Research 
Group” meeting showcases the research of the 
different gambling researchers at the university. 
In addition to faculty members, several under-
graduate and graduate students are undertaking 
gambling research, either as part of theses, inde-
pendent studies, or as research assistants. In total 
there are approximately 15 – 20 people currently 
engaged in gambling research at the university.

dr. darren Christensen,  
Chair in Gambling research

Darren R. Christensen received his Ph.D. in 
experimental psychology from the University of 
Canterbury, New Zealand. He is currently the Chair 
in Gambling Research sponsored by the Alberta 
Gambling
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• [#73 Major Grant] Gambling Disorder Vs. 
Alcohol Use Disorder: Comparing Treatment 
Outcomes with Congruence Couple Therapy -- 
Dr. Bonnie K. Lee (U of Lethbridge) & Dr. Darren 
Christensen (U of Lethbridge)

• [#S37 Small Grant] Preliminary Investigation of 
Loss Sensitivity -- Dr. Aaron Gruber  
(U of Lethbridge)

• [#S38 Small Grant] Knowledge Translation in 
Gambling Research: An Overview of What We 
Know and Where We Need to Go -- Dr. David 
Hodgins (U of Calgary) & Dr. Terri-Lynn MacKay 
(UNLV)

• [Leveraging Grant] Contribution to Lethbridge 
Brain Dynamics Research Group -- Dr. Matt Tata 
(U of Lethbridge)

The following Research Projects were funded 
in previous grant cycles and were ongoing1 
in 2014-15:

• [Strategic & Collaborative Initiative] 
Development and Evaluation of a Gambling 
Participation Instrument - Canadian 
Consortium for Gambling Research (CCGR) -- 
Dr. Robert Williams (Williams and Associates) & 
Dr. Rachel Volberg (Gemini Research)

• [#60 Major Grant] Assessing Transitions in 
Problem Gambling in a Longitudinal Study -- 
Dr. David C. Hodgins (U of Calgary)

• [#61 Major Grant] Effectiveness of a Voluntary 
Casino Self-Exclusion Online Self-Management 
Program -- Dr. David C. Hodgins (U of Calgary) & 
Igor Yakovenko (U of Calgary)

• [#62 Major Grant] Prescription Drug Misuse 
among Problem Gamblers in Canada -- Dr. 
Cheryl Currie (U of Lethbridge)

• [#64 Major Grant] Effects of Information 
Feedback Programs on Gambling Decisions -- 
Dr. Robert Oxoby (U of Calgary)

• [#65 Major Grant] The Impact of VLT Location 
on Problem Gamblers: Evidence from 
Individual Bankruptcy Filings -- Dr. Barry 
Scholnick (U of Alberta)

• [#66 Major Grant] Needs, Gambling, and Well-
being -- Dr. Gordon J. Walker (U of Alberta)

• [#67 Major Grant] The Role of Memory 
Distortions in Gambling -- Dr. Marcia Spetch (U 
of Alberta)

• [#S34 Small Grant] Using Reach Behavior to 
Measure the Role of Information, Ambiguity 

And Experience in a Gambling Choice Task -- 
Dr. Craig Chapman (U of Alberta)

• [#S36 Small Grant] Chasing the Loss: Factors 
That Predict Within- and Between-Session 
Chasing in Gamblers -- Dr. David Hodgins  
(U of Calgary) & Igor Yakovenko (U of Calgary)

The following Research Projects were 
completed2 in 2014-15:

• [Strategic & Collaborative Initiative] Leisure, 
Lifestyle, Lifecycle Project (LLLP) -- Dr. Nady 
el-Guebaly (U of Calgary), Dr. David Hodgins (U 
of Calgary), Dr. Garry Smith (U of Alberta), Dr. 
Rob Williams (U of Lethbridge), Dr. Rob Wood 
(U of Lethbridge), & Dr. Don Schopflocher (U of 
Alberta)

• [#59 Major Grant] A Mixed Methods Study to 
Assess Urban Aboriginal Gambling in Canada’s 
Prairie Provinces -- Dr. Yale D. Belanger (U 
of Lethbridge) & Dr. Robert J. Williams (U of 
Lethbridge)

• [#63 Major Grant] How do Urban Casinos Affect 
Nearby Neighborhoods? Evidence from Canada 
and the US -- Dr. Haifang Huang (U of Alberta) & 
Dr. Brad Humphreys (U of Alberta)

• [#S30 Small Grant] Pathological Gambling 
and Schizophrenia: Themes, Correlates, and 
Mechanisms of Dual-Diagnosis -- Igor Yakovenko 
(U of Calgary)

• [#S31 Small Grant] The Psychological and 
Behavioral Impacts of Casino Design -- Dr. 
Claudia Steinke (U of Lethbridge)

• [#S33 Small Grant] Customs, Cravings, and 
Compulsions: Discourses of Addiction in 
Popular and Professional Media – Dr. Tom 
Strong (U of Calgary)

• [#S35 Small Grant] The Evaluation of an 
Internet-Based Self-Directed Motivational 
Enhancement Intervention for Problem and 
Pathological Gamblers -- Dr. David Hodgins (U 
of Calgary) & Jennifer Swan (U of Calgary)

• [#S38 Small Grant] Knowledge Translation in 
Gambling Research: An Overview of What We 
Know and Where We Need to Go -- Dr. David 
Hodgins (U of Calgary) & Dr. Terri-Lynn MacKay 
(UNLV)

1 Principal Investigators (PIs) of ongoing Institute-funded research 
projects are required to submit annual research project status  
reports using the Institute-provided template every April.

2 Institute-funded research projects are considered complete once 
a completion report template has been received by the Institute 
from the approved project Principal Investigator (PI).

strateGiC and CollaBoratiVe initiatiVes  

The Leisure, Lifestyle, Lifecycle Project (LLLP) and 
Quinte Longitudinal Study (QLS) provide the most 
comprehensive longitudinal analyses of gambling 
and problem gambling currently available. The 
LLLP final report provides analyses focusing on 
the stability of gambling and problem gambling 
and variables etiologically related to change in 
gambling and problem gambling. The opportunity 
to conduct parallel analyses across two large data 
sets is invaluable and the consistency of the find-
ings across studies conducted in two provinces as 
well as the consistency with previous cross-section-
al and longitudinal research is remarkable.

In summary, the results identified a number of ro-
bust predictors of gambling and problem gambling 
including both fixed and modifiable factors. Fixed 
factors include gender, ethnicity, intelligence and 
arguably income and impulsivity. Modifiable fac-
tors include mental and substance use disorders, 
gambling involvement, and proximity. Although 
some factors predicted both gambling involvement 
and gambling problems (e.g., gender), some factors 
were more predictive of only gambling (e.g., excite-
ment-seeking) and others more predictive of only 
gambling problems (e.g., mental health problems). 
Taken together these findings provide a solid ba-
sis for designing prevention and intervention pro-
grams.

The results also shed light on the question of sta-
bility of gambling problems. At a broad population 
level, there is considerable stability in people’s 
overall involvement in gambling and problems 
they experience. However, at the individual level, 
there is a considerable amount of transition. These 
findings underscore the importance of looking at 
gambling problems at both the population and 
individual levels. Investigations at the population 
level inform the creation of focused interventions 
aimed at reducing overall gambling problems. 
Investigations concerning how individuals expe-
rience change in their gambling habits over time, 
and the characteristics that lead to such change, 
can inform interventions targeted at helping peo-
ple make smooth and long term transitions away 
from problematic gambling.

For citations to additional scholarly articles, work-
ing papers and conference presentations related to 
this initiative, see the Leisure, Lifestyle, Lifecycle 
Project (LLLP) web page on the Institute web site.

The Quinte Longitudinal Study (QLS) was a pro-
spective study of gambling and problem gam-
bling conducted in the Quinte region of Ontario, 
Canada from 2006 to 2011. URL: http://hdl.han-
dle.net/10133/3641

exPanded Grant oPPortunities

To supplement the range of grant opportunities of-
fered by the Alberta Gambling Research Institute, 
on January 19, 2015, the Board approved the im-
plementation of a new grant type. Post-Doctoral 
Fellowship grants provide training and mentor-
ship opportunities for the candidate’s academic 
growth in an area of gambling-related research 
identified as needing development. As at March 31, 
2015, two applications had been received for Board 
consideration for Fall 2015 academic year com-
mencement.

To date, there has been a multi-faceted approach to 
expanding research conducted under the auspices 
of the Institute which included: an annual call for 
investigator-initiated Major Grant proposals each 
May; open application opportunities for Small 
Grants which aim to promote developmental 
and formative research initiatives; annual gradu-
ate and doctoral level Scholarship Awards for de-
monstrably promising new gambling researchers 
as well as Board initiated specific Strategic and 
Collaborative Initiatives to address specific stake-
holder identified research needs. 

Recently (in 2013-14) other options were imple-
mented. These included: Leveraging grants aim to 
enable researchers with non-AGRI funding to aug-
ment projects with a gambling-related component 
in stakeholder identified high priority areas; Team 
development grants –provide an opportunity for 
joint proposals aiming to support the development 
of multi/interdisciplinary academic teams among 
Partner Universities, nationally, internationally, 
and with other stakeholders; and, Impact grants 
provide support for ‘special purpose’ initiatives 
that contribute to addressing Institute priorities 
other than primary research (e.g., research data 
repository, knowledge transfer/translation initia-
tives, outcome measurement, etc.). As at March 
31, 2015, one Leveraging grant had been award-
ed to the Contribution to Lethbridge’s Dynamics 
Research Group (with Dr. Matt Tata as lead appli-
cant for the research team).
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More information on all grant types is available 
through links on the Institute’s ‘Grant Opport-
unities’ web page

http://www.abgamblinginstitute.ualberta.ca/
GrantOpportunities.aspx .

sCholarshiP and researCh  
allowanCe awards 

In an effort to foster young researcher involvement 
in gambling-related research, a multi-tiered (doc-
toral and graduate level in addition to a ‘top-up’ 
opportunity for students receiving other major ex-
ternal awards) scholarship and research allowance 
program promotes gambling-related research to 
promising new scholars.

Ten scholarships were awarded for Fall 2014/
Winter 2015 

• First longitudinal study to investigate the de-
gree to which numerous difficulties with emo-
tional regulation can be used to predict changes 
over time in the frequency and severity of a 
variety of addictive behaviors among women in 
the community, Sarah Farstad, Doctoral level 
scholarship, Clinical Psychology, University of 
Calgary [Priority: Longitudinal research]

• Increase treatment seeking (and change more 
broadly) by assessing novel ways to increase 
readiness to change among disordered gam-
blers, Hyoun Sun (Andrew) Kim, Doctoral level 
scholarship, Clinical Psychology, University of 
Calgary [Priority: Treatment]

• Individual characteristics indicative of bet-
ter poker players, Carrie Leonard, Doctoral 
level scholarship, Psychology, University of 
Lethbridge [Priority: Public Policy]

• Ways in which social experiences shape wellbe-
ing, social networks, and gambling behaviour/
problems among Aboriginal populations in 
Canada, Erin Mason, Masters level scholar-
ship, Health Sciences, University of Lethbridge 
[Priority: First Nations]

• Comparative study (pigeons and humans) to 
determine how certain variables, exhange-pro-
duction schedule and reinforcer type, function 
on risk-preference in a token reinforcement 
paradigm, Jeffrey Pisklak, Masters level schol-
arship, Psychology, University of Alberta

• Investigation of the relationship between 
stigma (i.e. stereotypes, social distance, and 
discrimination) and different labels that are 
used to describe problem gambling (i.e. prob-
lem gambler, pathological gambler, gambling 
addict, disordered gamblers), Jennifer Prentice, 
Doctoral level scholarship, Psychology, 
University of Calgary

• Examination of the longitudinal relationships 
among gambling problems and depression. 
Data will be examined to model the direction 
and magnitude of the reciprocal relationships 
between gambling and depression over 5 years 
Leanne Quigley, Doctoral level scholarship, 
Clinical Psychology, University of Calgary 
[Priority: Longitudinal Research]

• Examination of gambling motives among 
Internet and non-Internet gamblers, Jennifer 
Swan, Doctoral level scholarship, Psychology, 
University of Calgary [Priority: Internet gam-
bling]

• Examination of the predictors of chasing behav-
ior in pathological gamblers, Igor Yakovenko, 
Doctoral level scholarship, Clinical Psychology, 
University of Calgary [Priority: Public Policy]

• Gambling as a vehicle for social interaction 
amongst early Native American societies: 
Evidence from archaeological sites in the U.S. 
Southwest, Gabriel Yanicki, Doctoral level 
scholarship, Anthropology, University  
of Alberta [Priority: First Nations]

Rhys Stevens, MLIS is a Librarian III at the  
U. of Lethbridge Library in Lethbridge, Alberta.  
His primary responsibility is Librarian & Inform-
ation Specialist for the Alberta Gambling Research 
Institute (AGRI). He is also subject liaison librarian 
for Geography, Maps & Government Documents, 
Anthropology and Spatial/Numeric Data.

liBrary & weB site serViCes 
Over the course of fiscal 2014-15 the Institute’s three 
affiliated university libraries (U. of Lethbridge, U. of 
Calgary, and U. of Alberta) selected and purchased 
approximately $30,000 of materials in support of 
gambling-related research at their institutions. 
These primarily included electronic journal title 
subscriptions, E-books, print books, and audio-vi-
sual resources3. In addition to collection building, 
the Institute Librarian & Information Specialist 
provided assistance with 33 specific reference re-
quests, updated research guides on gambling-relat-
ed topics, digitized and archived a variety signifi-
cant gambling-related publications, maintained 
the Institute web site, authored newsletter articles, 
and assisted with knowledge transfer/translation 
services. 

The Institute web site functions as the primary 
point of access for information about the Institute 
and its ongoing research activities. During fis-
cal 2014-15, the site received 69,239 page views 
from 25,926 users according to Google Analytics. 
Examples of past-year changes included revisions 
to the graduate student profiles and scholarship 
application forms. In addition, online spreadsheets 
detailing worldwide gambling prevalence stud-
ies and details relating to all 123 Institute-funded 
grants were kept up-to-date.

ConferenCe 2014

Controversial Topics in Gambling 
Research, April 4 & 5, 2014 

Attitudes toward gambling in most Canadian 
jurisdictions remain tepid at best, as citizens ques-
tion whether the social costs of widespread gam-
bling outweigh the economic benefits and wheth-
er convenience gambling adds or detracts from 
the quality of life in a community. This conference 
examines ongoing contentious issues related to 
gambling policy and regulation with the aim of 
seeking a consensus on guidelines for ensuring 
that commercial gambling is operated such that it 
provides a net benefit for society.

Conference 2014 Best Research Poster

Travis Sztainert of Carleton University was the 
winner of the best research poster. The title of 
Travis’ poster was “Starving to Gamble: Hunger 
and Gambling-Related Craving Interact to Heighten 
Persistent Play among Problem Gamblers”.

Communicating Gambling Research

3 Details of specific U. of Lethbridge Library acquisitions 2014-15 are 
available from Librarian upon request.
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researCh PuBliCations

An important aspect of research is the communication of peer-reviewed research findings through 
publication in the scholarly literature. Following is a list of Institute-funded research published be-
tween April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015:

Bedford, K. D. (2015). Regulating 
volunteering: Lessons from 
the bingo halls. Law & Social 
Inquiry, 40(2), 461-490. http://
dx.doi.org/10.1111/lsi.12100 

Bickel, W. K., & Christensen, D. 
R. (2015). Behavioral econom-
ics. In I. P. Stolerman & L. H. 
Price (Eds.), Encyclopedia of 
Psychopharmacology (2nd ed.): 
Springer Reference.

Christensen, D. R., Dowling, N. 
A., Jackson, A. C., & Thomas, S. 
A. (2014). Gambling participa-
tion and problem gambling 
severity in a stratified random 
survey: Findings from the 
Second Social and Economic 
Impact Study of Gambling in 
Tasmania. Journal of Gambling 
Studies, 1-19. http://dx.doi.
org/10.1007/s10899-014-9495-9 

Christensen, D. R., Landes, R. 
D., Jackson, L., Marsch, L. 
A., Mancino, M. J., Chopra, 
M. P., & Bickel, W. K. (2014). 
Adding an Internet-delivered 
treatment to an efficacious 
treatment package for opi-
oid dependence. Journal 
of Consulting and Clinical 
Psychology, 82(6), 964-972. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/
a0037496 

Cunningham, J. A., Hodgins, 
D. C., & Toneatto, T. (2014). 
Relating severity of gambling 
to cognitive distortions in 
a representative sample of 
problem gamblers. Journal 
of Gambling Issues, 1-6. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.4309/
jgi.2014.29.2 

Dowling, N. A., Cowlishaw, S., 
Jackson, A. C., Merkouris, S. S., 
Francis, K. L., & Christensen, 
D. R. (2014). The prevalence of 
comorbid personality dis-
orders in treatment-seeking 
problem gamblers: A sys-
tematic review and meta-
analysis. Journal of Personality 
Disorders, 1-20. http://dx.doi.
org/10.1521/pedi_2014_28_168 

Dowling, N. A., Cowlishaw, S., 
Jackson, A. C., Merkouris, S. S., 
Francis, K. L., & Christensen, 
D. R. (2015). Prevalence of 
psychiatric co-morbidity 
in treatment-seeking prob-
lem gamblers: A systematic 
review and meta-analysis. 
Australian and New Zealand 
Journal of Psychiatry, 49(6), 
519-539. http://dx.doi.
org/10.1177/0004867415575774 

el-Guebaly, N., Casey, D. M., 
Currie, S. R., Hodgins, D. C., 
Schopflocher, D. P., Smith, G. 
J., & Williams, R. J. (2015). The 
Leisure, Lifestyle, & Lifecycle 
Project (LLLP): A longitu-
dinal study of gambling in 
Alberta. Final Report for the 
Alberta Gambling Research 
Institute. http://hdl.handle.
net/1880/50377 

el-Guebaly, N. A., Hodgins, D., 
Williams, R., Schopflocher, D., 
Smith, G., & Casey, D. (2014). 
SY17-1 Highlights from the 
Canadian longitudinal stud-
ies on problem gambling. 
Alcohol and Alcoholism, 49(sup-
pl 1), i16-i16. http://dx.doi.
org/10.1093/alcalc/agu052.72 

Francis, K. L., Dowling, N. A., 
Jackson, A. C., Christensen, 
D. R., & Wardle, H. (2015). 
Gambling motives: 
Application of the Reasons for 
Gambling Questionnaire in an 
Australian population survey. 
Journal of Gambling Studies, 
31(3), 807-823. http://dx.doi.
org/10.1007/s10899-014-9458-1 

Huang, H., Humphreys, B., 
& Zhou, L. (2014). Urban 
Casinos and Local Housing 
Markets: Evidence from 
the US [Working Paper]. 
Department of Economics. 
University of Alberta. http://
econpapers.repec.org/paper/
risalbaec/2014_5f004.htm 

Jackson, A. C., Pennay, D., 
Dowling, N. A., Coles-Janess, 
B., & Christensen, D. R. (2014). 
Improving gambling survey 
research using dual-frame 
sampling of landline and mo-
bile phone numbers. Journal 
of Gambling Studies, 30(2), 291-
307. http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/
s10899-012-9353-6 

Konkolÿ Thege, B., Colman, I., 
el-Guebaly, N., Hodgins, D. C., 
Patten, S. B., Schopflocher, D., 
Wolfe, J, & Wild, T. C. (2014). 
Substance-related and behav-
ioural addiction problems: 
Two surveys of Canadian 
adults. Addiction Research & 
Theory, 23(1), 34-42. http://
dx.doi.org/10.3109/16066359.2
014.923408 

ConferenCe 2015

Critical issues in gambling research, 
March 27-28, 2015

Presentation themes on day one included under-
researched topics in gambling research as well as 
a panel discussion on the overall impacts of gam-
bling. Day two continued the theme of under- 
researched topics but also included parallel ses-
sions featuring Alberta-based researchers.

Conference 2015 Best Research Poster

The award for best research poster went to Juliette 
Tobias-Webb from the Centre for Gambling Re-
search at UBC whose poster was entitled, “The  
influence of acute alcohol intoxication on Gam-
bler’s Fallacy”.

3 Details of specific U. of Lethbridge Library acquisitions 2014-15 
are available from Librarian upon request.
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Stea, J. N., Hodgins, D. C., & 
Fung, T. (2015). Abstinence 
versus moderation goals in 
brief motivational treatment 
for pathological gambling. 
Journal of Gambling Studies, 
31(3), 1029-1045. http://dx.doi.
org/10.1007/s10899-014-9461-6 

Strong, T., & Sametband, I. 
(2014). Recovery from prob-
lem gambling as a couples’ 
project. Scandinavian 
Psychologist, 1(e4). http://
dx.doi.org/10.15714/
scandpsychol.1.e4 

Volberg, R. A., & Williams, R. 
J. (2013). Epidemiology: An 
international perspective, 
The Wiley-Blackwell Handbook 
of Disordered Gambling (pp. 
26-48). Hoboken: John Wiley & 
Sons Ltd.

Williams, R. J., Hann, R. G., 
Schopflocher, D., West, B., 
McLaughlin, P., White, N., 
King, K., & Flexhaug, T. 
(2015). Quinte Longitudinal 
Study of Gambling and 
Problem Gambling. Report 
prepared for the Ontario 
Problem Gambling Research 
Centre. http://hdl.handle.
net/10133/3641 

Wong, U., & Hodgins, D. C. 
(2013). Development of the 
game addiction inventory 
for adults (GAIA). Addiction 
Research & Theory, 22(3), 195-
209. http://dx.doi.org/10.3109/
16066359.2013.824565 

Yakovenko, I., Quigley, L., 
Hemmelgarn, B. R., Hodgins, 
D. C., & Ronksley, P. (2015). 
The efficacy of motivational 
interviewing for disordered 
gambling: Systematic re-
view and meta-analysis. 
Addictive Behaviors, 43, 72-
82. http://dx.doi.org/http://
dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.add-
beh.2014.12.011 

newsletter

Following is a list of the contents of the Institute newsletter, ‘Gambling Research Reveals – an Update 
on Gambling Research in Alberta’ published between April 1, 2014 and March 31, 2015:

Spring 2014  
AGRI Chair in Gambling Research 
Appointed at University of Lethbridge 
/ From the Library: New Open-Access 
Journal Responsible Gambling Review 
/ Institute Establishes Three New 
Research Grant Opportunities

Summer 2014   
The Influence of Reward Value on 
Memory and Decision-Making: 
Interview with Dr. Christopher Madan 
/ Controversial Topics in Gambling: 
Highlights from Conference 2014

Fall 2014  
Swiss Museum Exhibit an Intriguing 
Knowledge Translation Strategy / 
Conference 2015 to Take Place March 
27-28 in Banff, Alberta / Spotlight on 
Albertan Research During Second Day 
of April 2014 Conference

Winter 2015   
Gambling with the Enemy: An 
Interview with PhD Student 
Gabriel Yanicki / Strong Institute 
Representation @ the 10th Annual 
Responsible and Problem Gambling 
Stakeholders Symposium

Konkolÿ Thege, B., Colman, I., 
el-Guebaly, N., Hodgins, D. C., 
Patten, S. B., Schopflocher, 
D., Wolfe, J., &. Wild, T. C. 
(2015). Social judgments of 
behavioral versus substance-
related addictions: A popu-
lation-based study. Addictive 
Behaviors, 42, 24-31. http://
dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.add-
beh.2014.10.025

Konkolÿ Thege, B., Woodin, 
E., Hodgins, D., & Williams, 
R. (2015). Natural course of 
behavioral addictions: A 
5-year longitudinal study. 
BMC Psychiatry, 15(1), 4. 
http://www.biomedcentral.
com/1471-244X/15/4 

Laughren, K., & Oxoby, R. 
(2015). Gambler’s fallacy. 
In M. Altman (Ed.), Real-
World Decision Making: An 
Encyclopedia of Behavioral 
Economics (pp. 169-170). Santa 
Barbara, CA: Greenwood.

Laughren, K., & Oxoby, R. 
(2015). Gender differences. 
In M. Altman (Ed.), Real-
World Decision Making: An 
Encyclopedia of Behavioral 
Economics (pp. 174-175). Santa 
Barbara, CA: Greenwood.

Leonard, C., Staples, J., 
& Williams, R. (2015). 
Development and validation 
of the Poker Skills Measure 
(PSM). Journal of Gambling 
Studies, 31(3), 849-866. http://
dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10899-014-
9475-0 

Ludvig, E. A., Madan, C. R., & 
Spetch, M. L. (2014). Extreme 
outcomes sway risky decisions 
from experience. Journal of 
Behavioral Decision Making, 
27(2), 146-156. http://dx.doi.
org/10.1002/bdm.1792 

Ludvig, E. A., Madan, C. R., & 
Spetch, M. L. (2015). Priming 
memories of past wins in-
duces risk seeking. Journal 
of Experimental Psychology: 
General, 144(1), 24-29. http://
dx.doi.org/10.1037/xge0000046 

Mackay, T.-L., Petermann, L., 
Hurrell, C., & Hodgins, D. 
(2015). Knowledge translation 
in gambling research: A scoping 
review. International Gambling 
Studies, 15(2), 179-195. http://
dx.doi.org/10.1080/14459795.2
014.1003575 

Madan, C. R., Ludvig, E. A., 
& Spetch, M. L. (2014). 
Remembering the best and 
worst of times: Memories 
for extreme outcomes bias 
risky decisions. Psychonomic 
Bulletin & Review, 21(3), 629-
636. http://dx.doi.org/10.3758/
s13423-013-0542-9 

McGrath, D. S., Peloquin, M. P., 
Ferdinand, J. C., & Barrett, 
S. P. (2015). Acute effects 
of nicotine on alcohol cue-
reactivity in nondependent 
and dependent smokers. 
Experimental and Clinical 
Psychopharmacology, 23(1), 29-
36. http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/
a0038606 

McInnes, A., Hodgins, D. C., 
& Holub, A. (2014). The 
Gambling Cognitions 
Inventory: Scale development 
and psychometric validation 
with problem and pathologi-
cal gamblers. International 
Gambling Studies, 14(3), 410-
431. http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/
14459795.2014.923483 

Mudry, T., Stea, J., & Hodgins, 
D. (2015). The psychological 
underpinnings of addictive 
behaviours. In N. el-Gueba-
ly, G. Carrà & M. Galanter 
(Eds.), Textbook of Addiction 
Treatment: International 
Perspectives (pp. 1443-1474). 
Milan: Springer.

Mudry, T., Strong, T., & Chang, 
J. (2014). A life history of a 
PIP: Snapshots in time. In K. 
Tomm, S. St. George, D. Wulff 
& T. Strong (Eds.), Patterns 
in Interpersonal Interactions: 
Inviting relational understand-
ings for therapeutic change  
(pp. 82-102). New York: 
Routledge.

Peloquin, M. P. J., McGrath, 
D. S., Telbis, D., & Barrett, 
S. P. (2014). Alcohol and 
tobacco cue effects on crav-
ing in non-daily smokers. 
Experimental and Clinical 
Psychopharmacology, 22(6), 
502-510. http://dx.doi.
org/10.1037/a0038250 

Quigley, L., Yakovenko, I., 
Hodgins, D., Dobson, K., el-
Guebaly, N., Casey, D., Currie, 
S. R., Smith, G. J., Williams, R. 
J., & Schopflocher, D. (2014). 
Comorbid problem gambling 
and major depression in a 
community sample. Journal of 
Gambling Studies, 1-18. http://
dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10899-014-
9488-8 

Smith, G., & Simpson, R. 
(2014). Gambling addic-
tion defence on trial: 
Canadian expert witness 
perspectives. International 
Journal of Criminology and 
Sociology, 3, 319-326. http://
dx.doi.org/10.6000/1929-
4409.2014.03.27
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hiGhliGhts froM the 
alBerta GaMBlinG researCh 
institute’s Past 

15 -Year History  
of Achievements

Consulting and 
Collaborating:  
a Coordinated Approach
in 2014-15, aGri was a PartiCiPatinG 
orGanization in the followinG:

AGLC’s Responsible Gambling Advisory  
Committee (RGAC) by Dr. Nady el-Guebaly 
and interprovincial Canadian Consortium for 
Gambling Research (CCGR) by Vickii Williams  
and Dr. Nady el-Guebaly

ProBleM and resPonsiBle GaMBlinG 
stakeholder syMPosiuM held  
oCtoBer 21, 2014

Institute-affiliated research coordinators and 
Board Members were invited to be part of the 
Alberta Gaming & Liquor Commission’s annual 
responsible and problem gambling stakeholders 
symposium held in Leduc on Tuesday, October 
21. 2014. Event attendees had the opportunity to 
learn about successful problem gambling preven-
tion programs and initiatives from other North 
American jurisdictions, gambling behaviours of 
the “millennial generation,” powerful first-hand 
accounts from Albertans discussing their relation-
ship with problem gambling, and highlights of 
Institute research as presented by Dr. Nady el-Gue-
baly, Dr. Darren Christensen, and Dr. Garry Smith.

1999

2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014

2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015

Institute implements 
small grants program  
to attract new research-
ers to the field

External review of Institute undertaken;  
LLLP longitudinal study initiated; inaugural  
Stakeholder Meeting held to develop common 
research priorities

‘Leisure,Lifestyle, Lifecycle Project (LLLP)’ 
study completed and peer reviewed; increased 
focus on KT components communicated to 
researchers in call for grant proposals;  
Dr. Dan McGrath hired at U of Calgary in 
second Institute-funded ‘sustainability’ position

Institute established November 21, 1999;  
Alberta Gaming Research Council established  
to communicate Institute priorities;  
Dr. Keith Archer becomes first Board Chair

Tri-university organizing agreement signed; 
Research Coordinators (Dr. Garry Smith; Dr. David 
Hodgins; Dr. Rob Williams) appointed; First issue 
of ‘Research Reveals…’ newsletter published

Sustainability positions initiated with Dr. Darren 
Christensen first appointee at U of Lethbridge; three 
new research grant types (leveraging, impact, team 
building) instituted; Dr. Nady el-Guebaly contracted  
to new position of Research Director; Board 
participation in Knowledge Translation (KT) 
workshop in response to identified stakeholder 
priority; consultant engaged to recommend 
‘performance indicators’ of research quality

Executive Director and Librarian recruited, 
website and Library established, first annual 
call for major grant proposals

First annual Conference on Gambling 
Research is held; Dr. Nady el-Guebaly 
appointed Board Chair

Expansion of grant opportunities and 
dissemination activities

Institute office relocated to HUB Mall on the  
U of A campus; Institute hosts public research 
poster exhibitions; new research program to 
support strategic and collaborative initiatives

Institute researchers invited to participate  
in international think tanks on gambling  
research; functions of the Alberta Gaming Research 
Council replaced with annual Stakeholder Meetings

Preliminary findings of the LLLP study published; graduate 
scholarship program instituted to accelerate gambling 
research capacity in Alberta; SEIGA study launched

First pre-conference symposium ‘Behind the 
mask; Understanding Women Problem Gam-
blers’ held; 10th anniversary banquet held in 
recognition of Institute’s ‘Decade of Achieve-
ment’; Knowledge Translation (KT) workshop 
incorporated into Stakeholder meeting

Conference theme of ‘Internet Gambling’  
in response to stakeholder feedback;  
‘Best Conference Research Poster’ initiated

External Board Chair, Dr. Seamus O’Shea, 
appointed as Board Chair; new five-year 
funding agreement signed; name change to 
‘Alberta Gambling (from ‘Gaming’) Research 
Institute; concerted aim to maximize influence 
of evidence-based knowledge on public policy 
development; Executive Director appointed  
as Chair of Canadian Consortium for Gambling 
Research; consultant engaged to advise  
on gambling research datasets

Expansion of inter- and multi-disciplinary 
research collaborations; 10th anniversary 
retrospective undertaken; two SEIGA  
studies released

U of A Research Chair in ‘Economics of Gaming’ co-fund-
ed by Institute; Social and Economic Impacts of Gambling 
in Alberta (SEIGA) study commissioned; Reference hand-
book ‘Research and Measurement Issues in Gambling’ 
published, co-edited by Research Coordinators
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Statement of Financial Position

 March 31, 2015 March 31, 2014  

ASSETS 

Cash and cash equivalents (Note 4)  $      2,620,557 $     2,728,588 

Accounts receivable – 4,548 

Unexpended funds receivable (Note 5) 38,985 63,469 

Prepaid expenses 2,000   9,267

Capital assets 2,671 – 

 $      2,664,213 $     2,805,872 

LIABILITIES

Accounts payable 15,815 3,283 

Deferred revenue – 3,500 

 15,815 6,783

NET ASSETS

Net assets at beginning of year 2,799,089 3,085,684 

Net operating loss (150,691) (286,595) 

Net assets at end of year 2,648,398 2,799,089 

 
 $      2,664,213 $     2,805,872 
 

The accompanying notes and schedule are part of these financial statements. 
Approved by the board:

Signature Position 

Signature Position

Original signed by:

Seamus O’Shea Board Chair

Alexander (Sandy) Dougall Audit Committee Chair
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 2015 2014

OPERATING TRANSACTIONS

Contributions from the Ministry of Treasury Board 
and Finance $     1,500,000 $    1,500,000 

Other contributions 88,419 52,677

Research Expenditures (1,216,406) (1,399,922)

Infrastructure and Library Expenditures (140,000) (150,000)

Research Linkages Expenditures (69,203) (52,999)

Research Administration Expenditures (270,841)  (257,433)

CASH USED FOR OPERATING TRANSACTIONS (108,031)  (307,676)

 

CASH AND CASH EqUIvALENTS,  $     2,728,588 $    3,036,264
BEGINNING OF YEAR

CASH AND CASH EqUIvALENTS,  $     2,620,557 $    2,728,588
END OF YEAR

 

The accompanying notes and schedule are part of these financial statements.

 2015  2015 2014
 BUDGET ACTUAL ACTUAL 
 (Note 9)  

REvENUES   
 

Contributions from the Ministry 
of Treasury Board and Finance (Note 3) $    1,500,000 $    1,500,000  $    1,500,000 

Other/Unexpended funds recovered  -  63,934 68,969 
   

Total Revenues  1,500,000   1,563,934  1,568,969

    
ExPENSES (Schedule 1)   
 

Research  1,937,000  1,223,954  1,396,633 

Infrastructure and Library 140,000  140,000  150,000

Research Linkages 90,000  82,666  52,096 

Research Administration 280,000  268,005  256,835 

Total Expenses  2,447,000  1,714,625  1,855,564

NET OPERATING LOSS $     (947,000) $     (150,691)  $     (286,595)
   
 

Statement of Cash Flows
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31

Statement of Operations
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31

The accompanying notes and schedule are part of these financial statements.
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Note 3 Summary of Significant Accounting Policies and Reporting Practices Continued 

  Contributions from the Ministry of Treasury Board and Finance

 The Partner Universities entered into a funding agreement with the Ministry of Treasury Board 
and Finance effective April 1, 2011 to provide the Institute with $1,500,000 annually until 
March 31, 2016. The agreement calls for detailed reporting to the Alberta Gaming and Liquor 
Commission at various dates throughout the year. Reporting is complete for fiscal year ended 
March 31, 2015.

 Expenses

 Grants are recorded as expenses when all the terms and conditions of eligibility have been met 
and the Institute has authorized payment of the grant. 

 Assets

 Intellectual Property

 Intellectual property rights with respect to all research conducted with the financial support, 
or under the auspices, of the Institute are governed by the policies of the Partner University 
with which the researcher is affiliated. These rights do not accrue directly to the Institute and 
are not recognized in these financial statements. The Government of Alberta and the Partner 
Universities are entitled to freely use and copy, other than for commercial purposes, any 
intellectual property so created.

 Financial Instruments

 Financial instruments consist of cash and cash equivalents, accounts receivable, unexpended 
funds receivable and accounts payable. They are initially recognized at cost and subsequently 
carried at amortized cost. Write-downs on financial assets are recognized when the amount  
of a loss is known with sufficient precision, and there is no reasonable expectation of recovery. 
The Institute does not own any derivatives, portfolio investments or financial instruments 
designated in the fair value category and as such has not included a Statement  
of Remeasurement Gains and Losses.

 It is management’s opinion that the Institute is not exposed to significant market, interest, 
currency, or credit risks arising from its financial instruments.

 Net Assets

 Net assets represent the difference between the carrying value of assets held by the Institute 
and its liabilities.

 Canadian PSAS require a “net debt” presentation for the statement of financial position in the 
summary financial statement of governments. Net debt presentation reports the difference 
between financial assets and liabilities as “net debt” or “net (financial) assets” as an indicator 
of future revenues required to pay for past transactions and events. The Institute operates 
within the government reporting entity, and does not finance any of its expenditures by 
independently raising revenues. Accordingly, these financial statements do not report a net  
debt indicator.

Notes to the Financial Statements
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31

Note 1 Authority and Reporting Entity

 The Alberta Gambling Research Institute (the Institute) is an unincorporated organization.  
It is a research consortium comprised of the University of Alberta, the University of Calgary, 
and the University of Lethbridge (the Partner Universities). Relations between the Institute and 
the Government of Alberta are defined in an Agreement between the Institute Universities 
and the Alberta Government dated April 1, 2011 (signed September 27, 2011). The Institute 
is directed by a Board comprised of eight members including two appointees (senior 
administrators and researchers) from each of the three Institute Universities in addition  
to a representative who is appointed by the Minister of Treasury Board and Finance and  
an external Board Chair who is appointed by the Vice-Presidents (Research) of the  
Partner Universities.

 As required under the Agreement, the Institute reporting entity for the purpose of these 
financial statements is that portion of Institute operations funded by the Ministry of Treasury 
Board and Finance. The Partner Universities contribute certain services and supplies,  
including research and administrative personnel and services, to the consortium. The fair  
value of these contributions, and the cost of these services and supplies, is not reflected  
in these financial statements.

Note 2 Purpose

 The purpose of the Institute is to:

• expand the breadth and depth of scientific knowledge into gambling;

• promote or direct research in those priorities and areas identified  
as stakeholder priorities ;

• develop research capacity in the Partner Universities;

• sponsor research that is peer reviewed and of the highest academic quality;

• facilitate the transfer of knowledge and information to stakeholders;

• provide education about current knowledge through research publications, reporting  
of research results and knowledge translation strategies; and, 

• identify and pursue other potential funding sources. 

Note 3 Summary of Significant Accounting Policies and Reporting Practices

 General - Public Sector Accounting Standards (PSAS) and Use of Estimates 

 These financial statements have beenprepared in accordance with Canadian PSAS. The 
measurement fo certain assets and liabilities is contingent upon future events; therfore, the 
preparation of these financial statements requires the use of estimates, which may vary from 
actual results. The Institute has no assets or liabilities that require Institue administration to 
use significant judgement to determine value.

 Revenue Recognition 

 All revenues are reported on the accrual basis of accounting. Cash received for which 
expenses have not been incurred by year end is recorded as deffered revenue.
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    2015 2014

 University  University University of    
 of Alberta of Calgary Lethbridge Total Total

Unexpended funds,  
opening balance $        12,445  $      10,367  $    8,625  $      31,437 $   47,178  

Capacity building 135,000  135,000  135,000  405,000  450,000

Library and collections  -   -    140,000 140,000  150,000 

New funds provided 135,000  135,000   275,000 545,000  600,000

Current year expenditures (111,840)  (135,000)    (269,543) (516,383)  (568,563)

Recovered (12,445)  –   (8,625) (21,070) (47,178)

Unexpended   
capacity-building funds  23,160  10,367   5,457 38,985 31,437 

Unexpended research grants  –   –    – – 32,032  
   

 $      23,160  $      10,367     $      5,457  $      38,985   $     63,469 

Note 6 Commitments

 The Institute receives its principal funding from the Minister of Treasury Board and Finance. 
The five year agreement was renewed effective April 1, 2011 and expires on March 31, 2016. 
The Institutes ability to maintain viable operations is dependent upon the continued support 
from the Alberta Government.

 (a) Research Grants

 The Institute has three types of granting programs. In response to an annual call for proposals 
for major grants (maximum of $80,000/annum for up to three years to total of $160,000) and 
an open application period for small developmental grants (maximum of $10,000 for up to one 
year), the Board approves researcher identified initiatives. 

 Upon approval of a major or small research grant and receipt of confirmation of any necessary 
ethics or other approvals from the host Institute University’s Research Services Office, the

  The Institute has the following commitments: 

 Fiscal Research  Sustainability  Research
 Year Grants(a)  Lease (b) positions(c) direction(d) Total

 2015/16  $      309,393  $      14,868   $      348,333   $       45,000 $     717,594

 2016/17 204,447  –  390,000  – 594,447

 2017/18+ 54,429   –  913,333  – 967,762

 Total $      568,269  $      14,868  $   1,651,666  $     45,000 $  2,279,803

Note 4 Cash and Cash Equivalents

 Under the Funding Agreement, funds are to be administered by the HUB University (University 
of Alberta) on behalf of the Institute. The University of Alberta are to invest these funds in 
keeping with their policies for the investment of similar funds. Interest on the funds is paid to 
the Institute at the rate of RBC Prime less 3%. (RBC prime rate: 3%). For the fiscal year ending 
March 31, 2015, the average effective yield was 0% (2014:0%). Due to the short-term nature  
of the investments, the carrying value approximates fair value.

Note 5 Unexpended Funds Receivable/Recovered 

 Certain grants are provided to the Partner Universities for capacity building, research 
development, library collections, and research node administration for gambling-related 
operations. These particular Grants have a provision that any unspent funds are to be returned 
to the Institute. The following table provides an accounting for the Grants allocated and the 
amounts spent by the Partner Universities during this fiscal year.
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Schedule of Expenses
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31

  2015 Budget 2015 Actual 2014 Actual

Research

 Grant competition/strategic research (1) $  1,110,000   $      482,252  $      805,289 
 Capacity building (2)  667,000   640,000  450,000 
 Governance, research direction (3) 160,000  101,702  141,344 

  1,937,000  1,223,954  1,396,633 
Infrastructure and Library
 Library and collections (4) 140,000  140,000  150,000 

  140,000  140,000  150,000 
Research Linkages
 Events, colloquia (5) 50,000  63,104  12,525 
 Communications, exchanges (6) 40,000  19,562  39,571 

  90,000  82,666  52,096 
Research Administration
  Personnel costs (7) 235,000  241,045  222,515 
 Contract services (8) 10,000  –  9,047 
 Administrative hub (9) 35,000  26,960  25,273 

  280,000  268,005  256,835 

Total Expenses $    2,447,000   $    1,714,625  $    1,855,564 
   

Schedule 1

Note 1 Includes annual research grant competition, small grants, scholarships, and Board identified areas  
of strategic, interjurisdictional, and interorganizational collaborative research.   

Note 2 Grants to Partner Universities to recruit and sustain active researchers in the field  
of gambling research.     

Note 3 Allocation to support appointment (honoraria and expenses) of external Board Chair and recruitment 
of Scientific/Research Director (contracted as at February 1, 2013). Includes business and board 
members meeting travel. The Board Chair received total honorarium payments of $17,000  
(2014: $13,000).   

Note 4 Grant to the University of Lethbridge to build and maintain a special collection of gambling 
publications at the consortium universities. The grant also provides funding for specialized 
information services to interested parties on gambling research matters, development and 
maintenance of the Institute website, and funding for a junior grade professional librarian. 

Note 5 Supports program of formative and summative learning events and forums. Includes cost  
of an annual conference bringing together Institute associates, topical experts, and other  
interested persons.     

Note 6 Includes print materials and promotional broadcasts, annual report development, writing, and 
production costs, and conference attendance by Institute representatives to facilitate information 
dissemination and support for Alberta scholars and experts to travel to other locales to investigate 
gambling-related research matters as well as the travel of national and foreign scholars and experts 
to Alberta to assist with Institute research.

Note 7 Salary and benefits compensation (Executive Director and salaried administrative support). 
The Executive Director’s salary was $138,350 (2014: $136,542) plus non-cash benefits of $30,536 
(2014: $29,540).   

Note 8 Special project consulting (e.g., document drafting, graphic design work).   
Note 9 Includes business and hub operational requirements.

 Institute authorizes payment of the first year approved award. For these types of awards 
extending beyond one year, authorization of subsequent period amounts is subject to 
satisfactory reporting and funding availability. Commitments for these awards include the 
balance of the approved grant awards, subsequent period amounts, and any other approved 
grant requests for which the researcher has not yet met all of the eligibility criteria.

 (b) Lease

 The Institute entered into a lease with the University of Alberta for the period April 1, 2012, to 
March 31, 2016 with a renewal option.

 (c) Sustainability Positions

 The Board approved funding for a ‘sustainability position’ at each of the Partner Universities. 
The principal purpose of the positions is to encourage the expansion and development of 
gambling research. Funding in the amount of $100,000 per year for 5 years, up to $12,000 
in relocation costs, and up to $30,000 per year to support graduate student assistantships 
to support the position was offered to each Partner Universities. As at March 31, 2015, two 
appointments were made.

 (d) Research Direction   

 The Board approved proceeding with the engagement of a faculty member at one of the 
Partner Universities or the contracting for services related to advising the Board on strategic 
research planning. On February 1, 2013, N. el-Guebaly Professional Corporation was 
contracted to perform this function. Subject to the provision that annual reporting compliance 
with the Service Agreement conditions, the appointment can be extended for two additional 
fiscal years (with possibility of renewal).

Note 7  Economic Dependence

 The Institute receives its principal funding from the Minister of Treasury Board and Finance. 

Note 8 Related Party Transactions 

 During the year, there were no related party transactions except for transactions with the 
Minister of Treasury Board and Finance and partner universities as disclosed in other notes 
and schedules to these financial statements.

Note 9 Budget       

 The revised 2014-15 budget was approved by the Institute’s Board of Directors  
on December 16, 2013.
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President (Research) to advance the research en-
terprise.  Previous to his current appointment as 
AVPR, Matt was Associate Dean in the Faculty of 
Arts & Science (2012-2014) and Coordinator of the 
Environmental Science Program (2010-2012). He 
was appointed to the Board effective September 1, 
2014.

O’Shea, Dr. Seamus

Seamus O’Shea, formerly Vice President (Academic) 
and Provost, Associate Vice President (Academic) 
and Professor of Chemistry with the University of 
Lethbridge. As an advocate for increasing universi-
ty participation increasing student success, he has 
been an active promoter of university transfer pro-
grams, post-diploma degrees, and student-focused 
programming. He has been active in planning 
and implementing advanced infrastructure for 
research and development, particularly high per-
formance networks and computing systems. Dr. 
O’Shea’s research interests include intermolecular 
forces; thermodynamic, structural and phase be-
havior of systems based on model potentials; com-
puter simulation using Monte Carlo and Molecular 
Dynamics methods. He is past Chair, Board of 
Directors, iCORE (informatics Circle of Research 
Excellence) (2005–2009), and is currently the Chair, 
Board of Directors, Cybera (Cyber-infrastructure) 
(2007–present). Dr. O’Shea was appointed as Board 
Chair of the Institute on February 1, 2012.

Schopflocher, Dr. Donald 

Donald Schopflocher is a statistician-methodolo-
gist specializing in population health and public 
health surveillance. Trained as a research psycholo-
gist focusing on personality and psychological mea-
surement, he obtained a PhD from the University 
of Alberta in 1993. Starting in 1995, he worked as a 
biostatistician for Alberta Ministry of Health and 
Wellness. In 2006, he became Director of Research 
at the Institute of Health Economics. More re-
cently he was an Associate Professor, University of 
Alberta, jointly appointed to the School of Public 
Health and to the Faculty of Nursing. His research 
interests include public health surveillance with 
administrative data, large scale surveys including 

longitudinal gambling studies, and the effect of 
the built environment on health. He served on the 
Institute Board from July 1, 2013 to August 31, 2014.

Strong, Dr. Tom

Tom Strong is a Professor, psychologist, and 
counsellor-educator at the University of Calgary 
who researches and writes on the collaborative, 
critically-informed and practical potentials of dis-
cursive approaches to psychotherapy. Having re-
cently completed a term as the Werklund School of 
Education’s Associate Dean Research, Tom is inter-
ested in the use of mixed qualitative methods to ex-
amine helping processes, including natural recov-
ery processes from addiction. He joined the Board 
on September 1, 2014.

West, Dr. Doug

Douglas West is Professor of Economics at the 
University of Alberta, where he has been teaching 
economics since 1981. His fields of research and 
teaching include industrial organization, competi-
tion policy, spatial competition analysis, and urban 
economics, and he has published widely in these 
areas. His current research interests include brand 
proliferation in beer markets, and competition 
in liquor store and shopping centre markets. He 
joined the Institute Board in July, 2009, and served 
as the Proposal Adjudication Committee Chair 
from September 2011 to June 2015, the end date of 
his Board appointment. 

Wild, Dr. Cameron

Dr Wild is a research psychologist, specializing in 
addiction studies. He was the inaugural Associate 
Dean (Research) in the School of Public Health at 
the University of Alberta, where he is currently a 
Professor and Director of the U of A’s Addiction 
and Mental Health Research Laboratory. Dr. Wild’s 
research interests include: epidemiology of sub-
stance misuse and addictive behaviours, injection 
drug use, and comorbid addictions and mental dis-
orders; randomized trials and quasi-experiments 
of community-based brief interventions, motiva-
tional factors influencing client retention in addic-
tion treatment, compulsory treatment policies and 

Brown, Dr. Lesley 

Lesley Brown was the Associate Vice President 
(Research) and is a Professor in the Department of 
Kinesiology at the University of Lethbridge. She 
conducts research in the area of fall prevention in 
older adults as well as among people living with 
Parkinson’s disease. Dr. Brown served as a Board 
member from June, 2010 until August 31, 2014.

Dobson, Dr. Keith

Keith Dobson is a Professor in the Department of 
Psychology at the University of Calgary. His re-
search interests are primarily in the area of cogni-
tion and various psychopathological states; nota-
bly depression. Recent areas of interest include the 
promotion of evidence-based practice, cross-cul-
tural research, and studying stigma processes and 
stigma reduction in mental health. He served on 
the Institute’s Board from September 1, 2011 until 
August 31, 2014.

Dougall, Alexander (Sandy)

Sandy Dougall started his banking career in 
Scotland and after moving to Canada he worked 
for a major bank, holding a variety of senior man-
agement positions in retail and business bank-
ing. Following a long career in banking Sandy has 
been involved in many activities in the commu-
nity. He sat on the Calgary Health Region Board 
until 2008 and on the Alberta Gaming and Liquor 
Commission for 9 years up until September, 2011. 
He has been on the Institute Board as an external 
member since November 1, 2011 and currently is 
Vice Chair as well as Chair of the Audit Committee. 

el-Guebaly, Dr. Nady 

Dr. el-Guebaly is Professor and Head, Division 
of Addiction, Department of Psychiatry at the 
University of Calgary and past Chair of the 
Department. He is the Founding Past Medical 
Director of the Calgary Health Region’s Addiction 
Program and Founding Past President of the 
International Society of Addiction Medicine. 
Currently, he is the Research Director of the Alberta 
Gambling Research Institute; Chief Examiner of 
the International Society of Addiction Medicine; 

Editor-in-Chief, Canadian Journal of Addiction; 
Senior Editor, Textbook of Addiction Treatment: 
International Perspectives. Major research interests 
have resulted in 260 peer-reviewed papers and 
chapters and 60 past and current research grants. 

Gibbs van Brunschot, Dr. Erin 

Erin Gibbs van Brunschot is an Associate Professor 
and Head of the Department of Sociology at the 
University of Calgary.  Her research interests in-
clude crime and deviance, with a particular in-
terest in the study of security and risk at both the 
individual and institutional levels. Erin served on 
the Institute Board from August 2007 to August 31, 
2011 and was reappointed effective September 1, 
2012.

Kelley, Dr. Helen

Helen Kelley is Associate Dean of the School of 
Graduate Studies and an Associate Professor in 
the Policy and Strategy area in the Faculty of 
Management at the University of Lethbridge. She 
teaches courses in the information systems analy-
sis and design and change management. Her recent 
research focuses on individual learning, accep-
tance, and use of information systems technologies 
plus e-health systems. More recently, her research 
interests include transforming the design, deliv-
ery and management of health services quality as 
a member of the Health Services Quality Institute 
at the University of Lethbridge. The purpose of the 
Health Services Quality Institute (HSQI) is to trans-
form the design, delivery, and management of 
health services quality in Canada through research 
and education in partnership with key stakehold-
ers. She joined the Institute Board on March 1, 
2015.

Letts, Dr. Matt(hew)

Matt Letts is serving a second term as Interim 
Associate Vice-President (Research) at the 
University of Lethbridge, and is an Associate 
Professor of Geography.  A plant ecophysiologist 
by training, Matt is responsible for supervising the 
grants facilitators and the University-Industrial 
Liaison Office at the UofL and works with the Vice-

Board of Directors
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outcomes, and organization of service systems in 
relation to population severity and need. He joined 
the Institute Board on September 1, 2014.

Williams, Vickii 

Vickii Williams served as the Executive Director 
of the Alberta Gambling Research Institute since 
its inception (2000) until August 31, 2015 at the 
University of Alberta. She served in an ex officio 
advisory capacity on the Institute Board and repre-
sented the Institute on a number of inter-organiza-
tional and inter-jurisdictional planning bodies for 
collaborative research initiatives.[As of September 
1, 2015, the administrative hub office was relocated 
to the University of Calgary with Ms. Glenda Wong 
assuming the position of Executive Director.] 

Wood, Dr. Robert

Robert Wood is Dean of the School of Graduate 
Studies and an Associate Professor in the 
Department of Sociology at the University of 
Lethbridge. He teaches courses in the sociology 
of crime and deviance, and his research focuses 
on Canadian social problems and the sociology of 
youth. More recently, his research interests have 
included Internet gambling, with particular inter-
est in the ways that Internet gamblers systemati-
cally differ from their land-based counterparts. He 
joined the Institute Board on March 1, 2012 until 
February 2015.
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