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•J''ht<! rm.lii'.)O~~ of th:f.s: 'NaY'.ler is to E'\Xam:l'.11e the i.rri~ort~u1c~ of symho.H:.Sl'l 

in m1® fa{':~'?: o'f .lan.~ar~~ :r:ll."1d~ switehinp.:. WhUe l!.lOYl't!"' at:t@ntillJn 'f.YU.l l'~ r;d'.v~n 
tt"' hi~·:r.@r>,:i.stral and b1-d~.a11'>.d:al cnde S"';-litehiflfl:~ the eTrle?. f«'.9tms 'l·:ril! l•@ hi­

H.vw·tml eodE" B'irl. tehin~. '1'h:f.e does not i~nly t'hat th~ forrri.i::>r. a.r~ ~.my l esei 

~nr11ffrt~-i11: ~ nwite'M.n~ a)'liol)~:f': M.-· a~d ~'nu! tiH.nruRls 1ft l'l'<:irnnl~ the- nmRt e~isUy 
r.eeo-gr1::bmd sin~e iit.: IC'i!!!r.~ifl!:11mt~ th@ tooiit ~tr~@ autd c:lll!!'~t"-~<f.iutt f(\j)fZ'in ®f .hms:m".i}I:@ 

~~f:!l.t~:hingo Th@ findiil~!.iil ~©r.l\f:!@i!'ftin~ b:Uin~hi ~uld ap-ply tliJl s .. H i!Hi'.'~&il ®~ 
!'j,~itt~hing .. 

!li1!!<.ei:u11<fl® ot. th@ vti.ifi@d t<@!® of temioology by diff@lif~1n.1J; 8~!t11lin~:i:~(l:l.!:J 1> 
@W.il! icll~)fllfl:f.t(';iOOl!ll IH'@ :ln @:tede:ll" o nB:f.-r~:!l!.ti?~l o !t©lf'.@ll:'l$ 't~ d:li.flt®i'.~1;:; r.'@~i~t®li'l!l 
~itidd.ft the ~~.mil!: im~~@, ©".t!<::h ,fi® tho19e popularly ilil!~~t!OO with Ute d:iff~:ir@n~~ 
:!jaJ~.1Jlll ~l1tsi6'!i@e in !'ngl~nd. "i.U.-dhl~t~l" Jtefera to v~:r1:i<ii!U.001;i l[iif ttf.@ k"l®m® .. 

. ~.1,'M'1r,1tU!lg4!1!.v l!lta«.::h @till °N@W~Willdl:m.d F.me;lf.mh and w~i~nd Src:®tso ~vl!Hf.1lin~'1!1'.toil fe d@ooltll.~131 
& ti.':@~~r.il~tt:<:e liil-WiJt~h f·2::~ <111f!'I.@ l&!fi~U.a~@! t@ &ft@their o 1 

f<.fo®t ~O©iolin~ui~tt~ hwe, at oo.e t:lm~ @lf'. &1w~ther 9 made "~-~11.d.~'tl\I: l'<!i.f@irreizu~ll!·!lf 
I!:@ \1:he !l~lrlioll.irc W§.Jh1~ of lein~W!~e.> 11 but w@ry few tm~e auem~ired !to· 8tud1' the! 

-Ph>:en~~M:'h ®f ~h©litmI a.!1191 a Sf!<D&tr&t® entity, a sigrd.fieilnt walt'i.@\'Jl\?. ~1:1lt~ 
~©~t&i-l'l.\l: itl.tpli~<&:fl:i@n~. 11-i!i :!a Rt'l'~e~ @SfJ~Ul!y w¥14!'lft mo®t:. ~ehol'&rs h~.v~ 
~~c@~ized it~ ~~@~ilm~@ ~ftd 1nflu@itce0 alb@it t~ciilyo 'nt~ ~'iE'Obl~ 1s tha~, 
1:flk@ lIDany oll:l'l<l!r ll®~i@l:l@~ii!llU.t; paralfuet~s 11 '1ny &lal~G!&illtil<l!l'tt of l!i)l'll:~©.U.c -lue 

fl:@Jttd® il::«.V b@ n1'.i~~itiw® 9 ·tt.hu~ "7@if'J' d:tfi!iooltt U ~a: ~liiiibl@ t@ il~W.iinll'!f.;e4 ~.lt 
a Ume ~It'll. J!tOOiol:b1~1111hti~e'i iii &t'if'i.•ing t® achimi>e {!j!J::i@ntifi~ lilt®tt1B by @t'lri.<Q1t 

t!!1tHthod@l@~, thiiJ n~leet of synibo1:tsm is lmderatandable. 

Y4!!11: ~'i eutoot rwvti:' lo@k · l(flfllbol:bnn in lmt~~ge. It e.x.iat11B ~ West Indi~n. 
bO:fi!il l@iiIMm~ ©tJ1Rndard .En~lbh would mJ.mi.~, :in: ":f;rla' voicea, tthe standai-d 

f@J:~ wh~h thra giK'le w~re eie~uirin~· mo~e %a1'1~u:r~ · Por !these btD;,8, th@i.T. 
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<:<'i<fm.1.1:·;~,r;, Gr.1i.m1 1'.i~.n;JJ.r-,ll:s ·:.dll d:iff~'l'.·cnt:lLrrte thein>J.e.b!tN'l 'by .\S.Vo:id:lng rural 

1:·o·t~)".hta'.U:.i ~~:b~l1;re-t0. The u;.other t.cmgue may 1H~ ide.nttfi0:-id a.o~ a :r+~flN~l'.:tolii. of 

:ocinl cot~-~ii;::lA)ill.$ftef;;f3" as WhC'!'.'t Hm ~ noo t•l.a.:tmed in a census th.ut S,lJ<IH>kr:U: was their 

l(itD.f!l!!'' tot1.gu~ 9 1:>:V\~1<:. tluH.ir,h ~len.skl'.'it ·19 no~ apoken artyH·here. 

l:l.n!hl SNial{.('.lr.s fri one n.r.ea sinc.1) 1951. ~C'here had. been no lf.~xodus cif 1w.1pula.tfon, 

~.rJ!' hat! th~ir.t;i 'been ·<t'l.ny rise of nat:l.onaliam as in other areas. 'What had ha.ppened 

-r~_.._, ~1 ~hanga of oyi;ribol:tsm: sor.1e t~ri.stes were startinr, 'to rer..:or;n1.lee 1TciE::len~ rathe.z· 

t:h:tr.1 Hini.h1 le:-ldet·s becmme of local pol:t.U.cnl events. In this eou:tv~.lem.t. to a 

.. 1:ot.er:t vote, rel1.r,ion "t.m.s used. as n ayn1l:1ol. 

Fis1w.1<n1 hns re'f!or.tecl on l.ang'll..:"lp;@ a.s ~ secular. symbol of eomnw:nr. ft';t~l:tnt 

'.~.nd 1!,rou,-. .a11iep.:tam:e. so stt·ong it c.nn cut across rclip,ioua dif1;ere.nees. 0-1:11e 

::~e-p1l:·~ss~.on ef natfonalisin uses rciit~fon: Article 10 of the const:.ttution of the 

ScetaH.st Arab ttel!mrrect:f.on Pat·ty defines .nn Arah .as 11 a -person tV'hose t11other to-nr;ue 

jJ.s Arabic. who has livecl on or who look'3. forward to living on AralJ. soil, and who 

IJ,-mlieves in bcf.:i.n.r: ::;i ·rneniber of the J\:ral) nation'. In this pQwerf'l..11 exr1r.cs:~don of 

symbolism,. 1.r.n.r.;u.age ia .nn essent:tal component in t:r:e holy t~:f.nity. of holy people, 

holy la;nd tll.nrJ. holy lm1insnne. 3 l.angtiaf;e is also .a t y,rim~ and fitti11g r1·oup symbol' 
. . . ' 4 

:tn s~t"Winr; aa tfoe .· H.nk with ayt.henticity in ·lanr;uap.;e n;ttmn:lnr:. · ".rhe'Tu:rl-.ish 

rjr;:~P..t~.ru'ilt b_itpuarr,e 1t-raa eu~og:l.zed and idealized as a: syuibol .of the pure,, .ru.1c:i .. ent. 

f~imple 'Hay of life 1 finding eX'!lr<'!i'ts~on :tn the Sun l • .rmguap:i~. theory. Tm:kish: is 

"I 

''th~ mother of all e'1.'.is~inr tcmp:aes 11.nd the'!;'efote any for.eig;n term l'k1.Y be readopted 

rPI'l'"lt:[cled it be r;iven a •rur1d.~h .nssonance. n.5 l~t!le thc~e exam!'les cor.1e from the. 

field; of lanr,ua,gc 11lannin~, similar instances, could be ·cited. f:roni ~ny 11rea of 

'a'('eciali::i:atio.n ,.1ithin Boc1ol1n~u:t.st1cs. 

Iiii'!.deloof'en is it town of 901 peoflle 11:1. the l1orthern lietherlarids where 

three lan,.~uar.es are ch:f.efly Sf'loken ~ Th,xtch (the of f1.cial 1.anr:ua.r.e known by all) , 

!?rieaian (a fand1y dial~~t: of some imniir;rants) and Uil'f'Ua (W'!'.onp: the ~lost a'rchai~· 
' ' 

and' d 0 :viD.nt of the _ntodem West li'rieeian speech varieties). Afl tl1ree lan.r,uar.es 

sh.are considi\~ai,le lex:(con. 'Jl1i.6.,,ol()~y, synta~ and .~e1U.'111.t:ico. ·· Why is liilpus 

i;ipoken ,,he.11 :t~ has. a :~a~J .: Ct>r,e v~~c~l)111,~;r,y· iln"1 · is. utter;ty :r~~.~d~t :;for co~uni--: 
· · · · · · · •·· · · · · ··. · eat$.oit · 



·.ll':n.,·m tlds :l.t c;·fc>.':Xf<~.d vi:n."}' fr11rc:J'J:rly that the 
~ l11nrw".f'e pu~~ii:'lm v ove:r Hilpus hf1.s as~dxni.lated 
t!.ui.t l1'1npua.p:e to so;:1,.~tld.nf much htm:-;er. namely 
~ometld.n.g P•'~rcE!'.1.ved both by outside:r.s: and by 
H:iLn'1r.!l<t>~J11e.its .i:t~ .m toll.".al and 'lll.'11.que configm."·~ 

<';'\ltt1.l\l\rt <~f a fdLm·e···hallowe<l ccmmun:i.ty _yolk~ul!_:u~.· 
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~nms HiJ:;nm iayml1011z:es a !'."omai1tic and honr.ncabl~ se.n.faring t~~adi t1.cm. 

me:.n~ly t~~am;rn1.i.t.t:1.rif'. an. t~sl'.m.r1ed t:radit:fon to the creation of an aesm•1ed 

t.~:.s.d:td.<n'l wld.1•-::h :t.a symhoH.c . .n.lly e.ssoeiat:ed wit:h the past was observc'!d. 

7 so called hy its speakers, is a descendant r;f the South 

P.::u~i.fic nidrvl.n known in th~ nineteenth century as Beach-la-mar. It 110w 

1;H:'!1~1:'l'f:l 11s H 1~.rwua franc:.. an1cmp; Ne·w Guineans havin~ no lanf;uage in cormnon ,, 

and h.~s t9p:r.end ~md flm.~!'ish~<l so that now it is one of tfoe co1.mtry 1 s three 

of.fi•~:'l.nJ. l11:ngu<:1.p;cs. It it-t preEHi~nt:ly undergo:tng creolization. 

t.., h::i.~.;ri;;~ H.ttle 'fli:'!.t:tence with or respect for a langmwe with the si.nnlf:J.ed 

fcn1\ r-1.nd structure uhich ciu'l.rnctet·i.zes nidt,ins. However, ~!.'o1~ '?is:tn .uas hest 

.C•Cc-.epted b:1• young pc:ionle. The lop:i.cal e:i~tensicm of their study, even thougl1 

th""'Y do not state ~.t {l!'.R"fllieitly ~ is that :for these young peorle (\11ho ~ once 

ar;a::t:.n 1 a:!.'.'•:!! enp:aged :f.n a pl"cJcesr:1 of "mr.oduc:tive in.vention'') Tok P:J.s):n i.r.; 

symhol:l'.e 1Jf thei·r. r.t·ou" ident1.fi.catfon roles in. this new era of nolit:tcal 

i:nd~2\P~~rHknc~. The title of the:1.:r. article irrt:plies a S}"1llholic ident~ .. fica.t:lon: ~ 
110n 'th"1!! Ac.r1.q_d.i::d.tioll'I. 1of Native· Speaket·s by a Lan.g:uar:e.1' • 13 Older. folk resist. 

'rlm yri:n1a.~.g havt~ ehoi..:;e11 their t~yrnhol. 



1''.tri.)~t11it1 !~ 

1 a tt~)11.:::1'hJ.-r~ 

c11n1~·~e o.f li.111r~~u:tstic :En:t1"1B as ·creJ .. 1. ttfJ G~")ecc·~-~ 
t:~:t;s·l~:.~ ::LB ;l:in 13:',~?~:~ry· ~~~.!;1,;Be ~(~~lt:tl~t d~~·~t'1~171YLned hJ: 
the ~:"tt~},1J,!~i'~.~··2' t:Jt.,r-rt:·n.tJ {~€Jr f.nrciliH.r:gJ:::r) a.::if th .. ;;:1 

~~~~1iif:·r~w:~:rr.·se:~u .. :5L~ ?rh.e diffr:~r~21{:e i.a X1(1lt inirHJ:I:' 

C1el!l.'.R'.'~1Y, 1:i ne~culi,'lrrr obsess:ton ii;~ at. 'c:ro:d: 
l1~11:e1o'J 4 

the or.ga:i:id.:r.air::foli'! of sioieial b~htP.tioJ!.• p.;ener·.::l.lly. Sever.al words an<l affixes 

t~:(11:1t-y .:'.\ 1£1.t,!ltul!l cnn1notatiot1 :bi. a_<ld:ition to the:b: ttSU<'.1.l mear;ting wh:i.eh reflectf.; 

irJu~ r:itt:NJ;::us .end f21.milia:}::U:y lH-1ti-1ieen the apeakers. t<Jord selection is in­

t(·3nfr.:fon:al1.; choi€!C of d:taJ.ect :i.s unfnte!~t.ional ~ but reinforc.cs tl-ie st:1t:ti.S 

ie:m.ui.~itt;ation~ Thus 1*.Wels of t~peech are found within d:i.a1ee'it$ (Geeir.tz 

d'.1,:&U:1•11f.u:tahee itl111·ee 
11

stylernE'Js" of stabw symbol:lzat:f_on ~:mi! t1110 't.ypl~s of 

i1vmCT•a'lC;1..f ks :tn i1:1m int:r.a-dialerct. system) but the die.lee ts are also in1.n'k.ed .. 

''.n-1&1~~ l:1'.;..~~~id.st.i~ tHi;l.J:i.;avior., whi.r:h Geertz sees aa a. parfi: . of ~;!1e:tr. ..,iitleii7 system 

ojf (~t:~.q1lllet1t:~~ ~ :ts p~r~~.1ifoxical, in that etiquette~ while bu:J.ldinr, a wall 

t~''lt4J>~,mtl !'Jil1ui'.i.
1 
s :ll:nineit fe~linge.,.. is always a ·wa.11 ~-;ome10ne else lmild,s, at least 

1.r~ P<"t?'lt:. S'U<i'.!h a. ·wall is 'built for t:wo uaasons: one can l"EE>spond. ii:o an 
21

.:M:n.11r:i.l" 'id.th m1. equal µol:U.:eness. en: defer to a auper.ior without eJ:pecit:i:ng 

,-:i,1-~)~lL"Ofi't":f.a~':e '.\l'.~:!li\:!f'fH£"C1d. ty ~ lO 

1;'.;ir:.;er·q:im .£ack~:mwJl.~d.r;ies the increasing popularity of Indonesian as a. 

s.ymbol of polit~.e.al nat:tonali.ty .among· ce:r.ta.in groups, a~d r~red:!'.ets the 

1.mrf:N>n:fr:.i-mt f."1'1~ ¢,f· yowg i'JE!ol)le :f.n iexpan.d:f.np; the la.nguar.;e. ll 

Sai;ru:irin st1L'!.d:!.ed the San?,o language~ spoken :1111 the Central Afd.can 
f . . 12 l~f'P1!.,bli.c: » i.n an attP..tu'Ot tti aei:seeis Senr,o s pre~tip.:e value. • 1"oir thous.a.nos 

{:If !':l<a!ople who do 11ot 0rieak French, the @lite 18.nr.;u.ar;e, Sango represents 

the only 'means of 'l.ipwl!l\r<l social rnobiH.ty. P.es:!de111ts etf t11e caV'it~l ~:lty of 

1'kmr,u:f. eonsidie:'lC themselves superior to 1 hush peorle'' ~ t-lh:kh includes resi·· 
. . 

i!ents of tthei larp.:ierr towns. Town dwellers, i11 turn, feel superior t.o 
,1.dllage dl·rel 1e,rs. 

Scime of Samaxanvs informants~ not kno~11ng some Sango words, t'1ou1d 

mu~ wo~:ds frora opther. di.a.lee ts or languages. Sa'n'.at:in accounts for such 

borrol~:tngs :tn terms of the. relative ptesti~e ·of Sango: 



!!y hypol::hea:ls :l:.s that when e. sp·?..r1ke:l' is 
.!lW<'.re of se«iren.a.1 different \·m·rds ff:>x ce::ta:i.n 
cibjects or con('!~i'tS ~- he w:lll re_j ect thc1se 
thnt at·e n;ciBt like the ones in his own 
l:inp,u.i:i.r.;e, hdnr; r~u:J.ded by th.e ·feeling that 
they a;.·e ir.l'l':'.e.r:f.or tc-> SrlnP:O. In [:o·me inst~.nce:s 
a. t·mrd from hi.<1 language m2:y have hllf!1tm completely 
natu:r.ali:l:ed in the. Sanr,o lanr;ua.ge and be :i.n. r.enei·al 
use tln:.1n1r;;hicmt t.he 4':.om.lt.ey, bt..\t it.B :f.d~nt1.fi.r.at:'l.on 
wlth his ·ve:r.mlt-;ula'l' is reason en@ugh fan~ him to 
-rceject it~l.3 · 

6) 

'!hut~. ylrestip.e is tJ for.co leading to heterogene:1.ty rather than un:i·­

f1:n.·1nity in ape,-!eh. Peorile reject linc4lis_ms, since }"liCO'f."Hex· Sango is whatew~1~ 

:lfonn u:Ul •io\I! beti+ay their ol".':i.~in ~ 1. e. , peo'{lle see it as a syml.lo;b., of lemd:i:1g 

tl1e~:1.r (inferior) village status behind them.· S~ma:ir.in has added, to the 

abu1ulance o'f: no.n~H.nr,u:1-st.ic ev:ktence that reonl.e w.nnt to lose thetr vi.lla.ge. 

'ident::U;y, S'J1l'e st1ec.$.fie 1:1!.n.ruistic. cv:tdenceo 

Any 1"'.nrallel ease would have 't:o lui'7e two major c::hara~~ter.istics~ 

acieordinr to 8.r:llna:r.:f:n: a prestige· idea~, mid speech dt'vers:f.ty in response to 

the ideal. He cites two such casl!s. The first is seen in En~lish M.aJl.e·t~ts » 
I 

whe1:e speakers 21re inc11msiste11.t irt tlv~ir pronunciation. 'l'he secf.md is in 
' 

11c:ertain fll)ms of e.xtretr1e 1.anp,uage urbanization'·~ for example, the Town 
I 

Bet~ba lmtr,uage of P,hodesia., uhich 1le ~ays is a f'Ol.itienl symbol of conscious 
I 

t·e~ct:f.on ar-a:t.nst the old way of l:f,fe. , Samarin acknot-rle.dges tha.t more :r.esenreh 
ll• :, 

i~ nee(!SSat"Y tt!:I v.aliclate his clafr.1. 1 

.Japanese i1ome1'!. t-rho marry. Amer:f.cans. and go to _llmet':lca to live (as dis:­

til:tct from American .. Ta.'!').~mese) .have btae~t found to switch,between Japnnese ';:hen 

visitinr, J'a~.an, when ~-rorkinr: (for Som~) irt Jarianese restm.trll.nts, nnd t-rhen 

taU:inr: l:rith b:tlinr;uril friends~ who were often '<.far .br1.des. The lanp;uar,:e of . . J .. 

social interch:s.nge ir:t .Japanese; in co~rrast, Enr.lish is usep for a variety . 

of f.unct:f.ons, sucl1 as tcilkinr a.bout p;otids and serv~c:.es; and: speak:i.ng w:f.th 

family and neighbours (althoup,h less thr;lfsh is used if the husband is away 

a lot_ say at sea). Enr.lisll. :fo used t-r~eri spe.11k:1ng of. American object,s. 

exper:1e11ces and points· of 'View, e.g.~ :if they are talking about A:rue~i~an 
, . I 

fo()d or clothing 5 or if' th~y are talking about their huaban.ds. 

· Enin-Tri-rt' 11~othesizea tt1at "fis'.'langua~e shifts, content '~ill 

shift l 5 
Apa.rt from tl\~ · tiredi~table cbde ~7~tc;:h~ng . coiic,e:~ing ~e.~ta,in 
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De c~mrp :l.8.1 ir.n'l~': l:lnr"lut1.st ~YhOEW~ wcn:·'k mtnlnt:h~es du~ role S}l'J'.\holiRm 

~1~t~1:y·;;: Ir<. h:1.1:tn~i.w.l ·code s~d.tcrdnf'• 6ne nf 111.s r::tudi.•:s r;rlses an :l'.111rnr.t:m'C 

1t1ue<.it:t.:~11. ~ v•wtve,ye. d<1 we~ f:lnrl l!l. la.nguar~e: 1.n t1m m:tn- c:d: the. :l).1d1.v::l.diJi.:tl 

ffY~e:ab:::t,, cri· :f.u t:he !"!.f11:::1ech corn:munity'f' He d.te:s a post-·cr.eol.:~ speech (;.Ornm1m.:ti:3r 

,Jmw.lf.ea~ ;,;i.c:>: r.m .. ru:e.n. :bt wld.ch it. :ls cliff:!.l,'!t.:!lt to clist:c:l.nrru:!..sh hetwecn lanr:w1.f~e.$, 

lt:l:.al.;:~a:!tf> and styles,, and that: these three concepts "s.eer;: to merv~ as only 

r~~l.f!t:ive tfftl':~s 'w1J:hi.n scn:te l.nrge1: system11
• !le claims tbnt:. nobody has evex 

f:tHllt'!d M.::,iti.nct:l'..on. between intr-!'1.-f'P.!':Sonnl and inter.··personal vax:tat:t.on.,, t:lltat 

i.e.,, &l formal l:tn.f'U~ .. stic. di .. nt:L:nctior~; one J:l1USt ~O outs:f.de 11.rip,u:lr:H::ks f~c 
. l6 

i:~l:hn~"Jlogy 01: t.o iw!'.:1.olop;-<J. :f.11 or<'k~:r. tC\ distinr;uish such var:1.2bles. · 

f·.s supp<n.·~: for t.ld.s clt1im ~ De Cw.w1 uslf~S two exrunpl<:~s. First~ the 

t1~:ie of iternti'r~~fl in Jelmtd.c.n is only empirically ohset"Vahle as a. COl.'!fll.ctc 

patte·r~·n if O!'•lt~ e:«'ms::ltfors the cor:1p0Fdte picture fror.1 all h:i.s inf'onnant~; .. 

Second~ tht"! rvo:rnl ht.·ar.·;ndm; » rin id(.>01-.horte, tr.eaninr, different things :!:n di f-· --·-"'"-"'-·-· " ,. . . ) 

fawent 13.'I~:as > t~?.t":!ami that the cocirosi.te pi~~ttt.:re tells notldng a.bout hm:! 

[~f.1.f~2!::1t ·theH.11rlf!t:f..c,ai. a.ssur:.ption is that 't"\Rleir of idiolect 8nd c.0JT1l'f1un:!.ty belong 

t.n t'lnt:J.rely d:tffer1;nt fort'l(J.l syste.r.is. •ro 'it~xpln:J.n the in.i:ersection betveen 

tht?. tuo ~ one. turns ·to' other cH.sciplines. However~ as De Camp points out~ 

It MW be t'!Htt certain conversion xules. or 
switching 0·1)a;>.'."at:tcm.s between :ic1iolects ••• 
may 'be eve:!'.;rt·ri~ere co1nmon .bettteen dinlec.ts ~ 
heti;:reen tlie idiolect and the lanv;uar;e, or 
bett-:e.:.n. Ji.istoricnl atar;ee of El. lsnp;uap:e and. 

. thus Ma)r lH>o considP.re.c1. 1nat:ur.al' processes 
wh:.i.ch shotild he expr<~ssed in. the r.raf'1!11ar.. 
But these 't-JOUld be el'.11)1.r.ical . l~la.ims' 't·rh:!'.~h .·· J '7 
uoui.d. rtwwire data to prove or dil!'lfir.ove tllier:.1. ·-

In shcrrt then, Dt."! Cnr".Yl ts c;;ill:lnv, f.or a theoretical construct to 

aec<mnt fot· speech nets within the context of a comnnm:f.c.ntion net'Work. 

whill'.!h has threi~ di'l!~ent::i.on.$ th.n.t De Cnmp ·calls perscinal contnct ~ register 



t1~H?. t1aji.t>:e th.'..~ti)1:~?tical t:tP1?1t!ooacl1es t·tl~i€.~h. ?'!.::r'\r'1:~ ~be:f..°';n 

18 
t:hM::. 

~":t.o,h'!ti<..'\n U:i.k<f'i De C:-m:rr) st.rei::ses iitnna:i.ns "t1h::tc.h 1~an be einpir.'i~::ally 

:hl''W~r:1.t:tg.nttl'::<l ~ ~~~} th .. at thei;se tend. to be phys:f..eally well defined se.ttt:inr;s 

l.'.\'.J.th~r li:h.:i.ri., :6nc ex,ann;le$ stylistic sett:i.11p,s. It ruay ·well be., howeve~, th.at 

r11.eth1r'M:l11,':llt0p;:!.e.r1.1 <~!Xf:J•~rlif!n~e haa clouded what is a vital concern t~' the 

t.he6';r:h~il::.. GlJljy,:pelt':E', htlB 1.~wil1.~s:ll!!ed status in defining rulll'! relationship~, 

st.l'.1.tus :h:i. t.eri:1s of posit:i.ons oecupie.<l within .the sod . .::tl system. So, in 

add1t:fon to eons:1.de:i:·{ng the oceasiona when switch::i.nr, ta.f:es plnce 3 a theoey 

should :::i.1so .!!C:cou.n.t for. th('! stylistic level, cC!nsiderfnp: inter-'fle:rsonaJ. :.:i.nd 

J:.,nter·-r:roup ri:~lat:I.cm.ships. Gtinl.,erz considers that both social occ:as1.ons 

aJid flcH:::ltrtl rcel,rcJ.t:ILm"l.sh:tps a'!:'e finite in nurnb.er. 

r~cod11:;1·i.«:mr:h pi·ovides m1 example of the importance of f:l.niteness. He 

rH.stinp;uish(.l)H bc•ti:reen the c.omposite identities assum1~d by a pe.rson alonr, 

w:1.th 1.d.en'i::l.ty relationships~ nnd compon.ent statuses which enter into and 

di<~fin(;! tlwse. .c\. person w~.11 ~elect particular id.entities appropr.inte to 

ea•:!h <!'.H:easion. i::ow these co-occur cornprise~1 the system of social relations. 

B.s.rth helie:ves that t11is system br proce~s is observah1e, that values a.re 

f.!'.npir.ic.al filets wh:lch may be d:f.acovered since: they are ultimately subject 

t.o ohserval,le trnnsactio11al yn:oce~1eies. If we accept Barth vs view of so.c:ial 

fO!"f'1 .ns p'.R'.'OCCSffttal and !:mhj~c.t to ef'\fl:f:ric~l stucly p then We tnove one sten 

1~lo::H.'ir to r.eco11d.H.x1r. a theor.etic.al construct with nu ahstract: like syn1bolism. 

Y.'cn: la<:tf\mge does syr111Jol:tze vnlues ,, At its most. o'b .. ,d.ous a.pplicat;ton 

li'N'~. could eon.s:f.der Bc:rnst~in' s restricted and elaborated t!()des. And we l1·now 
.« 

tla~t ·the :rcestricterl eod.e :t~ more ensily pred:f.ctablee Guhperz h.s.s riualifiecl 

Bernast~~:!.n' ~-:i poi;;d.tioxi hy h:f.s ?£~~1 study. For Be1"t1.stei11, a v persorta1 r sense 

m~~tm:s uae of the elaborated code. For Guriperz, this sense attracts use of 

. the More. f rud.li~r nnd t'elaxed rurnl c11et.. C'.onn~sely, \1.on,-.,,ersflmal bot."ln'R.1 

t•~nds t{1 hf, used us an @duc~t.ec1 code, but at t:.ll'les also a ritu<-.lb:ed re­

st.r:i.cted c.~d.e. Furth~r.niore, a code switch c.en siflmtl a sto?,tus as beinr; 

relevn:nt or not~ as :f:n Blom and Gumperz' study of tniddle class univers.:f.ty 

atudnnts who rrwitc~hed codes in iw.medinte response to 'i'\artie1.1lar topics, or 
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ee.1111.talil"l!?l @:i1:!0Hf', 1f'ie~cma.-i.'"''nt re~1idents can b~ ohje'l:t:tv·E'!ly measU'l.'(~d. And nobody 

M::mld. :t!::tsp<~Jt:e thl:l.t th:1.s t@ndemcy S}'mbolizes fl!'.~:::J.lngr; of t·.i:,s~'.!:ntm£;·o:t a~;r-d.i1;:,:t 

n~-v.r~~r..~m,ers -..rh>l'.'I illay exploit the economy, and a. soc.i.a . .l.. re:c11'n.seiousn~ss refll~ct:i.ng 

~:he 'P>'.~'<1':Sl.:::~.gic1:;1s desb:e for ~1olitJa:r:f.ty within a e<arit.ain socit!l group en f'.:h;'l 

isl~nd. 1"s,"'!'ft:'. how does iC'li'i.e def:l'.ue. fo:li.'1llt!lity OZ' !'lr<?.Stige O:C ~101.idarit.y~ l~t 

.£l'1.11J1'!121 nne::t'!.SUJr.c the symbolic comiotntions of such lrords? 

:Prid~ m.ab.~s a very :dl11portant d:f.st:i.xu.~t:f.on 1~1 npprm1chinf this 11~oblem, 

Bil:'lsi.guali .. l."m. rind b:l'.cult::u.iralism are often .ae.E;umec. to 'be synonymoun ~ but each 

If the t"!-m can 

HmJ i'.c the social and nersona.1 values which d~ter1itlne c.ode switching can b1~ 

i.soll".tr~d ,, th<t!!n symbol:1.c choices can be talked al:.cut :t.n sped.fi.c t,erms ~ 1rh:k~h 

tlli'.'Lr1r:H us clof:H:i:r. to me1Hmrement, sfr1.ce they cmi 111.:~ observed. For ilttstanc.e ~ 

Pd.de Si'tys that when people del:U)En::at.ely niix lang~agea, th~~re se!?lns to be 

<m :h~vr~'.t.:l;J!.";: !'f!:lat:h'>nShir. be.tween the awareness of structural ~1imflur:f.ty 01" 
! 

d:is~:lLmilarity, and its symbolic itn:portance. Yet t11e language aspects we are 

J.east !'.m;,sefriusly a-v•are of may be very :br1portant. 

~.Ji.rm, nr,ain, there are ov~rt !11.arker.s in spe~ch. mowe 1:1.nr;uist.:ic, but 

[Jthe:rs vp~rn·-l:f.nr;uistic' or n.on-H.ngu!sti.c~ which r,mat he cons:f.d~red. In 

·eoni;d.dez·:i..np: these~ Pride says, 1'one can on.ly be guf.ded in thli!! lust resort 

'by :tntu:i.t:J.ve fecl:f:n.p for wh~.t 1.s 111eanin~ful, and wll<it is not meaningful 1 ~. 
I 

To return to 13ernstain 's codes~·. we could cmtside1~ the restrit!ted 

t".r1de ni:i s;::>:rv:tnp: $.S social symbols, and the elnborafred code as 11!nclividuate<l1 

:~ymhols. The. Goc:tal s~rtnbols are mo-r.e p_redictnhle ~ '!fluent .tmd repetit:tve; 

the inc1:1.v1.dua.ted11 ar.e more planned, hesitant and c~mplex. It is as if one 

is slowly tiut int"!!xor.tthly drawn to a first principle~ whoever 1 
G framework 

I 

one att.emnti:1 to follow, i.e., to an intra.··pei~sonal ·level. It also seems to 
follo'tv froM this that,. if one c~nnot l'}ccount for .. syf.llml:f.&'111 at th:f.s le.vel, 

thtZ!!!. a.y study tends to become bo~"'.p;ed down as one moves to the 'm.a.crolevels' 

ot1t: and beyond. 
I. 

Whatever else can be said. a lot has been achieved since the pioneerin.g 

worl~ of Weinreich~ who in twelve short yeara is sadiy o.ut of da.t~. He was 
l, 

II 



n'bJ...e to distinrcu.ieh between ncn-structural fa.ctors., smr:e of whit".h a'fe. :.tn~· 

her<':'.'tit :Ln th~~ h:i'.1:1.T'.i::'U.rtl N~irsm1 is rclat:Lon to the l1:c"nfuap:cr~ h ... o: 1n::i.nrs i;nto 

contm.~t ~ such as th~~ sne.9_1,:cr.' s faci1:1.ty of verbnl exp;:·ess:t .. 1·m:, on tlw.; other. 

h<'.nd s h~ stressed ·!t'elationshi!'s l>etFeen hil:tnpual rroups. Ile called for an 

:f.nJ.:e.rdim:!inlin::n::y npproac.h!. and :for a l'Bycholor:ic:a:l the,o~; of hilinr.ut!'l.list• 

t f .ii' t ,,.. b - l . 19 ""! :!' l .. " t i r. to ~1c,~oun or in.:er:rerence .e1..v7een anr;uar;es. ..1. l .s .as._ po.1.n . s o..: 

fundamental ::iJl'f'(l'r.tanee, and the conclud:i.np sect1.on of t:h:ts paper will 

att.et'tpt to show how 1' theoretical frameuork may be tleveloned to account 

for t11e intra-pPrsonal a,;; a starting point. 

Related to th:f.s amiroach is Pr:f.de' s approach~ which has Leen called 

i taxonomnr11.e' (as oprH1se<l to :lnteractional and b:lnnry approaches). Implicit 

:ln th:I.s <1.'1'11lt'ot:teh is the notion of a 'laPful 1 tr~m.sact:t.on, lauful il'l that the. 

c.onse~u£>.nces of n sneech act i:nust lle considered. The analys:f.s of a sreech 

net r.H.J.st account for the comrile::i.: nnt'Ure of nny choice fror;, .e1nongst thousands 

of. available opt:lons :tn lexical items. Again. note · th;;1.t this t1aeo1•et:ical 

notion :l.s r10duc:tnr: to an almost simplistic principle of startinr: with the 

nost fund;u:ient:al iteMs) so that: we have a riven catalogue of situations, 

which e";hodi<?s the idea of· precedent mttl the choica .of register va?::l'.ety. at 

the intnl.'-1->c.rsonal levei first. 

A rr1ost prom:tsinp de.yelor'!l1ent has he.en f\Ut forward l}y J'T. A. K. 

1fa111<lny. 20 II:J.s stu<ly is of one· child's ~c<Juisition of lanp:uage, so any 

conclus:fons from such a limited stucJy must u11derr,o further research. At 

firct glance one mip:ht also wonder at drnwinr. a parallel hetween lanf!tulp:e 

acnu:ts:ition nnd code "uitchin~. 'Fundamental to any such pnrnllel is the 

d::b1:ts:f.on of lanpuap;e ncC'uisition into a ··,,re··latwua'j".e1 stare and an "a<lult 

lanp-uap:en ntap:B. iJhen ~ar.e.l~ the child Halliday studied, uses the "personali: 

function of this nre~·lanr:uar:e stnret he is movinp. into adult lanr;uap:e for 

t~i..e fl.rat t:t~e hy us:t.n.f' ri~t·Annal lanr:uagn (lih:lch He;oms that he is expressinr 

11.:f.t"r:elf, ;rn if to say, "Eere I cor.e. "). · to sym1)olize his a~·«a:re.nesa that he 

~till p:et. More ~ttention if he uRe~ ach1lt ln.nrunp.e. Also fundamental to any 

such nFJrallel is tlu.i.t ltalliClay ~-A usinr. the intra-·personal level as n 

ntart:f.nr noint t althour.ll not in :i.solation, of course. 

l!nlliday looks for suf\nort to the functionalist school of psychology 

an<l nnthronolor;. I!e sees. the functions .. of th~ '!'re·:-.J.anru;ipc stave as: 

l.. Instrur1ental (wantinr; sol!!.ethin~ 1'aterial) 

2. Rer;ulntory (a tuo-uay r:rocess.hetueen T'nrent .anc.'l child) 



I'" In:forcai:::f, \l•:i'. (tm~ ''inrd utte:tBnc.es > :l.T•1.portant for orri,atd.zat:!.on 

of sentt!nl'.!~ str~!~tu:re)" 

He: fou.r>.1:1. noth:!..n)t': 8yistet!1at:l!.c fnr. rdne months; theI1 h~ f'ot;,nr.1 u.o g:caror.i..;:n~, 

but ·r:-a.t.Irn'.g: t;mmd \".1ea.n'f.n1·~ u;tth two !H'.\n:t::tnti;:! cla~-:s:es. on.e r:ls:f:ng (rest:rdcted) 

an.d cne fa.lling {elRJ,01·.ated), uri till the age of two years. '11ius, by class:!..":" 

fyinr funet:f.onei ~ 'kJ.all:i.day is arr:i:vinr; at an '1l\'l:'!aerst.m.•<linr; ~.,f semantics. For 

e::;:.;sm;pl.e, rlv:rr:!.in.~r the tTCm'1ait:tona1 sta~.e (from 1 1/2 to 2 years:}, a falling 

in.tonaticm is 'fH~:tf·~'i.""!nat:tve or rr .. -:1.t:hetic :f.n that a '':Terbal response is wanted, 

·· w'h:f.:le a d.sing i:nt:onation ·ls "f''Y.'afariatic tn that a non-.. verhal response is 

V:7~~11t~4-:!:d.,,, Tl·ic ·!natl1etic fun ~.tlon iru:1.1':es use of a: syral~c)lic system to learn 

nhmit reality. Nigel asked fox:'certain object in terms of sal.ienca, eor;., 

they moved, or. in personal terms 9 i.e. , the i<lea o.f a security hlanket, as 

?>ome dxtena:ton of h:tmsel!f. !lip;el. µsed such obje~ts to lenrn al'}ouii: or to 

eross-·:1 .. :ndex the crrv1:ronment ~ ·when he snoke of a ''bird", this word symboli3ed 

;'! 1\w.lk1
' an.KI ::yef:1terday11

, a:.i.nce he saw a bird on a walk .the f'Y.'e~J:t.nv.s day. 

".!"'.he mathet:I.c func!t1.on is lost at two years, since it does not e~:::ist in adult 

Engltsh, ~'° the n-.ro<Ce.SG involves urtlearn:f.n~ as well. 
21 

So Halliday is, .a 

f~J.rict::tonalir·~t Hho 9 v.mlike the structu:ra.lists, does not disti.nr,uifth l;etwil>.en 

ani:r.m.l Et.ml htmm:n hehavior., as Piar,et and C!1orai;,;ky wouid. 

Ha!lida;7 concludes by atte.inJ'ting t:o apply h;i.s theory to the broader 

r;o.c:f.al con.text. AP. inent.foned llefore, a the.ocy based on t:he study of one; 

d:d.ld needs muc.h 1nor..e !?Xl"l.~P.ina.tirr.in, but it Q.oes seem a inc.st pt:om:t.si.ng arrr.1::"i)tU!h .. 

l.n cm:atr.ast t.o 'Piaget, Halli(l~y 1leli~'1'es that "the (!h'Ud f s construction of 

J:e.aHt.y is ach:f~ved larp.;ely through~ the. medium of langu.ar,ei.. He makes e. 
' ' 

c1e1?.1.!.' dis Unction he It.Ween lea1'.-n:b.1r a la.riguage and lea ming c.;_u tu:re, although 

bo~h are closely intel'.'dependent. l:le eo~eiders ··the social system to b~ a. 

s<~miot:lc, i.e., "· sy~t.~m of mean1:ngs realized through .the linguistic syst(~1n. 

'fhe U.11guistic semiotic 1.a just one of the ~yml,oli.c systems through which 

't11e social semiotic is reuiz~d. but he bf!lieves that the d.evelopmenta.1 

lnnr;ua.ge procesfl is the primacy one~ If he is correct t then there nre 

important irrrnlicatipns for all 121.n~uage pro<.:~saes ~ 



In rir:i.ncl.nle. a child i.s lea.min{" 011e 

!l!eni.ot:'!lc r-JysteFt, the culture, and. 
Gitr1u.ltan~~oi~r:l·y· 'be :t.n learn.i~~i t!1e 1netmrn 
•nf lit~"''l:"l.-cf:n~·: H:. ..... ~ sieeond se.mfr;tic 
system, th·P J.t:11ct}"1ll:>ifN~!, vbich il"i. the 
1.nte1·m~~ili.nry :tn 'trh:f.ch thf1 first mu~ :ls 
~~nc.inded. This is a very cowrlex 
si tuntion. In order to sot·t ::tt out, let 
us fl.rst id(~nt:tfy the vnriouR coNponents 
which mah:!: un the total picture of 
languar,e as so<.~inl interact:l.on ~ a.s 2.2 
l!'i:i::nrefH&don of the1 soci~l S<t:>J'oiotic. 

69 

This :J.s th~~ cn.11x of t:h~ m .. .,, tter. ·If he is ·~ma.bl.c f!.:o untablo the~ very 

comnlie:?i: rn:oct;ss. ther; he 'f'II:'civides a. thct~oretic.al f:r.ar:;woirk to which research 

can be a:pplfir.,c!. 

•r·ext is tlH~ 1~nr;n.!:t$~C rieo11le produce and react to. Text is meaninp;s, 

~meodr~~1 in Fordinrs, sottm11.n~s and spellings which make up a Sf'-..mantic tm:tt. 

Text :i.s ahm ciwd.ce, a selectJ..cm froh mnY?erous O'f'tions. The totnl set of 

such oriti.tl')ns is t11e mea:ninp; potential: text rcnrasents fi:he a.ctuali:r.atinn 

of thfo tletmfr1.r pote.nt:ta.L '!'he !'ietminr.; 'i'!fitent::Jtal mc"1y be inter!'l]:eted 1.n 

1.:.'u'' cont1:~xt:s, s1'tu.:1.tion o;:- culture. 1\ situation is ''the medim~: in whidi 

te~ct lives am! hret1.thesiiz, viewed .rm a semiotic structur:e derived fr.om all 

T!ter:minf" :1:·eL1t:f.ons in tlw~ rmd.al Rystem. Thus we can tr1lk .nhout the Aet of 

i~t1Lnera1 feJatu1res cha.raeterid.ng ce!'ta:.tn situation types. The third concept 

i:;; r.er,ister, ''the semantic variety of which text is an :f.nstance"' ~ the 

~al't:i.cular cm1f.ip:ur.atiC1,n of me.an:'.n~s ussociated with a p::i.rt::J.cul;u: situat:fam 

t:y1~e. 'l"'he fo11.irt:h component is the linvuisti.c systetn itself to which the 

1~teced:lnr: conc~~pts nmst be related. 

To do this, Hnll:t.da.y isoli"tt~s three function.al ccrriponents of the 

tu:'lult seiwtnt:ic system~ idE"i!tional, in.tetpersonnl artd textui1L He believes 

that. typee of activity, role relationships and sym,bol:k ch3l.'l.i:1eis m:e all 

realized throuf'·h selection :tn these three areas of tt1ean:f.np; potential. 

Ideat1.o~lal 1a the content: function of lnnr,uar;e. Interr,ersonal is the 

na.rt:f.ci:1:-atory function. T(~Xttml. is the relevance function~ relntinr. the 

other funct~.i:.'ins to t:lm en~,rc)ront1i.~mt. .All. three connonents are found in any 

adult exch;mpe. 

Thf' fifth element is the social structure. Whereas the social system 
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1:-ef'.f>.:t:'< to the c1.t1t1.r.re ~· Sfl(!:'f.al stntctu:re l:'.'ef(~rs t.o th~~ nrp:m::d.zai.t:f.on of 

S(H.::tety. :n(;;:rn2itein h;:;:::i $ho·t·rn !mw soc:lnJ. struct.u:r.e :ts rmt TJerlph~o:r0l ~ but 

an. 1.n.te:rr.r~l <~le2:1ent :bt tlm d(~erier ;;rocosrH:~s o·i: c~·ic:1.al interaction. S tru.c·· 

ture 11as three. &i.m•.'!IlSions: fi.E-'.!ld (:!'.n te:rir;i.~ of onp:rd:ng a~.tiv:U::y) , ten.or. 

(role. relat~.o:nd1ip1:'Z involved} nnd node (th.n symbolic o:t :rh«!!tor:l'.cnl cha:n:tH::l). 

Th.6:; field also :tnelud~~s aynbolic act:f..on, a.s x-:rouJ.d the tienor. So te_1;:t; :ts 

erav:f.J:onnwm.t.a:J!.:ly cletr.~:rrnfo.erl hy t111~i:.11a three. Fleld re1a.tiae to !;he 1.<l·eat1.(:mol 

coi.1•po.:t:.ens.:., t.eino:r to the 1'..nte'll."personal and mode tt:'.I the te,,,tua.L 

tf HeU:'tt:fo.y' .s theory ia to lle applied) then predict1 . .i:n:m caii be r11~de 

from it. In a vc-n:y r~al sense, prediction :i.:s the proof of a theory. If' w1<! 

c:ould pred:f.ct when code. mdtch::b1.g will take place$ but more, if ·we c:ould 

nt'ed:tet when. sirnch mr:U::ceh:Jf:ng is» $.BlY. symbolic? then w~ ohvlously have a 

sound theoY."ell:::tea.1 base,. Halliday belit>!!iweg ue ~sJ11,sin(!e the se'll1a:ntic system 

<evolved as a fen1n of s:>'?nholic interaction in. social conte\Jxts. Thus the 

sa11m1U.e systetn shoW..d r.r~flect the str.-ucture of Sl!'.H!ial contexts in its t'lW'ii'l 

:!tntternal l!fllt'!~C111:1i:a:.1.11·1don. 

Symbo1:1.sm can be: associated with so:;'!Jeral. cf the ~l't!':!~·dfi.e conrponen.ts' 

Ba1U.day hr:us o.utU.n<:'!.d. For ~:ir:an'lple, lie sayEJ: that 11meani:n.g :ts at th<'! sa1ae ... · 

t:tme both a con1poru.:!nt of aoc:tal. .act.:i.on and a .symhol:tc t'f!Jn.:·esen'C'.ation of thr~ 

stnacture. lfJf the social acr,;16n". Alt:houp,h s~~c:h symllblism \Toul.d still he · 

d:f.if:n.cult: to isolate .and measuxe~ Halliday' s fral.1ewo1d: enables us to tallc . 

.n.1,out SYJ:"ltbolism :h'! a m.ore mesninP'ful way. We can at least associate syn-· . 
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