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What is SPARC? 
	 SPARC, the Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources 

Coalition, is an international alliance of academic and research 
libraries working to correct imbalances in the scholarly 
publishing system. SPARC’s pragmatic focus is to stimulate 
the emergence of new scholarly communication models that 
expand the dissemination of scholarly research and reduce 
financial pressures on libraries. Action by SPARC in 
collaboration with stakeholders – including authors, 
publishers, and libraries – builds on the unprecedented 
opportunities created by the networked digital 
environment to advance the conduct of scholarship. 



SPARC is: 

“SPARC is hope and power and action  

through collaboration...”


 James Neal, Vice President of Information Services and University Librarian,

Columbia University.


Chair, SPARC Steering Committee, 2003-2005 




The collective 
 SPARC (North America) – 228 academic and research libraries 

and library organizations (CARL, AAHSL, ACRL…). (You!) 

 SPARC Europe – 100 libraries in the UK and Europe 

 SPARC Japan – 500 libraries 

 Alliance for Taxpayer Access – 90 patient, consumer, and 
student organizations, publishers, businesses, libraries 

 Open Access Working Group 

 Canadian Open Access Working Group 



Strategy 
 SPARC’s role in stimulating change focuses on: 

1.	 ADVOCATING policy changes that advance the potential of 
technology to advance scholarly communication and that 
explicitly recognize that dissemination is an essential, 
inseparable component of the research process;  

2.	 INCUBATING real-world demonstrations of business and 
publishing models that advance changes benefiting 
scholarship and academe; 

3.	 EDUCATING stakeholders about the problems facing 
scholarly communication and the opportunities for change. 



Open Access 
A vision, where research is 

 ACCESSIBLE  
 online, 
 for free, 
 immediately after publication 

 AVAILABLE 
 To use 
 And reuse 



Four paths to Open Access 
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Three take-aways 
1. SPARC member resources 


2. State of play 

3. Ideas 



Recent efforts, advocacy 




Papers Approved for Processing in the NIHMS 



$60,000,000,000+USD 




Advocacy, local 






Incubation 




Incubation 
 Income models for Open Access: An overview of current practice 

 Campus-based publishing partnerships: A guide to critical issues 

 Publishing Cooperatives: An Alternative for Society Publishers - A 
SPARC Discussion Paper 

 Sponsorships for Nonprofit Scholarly & Scientific Journals: A Guide 
to Defining & Negotiating Successful Sponsorships 

 Setting Up a Nonprofit Tax-Exempt Corporation 

 www.arl.org/sparc/publications 



Recent efforts, education 




Open Access Week 
 Calgary site 



You are a part 
 Plug in to the SPARC network. You are part of the constellation 

 Dig in to one of the program areas. Become fluent with any one 
area. Brochures, webcasts, events. White papers. Sparky Awards, 
Open-access policies 

 Start conversations on campus 

 Get to know us, help us get to know you 



Thank you 
Jennifer McLennan 
jennifer@arl.org 
(202) 296-2296 

http://www.arl.org/sparc 
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