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THE )

LOTTERY EVIL

IN THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.

Dear Bir, . :
The magnitude of the lottery evil in Montreal has drawn
. the attention of the best classes of the pﬂpllllﬂult to the
- matter, with a view that it may be -tl;lped out,
At the present time an active cam l‘nllheln;ﬂlﬂl
against the evil; a case is being fought in the courts, and

hostile petitions are beéing circulated, and have been numer-

onsly signed. These petitions and others of the saime pur-
port. formally endorsed by the labor-organization known as
the Knights of Labor, have been presented to Parliament at
its present session. They uk that the law be amended 86
that developments such as are now in evidence shall be
impossible; that the lottery features shall be eliminated,
and that in short the authorization of the law be with-
drawn from enterprises which have sprung up, but which
were never in contemplation by the law-makers of this
country. These Art Unions flourishing in Montreal can be
shown to be nothing more or less than lotteries of the

worst type. The sworn evidence already adduced in the
- courts in this city, and the facts set forth in the sub-

. Joined newspaper articles, clearly demonstrate that in the

lﬂtﬂﬂwwﬂn[u!thu.ﬁ.rtﬂnhupmﬂmhuhmh
muflmwm .

Ll

3
i
3
1
E




Apart, however, from the legal aspect of the case, there

is the moral side, which Invites tha closest attention.

These lotteries are u drain upon the resources of the

poorer classes of the population of Canada. This class,
more than any other, In tempted by the prospect of what
to them ls considerrd a fortune, in winning the larger prises.
Money is gonstantly and consistently -squandered In the -
'pnrnlt of -prizes seldom won.

The magnitude of the evil {s presented in the accompany-
table, compiled by the Montreal Btar, after.its editors -
nudn a paibstaking and exact calculation of the con-

ditiony:—

A FEW LOTTERY AND POLICY STATINTILR

Montreil has thris lerias sad Four polley salabllshmeuts .

Ench rear there are ot least 110 lottery drawings, . o

Esah year Lhare are 100 palisy dawing.

h”—vﬁhhmﬁmh——m

Of ikils sum porbaps half b pives bak in priee.

4,000 000 of poliey tiekots &ry inld #very year to prople ihu:m-hlulll 1o one
'Hhuﬂmhilq.—lm-ﬁruhhnmhmmmr

From the Montreal papers also has been taken a correct
description of the various methods of gumbling prmtiud
by thule so-called Art Unidns, y

-

LOTTERIES IN THE BTATES.

The experience of the United Btates with lottery enter-

prises—and it cannot be said that the establishments in
Montreul are anything else—is both interesting and instruc-
~ tive to recall. For the purpose of Illustration, the case of
the Kentucky Lottery may be chosen.

When that concern was fighting for its life in the courts
of that Btate, and when, finglly, ‘the illegality of its ex-
istence was shown in a judgment in the Court of Appeals,
' the deliverance was accompanied by this opinion:

"+ + .+ Y“a privilege which tends to foster and encourage
a spirit of gaming; is productive of injury to the people of
ﬁ.ﬂmmﬂﬂ.ﬂdlimmmﬂ{t."



On Beptember 28, 1880, Hon. 'P. W. Hardin, Attornej-
Qeneral for the Btate of Kentucky, in n letter to Mr. An
thony Comstock, post-office Inspector, New York, sald of
thu Kentucky Lottery:— :

“Under the guise of a charity, and the pretext of a legal
sanction, It robs the poor, and allures with false hopes, and
leads to ruin both young and old. It Is against plblh:'l

policy and public morals.”
‘The Bupreme Court of th?fUnItnl ltlhl s’ on record

agalnst lotteries even more emphatically. In. the ease of
the People vs. Btonc (an appeal from Mississippl Courts)
the Court of last resort in the United Btates beld “that
lotteries are demoralizing in their lrﬂﬂ:tl, no matter how
corcfully regulated.” | -

And again, in the same case it wan ldindnd‘— .
“They (lotteries) are a species of gambling and wrong In
their influences, They disturb the checks and balances of
a well-ordered community. Boclety built on such a founda-
tion would almost of necessity bring forth a population
_ of speculators and gamblers, living on the expectation of
what chance might award them from the accumulation of
others. Certalnly the right to stop them In governmental,
Iﬂhhmulﬂlﬂml‘jlimhmntﬂdr

discretion. +

“Any one, therefore, who acceptd @ lTottery charter dnul
s0 with the implied understanding that the people in their
sovereign capacity and through their properly coastituted
nuthorities may take it back at any time, when the publle
good shall require, and this whether it be paid for or not.”

THE DUTY OF CANADA. TR

How much more, then, wounld it be the duty of a govern-
ment or of parliament, in view of the lgst -utterance, to re- -
peal a charter not, obtaimed expressly for a lottery; but
which has been.so prostituted that all the evil conditions
noted in the judgments cited apply to the practical opera-




+ |"~lists of wuch drawings as are specially exempt in the Pro
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tions under such a charter of these so-called Art Unjons
now doing business in Montreal.-

The Louisiana Lattery of the United Htates died n natural
death at the expirgtion of Ita Btate clarter; and’ its term
of existence evolved much evil results that no power conld

be procured to extend |t, even l};r Itlrmptﬂd purchase
exorbitant figures. —n\\

To-day the malls of the United Htates are closed against .
any lottery !ﬂlﬂ']lrlll" Papers from Canada, containing

vince of Quebec may I.mt legally be sent thmu;h the Mq_uri
can mails,

If, after al} its years . of lottery e:perhnm. the United
Btates Courts and the United Btates authorities deem It
essential, wise and for the well-being of the nation to sternly
repress all lottery cnterprises, it Ill becomes Canada—
where, rightly or wmn[ﬂl:ll'lr. the impression prevalils that
our standard ‘of puhrh.' morals is higher—to tolerate a uni-
versally admitted evil, jm- to extend any legislative sanction
whatever to any schemes which may be and in Montreal”
are now being worked out to supply all the evil conditions
attaching toe a régularly constituted and npenlr conducted
lottery institution.

i ]AI‘TTEHIEE.
! (From the Montreal Dally*Witness, Oct. 31, 1898)

The ice cream man, instead of selling his dainty at a cent
a cup to the newsboy, tosses a cent with him, ‘giving him
. two cups if he wins, and nothing if he loses. The rafling of
second-band bicycles brings many into touch with gambling,
as an average of over a/hundred tickets are sold for every
bike so. disposed of, more than the hundred are ap-
pealed to to buy. When /no more is taken from the ticket
buyers than what the afticle is worth, as is the case
_fce cream, and, as may be the case with the- bicycle, |
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gregate get the full value of their stakes, and the holder
gets the value of his goods. To call it this, however, tends
to obscure the essential immorality of the.transaction, A
~ man has no right to risk the money that he has in a game
of chance or ta receive what he gainn thereby, and what he
~has In no way /earned. Men, however, do not, as a rule,
trouble themse]ven about such abstract principles, they only .
- see that gameés of chanee create in men a passion for more
and deeper play, which rulns men's lives. If a man wins at
first he wants more; if he loses at ﬂ.rlt he cougts that with
flir play and average luck; he his onty 1‘: for a better
chance of winning the fiext venture, This last conclusion,
of course, in fallacious, for the fact that o penny may have
come down heads five times in succesflon can have no
Influence over its twistings on the next thrnw and another
heid ik as likely to be turned up as is a tail. Besides this
fatuoun hope there in the pleasurable excitement stimulated
by the poskibility of great gain, only for short intervals
counterncted by the depressing thought of possible ‘loss. -
- For the young gambler, at least, has the power of almost
entirely casting to the winds such thoughts by dreams of:
an enormous fortune. This excitement grows on the gam-
bler till it not only stimulates his thought, but entirely
engrosses it. The cdnfirmed gambler or speculator loses
the ability to work regularly for small gain, as he has nof
only lost the habit of work, but has gained l.nd lost large

sums of money so easily that it seems as if honest work was

a hopelessly slow way to fortune. )

The monthly lottery of the Royal Canadian Art Union,
Limited, has just come into prominence through the arrest
of those who carry it on, on the charge of keeping a gam-
bling house, The ll.rgenm and frequency of its announced
transactions show what a vast influence such an Inntitutl:m:
can have, not only over a single city, but over vast reglons
of country. Bo general is the knowledge of the evil-effect
of a-lottery upon a community that they are prohibited
by the gambling laws of nearly all countries. - Monte Carlo .
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is now the only open gambling hell. Bookmakers. have
been allowed at horse races, as it is thought the betting
encouraged racing, and so better the breed of horses. Bet-
ting debts, however, are not recognized by law, and cannot
be legally collected. To encourage art in Quebec art lot-
teries have been legalized- by the Federal' Government,
that is, lotteries in which the prizes are works of art. Henoce
the Royal Canadian Art Union. ‘At its monthly drawings
this union offers works of art to the value of $48,000. Each
of these pictures is held at a certain price, and the winner
can either take the picture or-sell it to the concern at the
value marked on it. Imagine a hundred thousand dollars a
month, over a million dollara a year,.being spent [ Mont-
real on works of art! Would not our community soon be-.
come well endowed in that'respect? Needléss to say, the -
pictures are seldom called for, and a mere money lutterj' is
thie result. Art can do nothing to ennoble the vicious prin-
ciples of the lottery, and to associate the two can only de-
grade art, and the community- which on such a subterfuge
‘legalizes an evil. - In like manner religion is not only dis- ~

honored, but degraded to the gamblers’ standard, whejl,/—i

used as an excusé ‘and cloak for gambling, as is so often
done at church fairs by fish-pools, lotteries and tombolas.
It is for those who dishonor art and religion by making -
exceptions to the'law, which accept them as excuses for a
vice, so to amend the law aa to prevent this excuse from

rendering nugatory the whole law. .
It is interesting to coneider thie monthly drawing as a
‘money speculation. Every month tickets are put on sale

to a*value of one hundred thousand dollars, and every month
prizes to the value of forty-eight thousand dollars are distributed.
This gives a profit of fifty thousand dollars to the concern
every month, of which the customers are deprived.. On an
even bet the chances of winning are one in four. Or, in
other words, ithultmnhnnldh&ttwudnlllﬂtuuna
that a cent when tossed would land heads. The
oftener one bets and the larger the-amount staked the
N : N
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more nertai.n the loss. In this lutbery there are fuur rqplhl

prizes of §1,000, $2,000, $4,000, and $10,000, teup-ectlfeir.'-
These, indeed, look tempting. Think' what- day dreams -

~ the poor boy or girl can bujld on a_ fortune ui.' ten thousand
, dollare, Now cogsider his chances of wmmng such a pri:l'-e.

It would take one htindred thousand months, or eight thou- -

sand three hundred and thirty-three years, ntea.dllj paying
in & dollar & month to make the payer's chance of getting

the ten thousapd dollars’ prize as good as his chance of

, Dot getting it and then there would be as good a chance

of not getting it as of getting it. In other words;-he would’

have to pay in a hundred thousand dollirs and auﬂ'er anx-
“iety for more time than the world has lasted before he

would have had as good a chance of gettmg that prim as

of . loging it

~ (From the Montreal Dmlj' Star, ‘Tﬂ? 1, 1898.)

The Royal Art Umun at 238 and 240 St. Jamed afmet,
despite the proceedings taken by Mr. John A. Grose on Bat-
urday, is again doing business.

It fact, it went on as usual on }Ioudag' That was the
day of the monthly drawing, when some I-E-l] 000 worth of
“works of art” are-distributed. -

It is stated that the wheels, returned to the olﬁmah of
the Art hn:un, were put in possession of tieYpttery people

without the consent of l![l.' R. €, Bmith, the lawyyer for the -

prosecn tmn
PR}DE,EGUTIDN NOT CONBULTED.

" “This is.the most extraordinary proceeding I ever heard
of,” said Mr, F. H. Markey, of the firm of Bmith & Markey,
who have-the conduct of the case for the prosectition, to
a Btar reporter this morning. “We know absolutely moth-
ing about the application until we saw the statement in the
Btar !a.ut evening. Buch a thing W@s never done befare,-

r
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and I cannot imagine that these machines have been parted
with by the authorities. In a recent case against the bucket
shop keepers the defence fought hard to have the books
of the business, which had been seized by the authorities,
returngd, alleging that, unless they were returned it would
effecttally stop them conducting their business. The Magis-
trate in’that case absolutely refused to entertain the appli-
cation, and the books and papers DI."the bucket shop keepers
were l.ﬁpt in court for two or three weeks, and were only
returned when the procéedings were dismissed. In this

‘case, it appears that these lottery instruments have been -

returned to the defendants on an ex parte application, when the °,
prosecution was not heard,”

In order to show how wiﬂeaprmd is the lottery and policy
business in Montreal, these facts aid in arriving at an up-
derutnndmg

-

A-FEW LOTTERY -AXD POLICY ETH.TIHTICE

L

- "Mﬂntrenl has three lutt{-r'; and four "mlim"-'_eatnh]inh-
- -ments. g x

‘Each yeag there are E,aﬂi policy drawings. :
Each year there afe at least a hundred and ten lutterjr

drawings.

- The people contribute to the Imtenm n.nnuﬂlly pome

';2 460,000,

Of this sunr perhaps half is given back in- pru;ee
Bix millions of policy tickets are sold ev Er:; ¥ear to peo-

; 'ple who pay from ten cents to a dollar a plece for them.

And now a. charter has been grunteﬂ fur still another

* lottery. ;
* The methods pursued hy the Royal Art Union have. been

fully described in the Star. . Thére are a number of "other.-
places where. similar drawings aré conducted. Montreal’s.
* full list of lottery establishments, all doing hu.ulhearnndef
federal and provincial -:rhartera is as follows:

Tlle Eﬂclfl’}' of Arts of Eannda at 1666 ﬂ.llﬂ llﬂﬂﬁ ‘ﬂuh'e
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Dame Street. Drawings weekly and monthly—Lottery.

The Royal Art Union at 238 and 240 8t. James Street.
Drawings daily and monthly—Lottery and policy. &

The Promotive of Arts Association, 48 ,8t, Lawrence
Btreet. Drawings daily, weekly and monthly—Lottery and
policy.

The Canadian Arctistic Sdciety, Limited, Craig Btreet,
near the corner of 8t. Lawrence Street. Drawings daily— -
Poliey. :

Bociete des Ecoles Gratuites des Enfants Pauvres, 80
Bt. Lawrence Street. Drawings daily—Policy.

The Colonial Art Company. Just incorporated and not
in operation.

The lotteries on Notre Dame and St. Lawrence streets
are ran much on the same prineiple, but there is greater
elegance about the one on Notre Dame street, where the
weekly and monthly drawings are held at 3.30 p.m., on
Wednesday. In the course of visits to all the establish-
mentd mentioned, a Star reporter bought a ten cent ticke
for the weekly drawing at The Society of Arts of C
at 1666 and 1668 Notre Dame street, At half pas
he wandered mto the establishment, and found a
of people roaming around with ill-disguised impaflence
looking at the really valuable paintings, which are dis
on the three flats that comprise the company’s p
In this establishment an effort has been made t6 make
things look as they would be expected to look in_a place
which is devoted first to art, and, secondly, fostering a
taste for art, by Arawings of gictures. It is about the only
place of its kind where such c¢lte is taken, and a number-
of the paintings are well worth seeing. At o little after
half past three, the little door which barred the stairs was
opened, and %the crowd streamed up. It was, as it is in
every one of these places mentioned, n most miscellancous
gathering, in which well-known citizens were cheek by jowl
with some of the toughest specimens of humanity known
in the city. _As a rule, they were very self-possessed, and
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with the exception of one or two youngsters, apparently
‘did not care a cent as to whether they won or not. Chairs,
in regular rows, occupied the greater part of-the room, and
in the empty space left at the end stood a table, at which
sat a youth, a young lady, and a man of middle age, all
connected with the establishment evidently, and two such
well-known citizens ag Mr. E. J. Major, of the Major Manu-
facturing Company, and Viscount H. de La Barthe. ThEK
youth was engaged in twirling the dials that enumerated '
the lucky numbers, Mr. Major called these out in English,
and Viscount de la Barthe in French, and the two other
people were engaged in registering them. The drawing
appacatus consisted of five nickel stands. Each had

a revolving wheel and a stationary index - point.
Each wheel carried numbers from one to ze
that in all they could announce as high as
Only 331 numbers are drawn, however, for t t
represents the number of prizes offered. First, a hun
prizes of five dollars each are drawn, and these are award
to the first hundred numbers indieated by the dials. Th
the two thousand dollar prize is drawn by the next nu

, indicated, and then a series of small prizes is drawn
and 8o on. In addition to these there are 2,690 approxima-'

! tion prizes of two or three dollars each. That is: 100 prizea
of three dollars are given for the fifty numbers above and
the fifty num below the nltmher that. wins the first
capitdal prize, g

One hundred prizes of two dollars are given for the fifty
numbers above and the fifty numbers below the number |
winning -the second capital prize. Five hundred prizea of
two dollars are given to the 250 numbers above and the
250 pumbers below the number winning the third capital

.prize. Nine hundred and ninety-nine prizes of two, dollars
are given for the numbers finishing with the last two figures
of the nomber winning the first capital prize. Nine hun-
dred apd ninety-nine prizes of two dollars for the numbers
ending with the last two figures of the number winning the
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second capital prize. How much money the pro-
moters of this lottery may make out of it may -
be figured out when it is considered that, in addition
to the chances they have of not having the big prizes come
out, they find solace in a rule of their own making, which
reads: “A winning scrip, when exchanged for others in a )
coming distribution, is accepted for Lialf of the vate of the
prize.” This practically means, as every one wants to ex:
change the scrip for money value, that only fifty per cent. '
of the face value of the prizes announced is paid to their .
winners. But the winner is entitled to,a picture or a num-
ber of pictures said to represent the value of the prize
drawn. The company anhounces 3,029 prizes of an aggre-
gate value of $10,066, when in reality they only make them-
selves liable in cash for $5,033. At this rate, should all
of their 160,000 ten-cent tickets be sold for each drawing,
and the vsuul custom of cashing winning tickets be fol-
lowed, they would make $5,000 each drawing, less the ex-
penses for running the :!nterprine However, if they do
not sell them all, they run a chance of keeping some ut
their capital prizes.

The following circular is sent _out by the company, of
* which Mr. H. A. A. Brault is managing director:

NOTICE.

“To disseminate the taste for arts in Canada and make
the works of artista popular, it was not sufficient to exhibit
such works, however fine and rich they might be, but it
also became necessary to ﬂpread these productions through-
out the fountry.

“The problem to be solved was to reduce ttm cost of the
paintings to the lowest posasible figure.

“This was an easy matter for the Bociety of Arts. Being
placed in apecial and altogether exceptional circumstances,
it was in a position to obtain from its artist members as-
surance that their paintings should be offered _at compara-.
tively low primu. ™ »

L
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“Momu er, it placed its picture gafleries within the reach
of all.

“Every one has not hundreds of thousands ul' dollars fa
afford himself the luxury of a painting by a master in the
art, but what cannot be done individually can be accom-
plished by means of an association. 1

“Now the law allows societies of this kind to make dis-
tributions of paintings and drawings, by lot. Any dis--
tribution by lot among the members or ticket holders of
any incorporated society established for the encouragment
of art, of any paintings, drawings, or other works of art,
produced by the labour of the members of, or published by
or under the direction of such incorporated society. (Fed-
eral Btatutes.)

“The society, from time to time, makes such distributions,
to the suceess of which the public will no doubt be eager to
contribute for the paltry sum of 10 cents. Each subscriber’
ig given a scrip which not only entitles him to compete in
the distribution, but will also give him the privilege to
purchase paintings at a reduction of 5°per cent. on the prices
fixed by the society, shonld the holder of such Berip, mme

out with a blank in the drawing.

“The holder of a gerip entitling him to one or more [m.iuf
ings has the privilege to make himself the choice of his
paintings. For instance, a person to the lot of whom falls
a $2.0000 painting will not only have the choice between:
the $2,000 disposable paintings, but can also, if he prefers,
make a selection of different paintings to the extent of
$2,000,

“There dre among the members of the Boc wt:, of Arts,
artists whose fame must some day become very great. Over
sixty among them have been exhibitors at the Balons of
the Champ Elysees and the Champ-de-Mars, several have
obtained the highest honours, are knights sf the Legion of
Honour, medallists and hors concours.”

The Bociety of Art of Canada has a school of drawing and
painting, ‘where lesgons are given free. This school opens
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for the season on November 8. The demand of admission to

\-/t/hm school must be personally présented.

ON THE MAIN BTREET.

A ticket was also taken in the “Promotive of Arts As-

- sociation,” at 48 Bt. Lawrence street. This, in addition toa
lottery, runs also a “policy game” twice a day. The sur
roundings are not nearly as nice as those on Notré Dame
street, and the pietures are not so artistic. The way of
drawing is almost similar to that of the first-nnmed place,
only the discs containing the numbers are attached to one
stand, and i:ht:-;r are made to circulate by means of a lever,
which is drawn by a small boy., The crowd here was not
8o select as that present on Notre Dame street. The gen-
tlemen who acted for the people of the country, and watched
thé*numbers as they came, were Messis. J. 11, Walker,

agent, and E. P. Martineau, merchant.  The number of .

prizes offeréd is similar to that of the Bocicty of Arts, bat
in this case it is more evenly divided between the direct
prizes and the approximation prizes, and the drawing taklea
longer. The total amount of the prizes they offer is just
half of that offered h} the Bociety of Arts: They also put
out at every drawing $10,000 worth of. tickets. ' Four thou-

- 8and nine hundred and ninety-nine dollars is the sum which -

they give back for the $10,000 they receive each week from
the lottery, if all the tickets be sold. Qut of the remainder
of $5,000, they have to pay expenses. '

The Promotive of Arts Association weekly drawing takes
place every Wednesday afternoon.

The “policy” is worked on the samé system that is used
at other places. The ticket which is given the purchaser
is, save in the title, the same as that given by the Royal
Art Union, bears exactly the same working, and states that

the mncla.t"i'nn was'incorporated by Lettera Patent, Oct.
Tth, 1896.

Tickets are sold by a lady at a copnter to the left of the .

entrance. At the end of the office there is a long, low
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room where the agents sit, just previous to the drawinge.
They occupy the tables, and every visitor is solicited to
buy a ticket. The prices of these tickets range from five
cents upward. When the time for the drawings approaches,
a man who appears to be of some authority in the place goes
to each of the agents and hands him an envelope. The
agents make up their lista and enclose their returns in the °
envelopes. At the back of this room, which can also be en-
tered from Bt. Charles Borromee street, is a stairway lend
ing up-stairs,
It i8 in this up-stairs room that the “policy ¥ drawings
take place. The room is not exactly a model of cleanliness.
o The front is railed off, and behind the railing is a table with
the wheel containing seventy-eight numbers. The drawings
take place at 2 o'clock in the afternoon und 8 o'clock in the
¢vening.

-

MUBIC IN THIS.

The Canadian Artistic Society, Limited, does business
on Craig street, near 8t. Lawrence, and has presumably for
its object the promotion of music as well as art. The Lusi-
ness of the Bociety is transacted in the same manner as at
the other places. There is an office down-stairs for the sale
of tickets and a place for the use of the agents. The
drawings take place here twice daily, at 12.30 in the after- L
noon and at 7.30 in the evening.
The drawings take place in the sam ner as the usnal
“policy” game by means of a large hul wheel, with a glass
side and little rolla with printed nombers. These are taken
from the wheel by a boy who has been blindfolded. Tbe
result of each draw from the wheel is announced alond bLr
the operator of the wheel and is posted up by an assistant,
The ticket which is given the purchaser is similar to that
given by the other establishments, with the exception of
the first paragraph, which mentions “musical instruments”
instead of * works of art.” (
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According to the ticket the ieur has been jm*ur}mruh-l
by letters patent, December 24, 1804,

This establishment does a very lurge business. The prhﬂ
are slightly higher than at the other places, but the agents
complain that they are pot given such a high percentage
as the other “policy-shops” give.

There is yet another “policy shop.” This one is situated
at B0 Bt. Lawrence street, just nbove Vitre street, and is
known as the “Bociete des Ecoles Gratuites des- Enfants
P'auvres,” which lengthy title being translated means that
the object of this mtm{tutmn in to |:-rm ide free wchools foc
poor children. -

This place does a large business, amd hau a lurge clusa
of ]Hltl'ﬂlll prrﬁ'i]mllg from among the labouring classexs.
The principal drawing takes place at half-past eight o’clock
every evening, and is attended by a large gathering.

The price of the tickets range from five cents to one dol-
lar, and the prices are abonot the rame ax the other places.

The Bociety occupies a large flat, and the room in which
the drawing takes place is often taxed to its utmost capa-
city in order to accommodate thore who attend. TUnlike
the other places of a like " nature, this Bociety does not
have a lottery attached, and the business is confined to n
straight “policy game.” "

That there is quite an income to be had in the sale of
the various lottery tickets ix shown by the enterprise of a
man who has opened a store on 8t. Catherine street, near
8t. Lawrence street, the sole object of which is the wale
of the tickets for the various lottedes and “policy” games.
Here can be obtained tickets for every game and eveey
drawing, and the proprietor appears to be making a1 vom-
fortable revenue from this source.

'OPINIONS ON LOTTERIES.

Mr. J. Cradock Bimpson spoke as follows: “The lottery
evil as it exists in this city is demoralizing in the extreme.
Under the pretence of fostering and encouraging t&'te love
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. of art among our citizens, these societies and unions carry
foamo on n gambling business pure and simple, The pictures and
' worke of art which they appraise at a very high value ars
not in reality worth one-quarter of that sum, and as a rule

the successful ticket-holders do not care to carry them

awny. In cawm they do not want the picture or statue, then

they are given the option of aceepting half the face value

" of what their ticket hax drawn in cash. Needless to say,

very few people eurry away the so-ealled works of art, when
by going to mml!u r wicket they may obtain half its |_-||uh£;‘

lent in ready cash. I these societies really wished to pro-

mote nod eocdurage art in our midst, why do they nof con-

fine their operations to the simple offerings of pictures or

other works of art as objects to be sought after? The fact

that they offer money to the successful ticket-holder is

proof enough to me that they are trying as much as pos-

sible to keep within the law and yet evade it. It is a good

thing that they know they are being watehed, and a raid

now and then cannot but produce o wholesome offest.”
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MONTREAL'S LOTTERIES.

I"ublic Opinion on Their Existeqee—The Ih*mrn of T]I.H‘Il"
Wheels.

(The Montreal Btar, Nov, §," 1808,

The question of Monireal's lotteries is taking big place
in the public mind just now, and much dmruz.nlun is to b
heard regarding these institutions,

The magnitude of the operations carried on, as mxenl
by the account in Monday night's Btar, was a revelation tu
those ol our citizens, unaware of how strong the passion for
this particular game of chance becomes implanted/in the
breast of the lottery devotee.

The lottery devotee is willing to take lonl chances, pro-
vided he can win once in & while. A small sum won keeps
him nibbling, looking for the capital p Of course he
may never get it, and as a matter of fact, i the vast majority

5
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of casen, doesn't. But hope springs eternal, ‘and thl in
vestment is kept up, to the profit of the lotteryman, whose
buge gains are made gp of small soms, insignificant in thewm-

“." melves, but very large in the aggregate. It Is a safe assumj-

tion, however, that -many of the investors in the lottery
tickets cannot afford this leak in their income, and a study
of the places where they resort will convinee one of this.
There is a demoralizing tendency in the close pursuit of
the fickle fortune which alway#® seema tantalizingly at hind,
That assertion applies to all regular participants in games
of chance. " It applies as much to the lettery devotee as to
the personn choosing any other form of a gamble,

i

THE “BEIZEL" WHEELS.

That any of the so-called drawing wheelk seized on the
premises of the Royal Art Union should be meturngd o
them before a hearing of the case in the Police Court hax
aroused more than ordinary interest in all portions of the
city, Discussion is heard on all sides in reference to this
act of the Court. On the information of Mr. John A, Grose,
- chief of .the Grose Beceret Bervice, it will be n-mpmlu-n:l].
peizare of the two wheels war made on the strength of u
search warrant. It stated that to the belief of the complain-
ant, certain wheels, liste of drawing cards, tickets, ete,
more readily understood, were they named inkiruments of
the trade, were in the roomr of the Art Union, 8t. James

%,

-

street, and requested in the interests of justice-that they

be seized. It was alleged that these were used for gam-
bling. After a dircussion of the facts the Police Magistrate
affixed the signatore of the Court and authorized the seiz-
ure. Friday afternoon, about five o'clock. and with the
intention of preventing the drawings which were to take
place an hour later, a clean sweep of the parnphernalin was
made, and the evidences against them placed under lock and
key with the High Constable at the Court House. Only a
few houre afterwards, or to be more exact, at 1 p.m. on Bat-
g '
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_ urday, the largest of the said wheeln was in its place again.
The drawings came off that day, followed by one of the
greakeventn of the year, the October nwnthly drawing on-
Monduy. Practically there was no cessation to these draw- -
ingw, which the Court by authorizing the seizure acquiesced
in the probability of their legality. Mr. Lafontaine, ou
the day of the return, said thin step was taken by him at
the request of Mr. Bickell, the manager, and Mr. Buchanan,
to guard the city against poskible loss. Yesterday he stat-
ed hin reasomw*more fully., Th® fuct of -the meizure was to-
obtain evidepee, The wheels, liste, cards, tickets, ete., had
been brought beefore him, and their presenece conld not be
denied.  Mr. Grose took the responsibility.  As to the fact
that e had allowed Mre Bickell to take back hin wheel
to carry on the wone bukiness which the Coort was at-
templing to conviet him op, Mr. Lafontaine said he had
done this in what he considersd the interestr of the people
themselves.  He distinetly stated that the wheel had gone
buck for the big monthly dmwing only. Mr., Bickell hal
pledged hix word to return’it at it conclusion. Had the
tickets for this drawing not been previously sold by the
Art Union people, he would not have given it to them, Ax
* it was, he beld the people had bought tickets and would be
prevented from drawing their prizes, and they, and not the
company. which had already taken in the eash from their
sale, would be the losers, . :

INTEREST IN LOTTERIER,

The number of people in this city who daily participate

in the various “Policy™ games, which are conducted here,
, Would cause considerable surprise to any person who taok
. the trouble to make an investigation. Of course, many
people are very willipg t¢ make fortunes without any great
effort on their hence any scheme for making “easy’
money (i.e., gambling winnings) in sporting parlance, is
generally well followed. Many young men employed in the

F a
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various business establishments down town indulge in a
policy ticket daily. Playing this style of game Lhas many
advanfages over the ordinary lottery; one does not have to
wait very long to know the results of the drawings, and
then aguin the prize sometimes gained for ten cents repre
sents yuite u good investment.  However, one’ does -
not wee all the people who play the gume at the
|lruwiﬁ?- i the  attendance  ut. the drawings merely
represeinis o small proportion of  those who bhave
ticketn in them. The majority of tickets are evidently-sold
at  the many cigar stores which bhave them on sale.
While all the tickets holders are not present at the draw-
ings, yet there is always a gowdly number present al evecy
drawing in all of the “Policy HI|-.I|,m_“ A large attendane
in to be found at the establishment known as “Societe des
Ecoles Gratuites des Enfants Pauvrees,” which is at 80 5t
Lawrenee street. Their drawings take pluce at niné o'clock
every evening., The Main Btreet is gquite a busy jhorough
fare at this hour, and the wany promenaders include nun.-
bers who woo fortune, The deawings take pluce in o large
rovin on the fiest door, and is conducted in previsely the ~ @ _
same manner as at the other places of a like nature,  The ;
only change is that a blindfolded man takes the numlwers
from the wheel instead of a boy,

The crowd at this place is a hetetogeneous one, and in .
cludes all sorte and conditions of people. *There iz o Mir
sprinkling of well-dressed people; those new to the plaee
- look rather uncomfortable at being in such company, and
those who have been there before regard evervhody and :
everything with sang froid. Among those p::onenl isa large .
element of the labouring class, and these people are close
followers of the game. It is possaible to win $10 for a five .
cent ticket, and this appears quite alluring to the minda of
the lower classes. There are always several colored men
there. Your colored man is an enthusiastic “Policy” player,
and not a day goes by that he does not have a ticket or 8o
in some drawing. : -—
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It is an interesting sight to watech a drawing. -Every
chair in the big room is occupied, and the sides and ends
of the room are filled with standing habitues of the place.
Those in the back stand on their chairs so as to get a better
view of the proceedings. When everything is ready, the
sale of tickets is stopped and the drawing is proceeded with
As the numbers are drawn they are announced in English
and French. As the numbers come out there is a straining
and a craning of necks to see what it is. No matter how
many numbers a player has on his ticket, he always remem-
bera them, and but seldom finds it nec esgary to look at his
ticket during the drawing. There is very little movement
during the drawing. and, indeed, to the players it repre-
sents a very serious business altogether. Occasionally-some
one will break out with some emotional exclamation if he
has suceeeded, jn winning, but he is generally a novice, and -
he soon learn®. to control his feclings when he wins or
loses, It does nu\ take very long for the drawing, and soon
the people are streaming out of the hall. Then the agents
begin -selling the tickets for the next dmmng. and the
patrons are again buying.

It may probably surprise most peuple to know that there
are a great many women who indnlge in a flyer at this
“poliey"” game, but it is nevertheless so. Of course, they
are not to be seen at the drawings. They come to the head
office in the morning or the early afternoon, hut most of
them purchase their tickets at the cigar stores. There is
one womaan whn buys her ticket every day at a cigar store
on Bt. Lawrence street, and she has had considerable luck
in her trials, and has managed to win several good prizes
out of the concern on Bt. Lawrence street. Bhe is but one of
the many, and the writer has seen many other women who
come into this cigar store and purchase their tickets there.

The selection of numbers has been placed upon a scien-
tific ‘basis by the devotees of the “policy” game, and there
ia rhyme and reason in their minds for iaref;r number they
select. Dreams are the most fruitful source ot inspiration.
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There are dream books for the player. These books tell
the player what certain dreams mean, and what numbers
to play after baving dreamt of certain things. Some numbers
are lucky at certain periods, and at otlier times valuelesa.
Another means of selecting numbers is to play those num-
. bers which one sees on coming out in the morning, house
numbers, street car numbers, ete. Certain numbers are
lucky in certain “poliey shops.” For instance, No. 1 and
any number in the 70's are looked upon as winners in the
Canadian Royal Art Union. In the Canadian Artistic
Bociety 18 is looked upon as a very good number, and any
namber of the 40's. BHome pla:,era make a study of the
numbers, and watch when they come ont. They argue that,
according to the laws of chance, every number will come
out at some time or another; anvway, it is bound to come
out. By carefully keeping track of ‘every drawing, and
noting the numbers, they sometimes happen to select num-
bers within a few drawings, The steady “policy” seldom
changes his numbers until he wins, and it ia regarded as
bad policy to change numbers until some of them have come

out. Hence a player will plny the srame number for several
days in succession.

=]

OPINIONS 'GN'LDTI‘ERIEE. )

" Mr. James Crathern, when hsked his opinion of the Jot-

tery evil, upheld in two terse sentences; I think it is bad
for the community and bad for the individual. The lot-
tery does not exist for the Edlﬂratlun of the munm and
shomud be suppressed.”

MR. R. D. H{;GIEB{'P{

Hr”ru D. McGibbon, Q.C., Wp,’ﬂﬂl'ﬂﬂlﬂj" denuuneed the -

lottery evil. He gave the Star reporter a resume of the
steps taken by the late Provincial Government to close up

all the “art” establishments which fere not conducting -
their business of strictly legitimate lines. As a result, a

-
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great many of the concerns at present doing a ﬂuunuhmg

business were ruided and suppressed. .But, owing to a

* failore on the part of the Government to uuppm't Mr. Des-

noyers' judgment, the adverse decision of the lower .court

was reversgl in appeal, and the “art unions” were enabled
to open their doors once more. “These unions,” said Mr.

" MecGibben, “are simply a subterfuge. They are nothing
‘more ‘or less than gambling concerns, and the Government

should effectually suppress them onee and’ for all. Thefr
charter or permit from the Government does not allow
them to carry on a lottery business, such as they are doing
at present. They obtain their charters on the pretence
that they wish to encourage art, and the law allows bona

fide art unions to hold ‘drawings by their .members at stated.

intervals. But it does not give them the alternative of pay-
ing to the successful ticket holder the value of the picture
he has drawn in cash. Neither does it provide for daily
drawings, Tlm whole affair is cleverly gotten up mlh L
view to securing immunity from the punishment that would
assuredly follow,.if they proclaimed themselves to be lot-
teries. These unions have been suppressed on the other
ride ﬂf the border. Nowhere else on this continent, but
in Quebec ‘are they to be found, and 1 do certainly think
the Government Bhould do something towards wiping them

ment of the Criminal Code by the Dominion Parlinment, hy
the passage of a law rendering all Jotteries, except pérbaps
trifling drawings for charitable purposes of limited
amounts, absolutely illegal. If the Minister of Justice were
approached, he would doubtless recognize the evil and
apply the remedy.”

MR, ALEX. ROBERTSON. _
- Mr. Alex. Robertson, hatter and furrier, said that the

' sooner the lotteries were closed up the better it would be
. for the young men of the nit;r “Ag a rule,” said e, “these

“The effective remedy for the evil would be the amend-,
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concerns are frequented by those in whom the gambling
passion has been aroused. They do not patronize these
Art Unions for art’s sake, but for the money they can get
out of them. -Take away the cash inducement, and the
membership of these art unions and societies would de-
crease at a very preceptible rate, It is the money alterna-
tive that increases the membership, and permits these or-
ganizationa to do a rushing business. With that done away’
with, the charm of art would lose its hold upon nine-tenths
of the purchasers of tickets, 1 certainly think the authori-
ties either ought 1o sweep these unions and lotteries out
of existence, or make them conduct their business on stricts
Iy honourable lines. To do tlu_]tl-tllﬁu_-_y must eliminate the
very appearance of gambling.’”

THE LOTTERY BCANDAL,

The cheap lottery is the erdellest form of public bedevil-
ment practiced in this day. - It fattens on the earnings of
the very classes which ean least afford to lose the pittances
they pay for seats at the table of fate. When the man of
means or good salary “speculates,” he may thereby write
himself down anything but wise; but at all events he is
not likely to suffer at once for the loss of his “stake.” But

to the errand boy who scerews out his coppers ‘to buy u
lottery ticket, or the servant girl who divides her poor’
earnings with the management of a gandy game of chance,
the item is a big one; and the loss of the pitiable sums re-
quired may lead to petty peculation or worse,

The vigofous action taken by Mr. John A. Grose against
the various lottery schemes which infest our streets has
opened the eyes of most of us to the enormity of the evil
in this city. It is estimated that the people are bled to the
tune of nearly two millions and a half yearly to keep thede
institutions going, and that only something like half this
som is given back to them in “prizea.” Here is fatness !
Here is an‘easy way of making a fortune—a fortune collect-
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ed out of pitiful dribblings from the wages of the very
young and the Very poor ! The exposure of the state of
affairs in Montreal raises a question as to whether we are
, bot really worse off in this respéct than that long commis-
erated New Orleans—a city whose name has become syno-
pymous with lottery scandal the world over. '
: 'Ltrl.-ut eredit will be cheerfully accorded to Mr. Grose for
his effective and public-spirited action. His course is cal-
culated to save the leanest' purses and to protect the most
guileless, and to cleanse the name of Montreal from a
shaweful scandal.  Montreal Daily Star, Nov. 3, 1598,

4 ART UNION AMERICAN CIRCULAR.
{ Therein it is Styled the Kentucky Laottery.

“The Kentncky Lottery Compnny” is a secondary title
used under the title Royil Canadian Art Union of this ciby
" on on lists distributed in the United States.

The first heading is “The Canadian Royal Art Union,”
and then follows the Kentucky title in brackets.

/ ' The circular for American consumption is cast on the
game lines as that distributed among Canadian ticket hold-
era.

But there is one very noticeable difference. As $15,000
jg to $10,000, go is the difference between' the American
“Kentucky Lottery Company’s” announcement, and -the
announcement of the Canadian Royal Art Union. .

The Kentueky circular states that ticket No. 48,848 drew
a prize of $15,000 in the September dmwing, while tl_m
Canadian Circular places the sum opposite the same ticket
number at §$10,000. '

The names of Hon. Peter Mitchell, Hon, N..Perodean and
Hilaire Hurteau are printed at the bottom of this American
circular, and it is exactly the same as the Canadian circular
except in the two particulars noted.

L}
[}
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SOME “EXPLANATIONS."”

A copy of the “Kentucky” circular was shown a clerk at
the | Royal Art Union rooms on Bt. James streét this morn-
ing in the absence of Mr. Bickel, the manager, “hu ia still
ill in the Western Hospital.

“Is this an official copy of your Heptember drawing list,”
he was asked.

The very polite young man glanced his eye over the list
and replied, “yes.”

It was pointed out that the figure guen as the capital
prize was $15,000,

“Oh, that’s not right,”” he said. “The eapital prize is
$10,000.”

A second clerk, who became interested, remarked : “It
must be a tjrpogmphmﬂl error; they often creep into the
lists,”

It was pointed out that the words “Kentucky Lottery
Company” were obviously not typographical errors.

“Well, we don't know anything about it"” was the last
word of clerk No. 2
" The first clerk spoken to took up the matter again. He
said: It must be some parties in the States holding deaw-
ings on our numbers. That is done. A concern in Montreal
carried it ont for a while. They duplicated our tickets and
used our drawing numbers. But we put a stop to that.
This American concern is probably doing business on the
same lines.”

Hon. N. Perodeau, whose name is printed at lhe end of
the so-called American circnlar along with those of Messrs,
Mitchell and Hurteau, was seen at his office in the New
York Life Building. The differences betw een the two liata
were pointed out to him,

“l don’t care about it,” he said. “It is nuth:ng to me,
You can get all the information at the office of the- -Uniong,
you want about it.” .
“But the people at the office state that this circular is
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not regular. Is it not of interest to vou to find that your
name is printed at the end of the list as an endorsatiop of
what the people in the Art Union rooms themselves state
is not regular?”

“1 don’t care ath
I am not interested,
whiut yvou congider a
ence,”

“Mr. Perodean,” said the reporter, “is the use of your
name on this list headed the Kentucky Lottery l"'um]muy
unanthorized hy wm  ds

“1 do not state so,"” said the I.{-gmh\twp Councillor of this
provinee, who, after again thanking the Star representative
“for having drawn his attention to the matter, closed the
brief interview. Montreal Daily Star, Nov. 4, 1808,

;thing about it; it is nothing to me;
It is very good of you to point out
isnse of my name; but it is no differ-

L}

THE HOME OF THE GAMBLER.

A Boston weekly of considerable inflnence tells its readers
that Montreal has become the seat of the lottery business
for North America, lottery schemes not.being against the .
law in the province of Quebec. We pointed out a few
days ago, from the prize lists of one convern among us,
that it had a drawing every month, at which it took in a
hundred thousand dollars, and gave out prizes to the
amonnt of forty-cight thonsand dollars, thus, to all appear-
ance, leaving the country the poorer by fifty-two thousand
ﬂ(_lnrﬂ n month, or over six hundred thousand dﬂl.lnrﬂ a
year, and corrupting its people .by gambling ;.mml to an
almost equal amount, From the remark of the Boston
paper we gather that our own country is nnt‘hﬁcing plun-
dered and corrupted to this extent, but that through the
shelter which onr institutions have been giving to this sort %
of thing, Montreal is getting, like Monte Carlo, to be re-
cognized as the gambling house of the continemt. A con-
cern having the assurance to call itself-the Canadian Royal
Art Union has abroad quite the aspect of being an appen-

-
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dage of our government. Hoyal is always a word to con-
jure with in the United States. Whether the bad emi. .
nence Montreal seems to have obtained abroad through the
machinations of these gamblers is due to the imperfection
of our laws or to the failure of their enforcement will soon
be known, as Mr. Grose seems to be d-;-:::-:iug himself man-
fully to the application to these abominations of
what law we have. One of the most estraordin- .
ury features of the proceedings so far is the fact
that the lottery wheels seized by Mr. Grose from the
above concern—implements that are prima fucie illegal,
a8 they can be used for no other purpose than for gambling
—were handed bhck to the gamblers by the police magis-
trate, on a ground. that a monthy drawing was about to
“ecome off before the charge agamst the gamblers could be
tried, and that without the wheels it would be impossible
for them to keep faith with their customers. A magistrate
could only thus abet gambling under the idea that gam-
bling is sometimes Tawful, and might prove so in this case,
SBuch’a condition of mind is no doubt dué to the fact that .
in Canada we are in the habit of seeing the gambling wheel !
or its equivalent used for purposes of religion. Churches
which encourage gambling offend and injure both morals
and religion, while art, in whose name the same devices are
vsed readily, degrades hum} to being the handmaid of
vice, :

MONTREALS LOTTERIES,

Mr. Mitehell's Name on the Royal Art Union's Drawing
List—The Citizen’s League Interested,

The Hon. Peter Mitchell was seen by a Star representative
regarding the use of his name in connection with the draw-
ing of the Canadian Royal Art Union. i
The hon. gentleman eaid that he ‘had seen a notice of
something of the sort, but really could not positively say
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whether or not he had ever had any communication with

. the Art Union people on the subject of allowing his name

to be used by them in connection with the list of drawing.
Mr. Mitchell stated, however, that he has no recollection
f ary such proceeding.
He added that it was impossible for a man of. his age
to remember everything, and that he was not in the habit
of t:hargiIJg his memory with such datails,

THE LEAGUE INTERESTED.

Major E. L. Bond, president of the Citizens' League, who
returned from Ottawa on Baturday evening, informed a
reporter for the Star, ing that the League had
intended to use its utmomt endeavors to secure the passage
of an_amendmént to thé art work clause at the coming -
session of the Quebec Legislature. The amendment would
be to the effect that the clause applied only to bona fide
works of art of real value; that the drawings should not be
beld oftener than once a year, and that the prizes should
not besredeemable in money.

Bpeaking for the Citizens' League, Major Bond said he
gincerely hoped that the present movement would be sue-
cessful in removing the disgrace to the city which the
lotteries constituted.

The redemption of the pictures was for a time effected
right on the lottery premises, but when the Citizen’s League
made their attempt to suppress the lafter, some three years
ago, the business of redeeming the prizes was transferred
to an outside agency.

As is generally known, the clause in the lottery section
of thé Criminal Code, under which the lotteries in Mont-
real have been operating for the past few years, permits
the distribution of paintings or other works of art among.
the members of any incorporated society for the encolir-
agement of art.” The actual wording of the clause in ques-
tion is as follows:

“THis section (205) does not npplj' to {T] any lli.!tributlun

- . r -
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b+ Iot amory the members or ticket hold:r+ of any in :or-
porated society established for the encouragement of art,
of any paintings, drawings or other works of art produced
by the labour of the members of, or published by or under
the direction of, such incorporated society.”

While the lotteries hold that this exempting clause fuly
covers them in their drawings as at present conducted, the
Citizen’s League have all along contended that it does not,
and that the lotteries exist in direct evasion of the law.
The point is one, however, which could be appealed from
court to court, and as the expense of such legal proceedings
is beyond the reach of the finances of the League, no step
has been taken. 2

The clause just quoted, by the way, was inserted several
years ago to permit the distribution of genuine works of
art by the Royal Art Union of Edinburgh, which society
held annual drawings for famous paintings among its mem-
bers. Montreal Daily Star, Nov. 8, 1898,

i &

HOUSE CLEANING NEEDED.

The Toronto Mail and Empire saya: “An exposure of a
somewhat startling kind regarding the lottery schemes that
are in operation in Montreal has lately been made. Ac-
rording to the Siar, it is estimated that the people are bled
to the tune of nearly two millions and a half yearly to
keep these institutions going; and that only something
like half this sum is given back to them in ‘prizes,’ and the
Star wonders whether Montreal is not worse off than New
Orleans used to be when its name was synonymous with
lottery scandal the world -over. Montreal should have a
hionse-cleaning, and have it at once,”

THE ARCHBISHOP'S VIEWS.

Archbishop Bruchesi, when asked to express an opinion

in reference to the lottery evil, simply said, “I believe in
~enforcing the just laws of the land. If these lotteries and
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art unions are really violating the law, then they ought to .
be suppressed, and suppressed effectually. The moral wel-
fare of the community demands it. You may depend upon
it that I shall always do all in my _power to assist those’
who are mung to enforce the laws of our country.”

LA“ AND THE IJJTTEHIEH

1 L]

- {
The Section of the Criminal Code Which Allows Art Unions

to Exist—The Letters Patent and Their Beope.

The various art unions doing business in Montreal bousts
that they are incorporated under the laws of the Domin-
ion of Canada.

That they have secured jocorporation under letters
patent from the Dominion Government is well known, but
the question which the courts will have ere long to decide
is, whether they have power under those letters patent to
conduct a lottery business such as, it is alleged, they are
conducting. °

The federal statute under which these companies have
secured incorporation, in the guise of associations for the
promotion and sale of works of art, is Chapter 119 of. the
Revised Btatutes of Canada, known as the Companies’ Act,
or an act respecting the incorporation of joint ntml: com-
panies by letters patent.
ﬂwﬁeﬂmn 4 of ‘this act, which is the enacting claunse,

“The Governor-General in Council may, by letters
patent, under the Greal Beal, grant a charter to any number
of persons, not less than five, who petition therefor, consati-
tuting such persons and others who may thereafter be-
come shareholders-in the company thereby created a body
corporate and politic, for any of the purpepes or objects
to which the legislative authority of the Parliament of Can-
«ada extends, except the construction and working of rail-
ways, or the business of banking and the iuue of paper
money or the business of insurance.”

Section 4 contintnes: “The applicants for unchlletterl
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patent shall give at least one month's previous notice in
the Canada Gazelie of their intention to apply for the same,
stating: (a) The proposed corporate name of the company,
which shall not be that of any other known company, in-
corporated or unincorporated, or any name liable to be
confounded 'therewith or otherwise on public grounds ob-
jectionable; (b) the purposes for which the incorporation
is sought; (¢) the place within Canada which is to be Its
chief place of busi s (d) the proposed amount of its
capital stock, whicll in the case of a loan company shall
not be less than $100,000; (&) the number of shares, and
the amount of each share; (f) the pames in full, the ad-
dresses and the calling of each of the applicants, with
upecg mention of the names of not more than fifteen, and
not leys than three of their members, who shall be the first
or proviosional directors of the company, and the mu.jr.rrit,]ur
of whom shall be residents of Canada.”

It will'be noticed that this statute is merely an 'E'It'{.l.llh"L
one, providing the machinery by which, in the words uh’
the third clause, “the persons or others who may th 2
become shareholders in the company thereby created a
body corporate and politic, for any of the purposes or
objects to which the legislative authority of the 'arliament
of Canada extends.” kﬂ

The alleged legislative ‘authority of the l'arliament of
Cangda under which these companies or associations apply
for incorporation under letters pute-.?t is claimed by them
to be contained in Bection 205 of the'Criminal Code passed
by the Dominion Parliament in the session of 1892, which
enacts: “That every one is_guilty of an indictable offence
and liable to two years' 1mpr'inunms-nt and to a fine. not
exceeding $2,000, who (a) makes, pgnta advertises or pub-
lishes, or causes or procures to be made printed, advertis-
ed or published, any proposal, scheme or plan for ndmn::ing.

. lending, giving, selling or in any way disposing of any pro-
perty by lots, cards, tickets, or any mode of chance whatso-
ever, or (b) sells, barters, exchanges or otherwise disposes
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of, or causes or procures or aids or assists in, the sale, bar-
ter, exchange or other disposal of, or offers for sale, barter
or exchange, any lot, card, ticket, or other means or device
for advancing, giving, lending, selling, or otherwise dispes-
ing of any property by lots, tickets, or any mode of chance
whatsoever,

“Every ope is guilty of an offence and liable on summary
conviction to a penalty of twenty dollire, b huya, tnkes
or receives any such lot, ticket, or davue, an aforeaaid.

“Every sale, loan, gift, barter or exchange of any pro-
perty, by any lottery, ticket,.card or other mode of chance
depending on or to be determined by chanece or lot, is void,
and all such property so sold, lent, given, bartered or ex-
changed, is liable to be forfeited by any person who sues
for the same by action or information in any court of com-
petent jurisdiction.

“No such forfeiture shall affect any right or title to such
property acquired by any bona fide purchaser for valuable
consideration without notice,

“This section includes the printing or publishing, or caus-
ing to be printed or published, of any advertisement,
scheme, proposal or plan of any foreign lotrery, and the
sale or offer for sale of any ticket, chance or share, in such
lottery, or the advertisement for sale, of nm:h ticker, chance
or share.

“This section does not apply to (a) the duivsian by lot or
chance of any property by joint fopante-or tenaris in
common, or persons having jdint interests (droit indivis)
in such property, or (b) raffles for prires of small value at
any bazaar held for charitable objects, if permission folold
the pame has been obtained from the city of municipal
council, or from the Mayor, reeve or other chief ofliver of
the city, town or other municipality, wherein surh bazaar
is held, and the articles raffled fo= thercat have firet been
offered for sale, and none of ‘them are of n value exveeding .
fifty dollars; or (c) any distribution by lot among the mem-
bers or ticket holders of any incorporated society establish-

- -
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ed for the encouragement of art, of any paintings, draw-
ings or other works of art produced by the labour of the
members of, or published by, or under the directions of,
such incorporated society; (d) the Credit Foncier du Bas-

Canada, or to the Credit Foncier Franco-Canadien.”

It would doubtless puzzle the uninitiated to discover
where, within the bounds of this sectjofi® of the criminal
law of Canada, a company could find power to apply for
letters patent to do a lottery business,

It must be mnembered that, though it is charged certain
colpanies do Ty lottery business, that is not, by any means,
the object for which they sought incorporation. They are,
80 it is represented to the authorities, associations incor-
porated for the purpose.of encouraging the production and
giule of works of art, the product of the members of the
" association.

With this ostensible object in view, they pretend te find
power under sub-section “C” of the latter half of the section
in the Criminal Code above guoted, which exempts from
the pains and peoalties imposed under the first part of
the section “any distribution by lot among the members or
ticket holders of any incorporated society established for
the encouragement of art, or any paintings, drawings or
orther work of art produced by the labour of the members
of, or puhlmhﬁl by, or under the dlrectmn of such incor-
porated society.’

This sub-section in the Criminal Code was not intended
to afford a subterfuge by means of which lottery companies
copld do a business. It was designed to promote just what
it snys, the production of wor of art by thé, members of
eocieties formed for the genuige purpose of ::'X&:r:ing and

digposing of works of art, and\giving them power to dis
pose of, by lot, fine steel plate engravings of works of avt -
produced by the members of guch society.

The Montreal courte will soon be called upon to nhcr‘l'
whether or not ﬂ.'lll"il being done.
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THE GAMBLING BLIGHT.

Even more corr@pting in its influence than the widely
advertised monthly drawings of the Canadian Royal Art
Union are the daily drawings. By a vast organization,
in which hundreds of people must participate, the Union
manages to sell tickets daily, and announces the resuls of
the drawings to the purchasers. - For this purpose it has
branches in many barber shops, particularly in the east
end of the city, and on any day a number of people may be
seen engaged exclugively in the sale of tickets standing at -
the principal street corners, Besides these, but not so ap-
parent to the easunl observer, there are a number of capable
young men who make a business of selling the tickets for
a commission. Though the commission is a small one, .
they find it a locrative employment, for so strong is the
gambling spirit ' when once aroused that the ticket vendors
can count more cg;tniul:r on keeping their steady custom-
ers than can the newsboy. * In some of the large business of-
fices a rattling trade is done in these ticketa daily. As the
gambling spirit grows, the costomer becomes more and
more superstitious. Bome pin their faith. to series, ani
will increase their numbers by a certain amount every
day. Others, having l'nu‘nd one number which they coy:
gider lucky, will stick to it, and only change the other !wL'L
Others, again, will always have their numbers named ¥
n friend whom they consider lucky. This last is ‘quite a
common form of superstition among the daily purchasers
of Art Union tickets. Any day at the counter of the cen- .
iral office may be seen young men pondering deeply what
numbera they will try this time. Buch senseless supersti-
tion debases the reasoning powers, dethrones the judg-
ment, and defies common sense. Having uc basis in
reason is akin to- insanity. Financially the ‘daily drawings
are little ‘better as a speculation ‘than the monthly draw-
ings. The Art Union has, however, managed to so arrange
the drawing that not one person in a thousand, even with
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-his algebra before him, could work out the balance of
chances, or judge how near they may come to what gamblers
apeak of as fair play. There are seventy-eight numberg put
in & wheel. The player pays five cents for the privilege of
naming three numbers. Twelve numbers are drawn {romn
the wheel, and if the numbers named by-the player are
among these, he gets ten dollars. By doubling the stake
the prize is also doubled, so that for ten cents he gets
twenty dolars, and for twenty-five cents fifty dollars, In an-
other form of the game the player pays five cents to name
two numbers, and if these are drawn in the twelve he gets a
dollar and a half as prize. There are many other forms,
but these are the fhost popular. In the first of these, in
whitirthe player hames three numbers, the Canadian Royal
Art Union takes in $17.30 for every $10 paid out, so mu.'lr.ing_
a profit of $7.30, or 73 per cent,, or in other words it has
73 per vent. of chances in its favor as against the cus.
tomer’s. In the two-number game_the Art Union takes in
$2.25 for every $1.50 paid out, ing a profit of 75 cents,
or 50 per cent. A man wuuld‘#u be as rich as Croesus
to play long with such odds against him, and even Croesus
would with dead certainty get used-up in time.

BCOFE OF THE LOTTERIES.
Business extending All Over the Dominion,
How Business is Done at I’oints Outside t;t Montreal.

Montreal is now earding a reputation as the home of
lottery combinations which hitherto has been unknown in
a Canadian ecity.

This is due, in & largé measure, to the existence here of
no iess than five lottery institutions with their numerous .
branches, These companies or associations have, they
claim, power under the criminal laws of Canada to tn:mduﬂ
their operations. In the guise of associations for the pro-
motion of art and the relief of the poor they have secured
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incorporation under Ic?l.tvr.-ru patent from the Dominion Gov-
ernment. For years they have successfully combatted in
the courts all efforts for their suppression.

started in a small way with a local business, these com-
panies have steadily inereaséd the scope of their operations.

Among the poorer wage earners in the city are to be
found thousands who, cvery week, contributg a portion of
their hard earned money to these institutions. In the
cities, towns and villages of Quebee, Ontario and the Mari-
time Provinces they have established agencies for the sale
of their tickets, and from this business they derive a large
revenue. '

" Underrexpert mdnagement of men who understand the’
business, schemes for the extension of these lottery enter-
prises to most of the cities, towps and villages in almost

every provinee of the Dominion are in contemplation.
The evil effect of the lottery is perhaps more clearly
evidenced in Montreal than anywhere else because this city

is the home of 8o many of these corporations, but the husi-

ness is spreading with wonderful rapidity, Throughout the

provionee of Quebec there is scavcely a town or village where

one or more of these lottery companies have not agents who

sell tickets for their deawings in Montreal,

" 1In the cities, towns and villages of the provinces of On-
tario the business of these companies is also gaining a
strong: foothold. ' '

Although they claim to have the right under the crim-

inal laws of the country te conduct their operations, the -
business is carried on in Ontario withouf any unnecessary

display or publicity. Saloon keepers, barbers and small
newsdealers are usually the chosen agents. They know the
sporting element in the places where they do business, and
it is among that class that cnstomers are dsually sought.

In the Maritime Provinces.also these lotteries are doing
a large hﬂmﬂ, but there is no undue moise about it.
Agents are cdrefully chosen, and the agent usually knows
hiz customers, and the customers the agent. Everything
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is dome in o manner least likely fo attract public attention,

In Montreal the lottery pompanies claim that they dis-
tribute works of art only as prizes to the holders of win-
ning tickets. But how is it in the outside towns? An
agent does’the business. The tickets are bought from him,
and immediately -after every drawing in Montreal, he re-
ceives. printed lists, which he distributes to those of his
costomers who have tickets in that drawing. Those hold-
ing winning numbers hand over their tickets to the agent,
and he does the rest.

In a few days the prize winner réceives from the agent -

the amount of the prize for which his ticket ealls in cash,
THE LOTTERY.

Mountreal has become the focis of gambling for North
~Ameriea, and s beginning to suffer contempt accordingly.

This is one of these blights which usually settle down on
decaying communities,  Lonisiana long wnjoyed the emin-
ence which we do now, bat federal zeal, through the Post.
Office Department. sevius to have successfully driven the
varse across the boundary line. s it is presumable. that
a great deal of the business done here is done with the
United States through the post-office, it is not impossible

that it will canse complications in oor post-ofiice relations.

with that country. As loeal public opinion seems imper-
vious to shame in the matter, we algo may have to appeal
to post-office intervention for deliverance. The good peo-
ple of the cjity have ng knowledge of how the name of the
city is being injured.  The so-called art lottery concprn has
adopted a title and methods of advertising which would
lead the careless abroad to regard it as a government con-
cern, and there are the hamlbills of dnother lottery scheme

on Notre Dame street which calls itself the ‘Montreal Pro-

vident Inmstitution, created to stimulate economy and say-
inga by the acenmulation of capital from small assess-
‘ments,” with ‘oflices and deposits for Montreal,” and issuing

‘provident bonds,’ and it is ‘registered with the prothono- -

" )
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tary of the Superior Court for the dfstriet of Montreal and -
with the registrar for Montreal." All this, and much more,
to give- the innocent receiver the impression that it ip an
authorized and official concern.

We deserve to some extent the reputation we are thus
having dishonestly foisted vpon us. When a gambling
den—a ‘gambling hell' used to be the common newspaper
expression—was raided the other day, the keeper put for-
ward in his defence a letter from a rural priest who assert-
ed that the concern was run for the benefit of his parish,
and that he had received money from it. It would be
pretty hard to invent a queerer travesty upon religion than
some of the developments of our gambling laws which make
religion a warrant for a vice, This gambling master pays
toll to a clergyman and holds his letter, which, with some
color, he regards as a legal license to carry on his traffic.

"The gambler also held a letter from the Mayor, which,
- whatever it may have said, was sufficiently favorable to his
business to be laid before the Court as a further warrant for .
~his Puﬂinms. Another concern when b ht before the

courts had-its appliances, which, according to law, may
be seized at sight, and had been so seized, handed back to
it on .the srore that without them it could not keep faith
with: its customers. . On the whole, it would seem that

though we have some old fogy laws forbidding gambling,

that vive does not labor under the very severe condemna-
tion of either Church or State. Indeed, many of our léad-

ing men have been in one way or another abettors of it.

LOTTERIER AND GAMBLING DENS. +

The I‘eﬂemte-ﬂ Trades Council Pass a Resolution Cdlling
Upon the City Luunul to Euppreaﬂ Them at ﬂm:e

The Federated Trades and Labor Council met lmlt even-
ing, and expressed its opinion very forcibly regnrdiug the
lotteries and gambling houses permitted to run in Mont-
real.” A letter was read, in which complaint was made
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that people had been robbed quite recently/in some of
these institutions. After a apirited discussigh the follow-
ing was passed:

“Resolved, that this council disapproves of lotteries and
gambling houses, of any description, and that we have
gosd reason to believe that houses of this kind are per-
mitted to swing clear and flourish in our city, and that no
time can be spared by the authorities for the correction of
an evil that endangers the very lives of working{pen, and
i# a constant jeopardy for their children. If we have a
law for the suppression of this evil, it shonld be executed.
If we have not, the City Council should take the subject
into consideration immediately, and the police officers
should do their duty without fear or favor."

TO PROHIBIT LOTTERIER. _
The Knighta of Labour Will Petition tlu:r Government.

Black Diamond Assembly Considersa Them a Curse to the
Community. -

The regular meeting of Black Diamond Assembly, 1711,
Knights of Labour, was held last evening in their hall,
662 1-2 Craig street, the Master Workman, H. MeCamby, in
the chair. The minutes of the previous meeting were
adopted as read. After initiating three candidates, the ap-
plications of six others were referred to the investigation
committee. It was resolved that the dssembly petition the
Dominion Government to pass a law prohibiting the run-
ning of lotteries in this city or province, under the guise
of art unions or otherwise, as in the opinion of the assem-
bly, they are a curge to the community in general,
«<reating poverty and crime. The delegates- to the
Central Trades and Labour Council were instructed to
bring the matter before that body at its next meeting. It
was also decided to petition the Quebec Government to
eliminate the special tax clanse rding departmental
stores, as contained in the new charter. The officers were

S
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iustalled by District Master Workman, Honore Gravel.
The Montreal Daily Star, Thursday, February 9, 1899,

The judgment of Mr. Lafontaine, the police magistrate,
fully committing the manager of the Roval Art Union for
trial before the Court of Queen's Bench upon a charge of

close as far as the private prosecution is concerned. Mr.
Grose, notwithstanding all the diMculties raised and the
long array of counsel employed for the defence, has suc-
ceeded, and the matte¥, is now taken out of-his hands and
out of the hands of his counsel. It is well that it shonld
be understood that the full responsibility for the case from
this time forward rests with the Crown., The further pro-
gress of the case will be watched with keen interest. While |
not wishing to prejudice a case which has yet to be tried
in the court we may say that the evidence already brought
ont shows the case to be one of the most important thut
has come before the courts for vears, and the public has a
right to insist that it shall receive the attention from the ,
Crown that it merits.—Witness, Monday, Febroary 27, 15099,

OVERTHROW OF LOTTERIES.

A Letter of Hucourngement Received From I*hiladelphia

by Black Diamond Assembly,

The regulay meeting of Black Diamond Assembly, 1711,
Knights of Labour, was held in their hall, 662 1.2 Créig
strect, last evening. Mr. Henry McCamby, M.W., presid-
ing. A resolution was passed requesting the Federal Gov-
ernment to enact a law compelling the weekly payment of
wiages throughout the Dominion, and a committee was ap-
pointed to go to Ottawa after the opening of Parliament,
at the same time, ad the executive committee of the Trades’
and Labour Congress, and act in conjunction with that
body in bringing the, matter before the Cabinet, and urging
on them Ithe imperative necessity of the same. A resolu-
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tion was also passed requesting the Water Committee to
lower the water rates to the standatid of the prineipal cities
of the United States. The following letter was then read
from Mr. H, W, Childs, of Philadelphia. who was at one
time a prominent merchant of this eity,

Philadelphia, Feb. 15, 1899, .

Gid bless all the members of your Assembly for the

eithgpod in whigh they are engaged in opposing the dam-

nable institution known as lotteries, Good lnck and God's

blessing will follow all who are assisting in the overthrow

of this monstrons demon.—Wontreal Daily Star, Thursday,
Janunary 12, 1899,

THE LOTTERY CA=RE.

- The prosecution institnted by Me, Johin A, Grose agninst
the Canadian Royal Art Union has renched a stage where,
the Crown authorities. will have further eonduct- of the
cage, It is relevant to point out that a former and similar
trinl before the Montreal o reached the smne sgse,
and was dropped. becanse the newlymade Attorney-Gen-
eral deemed it advisable to drop the eages The confusion
attending a ehange of Government was put forward as an
excuse.  In the prezent case, however, no such reason van
be necepted to stay the hand of justice and decide whether
or not the lottery and poliey featores of the “Art Unions™
are legal or illegal.—Wontreal Daily Star, Monday, Febra-
ary 27, 1899, 5

POLICEMEXN AXD POLICY.

The Guardians of the Peace ‘ﬁ also Plavers
- of the Game.

‘Poliey' gambling geems to have taken a thorongh hold,
of many persons in Montreal. High and low, rich and
poor, merchant and mechanic, lawyer and policeman—all
appear to have joined in the demoralizing game. And the
places where the tickets.are sold are legion. In almost
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“— Rjvery quarter of the city a person may obtain a ticket, and |

for almosat any amount he likes to bet. Little, dingy cigar
Btores, with one or two boxes, a few- packages of tobacco
and some stray pipes; small candy stores, with stale candy
and staler cakes; saloons, restaurants, large tobacco stores
—these are some of the places where this wholesale gamb-
ling is carried on—and carried on openly, too, And what
a heterogeneous set of gamblers they are! One of the
most curions sights, however, was witnessed the other even-
ing in a little cigar store on a street off 8t. Denis street,
where three stalwart policemwen, who are supposed to be
guardians of the peace and mobals of the city, entered,
carefully scanned the list of ‘lucky’ numbers drawn' that
day. and, finding they pere not winners, deposited their
money for three more tickets, for which they announced

"'?I'if' numbers in a loud voice, then buttoning the precious

pieces of paper up carefully, marched out of the store with
merry jokes about ‘better luck next time' to the store-
keeper. And these policemen were in full uniform, and
carried their batons by their sides. It is by no means an’
uncommon thing to see a policeman leave his beat, go into
a ']m]iln_v' agency, presumably to look at the list numbers
to see whether he is a winner or not, and then go on ‘beat’
again. This is a very bad example to set to the youth of
the city.—Witness, Thursday, March 9,. 1899,

THE VICTIMS OF THE-LOTTERIES.

The case of the yvoung Belgian, Alphonse Marvnissen,
whom a temporary success at “bucking the tiger” in the
shape of one of our too numerous lotteries brought to dire
ruin; illustrates for the thousandth time the unmitigated
evil- that these institutions are to the public. This unfor-
tunate youth, it will be remembered, was making a good
living in the legitimate avenues of trade when the seductive
goddess of chance threw him a smile and he made a few
lucky purchases of lottery tickets. Then, he-tells us, he
“went wild over the game;” continued to play even after
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his losses became heavy; always expected that the luck
would turn; neglected his business; was finally kicked out \
of even his miserable tickel ugency by the lottery com-

pany; and finally found himself under arrest for obtaining

| fifteen cents under false pretences. 8o muoch for the

| favour of the goddess chance.

The gravest charge against cheap gambling establish-
ments of all kinds is the undeniable fact that they prey
upon the most defenceless members of the community, It
is the youth with little knowledpe of the world who ima-
gines that there are run for his advantage lotteries and
gaming houses.where he can really get a fortune for a trifle
if lie be 8o fortunate as to choose the right numbers; and "
that his chances for doing this are considerable. Conge-
quently the young clerk, the raw country lad, the stranger,
the friendless girl making her own plucky fight aguinst the
world, even the errand boy and the servant girl, are drawn -
into the net of the gambling establishment, and there are
deprived of the money they need so keenly. If it were
possible to write the full story of the losses suffered in one
large gambling house, it would be a chapter in real life
more dramatic than most of the imagintngs of the roman-
verd. It would tell of pilferings from the tills of employers
to make up the losses in the last venture, breaches of trust
by clerks, money stolen by errand boys, and terrible tempt-
ations thrust in the paths of young girls. It is not only
at spectacular Monte Carlo that gaming losses lead to sui-
cide, moral as well as physical.

IT it is right to protect the public against medical char- :
latans who might deceive the stranger and the ill-informed .
into trusting to them when the disease requires the atten-
tion of a skilled physician, then it is right to protect the
young and the inexperienced from delusive lures which
hald out a promise of a short cut to wealth, but lead rather 5
to loss and disaster. The community has no right to per-
mit in its midst traps for the feet -of the young,
and then punish the young when they stray into
them. ~ The merchant, for instance, who will not
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do his share to get rid of the gambling temptations
which, in this city, perhaps, more thun in  most others,
dazzle his modestly paid and fairly hard worked clerk into
risking his seant earnings on the chance of large Wlﬂlllllj,ﬂj.‘
may have the law on his side when e comes to prosecute
that clerk for making up his losses out of the ofce till;
but he can hardly have an easy conseience over the affair,
An\admirably’ trained boy, sheltered in the right kind of a
home, may be safe in the midst of sueh boy-traps; but the
cify is full of Inds who have not these advantages.

Nor will the city be advantaged by o citiZenship grow-
ing amid such surroundings. A gambling experience (dis-
courages patient industry and makes one dissatisfled with
the slow earnings of honest labour. The Supreme Court
of the United States Bas well said that “society built upon
such a foundation (gambling) would almost of necessity
bring forth a population of specialators and gamblers live
ing on the expectation of what chanee might award them
from the acenmulations of others.”  The suppression of

“public gambling is nothing but 0 measure of public pro-
c tection.—Wontreal Daily Star, Baturday, March 11, 1899,
' (!:'ulll' support is earnestly solicited in having the Law
mended =0 as to completely” wipe ont thiz evil from the

Province of Quebec,

POLICY GAMBLING.

An Evil that Even * Rummies * Wish to Suppress.

- It is almost certain that, if tested in the courts, ‘policy’
gambling would be declaved to be illegal, under the revised
cade, mainly the work of the late 8ir John Thompson. The
fact that no suel test has been, or probably will be, ap-
plied, demonstrates the need of a public prosecutor, accord-
ing to the suggestion recently made by Judge Wurtele.

Evidence abounds on every hand of the desolating effect
of this special form of gambling, which has been introduced .
into Montreal comparatively recently. Just who is re-
gponsible for its introduction conld not be easily -ascertain-
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ed. but it is known that coincident with the gnle of ‘pol-
icy® tickets there appeared n number of ‘aports’n certain
premises on Cradg stregt who appeared to be Tassocinted
with the new enterprise,

Thousands have been bitten by this form of gambling.
Those who suffer most are classes who can least afford to
lose anything. The game fourishes best in the working
district= of the eity. In the latter every cigar and cheap

ciandy store offer the tickets to their patrons,  The com-

mission allowed by the promoters is twenty per cent, There
are numbers’ of small stores in the west end of the city,
particularly along the line of Notre Dame street, which
mike a elear profit of from twelve to fifteen dollars a week
gelling tickets to working-men. The manager of a larre
Q-mhmtrml concern in this neighborhood, which employs
geveral hundred men, has done his best to demonstrate to
hix workmen the folly of having anything to do with a
swindle which only offered to its vietims one chance in a
hundred, but in vain, He showed that the combinations
upon which the men depended for suecess were not to be
trusted, and that though they might be permitted to win
onee in a while, in the end they must come ont  losers.
Nevertheless, they were not convineed, and to show the
extremes to whicl) this gambling passion will go, it may
be stated that a number of men in this district brought on
a *elever” fellow from the United States who made a busi-
ness of forming suceessful ‘combinations’ of winning num-
bers sin order that he should guarantee, them ‘luck,’ for
which they were willing to pay.

&w it happens, the vietims are most numerous amongst
workmen poorly paid, and whoe eannot afford to part with
the smallest soms. It is 'II{E“«!L who are bitten by the de-
sire of sudden gain, and eVen their wives and children
have caught the baneful contagion. Combinations are
‘made out of the numbers 'of houses; numerical novelties
are sought in the hope that lnck will attend them; child-
ren on the streets talk about their ‘lucky’ numbers.

Drawings are held daily, and@he lists are fﬂ“‘-"‘l in al--
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most all the large industrial establishments in the city.
Men and boys may be found poring over these with the
greatest interest.  If moralists are indifferent, the ‘rom-
mies' are not, and it is understood that the latter are abont
to petition the proper authorities to put ‘policy’ under the
ban, on the ground that it is taking the bread not only oot
of the mouths of the working-men and their families, for
whom they feel the greatest solicitude, but out of their
own a8 well, which is perhaps more| to the point, seeing
that the poor men who play *policy’ are to longer able to
patronize the saloon, which got a goodly portion of their
earnings at the end of each fortnight, when the score was
paid off—all the saloons in the neighborhood of fal:turu-u
giving credit from one pay day to the next.

A certain sardonic humor may possibly be found in thm
situation, as far as the action of the ‘rummies’ is concern-
ed. What is undoubted is, that even in New York, which,
under a Tammany ‘re%;imt-. is ‘run’ wide open, it has been
found necessary to extirpate ‘policy’ gambling wherever
found—the administration recognizing that it was the
most insidious of all the evils which exist in a large centre,
invading, ns it does, the home, and transforming the wo-
men and children into gambling fiends, whose passion is
even more insatiable than that of the men, and who fling
off every restraint which maheu ¢ life of the poor decent,
honest and virtuous.

The question is, when will our local authorities make a
test case in order to see whether the law permits this evil
to exist, or whether it is alrendy condemned by the re- -
vised civil code, which only needs energetic application on
the part of those ‘who are paid to execute not merely local
by-laws, but the general law of the country.—Daily Witncss,
Montreal, Friday, March 24, 1899,
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Copy of Letter received m the Buperintendent of the
Boys' Home.

THE BOYS' HOME OF MONTREAL. -

115, 117, 119 and 121 Mountain.
© James R. Dick, SBuperintendent,

2 Montreal, March 24th, 1809,
Jonx A, (inosg, Euj,,

Sir,—Incidentally hearing tha® you were about to pro-
ceed to Ottawn, for the purpose of interviewing the Federal
Minister of Justice, regarding the law of lotteries, and in-
tend presenting him witl) several petitions against the law
us it now stands, 1 beg'to lay before 'vyou my difficnlty as
Superintendent and Father of a large family of boys, who
come to this city from other parts of the country and Great
Britain.

The inducements to gamble are in nearly every candy
store. There lottery tickets are sold for any sum you wish
to put up, from five tents opwards, and the devices are
guch that the prizes ave few, if any; nevertheless, .they try
again and spend much money.

There is such a place in the vicinity of the Boys® Home,
which has a very debasing effect on oor boys, whom we are
trying to save to an honest and true life of manhood. Our
expenditure is between $5,000 and §6,000 a year to elevite -
and give a trade or profession to such as are suitable for
either, but those places which exert such an influence on
the young mind are ruining our boys by the hundreds, and
those who frequent such plavgs are encouraged to usurp
paternal authority, and be manly, and do as they like.

1 have never had such difficulties to contend with dur-
ing my sixteen years of service for boys in the Boys’ Honie
- a8 within the past two years, which are directly owing to

those lottery and gambling places, being so prominent and
daring. A father recently told me that his son has been
entirely roined by this place; the boy would spend his en-
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&
tire month’s pay ‘on tickets, and he has several times gune
himie under the influence of liquor.

Another sad feature of the casé is that the boys will
not give any information of a nature that will bring the
heepers of such places within the reach of the law. There
dppears te be no law, except it be on the side of the laiy-
breaker, -The lads arve mrrurlm:d and held in fear of be-
ing informed on, * '

U one oveasion, 1 went iutu one of these places to order

i tew of my boys out, and was threatened with bodily
. O-u tﬂ-a}um;m for trying to save the lads from going down
o ruin.

It would be well that the law prohibit the sale of lottery
tickets, cigarettes, and liquor to any less than the years
ol manhood,

Now, dear Sir, 1 do not wish to say too much, but,if
Aot can do anything by making use of the above, or by my-
self further, 1 shall be glad to be of service, go that this
damning evil may be put a stop to, and the flower of our
voung manhood be saved frosm-g ruined life in the future.

Tell the Minister of Justice to legislate for the boys who,
ina very few years w ill be the fathers of our fair Canada,
and not to consider at all those who for a few cents would
ruin their fair young lives.

May you have success in your mission, which will hﬂ

lusting triumph to future posterity.

Yours respectfully, :

(Rigned), JAMES R. DICK,
*  Buperintendent.
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