
FINDING DIRECTIONS WEST:  
READINGS THAT LOCATE AND DISLOCATE 
WESTERN CANADA’S PAST  
Edited by George Colpitts and Heather Devine

ISBN 978-1-55238-881-5

THIS BOOK IS AN OPEN ACCESS E-BOOK. It is an electronic 
version of a book that can be purchased in physical form through 
any bookseller or on-line retailer, or from our distributors. Please 
support this open access publication by requesting that your 
university purchase a print copy of this book, or by purchasing 
a copy yourself. If you have any questions, please contact us at 
ucpress@ucalgary.ca

Cover Art: The artwork on the cover of this book is not open 
access and falls under traditional copyright provisions; it cannot 
be reproduced in any way without written permission of the artists 
and their agents. The cover can be displayed as a complete cover 
image for the purposes of publicizing this work, but the artwork 
cannot be extracted from the context of the cover of this specific 
work without breaching the artist’s copyright. 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE: This open-access work is published under a Creative Commons 
licence. This means that you are free to copy, distribute, display or perform the work as long 
as you clearly attribute the work to its authors and publisher, that you do not use this work 
for any commercial gain in any form, and that you in no way alter, transform, or build on the 
work outside of its use in normal academic scholarship without our express permission. If 
you want to reuse or distribute the work, you must inform its new audience of the licence 
terms of this work. For more information, see details of the Creative Commons licence at: 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

UNDER THE CREATIVE 
COMMONS LICENCE YOU 
MAY:

• read and store this 
document free of charge;

• distribute it for personal 
use free of charge;

• print sections of the work 
for personal use;

• read or perform parts of 
the work in a context where 
no financial transactions 
take place.

UNDER THE CREATIVE COMMONS LICENCE YOU 
MAY NOT:

• gain financially from the work in any way;
• sell the work or seek monies in relation to the distribution 
of the work;

• use the work in any commercial activity of any kind;
• profit a third party indirectly via use or distribution of  
the work;

• distribute in or through a commercial body (with 
the exception of academic usage within educational 
institutions such as schools and universities);

• reproduce, distribute, or store the cover image outside  
of its function as a cover of this work;

• alter or build on the work outside of normal academic 
scholarship.

Acknowledgement: We acknowledge the wording around 
open access used by Australian publisher, re.press, and 
thank them for giving us permission to adapt their wording 
to our policy http://www.re-press.org



Edited by  

George Colpitts and  
Heather Devine

---------------------------------------

---------------------------------------

Readings that Locate and Dislocate Western Canada’s Past

finding
Directions West



finding
Directions West



---------------------------------------

---------------------------------------

THE WEST SERIES
Aritha van Herk, Series Editor 

ISSN 1922-6519 (Print)  ISSN 1925-587X (Online) 

This series focuses on creative non-fiction that explores our sense of place in  
the West - how we define ourselves as Westerners and what impact we have on  
the world around us. Essays, biographies, memoirs, and insights into Western 
Canadian life and experience are highlighted.

No. 1 ∙		  Looking Back: Canadian Women's Prairie Memoirs and Intersections  
	 of Culture, History, and Identity S. Leigh Matthews

No. 2 ∙		  Catch the Gleam: Mount Royal, From College to University,  
	 1910–2009 Donald N. Baker

No. 3 ∙		  Always an Adventure: An Autobiography Hugh A. Dempsey

No. 4 ∙ 		 Promoters, Planters, and Pioneers: The Course and Context of 			 
	 Belgian Settlement in Western Canada Cornelius J. Jaenen

No. 5 ∙		  Happyland: A History of the “Dirty Thirties” in 					   
	 Saskatchewan, 1914–1937 Curtis R. McManus

No. 6 ∙		  My Name is Lola Lola Rozsa, as told to and written by Susie Sparks

No. 7 ∙		  The Cowboy Legend: Owen Wister’s Virginian and the  
	 Canadian-American Frontier John Jennings

No. 8 ∙		  Sharon Pollock: First Woman of Canadian Theatre  
	 Edited by Donna Coates

No. 9 ∙		  Finding Directions West: Readings that Locate and Dislocate Western 		
	 Canada’s Past  Edited by George Colpitts and Heather Devine



Edited by  

George Colpitts and  
Heather Devine

finding
Directions West

---------------------------------------

---------------------------------------

Readings that Locate and Dislocate Western Canada’s Past

THE WEST Series
ISSN 1922-6519 (Print) ISSN 1925-587X (Online)



© 2017 George Colpitts and Heather Devine

University of Calgary Press 
2500 University Drive NW 
Calgary, Alberta 
Canada T2N 1N4 
press.ucalgary.ca

This book is available as an ebook which is licensed under a Creative Commons license. The 
publisher should be contacted for any commercial use which falls outside the terms of that license. 

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication

          Finding directions west : readings that locate and dislocate  
western Canada’s past / edited by George Colpitts and Heather  
Devine.

 
(West series, 1922-6519 ; no. 9) 
Includes bibliographical references and index. 
Issued in print and electronic formats. 
ISBN 978-1-55238-880-8 (softcover).—ISBN 978-1-55238-881-5  
(open access PDF).—ISBN 978-1-55238-882-2 (PDF).— 
ISBN 978-1-55238-883-9 (EPUB).—ISBN 978-1-55238-884-6 (MOBI)

 
          1. Canada, Western--History.  I. Colpitts, George, 1964-, editor  
II. Devine, Heather, author, editor  III. Series: West series  
(Calgary, Alta.) ; 9

FC3206.F55 2017                               971.2                       C2017-900110-8  
                                                                                             C2017-900111-6

The University of Calgary Press acknowledges the support of the Government of Alberta through 
the Alberta Media Fund for our publications. We acknowledge the financial support of the 
Government of Canada. We acknowledge the financial support of the Canada Council for the  
Arts for our publishing program.

This book has been published with the help of a grant from the Alberta Historical Resources 
Foundation, made possible by the Alberta Lottery Fund.

Copyediting by Peter Enman 
Cover design, page design, and typesetting by Melina Cusano



v

Table of Contents

Illustrations
Acknowledgments

		  Introduction: Migration and Transformation  
in the Canadian West 
George Colpitts and Heather Devine

1.		  Spatial Deployments to Synchronic Witnessing: 
Reiterations of Contact in Museum Spaces
Kimberly Mair

2.		  Discombobulated Remnants?: Preserving  
LGBTTTIQ Histories
Cheryl Avery and Shelley Sweeney	

3.		  J.Z. LaRocque: A Métis Historian’s Account of  
His Family’s Experiences during the North-West  
Rebellion of 1885
Heather Devine	

4.		  Colonizer or Compatriot?: A Reassessment  
of the Reverend John McDougall
Will Pratt	

5.		  Exploring the “Thirteenth” Reason for Suffrage: 
Enfranchising “Mothers of the British Race”  
on the Canadian Prairies
Mallory Allyson Richard	

vii
ix

1

19

39

59

93

111



FINDING DIRECTIONS WESTvi

6.	 “Develop a Great Imperial Race”: Emmeline Pankhurst, 
Emily Murphy, and Their Promotion of “Race 
Betterment” in Western Canada in the 1920s
Sarah Carter

7.	 “The Country Was Looking Wonderful”:  
Insights on 1930s Alberta from the Travel  
Diary of Mary Beatrice Rundle	
Sterling Evans

8.		  A Blueprint for Range Management:  
The Anderson Grazing Rates Report of 1941	
Max Foran

9.		  Mountain Capitalists, Space, and Modernity  
at the Banff School of Fine Arts
PearlAnn Reichwein and Karen Wall 

Bibliography
Contributors
Index

133

151

179

203

233
255
259



vii

Illustrations

1.1 	 First Contact mural image, Syncrude Gallery of Aboriginal Culture
1.2 	 Henday fur trade diorama, Syncrude Gallery of Aboriginal Culture
1.3 	 Inside of Jonathan Hunt’s House

2.1 	 National Gay Conference 1975
2.2 	 Sensible shoes news
2.3 	 Perceptions 

3.1 	 Joseph Zépherin LaRocque
3.2 	 Mrs. Lucy LaRocque and Mrs. Mary Devine
3.3 	 LaRocque’s trunk of documents
3.4 	 LaRocque’s bundled letter File
3.5 	 A LaRoque typewritten letter
3.6 	 Ahchacoosahcotatakoopit (Star Blanket)
3.7 	 John Hawkes, Saskatchewan Legislative Librarian

4.1 	 The Reverend John McDougall
4.2 	 John McDougall and Indigenous participants at the Calgary 

Fairgrounds, ca. 1910

5.1 	 “Everybody Votes but Mother” 



FINDING DIRECTIONS WESTviii

6.1 	 Nellie McClung, Emmeline Pankhurst and the Edmonton Equal 
Franchise League, Edmonton, 1916

9.1 	 Banff School of Fine Arts campus as first imagined in the mid-1940s
9.2 	 Banff School of Fine Art’s “Colonel Wood Memorial” (sic) building 

sketch 1946
9.3 	 Student Chalet for summer occupancy
9.4 	 Campus composite layout, 1947
9.5 	 Studio Building
9.6 	 “Typical Chalet” proposed in 1947



ix

Acknowledgments

The editors acknowledge the financial support made available for the Dir-
ections West: 3rd Biennial Conference on Western Canadian Studies, 2012. 
Grants by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council, the US 
Consulate General (Calgary), the University of Calgary’s Faculties of Art 
and Graduate Studies, the Network in Canadian History & Environment 
(NiCHE), and the Alberta Historical Resources Foundation were greatly 
appreciated, as was the work of many faculty, supporting staff, and gradu-
ate students before and during the conference.

Fred Glover, PhD student, University of Calgary, provided excellent 
copyediting and editorial assistance in creating the final manuscript. The 
editorial assistance of Francine Michaud is also appreciated.

The editors would like to express their gratitude to the Alberta 
Historical Resources Foundation for providing a grant supporting this 
book project.






