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The partner Alberta universities
(University of Alberta, University of
Calgary, and University of Lethbridge)
are committed to contributing to the
development of the knowledge base
in the varied disciplines involved in
| gambling studies and meeting the
Institute's mission - to significantly
improve Albertans' knowledge of
how gambling affects society. During
its initial year, the Alberta Gaming
Research Institute has focused on
building awareness of the
organization both locally and internationally and
promoting capacity-building at the partner universities
while stimulating wider interest in gambling research.
We are very appreciative of the support and expertise
that has been contributed by international scholars
through our peer review process and emphasize its
importance in maintaining the academic rigor which is
a characteristic feature of scholarly research.

I wish to acknowledge the importance of the
contribution of the Alberta Gaming Research Council,
the overseeing body through which the provincial
Ministry of Gaming provides research funding to the
Institute. Through it, Alberta Gaming has
demonstrated its endorsement of the high calibre of
research conducted by the partner universities.
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TIMELINE

July

Commencement (.5) of
Executive Director

(July 1st) MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Appointment of Node
Coordinator, U of A,
(Gambling Research
Specialist, Faculty of
Extension, July 1st)

Set up of Institute
administrative hub at
University Extension
Centre, U of A

Awarding of literature
reviews to university f .
researchers ;

2000/01 Research
Grants Call for
Proposals distributed

Library Clearinghouse
and Collections revised
workplan

August

Logo/graphic design
process initiated

eI {2 2l The year ahead looks to be
process initiated ) .
every bit as rewarding and

Beta website fulfilling as the past one.

developed

September

Research grant
application deadline
(September 5th)

First node coordinators
meeting, U of C
(September 7th)

Distribution of grant
applications to peer
reviewers

Institute logo
completed

2000/01 budget
approval by Council
(September 11th)

Website activated



http://www.abgaminginstitute.ualberta.ca/

October

Literature reviews due
(2 domains)

Council Meeting,
Edmonton

(October 17th intro of
Executive Director)

Liaison meeting with
Ontario Problem
Gambling (October
24th in Edmonton)

Node Coordinator
meeting, U of C
(October 26th)

Research grant
application peer
reviews deadline to
Institute

(Oct. 31st)

Council Meeting,
Edmonton
(Oct. 31st)

November

Literature reviews due
(2 domains)

Research Grant
Approval Committee
meeting

(November 6th)

Research grant
announcements/advice
letters

(November 15th)

Council meeting,
Edmonton
(November 16th)

Board meeting, Calgary
(November 28th)

December

Symposia - Literature
review presentations,
Edmonton
(December 8th)

Symposia - Literature
review presentations,
Calgary

(December 11th)

Joint Board/Council
meeting, Calgary
(December 11th)

ABOUT THE ALBERTA GAMING RESEARCH INSTITUTE

The Institute's Vision:

An institute that is internationally
recognized for its contribution to
the scientific knowledge base in
gambling research.

The Institute's Mission:

To significantly improve Albertans
knowledge of how gambling
affects society.

Core Institute Purposes

Core Institute Businesses



Council meeting,
Edmonton
(December 12th)

January 2001

Partial fund
transfers - Year 1
(January 15th)

Appointment of Significant Institute activities over the past
Institute-funded I N ST I T U T E 9 . - . P
year included building research capacity and

faculty member,

University of ACTIVITI ES sponsors’ research projects, establishing the
Lethbridge nodes at each of the Universities of Alberta,
QENMUETR] £61) 2000 O 1 Calgary and Lethbridge, creating liaisons and
Grant proposal partnerships both nationally and internationally, and putting various
resubmissions of communications mechanisms in place. The Institute also established library
conditional approvals and related resources; its library holdings are coordinated through the

due (January 15th) University of Lethbridge.

Teleconference

Crant Aorovat LITERATURE REVIEW GRANTS, JULY 2000

Committee
(January 22nd)

Meeting with AADAC
regarding research
initiatives

Agenda distribution
for Retreat

February

Meeting of the
literature
reviewers/researchers,
Calgary

(February 7th)

Board meeting,
Calgary
(February 16th)

March

Meeting with AADAC

regarding

regarding RESEARCH PROJECTS
newsletter publication

(March 16th)

Board/Council retreat,
Lethbridge

(March 22nd & 23rd) :

Participation in
Research Revelations
event, U of A
(March 24th)



www.abgaminginstitute.ualberta.ca/documents/reviews/
http://www.abgaminginstitute.ualberta.ca

April

Institute Librarian
commencement,
University of
Lethbridge

(April 9th)

Membership in
Chamber of
Commerce, Edmonton

Bi-annual reports to
Institute re: capacity
building, library and
research grants

Letters of request to
peer reviewers for
2001/02 research grant
cycle

Meetings with SSHRC
and NSERC national
research granting
agencies regarding
policy and process
review

Launch of redesigned
Institute website

May

Commencement of
news monitoring
service (print and
broadcast)

2001/02 Research
grant applications and
guidelines distributed
((EVET)]

Library collections
development and
library service requests

Teleconference
meeting of researchers
regarding cohort study
(May 29th)

June

Board meeting,
Edmonton - Approval
of 2001/04 Business
Plan and budget
(June 1st)

Commencement of
research news
summaries on website




Council meeting,
Edmonton - Institute
business plan and
budget agenda item
(June 5th)

Node coordinators
teleconference
(June 13th)

Institute display at
Chamber of Commerce
event (June 13th)

Reviewer acceptances
due (June 14th)

Research grant
applications due to
Research Grants
Offices (June 22nd)

Council meeting,
Edmonton (June 26th)

Research grant
applications due to
Institute office
(June 29th)

Planning of first issue
of newsletter for fall
publication and
2000/01 annual report

Appointment of Node
Coordinator, U of C
(Psychology) (July 1st)

Appointment of Node
Coordinator, U of L
(School of

Health Sciences)

Peer review process

August

Appointment of
research assistant, U of
L (capacity-building
activity) (August 1st)

Reviews due to
Institute (August 31st)

September

Proposal Approval
Committee meeting
(September 19th)

Approval
announcements
(September 24th -
28th)

PARTNER UNIVERSITY ACTIVITIES

Appointment of Node Coordinators: Each participating university has
appointed a Node Coordinator, whose primary responsibility is to identify
and stimulate interest in gambling research and to promote interdisciplinary
as well as cross-university and external collaborative arrangements.

University of Alberta

University of Alberta
Node Coordinator,
Dr. Garry Smith:

Node Activities



October

First issue of Institute
newsletter '‘Research
reveals..." published
(October 1st)

Board meeting,
Calgary (October 12th)

Canadian Association
of University Research
Administrators annual
meeting and
symposium, Vancouver
(October 12th - 17th)

Bi-annual/completion
reports due re:
capacity building,
library, and research
grant allocations
(October 15th)

November

Selection Committee
recommendations/
Board approvals
(November 1st - 15th)

March

Board/Council
retreat/joint meeting

Gambling, law
enforcement and
justice system issues:
Canadian perspectives
conference -
sponsored by U of A
Node and Institute -
Timms Centre, U of A
(March 8th & 9th,
2002)

May

Board meeting,
Lethbridge

University of Calgary

Node Activities

e
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University of Calgary Node
Coordinator, Dr David Hodgins




University of Lethbridge

Node Coordinator, Robert Williams is Associate Professor in the
School of Health Sciences, University of Lethbridge. He received
a PhD in Experimental Psychology from McMaster University in
1986, and became a clinical psychologist after receiving
additional training at the University of Manitoba. Dr. Williams
was the regional psychologist for Manitoba Health & Family
Services (Thompson region) from 1986 to 1996; he then moved
to Calgary to work at the Addiction Centre at Foothills Hospital. & SEis
It was in this role, as both a clinician and researcher of ] iﬁ‘ h !
adolescent addictions, that Dr. Williams developed an interest in % ‘u_r*. a9 ‘!
problem gambling. In January 2001 he accepted a faculty

position at the University of Lethbridge, funded by the Alberta  University of Lethbridge
Gaming Research Institute. Dr. Williams has published in the Node Coordinator,
areas of seasonal affective disorder, fetal alcohol syndrome, and o [pizlaait B s
adolescent addictions. His current research mandate is the study

of problem gambling, with a particular focus on adolescents and prevention.

Node Activities

m Prevention of pathological gambling: development, implementation and evaluation
of an evidence-based five session gambling prevention program to high school
students at two sites in Alberta.

m A social history of gambling in Alberta to 1970: the history of gambling in Alberta.
Identify the province's gambling traditions, attempts by agencies and government to
either suppress or regulate, and the persistence of gambling as part of our culture

m Four applications from U of L researchers were recently submitted in the second call
for research proposals.

® In May a meeting was arranged for interested researchers to meet the Node
Coordinator and to discuss funding opportunities.

RESEARCH COLLABORATION AND
PARTNERSHIPS

The Alberta Gaming Research Institute has moved quickly to establish collaborations
and partnerships, not only among the three partner universities, but also nationally
and internationally, involving individual researchers as well as institutions.

For example, the Institute has established relationships with researchers in Canada and
abroad. Affiliations have been initiated with agencies (for example, AADAC in Alberta),
nationally (Ontario Problem Gambling Research Centre) and with international
organizations such as the Australian Gambling Research Institute. Other affiliations
include expert researchers across Canada and abroad from range of disciplines, for
information and resource sharing (access to three partner university library catalogs),
and knowledge building (inter-university literature reviews; tri-university researcher
cross-disciplinary, longitudinal study initiative).

ALBERTA GAMING RESEARCH INSTITUTE, ANNUAL RepPORT, No. 1, 2000 - 01



ADMINISTRATION OF
THE INSTITUTE

The recruitment process for the position
of a half-time Executive Director was
completed in April 2000. The location for
the administrative hub/administering
university was determined (University of
Alberta), and the appointment of the
Executive Director became effective on 1
July 2000. A full-time Administrative
Assistant was hired in mid-September.
Concurrently, planning was underway for
the establishment of a research 'node’ at
each of the partner universities. With
expanding program and process planning
requirements, the Board reassessed and
increased the position of Executive
Director to full-time effective April 1,
2001. Correspondingly, the Administrative
Assistant position was reduced to 20
hours per week while consultants with
specific expertise are engaged on a
project basis.

2001-2004
BUSINESS PLAN

In accordance with its mandate, the
Alberta Gaming Research Institute
updates its business plan each year, on a
three-year rolling basis. The Business Plan
sets out the Institute's Vision, Mission,
Core Purposes and Core Businesses, and it
describes the key strategies, measures,
targets and results expected from each
strategy. A copy of the current business
plan can be found (as a PDF) at the
Institute's website:

hitp.//Www.abgaminginstitute. ualberta.ca

/documents/2001-04businessplan.pdf

WEBSITE ACTIVITIES

The Alberta Gaming Research Institute
considers the Internet to be a major
communications tool, and to this effect
has developed a comprehensive website

|(http://lwww.abgaminginstitute.ualberta.ca/)|
with information about the Institute, its
activities, conferences, events, resources,
and links to sites of related interest. An
analysis of visitors to the Institute’s site
indicates that the site is being accessed
with increasing frequency, both within
Alberta, across Canada, as well as in the
United States and the UK.

THE ROLE OF THE
LIBRARY IN
SUPPORTING THE
WORK OF THE
INSTITUTE

The goal of the Alberta Gaming Research
Institute library is to support the work of
researchers and the general public who
are interested in gaming and gambling
issues. To effectively study these issues as
they affect Albertan citizens, it is
important for people to have access to
relevant and up-to-date sources of
information. Librarians select materials
for inclusion in the gaming collections of
institute libraries, provide answers to

questions that range from the general to
the highly specific, and seek to broaden
access to important information through
the use of innovative services.

Items available in the libraries of
institute-sponsored libraries include
books, journals, government reports &
studies, and video recordings. All items
are searchable using individual university
library catalogues or together using The
Alberta Library Online
(www.talonline.ca/). The ‘Library
Resources' section of the Alberta Gaming
Research Institute's website is a useful
starting point for people seeking
information about gaming and gambling
in Alberta and around the world.

ALBERTA GAMING RESEARCH INSTITUTE, ANNUAL REPORT, No. 1, 2000 - 01
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ALBERTA GAMING RESEARCH INSTITUTE,
FINANCIAL INFORMATION 2000-01

2000/01 APPROVED BUDGET $1, 240,000

Research Funding
Grants/ Capacity-Building Program $807,000

m Research grants
m Position funding
m Nodal research development

Infrastructure and Library $198,000

m  Website design, development and maintenance
m Library collections and clearinghouse
m Symposia, colloquia, conferences

Linkages - National and International

m  Communications
m Exchanges

Sub-Total $1,045,000
Administration

m Salaries (1.5)
m  Administrative hub operational costs
m Research node operational costs (each of 3 universities)

Sub-Total $195,000

RESEARCH GRANTS BY DOMAIN

In addition to at least one literature review for each of the identified domains, the
Alberta Gaming Research Institute provided research grants for peer reviewed
proposals. Ten projects were approved; in some instances, the interdisciplinary
nature of the research encompassed more than one of the identified domains.

Domain No. of projects

Bio-psychological and health care 5

Socio-cultural

Economic

4
2
Government and industry policy and practice 4
1

Other

ALBERTA GAMING RESEARCH INSTITUTE, ANNUAL REPORT, No. 1, 2000 - 01




CAPACITY-BUILDING
AT PARTNER
UNIVERSITIES:

University of Alberta
($145,000)

University of Calgary
($145,000)

University of Lethbridge
($295,000)

ALBERTA GAMING
RESEARCH INSTITUTE
BOARD OF
DIRECTORS, 2000-01

Dr. Keith Archer

Chair, Alberta Gaming Research
Institute and Interim Vice-President,
Research

University of Calgary

Dr. Chris Armstrong-Esther

Board Vice-Chair and Professor, School
of Health Sciences

University of Lethbridge

Dr. Dennis Fitzpatrick
Associate Vice-President (Research)
University of Lethbridge

Dr. Nady el-Guebaly

Professor, Department of Psychiatry
Division Chief, Addiction Division,
Faculty of Medicine,

University of Calgary

Dr. Edd LeSage

Associate Dean (Academic),
Division of Government Studies,
Faculty of Extension

University of Alberta

Dr. Bill McBlain
Associate Vice-President (Research)
University of Alberta (to 31 May 2001)

Dr. Rick Szostak

Professor, Department of Economics
University of Alberta

(from 1 June 2001)

Ms. Sheila Murphy
Chair, Alberta Gaming Research Council
Edmonton, Alberta
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Alberta Gaming Research Institute
4-05H, University Extension Centre
University of Alberta

8303 - 112 Street

Edmonton, AB T6G 2T4

Email: abgaming@ualberta.ca

Executive Director: Vickii Williams
Phone: (780) 492-2817

Fax: (780) 492-6125
vickii.williams@ualberta.ca

Media Contact: Dr. Garry Smith
Phone: (780) 492-2770
Email: garry.j.smith@ualberta.ca

University of Alberta: Dr. Garry Smith
Phone: (780) 492-2770
Email: garry.j.smith@ualberta.ca

University of Calgary: Dr. David Hodgins
Phone: (403) 670-4785
Email: dhodgins@ucalgary.ca

University of Lethbridge: Dr. Robert Williams
Phone: (403) 382-7128
Email: robert.williams@uleth.ca
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