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Fragile states, unable or unwilling to provide a sociopolitical framework 
that meets their citizens’ basic needs, are a source of terrorism and inter-
national crime, as well as incubators of infectious disease, environmental 
disaster, and unregulated mass migration. Canada’s engagement with 
such countries as the Congo, Haiti, Bosnia, and Afghanistan underlines 
the commitment of successive Canadian governments to addressing the 
threats posed to global security by state fragility. 

Spanning the 1960s to the present and stretching from the Middle 
East to Latin America to Southeast Asia, From Kinshasa to Kandahar: 
Canada and Fragile States in Historical Perspective brings together leading 
Canadian historians and political scientists to explore Canada’s historic 
relationships with fragile states. Authors embrace a variety of approaches  
and methodologies, including traditional archival historical research, 
postmodern textual analysis, oral history, and administrative studies.  
This collection helps explain the historic forces that have shaped Canadian 
policy toward failed and fragile states, and provides a platform for a  
national discussion about Canada’s future role in addressing state fragility.
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Also by Michael K. Carroll and Greg Donaghy from University of Calgary Press: In the 
National Interest: Canadian Foreign Policy and the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade, 1909–2009 (978-1-55238-538-8).

“A timely and welcome addition to current debates about Canadian 
foreign and security policy in the 21st century, this collection forces us to 
think about what is new and what is not about the current dilemmas of 
intervening in fragile and failed states. . . . It has a good mix of historical, 
political, and sociological analyses [and] will be of wide ranging interest  
to scholars from history, politics, and strategic studies.”

—Kevin Brushett, Royal Military College of Canada


