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Abstract 

At the federal level of elections in Canada, the years from 2000-2011 saw a cooling of a 

longstanding trend: Catholics voting for the Liberals. This constituency has been a staple of their 

electoral coalition and a large part of their success in the 20th century. An analysis of voting 

habits in New Brunswick reveals that voting by religion is still a phenomenon in the province, 

with Catholics holding on to their traditional preference. This remains the case in the province 

even across a variety of social and demographic variables. 
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Chapter 1: Introduction 

 1.1 Goals and Inspiration 

 This thesis seeks to analyze the Catholic vote cleavage in the context of New Brunswick. 

To do so it relies upon census data and the Canadian Election Study from the years 2000-2011. 

The goal is to determine whether or not there were changes in disproportionate Catholic support 

for the Liberal Party as had occurred elsewhere in the country, and if these change took place 

along any identifiable variables. In accomplishing this goal, it will take up, in part, some of the 

work that needed to be done as suggested by André Blais. 

 In June of 2005, Blais addressed the Canadian Political Science Association on the 

success of the Liberal Party in Canada. He noted that the Liberals’ victories ranks it globally 

among the most successful parties in liberal democracies, as it had governed 44 of the 60 years 

from 1945 to 2005 (Blais, 2005). Using the Canadian Election Studies as his starting point, and 

focusing on the “big picture” as opposed to trying to explain why the Liberals did better or worse 

in any election, Blais argues that there are two factors that helped the Liberals maintain their 

dominance. One of those factors is the support of Canadians of non-European origin. Canadians 

of non-European origin are becoming more important to the Liberals and the overall Canadian 

election landscape due to their growing numbers (2005). The larger factor in Liberal dominance, 

and one that has long escaped explanation, was their ability to win the Catholic vote (2005). 

Without the support of Catholics, the strength of the Liberal party would have been greatly 

diminished during the 20th century.  

 Blais argued against what he deemed the conventional wisdom that social background 

characteristics were no longer very relevant to vote choice; while he did admit that their 

explanation is partial and some characteristics are less important over time, they still can be 
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important indicators of the vote (2005). It may be easy to believe that in modern secularized 

countries religious identity is less important than it has been in the past. Certainly, the times of 

cross burning and the Ku Klux Klan influencing election outcomes on sectarian grounds are over 

(Fairie, 2013). It would be a mistake however, to believe religion has no impact on voting. 

 Assuming religion is unimportant would certainly be a folly in New Brunswick. The 

province is defined by its cleavages, both linguistic and religious. Even if the province was bereft 

of its linguistic differences, its religiosity and religious history would still make it a good place to 

start for a religiously based examination of voting in Canada. 

 Compared to a province such as British Columbia, in which no strong religious cleavage 

on party lines developed, or Newfoundland, where the cleavage actually had extended periods of 

being reversed with Catholics voting Conservative, New Brunswick presents itself as an 

interesting choice for an analysis of the religious cleavage for Liberal voting over the 21st 

Century (Fairie, 2013). The presence of the relevant religions, parties, and languages, with no 

large non-European Canadian population, allows for proper controls and analysis to be done 

strictly on the question of the religious cleavage, with minimal interference from other factors 

compared to other provinces. English can be compared with Protestants, French with Anglo-

Catholics, the province as a whole with individual groups, and more.  

 The history of these demographics also make New Brunswick an interesting province for 

a study of religion and voting. The combination of Protestant Loyalists and English settlers, 

along with the Acadians who returned or remained after their deportation by the English, and a 

flood of Irish due to the famine diaspora, have left New Brunswick with more Catholics than 

Protestants (Statistics Canada, 2011). On the language front, the Acadians were never 

assimilated, and this lends New Brunswick a high proportion of people who speak French as a 
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first language. This demographic profile, though small, makes it traditionally Canadian in its 

linguistic and religious duality (Cross, 2002) (Belkhodja, 2002).  

While the small size of the province may present some difficulties, the above listed 

historical and demographic factors make it a polity that ought to be examined regardless. 

Furthermore, there is precedent for working within the framework of small respondent and 

sample sizes. Notably, Elkins and Simeon's Small Worlds: Provinces and Parties in Canadian 

Political Life did comparative analyses in which the Maritime provinces, including New 

Brunswick, were accommodated despite their small size. Chandler and Chandler's Public Policy 

and Provincial Politics was of the same type of analysis, where information from the smaller 

provinces was engaged on nuanced terms. Though the paper presented here is not a comparative 

work, to some extent it follows in the footsteps of those cited above in that it engages with 

provinces that can have a deficit in statistically significant data. 

 Thus, it is not expected that this thesis, dealing specifically with New Brunswick, will 

yield multiple statistically significant results. This, however, does not immediately invalidate the 

findings. If patterns emerge in the data and analysis that complement or contradict current 

literature on the religious cleavage in Canada, and how it interacted with recent elections 

nationally, then this investigation is successful. As an exploratory paper, this work will be 

conservative in its conclusions, however, it will be optimistic in its suggestions for future work. 

Its findings may relate to religion and politics at large in the rest of Canada. Indeed, this thesis 

demonstrates that there is still plenty of work to be done on the topics of New Brunswick and 

religious vote cleavages.  

 With this in mind, the ambition of this work is to discover the nature of the Catholic vote 

cleavage in New Brunswick and how it relates to what is already known on the topic. As a 
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consequence of the first goal, the findings will be related to the politics of language in New 

Brunswick and the voting behavior of Protestants. This investigation seeks to highlight where 

findings are similar for the sake of confirmation but also different for the sake of investigation. 

With the limited scope of data available it will try, when appropriate, to draw some conclusions 

but such conclusions are primarily suggestive as opposed to definitive. 

 1.2 Background 

 Religious cleavages have historically played a role in Canadian elections, both provincial 

and federal. The Liberal party has done well in the Maritimes, of which New Brunswick is a part, 

and places with higher numbers of Catholics (Blais, 2006). Scholars such as Fairie (2013) and 

Aunger (1981) have noted the traditional style and outlook of the province's politics, especially 

concerning the religious cleavage. Recent work on party conventions in the Maritimes showed 

that the religious cleavage is present in both the electorate and the party delegates to leadership 

conventions (Stewart and Stewart, 2007). Therefore, even in modern times, religion is an 

important consideration in New Brunswick.  

 With confidence then, in 2006, Blais spoke of the Catholic support of the federal Liberal 

party, even outside of Quebec. Yet only five years after his address being Catholic would no 

longer be the meaningful indicator of voting for the Liberal party it once was (Gidengil et al., 

2012). Though there were signs of a weakening in this trend, it was still a shock to see the 

“unwanted house guest” finally leave in the 2011 election (Gidengil et al., 2012). The timing of 

one of the biggest defeats in Liberal history, with the lack of Catholic support, the sponsorship 

scandal, the rise of the NDP, and the Liberals increasingly fighting with the NDP over the same 

kind of voter was not lost on the authors of Dominance & Decline. By any measure 2011 was a 

devastating finale to Liberal struggles over the preceding years.  
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 One will only know of the significance of these changes by a thorough examination of 

the 2015 federal election, but the 2011 election leaves political scientists with an important, 

though perhaps temporary, conclusion to the trend of decreasing Catholic support in the 21st 

century of the Liberal party. The cleavage, for the time being, had vanished. The resurgence of 

the Liberals in the 2015 election makes the decline of the Liberals in the 2000s interesting on its 

own, but considering how the most important voting bloc of the Liberal party was, and may still 

be Catholics, their return to government makes it all the more pressing to understand the 

dynamics of the religious cleavage. 

 It is hard to measure phenomenon without change. While the fact that Catholics outside 

of Quebec tended to vote Liberal has been well documented, there has been little in terms of 

uncontroversial or decisive explanations as to why this is the case. Past changes or differences 

have been noted by others. For example, the general assessment is that the Conservatives were 

the party of Protestants and the Liberals were the party of Catholics. But this depended on 

province, and occasionally from election to election (Fairie, 2013). As well, the early Liberal 

party had a radical republican streak, and was not always supported by Catholics in the 19th 

century; for a time, Catholics and the clergy of the Church were against the perceived radical 

nature of the Liberal party, which was compared to secular republicanism in France (Fairie, 

2013). John Meisel noted in a case study as early as 1956 that while Catholics tended to vote 

Liberal, he was able to determine that the clergy were more Conservative in their voting habits 

(Meisel, 1956). These changes and difference have, in the past offered opportunity for 

measurement. 

 With an actual shakeup of the cleavage in 2011, including a decrease in support over that 

period, one will for the first time have a series of elections where being Catholic was a relatively 
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weaker indicator for Liberal. Much like previous works, this thesis will take advantage of change 

for the sake of measurement, and thus most of the analysis is limited only to the period of 2000-

2011, with fewer references to data outside that time-frame. That said references will be made to 

the history of the province and elections outside that timeframe when appropriate. 

 Similar to Dominance and Decline, this work relies primarily on the data from the 

Canadian Election Study. These surveys provide a wide variety of questions within the same data 

set and organized by election year. Questions asked in the survey include demographics such as 

age, to more specific inquiries such as attitudes towards certain policies. Utilizing this data set 

and seeing how these variables interact with Catholicism in New Brunswick is the main goal. 

This data will allow one to see the significance of the Catholic vote cleavage and religious voting 

in New Brunswick. 

 1.3 Outline 

 The first step in this work is laying a foundation. This requires an understanding of the 

history of New Brunswick. Knowledge of the province's history shows a researcher where to 

expect differences between groups, and why differences might exist. That the French might 

support one party, but the Protestants another in the 21st century would be difficult to grasp 

without going back and understanding the history of these differences. A firm understanding of 

history allows one to make statements about the present and potential future with more 

confidence; is what is being seen in voting patterns regular or part of a new phenomenon with no 

precedent in the past?  

 From the history of the province, the paper will move on to a look at New Brunswick's 

recent provincial elections. It is unlikely that religion and voting would have an impact on only 

one level of politics. Furthermore, if religion is closer to home in the Maritimes than local 
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politics should see more interactions between religion and voting than federal politics, where the 

issues or identities might be more muted. In this section, census data from 2011 is used to map 

out the location of Catholics and Francophones and compare this geography with abstracted 

results of provincial elections and the Canadian Election Study data to understand any change or 

continuity in these elections. If religion is becoming more or less important in voting, then it 

should be apparent in the maps and results of recent elections. 

 The strategy above is also used on the federal elections. The county boundaries align 

slightly better with the federal electoral districts than the provincial ones, and so in some ways 

the results here are more interesting. It is possible that different habits or different events in 

federal politics lead to religion mattering less or more, and this could be found in the results. 

While the leaders of the federal parties and the issues of the elections may not be as local or 

parochial as the provincial results, the people, how they voted, and their religious affiliation over 

the 2000-2011 period can still be tracked for any useful findings. If religion matters more or less 

at different levels of politics in New Brunswick, this only adds to knowledge acquired on the 

field 

 The federal vote is also where the relationship between Catholics and their vote choice 

faded, while no such claim has been made on the vote preferences of Catholics in provincial 

elections. Any differences or similarities found in the federal vote with the provincial vote will 

either add to understanding the wider phenomenon of religion and voting or suggest further 

avenues for research. The two levels of elections also present the possibility of different voting 

behaviours within the same religious categories, which is further reason for both to be 

investigated. 

 These relationships are viewed not just through religion, but through different linguistic 
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and religious groups. Recalling the history of New Brunswick, it is possible that certain 

outcomes in religion are artifacts of language or historical economic processes. For example, that 

Catholics vote for a certain party may be caused by French and Irish voters preferring a party 

based on economic considerations, with no specific religious connection despite both groups 

sharing a religion. Therefore, the suggestions made in the historical chapter, or counterpoints 

about religion being a non-factor, can be tested on specific groups in specific elections, such as 

the French supporting a particular premier or Anglo-Catholics voting more similarly to Catholics 

and Francophones than English or English Protestants.  

 This all said, more precise analysis of different independent variables and how they 

interact with religion and these different ethnic and religious groupings concludes the work. 

Many different hypotheses have been suggested to explain the federal Catholic vote cleavage. 

Though none have decisively ended the debate, it is important to address them even in a limited 

way. It is possible that some of these theories may explain New Brunswick voting and religion 

better than others. Because these theories relate to federal voting, the different variables will only 

be tested with the federal election results. The variables, gender, age, income, education, and 

religiosity are chosen to best approximate the hypotheses suggested for explaining the vote 

cleavage, as well as relating to more general political science phenomenon. Measures of 

conservative attitudes on social, economic, and Quebec relations, and a measure on media 

exposure are also created from the data and used to map out the Catholic vote cleavage. These 

variables and measures ground the thesis and its findings more firmly in the Catholic vote 

cleavage and political science literature. 

 Despite 2011 seeing the relationship between being Catholic and voting Liberal fading, it 

is unlikely that such a large part of New Brunswick politics and history would disappear. The 
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argument of this thesis is that the data suggests religion is important for New Brunswick 

elections and voting both provincially and federally. Furthermore, both statistically significant 

and less reliable results from the data show a consistent pattern of Catholic support for the 

Liberal Party in New Brunswick across different variables and categories. Whatever cooling may 

have occurred nationally over the period does not spell the end for a Catholic vote cleavage 

religiously influenced voting in New Brunswick. 
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Chapter 2: History 

 2.1 Introduction 

 Understanding the history of a place is important to give context to findings, and to allow 

for the drawing of conclusions. New Brunswick is no exception. The chapter will trace New 

Brunswick’s history from pre-Confederation to modern times with a focus on its European 

population, which brought and holds the religions and languages relevant to this thesis. This 

chapter will document how religion and language shaped New Brunswick politics. In doing so, 

one will better understand why some groups are expected to behave in certain ways, as well as 

give background information for the reader to draw their own conclusions about the data. 

 2.2 Pre-Confederation New Brunswick 

 In many ways, the politics of New Brunswick has not changed much. It was in the past 

parochial, non-ideological (Thorburn, 1961) (Fitzpatrick, 1978). Most residents of the province 

would likely agree with this description if it was applied today and for good reason: in politics 

and other areas, New Brunswick is a place steeped in tradition. The dividing lines of language, 

religion, and ethnicity played and continue to play a large role on the province and its politics. 

What follows is a brief history of the peoples of New Brunswick.  

 The Province began as a hinterland to the much more important and populated Nova 

Scotia. Before the large influx of Loyalists from the American Revolutionary War, the territory of 

New Brunswick was relatively empty with the exception of the Acadians and Aboriginals. Due to 

warfare between France and Britain, control of the territory would pass into British hands which 

would lead to the eventual expulsion of the Acadians in 1755 (Thorburn, 1961). Though in time 

many, if not most of the Acadians would make their way back home. The proportion of French in 

the province has remained stable since then, despite their minority status (Thorburn, 1961). 
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 With the revolution still fresh in the memory of the elites on both sides of the Atlantic, as 

well as the Loyalists escaping from the United States, the founding and management of New 

Brunswick had a distinctly Tory orientation. This was a form of conservatism that rejected 

democratic impulses but embraced a sense of noblesse oblige. When it was founded in 1784, 

these anti-democratic impulses would manifest in its mode of government (Thorburn, 1961). The 

province was run by an executive council and a governor that held the power of the purse. 

Neither had a real connection or obligation to the popularly elected assembly (Aunger, 1981). 

The early history of New Brunswick politics is one of shifting power between the executive and 

the legislature; what was at first executive control shifted slowly into legislative dominance 

(Aunger, 1981).  

 In this initial period of executive dominance, power of the purse came mostly through the 

renting of Crown lands and associated fees, taxes, and tariffs, that came from their usage. At this 

time, the primary concern of the province was the lumber industry. By strategic appointments to 

key positions in and outside of the council, the governor and his close friends and family 

financially controlled New Brunswick. Here as elsewhere in what would become Canada, it was 

known as the Family Compact (Thorburn, 1961). 

  A push for more representation would turn this around and through lobbying in London, 

the Civil List Bill was created in 1837 and gave financial power to the Assembly (Thorburn, 

1961). This meant an era of spending that was more congressional than parliamentary, as 

Assembly committees fought over the same sort of patronage that occurred during the Family 

Compact era though only on a larger scale (Thorburn, 1961). Responsible government would 

come in 1848, but a true executive-legislative structure that one would be familiar with today did 

not happen in practice until 1858, and until that time the Assembly and its committees continued 
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their patronage spending habits and favoritism (Thorburn, 1961). 

2.3 Confederation and its Impact 

 Two struggles animated New Brunswick politics leading into the modern era. First 

Confederation, and second, linguistic and religious battles. Before Confederation, the Maritimes 

was arguably the wealthier partner compared to Upper and Lower Canada. The region, New 

Brunswick included, was largely debt free, boasted the third largest merchant fleet in the world, 

and provided one third of Britain's timber (Martin, 1979). It was the Canadas who went looking 

for Maritime money and political support, as they needed the capital to bailout their failing 

railroad schemes and political support for their deadlocked and floundering governments 

(Martin,1979).  

 The advances of the Canadians on the Charlottetown meetings were not greeted with 

fanfare or interest, despite the large amount of alcohol they brought; the local circus was viewed 

as the more noteworthy event (Martin, 1979). Despite this, the Canadians had one means by 

which to convince the New Brunswickers: a railway. With Saint John being the fourth largest 

city in British North America, and the merchants of the province looking for ways to expand 

their business, a rail network would only be a natural step forward (Statistics Canada, 2010). The 

question became which way the railroads would run. Geography and economics would lead the 

railroad to the United States, where the trade was already flowing. The infrastructure was easy to 

create, and the products would be more easily sold (Martin, 1979). However, the other 

alternative would be a railroad into the interior of the continent to connect the Canadas with New 

Brunswick. This would be more difficult as railways in this direction would be through 

wilderness and to an uncertain market (Martin, 1979).  

 New Brunswick's electorate was first to vote on the issue of Confederation, insofar as the 
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election of 1865 was primarily on the issue (Thorburn, 1961). With the help of those financially 

interested in the American railroad, as well as with anti-Confederation sentiment, the pro-

Confederation candidates were utterly defeated: only three counties elected pro-Confederation 

representatives and all but one cabinet minister who supported Confederation was defeated 

(Thorburn, 1961). It appeared at the time Confederation was dead, however financial troubles 

and the defection of Robert Wilmot and Timothy Anglin, two leaders of the anti-Confederation 

camp, would lead to cracks in the stance against the Canadians (Thorburn, 1961). Ultimately, the 

threat of Irish invaders brought New Brunswick into the Dominion of Canada.  

 Comprised mostly of American Civil War veterans of Irish heritage, the Fenians had a 

plan to ransom or capture British North America in exchange for a free Ireland or resources to 

further their cause. Though the Fenians did not have much success in their endeavours, a chance 

raid on New Brunswick sparked larger anti-Catholic, anti-Irish, and pro-British sentiment. 

Waiting for their arms and supplies, the Fenians, in a bout of drinking and rabblerousing, raised 

their spirits enough to cross over into New Brunswick and “sack” the Indian Island customs 

house (Martin, 1979). A British flag, but thankfully no blood or lives were taken as proof of this 

adolescent deed (Martin, 1979).   

 This event was all that was needed to set the tone of the election. Warships were called 

into Saint John and the militia was mustered; New Brunswick was made to look like it was 

preparing for war (Martin, 1979). Whereas the previous election had been about the issue of 

Confederation, the election of 1866 was about queen and country. The British, desiring a new 

country in British North America, leaned on New Brunswick to join Confederation (Martin, 

1979). With the potential threat of the Fenians, the election also took a sectarian tone: Protestant 

vs. Catholic. Anti-Catholic sentiment was publicly fanned, with a vote against Confederation 
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being nothing less than a vote for the Pope and Roman Church (Martin, 1979). 

 Confederation was framed in terms of loyalty to the Crown and defence of the realm and 

it was on these grounds that it was successful. The victory of the pro-Confederation camp, 

however, was no doubt aided by the amount of money poured into New Brunswick election by 

pro-Confederation elements outside of the province, especially the railroad concern (Bliss, 

2016). The manager of the Grand Trunk railway spent today's equivalent of two million dollars 

through John A. Macdonald to help win against anti-Confederation forces (Bliss, 2016)  Business 

and nation building politics mixed with patriotism worked together to install a pro-confederation 

government. Confederation was accepted in the end with “uncheerful resignation” (Aunger, 

1981).  

 This resignation at national level politics reflected a deteriorating provincial situation. A 

combination of national policy tariffs, freight rates, and technological development stripped New 

Brunswick of much of her industry and economic capability. The province lost roughly 85% of 

its manufacturing establishments in the period 1890-1939 (Thorburn, 1961). The railroads that 

were supposed to link New Brunswick and the Maritimes' ports to the continent turned out to be 

unprofitable; the central Canadians used American harbours more, as well as the Great Lakes and 

the St. Lawrence Seaway (Martin, 1979).  

 Still, an economy, though emaciated, grew up along the railways. In New Brunswick 

attempts at modern factory systems and processing of goods were made. An example of this 

would be the Marysville cotton mill run by Alexander Gibson. High tariffs however forced 

competition to take place inside Canada with little chance at export (Martin, 1979). Ultimately, 

this strangled what little capital was left and devastated industry in the region even further.  

 Coal and goods from Nova Scotia would be passed through and processed in cities and 
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towns like Moncton. A change in the freight rate subsidies would end this trade as well (Martin, 

1979). The railway that New Brunswick had paid so much for in both literal costs and 

opportunity costs did not bring the desired prosperity. As steam and steel replaced wood and sail, 

the capital which may have otherwise been invested into keeping up with advances in naval 

technology was already sunk into the lost cause of the west-east railway, and the region, due 

more to political than economical machinations, was left behind (Martin, 1979). New Brunswick 

never truly recovered from Confederation and the subsequent years of neglect. In an ultimate 

twist of irony, the province and the region, which sacrificed so much to save the politically 

tangled and debt ridden Canadians, is viewed as having always been a backwater and a burden.  

 2.4 The Politics of Compromise 

 Before and after Confederation, one of the bubbling tensions of the province was its 

diverse religious and linguistic background. Electoral politics were largely non-partisan until the 

early 20th century, with the coalitions known only as “government” and “opposition” (Thorburn, 

1961). This did not mean however, that politics itself was devoid of slander and bile. Organizing 

around language, ethnicity, and religion for political purposes was a serious danger; a New 

Brunswick cut across these lines would most likely be home to instability and violence. 

Education was the cause of many conflicts in the province, as instruction was sectarian at the 

time. Over the issue of non-denominational, which is to say Protestant schools, for which the 

Catholics would still pay taxes though not attend, a riot broke out in Caraquet which resulted in 

the deaths of two with an additional two more injured (Aunger, 1981). 

 This event appears to be insignificant due to the few hurt and killed, however the reaction 

of the elites to the riot would have far-reaching consequences for the province. This little 

skirmish deeply terrified the elites on both sides of the issue, and they began to cooperate and 
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negotiate over the issue of religion (Aunger, 1981). Leaders of both religious communities 

negotiated an agreement, over the heads of their constituents, to allow for Catholic religious 

instruction within the framework of non-denominational schools (Aunger, 1981).  

 The risk of its discovery and rejection by the people was real, and when a school-board 

carelessly appointed a Catholic to teach Protestant children, the compromise was discovered by 

the community at large (Aunger, 1981). The grand-master of the Orange Order of New 

Brunswick defeated the incumbent Premier for his seat and the opposition party adopted an anti-

Catholic position for the coming general election (Aunger, 1981). The initial loss was irrelevant, 

as the 1895 election cemented the politics of accommodation and elite control in New 

Brunswick. Premier Blair led an astounding victory of 37 out of 46 seats (Aunger, 1981). A 

consensus formed among the elites of both political and religious camps. Over time, even some 

of the more militant Protestant leaders would be won over too (Aunger, 1981). Despite the allure 

of easy electoral success, the elites did their best to keep issues language and religion out of the 

limelight.   

 2.5 The Anglophones 

  New Brunswick's largest linguistic group traces its prominence to the influx of Loyalists. 

Roughly 13,000 individuals from many walks of life made their way from the United States to 

what would become New Brunswick. These numbers easily made them the majority group 

(Thorburn, 1961). The Loyalists continue to influence New Brunswick; to this day, the province 

and the region display an unusually high attachment to the monarchy, the Crown, and symbols of 

the Empire when compared to other regions (Elkins, 1980). This sense of tradition and duty, 

though certainly mixed with a touch of economic depression, also leads to the region having 

disproportionate amount of service in the military. With roughly only six to seven percent of the 
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total population of Canada, the combined Atlantic region has around twenty percent of the total 

service personnel in the Canadian forces (Jungwee, 2008).  

 The addition of these Loyalists would not only be the impetus to create New Brunswick 

as a political entity separate of Nova Scotia, but they would be followed by further waves of 

British immigration. More individuals from England, Wales, Scotland, and Ireland would follow. 

Much of this had to do with the Napoleonic wars and its impact on British Empire’s trade and 

ship building. With Napoleon, his allies, and his clients controlling most all of continental 

Europe, they imposed a blockade of British goods and trade. While this Continental System as it 

was called ultimately did more harm than good to the French, it did positively affect New 

Brunswick. The Baltic had been the primary source of lumber for the British navy and with this 

region cut off, the British turned to their empire ( McClelland, 1965). After the Loyalists then, 

the main immigration boom to the province was related to this lumber trade. English and Scottish 

lumber barons and merchants would set up in New Brunswick alongside Irish labour to create a 

boom in population and productivity (Spray, 1988).  

 The Irish, despite being Anglophones, were at odds with the rest of the English speaking 

population. As the debacle with the Fenians demonstrated, they carried political baggage of 

empire and oppression at the hands of the British, which made it difficult for them to adopt the 

tory and Protestant outlook of their English and Scottish peers. Many treated New Brunswick as 

a “New Ireland” and fought hard to keep the memory of Ireland and its struggles alive (Spray, 

1988). Others were content to have jobs, mostly as wage labourers under English and Scottish 

managers (Thorburn 1961). The alternative was slow and painful death during the famine. 

 This famine and the Irish migration also brought with it the Catholicism of the Irish. 

While the Catholic religion is shared with the French, the Irish communities were still English 
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speaking; neither the Irish nor the French assimilated or integrated into each other in New 

Brunswick. This left the province with a large group of English speaking Catholics, torn between 

two poles by virtue of both religion and language. While the majority religion of the province 

became Catholicism, the language spoken by most remained English.  

 These groups would make up the last bulk of immigrants the province would receive. 

Since then most persons in New Brunswick are descendants of these immigrants, with very few 

persons migrating there and many leaving for other parts of Canada and the “Boston States” in 

New England. This lack of population and its high age contribute to the province's current 

budgetary and demographic problems. On the other hand, this population is in a sense frozen to a 

dynamic that was more classically Canadian. The English speaking population is decisively 

British and Irish, while the French are just as important to the province in terms of population, its 

history, and politics.  

 2.6 The Francophones 

 The Acadians have an interesting history in their own right. Since their return after the 

deportation, le grand dérangement, they settled and were given land grants in more remote parts 

of the province, their original settlements and lands in southern New Brunswick having been 

taken over by the English (Thorburn, 1961). Besides their linguistic difference from the British 

Isles settlers and inhabitants, they were also religiously different. Many English speakers in the 

province were Protestant, with the exception of the significant Irish-Catholic population 

mentioned earlier. This left the French at odds on two fronts with the establishment of New 

Brunswick; these linguistic and religious disputes would be the roots of political and social 

conflict in the province (Aunger, 1981).  

 Noteworthy, however, is the shared religion between the French and the Irish-Catholics. 
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What would eventually become a point of cooperation was at first a fight for survival for the 

Acadians. Their isolated position in the wilderness and northern reaches of New Brunswick 

meant they had little power economically and politically despite a sizable population (Thorburn, 

1961). Their Catholicism meant they were part of a powerful institution, the Catholic Church, 

but their access was severely limited by Irish control of top clerical positions. As religion was 

intertwined with education in the 1800s and early 1900s, the Acadians were at risk of being 

swallowed into a Catholic, yet English-speaking Irish culture. Far from being conciliatory to a 

people who faced similar troubles as their own, the Irish were quite hostile in using the Catholic 

Church as a tool against the French (Thorburn, 1961). The Irish were ultimately defeated, as a 

successful campaign that reached all the way to Rome and the Pope earned the Acadians a series 

of French speaking Bishops and a guarantee that their language and nation, alongside their faith, 

would be saved (Thorburn, 1961).  

  With this, the Acadians turned their attention to their own prosperity. A large number of 

commercial societies and groups arose, such as La Société Mutuelle L'Assomption and the 

Caisses Populaires Acadiennes; they made it their mission to keep their culture alive through 

mutual assistance and insurance (Aunger, 1981). While these business ventures and credit unions 

flourished, the media did as well with newspapers such as l'Evangeline (Thorburn, 1961). These 

endeavours aimed to be financially successful, but also gave the Acadians a voice as a people, 

bringing them closer together in identity and outlook. With the Church as their base, and Acadian 

civil and business societies growing, more Acadians would earn educations which lead to more 

Acadians becoming prominent in the business and political life of the province (Thorburn 1961). 

These investments would pay off during the 1960s where through the Acadians, the province of 

New Brunswick had its own “Quiet Revolution” (Dyck, 1996). The Acadian people would be 
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able to take advantage of their newspapers, credit unions, and education to politically mobilize, 

and thus modernize much of the province during the premiership of Louis Robichaud from 1960-

1970 (Dyck, 1996). While the Francophones are still generally poorer and live in less developed 

areas of the province, the French have, from their near extinction, carved out for themselves a 

noteworthy economic and political position. 

 2.7 The 20th Century 

 While religious and ethnic divisions are apparent in the history of the province, how they 

manifested electorally in modern times is varied. Until the early 20th century, the cleavage was 

not necessarily a partisan one, as there were no true parties in the modern sense; “government” 

and “opposition” were the labels used (Aunger, 1981). Furthermore, during this time there were 

multi-member districts in which the parties would try to run balanced slates of candidates in 

terms of religion and ethnicity. This is not to say that the populations themselves did not vote 

differently, but that the parties and the attitudes of the elites were perhaps more conciliatory, and 

the cleavage itself while real, was nuanced (Cross & Stewart, 2002) (Fairie, 2013). The Caraquet 

riots and the potential for violent conflict weighed heavily on the province's leadership. 

 Despite attempts at conciliation, the onset of the Great War solidified a noticeable 

partisan divide in the question of language and religion. Anglophones were much more 

supportive of the war effort than Francophones and the Conservatives used the issue as a wedge. 

The Conservatives pressed even harder on ethnic politics, suggesting the more “empty”, a 

euphemism for the Francophone lands of New Brunswick, be settled by returning, mostly 

Anglophone, soldiers (Cross & Stewart, 2002). Just as intrusive against the French and the 

Catholics was an attempt to force once wet counties to become dry ones on the question of liquor 

prohibition (Cross & Stewart, 2002). The Liberals accepted the divide and played to the fears of 
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the Francophones, saying that a Conservative government would drag children from their homes 

and send them to be slaughtered overseas (Cross & Stewart, 2002).  

 This cleavage would be strongest during the period post-Great War to the 1960s, despite 

language never really being an election issue except under the Acadian Peter Veniot. The tension 

reached its peak with Premier Robichaud. The Francophone premier's policies, which in one 

sense were about giving equal access to services and opportunity to the less fortunate, in many 

ways were a wealth transfer from the Anglophones to the Francophones (Fitzpatrick, 1978). 

Fitzpatrick correctly points out that the structures being disassembled and reformed were mostly 

parochial and means of patronage. However, they were also to some a means of political access 

and representation; there is nothing inherently wrong about suspicion towards centralization.  

 Robichaud's primary challenger, Charles Van Horne, was a populist-styled Progressive 

Conservative. Van Horne benefited immensely from distrust and outright hatred of 

Francophones. However, he did not play into hatred of some of those who may have supported 

him. Van Horne's politicking was crucial to getting more Francophones language rights 

supported by the government, as he was the one to introduce a motion recognizing both English 

and French as official languages (Fitzpatrick, 1978). Besides some notable personal attacks on 

Robichaud, including linking his alleged inability to hold liquor to Aboriginal heritage, Van 

Horne never attempted to ignite the passions of the people along linguistic lines (Fitzpatrick, 

1978) (Dyck, 1996). Despite his reputation of demagoguery, wheeling and dealing, and 

populism, he refrained from behaving in the one manner that may have seriously damaged the 

province.  

 Van Horne would be defeated and Robichaud would be able to continue through with his 

programmes of reform; this led to a situation where English and Conservative anger may have 
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boiled over. However when Robichaud was defeated and Progressive Conservative Richard 

Hatfield took over the premiership in 1970, quite the opposite occurred: Hatfield was a defender 

and supporter of the Acadians, and like Van Horne before him he did not play into language and 

ethnic politics. 

 Hatfield's record, however, is mixed. While he ought to be credited with continued 

modernization of New Brunswick's government and civil service, as well as completing many of 

Robichaud's programmes and ameliorating the condition of the French, his terms in office were 

marred by scandal (Dyck, 1996). Hatfield's championing of Acadian rights and their community 

went beyond pragmatism, and he once said that he would rather be just the premier of the 

Acadians (Cross & Stewart, 2002). The Bricklin car and his continued funding and support for 

the industry that was supposed to materialize around its production in New Brunswick would be 

one of his most notable failures (Dyck, 1996). The others being caught with possession of 

marijuana during the Queen's visit, and his alleged cocaine parties with college-aged students 

(Dyck, 1996). Unsurprisingly, when his government collapsed 1987, it fell hard. 

 While Hatfield had done much to win over many Francophones to the Conservatives, the 

party was suffering with its traditional English base (Cross, Stewart, 2002). Of the Anglophones 

who lived in Anglophone counties that claimed to have always voted for the Conservatives and 

had voted for the Conservatives in 1982, only 45 percent planned to vote for the Conservatives 

again (Cross, Stewart, 2002). This demonstrates a huge loss of support of the traditional support 

for the Conservatives, and the void was neatly filled by the Liberals. 

 With the above battlefield, Liberal challenger Frank McKenna won with the strongest 

mandate ever seen in New Brunswick: all 58 seats and 60 percent of the popular vote (Dyck, 

1996). This victory was not simply a reaction to the scandal and failures of the Hatfield 
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government. McKenna heavily emphasized cutting spending, reducing waste, and attacked 

welfare dependence. (Cross, Stewart, 2002) (Dyck, 1996). Despite his Irish Catholic heritage, he 

spoke and governed more like a Lowland Scotch Protestant, going so far as to find the title “CEO 

of New Brunswick” endearing (Desserud, 2015).  

 Less than two years after McKenna’s sweep of the legislature in 1987 came a strange 

phenomenon. Born from the recessions of the 1980s, anger at official bilingualism, and fatigue 

with the main political parties, the Confederations of Regions stormed New Brunswick politics 

(Martin, 1998). Founded in 1983 by Elmer Knutson in Alberta, the party did not break two 

percent popular support out West (Belkhodja, 2002). While the party managed to win seats in the 

Legislature and become Official Opposition during a time of Conservative weakness, its 

successes were short lived due to internal struggles (Martin, 1998). This interesting political 

hiccup demonstrated how, despite decades of accommodation, it was still possible for language 

issues to spill over into the political realm  

 Though the Confederation of Regions did not last long enough to challenge the Liberals, 

McKenna's agenda ran into problems of its own. While he continued to expand service and 

opportunity for the Francophones, relative to other governments he cut back spending (Desserud, 

2015). The alleged aggression cutting of services to balance the budget and control New 

Brunswick's financial situation created opposition. Notable was the protests against the 

reforming of school boards in Saint-Sauveur. The community felt the reforms to the school 

system were removing decision-making and appeal-making power from them, and so they took 

to the streets with barricades of tire, wood, and fire. They were dispersed by tear gas and 

helicopters not far from the Caraquet riots around a hundred years earlier (Desserud, 2015). 

 2.8 Contemporary Elections 
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 This pattern of working with cross-cutting cleavages and playing to the other side in 

leadership selection continued with both parties. Bernard Lord, the elected Progressive 

Conservative successor to the McKenna government, had a French Catholic background 

(O'Handley, 1999). Lord appealed to the more populist Anglophones from the Confederation of 

Regions party with promises of democratic reform, but maintained a level of appeal to the 

Francophone and Catholics due to his heritage (Desserud, 2015). These promises of reform and 

opening up New Brunswick politics combined with the Progressive Conservative’s first direct 

leadership selection gave Lord and the PCs much needed electoral energy after previous setbacks 

(Cross, 2002). After two terms with larger reform nowhere in sight, the Liberal Shawn Graham, 

an Anglophone Protestant, took the helm of the province (Normandin, 1980) (Desserud, 2015). 

Graham became a one-term premier, suggesting a series of unpopular changes, including an 

attempt at downgrading UNB Saint John's status and proposing selling NB Power to Hydro 

Quebec (Desserud, 2015). Still, it was another example of a reversal of traditional party 

expectations and roles, despite specific policies earning distrust and angst. 

 It was in this environment of hostility to the Liberals that David Alward was elected 

Premier in 2010. Alward, an Anglophone Baptist, was, whether intentionally or not, a break from 

the pattern of leadership selection and elite commendation that this thesis has demonstrated 

(O'Handley & Lang, 2005). Alward was another one-term government, still a rarity in New 

Brunswick politics. Next was Brian Gallant, and it was in Brian Gallant's victory in 2014 where 

we see a possible return to linguistic and religious divide. A look at the electoral map shows what 

may be the reappearance of the North-West line dividing French and English, Catholic and 

Protestant; it was a close election and some of the southern Anglo ridings were barely won by the 

Liberals (CBC News, 2014). It would certainly be too soon to conclude that the traditional 
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language divides have completely re-emerged, however in recent years language politics have 

been increasingly divisive in New Brunswick. An example of this would be the Premier viewing 

it necessary to have a Minister of Celtic heritage in light of Anglophone concerns of unfair 

treatment (Blanch, 2016) (Lamrock, 2016).  

 2.9 Conclusion 

With an odd run of one-term premiers, and language politics coming to the fore, New 

Brunswick appears to be in flux. Some changes have been permanent, such as a 

professionalization of the bureaucracy and the equal opportunity programme, and have 

diminished much of the parochial character of the province (Dyck, 1996). Other aspects of the 

province's character have not changed, including the disaffected nature of the province's 

population and its almost perpetual economic struggles and declines (Elkins, Simeon, 1980) 

(Dyck, 1996). Furthermore, the old ways are still visible to those who look hard enough and 

occasionally the veil is lifted on government practices and patronage, such as in paving contracts, 

when the new Liberals were revealed in a leaked memo to have sought Liberal friendly 

companies. (Brown, 2014). A few influential families, such as the McCains and the Irvings, 

dominate the political and economic life of New Brunswick, covertly and overtly. The Irvings 

control all but one of New Brunswick's daily newspapers, and have influence in television and 

their newspapers’ online counterparts, while the McCains have a business empire based around 

the production and processing of potato and food products (Dyck, 1996).  

Through all the change it has undergone, New Brunswick remains rooted in the past 

through its politics and demographics that still make it distinct compared to the rest of Canada. 

This classically Canadian French and English divide all within one province has remained to this 

day. The demographics of New Brunswick, specifically the religion of its inhabitants, will be 
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examined in the following chapter and how it relates to the provincial elections. 
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Chapter 3: Provincial Analysis 

3.1 Introduction 

 Chapter 3 will analyze recent provincial elections. The elections analyzed are those that 

fall close to the Canadian Election Study’s (CES) federal election questions, due to a lack of a 

data-set specifically for the provincial elections. This means that the questions are prospective 

and speculative. First, the results of the CES data for the closest provincial election will be 

presented and analyzed by religion. Then, to expand on this analysis, these results are anchored 

to a nearby provincial election, and observed through the lens of religion and language. It should 

be emphasized that the provincial question and provincial data is a small part of the CES data. 

Having done this, it will be apparent that while religion plays a role in the New Brunswick 

electorate, the relationship is not consistently strong. This thesis suggests that by understanding 

the history of the province in the previous chapter, one can see that a spirit of consociationalism, 

that is disparate groups working together, in the form of elite accommodation, likely affects the 

prospective voting patterns in this chapter. Much like Aunger suggests, this is made easier by the 

cross-cutting cleavage between French-Catholics and Anglo-Catholics. 

 3.2 Clarification of Categories and Terms 

Throughout this thesis, all respondents were those who identified New Brunswick as their 

province of residence. Respondents are sorted into religious and language categories. For 

language, this was done using their response to a question that asked for their language first 

learned and still understood. Those responding English are referred to as English, and those 

answering French are categorized as French. Anglo-Catholic refers to those who both answer 

English as their first language learned and understood, as well as being Catholic of religion. 

 It is necessary to clarify that the term “aggregate” in the text and tables refers to the sum 
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of all responses from 2000-2011. Vote “difference” refers to the difference between a given 

group and the results of all New Brunswickers for that period. 

 For religion, in 2000 the religious question is straightforward, with Catholics and 

Protestants being distinct categories. 2004 and onward however, requires clarification. 

Anglicans, Baptists, Jehovah's Witness, Lutheran, Mormon, Pentecostal/Fundamentalist, 

Presbyterian, Protestant, United Church of Canada, Christian, Christian Reform, Salvation Army, 

and Mennonite, are all considered Protestant. 

 Only those answering the religious question and specifically identifying as Catholic are 

coded as Catholic. Generally, a Christian without specification is usually Protestant. Catholics 

have a cultural identity that would have them know themselves as Catholic in a way Protestants 

would not. Orthodox Christians, whom are distinct from both Catholics and Protestants 

historically, non-Christian religions, and the irreligious are all sorted into the other / none 

category.  

 3.2 Demographics 

 The traditional understanding of New Brunswick politics and elections has been 

expressed by means of a line drawn from Grand Falls in the north-west to Sackville in the 

southeast. Above this line are the primarily French and Catholic parts of Northern New 

Brunswick, along with mixed counties. Below this line are the Anglophone and Protestant 

counties of Southern New Brunswick (Fitzpatrick, 1978). The English-in-language but Catholic-

in-religion Irish population predominantly, but not always, support the Liberal Party. This 

understanding leaves elections as a war between two tribes, with a third tribe having a 

connection to both of the others. There is nuance and variation between elections and within 

individual electoral races, but the above understanding is still helpful.  
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Figure 3.1 French and Catholic Demographics by County 2011 Census 

 

  

 

Figure 3.1 is based on 2011 Government of Canada census data collected at the county 

level of New Brunswick (Statistics Canada, 2011). The counties are divided into demographic 

quarters, with the darkest colours representing over 75 percent, and the lightest representing 

fewer than 25 percent. The left image is the percentage of Francophones per county, and the right 

image the percentage of Catholics per county. One can clearly see here the imaginary line 

described in demographic terms. 

 It is important to not fall for an ecological fallacy. The maps and the proceeding analysis 

are not to suggest that individuals in those areas are all partisans based on religion and language. 

In fact, breaking down results to riding by riding levels shows that many races are close even in 

safer seats. This having been said, one must keep in mind demographics when considering the 

elections. Religion and language are not deterministic of vote, and the geography of the vote is 

not decisive. Nevertheless, acknowledging the patterns is both informative and predictive.  

 In New Brunswick around the second half of the 20th century, an interesting pattern 

occurred demonstrating some of the aforementioned nuance. Right after Robichaud premiership, 

Percentage Francophone Percentage Catholic 

*The darkest colour represents 75% or higher of the given demographic group, while the 
lightest represents fewer than 25% 
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arguably the most pro-Francophone Premier in the province's history, the Progressive 

Conservative Richard Hatfield lead his party to victory, with Anglophones in his camp looking to 

roll back pro-French reforms. Hatfield won, however, not exclusively with Anglophone support, 

but with a solid core of the Acadians as well. He was warm towards the French, and found 

himself musing about his desire to be an Acadian Premier, and spoke highly of them as a people 

(Cross, Stewart, 2002).  

 Hatfield was followed by the Liberal Frank McKenna. Premier McKenna was able to 

secure every single seat in New Brunswick, a spectacular achievement by any measure. 

McKenna, however was from an English speaking, though Catholic background. Not only this, 

but his policy style and leadership had more in common with conservative Baptists then it did 

with Catholic social justice liberalism. He would tell the electorate that “The best social 

programme is a job” and he spoke strongly against welfare spending and a culture of entitlement 

(Dyck, 1996). During his time as Premier, McKenna was able to win support from Protestants 

despite being a Liberal. 

 With a bit more information having been provided on the elections preceding the 

examined period and on demographics, it is now possible to move on to the actual data. It will be 

stressed again that the provincial data does not correlate with actual election years. The CES year 

that most closely corresponds with an election year in New Brunswick is chosen, and the 

question asking which provincial party one would vote for is used. 
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3.3 New Brunswick Provincial Elections and Religion 

Table 3.1 New Brunswick Prospective Provincial Vote by Religion 

NB Prospective Provincial Vote 2000 Protestant Catholic Other / None 

Liberal 36.4 40.5 54.5 

Conservative 54.5 51.4 18.2 

NDP 9.1 8.1 27.3 

Respondents 22 37 11 

    
NB Prospective Provincial Vote 2004 Protestant Catholic Other / None 

Liberal 60 69.2 50 

Conservative 36.7 26.9 25 

NDP 3.3 3.8 25 

Respondents 30 37 11 

    
NB Prospective Provincial Vote 2006 Protestant Catholic Other / None 

Liberal 42.1 85.7 66.7 

Conservative 47.4 14.3 33.3 

NDP 10.5 0 0 

Respondents 19 14 3 

    
NB Prospective Provincial Vote 2008 Protestant Catholic Other / None 

Liberal 38.9 75 66.7 

Conservative 44.4 16.7 33.3 

NDP 16.7 8.3 0 

Respondents 18 24 6 

    
NB Prospective Provincial Vote 2011 Protestant Catholic Other / None 

Liberal 11.8 34.3 13.3 

Conservative 82.4 43.8 60 

NDP 5.9 21.9 26.7 

Respondents 34 32 15 

    
NB Aggregate Prospective Provincial 

Vote 
Protestant Catholic Other / None 

Liberal 36.6 55.6 41 

Conservative 55.3 34.6 38.5 

NDP 8.1 9.8 20.5 

Respondents 123 133 39 

 

  

  

 

*Every election except the aggregate had multiple values below 5 and thus violated test assumptions. 2011 had a value 

of p < 0.05, and the total was significant at p < 0.05. Furthermore, unless otherwise noted, all data is drawn from the 

CES 2000-2011. 
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A glance at the year-by-year results by religion in table 3.1 suggest that there is a 

difference in voting habits by religion in provincial elections. However the results were not 

statistically significant except for 2011, and each year violated the chi-square test assumptions. 

Still, the aggregate of each individual provincial question period from 2000-2011 was significant 

and did not violate the test assumptions.   

Table 3.2 New Brunswick Aggregate Anglo-Catholic Prospective Provincial Vote 

NB Aggregate Prospective Provincial 
Vote 

Protestant Anglo-Catholic Other / None 

Liberal 36.6 55.3 16 

Conservative 55.3 38.3 15 

NDP 8.1 6.4 8 

Respondents 123 47 39 

  

 Table 3.2 shows the voting and religion results with Anglo-Catholics substituted in place 

of Catholics. This is done in an attempt to mitigate the effect of language on the religious 

cleavage. Only the total from each CES data-set added together is calculated due to the limited 

number of cases. Seeing as almost all Francophones are Catholic, one must check to make sure 

the Catholic vote cleavage in favour of the Liberals is not a product of French voting behaviour 

in New Brunswick. If one compares the results of Anglo-Catholics to the aggregate results of 

Catholics in table 3.1 above, one can see that both groups support the Liberals at essentially the 

same level. Anglo-Catholics, however, are more supportive of the Conservatives and less 

supportive of the NDP than Catholics alone. 

 Despite some test assumption violations, both the results for Anglo-Catholics and 

Catholics suggest that religion, outside of language does matter for voting in New Brunswick 

provincial elections. Keeping in mind the results by religion and the sum total of all question 

answers points to a relationship between religion in voting, it is now important to move on to 

* One category, the Anglo-Catholic NDP vote, violated the test assumption as it had 3 cases. Still, the results were 

significant at p < 0.05.  
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individual elections to see if hints of this association or further information can be gleamed from 

each data point. 

 3.4 Provincial Election of 1999 

In this section, and the other provincial election sections, it must be mentioned again that 

the questions from the CES used here for the provincial level were prospective voting, that is 

which party the surveyed would vote for if an election were held that day in the province. 

Because of this, the prospective vote is less precise. However, the given CES data and the 

provincial election years for New Brunswick are not terribly distant and so the results are still 

informative. 

Figure 3.2 Provincial Election Results of 1999 

 

  

The first election that CES data is close enough to make judgments of is the 1999 

provincial election, the results of which are extrapolated in figure 3.2 above with black 

representing the Progressive Conservatives, and grey for the Liberals. The Progressive 

Conservatives earned a victory when they had selected Bernard Lord, a Francophone born in 

Quebec, to lead the traditionally Anglophone and Protestant party (O'Handley, 1995). While he 

was not the first Francophone leader of the Progressive Conservative Party, his success in 

gaining support from both the English, French, and Anglo-Catholic areas of New Brunswick is 

*In this provincial results table as well as the rest, black represents the PCs and grey the Liberals. 
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notable. The electoral map of the election, abstracted here along New Brunswick county lines 

used in the earlier demonstration of the French and Catholic populations of the province, show 

the nature of his victory. It was not only demographically, but electorally impressive, with over 

40 seats to going to the Progressive Conservatives, a large improvement from the previous 

election's position of less than ten (Elections New Brunswick). 

 Table 3.3 New Brunswick Prospective Provincial Vote of 2000 

NB Prospective Provincial Vote 2000 Liberal Conservative  NDP Respondents 

General 41.7 47.2 11.1 72 

Catholic 40.5 51.4 8.1 37 

Protestant 36.4 54.5 9.1 22 

English 43.6 48.7 7.7 39 

French 40.6 46.9 12.5 32 

Anglo-Catholic 44.4 55.6 0 9 

 

 More telling of the success of this strategy in the 1999 election is gleamed from the CES 

data of 2000. Responding to a question asking if a provincial election was held today, whom they 

would vote for, Catholics supported the Conservatives more than they did the Liberal Party. If 

there is any relationship between the voting cleavage at the different levels of government, that 

Catholics would support the Conservatives more than the Liberals when the Liberals are 

supposed to be the party of choice for Catholics is noteworthy. Still this is one election of many, 

with few respondents.  

 That said, the electoral map in figure 3.2 shows the Progressive Conservatives were 

successful in many French and Catholic areas. This adds more weight to the data of the CES 

question, suggesting that the Progressive Conservatives did do well in among the French and the 

Catholics. This is not to suggest that other factors in an election, such as the charisma of the 

party leader or policy, are irrelevant; in 1999 the Liberals were also lead by a Francophone and 

this by itself was unable to secure a victory. What is important is just how counter-intuitive to the 
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traditional understanding of New Brunswick politics the CES responses were on a provincial 

vote question and how the electoral map further supports the CES findings.  

 Of course, this was not just a religious phenomenon. The Progressive Conservatives were 

able to win plurality of prospective from the English and the French according to the 2000 CES 

question on provincial vote intention. Compared with how the French normally vote decisively 

in favour of the Liberals, this ability of the PCs under Lord to court some Francophones would 

have been useful. The Anglo-Catholics, mostly of Irish ancestry, also said they would vote 

majority Conservative in a future election. 

 3.5 Elections of 2003 and 2006 

 Figure 3.3 Provincial Election Results of 2003 and 2006 

                               

 Against Bernard Lord in the provincial general elections of 2003 and 2006 the Liberals 

would run the Anglophone and Anglican Shawn Graham (Normandin, 1980). Graham would run 

two close election campaigns against Bernard Lord, the second one seeing him become Premier. 

Abstracting the results of these elections on county maps shows that Graham did not appear as 

successful in courting the other side. The first election was in 2003 corresponding with the left 

image, the second in 2006 represented by the right image. While just abstractions, these maps are 

much more similar to the north-west line divide in how the vote fell.  

 



 

36 

 

Table 3.4 New Brunswick Prospective Provincial Vote of 2004 and 2006  

NB Prospective Provincial Vote 2004 Liberal Conservative  NDP Respondents 

General 63.3 31.7 5 60 

Catholic 69.2 26.9 3.8 26 

Protestant 60 36.7 3.3 30 

English 58.1 34.9 7 43 

French 75 25 0 16 

Anglo-Catholic 60 30 10 10 

 

NB Prospective Provincial Vote 2006 Liberal Conservative  NDP Respondents 

General 61.1 33.3 5.6 36 

Catholic 85.7 14.3 0 14 

Protestant 42.1 47.4 10.5 19 

English 53.6 39.3 7.1 28 

French 87.5 12.5 0 8 

Anglo-Catholic 83.3 16.7 0 6 

  

Examining the data closest to the 2003 and 2006 provincial elections using the CES data 

from 2004 and 2006 reveals further shifts in voting that are not noticed by the abstracted 

geographical map. Firstly, the Catholics no longer said they would support the Progressive 

Conservatives more than they did the Liberals. Secondly, the Liberals did quite well with the 

Protestants. While it is true that the actual popular vote for each of these elections was within 2% 

between the two major parties, the CES data is still worth considering (Elections New 

Brunswick, 2003) (Elections New Brunswick, 2006). With the popular vote count being close, 

even the slightest shifts in the traditional bases of the major parties would be enough to tip the 

scales. 

 Thus if there is even the slightest truth to the answers respondents gave as shown in table 

3.4 to the provincial vote question in the CES, it would be enough to have made a difference in 

the elections. Specifically, if the Progressive Conservatives did not perform well among 

Protestants or Anglophones, it may explain their overall performance issues. This was 
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investigated by adding results together to compensate for both low number of respondents in the 

2004 and 2006 CES data, but to also get a broader picture of religion and voting in the period.  

 Table 3.5 Combined 2004 and 2006 Prospective Provincial Results 

NB Prospective Provincial Vote 2004-
2006 Combined 

Liberal Conservative  NDP Respondents 

General 62.5 32.3 5.2 96 

Catholic 75 22.5 2.5 40 

Protestant 53.1 40.8 6.1 49 

English 56.3 36.6 7.1 71 

French 79.2 20.8 0 24 

Anglo-Catholic 68.8 25 6.3 16 

 

 While the data from the CES are obviously quite different from the results according to 

Elections New Brunswick, the poor showing among Protestants by the Progressive 

Conservatives is visible. The CES findings for Protestants and English from 2004-2006 show 

consistent under performance when compared to the support the Liberals achieved from the 

Catholics and the French. Much like in the 2000 data where the Progressive Conservatives 

earned a majority of Catholic support, in this data grouping the Liberals win a majority of 

Protestant support, while keeping a super majority of their French and Catholic base. It is worth 

stating again that because the elections in 2003 and 2006 were very close, even if the CES data is 

only noticing what is a slight trend, it would still be enough to make a difference in the two 

elections 
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3.6 Election of 2010  

 Figure 3.4 Provincial Election Results of 2010 

 

 The 2010 general election in New Brunswick was a crushing victory for the Progressive 

Conservatives, pushing the Liberals down to 13 seats, and winning in ridings all over the 

Province (Elections New Brunswick). The popular vote was also much less close than the 

previous elections, with the Conservatives gaining 48% and the Liberals 34% (Elections New 

Brunswick). Figure 3.4 is another county map roughly abstracted along seats won by each party.  

 Table 3.6 New Brunswick Prospective Provincial Vote of 2011 

NB Prospective Provincial Vote 2011 Liberal Conservative  NDP Respondents 

General 21 63 16 81 

Catholic 34.4 43.8 21.9 32 

Protestant 11.8 82.4 5.9 34 

English 19.3 68.4 12.3 57 

French 23.8 47.6 28.6 21 

Anglo-Catholic 41.7 50 8.3 12 

 

 The closest CES data to the New Brunswick 2010 general election is the 2011 survey. 

The 2008 survey data is next closest. The results of the CES data buttress the general election 

results: the PCs did well all around and with groups historically disinclined to them. Except for a 

notably smaller percentage of the Catholic vote, the Progressive Conservatives appeared to 
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duplicate their 2000 CES survey results corresponding with the 1999 election. Perhaps most 

importantly, in the 2011 data the Progressive Conservatives did very strongly with their bases in 

the Protestant and English vote. Much like in 1999, overwhelming support from their bases as 

well as decent support from outsiders may explain the huge victory in 2011.  

Table 3.7 New Brunswick Prospective Provincial Vote of 2008 

  

The 2008 data, though farther from the election of 2010, is still interesting. The Liberals 

appeared to still be popular at this time, receiving plurality of future support from all measured 

groups except for the Protestants. Something changed between the question being asked in 2008 

and 2011. Though it changed with all groups, differences between groups can still be noted. 

Compared to the 2011 results Protestants were still warmer to the Conservatives and even when 

Catholics gave plurality support to the Progressive Conservatives in 2011 it was not to the same 

degree as the English, Protestants, or general public. This holds true even considering Anglo-

Catholics. 

3.7 Election of 2014  

 The most recent provincial election of 2014 unfortunately falls outside the time-period of 

this study's CES data. However, it is possible to make some deductions from the results seen so 

far. The election in 2010 was very close as far as seat totals were concerned, with five races 

decided by fewer than 100 votes (CBC News, 2014). However, the popular vote was not as close 

as in the 2003 and 2006 provincial elections (Elections New Brunswick). It may be that the 

NB Prospective Provincial Vote 2008 Liberal Conservative  NDP Respondents 

General 55.3 32.9 11.8 76 

Catholic 75 16.7 8.3 24 

Protestant 38.9 44.4 16.7 18 

English 51.6 35.5 12.9 31 

French 81.3 12.5 6.3 16 

Anglo-Catholic 60 30 10 10 
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Liberals did better in urban areas with higher population density or that in some of the areas the 

Liberals won, they won handily. 

Figure 3.4 Provincial Election Results of 2014 

 

 A map from Elections New Brunswick, abstracted into figure 3.4 is shown above (2014). 

With some exceptions, the seats won by each of the parties generally correspond with where 

Catholics and French reside. David Alward, a Baptist Anglophone for the Conservatives, was 

challenged by Brian Gallant, a French Catholic lawyer from Moncton. This is the first time in the 

period covered by the thesis that neither major party’s leader cut into to the other side's 

constituencies. Though it is speculation, so far it appears that such action of choosing a leader 

from the other party's camp was associated with a lessening in voting cleavages. While it is true 

that David Alward did well with all groups in his first election, it could be argued that this was a 

product of Shawn Graham's lack of popularity as mentioned in the chapter on provincial history.  

 Soon after the victory of Brian Gallant, language has become a hot button issue again. 

With issues ranging from bussing to the firing of security guards (Letterick, 2016). That the 

Premier took the extraordinarily unusual move to create a post for Celtic culture and heritage 

may be an attempt to diffuse the situation (Blanch, 2016). Since then he has also given talks 

directly addressing the controversy surrounding language politics in the province (CBC News, 

2015). While there is no survey data or questions to refer to regarding specific New Brunswick 
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attitudes during or after the 2014 election, if even the Premier is admitting there is a rise in 

language tensions there is likely some political turmoil occurring.  

3.8 Analysis of Provincial Elections 

Table 3.8 Aggregate New Brunswick Prospective Provincial Vote 

NB Aggregate Prospective Provincial 
Vote 

Liberal Conservative  NDP Respondents 

General 45.9 43.4 10.8 325 

Catholic 55.6 34.6 9.8 133 

Protestant 36.6 55.3 8.1 123 

English 42.4 48 9.6 198 

French 53.8 34.4 11.8 93 

Anglo-Catholic 55.3 38.3 6.4 47 

 

A an examination of the elections from 1999-2014 using the 2000-2011 CES data shows 

evidence suggesting that not only is there a resurgence of language politics in New Brunswick 

but that religion still matters in voting. One's religious affiliation makes a noticeable difference in 

party support, with Catholics and Protestants lining up behind the Liberals and Conservatives 

respectively. Table 3.8 is the sum total voting habit for each group of voters. The results align 

themselves according to the traditional understanding of New Brunswick provincial politics with 

divides by both language and religion. That Anglo-Catholics habits are closer to Catholics than 

those of the English suggests religion matters on its own. However, these aggregate findings are 

tempered by specific elections where one party is able to do well with the other party's base.  

 It would be a mammoth task to try to untangle how scandal, policy, leadership, and 

popularity, alongside religion, all interact with a party's electoral success. However, because 

religion still matters, it is possible that the religion of the party leader and their cabinet could 

have some electoral payoff. The primary example of this is Bernard Lord who did well with 

Catholics, French, and Anglo-Catholics despite being a Progressive Conservative.  
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Table 3.9 New Brunswick Catholic Prospective Provincial Vote Difference 

NB Catholic Prospective Provincial Vote 
Difference 

Liberal Conservative  NDP Respondents 

2000 -1.2 4.2 -3 37 

2004 5.8 -4.8 -1.2 26 

2006 24.6 -19 -5.6 14 

2008 19.7 -16.2 -3.5 24 

2011 13.4 -19.2 5.9 32 

Total 9.7 -8.8 -1 133 

  

Looking at all the provincial vote data one has from the CES, it is clear that in New 

Brunswick's provincial elections religion mattered. Catholics voted in noticeably different ways. 

The total effect, shown in table 3.9 by subtracting from Catholic vote preference the general vote 

preference to obtain the Catholic vote difference, demonstrates a ten percent preference 

difference for the Liberals and a nine percent disposition against the Progressive Conservatives. 

In any given individual election, this varied but was generally present. Noteworthy is that after 

Bernard Lord was no longer the leader of the Progressive Conservatives, the Liberal party was 

getting a double digit boost in Catholic support, and the Catholics were disposed against the 

Conservatives by double-digits compared to the average voter.  

  While the CES data does not align perfectly with the election years in New Brunswick, 

one can still see patterns and intentions of voting that separate Catholics from the general public. 

It also should be stressed that even in elections where Catholics voted more for the Progressive 

Conservatives than the Liberals in absolute numbers, relative to other groups they were still more 

Liberal.  

 The two strongest years for the Conservatives winning declared Catholic support were 

the two years surveyed closest to Bernard Lord. In addition, 2000, the year closest to Bernard 
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Lord's first government, is the only year where Catholics said they would vote more for the 

Conservatives than Protestants would in a future election. Those are also the only years where 

they are close to the public in stated preference for the Liberals. Every other year the Catholics 

say they would vote for the Conservatives less and the Liberals more, by double-digit percentage 

points.  

 A final important check on this matter is the question of language. Perhaps even more so 

than federally, language politics can play a big role in provincial elections in New Brunswick. 

Where federally language may not always show up on the radar, it is daily issue among many 

New Brunswickers. Because most all French who are religious are Catholic, language, and 

religion should not be confused otherwise one might attribute a linguistic divide to religion. 

 Table 3.10 New Brunswick Anglo-Catholic Prospective Provincial Vote Difference 

NB Anglo-Catholic Prospective Provincial 
Vote Difference 

Liberal Conservative  NDP Respondents 

2000 2.7 8.4 -11.1 9 

2004 -3.3 -1.7 5 10 

2006 22.2 -16.6 -5.6 6 

2008 4.7 -2.9 -1.8 10 

2011 20.7 -13 -7.7 12 

Total 9.4 -5.1 -4.4 47 

 

 While there are fewer respondents, the findings presented in table 3.10 are still 

promising. Generally, Anglo-Catholics prefer the Liberals with more fluctuation than Catholics 

as a whole. The sum total of this vote percentage difference is 9.4, very close to the overall 

Catholic result of 9.7. History, anecdote, and data give good reason to assert that religious voting 

is not an artifact of language in New Brunswick. These findings strengthen qualitative assertions 

surrounding crosscutting cleavages of religion and language being an important factor of New 

Brunswick history and politics (Aunger, 1981). 
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3.9 Conclusion 

The provincial election analysis concluded, the thesis will move on to looking at the 

federal elections. The results of the provincial data suggested that religion did matter, but the 

extent to which was less clear due to issues of sample size and test assumption violations. It is 

possible that the parochial nature of politics means that religion will be more of a factor in 

provincial voting. It is also possible that attempts either conscious or unconscious to control 

religion and language issues at the provincial level compared to the federal level will make 

religion more of a factor in federal elections. Regardless, it is federal voting with which the bulk 

of the Catholic vote cleavage literature concerns itself and the next chapter will duly devote itself 

with that topic in New Brunswick. 
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Chapter 4: Federal Analysis 

4.1 Introduction 

 This chapter examines the federal elections from 2000-2011 in New Brunswick with a 

religious lens. First, simple religious categories are examined and aggregated to get a sense of 

whether there is anything ongoing of significance. Having acknowledged statistically significant 

results, the chapter proceeds with an election-by-election survey, breaking down results into 

different groups in an attempt to identify any patterns that developed during the period of study. 

Finally, the section concludes with an examination of how differently Catholics voted, and 

suggests that not only does religion influence the electorate, but also that there is evidence of a 

slight left-of-centre ideological preference among Catholic voters that remained even as Liberal 

support cooled.  

 4.2 Background Assumptions 

 Arguably, the defining feature of the 2000-2011 federal elections in the Maritimes, New 

Brunswick included, is the merger of the Progressive Conservatives and the Alliance to create the 

new Conservative Party. The Progressive Conservatives were stronger in the Maritimes, and 

weaker farther out West. There is a variety of reasons for this, which in itself would be another 

study. To understand the Alliance/Progressive Conservative divide and how it relates to the 

Maritimes one should think of conservatism as a disposition instead of an ideology. When 

someone speaks of a conservative, they generally mean someone favouring free markets and a 

limited role for the state, or someone that believes in traditional controls on social behaviour. 

While there are conservatives in the right-wing sense in the Maritimes and New Brunswick, 

conservatism there is likely a matter of disposition as opposed to ideology. 

 A conservative disposition is one suspicious of change. This can be for good reason, as 
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not all change is good, and speedy innovation may lead to terribly fast and efficient mistakes. A 

conservative in the USSR would have been a communist while a conservative in Scandinavia 

today would lean towards social democracy, and a conservative in Thatcher's United Kingdom 

would be a neoliberal. For some, change has meant good things, increasing wealth and new 

opportunities. For many in New Brunswick, change is generally negative. “Change” means 

mines in the north shutting down, fish stocks depleting, youth moving away never to return, and 

a decay and decline, certainly in relative terms, compared to the almost mythical pre-

Confederation golden age touched upon earlier. 

 If change is viewed as negative, then a conservative disposition makes sense: one does 

not want change, as it is likely things will change for the worse. Understanding conservatism as 

disposition helps explain why parties like the New Democrats and the Alliance did not do as well 

in the East compared to elsewhere in Canada. Both social democrats and neoliberals support far 

more deviation from the norm than the centrists seen in the Liberal and Progressive Conservative 

parties. Thus, the more right-wing solutions of the Alliance calling for less benefits, less 

employment insurance, and less help for seniors, not only fail to align with the reality of many in 

New Brunswick, but are also calls for change which the population may be disposed against. 

This sort of understanding may help in partly explaining the NDP's lack of success in what is an 

otherwise economically depressed area that some argue could benefit from more government 

intervention.  
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4.3 New Brunswick Federal Elections and Religion 

Table 4.1 New Brunswick Federal Vote by Religion 

NB Federal Vote 2000 Protestant Catholic Other / None 

Liberal 21.7 65.7 40 

Conservative 60.9 (13) 22.9 (8.6) 60 (26.7) 

NDP 17.4 11.4 0 

Respondents 23 35 15 

    
NB Federal Vote 2004 Protestant Catholic Other / None 

Liberal 46.4 70.4 100 

Conservative 46.4 14.8 0 

NDP 7.1 14.8 0 

Respondents 28 27 5 

    
NB Federal Vote 2006 Protestant Catholic Other / None 

Liberal 40 50 66.7 

Conservative 55 21.4 0 

NDP 5 28.6 33.3 

Respondents 20 14 3 

    
NB Federal Vote 2008 Protestant Catholic Other / None 

Liberal 33.3 55.9 14.3 

Conservative 22.2 29.4 28.6 

NDP 44.4 14.7 57.1 

Respondents 18 34 7 

    
NB Federal Vote 2011 Protestant Catholic Other / None 

Liberal 8.8 28.1 21.4 

Conservative 73.5 31.2 64.3 

NDP 17.6 40.6 14.3 

Respondents 34 32 14 

    
NB Aggregate Federal Vote Protestant Catholic Other / None 

Liberal 28.5 54.2 38.6 

Conservative 48.8 21.1 50 

NDP 22.8 24.7 11.4 

Respondents 123 142 44 

 

 

 

**Each election except 2006 and 2008 was significant at p < 0.05, the chi-square value for 2006 was 0.108, 
and 2008 had 0.061. The aggregate vote by religion was significant at p < 0.01 Every election except the 

aggregate had multiple values lower than 5 total cases, and thus violated chi-square test assumptions. 

*Parenthesis by Conservative results in the year 2000 in any table are the Alliance vote percentage 

throughout this thesis. 
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While the individual election results violate chi-square test assumptions, the aggregate 

result does not. The aggregate federal vote result by religion is statistically significant, and 

suggests that from 2000-2011 religion affected vote choice. Looking back over the year-by-year 

results, one can see even in 2011, the worst showing of the Catholics for the Liberal Party, 

Catholics were still more Liberal than the non-religious and Protestants. There likely remains a 

Catholic federal vote cleavage in New Brunswick even if it may have weakened since 2000. 

 Table 4.2 New Brunswick Aggregate Anglo-Catholic Federal Vote 

NB Aggregate Federal Vote Protestant Anglo-Catholic Other / None 

Liberal 28.5 46.6 17 

Conservative 48.8 29.3 22 

NDP 22.8 24.1 5 

Respondents 123 58 44 

  

 

As a check against the theory that the religious cleavage is heavily influenced by the 

connection between the French language and the Catholic religion, the responses of all Anglo-

Catholics over the 2000-2011 federal election period were put together and compared to 

Protestants. Using English speaking Catholics as a control variable in table 4.2 to substitute 

Catholics alone was fruitful. While Anglo-Catholics were slightly less Liberal and slightly more 

Conservative than Catholics alone, there was still a preference for the Liberal Party. That the 

results were also statistically significant suggests that language alone cannot explain the Catholic 

federal vote cleavage in New Brunswick.  

 If one also compares the results shown in table 4.1 and 4.2 with the data in the previous 

chapter, the findings advance a conclusion that religion mattered more during the period of 

roughly 2000-2011 in terms of the vote federally than provincially. This is assumed because 

there were more statistically significant results federally than provincially. While the data is not 

*The results with Anglo-Catholics substituted for Catholics were significant at p < 0.01 
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conclusive, the historical narrative and provincial election results in these years suggest there 

was more religious and linguistic accommodation in party leader choice that may have lessened 

the cleavage. That said, Blais argued convincingly that the religion of the leader and the local 

candidate did not have a large impact on the Catholic vote cleavage federally (2005). It is 

possible however, that the provincial situation is different. The results here suggest a study into 

how much the religion of a candidate and party leader matters on the provincial level for New 

Brunswick in contrast to the federal level of elections. 

 4.4 Federal Election of 2000 

 According to the Elections Canada synopsis of the 2000 election, New Brunswickers 

voted 41.7% Liberal, 30.5% Progressive Conservative, 15.7% Alliance, and 11.7% New 

Democratic Party (Elections Canada, 2000). The findings from the CES are 47% Liberal, 28% 

PC, 13% Alliance, and 10% NDP. With the exception of Liberal over-representation, the reported 

vote from the CES is close to the actual result, with 6 seats for the Liberals, 3 for the PCs and 1 

for the NDP. One can see that the results of the Alliance and the NDP are similar, and this lends 

some weight to the argument presented in the previous section. Presented below, left to right are 

the abstracted maps of New Brunswick by quarters of Francophones then Catholics, both 

according to the 2011 census data. Followed by those is an abstracted 2000 federal election result 

map. In the federal election results, black represents the Conservatives, grey the Liberals, and 

white the NDP. 
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Figure 4.1 French and Catholic Demographics by County 2011 Census 

 

 

Figure 4.2 Federal Election Results of 2000  

                                      

  

 As in the provincial analysis section, one should be cautioned not to commit an 

ecological fallacy; there are many conservative individuals in French and Catholic areas, as well 

as Liberals in English ridings. This said, one can see with these results that the Liberals generally 

did better in areas with more Francophones and more Catholics. The then Progressive 

Conservatives were limited to the largely Anglophone and Protestant south. The above 

conclusions are also aided by the CES data question on how New Brunswickers said they voted, 

Percentage Francophone Percentage Catholic 
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shown in table 4.3. Note the percentage given for the Conservative vote in 2000 is the total of the 

Progressive Conservative and Alliance vote, with the number in parenthesis representing the 

Alliance vote. 

 Table 4.3 New Brunswick Federal Vote of 2000 

  

In 2000 Catholic respondents reported the following votes: 65% Liberal, 14% PC, 8% 

Alliance, and 11% NDP. This was from a small total of 35 Catholic respondents. Catholics 

favouring the Liberal party is apparent in the 2000 election results of New Brunswick. This 

aligns with the findings of Blais et al. (2002) for the 2000 federal election results: outside of 

Quebec, 54% of Catholics voted for the Liberal Party. As expected, in 2000 the Catholics remain 

strongly Liberal.  

 4.5 Federal Election of 2004 

 Table 4.4 New Brunswick Federal Vote of 2004 

  

The results from Elections Canada for 2004 in New Brunswick were 7 seats for the 

Liberal Party with 44.6% of the vote, 2 seats for the Conservative Party with 31.1% of the vote, 

and 1 seat for the New Democratic Party with 20.6% of the vote (Elections Canada, 2004). 

NB Federal Vote 2004 Liberal Conservative NDP Respondents

General 61.7 28.3 10 60

Catholic 70.4 14.8 14.8 27

Protestant 46.4 46.4 7.1 28

English 56.5 34.8 8.7 46

French 75 8.3 16.7 12

Anglo-Catholic 61.5 23.1 15.4 13

NB Federal Vote 2000 Liberal Conservative NDP Respondents

General 47.3 41.9 (13.5) 10.8 74

Catholic 65.7 22.9 (8.6) 11.4 35

Protestant 21.7 60.8 (13.0) 17.4 23

English 33.3 55.6 (20) 11.1 45

French 69 20.6  (3.4) 10.3 29

Anglo-Catholic 50 40 (30) 10 10
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Notable is the recovery of the NDP vote. According to the CES data for New Brunswick, the 

results were 61.7% Liberal, 28% Conservative, and 10% NDP out of a total of 61 respondents. 

For whatever reason there appears to be over-representation of the Liberals again, much like the 

2000 data. As well, there is a fairly large under-representation of the NDP vote. The 

Conservatives were not able to capture the potential combined PC/Alliance vote totals from 

2000. This may point to fears or concerns about the Alliance's dominance in the new party 

compared to the preferred Progressive Conservative party among New Brunswickers. 

 Figure 4.3 Federal Election Results of 2004 

                                              

 The abstracted electoral map by county in figure 4.3 does not show much change from 

2000. The Liberals managed to add Saint John. There are a few things notable about this. First, 

Saint John is the most Catholic of the Anglophone areas, according to the 2011 census data. It 

would make sense that a crack in Anglophone voting would be seen in Saint John. Furthermore, 

the loss of the riding coincided with the decision not to seek re-election by Elsie Wayne, an 

incredibly popular local politician (CBC News, 2016).   

 With 27 respondents representing the Catholic vote in the CES data, the Liberals earned 

70%, the Conservatives received 14.8%, and the NDP also received 14.8%. While the Liberal 

vote is similar percentage wise to 2000 (70%), the Conservatives failed to pick up both the total 

PC and Alliance vote potential from the previous election. There is no indication at this time that 
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Catholics in New Brunswick are shying away from the Liberal Party.  

 Though Elections Canada data pointed to modest shifts in the vote, the CES survey for 

New Brunswick saw a shift away from the newly formed Conservatives and towards the 

Liberals. Interestingly, this results in a smaller difference between Catholics and the general 

public in vote preference. The shift in the general vote may be due to more Protestant and 

English support for the Liberals as table 4.4 suggests.  

 4.6 Federal Election of 2006 

 In the 2006 federal election for New Brunswick, the Liberals earned 6 seats with 39.2% 

of the vote, the Conservatives won 3 seats with 35.7% of the vote, and the NDP 1 seat with 

21.9% of the vote (Elections Canada, 2006). The results from the CES data on New Brunswick 

are 45% for the Liberals, 37% for the Conservatives, and 16% for the NDP out of 37 

respondents. The under-representation of the NDP in the survey data continues, with 2000 being 

the only year that was close to the actual results in the NDP vote. 2006 is likely to be the year 

with the most issues in small sample size, likely due to either turn out issues and a quick election 

after the previous one creating survey logistics issues, so the following results should not be seen 

as overly indicative 

 Figure 4.4 Federal Election Results of 2006 
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 Figure 4.4 is an abstraction of the electoral map for that year. With the exception of Saint 

John, the most Catholic Anglophone riding, we can see that Conservative progress is 

concentrated in the south. The NDP remain confined to their northeast stronghold. Looking at the 

vote by groups shows a cooling in Catholic support for the Liberals, but a difference in Catholic 

voting is still there. The Conservatives still struggle to consolidate the English and the Protestant 

vote. 

 Table 4.5 New Brunswick Federal Vote of 2006 

  

While the Catholics still support the Liberals by far, the support did drop to sub-60% 

levels. Gidengil et al. (2012) argue that the sponsorship scandal had a large impact on Catholic 

confidence in the Liberal Party. It would make sense that their decline begins around 2006 when 

the scandal had played its course.   

 One can see that despite a cooling in their support for the Liberals, Catholics are not 

flocking to the Conservative in their federal vote preference. Furthermore, the Catholic vote is 

increasingly warming up to the New Democratic Party. Limited respondents may make one 

skeptical of this trend but two things should be noted. First, a rise in NDP support was noticed in 

2004 as well. Secondly, the disproportionate preference for the NDP is seen in each of the 

Catholic groups, that is Catholics, French, and Anglo-Catholics. Even if the vote is, or ends up 

shifting away from the Liberals, it appears that cleavage in voting by religion remains.  

 

NB Federal Vote 2006 Liberal Conservative NDP Respondents

General 45.9 37.8 16.2 37

Catholic 50 21.4 28.6 14

Protestant 40 55 5 20

English 43.3 43.3 13.3 30

French 57.1 14.3 28.6 7

Anglo-Catholic 42.8 28.6 28.6 7
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4.7 Federal Election of 2008 

 The official Elections Canada results (2008) give the Liberals 32.5% of the vote with 

three seats. The Conservatives managed 39% of the vote and 6 seats. The NDP brought in 21.9% 

with just one seat. The results from the survey with 85 respondents are 39.1% Liberal, 34.5% 

Conservative, and 24.1% NDP. Interestingly the NDP over-performed in the survey compared to 

the actual results. This is different from the previous elections. Despite this the NDP were still 

limited to one seat in the north. 

 Figure 4.5 Federal Election Results of 2008 

 

 The ridings that were not picked up by the Conservatives were among the most 

Francophone and Catholic ridings. Beausejour, Madawaska-Restigouche, and Moncton-

Riverview-Dieppe remained Liberal, with the NDP still holding Acadie-Bathurst. Though the 

CES results are off, another decline in the Liberal vote is tracked. The NDP are doing well across 

the board, including significant inroads with the English and Protestants. 

 Table 4.6 New Brunswick Federal Vote 2008  

NB Federal Vote 2008 Liberal Conservative NDP Respondents

General 40 35.3 24.7 85

Catholic 55.9 14.7 29.4 34

Protestant 33.3 44.4 22.2 18

English 44.4 30.5 25 36

French 45.5 22.7 31.8 22

Anglo-Catholic 64.3 14.3 21.4 14
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 In table 4.6 the Conservatives lost some ground in 2008 with the Liberals regaining some 

of the vote among Catholics. The NDP remained roughly where it was before among Catholics, 

but they are the party of second choice after the Liberals. NDP support among Catholics appears 

to have doubled in New Brunswick over just a few years. Going from 11.4% in 2000 to 29.4% in 

2008 is no small feat. What is important is whether or not Catholics are any more or less 

susceptible to the “Orange Crush” phenomenon that struck by 2011, and along what lines these 

changes occur.  

 4.8 Federal Election of 2011 

 Elections Canada's posted results for 2011 in New Brunswick had the Conservatives 

gaining 43.8% support, the Liberals managing 22.6%, and the NDP earning 29.8%. The results 

from the Canadian Election Study give the Conservatives 55.6%, the Liberals 18.5% and the 

NDP 29.8% with slightly fewer respondents than 2008 at 81. What is most off is the over-

representation of the Conservatives. 43% is quite different from the majority the CES 

respondents gave the Conservatives. There were slightly fewer respondents than in 2008, with 81 

compared to 85. There are more respondents in 2011 than there were in 2000.  

  

Figure 4.6 Federal Election Results of 2011 
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2011 was without a doubt the Conservative's best performance. They were able to pull 

plurality support in even heavily Francophone and Catholic areas. A quick analysis of these 

Francophone and Catholic areas is necessary. The Conservatives came out on top of a very close 

race in Moncton, in which the Liberals and the NDP each won over 30% of the vote (Elections 

Canada, 2011). Up north in Madawaska, Bernard Valcourt made fair gains that cannot be written 

off as a vote split. It is possible that the personal popularity of Valcourt, a former Francophone 

leader of the provincial Progressive Conservatives, played a role. (Elections Canada, 2011). 

 Table 4.7 New Brunswick Federal Vote 2011 

 

The NDP gains stalled in the survey data, the Conservatives continued their climb, and 

the Liberals collapsed. In table 4.7 shows this is the first time the Catholics did not give a 

majority support to the Liberals; both the Conservatives and the NDP gained from this. At 

40.6%, the NDP became the party of choice for Catholics in 2011. Technically the Conservatives 

increased their vote share the most, from 14% to 31%. That the Liberals went from 55% to 28% 

is noteworthy, that they were beaten by the Conservatives in the Catholic vote is also a 

milestone. What appeared to be a slight decline suddenly turns into a huge loss. The Liberals' 27 

point drop in Catholic support is also similar to the 21.5% drop in general support from 2008.  

  

 

 

NB Federal Vote 2011 Liberal Conservative NDP Respondents

General 18.5 55.6 25.9 81

Catholic 28.1 31.3 40.6 32

Protestant 8.8 73.5 17.6 34

English 13.6 62.7 23.7 59

French 31.6 31.6 36.8 19

Anglo-Catholic 14.3 32.9 32.9 14
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4.9 Concluding Analysis of the Year-by-Year Results 

 Table 4.8 New Brunswick Aggregate Federal Vote 

NB Aggregate Federal Vote Liberal Conservative  NDP Respondents 

General 40.9 40.7 18.4 337 

Catholic 54.2 21.1 24.6 142 

Protestant 28.4 57.7 13.8 123 

English 36.1 47.2 16.6 216 

French 55 22.4 22.4 89 

Anglo-Catholic 46.5 29.3 24.1 58 

  

  

The federal vote plays out in an expected manner with religious and linguistic groups 

behaving according to their traditional partisan roles. Of note to the thesis is that there is a 

difference between Catholics and everyone else, as well as Anglo-Catholics and English 

speakers. Religion appears to matter in the total results even when attempting to account for 

language. Recalling the aggregate vote results from the provincial chapter, it seems that the 

federal vote is more polarized along religious and linguistic lines than the provincial vote. The 

PCs are able to do much better than the federal Conservatives among the Catholics, Anglo-

Catholics, and French. The Liberals did better among English and Protestants at the provincial 

level as well. 

 Further extrapolation on the differences between all of the groupings presented here at the 

federal level with their provincial level choices is both outside the scope of the thesis and the 

strength of the data due to the number of cases. It is possible that the larger federal cleavages in 

these groups is a result of the early years measured in the provincial chapter where the vote was 

less polarized. That in itself however, would be worthy of further investigation in another work 

or by more data gathering.  
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Table 4.9 New Brunswick Federal Catholic Vote Difference 

Catholic Federal Vote Difference NB Liberal Conservative NDP Respondents 

2000 18.4 -19 0.6 35 

2004 8.7 -13.5 4.8 27 

2006 4.1 -16.4 12.4 14 

2008 15.9 -20.6 4.7 34 

2011 9.6 -24.3 14.7 32 

Total 13.3 -19.6 6.2 142 

 

 From 2000-2011, there is fluctuation in Catholic support for Liberals. From a low of 4.1 

percentage points difference in 2006, unsurprisingly at the height of the sponsorship scandal, to a 

high of 18.4 percentage point difference just six years previously in 2000. Though there was 

movement, it is hard to say for New Brunswick that the Catholic vote cleavage for the Liberals 

disappeared federally as it did elsewhere by 2011. The average Catholic vote difference in table 

4.9 for the whole period was 13.3 points in favour of the Liberals, and even in the last year, 2011, 

it was 9.6 points. The Liberal party was getting a substantial boost from Catholic voters 

throughout the period of study, and at the very least the Conservatives were getting the cold 

shoulder. An average deficit of 19 percentage points from Catholic voters is nothing to scoff at.  

 Table 4.10 New Brunswick Federal Anglo-Catholic Vote Difference 

 

 As insurance, looking at the voting habits for Anglo-Catholics as a control variable is 

important. There were far fewer Anglo-Catholic respondents, even compared with the already 

small totals being worked with in the Province. This makes the year-by-year difference very hard 

to work with. The average of the total results is only 5.6 points in favour of the Liberals.   

NB Anglo-Catholic Federal Vote Difference Liberal Conservative NDP Respondents

2000 2.7 -1.9 -0.8 10

2004 -0.2 -5.2 5.4 13

2006 -3.1 -9.2 12.4 7

2008 24.3 -21 -3.3 14

2011 -4.2 -22.7 7 14

Total 5.6 -11.4 5.7 58
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 Still, there is something to be gleamed from the results. Anglo-Catholics consistently 

were less Conservative by large margins. Being 11.4 points less likely to vote for the 

Conservative on average is something worth looking into, and 5.6, while not as large as the 

Catholic vote difference alone, is still a difference that cannot be explained by language. The 

years in which the Anglo-Catholics were voting less for the Liberals were also the years they 

were voting more for the NDP than average. These anti-Conservative trends and a warmth to 

either the Liberals and the NDP, combined with the total Anglo-Catholic federal vote being 

statistically significant, suggest some sort of voting pattern that is outside of statistical chance 

and the influence of language alone. 

4.10 Final Thoughts on the Provincial and Federal Data 

 It is safe to say that religion still had some impact on Catholics in New Brunswick federal 

elections, and it is not entirely an artifact of language. Religion as a whole is still relevant in 

structuring the federal vote of the province. 

 Relating this all to the “Orange Crush” in 2011, one can see some more religious 

cleavage dynamics in the vote. While the NDP improved along many lines and with multiple 

groups, there were still religious dynamics to its vote. Firstly, it is notable just how much the 

NDP increased their support among Catholics. From 2000-2011 Catholic support for the NDP 

goes from 11 to 40 percent. The aggregate vote difference shows both Catholics and Anglo-

Catholics a 5 to 6 percentage point edge for the NDP compared to the public at large. For the 

Anglo-Catholics this aggregate preference was almost identical in number to their Liberal 

preference. These findings, combined with Catholics' general preference for Liberals, and 

distaste for the Conservatives in New Brunswick in the federal elections suggests that 

Catholicism in the province plays some role in a more left-of-centre political outlook. This is not 
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very surprising of a finding, as Protestants tend to be more right-of-centre. What is notable is that 

this persists and is observable into the 21st century, some time since sectarian politics has faded 

from memory.  

 Combining the more general religion and voting analysis at the start of the chapter, with 

the more detailed, though less statistically significant election level results of the preceding 

section, a coherent picture of New Brunswick federal election results emerge. This story is one 

where religion as a variable is significant. While the fluctuations of individual elections are more 

difficult to track, the broad picture remains of an electorate with voting cleavages by faith.  

 Religion is relevant federally much like the provincial elections, though provincially 

speaking the results were slightly less statistically significant. While the historical chapter 

suggests that this is in part due to efforts of New Brunswick elites to downplay religious and 

linguistic cleavages, the reason for this difference in significance is outside the scope of this 

thesis and the data available, and is best left to another investigation. Such differences in 

religious based voting at different levels of government, offer an interesting avenue for further 

research. 

 Whatever might or might not be found by other works, at both levels of voting religion 

cannot be discounted as a characteristic of the electorate, and Catholics continue to prefer the 

Liberals over the Conservatives. What remains to be seen, and will be addressed in the rest of 

this thesis, is whether or not this Catholic vote cleavage can  be better explained by other 

variables, such as income, education, or gender.   
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Chapter 5: Demographics 

 5.1 Introduction 

This chapter will introduce gender, age, income, and education as control variables. By 

doing this, the goal is to discover whether the Catholic vote cleavage is explained more clearly or 

softened by demographic factors outside of religion. The labour of this chapter is not done under 

the impression that the cleavage question will be solved in this thesis. The goal is to both add to 

the general understanding of the question but also discover any context that may be unique to 

New Brunswick. It is possible these variables interact with religion differently in New 

Brunswick than the rest of Canada. 

 5.2 Background for the Data Analysis 

 While religion still matters in New Brunswick elections and there is likely still a Catholic 

vote cleavage, there remains another matter to address. A contentious point of the Catholic vote 

cleavage is whether it is the result of some other variable or factor. It is possible for instance, that 

Catholics are disproportionately in a certain income bracket or educational situation that already 

votes Liberal and thus the connection is spurious. It is important to address these connections by 

use of the most appropriate as possible control variables. What follows is an analysis of these 

potential contours of the Catholic vote cleavage, to determine if an understanding of New 

Brunswick's religious voting situation is enhanced through these hypotheses.   

 5.3 Gender 

 This section uses the CES data to investigate whether voting differences exist by gender 

within religion, and specifically how voting and gender may interact differently within 

Catholicism, and between Catholicism and the general public. While it is very likely that gender 

by itself is a statistically significant variable, it may be possible that within a religious group 
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there is less or more gender difference compared to the public. With this in mind, the section 

explores gender as a control variable and how it interacts with religion and the federal vote from 

2000-2011.  

 Differences between men and women are important to examine. Not only are party 

support and voting different between men and women, but religious identification and religiosity 

are generally different between men and women (O'Neill, 2008). One must make sure to have a 

grasp on this dynamic in a religious analysis. Gender can be an important independent variable 

concerning vote choice. For instance, the Alliance did not fare as well with women and men tend 

to favour policies such as free trade and other right-wing positions (Gidengil, 1995). 

Furthermore, there are gender differences concerning religion; women tend to have higher levels 

of religiosity and religious observance (O'Neill, 2008). Because of this, it important to note if 

gender has an impact on the Catholic religion and its voting trends. The variables used here were 

very straightforward. Each CES asks respondents their gender and offers male or female as 

responses. These responses were used in conjunction with how individuals claimed to have voted 

while responding to the post-election survey.  

Table 5.1 New Brunswick Catholic and Federal Vote by Gender 

 

NB Aggregate Catholic Federal Vote by Gender Female Male 

Liberal 54.7 53.6 

Conservative 14 32.1 

NDP 31 14.3 

Respondents 86 56 

  

NB Aggregate Federal Vote by Gender Female Male 

Liberal 44.9 36 

Conservative 32.6 50.7 

NDP 22.5 13.3 

Respondents 187 150 
 

  

   

   

*The Catholic vote by gender was significant at 0.009 with no chi-square test assumption violations. This is slightly less significant than the 

overall federal vote by gender, which had a value of 0.002. 
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The gender analysis was statistically significant for both the electorate at large and 

Catholics, though slightly less so for Catholics. Table 5.1 shows that while the male Catholics 

prefer the Conservatives more and the NDP less than the female Catholics the men are still 

Liberal. This support pattern in the aggregate  vote is almost mirrored between the genders, as by 

percentage Catholic men and women essentially flip their Conservative and NDP support. As for 

the Liberal vote cleavage, there is hardly a difference in the total Liberal support by gender from 

Catholics; religion matters even within gender as far as the Liberal vote cleavage is concerned. 

  Table 5.2 New Brunswick Catholic Vote Difference by Gender 

NB Catholic Federal Vote Difference by Gender Female Male 

Liberal 9.8 17.6 

Conservative -18.6 -18.6 

NDP 8.5 1 

Respondents 86 56 

  

Looking at the vote difference, that is the difference between overall Catholic vote and 

overall general New Brunswick vote, it appears that there is a difference between Catholics and 

the public by gender. Table 5.2 demonstrates that Catholic men are far more Liberal than men at 

large, and Catholic women are fairly more Liberal and NDP than women at large. Both Catholic 

men and women are, somewhat surprisingly, equally disposed against the Conservatives. Though 

there are meaningful differences between men and women within Catholicism, there remain 

differences between Catholic men and women when comparing them to the public. 
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 Table 5.3 New Brunswick Catholic Vote by Gender and Year 

 

 

There is some change occurring on a year-by-year basis in table 53. For women, the story 

of each individual election is that of a group cooling in their support of Liberals, and warming up 

to the NDP. While the Conservatives do see a bump from women in 2011, that is the only year it 

occus. In the year-by-year results, the real winners of the female Catholic vote were the NDP 

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Gender 2000 Female Male

Liberal 73.3 60

Conservative 13.3 30 (15)

NDP 13.3 10

Respondents 15 20

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Gender 2004 Female Male

Liberal 77.8 55.6

Conservative 5.6 33.3

NDP 16.7 11.1

Respondents 18 9

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Gender 2006 Female Male

Liberal 60 25

Conservative 0 75

NDP 40 0

Respondents 10 4

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Gender 2008 Female Male

Liberal 47.6 69.2

Conservative 9.5 23.1

NDP 42.9 7.7

Respondents 21 13

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Gender 2011 Female Male

Liberal 27.3 30

Conservative 31.8 30

NDP 40.9 40

Respondents 22 10

*Only 2004, 2006, and 2008 were statistically significant at p <0.01. Each individual year violated the 5 case assumption of the chi-square 

test. 
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compared to the sudden nature of the Conservative increase. Women were still supportive of the 

Liberals compared to the Conservatives, but when the Catholic female vote collapsed, it seems 

that the NDP may have gained the most. 

 For men, it was different. Until the very last measured election, 2011, the male Catholic 

vote was supportive of the Liberal Party. It ended up sorting itself in a similar manner to the 

female Catholic vote by 2011. There is no obvious answer in the data as to why the men's vote 

over time seemed stickier to the Liberals, especially when Catholic women initially supported 

the Liberals more than the men did. It is possible that the men are more right-leaning and so 

travelling from the Liberals to the NDP is a farther ideological “distance” than the women, 

whose starting position was more left-wing.  

 While the above suggestion is speculative, what is clear is that gender structures the 

overall federal vote in New Brunswick and the Catholic vote. The gender disparities between 

Catholic men and Catholic women are still different from the gender voting gaps in the public. 

For this thesis, what is significant here is that gender differences remain between Catholics and 

everyone else, as well as within the Catholic religion. Gender does not subsume religion, even as 

gender significantly structures the vote, and within gender, religion is still important.  

 5.4 Age 

 Age is another category of interest to the Catholic vote question. According to Gidengil et 

al. there was a clear age gradient to the countrywide decline in Liberal support among Catholics 

(2012). “In 2000, 55 percent of Catholics aged 18 to 34 voted Liberal; by 2008 that figured had 

slumped to a mere 16 percent. Fully 50 per cent of young Catholic voters voted Conservative in 

2008, and another 28 per cent voted NDP.” (Gidengil et all, 2012). Age then, would be a useful 

category to examine in the New Brunswick context, as it was significant countrywide. Because 
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New Brunswick is an older province, there may be different age dynamics at play. Gaps in age 

and support may point to a sort of cohort effect or the inability of religious institutions to 

reproduce their values or ethos in younger generations.  

 Each of the surveys asks respondents what year they were born. The age of the 

respondents was calculated by subtracting their year of birth from the year of the survey. The age 

categories used here were divided to parallel the categories used in Dominance and Decline.  

 Table 5.4 New Brunswick Catholic and Federal Vote by Age 

NB Aggregate Catholic Federal Vote by Age 18-34 35-55 56 and over 

Liberal 66.6 51.4 53.5 

Conservative 27.7 19.1 21.4 

NDP 5.5 29.4 25 

Respondents 18 68 56 

 

 

Table 5.3 shows no significant relationship between age and voting, with age being less 

statistically significant for Catholics than the aggregate for the New Brunswick population. 

Regardless, a glance at the results shows a few things of note. The Catholic vote is majority 

Liberal across all age categories with their strongest performance in the youngest category. This 

runs contrary to expectations of some sort of generation shift in Catholic voting or at least a shift 

in the younger generations. While this is also the category with the strongest performance of the 

Conservatives, there were only 18 total respondents so further elaboration would be unhelpful. 

Across all age groups, Catholics are less Conservative and more Liberal. The low statistical 

significance and failure to see any striking patterns suggests that age does not strongly shape the 

NB Aggregate Federal Vote by Age 18-34 35-55 56 and over 

Liberal 40.9 42.1 39.7 

Conservative 45.4 34.6 45.2 

NDP 13.6 23.1 15 

Respondents 44 147 146 

*Neither the federal vote nor the Catholic vote by age was statistically significant in New Brunswick. 
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Catholic vote.  

Table 5.5 New Brunswick Catholic Vote Difference by Age 

 

 The vote difference between the previous results more clearly emphasizes the 

Conservatives poverty of votes among Catholics in all age categories. There is no Conservative 

age category holdout for them; all groupings are giving Liberals more support. Even in the 

weakest category for the Liberals, the 35-55 age group, the Liberals are just shy of double-digit 

percentage point support. The cleavage remains even by age and there appears to be no clear 

cohort or generational contour to the Catholic vote.   

 Table 5.6 New Brunswick Catholic Vote by Age and Year  

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Age 2000 18-34 35-55 56 and over 

Liberal 33.3 60 85.7 

Conservative 66.7 (16.6) 13.3 (13.3) 14.3 

NDP 0 26.7 0 

Respondents 6 15 14 

    

    

    
NB Catholic Federal Vote by Age 2004 18-34 35-55 56 and over 

Liberal 83.3 58.3 77.8 

Conservative 0 25 11.1 

NDP 16.7 16.7 11.1 

Respondents 6 12 9 

    

    
NB Catholic Federal Vote by Age 2006 18-34 35-55 56 and over 

Liberal 100 60 37.5 

Conservative 0 0 37.5 

NDP 0 40 25 

Respondents 1 5 8 

NB Catholic Federal Vote Difference by Age 18-34 35-55 56 and over 

Liberal 25.7 9.3 13.8 

Conservative -19.7 -15.5 -23.8 

NDP -8.1 6.3 10 

Respondents 18 68 56 
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NB Catholic Federal Vote by Age 2008 18-34 35-55 56 and over 

Liberal 100 56.5 44.4 

Conservative 0 13 22.2 

NDP 0 30.4 33.3 

Respondents 2 23 9 

    

    
NB Catholic Federal Vote by Age 2011 18-34 35-55 56 and over 

Liberal 66.7 23.1 25 

Conservative 33.3 38.5 25 

NDP 0 38.5 50 

Respondents 3 13 16 

 

 

 Seeing as the aggregate results were not significant and violated the case assumptions of 

the chi-square test, there is no strong platform from which to comment too thoroughly on the 

year-by-year results. 2001 was the only year that was statistically significant, and as a year it 

seems to most strongly accord with the hypothesis that younger Catholics are more Conservative 

than older Catholics. It is also the year with the most respondents. 

 While the results of the age analysis lend the conclusion that age does not matter much 

for the Catholic vote, 2001 should give the slightest pause. With more respondents or a more 

thorough analysis, it may be possible that the age connection could be fleshed out properly. That 

said, there does not seem to be as much going on with age compared to gender and it will likely 

be that the non-gender demographic variables will be just as insignificant. 

 5.5 Income 

 One of the potential explanations of the religious cleavage is class. It may be the case, for 

instance, that due to history and circumstance, Catholics, especially in New Brunswick, are 

poorer and thus are attracted to more left-wing parties. Work in this area was lead primarily by 

*Only 2001 was statistically significant at p < 0.05 and all years violated case assumptions. 
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Johnston (1991) and followed up by Bélanger and Eagles (2006) suggesting that a higher 

geographic concentration of Catholics has the effect of muting other cleavages, primarily class. 

While the data in this analysis is not sufficient to perform the same analysis as others, it is still 

important to consider income and class. If in 2011 we see the disappearance of the Catholic-

Liberal vote cleavage, then it would be interesting to see a pattern such as class voting took its 

place not just among Catholics, but also with other voters in the province. 

 Income was found by making income groups from both the income category question and 

the exact income questions added together in each of the surveys. The categories from 2011 are 

used as this made it easiest to fold it all together. The only difference is that higher income is a 

combination of both the 90-109k and 110k or more income groups. This was done for reasons of 

sample size in each category. 

 As discussed earlier in the thesis, the elites in New Brunswick have a history of working 

separately from the ethnic and religious populations that they come from. Though income does 

not necessarily line up with elite status, it will be interesting to see if the higher-income New 

Brunswickers vote differently. 

 Table 5.7 New Brunswick Catholic and Federal Vote by Income 

NB Aggregate Catholic Federal 
Vote by Income 

Lower Income 
Lower Middle-

Income 
Upper Middle-

Income 
Higher Income 

Liberal 68 45.5 58.6 48.5 

Conservative 8 25 17.2 30.3 

NDP 24 29.5 24.1 21.2 

Respondents 25 44 29 33 

     
NB Aggregate Federal Vote by 

Income 
Lower Income 

Lower Middle-
Income 

Upper Middle-
Income 

Higher Income 

Liberal 55 33 41.1 38.4 

Conservative 28.3 48 39.7 42.5 

NDP 16.7 19 19.2 19.2 

Respondents 60 100 73 73 

 
*Neither values were significant. The Catholic Federal Vote by Income had a value of p < 0.40, a far less significant result than 

the NB Federal Vote Income’s p < 0.21 
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 Income turned out to be a poor indicator of the federal vote in New Brunswick as well as 

the Catholic vote. The Liberals were the majority or plurality choice for each level of income 

among Catholics. While it does seem as if the high income Catholics were more Conservative, 

there was not a steady increase with income and Conservative votes. The lack of significance and 

clear pattern of voting among the NB population does not give any hints towards what may be 

occurring with the Catholics. 

 Table 5.8 New Brunswick Catholic Vote Difference by Income 

NB Catholic Federal Vote 
Difference by Income 

Lower Income 
Lower Middle 

Income 
Upper Middle 

Income 
Higher Income 

Liberal 13 12.5 17.5 10.1 

Conservative -20.3 -23 -22.5 -12.2 

NDP 7.3 10.5 4.9 2 

Respondents 25 44 29 33 

  

Looking at the vote difference makes it clearer that Catholics favour the Liberals almost 

equally except at the highest level of income. The Liberal Party sees a boost from their sway 

over the Catholic vote at all measured levels of income in New Brunswick using the CES.  
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Table 5.9 New Brunswick Catholic Vote by Income and Year 

 

 

 There is no obvious income pattern to supporters in the year-by-year changes shown in 

table 5.8, 2011 does see a decreased difference between the parties and their support at different 

income levels but there are respondent number issues. All this said, Catholics, even by income, 

are still quite Liberal, and certainly not Conservative. As for a suggested pattern of elites being 

more similar to each other than their religious peers, there may be some evidence for it. Because 

the highest-income level Catholics are the most Conservative and the least Liberal, even if not by 

much, the idea may be worthy of further research. Furthermore, seeing as income was a poor 

indicator of vote, New Brunswick may be a good place to look for more evidence on the issue of 

religion muting class cleavages. 

  

 

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Income 2000 Lower Income Lower Middle Income Upper Middle Income Higher Income

Liberal 100 53.8 71.4 33.3

Conservative 0 38.5(15.4) 14.3(14.3) 33.3

NDP 0 7.7 14.3 33.3

Respondents 9 13 7 3

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Income 2004 Lower Income Lower Middle Income Upper Middle Income Higher Income

Liberal 75 66.7 57.1 75

Conservative 0 16.7 28.6 25

NDP 25 16.7 14.3 0

Respondents 8 6 7 4

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Income 2006 Lower Income Lower Middle Income Upper Middle Income Higher Income

Liberal 50 0 33.3 60

Conservative 0 50 33.3 20

NDP 50 50 33.3 20

Respondents 2 2 3 5

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Income 2008 Lower Income Lower Middle Income Upper Middle Income Higher Income

Liberal 50 45.5 66.7 54.5

Conservative 0 18.2 0 27.3

NDP 50 36.4 33.3 18.2

Respondents 2 11 9 11

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Income 2011 Lower Income Lower Middle Income Upper Middle Income Higher Income

Liberal 0 33.3 33.3 30

Conservative 50 16.7 33.3 40

NDP 50 50 33.3 40

Respondents 4 12 3 10

*Each year violated case assumptions, and the only year of statistical significance was 2000, at p < 0.01.It is hard to draw too 

much from that one year alone. 
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5.6 Education 

 Recent papers have shown information affects how Catholics vote. Mendelsohn and 

Nadeau (1997) demonstrated that the more Catholics were exposed to media, the more the 

cleavage closed between Catholics and Protestants. Bittner also found that information had 

different effects on Catholic attitudes on a variety of issues such as abortion and same-sex 

marriage (2007).  

Education is one means of assessing potential exposure to information. Each CES had a 

question asking about educational attainment. For the sake of simplicity, and not to spread a 

small number of respondents over many categories, all responses that were greater than high 

school were folded into one category. The other two categories are used as they appear in the 

surveys.  

 Table 5.10 New Brunswick Catholic and Federal Vote by Education 

NB Aggregate Catholic Federal Vote by 
Education 

Less than High School High School 
More than High 

School 

Liberal 61.5 51.7 53.5 

Conservative 15.4 20.7 23.3 

NDP 23.1 27.6 23.3 

Respondents 26 29 86 

    

NB Aggregate Federal Vote by Education  Less than High School High School 
More than High 

School 

Liberal 52 40.5 40.7 

Conservative 34 46.8 37.3 

NDP 14 12.7 22 

Respondents 50 79 177 

 

  

 What stands out for both the Catholic and the New Brunswick aggregate vote values by 

education in table 5.9 is how little variation there is across categories. The difference between 

less than high school education and more than high school education is not that much in terms of 

*Education had an interesting result. The significance for all New Brunswickers was p < 0.18, which while not 

significant, is very different from the total Catholic value, which was p < 0.9. 
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vote choice. This is reinforced by just how close the Catholic result was to the expected values 

on the chi-square test. Either education is truly not a good indicator of information and is a poor 

variable choice to represent this, or education has incredibly little impact on the Catholic vote in 

New Brunswick. If the latter is the case, this could be an interesting finding. 

Table 5.11 New Brunswick Catholic Vote Difference by Education 

NB Catholic Federal Vote Difference by 
Education 

Less than High School High School 
More than High 

School 

Liberal 9.5 11.2 12.8 

Conservative -18.6 -26.1 -14 

NDP 9.1 14.9 1.3 

Respondents 26 29 86 

  

 Though the results are not significant, it is unlikely random chance that has Catholics at 

all levels of education having a bias against voting Conservative. Beyond that, Catholics by 

education seem to have similar attitudes towards the Liberals and the NDP compared to the 

public at large. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

75 

 

Table 5.12 New Brunswick Catholic Vote by Education and Year 

 

 

The most noticeable pattern in the vote by education occurring over the election years is 

the disalignment of the more than high school vote category. What was a safe Liberal 

demographic began giving ground to the New Democratic Party, and by 2011 the Conservatives 

and NDP were tied for their votes. 2011 also happens to be the year were the results were farthest 

from the expected distribution, but they still did not reach traditional benchmarks of statistical 

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Education 2000 Less than High School High School More than High School

Liberal 78.6 55.6 58.3

Conservative 21.4 (7.1) 22.2 (11.1) 25 (8.3)

NDP 0 22.2 16.7

Respondents 14 9 12

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Education 2004 Less than High School High School More than High School

Liberal 75 60 72.2

Conservative 25 40 5.6

NDP 0 0 22.2

Respondents 4 5 18

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Education 2006 Less than High School High School More than High School

Liberal 100 33.3 50

Conservative 0 33.3 20

NDP 0 33.3 30

Respondents 1 3 10

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Education 2008 Less than High School High School More than High School

Liberal 33.3 57.1 60.9

Conservative 33.3 14.3 13

NDP 33.3 28.6 26.1

Respondents 3 7 23

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Education 2011 Less than High School High School More than High School

Liberal 0 40 30.4

Conservative 0 40 34.8

NDP 100 20 34.8

Respondents 4 5 23

*No years were significant and each year violated case assumptions of the chi-square test. 
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significance. Beyond this, the results are too few in number and too scattered to make 

observations. 

 5.7 Conclusions 

 What was most striking about the demographic factors is, with the exception of gender, 

how little they mattered to the vote, and how they generally had even less of an impact on the 

Catholic vote. The Catholic cleavage is still strong in New Brunswick and likely made more of a 

difference in electoral results than variables that the average individual may think matters more, 

such as income or education.  

 Even when Catholic preference for the Liberal Party is small compared to respondents in 

all of New Brunswick, Catholics continue to demonstrate distaste for the Conservatives. This can 

be seen through the vote differences. Education, income, and age do not apparently mitigate this, 

and as New Brunswick has a high proportion of Catholics, this fact would represent a serious 

obstacle to electoral victory going into the future if the vote cleavage continues. What is left is to 

examine are more ideological and attitudinal variables and how they may affect the Catholic vote 

cleavage.  
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Chapter 6: Attitudes and Behaviours 

 6.1 Introduction 

 Chapter 6 will focus on the independent variables centring on specific attitudes of 

Catholics, and behaviors such as media consumption or their level of faith. First, the chapter 

discusses attitudes in New Brunswick from multiple groups towards social and economic issues, 

as well as towards Quebec using a conservatism measure. Then, the chapter concludes with an 

analysis of media exposure and self-professed religiosity among Catholics, and how this relates 

to their vote choices. 

 6.2 Measures of Conservatism 

 Some suggest that perhaps there is a Catholic ethos; that is Catholics either think 

differently than the rest of the Canadian population or view Canada in a different matter, such as 

being less British and more Catholic (Blais, 2005). If this is the case, then different attitudes 

towards political or social issues related to Catholicism may influence how Catholics vote. To 

this end, measuring social and economic conservatism along with feelings towards Quebec and 

its potential change over time might explain a change in the Catholic vote. Perhaps different 

groups of Catholics such as the young or the wealthy react differently over time or have 

paradigm shifts.  

 Stewart and Sayers (2015) used measures of economic and social conservatism to 

determine the mean political views of party members compared to the mean Canadian view over 

the same elections in the 2000s on which this thesis centres. This measure used attitudinal 

questions asked over the period of study's worth of Canadian Election Studies. As this measure 

was able to depict real differences in attitudes between the average Canadian and the average 

party identifier in attitudes, it is more than apt to investigate if there are differences of 
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significance within Catholic voters over the period of study.  

 6.3 Social Conservatism 

 The social conservatism measure was created by combining four different questions 

asked relatively consistently during the 2000-2011 CES period. The questions were whether 

more women should stay at home, whether gay marriage is appropriate, if abortion should be 

allowed, and whether tougher sentences should be meted on youth offenders. Answering that 

society would be better if more women stayed at home, voicing a disapproval of gay marriage, 

believing in more restrictions on abortion, and promoting tougher sentences for youth offenders 

earned a coding of 1. Other answers resulted in a zero. Adding these together and dividing by the 

respondents creates a mean social conservatism score, with 1 being most conservative, and 0 

being the least conservative.  

Table 6.1 New Brunswick Social Conservative Measure  

 

 

 

 

 

The aggregate result in table 6.1, that is the average of each mean, align fairly well with 

expectations: Protestants and English are above the New Brunswick mean and Catholics, French, 

and Anglo-Catholics are below. While the absolute difference between the mean scores is not 

that large, it is noteworthy that after the 2000 results this sort of pattern of Protestants and 

English being more conservative was apparent in a year-by-year analysis found in table 6.2. 

There is reason to believe in New Brunswick that Catholics in a small sense are different in 

Aggregate Social Conservatism Mean Respondents 

Protestant 0.4913 121 

English 0.4418 197 

NB 0.4354 323 

French 0.4213 86 

Catholic 0.3946 126 

Anglo-Catholic 0.3785 46 
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social outlooks and a traditional New Brunswick politics hierarchy of Protestant-English-Right, 

Catholic-French-Left, is still sound.  

 

 

 

 

Table 6.2 New Brunswick Social Conservatism Measure by Year 

Social Conservatism 2000  Mean Respondent 

French 0.5625 32 

Catholic 0.5208 36 

NB 0.4971 86 

Anglo-Catholic 0.4722 8 

Protestant 0.4583 30 

English 0.4575 53 

   
Social Conservatism 2004 Mean Respondent 

Protestant 0.5405 37 

English 0.476 52 

NB 0.4596 68 

French 0.4167 15 

Anglo-Catholic 0.3846 13 

Catholic 0.3839 28 

   
Social Conservatism 2006 Mean Respondent 

Protestant 0.5238 21 

English 0.4516 31 

NB 0.4342 38 

French 0.3571 7 

Catholic 0.3571 14 

Anglo-Catholic 0.3571 7 

   
Social Conservatism 2008 Mean Respondent 

Protestant 0.4896 24 

English 0.4333 45 

Anglo-Catholic 0.4286 14 

NB 0.3932 110 

Catholic 0.3782 39 

French 0.3704 27 
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Social Conservatism 2011 Mean Respondent 

Protestant 0.4444 9 

French 0.4 5 

NB 0.3929 21 

English 0.3906 16 

Catholic 0.3333 9 

Anglo-Catholic 0.25 4 

 

6.4 Economic Conservatism 

 Economic conservatism was measured using responses to the following questions in the 

Canadian Election Study from 2000-2011: If you cannot get ahead in life you should blame 

yourself, everyone benefits when business makes money, if you cannot find work where you live 

you should move, and trade with the United States has created more jobs than it has cost. 

Agreement with these statements in whole or in part earned a score of 1. Disagreement was 

coded as 0. Once again, the results were added together to create a mean economic conservatism 

value ranging from 1 at the most conservative to 0, the least conservative. 

Table 6.3 New Brunswick Economic Conservatism Measure 

Aggregate Economic Conservatism Mean Respondents 

Protestant 0.5978 126 

NB 0.5864 344 

English 0.5859 209 

Anglo-Catholic 0.5644 46 

Catholic 0.5599 134 

French 0.5498 91 

  

The aggregate result reflects the traditional understanding of New Brunswick politics. 

Protestants are the most economically Conservative, with French and Catholics the least. The 

English and the Anglo-Catholics are still close together, but Anglo-Catholics are slightly closer 

to Catholics and French in economic outlook than they are to the New Brunswick mean or the 

English. This suggests religion matters independent of language. The yearly results in table 6.4 
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are a bit more scattered than the social conservatism measure. 2000 and 2006 are notable in this 

regard with French near the top, being more economically conservative. 

 A further interesting dynamic is comparing the range of means from the social 

conservatism measure to the economic conservatism measure. In the social measure, there is a 

0.12 point difference between the most and least socially conservative in the aggregate data. The 

range is only 0.05 for economic conservatism measure. This shows a larger variety of views on 

social issues and a greater consensus on economic issues. If Catholicism drives a more left-

leaning ethos, which was suggested in the conclusion of chapter 4 based on party choice, then in 

New Brunswick these views do not seem to manifest as strongly on economic issues. Regardless 

of the source of this difference and its implications, this dynamic represents an opportunity for 

further research. 

 Table 6.4 New Brunswick Economic Conservatism Measure by Year 

Economic Conservatism 2000 Mean Respondents 

Protestant 0.629 31 

French 0.6286 35 

Catholic 0.6159 41 

NB 0.5995 93 

English 0.5893 56 

Anglo-Catholic 0.575 10 

   
Economic Conservatism 2004 Mean Respondents 

Protestant 0.5577 39 

NB 0.54 75 

English 0.5357 56 

Catholic 0.5323 31 

French 0.5313 16 

Anglo-Catholic 0.5 13 

   
Economic Conservatism 2006 Mean Respondents 

French 0.6429 7 

Catholic 0.6429 14 

Anglo-Catholic 0.6429 7 

NB 0.6098 41 

English 0.6029 34 

Protestant 0.5978 23 
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6.5 Attitudes towards Quebec 

 The Quebec measure followed two questions through 2000 to 2011. These questions 

asked how one felt about Quebec and whether or not the government should do more for 

Quebec. A less-warm attitude towards Quebec and believing less should be done for the province 

was coded as 1, with the opposite responses coded as 0. Means closer to 1 represent disliking 

Quebec and or wishing to do less for the province, while results closer to 0 represent a more 

conciliatory attitude towards Quebec.  

Table 6.5 New Brunswick Quebec Attitudes Measure 

 

 

 

 

 

The results in this category are intriguing. Anglo-Catholics were the least supportive of 

Quebec and a special place for it in Canada; they were the most conservative on these issues. 

Economic Conservatism 2008 Mean Respondents 

NB 0.5532 108 

English 0.5427 41 

Anglo-Catholic 0.5417 12 

Protestant 0.5227 22 

Catholic 0.4808 39 

French 0.4464 28 

   

   
Economic Conservatism 2011 Mean Respondents 

Protestant 0.6818 11 

English 0.6591 22 

NB 0.6296 27 

Anglo-Catholic 0.5625 4 

Catholic 0.5278 9 

French 0.5 5 

Aggregate Quebec Measure Mean Respondents 

Anglo-Catholic 0.5132 64 

English 0.5103 261 

Protestant 0.4965 151 

NB 0.4908 421 

Catholic 0.4628 172 

French 0.4169 112 
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Though there were fewer respondents in the Anglo-Catholic category than any other, their mean 

was almost identical to the English mean, which was in turn close to the Protestant mean. Below 

the NB mean were Catholics and French generally, who were much more supportive of Quebec. 

Year-by-year results were a bit scattered, but the French tended towards the bottom and Anglo-

Catholics and English towards the top.   

 It would seem on the issue of Quebec, which is implicitly a language issue, the Anglo-

Catholics are more Anglo than Catholic. This is interesting, as a suggested Catholic ethos in the 

literature includes seeing Canada as less British and Protestant and more French and Catholic 

(Blais, 2005). Anglo-Catholics were more like French and Catholics on social and economic 

beliefs, but on this issue, there was a noticeable difference. This may have parallels in the history 

of the province. Chapter 2 noted how despite both being Catholic, the Irish were indifferent to 

hostile towards French attempts at gaining representation for their language and people inside the 

Catholic Church. Both religion and language matter, but in this case language trumps religion.  

  

Table 6.6 New Brunswick Quebec Attitudes Measure by Year 

Quebec Measure 2000 Mean Respondents 

English 0.5085 59 

NB 0.4897 97 

French 0.473 37 

Protestant 0.4688 32 

Catholic 0.4674 46 

Anglo-Catholic 0.4615 13 

   
Quebec Measure 2004 Mean Respondents 

Anglo-Catholic 0.6154 13 

Protestant 0.5937 32 

English 0.5882 51 

NB 0.5606 66 

Catholic 0.5357 28 

French 0.4583 12 
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Quebec Measure 2006 Mean Respondents 

Anglo-Catholic 0.5714 7 

Catholic 0.5667 15 

French 0.5625 8 

NB 0.4878 41 

English 0.4697 33 

Protestant 0.4348 23 

   
Quebec Measure 2008 Mean Respondents 

Anglo-Catholic 0.5357 14 

English 0.5208 48 

NB 0.496 124 

Protestant 0.46 25 

Catholic 0.3889 45 

French 0.3182 33 

   

   
Quebec Measure 2011 Mean Respondents 

Protestant 0.5256 39 

English 0.4643 70 

NB 0.4202 94 

Anglo-Catholic 0.3824 17 

Catholic 0.3553 38 

French 0.2727 22 

 

6.6 Analysis of the Measures and Findings 

 While the debate will continue on whether or not Catholics have a different ethos or 

outlook than non-Catholics, these results for New Brunswick give some further avenues for 

research and consideration. It should be stressed that the difference between means from each 

group was not necessarily that large. It is also noteworthy that views on issues such as abortion 

or gay marriage do not seem to influence the Catholic vote cleavage for the Liberal Party 

(Gidengil, 2012) 

 That said, looking at these results with a careful eye to the aggregate values, one can see 

a ranking that appears over the three different categories of questions that largely conforms to 

more traditional understandings of New Brunswick politics. Catholics tend to be less 
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conservative compared to Protestants, and English tend to be more conservative than the French. 

The results of Anglo-Catholics also suggest religion is at play even when language is not, as 

Anglo-Catholics can be seen grouping with Catholics and French in many results, with the 

exception of attitudes towards Quebec, which is far more likely to be an expression of an opinion 

on language politics than a view on federalism.   

 While further work will need to be done for deeper conclusions to be made, the results 

suggest fertile grounds for examining attitudes along religious lines in New Brunswick. Though 

the differences may be slight, that they still exist in the 21st century and in New Brunswick, with 

a historical backdrop of reconciliation of politics and religion, hints once again that we may not 

be rid of the unwanted houseguest of the Catholic vote cleavage. Furthermore, if slight 

differences in attitudes persist even during times of crosscutting cleavage exploitation, this 

means that the people of New Brunswick may be open to the politics of language and religion. 

Even if the sectarian nature of schools is no longer an issue, it is not too difficult to suggest 

certain attitudes and policy beliefs appeal to some religious groups more than others. Without an 

understanding of these dynamics, parties and politicians may be at a loss to explain victory or 

defeat in New Brunswick elections.  

6.7 Media 

 As discussed with the education analysis, information has been observed to change how 

Catholics voted. While education was one means of getting at potential information exposure, 

this measure is a more direct one. While the approached used by Mendelsohn and Nadeau (1997) 

and Bittner (2007) are outside the scope of this thesis, a rough measure of media exposure was 

constructed out of responses to two questions that ran the entire series of elections.  

 How the media exposure measure was created requires explanation. Throughout the 
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surveys, various questions are asked about how often one watched television, listened to radio, 

and engaged with other forms of media. The issue was finding consistently similar questions 

across each year. To this end, only television and newspapers were used, as they had the most 

consistent questions. From 2000 to 2008, the questions asked how many days a week one read 

the newspaper, and how many hours a day one watched TV. For newspaper reading, 0-1 days 

was coded as 1, 2-5 days was code as 2, and 6-7 days was coded as 3. For television, 0-1 hours 

was coded as 1, 2 hours was coded as 2, and 3 hours or above was coded as 3. In 2011, the 

television question changed to days a week instead of hours a day. 0-3 was coded as 1, 4-6 was 

coded as 2, and 7 was coded as 3.  

  In each year, the sum of the results from both television and newspapers was found, and 

divided into these categories: 2-3 being 1, 4 equalling 2, and 5-6 as 3. 1, 2, and 3 correspond with 

low, medium, and high media exposure. This coding was done to make sure there was a 

workable spread of respondents in each category, while maintaining reasonable distinction in 

media exposure between categories.  

 Table 6.7 New Brunswick Catholic and Federal Vote by Media Exposure 

 

 

As far as the Conservative and the Liberal vote is concerned, the total results in table 6.7 

NB Aggregate Catholic Federal Vote by Media Exposure Low Medium High 

Liberal 61.1 60.9 46.6 

Conservative 8.3 21.7 27.6 

NDP 30.6 17.4 25.9 

Respondents 36 46 58 

NB Federal Vote Media by Exposure  Low Medium High 

Liberal 42.7 42.2 40.3 

Conservative 36 38.9 43.5 

NDP 21.4 18.9 16.2 

Respondents 89 90 154 

*The chi-square test for this variable was interesting for the total federal vote the value was p < 0.77, almost the expected result. However the 

Catholic total was p < 0.14. 
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somewhat represent what the literature suggests. High media exposure Catholics are more 

disposed to the Conservatives, and less so the Liberals, though it does not completely remove the 

voting cleavage. The NDP results are strange, as their best results are in the low exposure 

category, but they also do well in the high exposure category as well.  

An interesting fact to note about the statistical significance is that up until this point 

variables measured usually were more statistically significant for the population at large than 

Catholics. This media variable is the first result were it was more likely that the arrangement of 

Catholic responses is less likely to be random than the responses of the public.  

Table 6.8 New Brunswick Catholic Vote Difference by Media Exposure 

  

The difference table makes more clear the impact of what may have been a contour of the 

Catholic vote cleavage. Those Catholics who said they voted and expressed a high level of media 

exposure were the least loyal Liberal voters, and far less disposed against the Conservatives than 

the low exposure voters. On the other hand, the results for the NDP are less clear. As well, for all 

the loosening of Liberal loyalties media exposure may have done, a highly media exposed 

Catholic is still much less likely to say they voted for the Conservatives compared to all New 

Brunswick respondents. 

NB Catholic Federal Vote Difference by Media Exposure Low Medium High 

Liberal 18.4 18.7 6.3 

Conservative -27.7 -17.2 -15.9 

NDP 9.2 -1.5 9.7 

Respondents 36 46 58 
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Table 6.9 New Brunswick Catholic Vote by Media Exposure and Year 

 

 

 The year-by-year results are not particularly illuminating. The small number of cases and 

lack of pattern at the individual election level make further analysis difficult. Overall, however, 

the results are promising. While the findings with the education variable were less conclusive in 

terms of trying to measure information levels or information exposure, these finding suggest 

there might be some relationship with media exposure and Catholic voting for Liberals in New 

Brunswick. Media exposure is an avenue worth further investigation in New Brunswick and 

likely in the rest of Canada. 

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Media Exposure 2000 Low Medium High

Liberal 77.8 66.7 57.1

Conservative 11.1 (0) 16.7 (8.3) 35.7 (14.3)

NDP 11.1 16.7 7.1

Respondents 9 12 14

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Media Exposure 2004 Low Medium High

Liberal 88.9 44.4 77.8

Conservative 0 33.3 11.1

NDP 11.1 22.2 11.1

Respondents 9 9 9

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Media Exposure 2006 Low Medium High

Liberal 50 100 37.5

Conservative 0 0 37.5

NDP 50 0 25

Respondents 4 2 8

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Media Exposure 2008 Low Medium High

Liberal 50 71 46.2

Conservative 0 21.4 15.3

NDP 50 7.1 38.5

Respondents 6 14 13

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Media Exposure 2011 Low Medium High

Liberal 25 44.4 21.4

Conservative 25 22.2 35.7

NDP 50 33.3 42.9

Respondents 8 9 14

*No individual year had statistically significant results. Furthermore, the least significant results were those with the fewest respondents. 
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 6.8 Religiosity 

 Religiosity, that is a measure of how important one rates religion in their lives such as in 

question CPS11_82, is important to look at regarding any question of religion and politics. 

Among Catholics and concerning voting Liberal, there are a few interesting things to note. First, 

both in Dominance and Decline (2012) and Blais's address in 2005, there was no strong basis for 

religiosity alone shaping the cleavage in logical directions. For instance, the strongly religiously 

Catholic were the most likely to support Liberals, even though one would assume the religiously 

Catholic would be more aligned with their Church on issues such as gay marriage or abortion, 

both of which the Liberal party takes a stance opposite of the Catholic Church (Gidengil et al. 

2011). There may have been some sort of change in the degree of religiosity or amount of 

heavily religious Catholics over the course of the measured elections. 

 According to Gidengil et al., the decline in the Liberal-Catholic vote was most prominent 

among those who said that religion played relatively less of a role in their lives (2012). While 

their 2004-6-8 CES analysis panel for Dominance and Decline did not find any relationship 

between religiosity and Catholic's propensity for voting Liberal, it is still worthwhile to 

investigate. First, a lack of a national trend may be different on a provincial level. Second, 

religiosity may play a role in explaining other theorized reasons for the cleavage such as a 

Catholic ethos should it exist. It will be interesting to see if in New Brunswick this slight 

preference for the Conservatives among the less religious Catholics is present and if so when it 

appears. If New Brunswick is like the national scene, then the less religious Catholics should be 

more likely to vote for parties other than Liberals. These sorts of factors may also play into a 

larger cohort effect of younger, less religious Catholics no longer demonstrating the same voting 

habits or ethos of their older counterparts. While Blais (2005) argued convincingly that there 
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does not seem to be a Catholic ethos and that things such as Catholic issues or policies do not 

seem to colour the Catholic vote, the fact that there was a national cooling of the Catholic-

Liberal vote connection warrants further investigation on the question of religiosity. 

 In order to create the religiosity categories, the question asking respondents in each of the 

years how important religion was in their lives was used. For this analysis, the “not very 

important” and “not very important at all” responses are folded into a general “Not important” 

category. This is done due to issues with the number of respondents and with the belief that the 

difference between those two responses is not substantial for the purposes of this study. 

 Table 6.10 New Brunswick Catholic and Federal Vote by Religiosity 

NB Aggregate  Catholic Federal Vote by 
Religiosity 

Very Important Somewhat Important  Not Very Important 

Liberal 56.4 52.9 46.7 

Conservative 16.4 25.7 20 

NDP 27.3 21.4 33.3 

Respondents  55 70 15 

 

NB Federal Vote by Religiosity Very Important Somewhat Important  Not Very Important 

Liberal 43.1 41.5 35.7 

Conservative 38.5 42.3 32.1 

NDP 18.5 16.3 32.1 

Respondents 130 123 28 

 

 

  

The sum of responses in table 6.10 shows Liberal support is very similar between the 

very and somewhat religious. Conservative support is lower for the very religious Catholics. The 

similarity of the total responses in Catholic support for Liberals and the lack of consistency in its 

change, except for an all-around drop in 2011, supports the conclusion that religiosity is not 

strongly associated with the Liberal Catholic vote (Gidengil et al., 2012). In terms of the vote 

*Neither of the results are statistically significant, with the Catholic result at p < 0.66 
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generally, however, the NDP perform noticeably better in the not very important category. This 

would align with expectations that the NDP attracts a less sectarian or religious sort of voter.  

 Table 6.11 New Brunswick Catholic Vote Difference by Religiosity 

 

 The vote difference taken from the results of table 6.10 and shown in table 6.11 further 

reinforce the lack of a strong relationship between religiosity and the Catholic vote. The voting 

difference for the Liberal Party between Catholics who say their religion is very important versus 

those who say it is not very important is quite small. That said, it is still worth taking from this 

that the Conservatives, as usual, do poorly among all levels of religiosity in the Catholic vote.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NB Catholic Federal Vote Difference by 
Religiosity 

Very Important Somewhat Important Not Very Important 

Liberal 13.3 11.4 11 

Conservative -22.1 -16.6 -12.1 

NDP 8.8 5.1 1.2 

Respondents  55 70 15 
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Table 6.12 New Brunswick Catholic Vote by Religiosity and Year 

 

 

 With the exception of 2006, it appears that the Conservatives do their best in the 

somewhat important category. As well, while 2006 saw a victory for the Conservatives among 

those Catholics who view religion as very important. However, four respondents is not much to 

go by. If 2006 was the year where the most religious Catholics should have had the least 

attraction to the Liberals, there just are not enough cases to verify it in that year alone. 

6.9 Conclusion 

The attitude measures suggested that that there are differences on social and economic 

issues in which both religion and language participate. However, the question of Quebec saw 

Anglo-Catholics align with more closely with their English speaking brethren, whereas otherwise 

they would be more Catholic and French in outlook. While the religiosity measure was not very 

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Religiosity 2000 Very Important Somewhat important Not Very Important

Liberal 75 52.9 100

Conservative 18.8 29.4 (17.6) 0

NDP 6.2 17.6 0

Respondents 16 17 1

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Religiosity 2004 Very Important Somewhat important Not Very Important

Liberal 66.7 68.8 100

Conservative 11.1 18.8 0

NDP 22.2 12.5 0

Respondents 9 16 2

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Religiosity 2006 Very Important Somewhat important Not Very Important

Liberal 37.5 52.9 0

Conservative 50 35.3 0

NDP 12.5 11.8 100

Respondents 4 9 1

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Religiosity 2008 Very Important Somewhat important Not Very Important

Liberal 57.1 64.3 33.3

Conservative 7.1 14.3 33.3

NDP 35.7 21.4 33.3

Respondents 12 14 5

NB Catholic Federal Vote by Religiosity 2011 Very Important Somewhat important Not Very Important

Liberal 33.3 14.3 40

Conservative 16.7 50 20

NDP 50 35.7 40

Respondents 12 14 5

*The year-by-year results were not statistically significant. The closest to pass muster of the chi-square test was 2006 at p < 0.23. 
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helpful in defining the Catholic vote cleavage, the media exposure measure, though not 

significant, gave a bit of weight to previous works and suggested an avenue for further research. 

The findings in this chapter and the preceding ones suggest that religious differences cannot be 

explained entirely by language in New Brunswick, however the Quebec attitudes measure shows 

there may be limits to Catholicism’s role in mediating difference between the English speaking 

Catholics and the French Catholics. 
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Chapter 7: Conclusions 

 7.1 Provincial Background Restated 

 From the history of New Brunswick, one can see a province that has been divided by 

religion and language while trying to be conciliatory of those divisions. Early in the province's 

history, it was apparent that these religious and linguistic fault lines could very well tear New 

Brunswick apart. That New Brunswick is stable, as Aunger explored, is not chance. The 

province’s particular arrangement of religious, ethnic, and linguistic groups, with the Irish-

Catholics positioned between the English Protestants and the French Catholics, allowed real 

opportunity for rapprochement and understanding.  

 However, these were opportunities that had to be used; harmony is not automatic. While 

this was not easy, it was accomplished. The Franco-Catholics needed to struggle within the 

Church in order to break free of the hold of the Irish and gain recognition for their people. This 

was simultaenous to the struggles of the English-speaking Catholics who were chastised for their 

religion. These cross-cutting cleavages between English and French speaking Catholics did not 

guarantee stability, and a measure of accommodation between elites of New Brunswick's chief 

groups was required. Post-Caraquet riots, there were real efforts by the elites on questions of 

religion, language, and education to manage their differences as opposed to using them for 

sectarian gain.  

 While this arrangement was not always perfect it functioned well enough. Despite many 

disgruntled people who were willing to fight over religion and language throughout the 

province's history, there were just as many from both parties, especially the elites, who were able 

to put these difference aside. The series of premiers in the late 20th century are a testament to 

this. As was explored earlier, all of them appeared able to muster enough support from the other 
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party's bloc, without resorting to populist agitation on language. This more astounding post-

Robichaud, a time when it was likely the English were very eager to seek redress for perceived 

political slights. The success of these programmes of support is not a given, as the Confederation 

of Regions party demonstrated, the arrangement to keep New Brunswick together is a difficult 

balance to maintain.   

 Hatfield, McKenna, Lord, and Graham, to some extent were all able to make inroads with 

the other party's core constituencies. This is shown both qualitatively, such as Hatfield's personal 

overtures to the Acadians and his entrenchment of many of Robichaud's policies and ideas, but 

also quantitatively, with Bernard Lord's appeal across linguistic and religious lines or Graham's 

ability to secure English and Protestant votes. However, this trend fades around the time of 

Alward. The Canadian Election Study data, census statistics, and political maps suggest a 

province that returned to a politics more aligned with religious and linguistic divides. These 

claims are not a prognosis for New Brunswick provincial politics, but there is enough 

information to support such a conclusion. At the least, such a future of more sectarian politics is 

plausible. 

 7.2 The Future 

 There are reasons to believe that the politics of New Brunswick are playing up these 

divides beyond the period of analysis contained in the Canadian Election Study. Premier Gallant 

has likely done more to appeal to the French and likely Anglo-Catholics than Protestants and 

English. Furthermore, the new Progressive Conservative leader, Blaine Higgs, is very much from 

the traditional Anglo-Protestant mold, even having strong connections to the former 

Confederation of Regions Party (Lamrock, 2016). It is not necessarily true that this pattern is 

inevitable or its momentum is irresistible. What is important for this thesis is to note that the 
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cleavages of religion, and specifically Catholicism, remain important in New Brunswick's 

provincial politics.  

 Federally there is also reason to believe that the vote remains structured by religion. 

While the party leaders in the federal elections from 2000-2011 were not from New Brunswick 

the results were fairly rooted in previous findings both historical and at the provincial level. 

Religion made a difference in the vote and Catholics behaved differently. The same census and 

county data that helped parse results in the provincial elections shows that Conservative support 

and gains through the period of analysis were strongest and most quickly gained around areas 

that were less Catholic and French.  

 While one might suggest that religious voting is an artifact of language, there were 

enough findings to show that this was not the case. The overall results by religious and the vote 

for both provincial and federal elections were statistically significant. Comparing Anglo-

Catholics to Protestants and the non-religious yielded statistically significant results as well; 

excluding the French did not remove the relationship in Catholic voting. Furthermore, in the 

federal electoral maps, the Anglo-Catholics of Saint John were a holdout for the Liberal Party 

despite being an English riding. This all suggests that while Franco-Catholics are probably the 

most Liberal, Anglo-Catholics are still more Liberal than English speakers are alone. 

 7.3 Data Analysis Conclusions 

 The variable data from the period shows a similar pattern. Catholics, even when the 

Liberals did their worst, were both more likely to vote Liberal, and notably less likely to vote 

Conservative than the average voter. Even as the Conservatives did better among all groups and 

the Liberals stumbled, this vote difference was visible. A similar pattern is seen among the 

Anglo-Catholics. While they are not as Liberal as Catholics alone, or the French, the Anglo-
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Catholics were still notably different in their voting behaviour from English speakers alone. This 

is most apparent in their timidity in supporting the Conservatives, even during periods of 

Conservative strength. Religion then, matters outside of language, and Catholicism matters 

outside of the French language. 

 By gender, Catholics were still different from the population at large. While there was no 

theoretical basis to assume gender explained a vote cleavage, there was reason to believe that 

there would be differences in gender. Indeed, there was, but what was a more interesting finding 

were the similarities. That both male and female Catholics were equally unlikely to vote for the 

Conservative party during the examined period is hard to ignore. Gender affected the Catholic 

vote in significant ways, but Catholics are still quite alike between genders and different to 

outsiders even while considering gender.  

 Concerning age, the story is a bit less clear. Low respondents in the 18-34 category hurt 

the analysis. However it seems that some of what the literature suggests is corroborated if one 

looks at the two older categories. The oldest Catholics were generally more loyal than the 

younger ones, but Catholics of all age were more Liberal than most people and were definitely 

less Conservative. Seeing as the population of New Brunswick is older than average it is unlikely 

that there would have been better means to get around the issue of few young people responding. 

 Income was not a strong indicator of Catholic voting. While it is true that the highest 

level income Catholics were more likely to be voting Conservative, this was only relative to 

overwhelming Liberal preference in other categories. Further analysis may require a more 

careful approach; income is not necessarily equal to class, and a look at specific occupations or 

occupational backgrounds of a given family or individual could be more revealing.  

Education, as a proxy for information or knowledge, was the least helpful variable 
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according to the statistical analysis. In fact, education was less significant for Catholics in sorting 

vote choice than it was for the public. It is unlikely that attendance and exposure to higher or 

lower levels of education in the province of New Brunswick shaped the Catholic vote cleavage. 

For the most part the Liberals retained the loyalty of Catholics of all education backgrounds 

 The attitudinal questions concerning social and economic conservatism, as well as views 

on Quebec, yielded interesting results. Though the absolute difference between the groups 

measured was not necessarily large, consistent patterns emerged which conformed to traditional 

understandings of the New Brunswick electorate by religion and language. Catholics and even 

Anglo-Catholics were generally more similar to French than they were Protestants or even 

English in their attitudes. This offers support to the idea that religious cleavages in New 

Brunswick are not entirely the product of language. On the other hand, this conflicts with the 

suggestion of Blais (2005) that there is not a notably Catholic ethos in Canada. The findings on 

attitudes to Quebec did reveal that language trumped religion for Anglo-Catholics in New 

Brunswick when it came to the province of Quebec. What can be said for sure is that differences 

in Catholic attitudes and behaviour in New Brunswick are worthy of further investigation. 

The media exposure variable as means of interacting with the work by Mendelsohn and 

Nadeau, as well as Bittner, had results that were close to the theoretical expectation. While 

Catholics of all levels of media exposure still preferred the Liberals, those with the most 

exposure were noticeably more likely to vote for the Conservatives. Unlike the education 

variable, which was more significant for the public at large than just Catholics, media exposure 

was very close to statistical significance in vote choice, but only with Catholic voters. While the 

results are not perfect, they did someone align with expectations based in the literature. These 

findings suggest a further avenue of research that could yield fruitful results. 
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 The conclusions of Dominance and Decline's panel concerning the religiosity of 

Catholics was sound in the case of New Brunswick. While there were differences between those 

who were most religious and least religious in their voting, Catholics of all levels of religiosity 

preferred the Liberals. For whatever reason or by whatever mechanisms, Catholicism, whether 

pious or lacklustre, still is associated with a strong Liberal vote preference. This is true even in 

the face of logic concerning the Church's position on issues such as abortion or gay marriage. 

This having been explained, the findings need to be understood in the context of a 

political landscape that is looking more secular. In the 2001 census, New Brunswick had 57,655 

individuals who said they had no religious affiliation, out of a total of 719,710 respondents 

(Statistics Canada, 2001). In the 2011 census, the religiously unaffiliated totalled 111,435 out of 

735,835 respondents (Statistics Canada, 2011). In ten years, a jump from 8% to 15% is a 

substantial change. Going into the future, religious analysis of even traditional and conservative 

populations such as those of New Brunswick will increasingly have to account for this trend. 

This says nothing of other provinces or the country as a whole which is also becoming more 

irreligious across multiple demographic segments (Pew, 2013). What this means for the future of 

electoral politics is a topic far outside speculation in this thesis, however if religion in even a 

secular society such as Canada can still have an impact on voting, it is not too bold to suggest 

irreligion could have similar effects. Furthermore, even if the religious are a shrinking proportion 

of the population, changes in cleavages notwithstanding, religion and voting would continue to 

matter. Both religious and irreligiously based voting could exist together. 

 The increase in the irreligious in New Brunswick would make the province an even more 

interesting subject of further study. Though it is small in population, in the future New 

Brunswick will likely have enough Catholics, Protestants, and irreligious to measure voting 



 

100 

 

patterns from all these groups. Furthermore, its large Francophone population make it a good 

location to do simultaneous research on questions of language. Finally, with a close to half of its 

residents still living in rural areas, there are even non-linguistic and non-religious questions that 

could be pursued in the province (Population, 2011). There remain plenty of interesting leads in 

the province for a variety of research questions relevant to both New Brunswick and Canada. 

 While at the level of Canada it may be the case that the period of this study saw a cooling 

of the Catholic vote cleavage, in New Brunswick large differences between Catholic and non-

Catholic voting were still apparent in 2011. This was even observable in provincial elections 

around the same period. Though the historical and provincial findings suggest there may be ways 

to mitigate the cleavage through policy and leadership selection, it does not seem as if the 

cleavage has been wholly exorcised. The data suggest that provincially the cleavage has 

remained. Considering the sweep of Atlantic Canada by the Liberals in the most recent federal 

election, it is highly unlikely that Catholics were not a part of this electoral victory. Religion 

continues to matter in New Brunswick, with Catholics still voting differently, even as the 

province becomes less religious; there is no reason yet to believe that Blais’ “unwelcome 

houseguest” has left.  
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