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Abstract 
 

This study uses Mississippi from 1860 to 1865 as a case-study of Confederate 

nationalism. It employs interdisciplinary literature on the concept of loyalty to explore how 

multiple allegiances influenced people during the Civil War. Historians have generally viewed 

Confederate nationalism as weak or strong, with white southerners either united or divided in 

their desire for Confederate independence. This study breaks this impasse by viewing 

Mississippians through the lens of different, co-existing loyalties that in specific circumstances 

indicated neither popular support for nor rejection of the Confederacy. It focuses on wartime 

activities like swearing the Federal oath, illicit trade with the Union army, and Confederate 

desertion to show how Mississippians acted on co-existent loyalty layers to self, family, and 

friend-networks that were distinct from national allegiances. Although the Confederate 

government espoused an all-consuming nationalism, the evidence presented in this study 

demonstrates the limited control that the Confederacy, the Union, and, by implication, most 

modern nation states, exerted over their subjects. This study also explores the relationship 

between race and loyalty. It demonstrates how an internal war between slaveholders, who 

expected slaves to only express servile loyalty to their masters, and slaves, who resisted white 

authority by acting on loyalties to self, family, neighborhood, and nation, revealed a struggle 

over the racial hierarchy that demonstrated continuity between the antebellum, Civil War, and 

Reconstruction eras. 
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Introduction  
 

 At noon on December 26, 1862, an overflow crowd packed into the legislative house in 

downtown Jackson, Mississippi to hear a speech by native son Jefferson Davis, the president of 

the Confederate States of America. Davis took the opportunity to assure the crowd that the 

recently enacted, and unpopular, Conscription and Exemption acts were both necessary to ensure 

�W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�¶�V���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�D�O���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���D�Q���X�Q�U�H�O�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���I�R�H�����2�Pitting mention of the May and 

October b�D�W�W�O�H�V���D�W���&�R�U�L�Q�W�K�����'�D�Y�L�V���V�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�\�R�X���L�Q���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�����K�D�Y�H���E�X�W���O�L�W�W�O�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�G���D�V��

yet the horrors of the war. You have seen but little of the savage manner in which it is waged by 

�\�R�X�U���E�D�U�E�D�U�R�X�V���H�Q�H�P�L�H�V���´���+�H���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W���D�L�P���R�I���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���L�V���W�R���P�D�N�H���R�X�U��

�V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���´���D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���O�D�L�G���R�X�W���W�K�H���F�R�V�W�V���R�I���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���G�H�I�H�D�W�����³�:�L�O�O���\�R�X���E�H���V�O�D�Y�H�V�����Z�L�O�O��

you consent to be robbed of your property; to be reduced to provincial dependence; will you 

renounce the exercise of those rights with which you were born and which were transmitted to 

�\�R�X���E�\���\�R�X�U���I�D�W�K�H�U�V�"�´���'�D�Y�L�V���D�V�N�H�G�������³�,���I�H�H�O���W�K�D�W���L�Q���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V���W�K�H���D�Q�V�Z�H�U���Z�L�O�O���E�H��

that their interests, even life itself, should be willingly laid down �R�Q���W�K�H���D�O�W�D�U���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´���K�H��

concluded.1 �$�V���'�D�Y�L�V���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���Q�R�W�H�G�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���L�Q���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���K�D�G���\�H�W���W�R���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���Z�D�U�¶�V���Z�R�U�V�W��

hardships, but in suggesting that Mississippians should willingly sacrifice everything, even their 

lives, to the goal of Confederate independence, he fused their interests with those of the nation. 

In doing so, he tried to instill in them the devotion needed to ensure southern victory. 

 How Mississippians responded to this exhortation is the subject of this study. It uses 

Mississippi from 1860 to 1865 as a case-study of Confederate loyalty during the Civil War. This 

Deep South state should have been rabidly pro-Confederate: in 1860 slaves represented fifty-five 

�S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�I���L�W�V���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���O�D�E�R�U���P�D�G�H���L�W���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V���O�H�D�G�L�Qg cotton exporter. It was 

                                                 
1 Jefferson Davis, Speech at Jackson, Mississippi, December 26, 1862, in Lynda Laswell Crist, Mary Seaton Dix, 
Kenneth H. Williams, eds., The Papers of Jefferson Davis, Vol. 8, 1862 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University 
Press, 1995), 565-579 (quotes on 567, 574). 
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also a hotbed of secession that became the second state to leave the Union.2 Yet, Mississippi was 

�D�O�V�R���D�Q���H�D�U�O�\���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�L�O�\���G�L�Y�L�G�H�G���V�W�D�W�H���W�K�D�W���I�D�F�H�G���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���D�U�P�\�¶�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���P�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H��

conflict, making it fertile ground for exploring the influence of different allegiances. 

�5�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���G�L�V�F�H�U�Q���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���W�R���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\���Z�D�V��

weak or strong, this study enters the scholarly debate over the nature of Confederate nationalism 

by viewing Mississippians through the lens of different, co-existing loyalties that, according to 

circumstances, indicated neither popular support for, nor rejection of, the Confederacy. This 

approach suggests that the often contradictory evidence regarding Confederate allegiance in  

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���F�D�Q���E�H�W�W�H�U���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q���W�K�H���O�L�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���P�R�G�H�U�Q���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���L�Q���W�H�U�P�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V��

influence on its subjects. Take one example. Confederate nationalists labeled Mississippians who 

traded across Union lines, in defiance of Confederate law prohibiting such exchanges, as 

treasonous, claiming that trade fed cotton and other commodities to the Union war effort and 

undermined Confederate economic independence.  Yet, many citizens stated that they traded to 

procure goods for themselves and their families with little regard for nationalist stances, while 

others claimed that they traded in order smuggle goods to Confederate soldiers, insisting that 

their patriotic intentions overrode their illegal actions. 

 These competing interpretations of trade between the lines raise broader questions about 

what types of obligations modern nationalism placed on citizens via their relationship to the 

state, and what citizens expected from the state in return. Paul Quigley defines nationalism as 

�³�W�K�H���F�R�Q�Y�L�F�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���H�D�F�K���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���± a group of people with a distinctive identity, typically based on 

some combination of language, descent, history, cultural values, or interest �± ought to be aligned 

with an independent unit of governance in the modern institution of a nation-state���´���7�K�H���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O��

�F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W���R�I���P�R�G�H�U�Q���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���L�V���L�W�V���W�R�W�D�O�L�W�\�����W�K�D�W���L�W���L�V���³�W�K�H���V�X�S�U�H�P�H���I�R�U�P���R�I���O�H�J�D�O���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H��
                                                 
2 Ben Wynne, �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U�����$���1�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���+�L�V�W�R�U�\ (Macon: Mercer University Press, 2006), 12.  
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and cultural identity in the mode�U�Q���Z�R�U�O�G���´���D�Q�G���L�V���E�R�W�K���³�X�Q�L�W�D�U�\���D�Q�G���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�V�L�E�O�H���´3 This totality 

was particularly salient for Confederate nationalists seeking to define and preserve their nation-

state while simultaneously warring for its very survival. 

Faced with a northern government th�D�W���G�H�Q�L�H�G���W�K�H���O�H�J�L�W�L�P�D�F�\���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�¶�V��

existence, Confederate boosters sought to define and shape their southern nation in order to 

legitimize it to the North and to the world. To achieve this goal, they promoted what scholars 

have termed protective nationalism, in which the Confederacy would be economically self-

sufficient and its citizens would work towards the singular goal of winning independence from 

the North. Achieving economic self-sufficiency entailed the promotion of southern industry, a 

national currency, and prohibition of trade with the North in favor of homespun and domestic 

production. Because Confederate nationalists forged their nation in war, in which defeat meant 

�W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���G�H�D�W�K�����W�K�H�\���D�U�J�X�H�G���W�K�D�W���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�R���H�Q�Gure any amount of suffering, 

even if it meant sacrificing their lives, to achieve Confederate victory. The war, however, created 

an environment ill-�V�X�L�W�H�G���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V�¶���L�G�H�D�O�V�����,�Q���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V����

Mississippians acted on multiple, co-existent loyalties that influenced their actions in ways that 

did not always correspond to national allegiance. In doing so, they demonstrated that the reach of 

the nineteenth century nation-state was more limited than historians have concluded.  

This study, then, is not a complete, chronological history of Mississippi during the Civil 

War. Recent works by Ben Wynne, Timothy Smith, and Michael Ballard are excellent examples 

of the former.4 Instead, it focuses on the relationship between Mississippians and the rival Union 

and Confederate governments, both of which adopted protective nationalism, and therefore made 

                                                 
3 Paul Quigley, Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and The American South, 1848-1865 (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2012), 11, 5-6. 
4 See Wynne, �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U; Timothy B. Smith, Mississippi in the Civil War: The Home Front (Jackson: 
University Press of Mississippi, 2010); Michael B. Ballard, The Civil War in Mississippi: Major Campaigns and 
Battles (Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 2011). 
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�G�H�P�D�Q�G�V���R�Q���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶���G�D�L�O�\���O�L�Y�H�V���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���H�O�L�F�L�W���W�K�H�L�U���W�R�W�D�O���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H�����%�R�W�K��

governments required citizens to swear oaths of allegiance, restricted commerce with the other 

side, intervened in the relationship between masters and slaves, encouraged espionage, forbade 

desertion, and approved of military exemptions only in cases where doing so was deemed to be 

of equal or more national benefit than soldiering. These impositions by the two warring states 

demanded that individuals abandon established habits shaped by multiple loyalties to self, 

family, neighborhood, and nation, and instead tailor their actions to reflect total fidelity to one 

nation or the other. As Andre Fleche notes, patriotic thinkers of the Civil War era judged 

�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V���³�E�\���W�K�H�L�U���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G���W�K�H���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���D�Q�G���P�D�U�V�K�D�O���W�K�H��

�U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H���V�W�D�W�H���´���7�K�H�\���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���W�K�H���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���G�R���W�K�L�V���D�V���Whe hallmarks of the 

�³�P�R�G�H�U�Q�����X�Q�L�I�L�H�G���V�W�D�W�H���´5 By attempting to use every facet of day-to-day behavior as a gauge of 

�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H�����E�R�W�K���V�W�D�W�H�V���G�L�V�U�X�S�W�H�G���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�S�O�D�\���R�I���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���O�D�\�H�U�V�����,�Q���W�K�H��

process, they tested the limits of protective nationalism, and exposed the importance of multiple 

allegiances in guiding human actions. 

The problem of multiple allegiances complicates scholarship on Confederate nationalism, 

�Z�K�L�F�K���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�V���W�R���P�H�D�V�X�U�H���W�K�H���H�[�W�H�Q�W���R�I���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q�H�U�V�¶���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���Q�Dscent slaveholding 

republic. Some historians who argue for strong Confederate loyalty emphasize how white 

supremacy, conflation of home with nation, and the construction of a separate, functioning 

government with new national borders united southerners across class lines to fight for the 

Confederacy.6 Others contend that martial pride fueled Confederate nationalism, as civilians 

                                                 
5 Andre Fleche, The Revolution of 1861: The American Civil War in the Age of Nationalist Conflict (Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 2011), 70. 
6 Mark V. Wetherington, �3�O�D�L�Q���)�R�O�N�V�¶���)�L�J�K�W�����7�K�H���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U���D�Q�G���5�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���3�L�Q�H�\���:�R�R�G�V���*�H�R�U�J�L�D (Chapel 
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2005), 1-�������$�Q�G�U�H�Z���)�����/�D�Q�J�����³�µ�8�S�R�Q���W�K�H���$�O�W�H�U���R�I���2�X�U���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���¶��
Confederate Identity, Nationalism, and Morale in Harrison County, Texas, 1860-�����������´��Civil War History 55 (Sept. 
2009): 281-���������%�U�L�D�Q���6�����:�L�O�O�V�����³�6�K�D�G�H�V���R�I���1�D�W�L�R�Q�����&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���/�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V���L�Q���6�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D���´���L�Q��Inside the 
Confederate Nation: Essays in Honor of Emory Thomas, Gordon, Leslie and John C. Inscoe, eds. (Baton Rouge: 
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�U�D�O�O�L�H�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�����D�Q�G���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�¶���I�R�U�J�H�G���F�R�P�U�D�G�H�U�\���W�K�D�W���I�X�H�O�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R���N�H�H�S��

fighting.7 Looking beyond the army, some scholars invoke �%�H�Q�H�G�L�F�W���$�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q�¶�V���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���R�I��

nationalism, arguing that a common print culture promoted southern values and created a united 

Confederate identity among white southerners.8 While these historians identify different motives 

for white allegiance to the Confederacy, they are nonetheless in agreement that such support was 

real and widespread. 

In contrast, other historians emphasize �W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�¶�V���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�����S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F��

divisions, especially class conflict between slaveholders and non-slaveholders, which carried into 

the war and internally crippled the Confederate effort.9 Historians of southern Unionism and of 

                                                                                                                                                             
Louisiana State University Press, 2005), 60-61; Jacqueline Glass-Campbell, When Sherman Marched North from the 
Sea: Resistance on the Confederate Home Front (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2003), 69-74; 
William Blair, �9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D�¶�V���3�U�L�Y�D�W�H���:�D�U�����)�H�H�G�L�Q�J���%�R�G�\���D�Q�G���6�R�X�O���L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\������������-1865 (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1998), 144-146; Aaron Sheehan-Dean, Why Confederates Fought: Family and Nation in Civil War 
Virginia (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2007), 146-47. 
7 Gary W. Gallagher, The Confederate War: How Popular Will, Nationalism, and Military Strategy Could not Stave 
off Defeat (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1997), 5-13; Joseph T. Glatthaar, �*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���/�H�H�¶�V���$�U�P�\�����)�U�R�P��
Victory to Collapse (New York: Free Press, 2008), 316-���������������������.�H�L�W�K���6�����%�R�K�D�Q�Q�R�Q�����µ�³�:�L�W�Q�H�V�V���W�K�H���5�H�G�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
�W�K�H���$�U�P�\�´�¶�����5�H�H�Q�O�L�V�W�P�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���$�U�P�\���R�I���7�H�Q�Q�H�V�V�H�H�����-�D�Q�X�D�U�\-�0�D�U�F�K�������������´���L�Q���*�R�U�G�R�Q���D�Q�G���,�Q�V�F�R�H����
eds., 11-�����������/�L�V�D���/�D�V�N�L�Q�����µ�³�7�K�H���$�U�P�\���L�V���Q�R�W���1�H�D�U �V�R���0�X�F�K���'�H�P�R�U�D�O�L�]�H�G���D�V���W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���L�V���´���6�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H���$�U�P�\���R�I��
�1�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D���D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���+�R�P�H���)�U�R�Q�W���´���L�Q��The View from the Ground: Experiences of Civil War 
Soldiers, Dean, Aaron-Sheehan, ed. (Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 2007), 91-92; Stephen V. Ash, When 
the Yankees Came: Conflict and Chaos in the Occupied South, 1861-1865 (Chapel Hill: University of North 
Carolina Press, 1995), 72-75; Jason Phillips, Diehard Rebels: The Confederate Culture of Invincibility (Athens: 
University of Georgia Press, 2007), 2-5, 88; Peter S. Carmichael, The Last Generation: Young Virginians in Peace, 
War and Reunion (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2005), 13-14; Bradley R. Clampitt, The 
Confederate Heartland: Military and Civilian Morale in the Western Confederacy (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State 
University Press, 2011), 7-10, 13.   
8 Michael T. Bernath, Confederate Minds: The Struggle for Intellectual Independence in the Civil War South 
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2010), 1-2, 290; Robert E. Bonner, Colors and Blood: Flag 
Passions of the Confederate South (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2002), 3-4; Anne S. Rubin, A Shattered 
Nation: The Rise and Fall of the Confederacy, 1861-1868 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2005), 
12; Drew Gilpin Faust, The Creation of Confederate Nationalism: Ideology and Identity in the Civil War South 
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1988), 6-10.  
9 William W. Freehling, The South Vs. The South: How Anti-Confederate Southerners Shaped the Course of the 
Civil War (New York: Oxford University Press, 2001), 17-33, 47-85; Margaret Storey, �/�R�\�D�O�W�\���D�Q�G���/�R�V�V�����$�O�D�E�D�P�D�¶�V��
Unionists in the Civil War and Reconstruction (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2004), 20-26; Paul 
D. Escott, After Secession: Jefferson Davis and the Failure of Confederate Nationalism (Baton Rouge: Louisiana 
State University Press, 1978), 94-135; Georgia Lee Tatum, Disloyalty in the Confederacy (New York: Ams Press, 
1934, 1970), 3-23; Victoria E. Bynum, The Free State of Jones: Mississippi's Longest Civil War (Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 2001), 98-104; William C. Davis, Look Away!: A History of the Confederate 
States of America (New York: Press Press, 2002), 367; Mark A.Weitz, More Damning than Slaughter: Desertion in 
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�W�K�H���%�R�U�G�H�U���D�Q�G���0�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q���6�R�X�W�K���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q�H�U�V�¶���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H�V�����E�X�W���Y�L�H�Z���W�K�H�P���D�V��

derivative of national loyalties that determined wartime behavior. Thomas Dyer notes that while 

�&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U���$�W�O�D�Q�W�L�D�Q�V���K�H�O�G���P�D�Q�\���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���³�F�R�P�S�H�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���R�U���F�R�P�S�O�L�P�H�Q�W�H�G���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

�O�R�\�D�O�W�\���´���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���Z�D�V���V�W�L�O�O���³�S�D�U�D�P�R�X�Q�W�´���D�Q�G���U�H�P�D�L�Q�H�G���³�X�Q�L�I�\�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���Y�L�J�R�U�R�X�V���´���-�R�Q�D�W�K�D�Q��

Sarris writes �W�K�D�W���O�R�F�D�O�����U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�����D�Q�G���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���L�V�V�X�H�V���³�F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G���W�R���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H���W�K�H���>�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�@��

�D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H�V���R�I���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q���Q�R�U�W�K���*�H�R�U�J�L�D���´���-�X�G�N�L�Q���%�U�R�Z�Q�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�G�V���W�K�D�W���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q���8�Q�L�R�Q-

�R�F�F�X�S�L�H�G���1�R�U�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D���³�F�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���Y�D�U�\�L�Q�J���G�H�J�U�H�H�V���R�I���D�W�W�D�F�K�P�H�Q�W to 

�H�D�F�K�����G�H�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�Q���K�L�V���R�U���K�H�U���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���D�Q�G���D�J�H�Q�G�D���´���/�L�N�H���'�\�H�U���D�Q�G���6�D�U�U�L�V�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U����

Browning views other allegiances as subservient to nationalism, writing that North Carolinians 

�³�Z�H�U�H���O�L�D�E�O�H���W�R���E�H���P�R�U�H���S�U�R-Union or pro-Confederate at any given time, depending on their 

�L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���´�����+�H���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���W�K�D�W���1�R�U�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�L�D�Q�V���V�K�L�I�W�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V��

instead of acting on unrelated attachments. Although they highlight the complexity of wartime 

allegiances, these studies still emphasize an either/or spectrum of weak to strong Confederates at 

the margins with a larger group in the middle whose national allegiance waxed and waned, rather 

than demonstrating how nationalism could be unconnected to other allegiances that exercised a 

significant influence.10 

                                                                                                                                                             
the Confederate Army (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2005), vii-xix, 16-34; David Williams, Bitterly 
�'�L�Y�L�G�H�G�����7�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�¶�V���,�Q�Q�H�U���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U (New York: The New Press, 2008), 1-8; 109-171. 
10 Thomas G. Dyer, Secret Yankees: The Union Circle in Confederate Atlanta (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University 
Press, 1999), 4; Jonathon Dean-Sarris, A Separate Civil War: Communities in Conflict in the Mountain South 
(Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2006), 3; Judkin Browning, Shifting Loyalties: The Union Occupation 
of Eastern North Carolina (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2011), 4; For other studies of the 
Border and Mountain South that emphasize how local attachments influenced national loyalty, see Michael Fellman, 
Inside War: The Guerrilla Conflict in Missouri During the American Civil War (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
1989), 47-65; Noel C. Fisher, War at Every Door: Partisan Politics and Guerrilla Violence in East Tennessee, 
1860-1869 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1997), 62-63, 142-143; Martin Crawford, Ashe 
�&�R�X�Q�W�\�¶�V���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U�����&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���6�R�F�L�H�W�\���L�Q���W�K�H���$�S�S�D�O�D�F�K�L�D�Q���6�R�X�W�K (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 
2001) 14, 52, 130; Robert Tracy McKenzie, Lincolnites and Rebels: A Divided Town in the American Civil War 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006), 124-140; Barton Myers, Executing Daniel Bright: Race, Loyalty, and 
Guerrilla Violence in a Coastal Carolina Community, 1861-1865 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 
2009), 80, 127.  
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The debate over the strength and weakness of Confederate loyalty among white 

�V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q�H�U�V���K�D�V���P�D�G�H���Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H���L�Q�V�L�J�K�W�V���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�����1�R�Q�H�W�K�H�O�H�V�V�����W�K�L�V���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S�¶�V��

�W�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�\���W�R���G�L�F�K�R�W�R�P�L�]�H���Z�K�L�W�H���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q�H�U�V���D�V���H�L�W�K�H�U���³�Z�H�D�N�´���R�U���³�V�W�U�R�Q�J�´���Vupporters of the 

Confederacy, thereby making it a united or a divided nation, loses sight of how multiple loyalties 

�F�R�X�O�G���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q�H�U�V�¶���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���L�Q���Z�D�\�V��unconnected to national allegiance. Gary 

Gallagher recently has called for historians of Confe�G�H�U�D�W�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���W�R���³�P�R�Y�H���E�H�\�R�Q�G���D���E�L�Q�D�U�\��

�D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���W�R���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���G�L�V�D�I�I�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���Q�D�V�F�H�Q�W���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���O�L�N�H���´11 

Understanding how Mississippians acted on allegiances beyond just nationalism can explain why 

the Confederacy can seem both united and divided, why some historians think it should have 

lasted longer, and why others marvel that it lasted so long against such steep odds. 

Loyalty is an influence on human action, prone to varying levels of intensity and directed 

at multiple targets. �,���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H���³�O�R�\�D�O�W�\�´���R�Y�H�U���³�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P�´���E�H�F�D�X�V�H, as the historian David 

Potter noted, nationalism is a particular kind of fidelity to a political state and it co-exists with 

�R�W�K�H�U���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H�V�����(�U�L�F���+�R�E�V�E�D�Z�P���H�F�K�R�H�V���W�K�L�V���S�R�L�Q�W�����Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���³�L�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V��

combined with identifications of another �N�L�Q�G�����H�Y�H�Q���Z�K�H�Q���L�W���L�V���I�H�O�W���W�R���E�H���V�X�S�H�U�L�R�U���W�R���W�K�H�P���´��

�3�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�H�U���6�L�P�R�Q���.�H�O�O�H�U���G�H�I�L�Q�H�V���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���D�V���³�W�K�H���D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H���D�Q�G���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q���R�I���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W���W�K�D�W��

�L�V���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�G���E�\���D�Q���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�¶�V���W�D�N�L�Q�J���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J�¶�V���V�L�G�H�����D�Q�G���G�R�L�Q�J���V�R���Z�L�W�K���D���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���V�R�U�W���R�I��

�P�R�W�L�Y�H���´���.�H�O�O�H�U���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���D�V�V�H�U�W�V���W�K�D�W���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���L�V���³�W�L�H�G���L�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�J�H�Q�W���S�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�����Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G��

interests of humans.�  ́Humans can, in turn, express loyalty to multiple things. Sociologist James 

Connor argues �W�K�D�W���S�H�R�S�O�H���H�[�S�U�H�V�V���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���³�P�L�F�U�R�´��an�G���³�P�D�F�U�R�´��targets. 

�&�R�Q�Q�R�U���F�D�O�O�V���W�K�L�V���S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�R�Q���³�O�R�\�D�O�W�\���O�D�\�H�U�V���´���U�H�I�H�U�U�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���³�P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���W�D�U�J�H�W�V���R�I���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���W�K�D�W��

�R�S�H�U�D�W�H���R�Q���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�����V�S�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���P�L�F�U�R���W�R���W�K�H���P�D�F�U�R���O�H�Y�H�O�V���R�I���V�R�F�L�D�O���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���´���0�D�F�U�R��

                                                 
11 �*�D�U�\���:�����*�D�O�O�D�J�K�H�U�����³�'�L�V�D�I�I�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����3�H�U�V�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H�����D�Q�G���1�D�W�L�R�Q�����6�R�P�H���'�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���5�H�F�H�Q�W���6�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S���R�Q���W�K�H��
�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\���´��Civil War History 55 (Sept., 2009): 352. 
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loyalties are allegiances an individual has in association with a very large group of people 

towards broader spatial collectives like religion, ethnicity and nation. However, while an 

individual may be loyal to these macro targets, their abstract nature and the larger spatial 

geography they encompass means �W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���G�R���Q�R�W���D�O�Z�D�\�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�I�I�H�F�W���D���S�H�U�V�R�Q�¶�V���O�L�I�H���D�W���W�K�H��

micro level. For example, a person may be loyal to a particular religion without applying that 

�U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�¶�V���H�Y�H�U�\���V�W�U�L�Q�J�H�Q�W���U�X�O�H���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���G�D�L�O�\���O�L�I�H�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���L�I���W�K�R�V�H���U�X�O�H�V���F�U�H�D�W�H���X�Q�F�R�P�I�R�Utable 

monetary or familial problems. Yet that person would scarcely deny their still firm religious 

beliefs.12 

Micro loyalties are the fidelities people hold towards smaller, more localized individuals 

and groupings like self, family, friends, and neighborhood, which exist in more compact spatial 

geographies within the macro space. Micro loyalties often have a greater influence on an 

�L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�¶�V���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G�����W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�����P�R�U�H���F�R�P�P�R�Q�O�\���J�X�L�G�H���D���S�H�U�V�R�Q�¶�V���G�D�L�O�\���O�L�I�H�����)�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����D��

person may hold strong macro loyalty to a national political party, but their micro loyalties to 

�V�H�O�I���D�Q�G���I�D�P�L�O�\���P�D�\���O�H�D�G���W�K�H�P���W�R���Y�R�W�H���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�D�W���S�D�U�W�\�¶�V���O�R�F�D�O���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H�V���R�U���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���D��

person may view as harmful to his or her personal interests. Such an action does not prevent that 

person from retaining their allegiance to the national party. Connor explains that the existence of 

loyalty layers means that �³�W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�V���E�H�L�Q�J���S�O�D�F�H�G���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H���D�F�W�R�U,�  ́and 

�W�K�D�W���W�K�H�V�H���O�D�\�H�U�V���³�L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W���D�Q�G���R�Y�H�U�O�D�S�����W�K�H�\���D�U�H���Q�R�W���H�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H���´���7�K�L�V���I�O�X�F�W�X�D�W�L�Q�J���K�L�H�U�D�U�F�K�\���R�I��

human fidelities ensures that in general, no single loyalty can �H�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�O�\���V�K�D�S�H���D���S�H�U�V�R�Q�¶�V��

identity and, therefore, have total influence over their actions. Those who express a seemingly 

                                                 
12 �'�D�Y�L�G���0�����3�R�W�W�H�U���³�7�K�H���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q�¶�V���8�V�H���R�I��Nationalism and Vice-�9�H�U�V�D���´��American Historical Review 67 (Jul., 
1962): 924-26; Eric Hobsbawm, Nations and Nationalism Since 1780: Programme, Myth, Reality (New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 1990), 11; also see Stephen Nathanson, Patriotism, Morality, and Peace (Lanham, 
MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 1993), 105-16; Simon Keller, The Limits of Loyalty (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2007), 21-22, 146 (quotes on 21, 146); James Connor, The Sociology of Loyalty (New York: Springer, 2007), 
47. 
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unconditional loyalty to a single cause, individual, or institution at the expense of all other 

allegiances, sometimes to the point of causing harm to themselves or others, are often derisively 

labeled fanatics, zealots, or fundamentalists precisely because they are the rare exceptions to the 

former rule.13 

In light of circumstances, an individual can and will act on one particular loyalty without 

abandoning other ones. Social Psychologists �F�D�O�O���W�K�L�V���S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�R�Q���³�O�R�\�D�O�W�\���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���F�R�Q�I�R�U�P�L�W�\���´��

�L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���³�P�L�J�K�W���R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�R���S�O�D�F�H���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�S���D�K�H�D�G���R�I��

their self-�L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���´���E�X�W���L�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W���W�R���F�R�Q�I�R�U�P�L�W�\�����G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���U�H�T�X�L�U�H��them to abandon their 

independence in favor of total allegiance to a group. This phenomenon is especially true in 

highly individualistic societies like the United States, where the socio-political culture allows for 

people to hold micro and macro loyalties simultaneously. In specific instances a person deems 

one loyalty to be temporarily more influential than another. Multiple loyalties therefore, are fluid 

and exist concurrently within the human actor.14 

Loyalties are also the building blocks of identity. Scholars in the various fields of the 

social sciences have struggled to precisely define �³�L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\,�  ́leading one sociologist to conclude 

that it is impossible to arrive at a single definition of the concept.15 Nevertheless, other scholars 

have provided definitions which, despite their differences, tend to focus on the idea of identity as 

a marker of self, particularly in relation to others. Sociologists Peter Burke and Jan Stets define 

�D�Q���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���D�V���³�W�K�H���V�H�W���R�I���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�V that define who one is when one is an occupant of a particular 

role in society, a member of a particular group, or claims particular characteristics that identify 

                                                 
13 Connor, The Sociology of Loyalty, 47-49 (Quotes on 47); Keller, The Limits of Loyalty, 13. 
14  �0�D�W�W�K�H�Z���-�����+�R�U�Q�V�H�\���D�Q�G���-�R�O�D�Q�G�D���-�H�W�W�H�Q�����³�/�R�\�D�O�W�\���:�L�W�K�R�X�W���&�R�Q�I�R�U�P�L�W�\�����7�D�L�O�R�U�L�Q�J���6�H�O�I-Perception as a Means of 
�%�D�O�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���%�H�O�R�Q�J�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���'�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q���´��Self and Identity 4 (Jan.-Mar., 2005): 83. 
15 �)�R�U���D���U�H�F�D�S���R�I���W�K�H���V�R�F�L�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H���R�Q���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\�����V�H�H���.�D�U�H�Q���$�����&�H�U�X�O�R�����³�,�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���&�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����1�H�Z���,�V�V�X�H�V����
�1�H�Z���'�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���´��Annual Review of Sociology 23 (1997): 385-409; Stephanie Lawler, Identity: Sociological 
Perspectives (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2008), 2. 
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�K�L�P���R�U���K�H�U���D�V���D���X�Q�L�T�X�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q���´ �,�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�¶���U�R�O�H�V���L�Q���V�R�F�L�H�W�\ as neighbors, friends, spouses, 

siblings, parents, citizens, politicians, or soldiers, cannot be separated from the person, 

institution, group, or ideal to which they profess allegiance. George Fletcher writes that the 

conception �R�I���³�V�H�O�I�´���W�K�D�W���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���³�J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H�V���G�X�W�L�H�V���R�I���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���W�R�Z�D�U�G���W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V����

groups, and nations that enter into our self-�G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���´��Thus, identity is contingent upon loyalty: 

to identify with something or someone, a person must be loyal by siding with and supporting that 

thing, person, or cause.16 During the Civil War, if Mississippians were not on some level loyal to 

the Confederacy, then they could not identify as Confederates. Exactly how much loyalty 

Mississippians should profess to the Confederacy, and what they should do to demonstrate their 

allegiance, however, proved a major point of contention between citizens and the Confederate 

state.   

Specific circumstances motivated Mississippians to act in ways that others considered 

disloyal based on the notion that such acts betrayed �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶��supposed identity as Confederates. 

These acts included swearing the Union oath, allegedly spying for the Union army, illegally 

trading at Federal lines, deserting from the Confederate army, claiming exemption from military 

�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���P�D�G�H���W�K�H�P���Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H���W�R���F�K�D�U�J�H�V���R�I���G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O�W�\�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V��

wartime and post-war histories, however, belie the existence of a large, anti-Confederate faction. 

While the state did have unionists, there was no large unionist uprising akin to the situation in 

East Tennessee. Furthermore, Mississippians accused of treason that left first-hand accounts 

rarely professed loyalty to the Union, to the Republican Party, or support for Federal war goals 

                                                 
16 Peter J. Burke and Jan E. Stets, Identity Theory (New York: Oxford University Press, 2009), 3; George P. 
Fletcher, Loyalty: An Essay on the Morality of Relationships (New York: Oxford University Press, 2003), 17.   
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like emancipation. Finally, the existence of many apostate Mississippians does not correlate with 

their hostility to occupying Federal forces throughout the Reconstruction period.17 

By considering what national allegiance meant to Mississippians inclined towards 

behavior that onlookers considered disloyal, the concept of multiple loyalties addresses the gap 

between secondhand sources that charged Mississippians with disloyalty despite an absence of 

corroborating proof. To get at their motivations, historians can look at what people did in 

addition to what others said. They can read against the grain of secondhand accounts to consider 

�K�R�Z���W�K�H���³�K�L�G�G�H�Q���W�U�D�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�V�´���L�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�V�¶ �G�D�L�O�\���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���P�L�J�K�W���F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W���W�K�H���³�S�X�E�O�L�F���W�U�D�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�V�´���R�I��

second-hand reports. These hidden transcripts suggest that contrary to those reports, Confederate 

patriotism �Z�D�V���R�Q�H���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W���L�Q���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���V�R�F�L�D�O��interactions in which other allegiances 

also guided their behavior.18 

Recognizing the role of multiple loyalties in driving human behavior in Civil War 

Mississippi also sheds light on the nature of the nineteenth-century nation state and the impact it 

had on its subjects. Confederate partisans promoted what Nicholas and Peter Onuf call protective 

�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P�����Z�K�L�F�K���Y�L�H�Z�H�G���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���D�V���³�D���F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�H���H�Q�W�L�W�\�����Z�L�W�K���D���O�L�I�H���W�K�D�W���W�U�D�Q�V�F�H�Q�G�H�G���W�K�H���O�L�Y�H�V��

�R�I���L�W�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���D�Q�G���D���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���W�K�D�W���W�U�D�Q�V�F�H�Q�G�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V���´���)�R�U���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V����

�³�W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���H�[�L�V�W�H�G���E�R�W�K���L�Q���K�L�V�Wory, in the chronicle of sacrifices by founders and patriots, and in 

�W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���D���J�O�R�U�L�R�X�V���I�X�W�X�U�H���´�� The Onufs write that since secessionists 

espoused the vision of a politically and economically independent South, achieving a southern 

                                                 
17 Wynne, �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U, 181-195; Mary Bobbitt Townsend, Yankee Warhorse: A Biography of Major 
General Peter Osterhaus (Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2010), 190-198.  
18 James C. Scott, Domination and the Arts of Resistance: Hidden Transcripts (New Haven: Yale University Press, 
1990), 1-5. 
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nation �³�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�G���R�Q���G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F�D�W�L�Q�J���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�R�Z�H�U�´���E�\���³�D�O�L�J�Q�L�Q�J���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���D�Q�G���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���Z�L�W�K���D��

�O�H�J�L�W�L�P�D�W�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���F�D�S�D�E�O�H���R�I���Y�L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�Q�J���6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���R�Q���W�K�H���E�D�W�W�O�H�I�L�H�O�G���´19 

For ardent Confederates, protective nationalism was both a means to achieving 

independence and an end in itself. Certainly, the Confederacy was a full-fledged state, defined by 

Ernest Gellner as �³�W�K�H���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���R�U���V�H�W���R�I���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�D�O�O�\���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��

�H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���R�U�G�H�U���´���Z�K�L�F�K���H�[�L�V�W���³�Z�K�H�U�H���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G���R�U�G�H�U-enforcing agencies, such as police 

�I�R�U�F�H�V���D�Q�G���F�R�X�U�W�V�����K�D�Y�H���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�G���R�X�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���U�H�V�W���R�I���V�R�F�L�D�O���O�L�I�H���´ States maintain order by 

exerting power over their citizens through the imposition and collection of taxes, establishing, 

�D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���F�R�Q�V�W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�����F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶��rights and duties towards the state and each other, and by 

categorizing citizens on the basis of age, sex, religion, productivity, and health status, a power 

that only increased within states during the twentieth century. The Confederacy possessed and 

acted on all of these powers, solidifying its status as a state, but there was much debate within its 

borders over whether or not it was a nation, what Gellner terms �³�W�K�H���D�U�W�L�I�D�F�W�V���R�I���P�H�Q�¶�V��

�F�R�Q�Y�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���V�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�W�L�H�V�´ which coalesce into a shared culture by way of �³�D��

system of ideas and signs and associations and ways of behaving and communicating.�´20 For 

protective nationalists, the construction of the Confederate state was merely the means by which 

they would create a nation that united southerners�¶���F�R�Q�Y�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V not through laws, 

but through an intangible shared culture.  

To make the Confederate nation a reality, to forge a nation whose life transcended the 

�O�L�Y�H�V���R�I���L�W�V���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�����W�K�H�\���P�H�O�G�H�G���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V�����Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P as 

cogs moving the gears of the greater national machine. They advocated a total devotion to the 

                                                 
19 Nicholas and Peter Onuf, Nations, Markets and War: Modern History and the American Civil War 
(Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2006), 282, 318, 325. 
20 Ernest Gellner, Nations and Nationalism, 2nd ed. (Oxford: Blackwell, 2006), 4, 6; Montserrat Guibernau, 
Nationalisms: The Nation-State and Nationalism in the Twentieth Century (Cambridge: Polity Press, 1996), 58. 
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state by its component parts through the mustering of all human and material resources to work 

towards the singular goal of achieving Confederate economic, social, and cultural independence. 

This idea in part stemmed from the French republican writer Emmanuel Joseph Sieyès, who 

�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���W�K�D�W���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���K�X�P�D�Q���S�D�U�W�V���S�O�D�\�H�G���D���U�R�O�H���L�Q���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���K�H�D�O�W�K���R�I���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

body, an idea that became a core feature of modern nationalism. As Gellner notes, categories of 

�S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���L�Q���D�Q�\���J�L�Y�H�Q���W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\���E�H�F�R�P�H���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���³�L�I���D�Q�G���Z�K�Hn the members of the category firmly 

recognize certain natural rights and duties to each other in virtue of their shared membership in 

�L�W�´���D�V���³�P�X�W�X�D�O�O�\���V�X�E�V�W�L�W�X�W�D�E�O�H���D�W�R�P�L�]�H�G���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���´21 �)�R�U���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V�����V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q�H�U�V�¶��

�³�U�L�J�K�W�V���D�Q�G���G�X�W�L�H�V�´���H�Q�Wailed total dedication to the virtuous goal of Confederate independence. 

Achieving total dedication to the cause meant making the protective nationalist ideal a 

reality through concrete actions, which involved Mississippians making material sacrifices for 

�W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W�H�U���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���J�R�R�G�����7�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�¶�V���E�L�U�W�K���L�Q���Z�D�U���R�Q�O�\���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���O�H�J�L�W�L�P�L�]�H�G���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G���I�R�U��

sacrifice in the eyes of protective nationalists. As Quigley observes, throughout the modern 

world, war has been a force for transforming the relationships between nation-states and their 

�F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�����7�K�H���G�H�P�D�Q�G�V���R�I���Z�D�U�W�L�P�H���P�R�E�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�V�����³�K�D�Y�H���F�D�X�V�H�G���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V���W�R��

demand even greater commitment from their citizens �± �L�Q���W�K�H���I�R�U�P���R�I���P�R�Q�H�\�����O�R�\�D�O�W�\�����D�Q�G���O�L�I�H���´��

In the Confederacy, war-induced suffer�L�Q�J���³�K�H�O�S�H�G���G�H�I�L�Q�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V�¶���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

�U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�´���E�\���L�Q�M�H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���³�L�G�H�D�O���R�I���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�D�F�U�L�I�L�F�H�´���L�Q�W�R���D�O�O���D�V�S�H�F�W�V���R�I���G�D�L�O�\���O�L�I�H��22 Thus, 

planters should prioritize staples over commercial crops to feed the army and civilians. Civilians 

should wear homespun rather than purchase clothing and other goods from the North because 

doing so funded the Union war machine and undermined Confederate economic self-sufficiency. 

Merchants should renounce profits and instead sell to the government and civilians for fixed 

                                                 
21 Onuf and Onuf, Nations, Markets and War, 311, 331, 144-149; Gellner, Nations and Nationalism, 6-7, 56.  
22 Quigley, Shifting Grounds, 173, 200, 213.  
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prices in order to keep the war effort going. Southerners must use only Confederate legal tender 

�L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�X�U�U�H�Q�F�\�¶�V���Y�D�O�X�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���V�K�R�X�O�G���Q�H�Y�H�U���V�Z�H�D�U���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q��Oath 

of Allegiance. In the most solemn of sacrifices, Confederate soldiers had to be willing to die for 

�W�K�H�L�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H�����,�Q���D���Y�H�U�\���U�H�D�O���V�H�Q�V�H�����W�R�W�D�O���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���F�D�X�V�H���P�H�D�Q�W���Z�K�D�W��

�-�H�I�I�H�U�V�R�Q���'�D�Y�L�V���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���L�W���P�H�D�Q�W�����W�K�D�W���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���³willing to sacrifice everything, 

even th�H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�V�����W�R���W�K�H���J�R�D�O���R�I���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���´23  

When the Union army brought war directly to the state in 1862, however, it also brought 

with it all of the hardships that Davis noted Mississippi had not yet faced. In light of wartime 

circumstances, m�D�Q�\���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q���D�Q�G���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶��

�Z�D�Y�H�U�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�����D�Q�G���L�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�����W�K�H�\���H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���S�R�O�L�F�H��

powers in order to enforce loyalty to the cause. The United States government also desired a total 

commitment to its cause, and similarly expanded its state apparatuses to enforce it. These 

wartime attempts to weld the people to the nation, often through coercive means like 

conscription and arrest, have led historians to conclude that the Civil War effectively created the 

modern American nation-state.24 Scholars view the Confederate state as especially strong. 

�6�W�H�S�K�D�Q�L�H���0�F�&�X�U�U�\�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����Z�U�L�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���³�L�Q���W�H�U�P�V���R�I���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���V�W�D�W�H���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V�����D�Q�G��

especially the mobilization of national material and human resources, the C.S.A. was far more 

�V�W�D�W�L�V�W���D�Q�G���P�R�G�H�U�Q���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�S�D�U�W���L�Q���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���´25 

                                                 
23 Jefferson Davis, Speech at Jackson, Mississippi, December 26, 1862, in Crist, et al. eds., Papers of Jefferson 
Davis, Vol. 8, 567. 
24 For studies that argue that the Civil War created the modern American nation-state, see Emory Thomas, The 
Confederacy as a Revolutionary Experience (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1971); Richard 
Franklin Bensel, Yankee Leviathan: The Origins of Central State Authority in America, 1859-1877 (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1990); Onuf and  Onuf, Nations, Markets and War;  Melinda Lawson, Patriot Fires: 
Forging a New American Nationalism in the Civil War North (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2002); 
Stephanie McCurry, Confederate Reckoning: Power and Politics in the Civil War South (Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press, 2010); David Goldfield, America Aflame: How the Civil War Created a Nation (New York: 
Bloomsbury, 2011). 
25 McCurry, Confederate Reckoning, 153. 
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�$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���L�W���P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���W�K�H���F�D�V�H���W�K�D�W���L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�����³�W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���V�L�P�S�O�\���R�X�W��

�W�K�H�U�H�����L�W���Z�D�V���L�Q�V�L�G�H���H�Y�H�U�\���K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G���´���W�Kat it achieved the capacity to maintain a nearly 

ubiquitous presence did not mean that it succeeded in the goal that legitimized such 

omnipresence.26 Citing sociologist Michael Mann, William Novak lists two forms of state power. 

�7�K�H���I�L�U�V�W�����G�H�V�S�R�W�L�F���S�R�Z�H�U�����³refers to the organizational capacity of state elites to rule unchecked 

�E�\���R�W�K�H�U���F�H�Q�W�H�U�V���R�I���S�R�Z�H�U���R�U���E�\���F�L�Y�L�O���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���´���7�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G�����L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O���S�R�Z�H�U�����L�V���³�W�K�H���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H��

�F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���W�R���µ�S�H�Q�H�W�U�D�W�H���F�L�Y�L�O���V�R�F�L�H�W�\�¶���D�Q�G���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W a given 

�W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\���´���1�R�Y�D�N���D�U�J�X�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���G�H�V�S�R�W�L�F���S�R�Z�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q��

historically very limited, its infrastructural power, evidenced in the major roles the national and 

�V�W�D�W�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V�¶���K�D�Y�H���S�O�D�\�H�G���L�Q���O�D�Q�G���D�F�T�X�L�V�L�W�L�R�Q�����F�U�H�D�W�L�Qg public infrastructure, building up 

national defense, the increased regulation of economic activity, and the increased ability to 

�S�R�O�L�F�H���L�W�V���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�U�\�����K�D�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V���E�H�H�Q���V�W�U�R�Q�J�����U�H�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J���X�Q�W�H�Q�D�E�O�H���F�O�D�L�P�V���R�I���D���³�Z�H�D�N�´���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q��

state. Civil War historians have reached similar conclusions regarding the wartime Confederate 

�V�W�D�W�H�����D�U�J�X�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���L�W�V���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���L�W���W�R���E�H���³�L�Q�V�L�G�H���H�Y�H�U�\���K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G���´���6�X�F�K���D��

conclusion, however, does not distinguish means from ends. Although the Confederacy did have 

an impressive infrastructural capacity, historians should ask what goals motivated such an 

expansion of state powers, and they should further ask whether such an expansion allowed the 

state to achieve its goals.27     

The justification for the expanded state was to enforce national loyalty, because only a 

fully-dedicated population willing to sacrifice everything to the cause could win a war that, in the 

minds of protective nationalists, required such a total sacrifice. As fire-eating Mississippi senator 

Albert Gallatin Brown stated before congress in 1863, �³�Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H�V�����F�R�P�S�R�V�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V��

                                                 
26 McCurry, Confederate Reckoning, 156. 
27 �:�L�O�O�L�D�P���-�����1�R�Y�D�N�����³�7�K�H���0�\�W�K���R�I���W�K�H���µ�:�H�D�N�¶���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���6�W�D�W�H���´��American Historical Review 113 (June 2008): 763. 
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Confederacy, delegated to this central government the exclusive right and power to make war, 

they necessarily gave with it all the rights and powers incidentally necessary to make the war 

grant efficient and effective.�´��28 For the Confederate government, enforcement of total national 

�O�R�\�D�O�W�\���Z�D�V���E�R�W�K���W�K�H���P�H�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���H�Q�G�����7�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���F�O�H�D�U���H�Q�G���J�R�D�O���Z�D�V���W�R���Z�L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�U����

and by extension, independence.  But to do this, the population needed to be totally loyal, and the 

only way to do this was to enforce allegiance. For protective nationalists like Brown, enforcing 

�D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�D�W�H�G���D�Q���H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���S�R�O�L�F�H���S�R�Z�H�U�V���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���P�D�N�H���L�W�V���Z�D�U-making 

�F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���³�H�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H���´���,�Q���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H���R�I���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H��

�O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V���V�W�\�P�L�H�G���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�V���W�R���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H���W�R�W�D�O���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���L�Q���L�W�V���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V�����7�K�H��

�V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���I�D�L�O�X�U�H���L�Q���W�K�L�V���D�W�W�H�P�S�W���U�H�Y�H�D�O�H�G���W�K�D�W�����L�Q���D���F�U�X�F�L�D�O���V�H�Q�V�H�����W�K�H���V�W�U�Rng infrastructural nation 

state was not that strong, because it could not achieve the paramount goal of loyalty enforcement 

that was the very justification for its expanded powers. 

�7�K�L�V���V�W�X�G�\�����W�K�H�Q�����L�V���O�H�V�V���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���Z�D�U�¶�V���R�X�W�F�R�P�H���W�K�D�Q���E�\���W�K�H���S�U�R�Fess by which 

it unfolded. Rather than attempt to discern why the Confederacy lost the war, it instead 

emphasizes what the experiences of its participants reveal about the influence of the nation-state 

in the era of nationalism that was the nineteenth century, and how this influence shaped the 

development of the twentieth century American state.29 It argues that in order to better 

understand how the Civil War impacted those who experienced it, as well to gain a clearer 

picture of how the war shaped the trajectory of American history, historians would do well to 

�U�H�M�H�F�W���Q�L�Q�H�W�H�H�Q�W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V�¶���F�O�D�L�P�V���W�K�D�W���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���L�V���³�W�K�H���V�X�S�U�H�P�H���I�R�U�P���R�I���O�H�J�D�O��

                                                 
28 Albert Gallatin Brown, �'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�����������������������³�6�W�D�W�H���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���6�S�H�H�F�K���L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���6�H�Q�D�W�H���´��
Documenting the American South. Electronic Edition. Southern Historical Collection. University Library, University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1999  http://docsouth.unc.edu/imls/cotton/cotton.html. (Accessed September 24, 
2009). 
29 For studies that cast the Civil War as fitting within the greater nineteenth-century era of nationalist revolutions, 
see Fleche, The Revolution of 1861, and Quigley, Shifting Grounds. 
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�D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���L�Q���W�K�H���P�R�G�H�U�Q���Z�R�U�O�G���´���6�F�K�R�O�D�U�V���K�D�Y�H���W�D�F�L�W�O�\���D�V�V�X�P�H�G���W�K�D�W��

nationalism was the paramount motivator of people during the Civil War, even when they 

highlight the complicated influence of other loyalties on human behavior. This stance is, in part, 

informed by hindsight �± the knowledge that the war was a monumental historical event with 

profound future implications. Therefore, those who lived through it must have weighed their 

daily behavior according to its implications for one side or the other. Americans North and South 

were well-�D�Z�D�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���Z�D�U�¶�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�F�H�����E�X�W���W�K�H�\���Dlso lived it on a day-to-day basis. 

Unsure of it how it would ultimately progress and end, they could not necessarily conceive of 

�K�R�Z���W�K�H�L�U���H�Y�H�U�\���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���D�Q�G���D�F�W�L�R�Q���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���X�V�H�G���W�R���D�V�V�H�V�V���W�K�H���Z�D�U�¶�V���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�����)�R�U���W�K�H�P����

even the lived experience of wartime did not color all of their actions with nationalist hues, as 

multiple loyalties that were separate from nationalism continued to guide their behavior. 

Understanding the influence of loyalty layers allows for a more skeptical approach to nineteenth 

century claims of nationalist supremacy which, in turn, explains the wartime nation-�V�W�D�W�H�¶�V��

limited ability to command total allegiance from its citizens.  

�*�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D���E�H�W�W�H�U���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P�¶�V���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�����R�U���O�D�F�N���W�K�H�U�H�R�I�����R�Q��

Mississippians specifically and southerners in general during the Civil War also allows historians 

to make better sense of the often perplexing mix of change and continuity that defined the war 

and its long, contentious aftermath. This approach to nationalism explains why the war created 

two political nation-states but could not sever established socio-economic ties. It makes sense of 

how it spawned new national armies whose members were still susceptible to the influence of 

localized allegiances. Finally, an approach that considers nationalism as one among many co-

existing loyalties further illuminates why the war could abolish slavery, but could not extinguish 
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the racial conflict that continued to rage in its aftermath and eventually shaped the course of 

Reconstruction.     

Each chapter highlights a different way t�K�D�W���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V��

�F�R�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�H�G���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V�¶���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�V���W�R���I�R�V�W�H�U���D�Q�G���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H���W�R�W�D�O���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���W�R���W�K�H��

�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U�����&�K�D�S�W�H�U�������I�R�F�X�V�H�V���R�Q���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���U�H�D�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���$�E�U�D�K�D�P��

�/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�¶�V���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���L�G�H�D���R�I �S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���W�K�D�W���I�X�H�O�O�H�G���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���H�Q�W�K�X�V�L�D�V�W�L�F��

mobilization for war in 1860 and 1861. Promoted by fire-eating leaders like Senator Albert 

Gallatin Brown and Governor John Pettus, a pro-secession atmosphere gripped the populace and 

rendered treasonous any kind of suspected dissent. Rather than argue that Mississippians were 

overwhelmingly supportive of secession and the Confederacy, this chapter contends that 

secession and the prospect of war with the North created a heightened patriotic environment that 

made many Mississippians temporarily embrace protective nationalism. Its influence on 

Mississippians, however, was ultimately fleeting: as war became reality, other loyalties re-

asserted their influence alongside a nationalism that could not totally overtake them. 

Looking at the years 1862-1865, Chapter 2 explores how the war and Union occupation 

led Mississippians to act on multiple loyalties even as Confederate partisans in both the military, 

and the state and federal governments, used nationalist language �W�R���M�X�G�J�H���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U����

�S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\���W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q�W�R���W�H�V�W�V���R�I���D�Q���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�¶�V��allegiance to one side or the 

other. The chapter examines situations such as swearing the Union oath, life under Union 

military rule, and the conflict between securing personal property and donating it to the 

Confederate war effort, especially among planters. Confederate authorities further complicated 

�F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V�¶���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���W�R���8�Q�L�R�Q���R�F�F�X�S�L�H�U�V���E�\���D�F�F�X�V�L�Q�J���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���R�I���W�U�H�D�V�R�Q���D�Q�G���H�V�S�L�R�Q�D�J�H�����7�K�H�V�H��
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day-to-day conflicts over national allegiance show that the ideals of protective nationalism 

�S�U�R�Y�H�G���G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W���W�R���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H���R�Q���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G�����Z�K�H�U�H���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V���D�O�V�R���G�U�R�Y�H���S�H�R�S�O�H�V�¶���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U������ 

Chapter 3 focuses on the contraband trade between Mississippians and the Union army 

from 1862-1865 and the effect that it had on conceptions of national loyalty. Initially, the 

Confederate government banned trade with the North, claiming that it stifled southern economic 

independence. Yet, when key southern commercial cities like Memphis and Vicksburg fell to the 

Union, Mississippians immediately began exchanging cotton and other goods at Union lines for 

manufactured articles and raw commodities. Confederate civil and military authorities debated 

amongst themselves over whether the trade was treasonous and to be squelched, or whether it 

could be beneficial by supplying Mississippians with much-needed goods. Far from simply 

denoting treason or loyalty, the contraband trade demonstrated how multiple allegiances 

informed Mississippians behavior, and it also revealed a crucial thread of continuity during the 

Civil War through the maintaining of long-established market ties between North and South. 

Chapter 4 examines deserters and absentees who unleashed waves of crime and violence 

in Mississippi, and soldiers and civilians who requested military exemptions, claiming they could 

better serve the Confederacy at home than in the army. Both situations reveal that Mississippians 

distinguished home from nation. Despite scholarly claims that Confederates deserted to protect 

hearth and home, this chapter connects desertion to banditry that harked back to the 

Revolutionary War, when wartime chaos drove detached military units to commit criminal acts. 

The collapse of �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V social order spurred Confederate deserters to engage in 

opportunistic collective violence. Pre-war group loyalties influenced deserters during the conflict 

and sustained their destructive behavior, but the war also created new gang loyalties, which 

expanded outside of partisan boxes. Besides desertion, soldiers also demonstrated the continued 
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importance of pre-war attachments through shirking, absenteeism and exemptions, actions which 

civilians encouraged and supported, thereby distinguishing the local from the national.  

Differing notions of loyalty among slaves and slaveholders from 1860-1865 are the 

subject of Chapter 5. This chapter highlights how the internal war between Mississippi slaves 

and slaveholders, which had simmered during the antebellum era, was escalated by the Union 

�D�U�P�\�¶�V���D�U�U�L�Y�D�O���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���L�Q��������������Slaveholders insisted that their slaves only express an 

unconditional servile loyalty to their masters, which was the basis of the master-slave 

relationship. Slaves, however, rejected this forced servility and embraced multiple conceptions of 

freedom by acting on loyalties to self, family, neighborhood, and nation that they had forged 

while in bondage, and which enabled them to envision what constituted freedom as a lived 

experience during and after the war. As the Union army marched through the state, many slaves 

ran to their lines, demonstrating how freedom for them meant physical separation from their 

masters. Others remained on their plantations and farms, where they contested white authority by 

refusing to work, claiming white-dominated spaces for themselves, and in some cases, attacking 

�W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q�H�U�V�����6�W�L�O�O���R�W�K�H�U���V�O�D�Y�H�V���U�H�M�H�F�W�H�G���V�O�D�Y�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V�¶���S�R�Z�H�U���E�\���D�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���V�S�\�L�Q�J���I�R�U���D�Q�G���I�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J��

for the Union. Although blacks shared a collective desire to escape from the forced servility of 

white mastery, once emancipated they embraced different views that associated with freedom 

with land ownership, property rights, and wage labor. In these cases, their different antebellum 

experiences as slaves shaped their visions of what constituted post-war freedom. In response to 

�V�O�D�Y�H�V�¶���P�D�V�V���U�H�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Z�K�L�W�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\�����V�O�D�Y�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V���L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�I�L�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�V���W�R���K�R�O�G���E�O�D�F�N�V���L�Q��

bondage. They continued to insist that African Americans could only be loyal to the white master 

class, and even after the war ended, they vowed to continue to enforce black servility.  
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�7�K�H���(�S�L�O�R�J�X�H���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�\���E�\���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�Q�J���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���S�R�V�W-war period 

of mid to late 1865, focusing on the Christmas rebellion of that year in order to demonstrate how 

white Mississippians continued their attempts to uphold the racial hierarchy and how blacks 

�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���W�R���U�H�M�H�F�W���Z�K�L�W�H���G�R�P�L�Q�D�Q�F�H�����D���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H���Z�K�L�F�K���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���W�R���G�R�P�L�Q�D�W�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V��

socio-political landscape through Reconstruction and beyond. As Union victory became 

associated with the specter of equal rights for African-Americans, white Mississippians 

continually acted on racial loyalties, fed by the pre-war desire to maintain local control of freed 

blacks. In Mississippi, Union forces won the war but could not suppress this loyalty, which 

exerted a powerful influence over defeated Confederate soldiers and southern civilians. 

This study begins with the fever of secession that spread across Mississippi in the 

�D�I�W�H�U�P�D�W�K���R�I���$�E�U�D�K�D�P���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�¶�V��election in November, 1860. Many in the state called for the 

formation of a new, independent southern Confederacy that would fulfill the dreams of the 

American Founding Fathers, and take its rightful place among the great powers in world history. 

The task of building such a nation amidst a civil war would have greater implications not only 

for Mississippi, but for the broader course of American history.  
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Chapter One�����³�,�W���6�H�H�P�V���W�R���P�H���D���&�R�Q�W�H�V�W���R�I���3�D�V�V�L�R�Q�����Q�R�W���5�H�D�V�R�Q���´���6�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����:�D�U���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
Roots of Protective Nationalism 

 
In December 1860, West Point, Mississippi resident Roxana Gerdine told her sister, 

�(�P�L�O�\�����D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���H�[�F�L�W�H�P�H�Q�W���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���K�H�U���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���Z�L�W�K�G�U�D�Z�D�O���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q�����³�7�K�H��

people in this section of country are all of one idea. Secession is the talk in the streets, houses, 

�S�X�O�S�L�W�V�����D�Q�G���H�Y�H�U�\�Z�K�H�U�H�����D�Q�G���,���K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W���W�K�H���O�H�D�V�W���G�R�X�E�W���E�X�W���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���Z�L�O�O���G�R���L�W���´���V�K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����%�\��

May of 1861, Mississippi Governor John Pettus requested that President Jefferson Davis send 

Federal payments �W�R���I�X�Q�G���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���W�U�R�R�S�V�¶���G�H�P�D�Q�G���I�R�U���F�D�P�S���V�X�S�S�O�L�H�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�G���D�O�U�H�D�G�\��

�G�U�D�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���W�U�H�D�V�X�U�\�����³�6�X�I�I�L�F�H���L�W���W�R���V�D�\���´���3�H�W�W�X�V���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�D�O�O���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���L�V���L�Q���D���I�H�Y�H�U���W�R���J�H�W��

to the field, and hail an order to march as the greatest favor you can bestow on them, and if you 

�W�D�N�H���W�K�H���I�L�H�O�G���W�K�H�\���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���E�H���U�H�V�W�U�D�L�Q�H�G���´1 Both Gerdine, a civilian, and Pettus, a state official, 

recognized how Mississippians were swept up in a protective nationalist atmosphere, fostered by 

secession and war, which advocated a total collective devotion of resources and energy towards 

�W�K�H���Q�H�Z���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�¶�V���E�L�G���I�R�U���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q�����7�K�L�V���D�O�O-consuming nationalism 

left little space for other loyalties, and its goal of molding citizens into wholly dedicated patriots 

defined �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U�� 

�7�K�L�V���F�K�D�S�W�H�U���I�R�F�X�V�H�V���R�Q���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���U�H�D�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���$�E�U�D�K�D�P���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�¶�V���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���K�R�Z��

�W�K�H���L�G�H�D���R�I���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���I�X�H�O�O�H�G���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���H�Q�W�K�X�V�L�D�V�W�L�F���P�R�E�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���Z�D�U���I�U�R�P������������

to early 1862. Promoted by fire-eaters like Albert Gallatin Brown and John Pettus, a pro-

secession atmosphere gripped the populace and equated dissent from secession with treason. 

                                                 
1 Roxana Chapin Gerdine to Emily McKinstry Chapin, December 16, 1860, Roxana Chapin Gerdine Collection, 
Digital Collections, Civil War Archive, J.D. Williams Library, University of Mississippi, Oxford, Mississippi  
http://clio.lib.olemiss.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/civil_war&CISOPTR=1654&REC=12 (Accessed 
December 5, 2011. Hereafter cited as UMDC); United States War Department, comp., The War of the Rebellion: 
Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, 130 vols. (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 
1880-1901), ser. 4, vol. 1, pg. 277 (hereafter cited as OR). 
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Residents who questioned the economic and political wisdom of immediate secession found 

themselves in the minority. Voting booths became sites of pro-secessionist intimidation, and 

secessionist vigilance committees patrolled counties intimidating Unionists and conservatives. 

Mississippians, however, were not so much overwhelmingly supportive of secession and the 

Confederacy as they were swept up in a heightened nationalist atmosphere. Independence and 

the prospect of war led them to temporarily embrace a new national loyalty above other 

allegiances, especially when the enemy army had yet to cross onto Mississippi soil and the 

deprivations of war had yet to be experienced. Even before hostilities broke out, the prospect of 

civil war demanded this new and total dedication to the state, the ideal of which, however 

unrealistic, became a hallmark of modern American wars. This nationalist fervor, however, did 

not last. By mid-1862 the Union army had invaded and war became a reality. In light of war-

induced hardships, micro loyalties re-asserted their influence. Mississippians continued to act on 

pre-war attachments that were often unrelated to national loyalties, but which protective 

nationalist civilians and government officials, who wanted to impose on the public an unrealistic 

ideal of total national devotion to the cause, interpreted as treasonous behavior.  

�$�G�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���D�V���D���V�O�D�Y�H���V�W�D�W�H���L�Q���������������0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�V���V�S�D�Z�Q�H�G��

a political culture characterized by a preference for individual independence, upholding personal 

honor within tight-knit communities, and reactionary stances towards outside threats. Following 

�W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V�¶���V�R�X�W�K�Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���Y�L�F�W�R�U�L�H�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���:�D�U���R�I�������������D�Q�G���W�K�H���J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�G���I�U�H�H��

navigation of the lower Mississippi River, a flood of new migrants came to the territory. Most of 

the population centered in the southwestern Natchez District along the Mississippi River, where 

wealthy planters dominated state politics and expanded their trade connections with the north. 

The acquisition of millions of acres of Indian lands in the 1820s through the 1830s added 
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thousands more migrants from other southern states and the Atlantic seaboard. These migrants 

settled in newly-formed counties throughout the state, and brought with them the Jeffersonian 

ideal of the independent yeoman. Responding to this shift in population, in 1832 the state 

adopted a more democratic constitution, embracing the Jacksonian concept of universal white 

male suffrage, even as planters continued to control state politics. At the same time, the Second 

Party System took hold on the heels of rapid immigration and economic development. The large 

population of small farmers and laborers continued to identify as Jacksonian Democrats, while 

many bankers, merchants, �D�Q�G���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V���V�L�G�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���:�K�L�J���3�D�U�W�\�����V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���+�H�Q�U�\���&�O�D�\�¶�V��

American System of Federally-subsidized internal improvements, a national bank, and the 

promotion of American industry.2 

�6�O�D�Y�H�U�\���Z�D�V���Z�R�Y�H�Q���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���I�D�E�U�L�F���R�I���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���D�V���D���V�W�D�W�H�����,�Q�G�H�H�G�����W�K�H��

territory out of which the state emerged had been essentially donated to planters through the 

promotion of the Jeffersonian Land System, which encouraged the rapid cultivation of western 

lands into commercial agricultural property tilled by virtuous yeomen. The Land Ordinance of 

1785, however, set the stage for the transformation of the Deep South into a region dominated by 

slaveholding planters. Enacted by the Continental Congress, the ordinance imposed a rectangular 

survey of valuable western lands to be divided for purchase and settlement by private citizens. 

By 1812, the Federal government had sold nearly a half a million acres of public land in the 

Mississippi Territory, mostly to wealthy planters who could afford to place money on land 

�E�H�I�R�U�H���D�F�W�X�D�O���V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�X�V�����D�V���$�G�D�P���5�R�W�K�P�D�Q���Z�U�L�W�H�V�����W�K�H���3�X�E�O�L�F���/�D�Q�G���6�\�V�W�H�P���³�I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�H��

spread of the plantation system in the Deep South just as a burgeoning cotton economy increased 

                                                 
2 Westley F. Busbee Jr., Mississippi: A History (Wheeling, Illinois: Harlan Davidson, 2005), 89-90; Christopher J. 
Olsen, Political Culture and Secession in Mississippi: Masculinity, Honor, and the Antiparty Tradition, 1830-1860 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 17; Ben Wynne, �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U�����$���1�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���+�L�V�W�R�U�\ (Macon, 
GA: Mercer University Press, 2006), 3-7. 
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�W�K�H���Y�D�O�X�H���R�I���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�U�R�I�L�W�V���W�R���E�H���H�D�U�Q�H�G���I�U�R�P���V�O�D�Y�H���O�D�E�R�U���´���$�W���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V������������

Constitutional Convention, wealthy representatives from the established plantation districts held 

sway over the proceedings, enacting a state constitution that firmly protected slavery, a measure 

�X�S�K�H�O�G���E�\���W�K�H���P�R�U�H���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�]�L�Q�J���&�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���R�I���������������&�R�W�W�R�Q���H�P�H�U�J�H�G���D�V���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���P�D�M�R�U��

crop by the early nineteenth century, and its growth and influence in turn increased white 

�I�D�U�P�H�U�V�¶���U�H�O�L�D�Q�F�H���R�Q���V�O�D�Y�H���O�D�E�R�U���W�R���K�D�U�Y�H�V�W���W�K�H���Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H���F�U�R�S��3   

Slavery became intimately entwined within state politics, as politicians asserted the right 

�W�R���R�Z�Q���V�O�D�Y�H�V���D�V���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F��and social fabric. Within the general consensus 

of pro-�V�O�D�Y�H�U�\���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���H�P�H�U�J�H�G���D���Y�R�F�D�O���P�L�Q�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���H�[�W�U�H�P�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���U�L�J�K�W�V���S�U�R�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�V�����R�U���I�L�U�H-

eaters. These radicals flexed their political muscles during the Nullification Crisis of 1832-1833, 

during which �6�R�X�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D�¶�V���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���O�H�D�G�H�U�V���S�U�R�W�H�V�W�H�G���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���W�D�U�L�I�I�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\��

�E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���Z�H�U�H���H�[�F�H�V�V�L�Y�H�����/�H�G���E�\���8���6�����6�H�Q�D�W�R�U���-�R�K�Q���&�����&�D�O�K�R�X�Q�����6�R�X�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D�¶�V���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H��

claimed the right to nullify any federal law it deemed unconstitutional or harmful to �W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V��

interests. Should the federal government not accept this stance, Calhoun argued that a state had 

�W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���W�R���V�H�F�H�G�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q�����(�Y�H�Q���D�V���P�D�Q�\���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V���V�\�P�S�D�W�K�L�]�H�G���Z�L�W�K���&�D�O�K�R�X�Q�¶�V��

position, they admired president Andrew Jackson, who opposed nullification, as a rugged 

�I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U�V�P�D�Q���Z�K�R���K�D�G���F�O�H�D�U�H�G���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���O�D�Q�G�V���I�R�U���Z�K�L�W�H���V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���V�W�R�R�G���I�R�U���W�K�H��

�F�R�P�P�R�Q���P�D�Q�¶�V���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\�����7�K�X�V�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�����D�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���U�H�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�����E�D�F�N�H�G���W�K�H��

federal government over South Carolina, but a loud minority within Mississippi politics 

supported Calhoun, denouncing the tariff as an affront to southern interests and asserting the 

inalienable right of secession. These Mississippi nullifiers, led by two-�W�H�U�P���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U���D�Q�G���V�W�D�W�H�V�¶��

                                                 
3 Adam Rothman, Slave Country: American Expansion and the Origins of the Deep South (Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press, 2005), 38-45, 174, quote on 45; Busbee Jr., Mississippi: A History, 74, 85. 
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rights ideologue, John Quitman, specialized in using slavery as a wedge issue, claiming that any 

�R�X�W�V�L�G�H���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�V���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�H�G���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�¶�V���S�H�F�X�O�L�D�U���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q��4 

�7�K�H���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�K�U�H�D�W�V���W�R���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\���S�U�R�Y�H�G���D�Q���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���W�R�R�O���I�R�U���V�W�D�W�H�V�¶���U�L�J�K�W�V��

radicals to unite white Mississippians through a common interest. Liberty in the antebellum 

�6�R�X�W�K���Z�D�V���E�X�L�O�W���R�Q���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���R�I���³�K�H�U�U�H�Q�Y�R�O�N���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\���´���Z�K�L�F�K���K�H�O�G���W�K�D�W��

despite their inequality in property and status, all white men were equal in their shared 

domination over blacks. This concept offered a clear contrast between the free and un-free, as 

slaveholding and non-slaveholding whites alike measured their liberty against the millions of 

slaves that surrounded them. Poor and Yeomen whites recognized a common kinship with 

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V���D�Q�G���I�H�D�U�H�G���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���E�O�D�F�N�V���I�R�U���O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���O�D�E�R�U���L�Q���W�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W���R�I��

�V�O�D�Y�H�U�\�¶�V���D�E�R�O�Ltion�����7�K�X�V�����K�H�U�U�H�Q�Y�R�O�N���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\���P�D�G�H���Z�K�L�W�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V���V�X�V�F�H�S�W�L�E�O�H���W�R���³�X�V��

�Y�V�����W�K�H�P�´���V�W�\�O�H�V���R�I���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���G�H�P�D�J�R�J�X�H�U�\�����%�\���������������0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�Si had more enslaved blacks than it 

�G�L�G���Z�K�L�W�H�V�����D�Q���L�P�E�D�O�D�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���U�H�P�D�L�Q�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���H�Y�H���R�I���W�K�H���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U�����6�W�D�W�H�¶�V���U�L�J�K�W�V���U�D�G�L�F�D�O�V��

�H�[�S�O�R�L�W�H�G���W�K�H���I�H�D�U���R�I���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\�¶�V���L�P�S�H�U�L�O�H�G���V�W�D�W�X�V���W�R���U�D�O�O�\���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���J�R�D�O���R�I��

securing protection for, and expansion of, the institution even if doing so meant disunion.5 

Mississippi first flirted with secession in 1850, following U.S. victory in the Mexican 

War. In 1846, Pennsylvania congressman David Wilmot introduced an amendment to an 

appropriations bill banning slavery from territories won from Mexico. Mississippi governor 

Joseph Matthews labeled the so-called Wilmot Proviso, and any other attempts to ban slavery 

from new states or territories, as unconstitutional and possible grounds for secession. The 

                                                 
4 Busbee Jr., Mississippi: A History, 90-91; Wynne, �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U, 6-9. All factions in southern politics 
used slavery as a political wedge issue, though the nullifiers exploited it to an exceptional degree. See William J. 
Cooper, The South and the Politics of Slavery, 1828-1856 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1978).  
5 William W. Freehling, The Road to Disunion. Vol. II, Secessionists Triumphant, 1854-1861 (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2007), 16; William J. Cooper Jr., Liberty and Slavery: Southern Politics to 1860 (1983, Repr., 
�&�R�O�X�P�E�L�D�����8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���6�R�X�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D���3�U�H�V�V�������������������������������������,�Q���������������0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���I�U�H�H���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R�W�D�O�H�G��
295,718 (48.8 percent) to a slave population of 309,874 (51.2 percent). In 1860, the free population was 353,899 
(44.8 percent) compared to 436,631 (55.2) enslaved, Wynne, �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U, 13.  
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Wilmot Proviso never became law, but in conjunction with the Compromise of 1850, which 

�D�G�P�L�W�W�H�G���&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D���W�R���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���D�V���D���I�U�H�H���V�W�D�W�H�����L�W���H�P�E�R�O�G�H�Q�H�G���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���U�L�J�K�W�V���H�[�W�U�H�P�L�V�W�V��

like Calhoun, who called for a united southern resistance to northern threats t�R���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\�¶�V��

�H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q�����,�Q���0�D�\���������������W�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�G���W�R���&�D�O�K�R�X�Q�¶�V���F�D�O�O���E�\���V�H�Q�G�L�Q�J��

delegates to a slave-state convention in Nashville, Tennessee, held in June 1850, to frame a 

united response to northern belligerence. In the meantime, sectional issues dominated 

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V�������������H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����V�W�D�W�H�¶�V��rights Democrat John Quitman sailed to the governorship, 

replacing the retiring Matthews, and Democrats won control of both state houses. The new 

legislature enacted resolutions opposing congressional antislavery bills and appropriated 

$200,000 for additional domestic defense. When the Nashville Convention convened in June 

1850, however, moderates led by Mississippi judge William Sharkey outnumbered fire-eaters 

and rejected secession. Following the Nashville decision, Quitman organized a state convention 

to vote on secession in the fall of 1851, only to be defeated by a Unionist coalition led by 

Democratic U.S. Senator Henry Foote. When Quitman withdrew from the gubernatorial race, 

�V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���U�L�J�K�Ws Democrats replaced him with Jefferson Davis, also a federal senator, who lost to 

Foote by a slim margin. Unionists also won control of the state legislatures. In November, at the 

request of Governor-elect Foote, the state convention rejected calls for secession.6  

Despite the Unionist victory in the 1850 secession crisis, the events of the decade 

continued to fuel Mississippi fire-�H�D�W�H�U�V�¶���F�O�D�L�P�V���W�K�D�W���D�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q�L�V�W���F�R�Q�V�S�L�U�D�W�R�U�V���Z�H�U�H���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J��

�W�L�U�H�O�H�V�V�O�\���W�R���H�U�D�G�L�F�D�W�H���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\�����-�D�P�H�V���%�X�F�K�D�Q�D�Q�¶�V���Q�D�U�U�R�Z���Y�L�F�W�R�U�\���L�Q the 1856 presidential election 

�Z�D�V���O�L�W�W�O�H���V�R�O�D�F�H���W�R���U�D�G�L�F�D�O�V���Z�K�R���Y�L�H�Z�H�G���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F�D�Q���3�D�U�W�\�¶�V���V�W�U�R�Q�J���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H���D�V��

�I�X�U�W�K�H�U���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\�¶�V���L�P�S�H�U�L�O�H�G���V�W�D�W�X�V���L�Q���W�K�H���R�O�G���8�Q�L�R�Q�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���U�D�G�L�F�D�O�V���D�O�V�R��

                                                 
6 Busbee Jr., Mississippi: A History, 120-125; Bradley G. Bond, Political Culture in the Nineteenth Century South: 
Mississippi, 1830-1900 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1995), 104-108. 
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pointed to the bloody clashes between pro and anti-slavery forces in Kansas between 1854 and 

1858 as proof of the supposed determination of abolitionists to destroy the institution with either 

the saber or the ballot. In 1859, John Brown, one of the anti-slavery Kansas fighters, raided 

�+�D�U�S�H�U�¶�V���)erry, Virginia in an attempt to incite a slave insurrection. His raid terrified whites 

�D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�����K�H�O�S�H�G���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�¶���U�L�J�K�W�V���'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�V���F�R�Q�V�R�O�L�G�D�W�H���W�K�H�L�U���K�R�O�G���R�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H��

party, and swept uncompromising fire eater John Pettus to the governorship.7 

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���H�Q�W�H�U�H�G�������������V�W�H�H�S�H�G���L�Q���D���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���R�I���I�H�D�U���D�Q�G���S�D�U�D�Q�R�L�D�����:�L�W�K���3�H�W�W�X�V�¶���I�X�O�O��

�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�����6�W�D�W�H�¶�V���5�L�J�K�W�V���'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�V���U�D�O�O�L�H�G���E�H�K�L�Q�G���-�R�K�Q���%�U�H�F�N�H�Q�U�L�G�J�H�����U�L�O�L�Q�J���X�S���O�D�U�J�H���F�U�R�Z�G�V���E�\��

stoking fears of abolitionist infiltration, slave insurrection conspiracies, and the supposed 

destruction of southern culture that would follow Black Republican rule. These radicals 

embraced the ideological underpinnings of what soon became Confederate protective 

nationalism. They insisted on total devotion to one party or group as the vehicle for promoting 

�W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�¶�V���S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H�G���E�H�V�W���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���I�R�V�W�H�U�H�G���I�H�D�U�����L�Q�W�L�P�L�G�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���J�U�R�X�S-think to 

achieve and enforce this goal. The vehicle shifted rapidly, transitioning from the southern wing 

of the Democratic Party, which was staunchly pro-slavery, to the fire-eaters, who were pro-

slavery and secessionists, to finally the new southern Confederacy, but the goal of uniting all 

Mississippians indefatigably behind supposed southern interests remained the same.8 

Breckinridge supporters, and then, secessionists, relied on self-organized Minute Men 

and vigilance committees that traversed the state pressuring citizens, often through threats of 

violence, to vote for �W�K�H���'�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\�¶�V���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H��secession. In 

September 1860, while canvassing for Breckinridge in Corinth, Mississippi, Jefferson Davis 

                                                 
7 Percy Lee Rainwater, Mississippi: Storm Center of Secession, 1856-1861 (Baton Rouge, LA: Otto Claitor, 1938), 
42-47; Wynne, �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U, 15-20. 
8 William L. Barney, The Secessionist Impulse: Alabama and Mississippi in 1860 (Tuscaloosa: University of 
Alabama Press, 1974), 153, 174-177. 
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described what this type of total devotion to the party line meant for ordinary citizens. When a 

�V�S�H�F�W�D�W�R�U���L�Q�T�X�L�U�H�G���L�I���D���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���U�H�Q�G�H�U�H�G���W�U�H�D�V�R�Q�R�X�V���D�Qy continued fealty to the Union, 

�'�D�Y�L�V���D�Q�V�Z�H�U�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���Q�H�F�N���R�I���W�K�H���D�X�W�K�R�U���R�I���V�X�F�K���D�Q���L�Q�T�X�L�U�\���Z�D�V���L�Q���G�D�Q�J�H�U���R�I���K�H�P�S���´���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W��

�U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Q�J���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���O�D�Z���D�I�W�H�U���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���³�W�U�H�D�V�R�Q���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���V�R�Y�H�U�H�L�J�Q�W�\���W�R���Z�K�R�P���K�H��

�R�Z�Q�H�G���K�L�V���I�L�U�V�W���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���´���'�D�Y�L�V��further reminded the questioner that the Democratic Party 

�F�U�H�H�G���H�V�S�R�X�V�H�G���³�W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���R�I���D���6�W�D�W�H���W�R���M�X�G�J�H���L�Q���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���U�H�V�R�U�W���R�I���L�W�V���Z�U�R�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���U�H�P�H�G�L�H�V���W�R��

�E�H���D�S�S�O�L�H�G���´���D�Q�G���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���G�L�V�D�J�U�H�H�G���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���U�H�S�X�G�L�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���F�U�H�H�G���E�X�W���D�O�V�R���W�K�H���Y�H�U�\���Q�R�W�L�R�Q���R�I��

state sovereignty.9 Although the vehicle soon shifted from the Democratic Party to the 

Confederacy, Davis nonetheless described what eventually became the modus operandi of 

protective nationalism: a total dedication to the state and by extension its goals, to be 

authoritatively enforced if necessary. This vision of national loyalty left no room for other 

allegiances and aimed to squelch any perceived dissent. 

�%�U�H�F�N�H�Q�U�L�G�J�H���Z�R�Q���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���K�D�Q�G�L�O�\�����E�X�W���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�¶�V���Y�L�F�W�R�U�\���L�Q���W�K�H�������������S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O��

election was the last straw for the fire eaters, who called for the immediate withdrawal of the 

�V�W�D�W�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q�����³�,�I���Z�H���I�D�O�W�H�U���Q�R�Z���´���3�H�W�W�X�V���Z�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H�����³�Z�H���D�Q�G���R�X�U���V�R�Q�V��

must pay the penalty in future years, of bloody, if not fruitless efforts to retrieve the fallen 

�I�R�U�W�X�Q�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���´���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���³�F�X�U�V�H�G���Z�L�W�K���%�O�D�F�N���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F�D�Q���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���D�Q�G���I�U�H�H���Q�H�J�U�R��

�P�R�U�D�O�V���´���7�K�H���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H���S�U�L�Q�W�H�G���R�Y�H�U���W�H�Q-�W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G���F�R�S�L�H�V���R�I���3�H�W�W�X�V�¶���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���D�Q�G���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���W�K�H�P��

throughout the state.  Pettus and other radicals successfully infused a sense of urgency into the 

populace, and Mississippians felt in the atmosphere the crackling excitement of the birth of a 

new nation. The Daily Evening Citizen �Q�R�W�H�G���³�D���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���F�R�P�P�R�W�L�R�Q���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���´���D�Q�G��

                                                 
9 Semi-Weekly Mississippian (Jackson, MS), October 5, 1860, quoted in Lynda Laswell Crist, Mary Seaton Dix, 
eds., The Papers of Jefferson Davis, Vol. 6, 1856-1860 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1989), 364-
366. 
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�W�R�O�G���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���W�K�D�W���³�Ze of Mississippi have a great...state to defend, and now is the time to defend 

�L�W�������D���G�L�V�U�X�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���L�V���L�Q�H�Y�L�W�D�E�O�H���´���0�D�G�L�V�R�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���(�G�Z�D�U�G���7�H�U�U�\���Z�U�R�W�H���K�L�V��

�V�L�V�W�H�U���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H�U�H���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D�Q�G���L�V���V�W�L�O�O���D���J�U�H�D�W���G�H�D�O���R�I���H�[�F�L�W�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�L�V���S�D�U�W���R�I the country on 

count of the election of Lincoln���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�,���Y�R�W�H�G���I�R�U���%�U�H�F�N�L�Q�U�L�G�J�H���	���D�P���D���V�W�U�R�Q�J��disunionist. 

�7�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���G�R�X�E�W���E�X�W���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���Z�L�O�O���J�R���R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���	���,���K�R�S�H���V�K�H���P�D�\���´���7�K�R�P�D�V���%�D�L�O�\���R�I��

�&�R�O�X�P�E�X�V���W�R�O�G���K�L�V���P�R�W�K�H�U���L�Q���1�R�U�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D�����³�Z�H��are in the midst of great excitement �± the State 

�Z�L�O�O���V�H�F�H�G�H���D�Q�G���X�Q�O�H�V�V���\�R�X���D�O�O���J�R���Z�L�W�K���X�V���Z�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H�O�R�Q�J���W�R���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���D���V�K�R�U�W���W�L�P�H���´��

�*�U�H�H�Q�Y�L�O�O�H�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���:�L�O�O�L�D�P���1�X�J�H�Q�W���L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���K�L�V���Z�L�I�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���³�D���G�H�F�L�G�H�G��

tendency to Secession everywhere. Almost everyone I meet has come to the determination to 

�Y�L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W�V���R�I���R�X�U���R�X�W�U�D�J�H�G���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���L�I���Q�H�H�G���E�H���D�W���W�K�H���S�R�L�Q�W���R�I���E�D�\�R�Q�H�W���´���)�U�R�P���/�D�X�G�H�U�G�D�O�H��

�&�R�X�Q�W�\�����$���)�����%�X�U�W�R�Q���W�R�O�G���K�L�V���1�R�U�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�V���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���L�V���Dll the go 

�L�Q���W�K�L�V���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�������V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H���V�W�D�W�H���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���L�V���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���P�R�G�H���´���)�R�U���P�D�Q�\���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�����/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�¶�V��

election signaled the beginning of an exciting, if uncertain new era of independence. They felt in 

the political atmosphere the thrill that came from living in a clearly historical moment.10  

Just as some Mississippians caught secession fever, however, others questioned the 

�Z�L�V�G�R�P���R�I���V�X�F�K���H�[�F�L�W�H�P�H�Q�W�����1�D�W�F�K�H�]���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U���*�H�R�U�J�H���6�D�U�J�H�Q�W���G�H�V�S�D�L�U�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�D���Y�H�U�\���O�D�U�J�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U��

in even this, the most conservative county in the state advocate immediate, unconditional 

�V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���´���6�D�U�J�H�Q�W���Y�R�W�H�G���I�R�U���-�R�K�Q���%�H�O�O���L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���Z�D�V���D���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���X�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�W��

                                                 
10John J. Pettus, Address to the State Legislature, Journal of the House of Representatives of the State of 
Mississippi, Called Session, November, 1860, in Mississippi in the Confederacy: As They Saw It, Vols. 1 and 2, ed. 
�-�R�K�Q���.�����%�H�W�W�H�U�V�Z�R�U�W�K�����������������5�H�S�U�������1�H�Z���<�R�U�N�����.�U�D�X�V���5�H�S�U�L�Q�W���&�R�����������������������������³�1�X�O�O�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���´��Daily Evening Citizen 
(Vicksburg, MS), December 12, 1860; Edward Terry to Sister, December 15, 1860, Bullock and Hamilton Family 
Papers, 1757-1971, folder 32, 00101, Southern Historical Collection, Wilson Library, University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill (hereafter cited as SHC); Thomas Baily to Mother, November 18, 1860, John Lancaster Baily Papers, 
1785-1874, folder 11, 00039, Ibid; William L. Nugent to Nellie Smith Nugent, November 26, 1860, in William M. 
Cash and Lucy Somerville Howorth, Eds., My Dear Nellie: The Civil War Letters of William L. Nugent to Eleanor 
Smith Nugent (Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 1977), 136-39; A.F. Burton to Family, January 14, 1861, 
Thomas B. Burton Papers, 1809-1921, fol. 1, 04217-z, SHC. 
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�Z�K�R���I�H�D�U�H�G���W�K�D�W���U�X�V�K�L�Q�J���W�R���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���Z�R�X�O�G���O�H�D�G���W�R���E�O�R�R�G�V�K�H�G���D�Q�G���F�K�D�R�V�����³�$�V���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���V�W�D�W�H���W�K�H�U�H��

is no �K�R�S�H���I�R�U���P�R�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���K�H�U���S�D�U�W���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�Z�H���W�K�H���P�R�G�H�U�D�W�H���W�U�\���W�R���K�R�O�G���K�H�U���E�D�F�N���E�X�W���R�Q�H��

�P�L�J�K�W���D�V���Z�H�O�O���Z�L�W�K���D���W�Z�L�Q�H���V�W�U�L�Q�J���W�R�\���>�W�U�\�@���W�R���K�R�O�G���D�Q���H�Q�U�D�J�H�G���H�O�H�S�K�D�Q�W���´���+�H���E�O�D�P�H�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O��

�U�D�G�L�F�D�O�V���I�R�U���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�]�L�Q�J���S�D�V�V�L�R�Q���R�Y�H�U���U�H�D�V�R�Q�H�G���M�X�G�J�P�H�Q�W�����³�3�R�O�L�W�L�F�L�D�Q�V���Kave aroused the worst 

�S�D�V�V�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���K�X�P�D�Q���E�H�D�V�W���D�W���E�R�W�K���H�Q�G�V���R�I���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�O�\���D�U�H���V�O�R�Z���R�I��

�F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���O�H�D�G�H�U�V���D�U�H���W�D�N�L�Q�J���F�D�U�H���Q�R�W���W�R���J�L�Y�H���W�K�H�P���W�L�P�H���I�R�U���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���´���:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q��

County resident L.L. Walton also chast�L�V�H�G���U�D�V�K���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�L�D�Q�V�����³�7�K�H���\�R�X�Q�J���P�H�Q���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���G�D�\��

�G�H�H�P���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���Z�L�V�H�U���W�K�D�Q���R�X�U���I�R�U�H�I�D�W�K�H�U�V�����R�X�U���S�U�R�X�G���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���L�V���Q�R�Z���G�L�V�J�U�D�F�H�G���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H����

�³�S�D�U�W�\���I�H�H�O�L�Q�J�V���	���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���K�D�Y�H���G�R�Q�H���W�K�L�V���´ Jackson, Mississippi native Ruffin Thomson also 

criticized the m�D�V�V���H�[�F�L�W�H�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���I�D�L�O�X�U�H���R�I���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���P�R�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����³�,���V�X�S�S�R�V�H���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���N�Q�R�Z��

�Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���G�R�L�Q�J���´���K�H���W�R�O�G���K�L�V���I�D�W�K�H�U�����³�E�X�W���L�W���V�H�H�P�V���W�R���P�H���D�V���L�I���W�K�H���P�D�V�V�H�V���Z�H�U�H���K�D�O�I���P�D�G��

everywhere, and no body of persons can act with prudence and discretion when laboring under 

�L�Q�W�H�Q�V�H���H�[�F�L�W�H�P�H�Q�W���´���³�7�K�R�V�H���Y�L�U�W�X�H�V���D�U�H���Q�H�H�G�H�G���Q�R�Z���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���H�Y�H�U���E�H�I�R�U�H���´���K�H���Z�D�U�Q�H�G�����³�L�W��

seems to me a contest of passion, not reason���´11 Thomson and other Mississippians thought that 

the pro-secessionist atmosphere thrived on inflamed passions, while relegating reasonable 

discussion to the sidelines.    

The abandonment of moderation and reason, some cautious Mississippians argued, fueled 

bloodlust and made war imminent. A letter to the editor of the conservative Daily Vicksburg 

Whig described a spe�H�F�K���E�\���$�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���7�K�R�P�D�V���:�K�D�U�W�R�Q�����D���³�'�L�V�X�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�W���W�R���W�K�H���E�O�R�R�G�\��

�H�Q�G���´���D�V���H�S�L�W�R�P�L�]�L�Q�J���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V�¶���I�R�R�O�L�V�K���U�X�V�K���L�Q�W�R���Z�D�U�����³�+�H���X�Q�V�K�H�D�W�K�H�G���K�L�V���V�Z�R�U�G�����W�K�U�H�Z���D�Z�D�\��

                                                 
11 George Washington Sargent to George Sargent, December 5, 1860, George Washington Sargent to George 
Sargent, December 15, 1860, George Washington Sargent to William Duncan, December 30, 1860, all in George 
Washington Sargent Papers, 1840-1900, folder 11, volume 11, 04025, SHC; L.L. Walton to Granddaughter, 
November 21, 1860, James L. Alcorn and Family Papers, folder 1, #Z/0317.00,  Mississippi Department of Archives 
and History, Jackson, Mississippi (hereafter cited as MDAH); Ruffin Thomson to William H. Thomson, Undated, 
1861, Ruffin Thomson Papers, folder 3, 03315, SHC. 
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the scabbard and like the panting of a war steed...he snuffed the smell of battle afar off and was 

�H�D�J�H�U���I�R�U���W�K�H���I�U�D�\���´���³�'�L�G���L�W���H�Q�W�H�U���W�K�H���K�H�D�U�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���J�R�R�G���O�D�Z-abiding Democrats of Mississippi 

when they cast their votes, that they would have to...leave all that claimed their personal 

�S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�"�´���W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U���D�V�N�H�G�����Q�R�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���Z�D�U���Z�R�X�O�G���O�H�D�Y�H���I�Lelds untilled and family members at 

the mercy of slaves. A few days later the Whig reported on a pro-secession rally in Jackson at 

which fire-�H�D�W�L�Q�J���V�H�Q�D�W�R�U���$�O�E�H�U�W���*�D�O�O�D�W�L�Q���%�U�R�Z�Q���S�U�R�F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���³�G�H�D�G�´���D�Q�G���³�L�Q���D���S�U�R�F�H�V�V��

�R�I���P�R�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���´���7�K�H���H�G�L�W�R�U�L�D�O���G�H�F�U�L�H�G���%�U�R�Z�Q���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���³�Z�R�X�O�G-be leaders of the public 

�V�H�Q�W�L�P�H�Q�W���´���D�V���D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H�V���R�I���³�H�[�W�U�H�P�H���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V�´���Z�K�R���Z�H�U�H���G�U�L�Y�H�Q���E�\���³�I�D�Q�D�W�L�F�L�V�P���´��

Mississippians skeptical of hastily embracing immediate secession believed that fire-eaters were 

driven by passion over reason, and that their feverish desire for independence had blinded them 

to the potentially dire consequences of such an action.12 

In the midst of this heated environment, the state legislature called for a secession 

convention to be held in January 1861, with delegates to be elected from each county according 

to the number of representatives it had in the lower state legislature. Although the candidates did 

not run on uniform platforms, they generally cast themselves as either secessionists or 

cooperationists. These titles were somewhat misleading, however, since both groups generally 

believed in the constitutional right of secession. Therefore, the real debate centered not on if, but 

when and how, the state should secede. Secessionists favored immediate, separate state 

separation with no prerequisite agreement between other states on the matter. Cooperationists 

were conditional Unionists who believed that secession should happen only in conjunction with 

other southern states, since they faced a uniform thr�H�D�W�����7�K�H�\���D�U�J�X�H�G���W�K�D�W���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�¶�V���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V��

not in itself grounds for secession, and that all alternatives within the Union should first be 

                                                 
12 �³�&�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���:�K�L�J���´��Daily Vicksburg Whig (Vicksburg, MS), November ���������������������³�'�L�V�X�Q�L�R�Q���&�D�U�Q�L�Y�D�O��
�D�W���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q���´���,�E�L�G�����1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U�����������������������L�Q���3�H�U�F�\���/�H�H���5�D�L�Q�Z�D�W�H�U���&�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q������������-1969, box 1, folder 18,  
Z/1112.000/S,  MDAH. 
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exhausted. Proponents of both views canvassed the state. Prominent conservatives like 

planter/politician James Lusk Alcorn and attorney William Sharkey campaigned for the 

preservation of the Union under the cooperationist banner, but their efforts met with little 

�H�Q�W�K�X�V�L�D�V�P�����³�,���D�P���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���W�K�L�V���µ�&�R���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���3�D�U�W�\�¶���D���V�K�D�P���	���W�K�D�W���R�X�U���R�Q�O�\��

salvation is in separate-state action & then �F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���´���Z�U�R�W�H���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���7���:����

Compton.13 Certainly, the fire-eaters advocated the more succinct and proactive message: 

�V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���Y�H�U�V�X�V���W�K�H���&�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V�¶���L�Q�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�H���G�H�O�D�\�����7�K�H�\���D�O�V�R���S�U�R�S�H�O�O�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q���L�Q��

the state with an intense combination of fear-stoking urgency and peer pressure in an effort to 

�J�D�U�Q�H�U���W�R�W�D�O���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���³�V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V�´���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���S�R�S�X�O�D�F�H��  

Those interests were, of course, slavery. The central goal of the southern Democratic 

Party and then secessionists was securing protection for slavery in the South. Conditional 

Unionists shared this goal, but claimed that slavery was still safer in the Union. Lincoln, they 

noted, vowed to not interfere with the institution in states where it already existed. The 

secessionists, then, held the more radical stance, and to advance it they relied on time-tested 

methods of intimidation. Rooting out real and imagined threats to slavery by keeping slaves, and 

wayward whites who might question the institution, in line had long been a focus of the Deep 

�6�R�X�W�K�¶�V��violence-prone political and social landscape. Southern mob violence was a tool for 

enforcing the ideal of mastery, the by-product of a slave society which dictated that whites who 

owned slaves held absolute authority over them at the most personal, domestic level. Because 

southern mastery stemmed from a racial hierarchy, it also presupposed that each and every 

                                                 
13 Wynne, �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U, 24-26; Barney, The Secessionist Impulse, 198-201; T.W. Compton to Alonzo 
Snyder, December 23, 1860, Alonzo Snyder Papers, Box 11, Folder 44, Mss. 655, Civil War: Context and Conflict, 
Digital Collections, Louisiana State University Special Collections, Louisiana State University Libraries, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana. 
http://www.louisianadigitallibrary.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/p15140coll10&CISOPTR=646  
(Accessed December 20, 2011. Hereafter cited as Civil War: Context and Conflict). 
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southern white, regardless of whether they personally owned slaves, nonetheless held the right to 

mastery over blacks through their shared white racial solidarity and thus, superiority. Southern 

mastery, then, gave one group of people total dominance over another, and so great was the need 

�W�R���X�S�K�R�O�G���W�K�L�V���G�R�P�L�Q�D�Q�F�H�����W�K�D�W���L�W���V�D�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�H�G���P�D�V�W�H�U�\�¶�V���Z�R�X�Od-be enforcers with the right to attack 

and silence anyone, black or white, who might be critical of  slavery and the racial hierarchy that 

bolstered it.14 

Extralegal violence flowed out of the perceived need to stifle anyone who questioned the 

slave system, and by extension, the ideal of mastery upon which it rested, and was symptomatic 

of what William �)�U�H�H�K�O�L�Q�J���F�D�O�O�V���W�K�H���³�G�L�F�W�D�W�R�U�V�K�L�S�´���R�I��herrenvolk democracy. Slaveholders could 

easily label any dissenting opinions incendiary. They accused poor whites, northerners, and 

foreigners believed to harbor anti-slavery feelings of inciting slave insurrection and threatening 

�W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���V�R�F�L�D�O���R�U�G�H�U�����7�K�H���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V�¶���V�R�F�L�D�O���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���H�Q�V�X�U�H�G���W�K�D�W���D��

steady supply of southern whites, slaveholding or not, were willing to physically defend the slave 

system against internal or external threats.  Neighborhood slave patrols marauded to keep an eye 

on unruly slaves and hunt down runaways, and they also tried to root out whites suspected of 

aiding slave resistance. Thus, the cultural and institutional apparatuses through which to coerce 

and threaten perceived dissidents already existed in the South. In a natural extension of slave 

patrols, pro-�V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�L�V�W���Y�L�J�L�O�D�Q�F�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�V���L�Q�W�L�P�L�G�D�W�H�G���D�O�O���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���³�L�Q�F�H�Q�G�L�D�U�\�´���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�K�R��

�P�L�J�K�W���W�K�Z�D�U�W���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H�E�\���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q���Z�K�D�W���G�L�V�X�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�¶�V��

                                                 
14 David Grimsted, American Mobbing, 1828-1861: Toward Civil War (New York: Oxford University Press, 1998), 
100-113, see also 114-178; On urban mobbing during the secession crisis, see Frank Towers, The Urban South and 
the Coming of the Civil War (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2004).   
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best interests. They created a hyper-�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W���D�W�P�R�V�S�K�H�U�H���W�K�D�W���V�Z�H�S�W���X�S���P�X�F�K���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V��

population into an independence-minded fury.15 

 Mississippi in particular had a history of extralegal mob violence that coexisted with 

formal law. In the antebellum era the majority of the state consisted of countryside dotted with 

small towns and neighborhoods dominated by slaveholding planter families. Law-enforcement 

was available in the form of the sheriff or justice of the peace, but was usually a second resort in 

the fundamental exercise of justice that was disciplining slaves. The centrality of slavery within 

�W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���V�R�F�L�D�O���D�Q�G���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V drove Mississippians to embrace extralegal violence as 

a necessary means of upholding white mastery, a process that legitimized vigilantism as a means 

of intimidation and law enforcement.16 

British-born storekeeper Betty Beaumont faced this intimidation in Woodville, Wilkinson 

County, Mississippi. Though she and her husband had no opinions either way on slavery, locals 

took their indifference as evidence of secret abolitionism. Especially among planters, Beaumont 

�Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H�U�H���V�H�H�P�H�G���W�R���E�H���D���V�W�U�R�Q�J���S�U�H�M�X�G�L�F�H�������D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���G�L�G���Q�R�W���R�Z�Q���V�O�D�Y�H�V�������D�Q�G���D��

�G�L�V�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�H���D�Q�G���S�U�R�V�H�F�X�W�H���W�K�H�P���R�Q���H�Y�H�U�\���R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q���´���6�K�H���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���W�K�H������������

�S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���D�V���³�D���V�H�D�V�R�Q���R�I���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���H�[�F�L�W�H�P�H�Q�W�´���G�X�U�L�Q�J���Z�K�L�F�K���³�E�H�L�Q�J���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q�H�U�V��

and non-slaveholders, we were watched unceasingly; spies were placed on our most trivial 

�P�R�P�H�Q�W�V���´���Z�K�L�F�K���P�D�G�H���W�K�H�L�U���³�P�R�V�W���L�Q�Q�R�F�H�Q�W���Z�R�U�G�V���D�Q�G���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���V�X�E�M�H�F�W���W�R���P�L�V�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���´��

                                                 
15 William W. Freehling, The Road to Disunion: Secessionists at Bay, 1776-1854 ( New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1990), 99; Barney, The Secessionist Impulse, 177; On violence in the Antebellum South, see Clement Eaton, 
�³�0�R�E���9�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���2�O�G���6�R�X�W�K���´��Mississippi Valley Historical Review, 29 (Dec., 1942): 351-370; Bertram Wyatt-
Brown, Honor and Violence in the Old South (New York: Oxford University Press, 1986) and Edward L. Ayers, 
Vengeance and Justice: Crime and Punishment in the Nineteenth-Century American South, (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1984), 9-33; On the connection between slave patrols and political intimidation in the South, see 
Sally E. Hadden, Slave Patrols: Law and Violence in Virginia and the Carolinas (Cambridge: Harvard University 
Press, 2001), 1-5, 167-200; Grimsted, American Mobbing, 85-135; John Hope Franklin, The Militant South, 1800-
1861 (1956, repr., Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2002), 72-76 and Wyatt-Brown, Honor and Violence, 154-
187.   
16 Christopher Waldrep, Roots of Disorder: Race and Criminal Justice in the American South, 1817-80 (Urbana: 
University of Illinois Press, 1998), 14-15, 21-22. 
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Town officials forbade Beaumont from selling to or interacting with slaves without a permit. 

Other foreigners, northerners, and anyone else deemed suspicious endured insults and 

occasionally physical attacks. In one instance, a group of mechanics left their plantation jobs to 

escape the abuse.17 

Similar incidents occurred around the state. In December 1860, a local committee 

�F�K�D�U�J�H�G���%�D�W�H�V�Y�L�O�O�H���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���7�R�P���:�H�V�W���Z�L�W�K���V�H�O�O�L�Q�J���Z�K�L�V�N�H�\���W�R���V�O�D�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���V�K�D�U�L�Q�J���K�L�V���³�I�L�O�W�K�\��

�D�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q�L�V�W���V�H�Q�W�L�P�H�Q�W���´���$�V���S�X�Q�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W�����W�K�H�\���³�D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�H�G���W�R���K�L�P���D���V�H�Y�H�U�H���I�O�D�J�H�O�O�D�W�L�R�Q���´��

�V�F�U�D�Z�O�H�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G�V���³�Q�L�J�J�H�U���Z�R�U�V�K�L�S�S�H�U�´���D�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H���D���Q�R�U�W�K-pointing hand on his back, and 

�V�K�L�S�S�H�G���K�L�P���Q�R�U�W�K���Y�L�D���D�Q���H�[�S�U�H�V�V���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\�����7�K�H���P�R�E���W�K�H�Q���U�D�Q���W�Z�R���³�V�X�V�S�L�F�L�R�X�V�´���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q-born 

mechanics out of the county. That same month, the Newton County vigilance committee arrested 

long-time resident John Blissett, an English-�E�R�U�Q���V�F�K�R�R�O�W�H�D�F�K�H�U�����R�Q���F�K�D�U�J�H�V���R�I���³�H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J��

�D�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q���V�H�Q�W�L�P�H�Q�W�V���´���D�Q�G���³�E�H�L�Q�J���W�R�R���I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U���Z�L�W�K���V�O�D�Y�H�V���´���7�K�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���G�H�F�L�G�H�G���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W��

�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���%�O�L�V�V�H�W�W���³�L�Q���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���K�L�V �L�Q�I�L�U�P�L�W�L�H�V�´���D�Q�G���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���G�U�R�Y�H���K�L�P���R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�����,�Q��

Jefferson County, locals arrested an Ohio-�E�R�U�Q���³�O�D�G�\���$�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q�L�V�W�´���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���I�R�U���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G�O�\��

�P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���V�O�D�Y�H�V�����³�K�D�U�D�Q�J�X�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���X�S�R�Q���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�¶�V���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�´���D�Q�G���³�W�H�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\��

would soon all be �I�U�H�H���´���7�K�H���P�R�E���I�R�U�F�H�G���W�K�H���Z�R�P�H�Q���R�Q�W�R���D���U�L�Y�H�U���V�W�H�D�P�H�U���K�H�D�G�H�G���Q�R�U�W�K�����,�Q��

�&�R�D�K�R�P�D���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���5�L�Y�H�U�����D���)�U�L�D�U�¶�V���3�R�L�Q�W���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���H�L�J�K�W�\���D�U�P�H�G��

�P�H�Q���Z�D�L�W�H�G���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U�¶�V���H�G�J�H�����G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���W�R���³�V�L�Q�N���H�Y�H�U�\���$�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q���F�L�W�\���E�R�D�W���W�K�D�W���I�O�R�Dted by 

�W�K�H���E�D�Q�N�V���R�I���W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W���6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���U�L�Y�H�U���´���:�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U���Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�D���I�H�Z�����D���Y�H�U�\���I�H�Z�����8�Q�L�R�Q��

�P�H�Q���P�D�\���E�H���V�H�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���F�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H���´���K�H���D�V�V�X�U�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���V�H�V�V�L�R�Q���H�[�F�L�W�H�P�H�Q�W���L�V���L�Q�W�H�Q�V�H�O�\��

�U�D�J�L�Q�J���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���S�D�U�W�V���´���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���V�H�F�H�V�Vionists employed the tactics of the slave 

patrol as a means of identifying alleged abolitionists subversives. In doing so they operated 

                                                 
17 Betty Bentley Beaumont, Twelve Years of my Life: An Autobiography (Philadelphia: T.B. Peterson & Brothers, 
1887), 105-106, 136, 157. 
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under what became the framework of Confederate protective nationalism: the requirement of 

total dedication to the advancement of southern interests. When those interests became, in fire-

�H�D�W�H�U�V�¶���H�\�H�V�����V�\�Q�R�Q�\�P�R�X�V���Z�L�W�K���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����S�U�R-secessionist vigilance committees and mobs 

enforced, often violently, allegiance to those interests.18 

Vigilance Committees or Minute Men, as the labels were often used interchangeably, 

were private citizens who formed volunteer groups in order to squelch any perceived threats to 

�³�V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V���´���Q�D�P�H�O�\�����V�O�D�Y�H�U�\�����7�K�H�V�H���J�U�R�X�S�V���S�O�D�\�H�G���D���P�D�M�R�U���U�R�O�H���L�Q���V�H�F�X�U�L�Q�J���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U��

immediate secession in South Carolina. In addition to inflicting waves of pro-slavery vigilantism 

on accused abolitionists, the South Carolina Minute Men served as armed visual reminders of the 

�V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���L�P�P�D�Q�H�Q�W���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���W�K�U�H�D�W���R�Q���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�����6�W�H�S�K�H�Q���:�H�V�W���Q�R�W�H�V���K�R�Z���W�K�H�\���³�F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�Hd to a 

�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���G�L�V�V�H�Q�W���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�G���Q�R�W���D���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���R�I���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q���E�X�W���D�Q���D�F�W���R�I���W�U�H�D�V�R�Q���´��

These actions successfully persuaded opponents of secession to disengage from the debate, and 

often kept them away from the ballot box. Breckinridge s�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�U�V�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���K�H�O�S���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�V�¶��

rights press, called for vigilance committees to be formed in every southern community.19 

Mississippi vigilance committees worked tirelessly to promote secession. The Jackson, 

Mississippi Minute Men, organized on November 13, 1860, distributed 10,000 copies of an 

abolitionist article printed in the Chicago Democrat as a means of alerting the populace to the 

threats such ideas posed to the South. Two members of the Jackson committee, Wiley P. Harris 

and W.P. Anderson, became candidates for the separate state secessionist ticket, chosen by their 

fellow members who controlled the committee on resolutions at the Hinds County nominating 

                                                 
18 Daily Evening Citizen ���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J�����0�6�������'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�����������������������³�$���)�H�P�D�O�H���$�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q�L�V�W���´���,�E�L�G�����'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U����������������������
�³�$���1�D�W�X�U�D�O���5�H�V�X�O�W���R�I���$�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q���$�J�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���´���,�E�L�G�����'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U������������������������������ 
19 �6�W�H�S�K�H�Q���$�����:�H�V�W�����³�0�L�Q�X�W�H���0�H�Q�����<�H�R�P�H�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���0�R�E�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���6�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D���8�S�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´��
Journal of Southern History 71 (Feb., 2005): 75-104. Quote on 91. Barney, The Secessionist Impulse, 207-219. On 
South Carolina vigilance committees, see also Steven A. Channing, Crisis of Fear: Secession in South Carolina 
(New York: W.W. Norton, 1974); for vigilance committees in Georgia, see Ayers, Vengeance and Justice, 141-150.  
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convention. Attala County secession convention delegate John W. Wood, one of the few to 

u�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���F�D�V�W���D���8�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�W���Y�R�W�H�����Q�R�W�H�G���K�R�Z���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�¶�V���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q����

�V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V���³�Z�H�Q�W���W�R���Z�R�U�N���F�D�O�O�L�Q�J���F�R�X�Q�W�\���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V�����K�D�U�D�Q�J�X�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H�����I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V��

�R�I���µ�P�L�Q�X�W�H���P�H�Q���¶���D�Q�G���X�V�L�Q�J���D�O�O���R�I���W�K�R�V�H���D�U�W�I�X�O���D�S�S�O�L�D�Q�F�H�V�������W�R���J�H�W���X�S���D���J�U�H�D�W���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���H�[�F�L�W�H�P�H�Q�W���´��

�3�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���R�I���J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���X�S���³�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���H�[�F�L�W�H�P�H�Q�W�´���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���L�Q�W�L�P�L�G�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W��

threats, sometimes followed by violent acts.20 

 John Aughey, an Evangelical minister and unconditional Unionist from central 

Mississippi, witnessed the intimidation wrought by pro-secessionist groups. Days before 

�/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�¶�V���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����$�X�J�K�H�\���K�H�D�U�G���D���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�L�V�W���V�S�H�D�N�H�U���L�Q�W�R�Q�H���W�K�D�W���³�&�R�P�S�U�R�P�L�V�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��

�<�D�Q�N�H�H�V�����D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�����L�V���W�U�H�D�V�R�Q���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���´���7�K�H���V�S�H�D�N�H�U���W�K�H�Q���E�U�D�J�Jed 

�D�E�R�X�W���Y�L�J�L�O�D�Q�F�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�V���K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���V�H�Y�H�Q���³�W�R�U�\-�V�X�E�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V�´���L�Q���1�R�U�W�K���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���Q�H�D�U���W�K�H��

�7�D�O�O�D�K�D�W�F�K�L�H���5�L�Y�H�U�����)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���H�[�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���O�R�F�D�O���8�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�W���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H�V�����³�K�D�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H��

�Z�K�R�O�H�V�R�P�H���G�U�H�D�G���R�I���K�H�P�S���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H�L�U���H�\�H�V���´���V�W�R�S�S�H�G���F�D�Q�Y�D�V�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�X�Qty. Beaumont reported 

�V�L�P�L�O�D�U���L�Q�W�L�P�L�G�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���:�L�O�N�L�Q�V�R�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����³�6�R�P�H���I�H�Z���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�P�R�Q�J���X�V���Z�H�U�H���R�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R��

�V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���´���V�K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���W�K�H�V�H�����N�Q�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���G�D�Q�J�H�U�����K�X�U�U�L�H�G���D�Z�D�\�����W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R��

remained were closely watched and even accused of thinking much more than they expressed or 

�H�Y�H�Q���I�H�O�W���´���+�H�U���I�D�P�L�O�\���Z�H�U�H���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���V�X�V�S�H�F�W�H�G�����D�Q�G���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V���K�R�S�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H��

�L�Q�W�L�P�L�G�D�W�H�G���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���³�V�D�F�U�L�I�L�F�H���R�X�U���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���D�Q�G���J�R���D�Z�D�\���´���5�D�Q�G�R�O�S�K���5�R�W�K���Q�R�W�H�V���W�K�D�W�����³�Y�L�J�L�O�D�Q�W�H��

violence effectively and emphaticall�\���P�D�U�N�H�G���W�K�H���E�R�X�Q�G�V���R�I���G�L�V�V�H�Q�W���´���7�K�H�V�H���J�U�R�X�S�V���³�Z�H�U�H���Q�R�W��

particular about whom they killed, and this indiscriminate fanaticism intimidated racial 

moderates and antisecessionists and gave militant whites the upper hand in shaping the 

                                                 
20 Barney, The Secessionist Impulse, 208-209; John W. Wood, Union and Secession in Mississippi (Memphis: 
Saunders, Parish and Whitmore, 1863), 9. 
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�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\���´ 21 These gr�R�X�S�V�¶���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���G�X�U�L�Q�J���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q���I�R�U���G�H�O�H�J�D�W�H�V���W�R���W�K�H��

secession convention helped foster peer pressure and made the general atmosphere deeply hostile 

to those against immediate secession. 

In addition to the proliferation of violent threats as a voter deterrent during the secession 

campaign, voting itself proved logistically problematic and necessitated fortitude in the face of 

hostility. The logistical problem arose because few counties even had a Unionist candidate as a 

choice on their ballots, forcing voters of that inclination to instead �E�D�F�N���³�F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�L�V�W�´���W�L�F�N�H�W�V��

offering fusion candidates with no clear stances on secession. As a result, many voters simply 

stayed home. Indeed, 40 percent of Mississippi�¶�V���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H-voters did not vote in the secession 

convention election, about 38,000 compared to the 60 percent, or 68,000, who voted in the 

presidential election. Such low turnout unquestionably benefitted the secessionists, as those 

counties with the sharpest decline in voter participation also went solidly for secession. Many 

polling places did not even stock cooperationist ballots. The Vicksburg Whig noted that despite 

�L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�L�V�W���W�U�L�X�P�S�K�����³�Z�H���K�D�U�G�O�\���W�K�L�Q�N���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���W�Z�R-thirds of the vote of the 

State has been cast in this ele�F�W�L�R�Q���´���S�R�L�Q�W�L�Q�J���R�X�W���W�K�D�W���³�L�Q���D���P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�L�H�V���E�X�W���R�Q�H���W�L�F�N�H�W��

�Z�D�V���L�Q���U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���´���Z�K�L�O�H���L�Q���R�W�K�H�U�V�����W�K�H���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H�V�¶���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���³�M�X�P�E�O�H�G���X�S���´���W�K�H�U�H�E�\���V�N�H�Z�L�Q�J��

�W�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H���U�D�G�L�F�D�O�V�¶���I�D�Y�R�U��22 

Beyond logistical issues, peer pressure was deeply intimidating, especially given the 

localized and public nature of southern elections in which everyone knew everyone else at the 

�S�R�O�O�V�����$�V���&�K�U�L�V�W�R�S�K�H�U���2�O�V�H�Q���Z�U�L�W�H�V�����Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�K�R�R�G�V���Z�H�U�H���W�K�H���³�V�L�Q�H���T�X�D���Q�R�Q���R�I���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L��

�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���´���P�D�N�L�Q�J���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���K�L�J�K�O�\���U�L�W�X�Dlized social and cultural events in which individuals, in 

                                                 
21 John Hill Aughey, Tupelo (Lincoln, NB: State Journal Company, 1888), 30-31; Beaumont, Twelve Years of my 
Life, 168; Randolph Roth, American Homicide (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2009), 331. 
22 Charles C. Bolton, Poor Whites of the Antebellum South: Tenants and Laborers in Central North Carolina and 
Northeast Mississippi (Durham: Duke University Press, 1994), 125, 164; Barney, The Secessionist Impulse, 268-
269; Wynne, �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U, 27; Daily Vicksburg Whig (Vicksburg, MS), December 25, 1860. 
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keeping with the southern desire for community-validated honor, submitted their reputations to 

�S�H�H�U���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O�����:�R�R�G���Q�R�W�H�G���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����³�D���Y�H�U�\���I�H�Z���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���D�U�H���R�I�W�H�Q��

enabled to co�Q�W�U�R�O���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�I���D���6�W�D�W�H���´���3�D�U�W�\���O�H�D�G�H�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���F�D�S�L�W�D�O���N�H�S�W���F�R�X�Q�W�\���O�H�D�G�H�U�V��

�³�S�R�V�W�H�G���´���D�Q�G���Q�H�Y�H�U���P�L�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���F�K�D�Q�F�H���W�R���K�D�U�D�Q�J�X�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�W���F�R�X�U�W���G�D�\�V�����E�D�U�E�H�F�X�H�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U��

�R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q�V���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H�\���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���³�F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�W�O�\���D�V�V�H�P�E�O�H�G���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���´ Such environments 

encouraged conformity to the dominant group.23 

Pontotoc County resident R.F. Crenshaw witnessed this conformity, telling his cousin 

�W�K�D�W���³�Z�H���D�U�H���V�R���F�R�Q�Y�X�O�V�H�G���K�H�U�H���Q�R�Z���L�Q���0�L�V�V�����:�L�W�K���6�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����W�K�D�W���W�K�H���P�D�Q���Z�K�R���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���J�L�Y�H�����Q�R�W��

only one day but all his time �W�R���K�L�V���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���L�V���U�H�J�D�U�G�H�G���D�W���E�H�V�W���E�X�W���D���O�X�N�H�Z�D�U�P���S�D�W�U�L�R�W���´���7�K�H��

Vicksburg Daily Whig �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���V�X�F�K���K�D�U�D�Q�J�X�L�Q�J���L�Q���5�D�Q�N�L�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����³�<�R�X���Q�H�Y�H�U���V�D�Z���V�X�F�K��

�P�H�D�Q�V���X�V�H�G���D�V���Z�H�U�H���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���V�H�F�H�G�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���F�R�X�Q�W�\�������´���W�K�H���S�D�S�H�U���Q�R�W�H�G�����³�Z�K�L�V�N�H�\���Z�D�V��

freely given; promises of corn and meat made. Threats were made; in fact, all means used, and 

�W�K�H���O�R�Z�H�V�W�����P�H�D�Q�H�V�W���D�Q�G���G�L�U�W�L�H�V�W���W�U�L�F�N�V���U�H�V�R�U�W�H�G���W�R���´���$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���5�D�Q�N�L�Q���Z�H�Q�W���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�L�V�W���E�\���D��

119 vote margin, the secessionists created a hostile environment and nearly won a conservative 

county. When Aughey found that there were the no Unionist ballots in his precinct, he wrote out 

�D���8�Q�L�R�Q���W�L�F�N�H�W���D�Q�G���G�H�S�R�V�L�W�H�G���L�W���³�D�P�L�G�V�W���W�K�H���I�U�R�Z�Q�V�����P�X�U�P�X�U�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�U�H�D�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���M�X�G�J�H�V���D�Q�G��

bystanders.�´��He claimed that many other pro-Unionist residents �³�Z�H�U�H���L�Q�W�L�P�L�G�D�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�U�H�D�W�V����

�D�Q�G���W�K�H���R�G�L�X�P���D�W�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���L�W�����I�U�R�P���Y�R�W�L�Q�J���D�W���D�O�O���´24 Although secessionists used a number of tactics 

to browbeat voters into their column, violence or the threat of violence proved especially 

effective. 

                                                 
23 Christopher J. Olsen, Political Culture and Secession in Mississippi: Masculinity, Honor, and the Antiparty 
Tradition, 1830-1860 (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 121-126; Wood, Union and Secession in 
Mississippi, 40. 
24 R.F. Crenshaw to Ella Austin, December 13, 1860, R.F. Crenshaw Letter, #MUM01341, Box 1997.1, Folder 97-1, 
Archives and Special Collections, J.D. Williams Library, University of Mississippi, Oxford, Mississippi, (hereafter 
cited as UMASC); �³�*�O�R�U�L�R�X�V���5�H�V�X�O�W���L�Q���5�D�Q�N�L�Q���´��Vicksburg Daily Whig (Vicksburg, MS), December 27, 1860; 
Aughey, Tupelo, 46.  
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Ohio-born John Goss told fellow Attala County resident Jason Niles that during the vote 

�³�G�U�X�Q�N�H�Q���U�R�Z�G�L�H�V�´���K�D�G���Z�K�L�S�S�H�G���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���P�H�Q���L�Q���K�L�V���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�K�R�R�G���R�Q���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H�L�U��

�³�X�Q�V�R�X�Q�G�Q�H�V�V���R�Q���W�K�H���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q���´���1�R�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�S�D�U�W�\���I�H�H�O�L�Q�J�´���Z�D�V���³�Y�H�U�\ �K�L�J�K�´���L�Q���$�G�D�P�V��

County, George Sargent advised a fellow cooperationist to vote as clandestinely as possible 

�J�L�Y�H�Q���W�K�H���K�H�D�W�H�G���D�W�P�R�V�S�K�H�U�H�����³�%�\���D�O�O���P�H�D�Q�V���J�L�Y�H���\�R�X�U���Y�R�W�H���D�Q�G���W�U�\���D�Q�G���J�H�W���E�D�F�N���D�V���V�R�R�Q���D�V���\�R�X��

�F�D�Q���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���Q�H�H�G���R�I���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���N�Q�R�Z�L�Q�J���Z�K�R���\�R�X���Y�R�W�H���I�R�U���´25 By enforcing 

conformity to disunion, secessionists created a fear-laden atmosphere that discouraged any 

�G�H�Y�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�L�U���S�D�U�W�\���O�L�Q�H�����6�X�F�K���W�D�F�W�L�F�V���S�U�R�Y�H�G���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���L�Q���U�R�S�L�Q�J���V�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V��

fence-riders into the disunionist fold, but those who abstained from voting further aided the 

�U�D�G�L�F�D�O�V�¶���J�R�D�O�����8�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�����W�K�H�V�H���W�D�F�W�L�F�V�����G�U�L�Y�Hn by a desire to achieve dedication to a singular 

cause, undergirded Confederate protective nationalism after Mississippi seceded from the Union.   

When the state convention assembled on January 7, 1861, the fire eaters had the wind at 

their backs. Yet, even as the majority of counties sent secessionist delegates, the few 

cooperationists argued against the rush to disunion. John Wood warned the delegates that 

�V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���P�H�D�Q�W���Z�D�U�����³�/�H�W���X�V���S�D�X�V�H���D�Q�G���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�����E�H�I�R�U�H���Z�H���S�O�X�Q�J�H���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���G�D�U�N���D�E�\�V�V���Q�R�Z��

�R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���D�W���R�X�U���I�H�H�W�������´���K�H���S�O�H�D�G�H�G�����³�L�I���6�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���L�V���F�D�U�U�L�H�G���R�X�W�����W�K�H�U�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���E�X�W���U�X�L�Q���D�Q�G��

desolation follow in its course...war, pestilence and famine w�L�O�O���V�S�U�H�D�G���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���´���2�W�K�H�U��

conservatives proposed amendments to at least stave off the disunionist fury. Washington 

County delegate J. Shall Yerger proposed that Mississippi continue to seek redress for grievances 

within the Union. James Alcorn advanced an amendment permitting secession only in concert 

with other states, while Warren County delegate Walter Brooke proposed that an ordinance of 

                                                 
25 Diary of Jason Niles, January 2, 1862, Transcript of manuscript # 950, Documenting the American South, 
Electronic Edition. Southern Historical Collection. University Library, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
1999. http://docsouth.unc.edu/imls/niles/niles.html (Accessed August 5, 2009. Hereafter cited as Documenting the 
American South); George Washington Sargent to Mr. Hethery, January 7, 1860, George Washington Sargent Papers, 
SHC. 
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secession be submitted to a state-wide popular vote before its passage. The delegation soundly 

rejected these proposals.26 

Ultimately, recognizing the futility of further resistance, much of the Union minority 

voted with the radicals to secede. Calhoun County delegate M.D.L. Stephens described how the 

secessionist tide was too strong to resist. �³I was elected to this Convention as a co-operationist���´��

he noted, �³�Hvery vote I have cast�« has been cast, to carry out, in good faith, the wishes of a 

majority of my constituents.�´���1�R�Q�H�W�K�H�O�H�V�V�����6�W�H�S�K�H�Q�V���H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\���Y�R�W�H�G���I�R�U���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q����

�V�W�D�W�L�Q�J���K�R�Z���³�Dmendment after [cooperationist] amendment�´���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���Q�R���D�Y�D�L�O�����X�Q�W�L�O��

the vote had finally been narrowed down to �³submission or secession���´���%�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���W�Z�R����

�6�W�H�S�K�H�Q�V���D�G�G�H�G�����³I am for secession���´���2�Q���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���������������������W�K�H���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���S�D�V�V�H�G���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V��

Ordinance of Secession with eighty-four votes in favor and fifteen dissenting. Following the 

�Y�R�W�H�����W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���F�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���G�H�O�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���U�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���D�Q�G���K�H�D�G�H�G���K�R�P�H�����$���P�R�Q�W�K��

later, Jefferson Davis was sworn in as the first and only Confederate president. The secession 

convention also published a document outlining the reasons for their decision. As if there were 

�D�Q�\���O�L�Q�J�H�U�L�Q�J���G�R�X�E�W�V���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�L�Q�J���L�V�V�X�H�����W�K�H���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W���V�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�R�X�U���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���L�V��

thoroughly identified with the institution of slavery �± the greatest material interest of the 

world...there was no choice left to us but submission to the mandates of abolition, or a 

�G�L�V�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q�����Z�K�R�V�H���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���V�X�E�Y�H�U�W�H�G���W�R���Z�R�U�N���R�X�W���R�X�U���U�X�L�Q���´27 The 

�G�H�F�O�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���L�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���³�Q�R���F�K�R�L�F�H���O�H�I�W�´���E�X�W���W�R���I�R�U�P���D���Q�H�Z���U�H�S�X�E�O�L�F���K�H�U�D�O�G�H�G���W�K�H��

                                                 
26 Wood, Union and Secession in Mississippi, 27, 30; Wynne, �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U, 28-31. 
27 Proceedings of the Mississippi State Convention, Held January 7th to 26th, A. D. 1861 (Jackson, MS: Power & 
Cadwallader, Book and Job Printers, 1861), 15, Documenting the American South, 
http://docsouth.unc.edu/imls/missconv/missconv.html ���$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�������������������������³�$���'�H�F�O�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H��
Immediate Causes Which Induce and Justify the Secession of the State of Mississippi from the Federal Union, 
�����������´���,�E�L�G���������� 
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coming arguments by Confederate boosters that there was now only one nation to which 

southerners owed their allegiance. 

In the wake of secession, Pettus immediately placed the state on a war-time footing even 

before the firing on Fort Sumter, sending canon and a militia to guard the Vicksburg bluffs over-

looking the Mississippi River. The militia ended up firing on an innocent commercial vessel, 

though no one was injured. In addition to fortifying Vicksburg, seven volunteer companies went 

to reinforce Fort Pickens, Florida, and a militia unit planted the state flag on tiny Ship Island, off 

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���*�X�O�I���&�R�D�V�W�����%�\���O�D�W�H���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�����W�K�H���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�H�G���W�K�H���I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U��

infantry division, to be mustered for one year of service and managed by a Military Board led by 

the governor and major-general of the militia. Pettus also ordered seven Mississippi companies 

to assist Alabama and Florida troops in securing the navy yards at Pensacola, Florida, and on 

January 23, the convention organized the new state regiments into the formal Army of 

Mississippi, commanded by Jefferson Davis until he formally took the oath of the presidency. By 

March 1861, General Charles Clark mustered out Mississippi companies from Pensacola and had 

them inducted into the Army of Mississippi. In April, President Davis called for 30,000 

Mississippi troops to be mustered as a reserve corps at Corinth, a crucial railroad junction in 

northwest Mississippi that could transport troops to Virginia.28 

To fund this military buildup, the convention issued a military tax of fifty percent on state 

taxes and point three percent on capital invested out of state. Further, in a controversial move, 

prominent politician James Z. George proposed that taxes on slaves be increased from seventy-

five cents per slave to $1.25, while another delegate, S.J. Gholson, raised the proposal to two 

dollars. Outraged slaveholding delegates moved to stifle this proposal, offering instead an ad 

                                                 
28 John K. Bettersworth, Confederate Mississippi: The People and Policies of a Cotton State in Wartime (1943, 
Repr., Philadelphia: Porcupine Press, 1978), 11; Michael B. Ballard, The Civil War in Mississippi: Major 
Campaigns and Battles (Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 2011), 4, 6. 
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valorem amendment, taxing slaves on total value rather than on quantity. Although this offered a 

loophole to undervalue, the slaveholders won out, indicating a concern for property that would 

become an issue later in the war. Yet, despite some controversies over funding, by late-1861 

Mississippi was armed for war. Pettus reported to the legislature that the state had 23,000 troops, 

including infantry, cavalry and artillery companies, plus an additional 12,000 that had already 

�E�H�H�Q���V�H�Q�W���Z�H�V�W���W�R���$�O�E�H�U�W���6�L�G�Q�H�\���-�R�K�Q�V�W�R�Q�¶s army. The buildup to war in turn encouraged a 

�K�H�L�J�K�W�H�Q�H�G���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W���H�[�F�L�W�H�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���S�R�S�X�O�D�F�H�����D�V���P�D�Q�\���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�G���W�K�H���F�R�P�L�Q�J��

conflict.29  

�7�K�U�R�X�J�K�������������D�Q�G���H�D�U�O�\���������������0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V���U�H�D�F�W�H�G���H�Q�W�K�X�V�L�D�V�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V��

secession from the Union, even though the Jackson delegation never submitted the issue to a 

state-wide referendum. Many, including a number of former cooperationists and conditional 

Unionists, embraced protective nationalism, and claimed they were ready to sacrifice all to the 

new cause. They began the war confident that Mississippi could sustain itself, by force if 

necessary, and thrive in the Confederacy more than it ever could in the old Union. 

In February 1861, Columbus resident Thomas Bailey told his mother in North Carolina 

�W�K�D�W���K�H�U���V�W�D�W�H���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���E�H�W�W�H�U���R�I�I���M�R�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���\�R�X�Q�J���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�����³�+�R�Z���F�D�Q���\�R�X���K�H�V�L�W�D�W�H�"�´���K�H��

�D�V�N�H�G�����³�Z�H���R�I�I�H�U���D�O�O���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���R�O�G���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���G�L�G�����	���P�R�U�H���E�H�V�L�G�H�V���± protection to your greatest 

�L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���D�Q�G���G�H�D�U�H�V�W���U�L�J�K�W���´���%�D�L�O�H�\�¶�V���F�R�Q�I�L�G�H�Q�F�H���R�Q�O�\���J�U�H�Z���Z�L�W�K the passing months, telling his 

�P�R�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�W���X�S�R�Q���1�R�U�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D�¶�V���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����V�K�H���Z�R�X�O�G���I�L�Q�G���³�W�K�H���J�D�O�O�D�Q�W���V�R�Q�V���R�I���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L��

�U�X�V�K�L�Q�J���W�R���\�R�X�U���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���´���1�D�W�F�K�H�]���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�¶�V���Z�L�I�H���/�R�X�L�V�D���/�R�Y�H�O�O���D�V�V�X�U�H�G���K�H�U���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G���W�K�D�W��

Mississippi would survive any turmoil u�Q�V�F�D�W�K�H�G�����³�:�K�H�Q���W�K�L�Q�J�V���D�U�H���D���O�L�W�W�O�H���F�D�O�P�H�U���D�Q�G���P�R�U�H��

�V�H�W�W�O�H�G���´���V�K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�R�X�U���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���Z�L�O�O���E�H���P�R�U�H���Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H���W�K�D�Q���H�Y�H�U�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H���Z�L�O�O���Q�H�Y�H�U���E�H��

�D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���O�L�N�H���W�K�H���V�X�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���K�H�U�H�����W�K�D�W���W�K�H�U�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���L�Q���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K���´���-�R�K�Q���.�L�U�N�O�D�Q�G���R�I���$�W�W�D�O�D���&�R�X�Q�W�\��
                                                 
29 Bettersworth, Confederate Mississippi, 11-12; Ballard, The Civil War in Mississippi, 4, 10-11. 
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echoed Lovell�¶�V���D�V�V�H�U�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K���Z�R�X�O�G���V�X�I�I�H�U���G�H�H�S�O�\���I�U�R�P���D�Q�\���F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W�����³�2�X�U���V�X�E�M�X�J�D�W�L�R�Q��

�V�H�H�P�V���W�R���E�H���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���Q�R�U�W�K���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K���Z�L�O�O���Q�H�Y�H�U���V�X�E�P�L�W�����R�I���F�R�X�U�V�H���L�W��

�P�X�V�W���E�H���D���Z�D�U���R�I���H�[�W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���R�Q�H���S�D�U�W�\���R�U���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���´���,�Q�G�H�H�G�����P�D�Q�\���0�L�V�V�Lssippians outright 

�H�P�E�U�D�F�H�G���W�K�H���S�U�R�V�S�H�F�W���R�I���D���³�Z�D�U���R�I���H�[�W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���´���D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���F�R�Q�I�L�G�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���Z�R�X�O�G��

win.30 

War talk often dominated conversations in the months after secession. Writing to his 

cousin from Jackson, N.H. Boyd described how after �K�D�Y�L�Q�J���³�E�U�R�N�H���W�K�H���W�L�H���Z�K�L�F�K���E�R�X�Q�G���X�V���´��

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���Z�D�V���Q�R�Z���³�R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���H�D�U�W�K���´���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���L�Q���W�K�H���P�L�G�V�W���R�I���³�H�[�F�L�W�L�Q�J��

�W�L�P�H�V�������H�Y�H�U�\���D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H���R�I���Z�D�U���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�V���X�V���´���%�\���$�S�U�L�O�����K�H���Q�R�W�H�G�����F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���W�R���U�H�M�R�L�F�H��

�R�Y�H�U���³�H�Y�H�U�\���S�U�R�V�S�H�F�W���R�I���Z�D�U�´��as the firing on Fort Sumter sent Mississippi military companies en 

masse to Pensacola. Eliza Patterson of Tunica County also noted the militarized environment. 

�³�$�O�O���Z�H���K�H�D�U���L�V���:�D�U�����:�D�U�������:�D�U���������%�X�W���L�I���Z�H���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q�V���F�D�Q���R�Q�O�\���V�X�E�G�X�H���W�K�R�V�H���Y�L�O�O�D�L�Q�R�X�V��

republic�D�Q�V���µ�D�O�O���Z�L�O�O���E�H���Z�H�O�O���¶�´���V�K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�������8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���O�D�Z���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���+�H�Q�U�\���*�D�U�U�H�W�W��

�V�H�F�R�Q�G�H�G���3�D�W�W�H�U�V�R�Q�����Q�R�W�L�Q�J���K�R�Z���2�[�I�R�U�G�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���Q�R�U�P�D�O�O�\���F�D�O�P���V�W�U�H�H�W�V���Z�H�U�H���³�I�L�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K��

�P�H�Q���L�Q���Z�K�R�V�H���P�H�L�Q���Z�H���U�H�D�G���µ�Z�D�U�����Z�D�U�����Z�D�U�������¶�´���*�D�U�U�H�W�W���K�R�S�H�G���W�K�D�W���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q���Z�R�X�O�G���K�H�D�G���³�W�K�H���F�D�O�P��

�G�L�F�W�D�W�H�V���R�I���U�H�D�V�R�Q�´���D�Q�G���Q�R�W���E�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���W�R���U�X�L�Q�����³�,�I���R�Q�H���E�O�R�Z���L�V���V�W�U�X�F�N���R�U���R�Q�H���G�U�R�S���R�I��

�6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���E�O�R�R�G���V�S�L�O�O�H�G�����Z�H���P�D�\���O�R�R�N���I�R�U���G�U�H�D�G�I�X�O���F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�V���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�Z�H���D�O�O���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�H��

Southern heart and how it rebels at anything like op�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���´���,�Q���0�D�\���������������:�L�O�O�L�D�P���1�H�O�V�R�Q��

expressed similarly enthusiastic sentiments and chided his sister for wavering on the issue of 

�V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����³�<�R�X���V�D�\���W�K�D�W���\�R�X�U���V�\�P�S�D�W�K�L�H�V���D�U�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�����D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���\�R�X���G�R�X�E�W���W�K�H��

judiciousness of the move she has take�Q���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H���I�U�R�P���:�D�U�U�H�Q�W�R�Q�����³�Z�H���Q�R�Z���Q�X�P�E�H�U���W�K�L�U�W�H�H�Q��

                                                 
30 Thomas Bailey to Mother, February 16, April 28, 1861, John Lancaster Bailey Papers, 1785-1874,  fol. 11, 00039; 
Louisa T. Lovell to Joseph Lovell, January 27, 1861, Quitman Family Papers, 1784-1978, fol. 105, ser. 1.2, 00616; 
John Kirkland to William Otey, May 22, 1861, Wyche and Otey Family Papers, 1824-1936, fol. 15, ser. 1.3, 01608, 
all in SHC. 
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states, teeming with a population composed of the bravest and truest men the world ever saw, 

and such men armed in the holy cause of liberty are invincible against any force the enemy may 

send against th�H�P���´31 �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���H�P�E�U�D�F�L�Q�J���R�I���V�X�F�K���E�U�D�Y�D�G�R���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H�G���W�K�H���Z�D�Y�H���R�I��

nationalist sentiment that swept the state in the months after secession. In the early phase of the 

war, national allegiance often eclipsed, but did not dispel, other loyalties in a highly militarized 

environment. 

Because the Confederacy was born in the midst of war against the North, its nationalist 

boosters framed their declarations of independence in terms of separation from it. Such 

nationalistic fervor, therefore, brought about an enthusiasm for self-sufficiency, as 

Mississippians expressed the need to devote all human and material resources to the state in an 

effort to achieve independence. Early on, many boosters promoted Confederate self-sufficiency 

through the severing of all economic ties from the North, which would open the Confederacy to 

the rest of the world as an independent nation. Even before the vote to secede, some 

Mississippians embraced this protective nationalist stance. 

In November 1860, the Vicksburg Sun �G�H�F�O�D�U�H�G���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���³�D���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\�´���D�Q�G��

proclaimed that king cotton would ensure southern self-�V�X�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�F�\�����³�7�K�H���F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�H�G���Z�R�U�O�G��

�G�H�S�H�Q�G�V���R�Q���W�K�H���F�R�W�W�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���´���W�K�H���H�G�L�W�R�U���V�W�D�W�H�G�����³�L�Q���F�D�V�H���R�I���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���Z�H���V�K�D�O�O���K�D�Y�H���P�R�U�H��

than half the crop on hand, and all the world clamoring for it. Again we say we are independent 

                                                 
31 N.H. Boyd to Eudora Hobbs, January 13, 1861, April 18, 1861, Hobbs Family Papers, Intellectual Underpinnings 
of the American Civil War, Digital Collections, Manuscripts Division, Special Collections Department, Mississippi 
State University Libraries, Mississippi State, Mississippi. 
http://digital.library.msstate.edu/collections/document.php?CISOROOT=/ASERL&CISOPTR=83&REC=5 
(Accessed January 22, 2012. Hereafter cited as Underpinnings of the American Civil War); Eliza Patterson to Anne 
Boyd Green, September 1, 1861, Hays-Ray-Webb Collection, Underpinnings of the American Civil War, 
http://digital.library.msstate.edu/collections/document.php?CISOROOT=/ASERL&CISOPTR=69&REC=2. 
(Accessed December 10, 2011); Diary of Henry A. Garrett, March 25, 1861, in Bettersworth, ed., Mississippi in the 
Confederacy, Vol. 1, 46-47; William C. Nelson to Elizabeth L. Cage, May 21, 1861, William Cowper Nelson 
Collection, UMDC, 
http://clio.lib.olemiss.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/civil_war&CISOPTR=314&REC=3 (Accessed 
December 10, 2011). 
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�R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���D�Q�G���F�D�Q���W�D�N�H���F�D�U�H���R�I���R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V���´���7�K�H��Natchez Daily Free Trader similarly 

recommended urgent secession to create a self-sustaining southern republic. The cotton states, it 

�Q�R�W�H�G�����K�D�G���³�D���Y�D�V�W���W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\�����U�L�F�K���L�Q���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���Z�H�D�O�W�K���´���$���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H��Trader �R�S�L�Q�H�G�����³�P�L�J�K�W��

�U�L�Y�D�O���5�R�P�H���L�Q���L�W�V���S�D�O�P�\���G�D�\�V���´���,�Q���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���������������:�L�O�O���.�L�U�N�O�D�Q�G���R�I���$�W�W�D�O�D���&�R�X�Q�W�\���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�H�G���W�K�D�W��

�W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���V�K�R�X�O�G���³�F�X�W���V�K�R�U�W���W�K�H���F�R�W�W�R�Q���F�U�R�S���I�R�U���R�Q�H���\�H�D�U�´���Vo that the north would recognize its 

�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���R�Q���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���F�R�P�P�R�G�L�W�\�����6�K�R�X�O�G���W�K�H���Q�R�U�W�K���V�W�L�O�O���I�D�L�O���W�R���³�F�R�P�H���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���V�H�Q�V�H�V���´��

�.�L�U�N�O�D�Q�G���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���V�K�R�X�O�G���³�M�X�V�W���U�D�L�V�H���H�Q�R�X�J�K���I�R�U���R�X�U���R�Z�Q���X�V�H�����U�D�L�V�H���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���Z�H��

need in the way of living except what we can get from the West [I]ndies. Improve the farm stock 

�D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K���F�D�Q���O�L�Y�H���E�H�W�W�H�U���D�Q�G���K�D�S�S�L�H�U���´���6�R�P�H�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�H�G���V�X�F�K���R�S�W�L�P�L�V�W�L�F���Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V����

An editorial in the Vicksburg Whig �U�H�P�L�Q�G�H�G���U�H�D�G�H�U�V���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�����W�K�U�R�X�J�K���L�W�V���P�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W�V�����L�V��

�O�D�U�J�H�O�\���L�Q�G�H�E�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K���´���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���J�D�P�E�O�H�G���L�Q���F�K�R�R�V�L�Q�J���³�W�R���U�H�O�\���X�S�R�Q���R�X�U���R�Z�Q��

�U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���´���W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U���Q�R�W�H�G�����D�G�G�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���Z�K�L�O�H���V�X�F�K���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���Z�H�U�H���³�D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�W���L�Q���V�R�P�H��

�U�H�V�S�H�F�W�V�«�Z�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���Q�H�Y�H�U���V�W�R�R�G���D�O�R�Q�H�����D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O���E�H���L�Q���D���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I infancy 

�Z�K�H�Q���F�D�O�O�H�G���X�S�R�Q���W�R���K�H�O�S���R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V���´32 After secession, however, the calls for national 

independence drowned out the already minority appeals to caution, as Mississippians pledged 

total devotion to the Confederate cause. 

In January 1861, the Weekly Panola Star noted that in light of the coming war, the duty 

�W�R���U�D�L�V�H���I�X�Q�G�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���P�R�U�H���W�D�[�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���³�W�K�H���G�H�I�H�Q�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H�´���Z�D�V���L�P�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H�����$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���L�W��

�D�G�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���W�D�[�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�R�X�O�G���³�I�D�O�O���K�H�D�Y�L�O�\���R�Q���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���´���W�K�H���6�W�D�U���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���P�R�V�W��

w�R�X�O�G���S�D�\���³�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���J�U�X�P�E�O�L�Q�J�´���L�Q���O�L�J�K�W���R�I �³�W�K�H���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\���R�I���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���D�O�O���W�K�H���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�L�H�V���R�I��

�Z�D�U���´���,�Q���O�D�W�H���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���������������:�L�O�H�\���+�D�U�U�L�V���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���L�Q�W�H�U�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G�Q�H�V�V���R�I���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���D�Q�G��

                                                 
32 Vicksburg Sun (Vicksburg, MS), November 12, 1860, quoted in Rainwater, Storm Center of Secession���������������³�7�K�H��
�3�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���)�X�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���´��Natchez Daily Free Trader (Natchez, MS), November 24, 1860,  in Percy Lee 
Rainwater Collection, box 1, fol. 18; William Kirkland to Children, October 17, 1860,  Wyche and Otey Family 
�3�D�S�H�U�V�����I�R�O�������������³�-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�������������´��Daily Vicksburg Whig (Vicksburg, MS), December 28, 1860. 
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�W�K�H�L�U���V�W�D�W�H�����³The public mind may and ought to repose in the conviction that the existing State 

government stands today unshaken in its authority,�´���K�H���V�W�D�W�H�G�� �³and that in making it 

independent, so far from weakening it we have made it stronger�« because it is now the object of 

our undivided devotion.�´��That same month, Jackson �U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���+�R�Z�H�O���+�R�E�E�V���H�F�K�R�H�G���+�D�U�U�L�V�¶��

sentiments, touting to his daughter the need for total �G�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�����$�V���D�Q���³�,�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W��

�5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F���´���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���Z�D�V���³�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���Q�R�W���W�R��submit �W�R���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�¶�V���$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���D�Q�\��

�W�H�U�P�V���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����E�X�W���³�Z�D�U���R�U���Q�R���Zar, we all will have to be Taxed high to raise money to Arm 

�W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H���	���S�D�\���W�K�H���R�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\���H�[�S�H�Q�V�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���´���+�H���H�Y�H�Q���L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�R���F�D�Q�F�H�O���K�L�V��

subscription to the northern-published �/�D�G�\�¶�V���+�R�P�H���-�R�X�U�Q�D�O�����³�$�V���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���V�H�F�H�G�H�G���´���K�H���V�W�D�W�H�G�����³�,��

would not s�X�E�V�F�U�L�E�H���W�R���D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���µ�3�D�S�H�U�V���R�U���%�R�R�N�V���¶�´���+�R�E�E�V���H�P�E�U�D�F�H�G���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�H�O�I-

sufficiency on a personal level to the point of rejecting northern periodicals. By doing so, he tried 

�W�R���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�����S�H�U���+�D�U�U�L�V�¶���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�����W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���Z�D�V���Q�R�Z���W�K�H���I�R�F�X�V���R�I���K�L�V���³�X�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�H�G��

�G�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q���´33 

Other Mississippians made similar calls for citizens to sacrifice to the cause. Tippah 

County planter Francis Leak bought state bonds, donated cotton to the new government, and 

�H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G���R�W�K�H�U�V���W�R���G�R���W�K�H���V�D�P�H�����+�H���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J���X�S�R�Q���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�´���Z�D�V���D���G�X�W�\���³�W�R��

�V�X�V�W�D�L�Q���W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H���Z�L�W�K���D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���P�H�D�Q�V���´���R�U���³�H�Y�H�Q���P�R�U�H���L�I���Q�H�H�G�H�G�����D�W���W�K�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���R�I���K�L�V��

�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V���´���/�R�X�L�V�D���/�R�Y�H�O�O���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���Y�L�F�W�R�U�\���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�U���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���R�Q�O�\���X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���W�K�H���F�D�X�V�H�����³�,�I���W�K�H��

South will unite, be true, firm and brave and act nobly, we will  succeed and be more prosperous 

�W�K�D�Q���H�Y�H�U���E�H�I�R�U�H���´���V�K�H���Z�U�R�W�H���W�R���K�H�U���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G�����6�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\�����$�O�E�H�U�W���+�����&�O�D�U�N�����R�I���W�K�H���������0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L��

�,�Q�I�D�Q�W�U�\�����F�R�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���L�W���Z�D�V���³�W�K�H���I�L�U�P���U�H�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���R�I���H�Y�H�U�\���W�U�X�H���6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q�H�U���Q�H�Y�H�U���W�R���E�H��

                                                 
33 �³�7�K�H���6�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H���´��Weekly Panola Star ���3�D�Q�R�O�D�����0�6�������-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�����������������������³�5�H�P�Drks of W.P. Harris, of 
�+�L�Q�G�V���´��Proceedings of the Mississippi State Convention, Documenting the American South; W.H. Hobbs and 
Howel Hobbs to Eudora Hobbs, January 13, 1861, Howel Hobbs to Eudora Hobbs, January 23, February 8, 1861, in 
Hobbs Family Papers, Intellectual Underpinnings of the American Civil War, 
http://digital.library.msstate.edu/collections/document.php?CISOROOT=/ASERL&CISOPTR=83&REC=5. 
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�Z�K�L�S�S�H�G���´���$�V���O�R�Q�J���D�V���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q�H�U�V���X�Q�L�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�V�R�O�Y�H�����K�H���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G�����W�K�H�\���F�R�X�O�G���³�Q�H�Y�H�U���E�H��

�F�R�Q�T�X�H�U�H�G���´���V�L�Q�F�H���L�W���Z�D�V���³�W�K�H���G�X�W�\���R�I���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���W�R���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U���´���7�K�R�P�D�V���%�X�U�W�R�Q���R�I��

�.�H�P�S�H�U���&�R�X�Q�W�\���L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���K�L�V���E�U�R�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�W���³�R�X�U���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�U�H���D�O�O���U�H�D�G�\���W�R���I�L�J�K�W �R�O�G���	���\�R�X�Q�J�«�D�Q�G��

�W�K�H���Z�R�P�H�Q���V�D�\���W�K�H�\���Z�L�O�O���I�L�J�K�W���W�R���>�V�L�F�@�����%�X�U�W�R�Q���D�G�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�L�I���/�L�Q�N�L�Q�¶�V���>�V�L�F�@���E�R�\�V���H�Y�H�U���J�H�W�V���R�Q���W�K�H��

�V�R�L�O���R�I���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���W�K�H�\���Z�L�O�O���K�D�Y�H���K�R�W���Z�R�U�N���D�V���H�Y�H�U�\���P�D�Q���	���E�R�\���L�V���U�H�D�G�\���W�R���I�L�J�K�W���W�K�H�P���´34 Early in 

the war, proponents of protective national�L�V�P���H�Q�W�K�X�V�L�D�V�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���U�D�O�O�L�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�¶�V��

defense, and many of them were certain that maintaining this enthusiasm would bring about 

southern victory. 

Nationalist-minded Mississippians especially emphasized that suffering of any kind 

should not be an impediment to sacrificing for the Confederacy. In doing so, they underlined a 

key component of protective nationalism: that other loyalties, including self-interest, should be 

subservient to the national goal. Davis expressed this view in his Inaugural A�G�G�U�H�V�V�����³To 

increase the power, develop the resources, and promote the happiness of a Confederacy,�´���K�H��

stated, �³it is requisite that there should be so much of homogeneity that the welfare of every 

portion shall be the aim of the whole.�´���+�H�U�H�����'�D�Y�L�V���H�O�X�F�L�Gated a key protective nationalist point, 

�W�K�D�W���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���H�[�S�U�H�V�V���D���³�K�R�P�R�J�H�Q�H�L�W�\�´���R�I���G�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q���W�R���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W���W�K�H���³�D�L�P���R�I���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���´���W�K�H��

nation. The potential for suffering, then, was to be expected and embraced by every truly loyal 

southerner. In August 1861, Okolona, Mississippi resident C.W. Howe explained to his daughter 

how only a total abdication of self-�L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���Z�R�X�O�G���E�U�L�Q�J���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H�����³�,�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O��

�V�X�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���P�X�V�W���Q�R�W���E�H���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���I�R�U���D���P�R�P�H�Q�W���Z�K�H�Q���V�X�F�K���Y�D�V�W���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V���D�U�H���D�W���V�W�D�N�H���´���K�H���Z�U�R�We, 

                                                 
34 Francis Terry Leak Diary, January 27,  March 7, February 26, March 28, 1861, Francis Terry Leak Papers, 1839-
1865, fol. 12, vol. 6, 01095, SHC; Louisa T. Lovell to Joseph Lovell, January 27, 1861, Quitman Family Papers; 
Albert H. Clark to William C. McDonald, April 27, 1862, Clark Family Letters, UMDC, 
http://clio.lib.olemiss.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/civil_war&CISOPTR=22&REC=6 (Accessed 
December 10, 2011); Thomas F. Burton to Brother, August 12, 1861, Bullock and Hamilton Family Papers, 1757-
1971, fol. 32, 00101, SHC. 
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�³�W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�V�W���L�V���L�Q�H�Y�L�W�D�E�O�H���D�Q�G���Z�H���P�X�V�W���G�R���D�O�O���W�K�D�W���P�D�Q���F�D�Q���G�R���W�R���F�R�Q�T�X�H�U�����I�R�U���G�H�I�H�D�W���L�V���G�H�D�W�K���´����

Robert and Willie Hughes, of Pike County, similarly invoked corporeal sacrifice, telling their 

�F�R�X�V�L�Q���W�K�D�W���Z�K�L�O�H���³�W�K�H���Z�D�U���Z�L�W�K���D�O�O���L�W�V���K�R�U�U�R�U�V���L�V���X�S�R�Q���X�V���´���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�¶�V���³�R�Q�H���U�H�V�R�O�Y�H�´���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���³�D��

�S�H�U�I�H�F�W���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J�Q�H�V�V�����W�R���J�L�Y�H���D�O�O�����	���R�X�U���O�L�Y�H�V���W�R�R�����W�R���V�H�F�X�U�H���R�X�U���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���´35 Even if giving all 

to the Confederacy necessitated a loss of personal property or suffering physical deprivations, 

many Mississippians argued that this was the required price of independence. 

�7�K�L�V���S�U�L�F�H���Z�D�V���D�F�F�H�S�W�D�E�O�H���W�R���%�H�W�W�\���%�H�D�X�P�R�Q�W�¶�V���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�L�V�W���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�V�����Z�K�R�P���V�K�H��

�G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���D�V���³�H�D�J�H�U���W�R���G�R���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�D�X�V�H�����Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�R���V�D�F�U�L�I�L�F�H���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���D�Q�G��

ready to send their sons t�R���I�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G���W�R���G�L�H�«�L�Q���G�H�I�H�Q�V�H���R�I���6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V���´���,�Q���$�X�J�X�V�W��������������

�:�L�O�O�L�D�P���1�X�J�H�Q�W���W�R�O�G���K�L�V���Z�L�I�H���W�K�D�W���³�D���P�D�Q���P�X�V�W���G�R���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J�����L�Q���V�X�F�K���W�L�P�H�V���D�V���Z�H���D�U�H���K�D�Y�L�Q�J�����I�R�U��

�K�L�V���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���	���V�W�D�W�H�����D�Q�G���L�I���K�H���G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���I�L�J�K�W���K�H���R�X�J�K�W���W�R���Z�R�U�N���L�Q���R�W�K�H�U���Z�D�\�V���´���1�X�J�H�Q�W���E�Hlieved that 

�V�X�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���V�K�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���L�P�S�H�G�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�D�X�V�H�����³�7�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�W���K�R�P�H���P�X�V�W���Q�R�W���F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�����L�I��

�W�K�H�\���D�U�H���F�D�O�O�H�G���X�S�R�Q���W�R���V�X�I�I�H�U���L�Q�F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�F�H�V���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�S�U�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���H�Q�Q�R�E�O�L�Q�J���W�R���D�Q�\���S�H�R�S�O�H��

if willingly endured for the sake of the public good.�´���+�H���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�H�W�H�U�Q�D�O���V�K�D�P�H�´���Z�R�X�O�G��

�F�R�P�H���W�R���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���Z�K�R�V�H���D�U�P���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���³�U�D�L�V�H�G���L�Q���G�H�I�H�Q�V�H���R�I���K�L�V���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´���&�R�S�L�D�K���&�R�X�Q�W�\���Q�D�W�L�Y�H���-���-����

�/�L�W�W�O�H�����Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���W�R���K�L�V���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���)�R�U�W���0�F�5�H�H�����)�O�R�U�L�G�D�����D�J�U�H�H�G���Z�L�W�K���1�X�J�H�Q�W�����³�0�D�Q�����:�R�P�D�Q���	��

Child should be armed and eq�X�L�S�S�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���Z�D�U�I�D�U�H���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�H�Y�H�U�\���W�H�Q���\�H�D�U��

�R�O�G���%�R�\���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H�O�R�Q�J���W�R���D���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���&�R�P�S�D�Q�\���´���,�Q���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���O�H�W�W�H�U�����/�L�W�W�O�H���Z�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�V�X�F�K���W�K�L�Q�J�V��

as the people have been in the habit of buying they must now learn to do without and the sooner 

�Z�H���O�H�D�U�Q���W�K�L�V���O�H�V�V�R�Q���W�K�H���E�H�W�W�H�U���I�R�U���X�V���´���/�L�W�W�O�H���W�K�H�Q���D�G�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���L�I���N�L�O�O�H�G���L�Q���E�D�W�W�O�H���K�H���K�R�S�H�G���³�W�R���I�D�O�O���D�W��

                                                 
35 �³�,�Q�D�X�J�X�U�D�O���$�G�G�U�H�V�V���R�I���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���'�D�Y�L�V�����)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���������������������´ Proceedings of the Mississippi State Convention, 120, 
Documenting the American South; C.A. Howe to Daughter, August 2, 1861, Chiliab Smith Howe Papers, 1814-
1899, fol. 53, ser. 1.6, 03092, SHC; Robert and Willie Hughes to Mary Adams, November 24, 1861, Hughes Family 
Papers, 1790-1910, fol. 17, 02779, SHC; On the relationship between suffering and Confederate loyalty, see 
Quigley, Shifting Grounds, 171-213;  
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�W�K�H���S�R�V�W���R�I���G�X�W�\�����L�Q���W�K�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���R�I���P�\���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´36 Many Mississippians embraced protective 

nationalism as the only means of winning southern independence. In the process, they 

�G�R�Z�Q�J�U�D�G�H�G���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�L�W�\�����U�H�O�H�J�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���D�V���P�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W���S�D�U�W�V���L�Q���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���W�R���W�K�H��

greater whole of the nation. Such an all-consuming approach to nationalism left no room for 

dissent.  

The hyper-nationalist climate that characterized the secession campaign continued after 

the state legislature voted to secede. The vigilance committees and local mobs, operating on the 

paranoia that drove them to intimidate Unionist and cooperationts voters, now intensified their 

efforts to root out any perceived traitors who threatened to destroy the new Confederacy from 

within. Because protective nationalism required unbending national loyalty, any perceived 

wavering from such a stance constituted treason. Extremes begat extremes, and under such 

either-or circumstances, any alleged slight against the state, real or imaginary, had to be 

suppressed, and total loyalty enforced. The vigilance committees, then, attempted to enforce, 

through threats and physical intimidation, Confederate nationalism as the most paramount of all 

loyalties. The existence of men like John Wood and John Aughey proved that dissenters lurked 

in Mississippi, and their very existence threatened the implementation of the protective 

�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W���L�G�H�D�O�����:�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U���W�K�H���G�L�V�V�H�Q�W�H�U�V�¶���D�F�W�X�D�O���Q�X�P�E�H�U�V�����W�K�H���I�X�U�\���Z�L�W�K���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H���Y�L�J�L�O�D�Q�F�H��

committees sought to root them out demonstrated that, to achieve total devotion to the 

Confederacy, protective nationalists needed to enforce that devotion with the same measure of 

totality. These de-centralized attempts at organized loyalty enforcement foreshadowed the 

                                                 
36 Beaumont, Twelve Years of my Life, 169;  William L. Nugent to Nellie Smith  Nugent, August 10, 1861, May 26, 
1862, in Cash and Howorth, Eds., My Dear Nellie, 45, 77; J.J. Little to Parents, June 28, August 9, 1861, J.J. Little 
Collection, UMDC,   
http://clio.lib.olemiss.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/civil_war&CISOPTR=2183&REC=3 (Accessed 
December 10, 2011).   
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�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�¶�V���P�R�U�H���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O�L�]�H�G���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�V���D�W���S�R�O�L�F�L�Q�J���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���F�D�P�H���L�Q�W�R���I�X�O�O���H�I�I�Hct in 

Mississippi by 1862. 

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W���Y�L�J�L�O�D�Q�W�H�V���W�D�U�J�H�W�H�G���D�Q�\���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G�O�\���V�H�G�L�W�L�R�X�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���D�V���J�U�R�X�Q�G�V��

for punishment. In April 1861, Bunker Hill resident B.A. Terry informed Pettus that he and some 

�O�R�F�D�O�V���K�D�G���I�R�U�P�H�G���D���E�D�Q�G���³�I�R�U���W�K�H���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���R�I���U�H�S�H�O�O�L�Q�J���L�Q�V�X�U�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�H�J�U�R�H�V�´���D�Q�G���I�R�U��

�³�N�H�H�S�L�Q�J���G�R�Z�Q���7�R�U�\�L�V�P���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���´���7�H�U�U�\���V�R�X�J�K�W���W�R���E�\�S�D�V�V���O�R�F�D�O���S�H�D�F�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�U�V���E�\��

�J�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���W�R���L�Q�G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�H�O�\���G�H�W�D�L�Q���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���I�R�X�Q�G���³�K�R�V�W�L�O�H���W�R���W�K�H���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H��

interests of our c�R�P�P�R�Q���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´���,�Q���-�X�O�\���������������/�R�X�L�V�D���/�R�Y�H�O�O���G�H�W�D�L�O�H�G���U�X�P�R�U�V���W�K�D�W���K�H�U���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U����

�0�U�����0�D�U�V�K�D�O�����K�D�G���U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G���I�U�R�P���D���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���W�U�L�S���Z�K�H�U�H���K�H���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G�O�\���W�R�R�N���³�W�K�H���%�O�D�F�N���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F�D�Q��

�R�D�W�K���´���:�K�H�Q���Z�R�U�G���V�S�U�H�D�G���R�I���W�K�L�V���³�F�R�Z�D�U�G�O�\���V�X�E�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���´���O�R�F�D�O�V���F�K�D�V�H�G���K�L�P���D�Q�G���K�L�V���I�Dmily out of 

�1�D�W�F�K�H�]�����0�D�U�V�K�D�O���I�O�H�G���W�R���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J���³�W�R���V�D�Y�H���K�L�V���O�L�I�H���´���R�Q�O�\���W�R���E�H���P�H�W���E�\���D���³�I�X�U�L�R�X�V���P�R�E�´��

brandishing a noose. He survived because friends intervened and placed him on a steam boat. In 

May 1861, John Dickerson, leader of a Fair River, Mississip�S�L���Y�L�J�L�O�D�Q�F�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���³�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G��

�W�R���I�H�U�U�H�W���R�X�W���D�O�O���G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���L�Q���R�X�U���E�R�X�Q�G�V���´���D�V�N�H�G���3�H�W�W�X�V���Z�K�D�W���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���G�R�Q�H���Z�L�W�K���-�D�V�S�H�U��

�&�R�R�Q�����D���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U���Z�K�R�P���'�L�F�N�H�U�V�R�Q���O�D�E�H�O�H�G���D�V���³�G�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V�´���D�Q�G���³�R�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���R�X�U���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q��

�P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���´���&�R�R�Q���D�O�O�H�J�H�G�O�\���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���D�V���D �³�)�U�H�H���6�R�L�O�H�U�´���D�Q�G���R�S�H�Q�O�\���S�U�D�L�V�H�G���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�����'�L�F�N�H�U�V�R�Q��

�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���K�L�P���³�D�Q���H�Q�H�P�\���W�R���R�X�U���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\�´���Z�K�R���Z�R�X�O�G���³�L�Q�M�X�U�H���R�X�U���&�D�X�V�H���L�Q���D�Q�\���Z�D�\���W�K�D�W���K�H��

�F�R�X�O�G���´���D�Q�G���L�Q�T�X�L�U�H�G���D�V���W�R���³�Z�K�D�W���F�R�X�U�V�H���Z�H���P�X�V�W���W�D�N�H���Z�L�W�K���K�L�P���´37 The vigilance committees and 

makeshift mobs believ�H�G���W�K�D�W���D�O�O���V�X�E�Y�H�U�V�L�Y�H�V���Z�K�R���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�H�G���³�W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V���R�I���R�X�U���F�R�P�P�R�Q��

�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´���K�D�G���W�R���E�H���F�D�S�W�X�U�H�G�����)�R�U���W�K�H�V�H���H�D�U�O�\���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V�����W�K�H���D�F�W�X�D�O��

�Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���³�G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V�´���P�D�W�W�H�U�H�G���O�L�W�W�O�H�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���R�I���H�Y�H�Q���R�Q�H��

                                                 
37 B.A. Terry to John J. Pettus, April 30, 1861, John J. Pettus Correspondence, Roll 1812, Volume 36, Record Group 
27, MDAH; Daily Evening Citizen (Vicksburg, MS), January 15, 1861; Louisa T. Lovell to Joseph Lovell, July 9, 
1861, Quitman Family Papers, fol. 106; John Dickerson to John J. Pettus, May 18, 1861, Pettus Correspondence,  
roll 2776, vol. 37. 
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implicitly impeded their goal of ensuring that all Mississippians were totally loyal to the 

Confederate cause.  

With this protective nationalist goal in mind, the vigilance committees fervently targeted 

alleged traitors for conspiring against the new southern nation. Such was the intensity with which 

protective nationalists sought to enforce loyalty to a country still in its infancy. Writing to his 

friend Julia Southall, Columbus native and Union sympathizer, Henry Barnes, described how the 

hyper-nationalist atmosphere in Mississippi was pervasive to the point of rendering speech 

against the Confederacy treasonous, and contrasted it with that of the northern states, where he 

�Z�D�V���Y�L�V�L�W�L�Q�J���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�����³�,���V�W�R�S�S�H�G���D�W���&�K�L�F�D�J�R���R�Y�H�U���6�X�Q�G�D�\���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�L�Q���W�K�D�W���F�K�X�U�F�K���,���S�U�Dyed for 

the President of the U.S. in public for the first time in months and it gladdened my heart to be 

�D�E�O�H���W�R���G�R���V�R���´���%�D�U�Q�H�V���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�H�U�H���³�O�D�E�R�U�L�Q�J���X�Q�G�H�U���D���J�U�L�H�Y�R�X�V��

�P�L�V�W�D�N�H���´���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���E�H�H�Q���³�S�U�H�F�L�S�L�W�D�W�H�G���L�Q�W�R���U�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�´���E�\���³�G�H�V�L�J�Q�L�Q�J���P�H�Q���´���D���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���W�K�D�W���W�X�U�Q�H�G��

public speech into a treasonable offence. In January 1862, John Goss, the Ohio native who 

escaped a whipping by secessionists in Attala County a year earlier, ran afoul of the local 

vigilance committee when they discovered a letter Goss wrote to his brother in Ohio, describing 

�³�W�K�H���W�U�R�X�E�O�H�G���V�W�D�W�H���R�I���W�K�H���W�L�P�H�V�´���L�Q���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�����7�K�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���D�U�U�D�L�J�Q�H�G���*�R�V�V�����E�X�W���K�H���H�V�F�D�S�H�G��

�S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���S�X�Q�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D���I�U�L�H�Q�G�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�����*�R�V�V���W�K�H�Q���P�R�Y�H�G���W�R���+�R�O�P�H�V���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����E�X�W��

when another in�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���J�R�W���Z�L�Q�G���R�I���K�L�V���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���Y�L�H�Z�V�����*�R�V�V���D�J�D�L�Q���³�G�H�H�P�H�G���L�W���S�U�X�G�H�Q�W���W�R��

�P�L�J�U�D�W�H���´38 �:�K�H�W�K�H�U���R�U���Q�R�W���Y�L�J�L�O�D�Q�F�H���J�U�R�X�S�V�¶���W�D�U�J�H�W�V���Z�H�U�H���W�U�X�H���D�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V���D�Q�G���R�U���8�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V���Z�D�V��

less important than the fact that the hyper-nationalist climate rendered any behavior, including 

mere speech, grounds for suspicion. Those looking for subversives were bound to find them. 

                                                 
38 Henry Barnes to Julia Southall, May 20, 1861, Sowthall and Bowen Family Papers, 1833-1959, Folder 6, 04135, 
SHC; Jason Niles Diary, January 2, 1862, Documenting the American South. 



   

 54 

Treasonous speech alone could even be grounds for execution, as Chickasaw County 

planter Levi Naron, who eventually worked as a spy for the Union army under the name 

�³�&�K�L�F�N�D�V�D�Z���´���V�R�R�Q���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G�����,�Q�������������W�K�H���Y�L�J�L�O�D�Q�F�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���D�G�P�R�Q�L�V�K�H�G���K�L�P���W�R���³�G�H�V�L�V�W���I�U�R�P��

�V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\���´���7�K�H�\���K�D�G���V�H�Y�H�U�H�O�\���E�H�D�W�H�Q���R�Q�H���O�R�F�D�O���8�Q�L�R�Q���P�D�Q���D�Q�G���K�X�Q�J���W�Z�R��

�R�W�K�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���1�D�U�R�Q�¶�V���8�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�W���V�H�Q�W�L�P�H�Q�W�V���Z�H�U�H���Z�H�O�O���N�Q�R�Z�Q�� A few weeks later, armed men 

ambushed him at dusk and took him to a tree where they interrogated him and threatened the 

noose. When Naron refused to join the Confederate army, the men prepared to hang him, arguing 

�W�K�D�W���³�µ�Z�H���K�D�Y�H���D�O�O���J�R�W���W�R���I�L�J�K�W�����D�Q�G���K�H���Z�K�R���Z�L�O�O���Q�R�W���I�L�J�K�W���L�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���X�V���¶�´���1�D�U�R�Q���H�V�F�D�S�H�G���E�\��

eliciting the sympathies of some clergymen in the committee, but the threats eventually became 

too much, and he fled the county. Like Naron, Aughey avoided being lynched when a 

sympathetic layperson argued that he had uttered treasonous words, but had not committed 

treasonous actions, and that the committee was not operating with the proper civil or military 

authority. Others were not as lucky. A mob hung a Presbyterian Unionist pastor from Macon, 

murdered a friend of Aughey, and two friends of his former pupils simply disappeared. Aughey 

himself spent the rest of the war on the run and endured time in a Confederate prison before 

finally reaching Union lines.39 �1�D�U�R�Q�¶�V���D�Q�G���$�X�J�K�H�\�¶�V���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���X�Q�G�H�U�V�F�R�U�H�G���K�Rw even public 

�V�S�H�H�F�K���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�H�G���D�V���G�L�V�V�H�Q�W���L�Q���D�Q���D�W�P�R�V�S�K�H�U�H���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�¶�V���X�Q�T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�H�G��

authority had already been established by mob rule. 

�7�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���Y�L�J�L�O�D�Q�F�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�V���G�H�H�P�H�G���P�D�Q�\���V�X�V�S�L�F�L�R�X�V���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���³�D�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V���´��

or at least suggested that their alleged dissent against the Confederacy stemmed from their 

sympathizing with anti-slavery views, was no coincidence. These vigilance mobs owed much in 

terms of tactics and ideology to the antebellum slave patrols. Although the slave patrol existed 

                                                 
39 Thomas D. Cockrell and Michael B. Ballard, eds., Chickasaw, a Mississippi Scout for the Union: The Civil War 
Memoir of Levi H. Naron (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2005), 8-9, 12-21. Quotes on 8, 18; 
Aughey, Tupelo, 46-59, 65, 72-75. Quotes on 46-47.      
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before the Confederacy, vigilance committees patterned themselves after slave patrols because 

they too sought to counter threats to slavery, though in a different form. Slave patrols worked not 

only to control the behavior of seditious slaves but also that of suspicious whites who might aid 

slaves. Whereas in the antebellum period, supposed abolitionist infiltrators threatened slavery as 

an institution, the birth of the Confederacy, via its separation from the North, meant that 

abolitionists now threatened the Southern nation itself, because that nation was founded on the 

preservation of slavery. Nationalist-minded Confederates insisted that abolitionists had seized 

�S�R�Z�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q���D�Q�G���K�L�V���K�R�U�G�H���R�I���³�E�O�D�F�N���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F�D�Q�V���´��

Therefore, by threatening slavery, abolitionists now threatened the Confederacy itself.40   

In mid-January 1861, the Woodville Vigilance Committee drove two men out of town, 

one for using two names, the other for being an Illinois-�E�R�U�Q���³�V�X�V�S�H�F�W�H�G�´���D�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q�L�V�W�� A few 

months later, John Simmons wrote Pettus from Pike County wondering if the Home Guards had 

�S�H�U�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���W�R���G�H�W�D�L�Q���³�V�X�V�S�L�F�L�R�X�V���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���´���6�L�P�P�R�Q�V���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���I�R�X�Q�G��

�³�L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�Q�J���1�H�J�U�R�H�V���L�Q���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���D�V���D�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V���´���Z�K�L�O�H���D�O�V�R��

�E�R�D�V�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���L�I���G�U�D�I�W�H�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���D�U�P�\�����W�K�H�\���Z�R�X�O�G���³�W�D�N�H���W�K�H�L�U���I�L�U�V�W���V�K�R�W���D�W���-�H�I�����'�D�Y�L�V���´���+�H���Z�D�V��

�H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G���D�E�R�X�W���³�F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���W�K�D�W���V�O�L�S���L�Q�W�R���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�K�R�R�G�V���´���Z�K�R���Z�H�U�H���D�O�L�H�Q���W�R���W�K�H��

locals. Such suspicion proved especially insidious in the context of close-knit neighborhoods 

where everyone knew everyone else. In June 1861, Greene County resident O.J. Hood 

�F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���W�R���3�H�W�W�X�V���D�E�R�X�W���I�R�X�U���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���0�F�/�H�R�G���I�D�P�L�O�\�����Z�K�R���K�D�G���I�R�U���\�H�D�U�V���E�H�H�Q���³�X�V�L�Q�J��

abolition �V�H�Q�W�L�P�H�Q�W�V���´���,�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�����W�K�H���Y�L�J�L�O�D�Q�F�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���D�U�U�D�L�J�Q�H�G���W�K�H�P���D�Q�G���K�H�O�G���D���S�X�E�O�L�F��

�W�U�L�D�O�����$�O�O�H�Q���0�F�&�O�H�R�G���D�O�O�H�J�H�G�O�\���F�D�O�O�H�G���-�H�I�I�H�U�V�R�Q���'�D�Y�L�V���D���³�0�X�U�G�H�U�H�U�����6�F�D�P�S���D�Q�G���7�U�D�L�W�R�U���´���Z�K�L�O�H��

�K�L�V���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�����3�H�W�H�U�����F�R�P�S�D�U�H�G���W�K�H���V�O�D�Y�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���³�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���R�I���,�V�H�U�D�O���>�V�L�F�@�´���Z�K�R���Z�Ruld soon be freed. 

The committee gave Peter a choice between swearing the Confederate oath and leaving the 
                                                 
40 Hadden, Slave Patrols, 4, 167-203.  
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�F�R�X�Q�W�\�����:�K�H�Q���K�H���U�H�I�X�V�H�G���W�R���G�R���H�L�W�K�H�U�����+�R�R�G���F�R�Q�I�H�V�V�H�G���W�R���³�I�H�H�O�L�Q�J���D��little delicacy in resorting to 

�H�[�W�U�H�P�H���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���J�U�H�D�W���W�K�H���F�U�L�P�H���P�L�J�K�W���E�H���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���V�R�P�H���K�L�J�K�H�U���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���´41 That 

Hood even viewed anti-�V�O�D�Y�H�U�\���V�S�H�H�F�K���D�V���Z�R�U�W�K�\���R�I���³�H�[�W�U�H�P�H���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V�´���R�Q���P�H�Q���I�U�R�P���K�L�V���R�Z�Q��

neighborhood demonstrated the desire among Confederate nationalists for everyone to tow the 

party line. 

Confederate nationalists viewed any supposed threat to slavery as worthy of immediate 

�V�X�S�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����6�X�V�S�L�F�L�R�X�V���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���G�L�G���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���W�R���E�H���O�D�E�H�O�H�G���³�$�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V�´���W�R���E�H���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���D��

threat. In early 1862, Ro�[�D�Q�D���*�H�U�G�L�Q�H���W�R�O�G���K�H�U���V�L�V�W�H�U���W�K�D�W���³�Whe country here has a patrol every 

night to see that no suspicious person is around to incite the negroes���´���D�G�G�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�D suspicious 

looking woman�´���K�D�G���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���E�H�H�Q���K�D�Q�J�H�G in nearby Columbus�����7�K�H���Z�R�P�D�Q�¶�V���H�[�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q�H�U�V��

found Strychnine, along with �³papers�´���D�Q�G �³books�´���R�Q���K�H�U���S�H�U�V�R�Q�����³�+�D�Y�H���W�R���O�R�R�N���R�X�W���W�K�H�V�H���G�D�\�V��

�Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���G�R���´���*�H�U�G�L�Q�H���F�D�X�W�L�R�Q�H�G�����/�D�W�H�U���W�K�D�W���V�X�P�P�H�U, a Jefferson County Provost Marshal jailed 

an Ohio-�E�R�U�Q���P�D�Q���I�R�U���O�D�E�H�O�L�Q�J���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V���³�D���V�H�W���R�I���*���'���W�K�L�H�Y�H�V���´���Z�L�V�K�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��

�8�Q�L�R�Q���J�X�Q���E�R�D�W�V���Z�R�X�O�G���³�V�K�H�O�O���H�Y�H�U�\���*�R�G���'�D�P���S�O�D�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U���´���D�Q�G���F�D�O�O�L�Q�J���I�R�U���D���V�O�D�Y�H��

insurrection.42 In these incidents, perceived threats to slavery became threats to the nation. In the 

�Z�D�N�H���R�I���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���V�H�V�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�Ke formation of the Confederacy, the fact that slaves might be 

incited to insurrection by individuals within Mississippi itself immediately designated them 

enemies of the Confederate cause, which was based on the protection of slavery. Rooting out 

alleged dissidents who threatened slavery was the only way for protective nationalists to ensure 

that every Mississippi was loyal to the nation and the institution that bolstered it.  

                                                 
41 Daily Evening Citizen (Vicksburg, MS), January 15, 1861; John T. Simmons to John J. Pettus, September 25, 
1861, in Bettersworth, ed., Mississippi in the Confederacy, Vol. 1, 294; O.J. Hood to John J. Pettus, June 19, 1861, 
in Ibid, 293-294. 
42 Roxana Chapin Gerdine to Emily McKinstry Chapin, March 21, 1862, Gerdine Collection, UMDC, 
http://clio.lib.olemiss.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/civil_war&CISOPTR=1654&REC=12 (Accessed 
December 6, 2011); How Hines to John J. Pettus, June 5, 1862, in Bettersworth, ed., Mississippi in the Confederacy, 
Vol. 1, 295. 



   

 57 

In 1860 and 1861 the methods for enforcing protective nationalism in Mississippi were 

already in place. This type of nationalism envisioned individual citizens as component parts in 

service to the greater nation, and it demanded a total devotion of bodies and resources to 

achieving the goal of Confederate independence. Relying on a long tradition of public and 

institutional acquiescence to extralegal mob violence, Secessionists and then Confederates 

created a deeply partisan atmosphere hostile to any possible dissenters who might question the 

wisdom of disunion or the authority of the new Confederacy. They threatened violence against 

Unionist and cooperationist voters during the secession campaign, and left few options on the 

�E�D�O�O�R�W���I�R�U���W�K�R�V�H���Z�L�V�K�L�Q�J���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���E�X�W���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���G�L�V�X�Q�L�R�Q�����)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V��

vote to secede, these same hyper-nationalist groups continued their campaign of rooting out and 

containing or exiling supposed abolitionists and Union sympathizers. In 1861, however, these 

attempts at organized loyalty enforcement were still de-centralized. The fact that many vigilance 

committee members questioned Pettus about what to do with captured alleged dissidents reveals 

�W�K�D�W���D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V���R�I���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���H�[�W�U�D�O�H�J�D�O���P�R�E�V�����W�K�H�\���O�D�F�N�H�G���W�K�H���P�R�U�H���H�[�D�F�W��

and centralized system for policing loyalty that the Confederate government would enact by mid-

1862. This more centralized system was, in turn, a product of the new, expanded nation state that 

emerged in both the North and South during the Civil War.  

The vigilance committees and other extralegal groups, however, did not emerge in a 

vacuum, nor did they by force alone compel Mississippians into disunion. Rather, these groups 

were the extreme product of the already extreme concept: protective nationalism. They did not 

create this nationalist fervor, they embodied it, and they flourished �L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�N�H���R�I���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�¶�V��

election with the support of a majority of Mississippians. Across the state, people rejoiced at the 

idea of an independent Confederacy, and vowed to devote all of their resources to its cause. 
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Mississippians were temporarily overtaken by militaristic fervor, as circumstances made it easier 

for them to embrace protective nationalism when it did not require much material sacrifice. In 

these circumstances, declarations of loyalty, and the prioritization of micro and macro 

allegiances, were more clear-cut. This all-consuming nationalism, however, was built on sandy 

foundations that ultimately made it difficult to uphold. Its attempts to completely negate the 

influence of other loyalties proved unworkable in practice. 

�7�K�H���Y�L�J�L�O�D�Q�F�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�V�¶���D�Q�G���O�D�W�H�U���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V��attempts to use force 

as a means of squelching out all perceived dissent revealed the impossibility of enacting a 

concept at odds with the reality of human loyalty layers. Protective nationalism seemed realistic 

�L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�U�¶�V���H�D�U�O�\���P�R�Q�W�K�V����but when the Union army entered the state in the summer of 1862, its 

presence, and the shifting circumstances of the war, forced Mississippians to reexamine what 

Confederate loyalty meant in light of other attachments. They did not abandon the Confederate 

cause in the wake of war-induced hardships, nor did they suddenly embrace the Union cause. 

Rather, wartime hardships were the catalysts that lesse�Q�H�G���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P�¶�V���D�S�S�H�D�O�����7�K�H�V�H��

hardships served as a trenchant reminder to Mississippians that living up to the protective 

nationalist ideal of total devotion to the nation meant neglecting their other, multiple loyalties, 

which did not cease to influence human behavior merely to accommodate the demands of 

wartime hyper-nationalists. 
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�&�K�D�S�W�H�U���7�Z�R�����³�:ell Calculated to Test the Loyalty of her Citizens���´���3�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�����3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H����
and the Oath of Allegiance 

 
In August of 1862, the Canton American Citizen published an editorial proclaiming the 

�L�Q�G�H�I�D�W�L�J�D�E�O�H���U�H�V�R�O�Y�H���R�I���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���L�Q���W�K�H���I�D�F�H���R�I���D���8�Q�L�R�Q���D�U�P�\���R�Q�V�O�D�X�J�K�W�����³�6�R���I�D�U���D�V���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L��

�L�V���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G���´���L�W���E�R�D�V�W�H�G�����³�W�K�H���<�D�Q�N�H�H�V���Z�L�O�O���K�D�Y�H��bitter and unrelenting foes to fight for one 

�K�X�Q�G�U�H�G���\�H�D�U�V�����L�I���W�K�H�\���F�K�R�R�V�H���W�R���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�V�W���V�R���O�R�Q�J���´���7�K�H���S�D�S�H�U���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V��

�V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���D�V���³�I�X�U�L�R�X�V���G�H�Y�L�O�V���L�Q���E�D�W�W�O�H���´���D�Q�G��assured �W�K�D�W���L�W�V���Z�R�P�H�Q���³�R�I�I�H�U�H�G���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H��

�V�K�U�L�Q�H���R�I���O�L�E�H�U�W�\�´���P�X�F�K���O�L�N�H���³�W�K�H���4�X�H�H�Q���0�R�W�K�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���*�U�D�F�F�K�L���´���&�R�U�Q�H�O�L�D�����R�I���$�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���5�R�P�H����

�Z�K�R�V�H���V�W�H�D�G�I�D�V�W���G�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q���W�R���K�H�U���V�R�Q�V���7�L�E�H�U�L�X�V���D�Q�G���*�D�L�X�V���*�U�D�F�F�K�X�V�����W�K�H���³�*�U�D�F�F�K�L���´���D�Q�G���W�L�U�H�O�H�V�V��

�F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���5�R�P�D�Q���U�H�S�X�E�O�L�F���P�D�G�H���K�H�U���W�K�H���P�R�G�H�O���P�D�W�U�R�Q���L�Q���F�O�D�V�V�L�F�D�O���O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�����³�(�Y�H�Q��our 

�V�O�D�Y�H�V���G�H�V�S�L�V�H���W�K�H���<�D�Q�N�H�H�V���´���W�K�H��Citizen claimed, confident that the servants would aid their 

masters in driving the invaders from the state.1  

In a stark contrast to the �&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�¶�V confidence, however, the June 1863 issue of the Macon 

Beacon cast doubt �R�Q���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H�����$�V���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O��

�8�O�\�V�V�H�V���6�����*�U�D�Q�W�¶�V���W�U�R�R�S�V���P�D�U�F�K�H�G���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J�����W�K�H��Beacon warned that if the city fell, 

�³�W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���6�W�D�W�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���K�R�V�W�L�O�H���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���W�K�H���V�S�L�U�L�W���R�I���R�X�U���S�H�R�Sle will be 

�V�X�E�M�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���D���W�H�V�W���R�I���I�L�G�H�O�L�W�\���W�R���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H���I�R�U���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���L�O�O���S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���´���7�K�H���S�D�S�H�U��

�F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V���Z�R�X�O�G���³�G�L�V�J�U�D�F�H���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V�´���E�\���F�D�Y�L�Q�J���W�R���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���U�X�O�H���³�Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H��

love of property and of principle operate in different dir�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���´���D�Q�G���G�L�V�S�D�U�D�J�H�G���³�W�K�H���E�D�V�H��

�Z�U�H�W�F�K���Z�K�R���V�Z�H�D�U�V���D���O�L�H�����W�R���V�D�Y�H���K�L�V���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�´���E�\���W�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���R�D�W�K�����7�K�H��Beacon found this 

�E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���J�D�O�O�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���I�D�F�H���R�I���D���K�R�V�W�L�O�H���I�R�H�����D�V�V�H�U�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���R�Q�O�\���³�X�Q�Z�D�Y�H�U�L�Q�J���F�R�X�U�D�J�H��

                                                 
1 �³�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���D�Q�G���W�K�H���:�D�U���´��American Citizen ���&�D�Q�W�R�Q�����0�6�������$�X�J�X�V�W�����������������������³Corne�O�L�D�´  The Concise Oxford 
Companion to Classical Literature. Eds. M.C. Howatson and Ian Chilvers. Oxford University Press, 1996. Oxford 
Reference Online. Oxford University Press. University of Calgary. Accessed February 14, 2011. 
http://www.oxfordreference.com/views/ENTRY.html?subview=Main&entry=t9.e737.   
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and unyielding resistance un�G�H�U���D�O�O���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V�´���Z�R�X�O�G���H�Q�V�X�U�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���Y�L�F�W�R�U�\��2 In 

encouraging resistance to Union invasion, the Beacon hoped to make Mississippians live up to 

the nationalist ideal that the American Citizen promoted a year earlier.  

By suggesting that white southerners should be, per the �&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�¶�V description, resolutely 

patriotic, and decrying them as traitors when they fell short, the Beacon and other proponents of 

total nationalism did not consider how individuals negotiated between multiple loyalties. 

Consider the case of Tishomingo County resident James B. Wells. In November 1863, the 

Federal army arrested Wells for bushwhacking in north Mississippi, but released him after he 

swore the Union oath. Soon after, Confederate officials charged him with treason. He claimed to 

�E�H���D���S�R�R�U���Z�D�J�R�Q���P�D�N�H�U���Z�K�R���Z�D�V���H�[�H�P�S�W�H�G���I�U�R�P���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���G�X�H���W�R���³�U�K�H�X�P�D�W�L�V�P�V�´���D�Q�G��

�³�W�K�D�W���K�H���P�L�J�K�W���Z�R�U�N���R�Q���K�L�V���W�U�D�G�H���´���+�H���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���W�R�R�N���W�K�H���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���R�D�W�K���R�X�W���R�I���D���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R���³�J�R��

�E�D�F�N���W�R���K�L�V���I�D�P�L�O�\�����Z�K�R���Z�H�U�H���L�Q���G�D�Q�J�H�U���R�I���V�W�D�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���´���D�Q�G���L�Q�V�L�V�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���Z�D�V���³�D���W�U�X�H���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q��

�P�D�Q�´���Z�K�R���³�E�L�W�W�H�U�O�\���U�H�J�U�H�W�W�H�G���W�K�H���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\���O�D�L�G���R�Q���K�L�P���W�R���W�D�N�H���W�K�L�V���R�D�W�K���´���:�H�O�O�V���R�I�I�H�U�H�G���W�R���M�R�L�Q��

the Confederate army if so required, but preferred to be detailed to tend to work and family. 

Ultimately, the Confedera�W�H�V���G�H�H�P�H�G���K�L�P���³�K�R�Q�H�V�W���	���W�U�X�W�K�I�X�O�´���D�Q�G���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��

conscript bureau release him.3 

When considering people like Wells, historians often ask whether they were loyal 

Confederates, but this question rests on the assumption that national allegiance guided their 

actions, which can lead to differing conclusions. Depending on the proclivities of the observer, 

�W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V�¶���M�X�G�J�P�H�Q�W���R�I���:�H�O�O�V���D�V���³�K�R�Q�H�V�W���	���W�U�X�W�K�I�X�O�´���P�L�J�K�W���U�H�Q�G�H�U���K�L�P���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H��

                                                 
2 Beacon (Macon, MS), June 10, 1863. 
3 Statement of James H. Harrington regarding James B. Wells, November 26, 1863; Arrest Papers of James B. 
Wells, November 26, 1863, Nos. C 871-1071, Roll 88, Letters Received by the Confederate Secretary of War 
(Hereafter cited as LRSCW), M-437, War Department Collection of Confederate Records, Record Group 109, 
National Archives and Records Administration (Hereafter cited as NARA). 
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�&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�¶�V �S�D�W�U�L�R�W�V���R�I���³�E�U�L�O�O�L�D�Q�W���F�R�O�R�U�V���´���2�Q���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���K�D�Q�G�����Kis oath-swearing might relegate him to 

the �%�H�D�F�R�Q�¶�V �G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D���³�E�D�V�H���Z�U�H�W�F�K�´���Z�K�R���V�Z�R�U�H���D���O�L�H���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���K�L�V���V�H�O�I���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V�����:�H�O�O�V�¶��

assertion that he swore the oath out of concerns for self and family suggests that, patriotic 

feelings aside, these micr�R���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V���Z�H�U�H���R�Q���K�L�V���P�L�Q�G�����:�K�H�W�K�H�U���:�H�O�O�V���Z�D�V���D���³�V�W�U�R�Q�J�´���R�U���³�Z�H�D�N�´��

Confederate cannot be known. In such instances, rather than ask how loyal a Confederate he was, 

historians should ask what other fidelities beyond nationalism motivated him. Doing so leads to a 

�F�O�H�D�U�H�U���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���K�R�Z���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V���J�X�L�G�H�G���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q�H�U�V�¶���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���&�L�Y�L�O��

War. The influence of these different allegiances, in turn, reveals that the reach and impact of the 

nineteenth century nation-state was more limited than historians have concluded, despite the 

�&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U�¶�V���L�P�E�X�L�Q�J���L�W���Z�L�W�K���H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G���D�S�S�D�U�D�W�X�V�H�V���I�R�U���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� 

This chapter examines how Confederate and Union forces tried to police and enforce 

total national loyalty among Mississippians by judging them according to the new standard of 

protective nationalism. Although Mississippians had largely embraced a protective nationalist 

fervor during the buildup to secession and throughout the first year of the war, such enthusiasm 

�F�D�P�H���H�D�V�\���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W�¶�V���K�Drdships had yet to come to their doorsteps. As the second year 

�R�I���W�K�H���Z�D�U���D�U�U�L�Y�H�G�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���W�H�V�W�H�G���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���V�X�S�S�U�H�V�V���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�L�O�O��

influential loyalty layers in the name of total nationalist devotion. Indeed, their multiple 

allegiances made loyalty enforcement problematic for two warring national governments seeking 

�W�R���S�X�W���D�O�O���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���L�Q�W�R���G�L�F�K�R�W�R�P�L�]�H�G���³�O�R�\�D�O�´���D�Q�G���³�G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O�´���F�D�P�S�V�����7�K�H���L�G�H�D�O�V���R�I���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H��

nationalism proved elusive when faced with the harsh reality of its practical implication on the 

ground. 

When Union forces entered the state in the summer of 1862, they attempted to enforce 

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���W�R���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�V�P�V���O�L�N�H���W�K�H���R�D�W�K�����&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H��
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forces responded by enforcing the protective nationalist model that emerged during the secession 

crisis, labeling treasonous any citizens who showed perceived deference to the Federals. As 

�(�O�L�]�D�E�H�W�K���'�X�T�X�H�W�W�H���Q�R�W�H�V�����W�K�H���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U�¶�V���W�Z�R���I�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���Z�D�V���R�Q�O�\��

�J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�G���³�L�I���I�U�L�H�Q�G �Z�D�V���V�\�V�W�H�P�D�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���D�Q�G���U�H�O�L�D�E�O�\���G�L�V�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K�H�G���I�U�R�P���I�R�H���´���:�L�W�K���W�K�L�V���S�R�L�Q�W���L�Q��

�P�L�Q�G�����³�Z�D�U���W�D�N�H�V���Z�K�D�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D�U�J�X�H�G���D�V���D�Q���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�«�W�K�H���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���I�U�L�H�Q�G��

and enemy, and, stripping away all potential nuance, demands the clear categorization of all 

�S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���´4 �,�Q���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�����&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���I�R�U�F�H�V�¶���U�H�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���Q�X�D�Q�F�H�V���R�I���K�X�P�D�Q��

loyalty layers, via their need to distinguish friend from enemy, resulted in an attempt at total 

loyalty enforcement. This attempt contributed to an already heated climate that turned everyday 

actions into potential �W�H�V�W�V���R�I���D�Q���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�¶�V��fealty to one side or the other. Union forces 

operated under the same concept. 

Many Mississippians, however, acted on allegiances separate from nationalism, even as 

Confederate partisans used nationalist language �W�R���M�X�G�J�H���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V��behavior. Others embraced a 

�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Y�L�V�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���L�G�H�D�O���R�I���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�Q�J���D�O�O���K�X�P�D�Q���D�Q�G���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O��

resources to the goal of achieving Confederate independence. In these situations, the model of 

�S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���O�H�G���F�L�Y�L�O���D�Q�G���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���H�[�W�H�Q�G���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���D�S�S�D�U�D�W�X�V�H�V��

�L�Q�W�R���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���O�L�Y�H�V���L�Q���D�Q���H�I�I�R�U�W���W�R���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H�����D�Q���H�I�I�R�U�W���V�W�\�P�L�H�G���E�\���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶��

�P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V�����7�K�X�V�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶s experience demonstrates how the newly-empowered 

modern nation-state emerged during the Civil War, a model that subsequently arose during 

succeeding American conflicts.5 Paradoxically, however, the war created a strong state that was, 

                                                 
4 Elizabeth Duquette, Loyal Subjects: Bonds of Nation, Race and Allegiance in Nineteenth-Century America 
(Piscataway, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2010), 42. 
5 For studies that argue that the Civil War created the modern American nation-state, see Richard Franklin Bensel, 
Yankee Leviathan: The Origins of Central State Authority in America, 1859-1877 (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1990); Peter and Nicholas Onuf, Nations, Markets and War: Modern History and the American 
Civil War (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2006); Melinda Lawson, Patriot Fires: Forging a New 
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in the most crucial aspect, not that strong. Despite its expanded powers, it could not enforce total 

loyalty among its subjects, which was the very justification for its increased powers in the first 

place. 

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���Z�D�V���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���R�I���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���P�D�M�R�U���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U�¶s western theater, 

which ensured that Mississippians would be in close contact with the Union army through most 

of the conflict. Following the defeat at the Battle of Shiloh, Tennessee, fought on April 6-7, 

1862, Confederate forces retreated south to Corinth, Mississippi, with the bloody and battered 

Union forces in slow pursuit. In the meantime, the Confederates realized their untenable position 

against a numerically superior foe and evacuated the city. The Federals marched into Corinth 

unopposed on May 30, establishing a foothold in Mississippi that, when combined with Union 

operations on the Mississippi River, they retained from that point on. The Union thrust into the 

state culminated on July 4, 1863, when �*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���-�R�K�Q���3�H�P�E�H�U�W�R�Q�¶�V���$�U�P�\���R�I���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J��

surrendered to Ulysses S. Grant after a three month siege. Confederate military fortunes in 

Mississippi never recovered after the Vicksburg campaign. Capturing the city gave the Federals a 

base from which they could raid throughout the state for the remainder of the war. In mid-July 

1863, Pontotoc County resident M.J. Blackwell recognized this fact immediately, telling his 

sister-in-�O�D�Z���W�K�D�W���³�V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���I�D�O�O���R�I���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J���,���V�X�S�S�R�V�H���Z�H���P�D�\���O�R�R�N���I�R�U���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���V�W�D�W�H���W�R���E�H��

�R�Y�H�U�U�X�Q���´6 Union occupation posed numerous challenges for Mississippians, especially in 

regards to the ethical quandaries around swearing the oath of allegiance. 

                                                                                                                                                             
American Nationalism in the Civil War North (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2002); Stephanie McCurry, 
Confederate Reckoning: Power and Politics in the Civil War South (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2010). 
6 Ben Wynne, �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U�����$���1�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���+�L�V�W�R�U�\ (Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 2006), 63-71; 
Michael B. Ballard, Vicksburg: The Campaign that Opened the Mississippi (Chapel Hill: University of North 
Carolina Press, 2004), 422-431; Timothy B. Smith, Mississippi in the Civil War: The Home Front (Jackson: 
University Press of Mississippi, 2010), 3, 120; M.J. Blackwell to Margaret E. Blackwell, July 17, 1863, Margaret E. 
Blackwell Papers, folder 1, 04790-z, Southern Historical Collection, Wilson Library, University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill (hereafter cited as SHC). 
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Historian Anne Rubin notes that many Confederates considered an oath taken under 

coercion inherently non-binding. They therefore swore it pragmatically, allowing them to violate 

it with a clean conscience as a means to achieving other ends like securing housing, food and 

protection, while still remaining loyal Confederates.7 �+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H���O�L�Q�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���³�S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O�´���D�Q�G��

�³�L�G�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�´���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���L�V��often blurry. Although Rubin concedes that oath-swearing was not 

always an indication of disloyalty, her assertion that oath-takers were de-facto Confederates 

implies that nationalism remained the bedrock standard by which southerners judged their 

actions. This assumption fails to consider the constrained circumstances under which people 

swore oaths. Mississippians took the oath as a means to get something they wanted, such as 

trading passes, protection from Confederate conscription agents, or permission to visit relations 

behind the lines. In order to achieve these desired ends, they had to profess Union loyalty to 

Federal authorities. They thereby took part in the wartime nationalist discourse in which 

�S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q�V���W�U�L�H�G���W�R���D�V�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�V�¶���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V���W�R���R�Q�H���V�L�G�H���R�U���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U�����D�Q���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W��

rendered all claims of allegiance inherently suspect. To explain how oath-taking undermined the 

effectiveness of protective nationalism during the Civil War, this chapter examines the reasons 

some Mississippians gave for criticizing oath-takers, and how oath-takers defended their actions. 

�&�U�L�W�L�F�V���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���D���U�H�O�L�D�E�O�H���P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�V�P���I�R�U���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�L�Q�J���D���S�H�U�V�R�Q�¶�V���O�R�\�D�O�W�\�����%�\���F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W����

rather than demonstrating pragmatism, oath-takers invoked multiple loyalties to self and family 

that had little to do with separate nationalist feelings.  

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V���O�H�V�V���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�G���D�Q�G���O�H�V�V���K�L�H�U�D�U�F�K�L�F�D�O���V�R�F�L�H�W�\�����F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D���3�U�R�W�H�V�W�D�Q�W��

suspicion of ritualistic pomp and circumstance, meant that oaths never entailed the same level of 

ceremonial reverence there that they did in other societies. Nevertheless, the use of oaths as a 

                                                 
7 Anne Sarah Rubin, A Shattered Nation: The Rise and Fall of the Confederacy, 1861-1868 (Chapel Hill: University 
of North Carolina Press, 2005), 95-97. 
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mechanism for identifying allegiance had been established in the United States well before the 

outbreak of the Civil War. Upon their arrival in New England, the Puritans instituted an oath to 

�L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���W�K�R�V�H���O�R�\�D�O���W�R���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���F�R�P�P�R�Q�Z�H�D�O�W�K�����7�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���L�W�H�P���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���F�R�O�R�Q�L�H�V�¶��

new printing press in 1639 was the loyalty oath. Americans during the Revolutionary era also 

�H�P�E�U�D�F�H�G���W�K�H���R�D�W�K�����D�Q�G���*�H�R�U�J�H���:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���Y�L�H�Z�H�G���L�W���D�V���D���U�H�O�L�D�E�O�H���³�W�H�V�W���D�F�W�´���I�R�U���G�L�V�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K�L�Q�J��

friends from enemies. Thus, oaths played an important role in affirming human relationships and 

in demonstrating honor in eighteenth and nineteenth century America, especially in the South. In 

many aspects of southern life, including gentlemanly agreements, university formalities, and 

demonstrations of honor and integrity between political rivals, the oath served as a binding 

contract to be respected by those within the circle of honor who swore it. Moreover, southern 

�K�R�Q�R�U���V�H�U�Y�H�G���E�R�W�K���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�X�Q�D�O���I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����$���S�H�U�V�R�Q�¶�V���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���Z�R�U�W�K���Z�D�V���L�Q���S�D�U�W��

measured by their status within the community, and southerners looked to peer-approval on 

public and private matters.8 

From 1861 through the end of Reconstruction, the northern government relied on the oath 

as the chief mechanism for enforcing loyalty and for bringing the South back into the Union. The 

Federal army in Mississippi made the otherwise voluntary oath a prerequisite for Mississippians 

�Z�L�V�K�L�Q�J���W�R���W�U�D�Y�H�O���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���R�U���W�U�D�G�H���D�W���8�Q�L�R�Q���O�L�Q�H�V�����0�R�U�H�R�Y�H�U�����)�H�G�H�U�D�O���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V�¶��

conception of loyalty to the Union specifically referred to the Union that formed as the war 

progressed, embracing emancipation and reconstruction of the seceded states. This new 

�F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���P�D�Q�\���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�Y�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���D�V��

                                                 
8 Duquette, Loyal Subjects, 46; Stephen V. Ash, When the Yankees Came: Conflict and Chaos in the Occupied 
South, 1861-1865 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1995), 44-45, 60-61; Bertram Wyatt-Brown, 
Southern Honor: Ethics and Behavior in the Old South (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1982), 33-34, 55-57 
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constituting the old antebellum political order with slavery intact.9 Mississippians, then, held 

varying opinions about taking the oath. Some wrestled over the serious ethical dilemmas the oath 

presented, but others viewed oath swearing and its attendant implications about loyalty as 

irrelevant because they took the oath out of allegiances altogether distinct from nationalism.  

One Mississippian who considered the oath a serious matter was Vicksburg-based 

Episcopal minister William Wilberforce Lord. In a lengthy 1863 treatise, Lord ruminated over 

�³�Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���D���P�D�Q���R�Z�L�Q�J���W�U�X�H���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���W�R���R�Q�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�´���F�R�X�O�G���L�Q���J�R�R�G���I�D�L�W�K���³�W�D�N�H���D�Q���L�Q�V�L�Q�F�H�U�H��

�R�D�W�K���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���D���K�R�V�W�L�O�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���´���$�Q���R�D�W�K���W�D�N�H�Q���X�Q�G�H�U���D�Q�\���N�L�Q�G���R�I���G�X�U�H�V�V�����/�R�U�G���U�H�D�V�R�Q�H�G����

was void by law since the nature of its administering was itself a breach of law. Nonetheless, 

Lord viewed the oath as still morally-�E�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���Z�K�H�Q���R�Q�H�¶�V���O�L�I�H���G�L�G���Q�R�W���K�D�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H��

�E�D�O�D�Q�F�H�����'�L�V�W�U�H�V�V�H�G���W�K�D�W���P�D�Q�\���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H�G���D���³�V�W�U�R�Q�J���W�H�P�S�W�D�W�L�R�Q�´���W�R���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���R�D�W�K����

�/�R�U�G���L�Q�V�L�V�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���U�H�I�U�D�L�Q���I�U�R�P���G�R�L�Q�J���V�R�����H�Y�H�Q���L�I���W�K�H���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���³�V�H�Uious loss and 

�G�H�W�U�L�P�H�Q�W���W�R���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V���´���+�H���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���D�Q�\���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q���Z�K�R���V�Z�R�U�H���L�W���Z�D�V��

�³�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�H�G���E�\���Q�R���K�L�J�K�H�U���P�R�W�L�Y�H���W�K�D�Q���V�H�O�I-�L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���´10 �/�R�U�G�¶�V���Y�L�H�Z���R�I���R�D�W�K-swearing fit squarely 

within the protective nationalist model. For him there could be no compromise between loyalty 

to the state and personal interests. Mississippians should be wholly devoted to the Confederacy, 

and any deviations from this all-or-nothing approach to nationalism were unacceptable.  

Other Mississippians agreed with Lord that oath-swearing resulted from the moral 

weakness of insufficient patriotism by those who placed themselves over the Confederacy. 

Writing to his son in the army in April 1863, Jackson, Mississippi resident William Thompson 

noted that in Lauderdale Count�\�����³�D�O�O���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���>�8�Q�L�R�Q�@���O�L�Q�H�V���K�D�Y�H���W�D�N�H�Q���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���R�I��

                                                 
9 Duquette, Loyal Subjects, 47; Harold Melvin Hyman, Era of the Oath: Northern Loyalty Tests During the Civil 
War and Reconstruction (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1954), 35; Richard Franklin Bensel, The 
American Ballot Box in the Mid-Nineteenth Century (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2004), 225-226.    
10 �³�&�R�Q�V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�����2�U���µ�7�K�H���2�D�W�K���¶���0�R�U�D�O�O�\���D�Q�G���3�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���&�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G�����$���6�H�U�P�R�Q���E�\���W�K�H���5�H�Y����
�:���:�����/�R�U�G���´��Daily Southern Crisis (Jackson, MS), January 3, 1863. 
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�D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���´���&�D�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H���)�H�G�H�U�D�O�V���D���³�I�L�H�Q�G�L�V�K�´���D�Q�G���³�K�H�O�O�L�V�K�«�K�R�U�G�H���´���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q���F�R�Q�G�H�P�Q�H�G��

�³�W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���D�U�H���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�R���J�R���E�D�F�N���L�Q�W�R���D���X�Q�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�P�����6�X�F�K���F�U�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���D�U�H���P�R�U�H���D�E�K�R�U�U�H�Q�W���W�R��

me than the vile �<�D�Q�N�H�H�V���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���´ �+�L�Q�G�V���&�R�X�Q�W�\���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���(�O�L�]�D���6�L�Y�H�O�\���H�F�K�R�H�G���7�K�R�P�V�R�Q�¶�V��

�V�H�Q�W�L�P�H�Q�W�����W�H�O�O�L�Q�J���K�H�U���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�����³�,���D�P���V�R�U�U�\���W�R���V�D�\���P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���R�I���+�L�Q�G�V���D�U�H���Y�H�U�\���P�X�F�K��

�G�H�P�R�U�D�O�L�]�H�G���D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���W�D�N�H�Q���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���´���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���R�Q�H���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���Z�K�R���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���D���³�K�R�W���V�H�F�H�V�K���´���,�Q��

February 1863, a Hinds County police board member complained to the governor that nearly all 

�R�W�K�H�U���E�R�D�U�G���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���K�D�G���³�W�D�N�H�Q���W�K�H���2�D�W�K���R�I���$�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���W�R���W�K�H���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���´���:�L�O�O�L�D�P��

Dameron, writing to his wife from Meridian in November 1863, com�P�H�Q�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���D���I�U�L�H�Q�G���³�K�D�G��

�J�R�W�W�H�Q���D���S�D�V�V���W�R���J�R���W�R���0�H�P�S�K�L�V�´���D�Q�G���U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G���³�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���E�H�L�Q�J���F�R�P�S�H�O�O�H�G���W�R���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���´���E�X�W��

�D�G�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�.�H�U�V�K�D�Z���D�O�V�R���Z�H�Q�W�����E�X�W���K�H���W�R�R�N���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���± money, money, money, what will it not 

�P�D�N�H���D���P�D�Q���G�R���	���E�H�F�R�P�H���´11 Oath-takers often elicited criticisms from fellow citizens. Indeed, a 

great many Mississippians considered taking it to be a treasonous offence.  

Mississippi soldier Edwin Miller, for example, writing to his mother from Virginia in 

�0�D�U�F�K���������������E�U�L�V�W�O�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���³�Z�U�H�W�F�K�H�V���L�Q���1�R�U�W�K���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�«�Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H���W�D�N�H�Q���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���R�I��

�D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�X�U���H�Q�H�P�L�H�V���´���S�U�R�P�L�V�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���Z�R�X�O�G���S�D�\���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���W�U�H�D�V�R�Q�����³�>�7�@�K�H�\���Z�L�O�O��

reap the harvest which they are now sowing when the war is over, and the Mississippians who 

are now serving their c�R�X�Q�W�U�\���U�H�W�X�U�Q���K�R�P�H���´���K�H���Z�D�U�Q�H�G�����³�L�W���L�V���P�\���P�R�V�W���G�H�Y�R�X�W���Z�L�V�K���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\��

should have their heads shaved on one side and be branded, as deserters are, with a red hot iron, 

�D�V���W�U�D�L�W�R�U�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���E�D�Q�L�V�K�H�G���I�R�U�H�Y�H�U���I�U�R�P���R�X�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´���:���&�����7�D�\�O�R�U�����R�I���3�D�Q�R�O�D���&�R�X�Q�W�\����also 

considered oath-takers to be traitors, and chafed at rumors that he was among them. Following 

                                                 
11 William H. Thomson to Ruffin Thomson, April, No Date, 1863, Ruffin Thomson Papers, 1822-1889, folder 6, 
03315, SHC; Eliza H.B. Sively to Jane Sivley, Undated, Jane Sively Letters, 1862-1867, folder 4, 01891-z, Ibid; 
R.C. Webb to John J. Pettus, February 28, 1863, John J. Pettus Correspondence, Roll 1446, Volume 51, Record 
Group 27, Mississippi Department of Archives and History, Jackson, Mississippi (Hereafter cited as MDAH); 
William Dameron to Wife, November 15, 1863, Norton, Chilton and Dameron Family Papers, 1760-1926, folder 8, 
ser. 1, 03264, SHC.  
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the Union occupation of Oxford, Mississippi in March 1863, a local doctor accused Taylor, 

�D�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���7�D�\�O�R�U�¶�V���D�F�T�X�D�L�Q�W�D�Q�F�H�V���7�K�R�P�D�V���:�H�Q�G�D�O���D�Q�G���3�H�W�H�U���6�O�D�W�H�����R�I appearing in a Chicago 

�Q�H�Z�V�S�D�S�H�U�¶�V���O�L�V�W���R�I���R�D�W�K-�V�Z�H�D�U�L�Q�J���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�����:�K�H�W�K�H�U���R�U���Q�R�W���7�D�\�O�R�U�¶�V���Q�D�P�H���Z�D�V���L�Q���W�K�H���S�D�S�H�U��

�L�V���X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q�����E�X�W���K�H���G�H�Q�L�H�G���W�K�L�V���D�F�F�X�V�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���D���O�H�W�W�H�U���W�R���:�H�Q�G�D�O�����L�Q�V�L�V�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���3�K�L�S�S�V���³�N�Q�R�Z�L�Q�J�O�\��

�D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V�O�\���X�W�W�H�U�V���D���I�D�O�V�H�K�R�R�G���´���8pon inquiring about the oath-�W�D�N�H�U�V�¶���Q�D�P�H�V�����7�D�\�O�R�U���D�V�V�X�U�H�G��

�:�H�Q�G�D�O���W�K�D�W���³�Q�H�L�W�K�H�U���\�R�X�U���Q�D�P�H���R�U���W�K�D�W���R�I���0�U�����6�O�D�W�H�¶�V���Z�H�U�H���H�Y�H�U���D�O�O�X�G�H�G���W�R���R�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���D�V���W�U�X�H���	��

�O�R�\�D�O���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q�H�U�V���´���D�Q�G���D�V�V�H�U�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�K�L�J�K�Z�D�\���U�R�E�E�H�U�\���	���D�V�V�D�V�V�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���D�U�H���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�D�E�O�H���F�U�L�P�H�V��

compare�G���W�R���W�K�H�V�H���P�D�O�L�F�L�R�X�V���D�V�V�D�X�O�W�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�J�U�L�W�\���R�I���D���P�D�Q�¶�V���K�R�Q�R�U���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�J�U�L�W�\���R�I��

�V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H���´���/�L�N�H���0�L�O�O�H�U�����7�D�\�O�R�U���H�P�E�U�D�F�H�G���W�K�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W���V�W�D�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���W�R��

country should be paramount. In keeping with the southern tradition that linked patriotism to the 

upholding of personal and communal honor, he believed that those who violated this ideal had 

committed a dishonorable offense equal to other disloyal acts like desertion.12  

Oath-swearing was of such concern that Governor John Pettus spoke to the Mississippi 

legislature about it in November 1863. Though he admitted that the war in his state had been 

�³�Z�H�O�O���F�D�O�F�X�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���W�H�V�W���W�K�H���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���R�I���K�H�U���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���´���3�H�W�W�X�V���G�R�Z�Q�S�O�D�\�H�G���W�D�O�N���R�I���P�D�V�V���R�D�W�K-taking.  

�+�H���F�R�Q�F�H�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�L�W���L�V���S�H�U�K�D�S�V true that some individuals, taking council of their fears, have 

taken the oath of allegiance to and sought the protection of the Government of the United 

�6�W�D�W�H�V���´���E�X�W���L�Q�V�L�V�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W���K�H�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�I���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���D�V���W�U�X�H���W�R���W�K�H��

cause�«�D�V���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�V�W���I�L�U�V�W���E�H�J�D�Q���´13 I�Q���F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���P�R�V�W���U�H�P�D�L�Q�H�G���³�W�U�X�H�´���W�R���W�K�H���F�D�X�V�H����

Pettus implied that oath-takers by contrast did not remain true. He believed that Mississippians 

                                                 
12 Edwin Miller to Mrs. H.R. Miller, March 29, 1863,  Miller Family Papers, 1830-1864, #MUM00297, Folder 51, 
Archives and Special Collections, J.D. Williams Library, University of Mississippi, Oxford, Mississippi, (hereafter 
cited as UMASC); W.C. Taylor to Thomas N. Wendal, March 4, 1863, Longstreet-Hinton Collection, 1841-1954, 
#MUM00276, Folder 4, Ibid; Wyatt-Brown, Southern Honor, 112. 
13 United States War Department, comp., The War of the Rebellion: Official Records of the Union and Confederate 
Armies, 130 vols. (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1880-1901) ser. 4, vol. 2, p. 919. (Hereafter cited 
as OR). 
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could not swear the Union oath and be loyal Confederates at the same time, because the 

protective nationalist ideal made the two actions incompatible. Despite the limits that such an 

ideal placed on human behavior, some Mississippians nonetheless struggled to live up it by 

�U�H�P�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���³�W�U�X�H���W�R���W�K�H���F�D�X�V�H�´���D�Q�G���U�H�I�X�V�L�Q�J���W�R���W�D�N�H���W�Ke oath.   

In October 1862, a Chicago Times �U�H�S�R�U�W���I�U�R�P���*�U�D�Q�W�¶�V���K�H�D�G�T�X�D�U�W�H�U�V���L�Q���2�[�I�R�U�G����

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�����Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���Z�K�L�O�H���³�D���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�E�O�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U�´���Z�K�R���G�H�V�L�U�H�G �³�S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���S�H�U�V�R�Q���D�Q�G��

�S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�´���W�R�R�N���W�K�H���R�D�W�K�����³�P�D�Q�\���J�R���D�Z�D�\�����V�L�O�H�Q�W�O�\���U�H�I�X�V�L�Q�J���W�R���W�D�N�H���L�W���´���,�Q���:�D�Uren County, Jane 

Gibson, the widowed owner of Deer Creek plantation, told Davis that while her neighbor took 

�W�K�H���R�D�W�K���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���V�H�O�O���F�R�W�W�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���)�H�G�H�U�D�O�V���D�W���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J�����V�K�H���V�W�H�D�G�I�D�V�W�O�\���U�H�I�X�V�H�G���³�W�R���V�Z�D�O�O�R�Z��

�W�K�H�U�H���>�V�L�F�@���R�D�W�K�«�,���F�D�Q�¶�W���G�R���L�W���X�Q�O�H�V�V���V�W�D�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q �G�U�L�Y�H�V���P�H���W�R���L�W�����R�X�U���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���K�H�U�H���L�V���D���E�D�G���R�Q�H���´��

Another Warren County resident, Emilie Riley McKinley, also would not swear the oath even as 

she endured Union occupation from 1863 until the end of the war. Oath-taking was a 

controversial matter in her neighborhood. Local physician Daniel Nailor adamantly refused to 

�V�Z�H�D�U���L�W�����H�[�F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���K�L�V���E�R�Q�H�V���Z�R�X�O�G���³�E�O�H�D�F�K���R�Q���W�K�L�V���K�L�O�O���E�H�I�R�U�H���,���W�D�N�H���L�W���´���7�Z�R���R�I��

�0�F�.�L�Q�O�H�\�¶�V���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���Z�H�U�H���I�X�U�L�R�X�V���W�R���K�H�D�U���W�K�D�W���S�O�D�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Z�Q�H�U�V���R�Q���W�K�H���%�L�J���%�O�D�F�N��

River had taken the oath claiming the need for protection. McKinley herself refused to swear it, 

even when the Federals made it harder to procure supplies without doing so.14 Other 

Mississippians, however, did take the oath, often under the premise that doing so secured 

protection for their property or permission to travel, excuses that infuriated nationalist-minded 

critics. 

                                                 
14 �³Oxford, Mississippi Report from General Grant's Army Camp���´�����0�8�0���������������%�R�[�������������������)�R�O�G�H�U��������������
UMASC; Jane Gibson to Jefferson Davis, November 9, 1864. In The Papers of Jefferson Davis, Vol. 11, September 
1864-May 1865. Lynda Laswell Crist, Barbara J. Rosek, Kenneth H. Williams, eds., (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State 
University Press, 2003), 150; Gordon A. Cotton, ed. From the Pen of a She-Rebel: The Civil War Diary of Emilie 
Riley McKinley (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2001), 26, 37, 64-65. 
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In August 1863, Caroline Seabury, a northern-born schoolteacher living in Columbus, 

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�����F�U�L�W�L�F�L�]�H�G���'�H�O�W�D���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V���³�Z�K�R�V�H���R�Q�O�\���D�P�E�L�W�L�R�Q�´���Z�D�V���W�R���³�µ�P�D�N�H���D���E�L�J���F�U�R�S�¶���± no 

�P�D�W�W�H�U���E�\���Z�K�D�W���P�H�D�Q�V���´���7�K�H���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V���V�S�R�U�W�H�G���³�S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���S�D�S�H�U�V���¶���>�W�K�H�\�@���J�R�W���L�Q���0�H�P�S�K�L�V���E�\��

�W�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���´���V�K�H���D�G�G�H�G�����6�H�D�E�X�U�\���I�R�X�Q�G���W�K�L�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���K�\�S�R�F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�����³�,���V�R�R�Q���V�D�Z���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V��

very little devotion to the Confedera�F�\���´���V�K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�S�H�U�K�D�S�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���D���<�D�Q�N�H�H���P�D�U�N�H�W���Z�D�V���W�R�R��

�D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H���´���,�Q���0�D�\���������������:�D�\�Q�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���$�Q�Q�D���3�L�F�N�H�Q�V���F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���W�R���D���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H���W�K�D�W��

�O�R�F�D�O�V���K�D�G���E�H�F�R�P�H���³�G�H�D�U���O�R�Y�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���K�D�W�H�U�V���R�I���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V�´���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H��

fall of Mob�L�O�H�����$���O�R�F�D�O���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U���H�S�L�W�R�P�L�]�H�G���V�X�F�K���W�U�H�D�V�R�Q���I�R�U���3�L�F�N�H�Q�V�����³�0�U�����*�R�R�G�P�D�Q���K�D�V���K�X�U�U�L�H�G��

�R�I�I���W�R���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���R�I���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���R�I���V�D�Y�L�Q�J���K�L�V���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���L�Q���0�R�E�L�O�H���´���V�K�H���Q�R�W�H�G����

�³�K�H���L�Q�W�H�Q�G�V���P�R�Y�L�Q�J���E�D�F�N���W�R���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���D�V���V�R�R�Q���D�V���K�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�\���F�D�Q���D�Q�G���L�V���J�R�L�Q�J��to leave his 

�S�O�D�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���W�H�Q�G�H�U���P�H�U�F�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���Q�H�J�U�R�H�V���´���,�Q���$�X�J�X�V�W���������������$�P�L�W�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L��

�Q�D�W�L�Y�H���6�D�P�X�H�O���0�R�R�U�H���W�R�O�G���K�L�V���Z�L�I�H���W�K�D�W���D���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U���³�V�L�J�Q�H�G���V�R���W�K�H���<�D�Q�N�H�H�V���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���E�R�W�K�H�U���K�L�P��

�D�Q�\���P�R�U�H�«�,���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���K�H���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���P�D�Q���W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���´���7�K�D�W���V�D�P�H���P�R�Q�W�K����

�I�R�U�P�H�U���V�W�D�W�H���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H���-�D�P�H�V���$�O�F�R�U�Q���L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���K�L�V���Z�L�I�H���W�K�D�W���³�Q�R�Q�H���D�U�H���S�H�U�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���Y�L�V�L�W��

�+�H�O�H�Q�D���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���W�D�N�L�Q�J���µ�W�K�H���R�D�W�K���¶���,���U�H�J�U�H�W���W�K�D�W���P�D�Q�\���R�I���R�X�U���S�H�R�S�O�H���K�D�Y�H���G�R�Q�H���W�K�L�V���´15 These critics 

believed that swearing the oath to safeguard property was treasonous, because doing so put self-

interest above Confederate independence. 

Other Mississippians, however, demonstrated that this conclusion was too simplistic. 

Some touted their Confederate loyalty, but still indicated that micro loyalties had to be 

considered as legitimate motivations behind taking the oath. Their actions revealed how multiple 

�D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H�V���X�Q�G�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V�¶���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�V���W�R���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W���Z�D�U�W�L�P�H���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���R�Q���L�W�V���I�D�F�H��

                                                 
15 Suzanne L. Bunkers, ed. The Diary of Caroline Seabury, 1854-1863 (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 
1991), 103; Anna Pickens to Josie Howe, May 4, 1865, Chiliab Smith Howe Papers, 1814-1899, folder 53, ser. 1.6, 
03092, Ibid; Samuel Moore to Mary Moore, August 20, 1863, Samuel Blanche Moore Letters, Z/1800.000/F, 
MDAH; James Lusk Alcorn to Wife, August 29, 1863, James Lusk Alcorn Papers, 1850-1949, folder 4, 00005-z, 
SHC.  
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as evidence of national loyalty or the lack thereof. This, in turn, displayed the inherent difficulty 

of trying to enforce a simplistic ideal in the complicated real word. The presence of so many 

critics of oath-taking indicates that protective nationalism functioned as an ideal for people to 

strive towards. Yet, even though the Confederate nation had the backing of plenty of 

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�����Z�K�R���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I���³�W�U�H�D�V�R�Q�R�X�V�´���R�D�W�K-takers, no mechanism, oaths 

or otherwise, could be devised to aid the state in compelling total allegiance among all of its 

subjects. 

�7�D�N�H�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����W�K�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���R�I���1�D�W�F�K�H�]���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�¶�V���Z�L�I�H���D�Q�G��daughter of former 

Mississippi governor John Quitman, Louisa Lovell. Amidst rumors of Yankee invasion in May 

�R�I���������������V�K�H���Z�U�R�W�H���W�R���K�H�U���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G���-�R�V�H�S�K���W�K�D�W���³�P�\���R�Q�O�\ fears are that they may take our servants 

and try to compel us to take the oath, which I will never �G�R���´���%�\���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���������������Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��

Federals well-�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q���1�D�W�F�K�H�]�����/�R�Y�H�O�O���W�R�O�G���-�R�V�H�S�K���W�K�D�W���³�X�Q�O�H�V�V���Z�H���D�F�F�H�G�H�G���W�R���V�R�P�H��

�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���<�D�Q�N�H�H�V�����W�K�H�\���L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�R���V�H�L�]�H���3�D�O�P�\�U�D���>�K�H�U���S�O�D�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�@�«�R�I���F�R�X�U�V�H���I�L�U�V�W���	��

�I�R�U�H�P�R�V�W���L�V���W�K�D�W���K�R�U�U�L�E�O�H���R�D�W�K���´���6�K�H���F�Rntinued: 

�³�:�K�D�W���W�R���G�R���,���G�R���Q�R�W���N�Q�R�Z�����,���I�H�H�O���D�V���L�I���,���Z�R�X�O�G���V�X�E�P�L�W���W�R���H�Y�H�U�\���S�U�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���U�D�W�K�H�U��
than go against my conscience & yet here is the fearful alternative of that or 
starvation & beggaring. I believe that should we persist in our present feeling as 
regards this diabolical oath, that the next move would be to order us out of the 
�O�L�Q�H�V���	���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���R�X�U���K�R�P�H�����:�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���W�K�L�V���E�H���D�Z�I�X�O���´ 

 
�6�W�L�O�O�����/�R�Y�H�O�O���U�H�I�X�V�H�G���W�R���V�X�E�P�L�W�����F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�Q�R�Q�H���E�X�W���D���E�D�V�H�����J�U�R�Y�H�O�L�Q�J�����F�R�Y�H�W�R�X�V���<�D�Q�N�H�H�´��

�Z�R�X�O�G���³�S�O�D�F�H���K�H�O�S�O�H�V�V���Z�R�P�H�Q�´ �L�Q���V�X�F�K���D���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�����³�0�D�Q�\���D�G�Y�L�V�H���W�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���D�V���R�Q�H���Z�R�X�O�G��

�V�X�E�P�L�W���W�R���W�K�H���W�R�U�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���U�D�F�N���´���V�K�H���Q�R�W�H�G�����³�V�X�F�K���L�Q�G�H�H�G���L�W���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���W�R���P�H�����,���G�R�Q�¶�W���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���,��

could ever �G�R���L�W���´���,�Q���0�D�U�F�K���������������K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����D�I�W�H�U���Q�H�D�U�O�\���W�Z�R���\�H�D�U�V���R�I���U�H�V�L�V�W�L�Q�J�����/�R�Y�H�O�O���D�F�T�X�L�H�V�F�Hd. 

�³I will tell  we were compelled to take the oath�����7�K�L�Q�N���R�I���W�K�D�W�����-�R�H���´���V�K�H���H�[�F�O�D�L�P�H�G�����³�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���L�W��
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is the oath of amnesty���´���V�K�H���D�G�G�H�G�����³�L�W���Z�D�V���W�K�L�V���R�U���V�W�D�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���	���E�H�J�J�D�U�\���´16 Self-interest, driven 

by the fear of material discomfort, led Lovell to swear the oath. These separate attachments came 

into conflict with her national feelings. Had the influence of protective nationalism won out in 

this instance, Lovell would have risked losing her home and endured banishment from the lines. 

In refusing to do so she demonstrated the limited influence of protective nationalism on even 

self-proclaimed Confederates.  

Like Lovell, many other Mississippians claimed that taking the oath out of self-interest 

did not reflect their true national feelings. In June 1862, Chickasaw County Unionist Levi Naron 

�Z�D�V���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�O�\���V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H�G���W�R���V�H�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V���³�I�O�R�F�N�´���W�R���V�Z�H�D�U���W�K�H���D�P�Q�H�V�W�\���R�D�W�K���D�W���8�Q�L�R�Q-

�R�F�F�X�S�L�H�G���&�R�U�L�Q�W�K�����+�H���V�R�R�Q���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�D�W���W�K�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���K�D�G���G�R�Q�H���V�R���³�Q�R�W���R�X�W���R�I���D�Q�\��

pure motive, but for the purpose of selling �W�K�H�L�U���F�R�W�W�R�Q���´���,�Q�G�H�H�G�����W�K�H�V�H���R�D�W�K-�W�D�N�H�U�V���³�D�O�O���K�D�G���D�U�P�V����

�Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H�\���N�H�S�W���F�R�Q�F�H�D�O�H�G���´���Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J���W�R���K�H�O�S���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V���³�F�O�H�D�Q���R�X�W�´���W�K�H���<�D�Q�N�H�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H��

area. Even Confederates charged with punishing oath-takers were not immune to the influence of 

other loyalties in the matter. Addressing the wave of oath-�V�Z�H�D�U�L�Q�J���D�I�W�H�U���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J�¶�V���I�D�O�O����

�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���F�D�Y�D�O�U�\���V�F�R�X�W���&�K�D�U�O�H�V���$�O�O�H�Q���W�R�O�G���K�L�V���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���W�K�D�W���³�Q�H�D�U�O�\���D�O�O���K�H�U�H���K�D�Y�H���W�D�N�H�Q���L�W�«�L�W��

would be easier to name the true ones to you���´���,�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�����K�L�V���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���Z�D�V���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���³take 

�H�Y�H�U�\���K�R�U�V�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�S�R�W�W�H�G���P�H�Q���R�I���:�D�U�U�H�Q���	���W�X�U�Q���W�K�H�P���R�Y�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���´ Yet, while he 

went about seizing oath-�W�D�N�H�U�V�¶���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�����$�O�O�H�Q���Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�L�V���F�R�X�V�L�Q�����:�L�O�O�����K�D�G���V�Z�R�U�Q���W�K�H���R�D�W�K��

after the Federals threatened to arrest him and confi�V�F�D�W�H���K�L�V���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�����³�$�V���K�H���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���O�H�D�Y�H���K�L�V��

children he told them he would take the oath but would not consider it still binding, as it was a 

�I�R�U�F�H�G���R�D�W�K���´���$�O�O�H�Q���Z�U�R�W�H�����,�Q���W�K�L�V���F�D�V�H�����K�H���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�L�V���F�R�X�V�L�Q�¶�V���D�W�W�D�F�K�P�H�Q�W�V���W�R��

property and family were separate from national feelings, and therefore exempted him from 

                                                 
16 Louisa T. Lovell to Joseph Lovell, December 5, 1862, February 7, 1864, March 8, 1864, Quitman Family Papers, 
1784-1978, folders 110, 111, 112, ser. 1.2, 00616, SHC.      
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punishment. Allen did not, however, extend this courtesy to other oath-takers whom he deemed 

traitors. 17 

Other Mississippians faced the same dilemma when the oath pitted national against 

personal interests. In early June 1863, Claiborne County resident Elizabeth Ingraham, the 

Confederate sister of Union General George Meade, criticized neighbors who took the oath from 

�)�H�G�H�U�D�O���U�D�L�G�H�U�V�����2�Q�H���L�Q���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�����V�K�H���Q�R�W�H�G�����³�F�D�O�O�V���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���D���µ�8�Q�L�R�Q���P�D�Q���¶���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���V�D�Y�H�G�����R�Q�O�\��

�V�W�L�O�O���S�R�L�Q�W���´���$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���,�Q�J�U�D�K�D�P���F�K�L�G�H�G���K�H�U���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�V�����V�K�H���D�Q�G���K�H�U���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G�����$�O�I�U�H�G�����Z�U�H�V�W�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K��

�W�K�H���V�D�P�H���F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W�V�����³�,���G�R���S�U�D�\���W�R���*�R�G���K�H���>�$�O�I�U�H�G�@���Z�L�O�O���Z�L�W�K�V�W�D�Q�G���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���´���V�K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�Z�H���F�D�Q�¶�W��

�O�R�V�H���P�X�F�K���P�R�U�H�����L�Q���D���Z�R�U�O�G�O�\���Y�L�H�Z���´���6�K�H���S�U�D�\�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K���W�R���³�U�H�V�L�V�W���W�K�D�W���G�H�V�S�R�W�L�V�P�«�X�Q�W�L�O��

�W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���V�X�F�F�X�P�E�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���´18 The willingness to 

sacrifice all material possessions for the good of the cause was an ideal that Ingraham struggled 

to live up to, but self-�L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���Z�D�V���D���F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W���P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�R�U�����+�H�U���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���³�U�H�V�L�V�W�´���W�K�H��

�³�G�H�V�S�R�W�L�V�P�´���L�P�S�R�V�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���R�D�W�K���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V���W�K�D�W���H�Y�H�Q���D�V���V�K�H���U�H�P�D�L�Q�H�G���U�H�V�R�O�X�W�H�O�\���S�D�W�U�L�R�W�L�F����

the mere thought of committing what others might construe as a treasonous act wracked her 

conscience. Such fear resulted from the unrealistic model of devotion that protective nationalism 

wrought on even self-identified loyal Mississippians. 

Warren County planter James Dick Hill faced accusations of treason when, due to his 

oath-swearing, the army denied him the return of slaves sent to Alabama in 1863. Describing the 

�F�K�D�U�J�H���D�V���³�D�Q���L�Q�I�D�P�R�X�V���I�D�O�V�H�K�R�R�G���´���+�L�O�O���S�U�R�W�H�V�W�H�G���W�R���'�D�Y�L�V���W�K�D�W���³�Z�H���Z�H�U�H���D�O�O���F�R�P�S�H�O�O�H�G���W�R���D�S�S�O�\��

�I�R�U���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���R�Q�H���L�Q���W�K�L�V���S�O�D�F�H���Z�K�R���G�L�G���Q�R�W���G�R���L�W���´���,�Qdeed, Hill was not alone in 

                                                 
17 Thomas D. Cockrell and Michael B. Ballard, eds., Chickasaw, A Mississippi Scout for the Union: The Civil War 
Memoir of Levi H. Naron (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2005) 53, 55; Charles B. Allen to 
Parents, September 14, October 4, August 25, 1863, James Allen and Charles B. Allen Papers, 1788-1869, 
microfilm, 01697, roll 1, SHC. 
18 W. Maury Darst, ed., �³�7�K�H���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J���'�L�D�U�\���R�I���0�U�V�����$�O�I�U�H�G���,�Q�J�U�D�K�D�P�����0�D�\����-�-�X�Q�H���������������������´��Journal of 
Mississippi History 44 (Feb.,-Nov., 1982): 174. 
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taking the oath to get something in return. In September 1863, a north-Mississippi cavalryman 

�L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���3�H�W�W�X�V���W�K�D�W���S�H�R�S�O�H���³�D�O�O���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���5�D�L�O���5�R�D�G�����K�D�G���W�D�N�H�Q���W�K�H���µ�R�D�W�K���¶�´���W�R���W�U�D�G�H���D�W���8�Q�L�R�Q��

�O�L�Q�H�V�����³�7�K�H���V�F�D�U�F�L�W�\���R�I���V�D�O�W���	���P�H�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���D�O�O�H�J�H�G���H�[�F�X�V�H���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���L�O�O�L�F�L�W���W�U�D�G�H���´���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�U���Q�R�W�H�G����

Following a Union raid through Attala County, Will Kirkland told his cousin, Bettie that with 

�I�H�Z���H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�V�����³�Q�H�D�U�O�\���D�O�O���W�K�H���P�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�K�R�R�G�´���K�D�G���W�D�N�H�Q���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���D�W���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���F�D�P�S�V����

but a�V�V�X�U�H�G���%�H�W�W�L�H���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���V�\�P�S�D�W�K�L�H�V���R�I���Q�H�D�U�O�\���D�O�O���D�U�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K�����W�K�H�\���W�R�R�N���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���W�R���J�H�W��

pay for property which the Yanks had taken and in most instances it was needed to buy supplies 

�I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���´���$���J�U�R�X�S���R�I��Yazoo County planters and one laborer may have had similar 

�L�Q�F�H�Q�W�L�Y�H�V���I�R�U���V�Z�H�D�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���L�Q���-�X�O�\���������������7�K�H���R�D�W�K���V�H�U�Y�H�G���D�V���D���³�V�D�I�H�J�X�D�U�G���´���D�Q�G���D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K��

their oaths included no personal statements, all save the laborer, H.B. Watson, had substantial 

holdings in property and real-estate liable to be exposed to Federal raids. Watson likely worked 

�R�Q���O�R�F�D�O���S�O�D�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���D�O�V�R���K�D�G���D�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���L�Q���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Q�J���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V�¶���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\��19 These 

examples indicate that even as Confederate nationalists conflated oath-swearing with treason, 

such a charge was not enough to prevent Mississippians from swearing it out of micro loyalties 

unrelated to nationalism. The Confederate state simply did not have the power to make the 

protective nationalist ideal into a reality when it came to oaths.  

In addition to securing protection for property, other Mississippians swore the oath to 

avoid Confederate conscription, continue commercial activity, and visit family and friends living 

beyond Confederate lines. Relying on the oath as a mechanism for gauging allegiance, Federal 

                                                 
19 James Dick Hill to Jefferson Davis, March 23, 24, 1865, in Crist, Rosek, Williams Eds., The Papers of Jefferson 
Davis, Vol. 11, 150; W.L. Nugent to John J. Pettus, September 29, 1863, Pettus Correspondence, Reel 1446, Volume 
51, MDAH; Will Kirkland to Bettie Howard, December 12, 1864, Juanita Brown Collection, 1861-1864, 
#MUM00048, box 1.18, folder 77-3, UMASC; Oaths and Safeguards of John Isenhood, John Herod, Henry Stam, 
H.B. Watson, July 17, 1863, in Records of the Provost Marshal General (Hereafter cited as RPMG),U.S. Army 
Commands, Military Division of the Mississippi, Letters Recorded, Statements of Scouts, Misc. Papers, 1864-65, 
RG 393, Entry 2521, NARA; 1860 U.S. Census, Yazoo County, Mississippi, John Herod, Henry Stam, H.B. 
Watson, J.M. Isenhood, digital images, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com/: accessed April 7, 2011). 
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officials often judged these individuals as loyal to the Union. Examining the reasons why these 

Mississippians claimed Union allegiance, however, sheds light on how the complexity of human 

loyalty layers renders such judgments suspect. These Mississippians swore the oath under 

constrained circumstances, in which pledging Union allegiance was a necessary means for 

�D�F�K�L�H�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���G�H�V�L�U�H�G���H�Q�G�V�����7�K�L�V���I�D�F�W���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V���W�K�D�W���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���Z�D�U�\�����)�H�G�H�U�D�O���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V�¶��

conclusions notwithstanding, in say�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���F�H�U�W�L�W�X�G�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���³�O�R�\�D�O�´���W�R���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q�����6�X�F�K���D��

conclusion conflates their ends with their means, shifting the focus away from the micro loyalties 

which they indicated were important influences on their behavior. This is not to deny the 

possibility that some Mississippians who took the oath were Unionists, but it is to say that the 

oath was not a reliable tool with which to make such a judgment.    

In December 1863, Rankin County farmer and Vicksburg parolee Archibald St. Clair 

�³�H�V�F�D�S�H�G���L�Q�W�R���8�Q�L�R�Q���O�L�Q�H�V�´���D�W���1�H�Z���2�U�O�H�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���³�I�H�D�U�L�Q�J���W�R���E�H���D�J�D�L�Q���I�R�U�F�H�G���L�Q�W�R���5�H�E�H�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���´��

�Z�D�V���³�G�H�V�L�U�R�X�V���W�R���W�D�N�H���>�W�K�H�@���R�D�W�K���R�I���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H�´���D�Q�G���P�R�Y�H���W�R���1�H�Z���<�R�U�N�����6�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\�����-�D�V�S�H�U���&�R�X�Q�W�\��

natives Joseph Byrd and Marion, Martin, and Obadiah Parker came to New Orleans claiming that 

�W�K�H�\���K�D�G���³�D�O�Z�D�\�V���E�H�H�Q���O�R�\�D�O���´���$�I�W�H�U���E�H�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�H�G���L�Q���������������W�K�H�\���D�E�V�F�R�Q�G�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���Z�R�R�G�V��

before escaping to Union lines, where they desired to take the oath. The Federal commission 

�M�X�G�J�H�G���W�K�H���P�H�Q���W�R���E�H���³�K�R�Q�H�V�W���D�Q�G���V�L�Q�F�H�U�H�O�\���O�R�\�D�O���´���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�G���³�I�U�R�P���D�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q���W�R���I�L�J�K�W��

�D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���I�O�D�J���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���´���)�U�D�Q�N�O�L�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V��

�%�H�H�U���*�D�U�G�Q�H�U���D�Q�G���%�D�U�Q�H�W���%�U�R�G�Q�L�Q�W�]�D���I�O�H�G���W�R���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���O�L�Q�H�V���³�W�R���H�V�F�D�S�H���F�R�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���U�H�E�H�O��

�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���´���%�R�W�K���Z�H�U�H���³�Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�R���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���´���D�Q�G���W�K�H���)�H�G�H�U�D�O�V���G�H�H�P�H�G���W�K�H�P���³�Q�R�W���V�X�V�S�L�F�L�R�X�V��

�S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���´���,�Q���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���������������%�L�O�R�[�L���Q�D�W�L�Y�H�V���*�H�R�U�J�H���$�Q�G�U�H�Z�V���D�Q�G���:�L�O�O�L�D�P���1�R�U�E�H�U�J���F�D�P�H���W�R���6�K�L�S��

�,�V�O�D�Q�G���³�W�R���D�Y�R�L�G���F�R�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q�´���D�Q�G���Z�H�U�H���W�K�H�Q���V�H�Q�W���W�R���1�H�Z���2�U�O�H�D�Q�V���D�V���S�U�L�V�R�Q�H�U�V�����Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H�\��

wanted to take the oath �D�Q�G���³�J�R���W�R���Z�R�U�N���L�Q���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���´���1�H�Z���2�U�O�H�D�Q�V���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���/�R�X�L�V�D���)�U�H�G�H�U�L�F�N��
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vouched for the men, noting that both had relatives in the Union army, reinforcing their standing 

�D�V���³�J�R�R�G���8�Q�L�R�Q���0�H�Q���´���7�D�N�L�Q�J���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V�¶���Z�R�U�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�V�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���O�R�\�D�O��

Unionists neglects the fact that they all swore the oath to avoid Confederate conscription. They 

may or may not have been loyal, but the oath could not prove this, since they swore it for reasons 

beyond the mere desire to publically avow their patriotism.20 

The case of Pontotoc County native Thomas Sheppard further illustrates this point. 

Sheppard was working as a U.S. government clerk in Kansas before the war, but came to Holly 

Springs, Mississippi, in late 1862. Soon, he was arrested by Confederate forces and shuffled 

between prisons, where he gave conflicting loyalty statements. Initially, Sheppard said that he 

�U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G���W�R���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���³�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���W�R���V�H�H�N���K�L�V���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K���D�Q�G���M�R�L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�����$�U�P�\���´��

and swore that he had never fought for the U.S. nor taken the Union oath. When moved to 

Columbus, Mississippi, Sheppard explained that after leaving Holly Springs, he went to Illinois 

�W�R���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H���8���6�����J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�����E�X�W���U�H�L�W�H�U�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���F�D�P�H���E�D�F�N���W�R���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���³�W�R��

seek his relatives South, �D�Q�G���M�R�L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���´���,�Q���D���W�K�L�U�G���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U����

Sheppard contradicted his previous testimonies, claiming that he could not join the Confederate 

�D�U�P�\���G�X�H���W�R���D���³�F�D�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���N�L�G�Q�H�\�V���´���+�H���D�O�V�R���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���K�D�G���³�W�D�N�H�Q���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���R�I���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���W�R��the 

�8���6�����J�R�Y�W���´���D�Q�G���Z�D�V���³�X�Q�Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�R���Y�L�R�O�D�W�H���L�W�´���E�\���I�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�����S�U�H�I�H�U�U�L�Q�J���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G��

to remain in prison. Ultimately, the Confederate authorities recommended that Sheppard be sent 

�W�R���W�K�H���6�D�O�L�V�E�X�U�\���S�U�L�V�R�Q���L�Q���1�R�U�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D���³�W�R���E�H���F�R�Q�I�L�Q�H�G���D�V���D�Q���D�O�L�H�Q���H�Q�H�P�\���´21 �6�K�H�S�S�D�U�G�¶�V��

emphasis on visiting family within Confederate lines, and his desire to avoid military service, 

                                                 
20 �³�$�U�F�K�L�E�D�O�G���6�W�����&�O�D�L�U�����-�R�V�H�S�K���%�\�U�G�����0�D�U�L�R�Q�����0�D�U�W�L�Q�����2�E�D�G�L�D�K���3�D�U�N�H�U�����%�D�U�Q�H�W���%�U�R�G�Q�L�Q�W�]�D�����%�H�H�U���*�D�U�G�Q�H�U���´���L�Q���/�L�V�W�V���R�I��
Persons Sent Before the Union Provost Marshall at New Orleans, December 9, 22, 26, 1863, Nos. 7207-7576, Roll 
���������8�Q�L�R�Q���3�U�R�Y�R�V�W���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�¶�V���)�L�O�H of Papers Relating to Two or More Civilians, (Hereafter cited as UPMF) M-416, 
War Department Collection of Confederate Records, Record Group 109, NARA; Statements Regarding W.H. 
Norberg and G.W. Andrews, October 21, 1863, roll 24, Ibid. 
21 First, Second, and Third Statements of Thomas M. Sheppard, August 13, October 9, November 26, 1863, roll 88, 
LRCSW. 
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suggests that these issues, rather than nationalism, guided his behavior. This may explain why he 

gave otherwise contradictory loyalty statements: he used nationalist language as the means to 

other ends.    

Perhaps the nationalist claims of Sheppard and others who swore the Union oath to avoid 

Confederate military service were sincere, but they also had personal motives for doing so. Thus, 

their oath-taking should be viewed as part of the greater nationalist discourse within Civil War 

Mississippi, a response to partisans who demanded that people take sides, rather than as 

statements of absolute truth. Their desire to avoid service reflected self-interest that was distinct 

from patriotism, and this micro loyalty clearly drove them at least in part to swear the oath. 

Federal authorities in Mississippi were aware of the unreliability of oaths. Union General Order 

No. 6 from Vicksburg sta�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�L�Q���G�H�F�L�G�L�Q�J���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H���F�O�D�V�V���R�I���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���Z�K�R���D�U�H���W�R���E�H���D�V�V�H�V�V�H�G�����L�W��

�V�K�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���E�H���I�R�U�J�R�W�W�H�Q���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���R�I���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�Q���L�Q�I�D�O�O�L�E�O�H���W�H�V�W���R�I���O�R�\�D�O�W�\�«�P�H�Q���P�X�V�W��

�E�H���M�X�G�J�H�G���E�\���W�K�H�L�U���D�F�W�V���D�Q�G���Q�R�W���E�\���W�K�H���R�D�W�K�V���W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���W�D�N�H�Q���´22 This realization did not stop 

Union and Confederate officials, however, from continuing to use the oath to elicit declarations 

of loyalty from Mississippians. The binary framework of protective nationalism demanded that 

friend and foe be clearly defined, and the oath, though flawed, was the major historical 

mechanism available for this task.  

�%�R�W�K���V�L�G�H�V�¶���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���X�Q�G�H�U�O�L�Q�H�G���D�Q���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O���J�R�D�O���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�G�H�U�Q���Q�D�W�L�R�Q-

state: to elicit the allegiance of its citizens. Driven by this end-goal, Union and Confederate 

authorities continued to require Mississippians whose motives seemed unrelated to patriotism to 

nonetheless affirm their allegiance through oath-taking. For some Mississippians, close 

proximity to Federal lines ensured relatively smooth traveling per their willingness to swear it. 

Those living on the Gulf Coast and river waterways had easier access to these lines than those in 
                                                 
22 OR, ser. 1, vol. 39, pt. 2, pg. 32. 



   

 78 

�W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U�����,�Q���$�S�U�L�O���������������W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���Q�D�Y�\���F�D�S�W�X�U�H�G���%�L�O�R�[�L���D�Q�G���3�D�V�V���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�����W�K�H���*�X�O�I��

�U�H�J�L�R�Q�¶�V���W�Z�R���P�D�M�R�U���F�L�W�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���H�V�W�D�E�Oished a Confederate prisoner of war camp on Ship Island, off 

the coast of Pascagoula. In addition to housing prisoners, Ship Island became a location where 

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V���Z�H�Q�W���W�R���J�H�W���S�D�V�V�D�J�H���E�H�\�R�Q�G���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���O�L�Q�H�V�����7�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q�¶�V���F�D�S�W�X�U�L�Q�J���R�I��

New Orleans, Natchez, Vicksburg, and Memphis gave them control of the Mississippi and all of 

its ports.23 

In February 1865, eight Mississippians took the Federal oath on steamers off of landings 

at Vicksburg, Olive Branch, Natchez, Eggspoint, Hannet, and Skepwith. In November 1863, 

eleven more, most from the Gulf, took the oath at Ship Island, citing the scarcity of provisions 

and fear of conscription as their reasons for doing so. Of the eleven, three Pascagoula residents 

refused to take it, having already sworn the Confederate oath, but still wanted to stay in Union 

lines. When Federal boats prevented Jackson County timber mill operator Henry Kirkwood from 

�V�K�L�S�S�L�Q�J���W�X�U�S�H�Q�W�L�Q�H���I�U�R�P���0�R�E�L�O�H���W�R���3�D�V�F�D�J�R�X�O�D�����K�H���W�R�O�G���8�Q�L�R�Q���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���K�H���K�D�G���³�D�O�Z�D�\�V��

�E�H�H�Q���O�R�\�D�O�´���D�Q�G���E�H�H�Q���F�D�O�O�H�G���³�D�Q���D�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q�L�V�W���´���D�Q�G���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���³�W�R���R�E�W�D�L�Q���>�D�@���S�H�U�P�L�W���W�R��

�E�U�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�X�U�S�H�Q�W�L�Q�H���D�J�D�L�Q���´���-�X�G�J�L�Q�J���.�L�U�N�Z�R�R�G���W�R���E�H���³�D���O�R�\�D�O���P�D�Q���´���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V��

acquiesced. Harrison County business-owners Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gumbell took the oath and 

received a pass to travel along the Gulf to visit friends and to run their Pascagoula hotel. In 

December 1863, Biloxi resident Camelia Gerard arrived in New Orleans where, after Union 

�D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���G�H�H�P�H�G���K�H�U���³�Q�R�W���D���V�X�V�S�L�F�L�R�X�V���S�H�U�V�R�Q���´���V�K�H���V�Z�R�U�H���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���³�Y�L�V�L�W���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�V���´��

Likewise, Biloxi native Louisa Lafaure, along with several family members, came to New 

�2�U�O�H�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���V�Z�R�U�H���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���W�R���³�U�H�V�L�G�H���Z�L�W�K���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�V���´���7�K�H���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���3�U�R�Y�R�V�W���0�D�U�V�K�D�O���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G��

                                                 
23 John K. Bettersworth, Confederate Mississippi: The People and Politics of a Cotton State in Wartime (1943; repr., 
Philadelphia: Porcupine Press, 1978), 241-243; Westley F. Busbee Jr., Mississippi: A History (Wheeling, Illinois: 
Harlan Davidson, 2005),133-134. 
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�W�K�H�P���W�R���E�H���D�Q���³�L�Q�R�I�I�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���F�U�H�R�O�H���I�D�P�L�O�\�´��and allowed them to stay in Union lines even though 

�W�K�H�\���³�K�D�G���D���I�U�L�H�Q�G���L�Q���U�H�E�H�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���´24 

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���*�X�O�I���&�R�D�V�W���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���D���O�D�U�J�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q-born residents, and 

ethnicity was one of many factors that informed non-�Q�D�W�L�Y�H���E�R�U�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V�¶���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V to support 

either side during the war. In general however, foreign-born whites were no more or less inclined 

to support the Confederacy than native-born whites.25 These Gulf Coast residents cited self-

interest in the form of avoiding conscription and privation, maintaining commercial activity, and 

the desire to visit friends and relatives beyond Confederate lines as undergirding their decision to 

�W�D�N�H���W�K�H���R�D�W�K�����7�K�H�V�H���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H�V���Z�H�U�H���S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O���P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�R�U�V���U�H�J�D�U�G�O�H�V�V���R�I���S�H�R�S�O�H�V�¶���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

sympathies, and they revealed that the U.S. government, which used its expanded wartime 

resources and manpower to gauge the loyalty of southerners, was weak where it mattered most: 

�L�Q���R�E�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���X�Q�T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�H�G���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H�����,�W�V���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���Z�H�U�H���V�W�L�O�O���L�Q�V�X�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�W���L�Q���Oight 

of the influence of human loyalty layers. 

�-�X�V�W���D�V���8�Q�L�R�Q���I�R�U�F�H�V���U�H�O�L�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���W�R���P�H�D�V�X�U�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H����

Confederates continued to view actions like oath-�V�Z�H�D�U�L�Q�J���D�V���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G�O�\��

faltering patriotism. While the ideal of protective nationalism loomed large over controversies 

regarding oath-swearing, the Civil War in Mississippi created other instances that, according to 

�D�U�G�H�Q�W���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V�����F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�G���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���G�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���F�D�X�V�H�����$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H�L�U��

multiple loyalties revealed the inherent difficulty in trying to enforce protective nationalism 

�D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���S�R�S�X�O�D�F�H�����&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�G���E�\���G�R�X�E�O�L�Q�J���G�R�Z�Q���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�V���W�R���G�R��

                                                 
24 List of Civilians who Took Federal Oath on Steamers, February, 1865, roll 52; List of Civilians on Ship Island, 
�1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U�����������������������U�R�O�O�����������³�+�H�Q�U�\���.�L�U�N�Z�R�R�G�����0�U�V�����&�K�D�U�O�H�V���/�����*�X�P�E�H�O�O���´���L�Q���/�L�V�W�V���R�I���3�H�U�V�R�Q�V���6�H�Q�W���%�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H��
Union Provost Marshall at New Orleans, December 9, 22, 1863, roll 26; List of Refugees at New Orleans, December 
24, 1863, Ibid, all in UPMF. 
25 Bettersworth, Confederate Mississippi, 241-242; Ella Lonn, Foreigners in the Confederacy (1940; repr.,Victor A. 
Lonn, 1968); Anne J. Bailey, Invisible Southerners: Ethnicity in the Civil War (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 
2006), 1-10; Susannah J. Ural, ed., �&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U���&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�����5�D�F�H�����(�W�K�Q�L�F�L�W�\�����D�Q�G���,�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V���%�O�R�R�G�L�H�V�W���&�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W 
(New York: New York University Press, 2010), 2-9.    
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so. This was the logical next step in trying to make an unrealistic nationalist ideal into a reality. 

If Confederate victory required total and unyielding loyalty, then the promotion and enforcement 

of it had to be total and unyielding as well. This circular logic ultimately contributed to the 

�P�R�G�H�U�Q���Z�D�U�W�L�P�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���H�P�E�U�D�F�Lng of loyalty enforcement as an end unto itself.   

Those within the government and military who believed that only a total dedication to the 

war effort could win southern independence continued to balk at any perceived departure from 

the total loyalist model. Fire-eating Mississippi senator Albert Gallatin Brown epitomized this 

stance in a blustery Christmas Eve 1863 congressional speech, and his nationalist model is worth 

quoting in full: 

If I were asked, Mr. President, what the country most needs in this hour of peril, I would 
say patriotism; an all pervading and universal patriotism; not the babbling, noisy 
patriotism, that prates of what it is about to do or has done, but the earnest, heartfelt, 
quiet, but bounding, patriotism that does all things and dares all things, and wholy [sic] 
oblivious as to self, lives only for the cause. Such patriotism will strengthen our army and 
improve our currency. Will fill up the ranks, convert paper into gold, put shoes on the 
feet of our soldiers and shirts on their backs. It will nerve the arms and quiet the hearts of, 
husbands and fathers in the field, by feeding and clothing their loved ones at home. Then, 
Mr. President, let us all, high and low, rich and poor, from this day forth cultivate a more 
earnest and ardent patriotism. 
  

�+�H�U�H���%�U�R�Z�Q���H�Q�F�D�S�V�X�O�D�W�H�G���W�K�H���H�V�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P�����G�H�I�L�Q�H�G���E�\���³�D�Q���D�O�O���S�H�U�Y�D�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��

�X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O���S�D�W�U�L�R�W�L�V�P�´���W�K�D�W���Z�D�V���³�Z�K�R�O�O�\���>�V�L�F�@���R�E�O�L�Y�L�R�X�V���W�R���V�H�O�I�´���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���Z�K�R���O�L�Y�H�G���³�R�Q�O�\���I�R�U��

�W�K�H���F�D�X�V�H���´���7�K�L�V���W�\�S�H���R�I���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���K�D�G���Q�R���U�Rom for dissent, real or perceived. Echoing Brown, 

in 1862 the Panola Star �V�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���D�O�O���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���³�H�L�W�K�H�U���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���R�U���L�Q�G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\�´���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�G���8�Q�L�R�Q��

�V�H�Q�W�L�P�H�Q�W�V���Z�H�U�H���³�H�Q�H�P�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�´���Z�K�R���Z�H�U�H���³�G�D�L�O�\���W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���L�Q�M�X�U�H���R�X�U���F�D�X�V�H���´���0�D�Q�\���R�W�K�H�U��

Mississippian�V���V�H�L�]�H�G���X�S�R�Q���%�U�R�Z�Q�¶�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���6�W�D�U�¶�V vision of total dedication to the state as the 

only viable path to Confederate victory.26 

                                                 
26 Albert Gallatin Brown, �'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�����������������������³�6�W�D�W�H���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���6�S�H�H�F�K���L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���6�H�Q�D�W�H���´��
Documenting the American South. Electronic Edition. Southern Historical Collection. University Library, University 
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In late 1862, Carroll County native W. Cothran told Pettus that in light of Union invasion 

�R�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����³�L�W���L�V���W�K�H���G�X�W�\���R�I���H�Y�H�Uy citizen to contribute all he possesses, of mind, body and 

�P�X�V�F�O�H�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�����W�R���L�W�V���G�H�I�H�Q�V�H���´���%�X�W���&�R�W�K�U�D�Q���Z�D�V���G�L�V�P�D�\�H�G���Z�K�H�Q���K�H���V�D�Z���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V����

�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���³�V�W�U�R�Q�J�����D�E�O�H���E�R�G�L�H�G���P�H�Q�´���O�H�D�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�����D�Q�G���U�H�L�W�H�U�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�L�I��

ever�\���P�D�Q�´���Z�R�X�O�G���V�W�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���I�L�J�K�W�����W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���F�R�X�O�G���³�G�U�L�Y�H���R�X�W���W�K�H���L�Q�Y�D�G�H�U�V���I�D�U���K�H�Q�F�H���´���7�K�D�W���V�D�P�H��

month, Kemper County citizens complained to Pettus that people were fleeing in order to save 

�W�K�H�L�U���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���³�I�U�R�P���W�K�H���&�O�X�W�F�K�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���<�D�Q�N�H�H�V���´���D�Q�G���G�H�P�D�Q�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�Ke state legislature pass 

laws to prevent such behavior. In early 1863, a recruiting officer in Greenwood, Mississippi told 

�3�H�W�W�X�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���³�S�U�L�Q�F�L�Sal �F�D�X�V�H�´���R�I���P�H�Q���V�K�L�U�N�L�Q�J���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���G�X�W�\���Z�D�V���³�W�K�H���O�D�F�N���R�I���S�D�W�U�L�R�W�L�V�P�´��

�D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���I�R�U�P�H�U�O�\���³�O�R�X�G�H�V�W���P�R�X�W�K�H�G���6�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V�´���Z�K�R���S�U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���W�K�D�W���R�W�K�H�U�V���³�G�R���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N��

�Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H�\���U�H�F�O�L�Q�H���D�W���K�R�P�H�«�F�D�U�H�O�H�V�V���R�I���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W���R�I���W�K�L�V���Z�D�U���P�D�\���E�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\��

�D�U�H���O�H�I�W���X�Q�P�R�O�H�V�W�H�G���´���,�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���������������D���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���F�D�Y�D�O�U�\���R�I�I�L�F�H�U���Z�U�R�W�H���W�K�D�W���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���P�X�V�W��

�³�F�R�Q�V�H�F�U�D�W�H���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´���D�G�G�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�X�Q�W�L�O���D���S�H�R�S�O�H�«�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H���W�R���P�D�N�H���D�O�O��

considerations subservient to the grand end in view, but little hope can be entertained for their 

�V�X�F�F�H�V�V���´���+�H���Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���H�D�F�K���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q���Z�D�V���³�D���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H�����D�Q�G that his 

�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����J�R�R�G�����E�D�G�����R�U���L�Q�G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�����W�H�Q�G���W�R���J�R�Y�H�U�Q���W�K�H���I�L�Q�D�O���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���´27 Protective nationalists 

�E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���Y�L�F�W�R�U�\���F�R�X�O�G���R�Q�O�\���E�H���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G���L�I���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V���D�F�W�H�G���D�V���³�F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�´��

parts in service to the greater collective cause. Any deviation, like favoring self-interest at the 

�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���H�[�S�H�Q�V�H�����Z�R�X�O�G���V�W�\�P�L�H���W�K�L�V���J�R�D�O�����:�L�W�K���W�K�L�V���L�Q���P�L�Q�G�����D�U�G�H�Q�W���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V���U�H�V�H�U�Y�H�G���D��

                                                                                                                                                             
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1999  http://docsouth.unc.edu/imls/cotton/cotton.html. (Accessed September 24, 
���������������³�(�Q�H�P�L�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���&�D�X�V�H�����)�U�R�P���W�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q���´��Weekly Panola Star (Panola, MS), July 9, 1862. 
27 W. Cothran to John J. Pettus, November 15, 1862, Pettus Correspondence, roll 2812, vol. 50; Resolution by 
Citizens of Preston to John J. Pettus, November 20, 1862, Ibid; John McAutis to John J. Pettus, April 10, 1863, Ibid, 
roll 1446, vol. 51; Statement o�I���³�5�H�E�H�O���'�U�D�J�R�R�Q���´���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�����������������������+�D�U�U�\���6�W�����-�R�K�Q���'�L�[�R�Q���3�D�S�H�U�V������������-1904, 
folder 5, 02375, SHC.       
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particular ire for alleged speculators and extortionists, whom they believed epitomized the 

triumph of self over country. 

In December 1862, the Weekly Mississippian �H�[�R�Q�H�U�D�W�H�G���V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�R�U�V�����³�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V���´���L�W��

�S�U�R�F�O�D�L�P�H�G�����³�Z�K�\���D�U�H���V�R���P�D�Q�\���P�H�Q���O�H�I�W���L�Q���R�X�U���F�L�W�L�H�V�����Z�K�R�����O�L�N�H���Y�X�O�W�X�U�H�V�����I�H�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���Y�L�W�D�O�V���R�I���W�K�H��

�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�«�"�´���6�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\�����L�Q���0�D�U�F�K���������������W�K�H���1�D�W�F�K�H�]��Weekly Courier complained of skyrocketing 

�S�U�L�F�H�V���I�R�U���E�D�V�L�F�V���O�L�N�H���E�X�W�W�H�U�����³�:�K�D�W���F�D�Q���Z�H���G�R�����Z�L�W�K���V�X�F�K���H�[�W�R�U�W�L�R�Q���E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���X�V���W�R���U�X�L�Q�����D�Q�G���R�X�U��

�K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G�V���W�R���G�L�V�W�U�H�V�V�"�´���L�W wondered.  �$���0�R�Q�U�R�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���W�R�O�G���3�H�W�W�X�V���W�K�D�W���³�D�O�O���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H��

railroad you can see men Speculatin�J���L�Q���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���V�H�O�O���´���Z�K�L�O�H���D�Q���R�U�G�L�Q�D�Q�F�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�U��

�L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U���W�K�D�W���O�H�D�G���I�R�U���D�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�����E�X�W���W�K�H���³�W�U�D�L�W�R�U�R�X�V����

cowardly, yankee spirited note-�V�K�D�Y�L�Q�J�����P�R�Q�H�\���J�U�D�V�S�L�Q�J�´���K�R�O�G�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���O�H�D�G���³�D�V�N���S�U�L�F�H�V���Z�K�L�F�K��

the sta�W�H���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���D�I�I�R�U�G���W�R���S�D�\���´���7�K�H��Eastern Clarion accused merchants of reducing the 

�S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���³�W�R���W�K�H���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���S�D�X�S�H�U�V���´���E�\���R�Y�H�U�F�K�D�U�J�L�Q�J���I�R�U���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�L�H�V�����7�K�H���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���E�H�F�D�P�H��

so dire that the Confederate Commissary Office in Mississippi issued a September 1864 circular 

ordering state commissioners to arrest any exempted persons caught speculating in army 

�V�X�E�V�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H�����³�7�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���Q�R���U�L�J�K�W���W�R��barter their produce, but all of it which is not necessary for 

the support of their families must be sold to the Gover�Q�P�H�Q�W���R�U���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�¶���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�´���D�W���I�L�[�H�G��

�S�U�L�F�H�V�����L�W���V�W�D�W�H�G�����$�Q�\���H�[�H�P�S�W�H�G���P�D�Q���I�R�X�Q�G���H�Q�J�D�J�L�Q�J���L�Q���³�E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���S�U�H�M�X�G�L�F�L�D�O���W�R���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V���R�I��

�W�K�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���´���Z�D�V���W�R���E�H���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���D�W���R�Q�F�H��28 The message was straightforward: those who did 

not sacrifice everything possible to the cause would be punished. 

Critics targeted planters in particular for growing commodity crops when the population 

�Q�H�H�G�H�G���I�R�R�G�����³�7�K�H��American Citizen �F�D�O�O�H�G���H�[�W�R�U�W�L�R�Q�L�V�W���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V�����³�W�K�H���P�D�L�Q�«�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���K�L�J�K��

                                                 
28 �³�$�Q���$�S�S�H�D�O���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���/�D�G�L�H�V���R�I���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���´��Weekly Mississippian ���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q�����0�6�������'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U���������������������³�:�K�D�W��
�6�K�D�O�O���Z�H���G�R�"�´��Weekly Courier (Natchez, MS), March 4, 1863; Samuel Ward to John J. Pettus, November 23, 1862, 
Pettus Correspondence, roll 1446, vol. 50; Edward Fontaine to John J. Pettus, January 11, 1862, Ibid, roll 1218, vol. 
�����������³�%�U�H�D�G��- �(�[�W�R�U�W�L�R�Q���´��Eastern Clarion ���3�D�X�O�G�L�Q�J�����0�6�������0�D�\���������������������³�&hief Commissary Office for Mississippi 
�&�L�U�F�X�O�D�U���´���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���������������������1�R�U�W�R�Q�����&�K�L�O�W�R�Q���D�Q�G���'�D�P�H�U�R�Q���)�D�P�L�O�\���3�D�S�H�U�V������ 
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prices now crossing the country, demoralizing the consciences of our citizens and paralyzing the 

�D�U�P�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���K�H�D�U�W�V���R�I���R�X�U���J�D�O�O�D�Q�W���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���´ In May 1862, Tippah County resident Francis Leak 

�L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���3�H�W�W�X�V���W�K�D�W���Q�R�U�W�K���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V�����Z�K�R���K�D�G���³�K�H�U�H�W�R�I�R�U�H���G�R�Q�H���O�H�D�V�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�D�X�V�H���R�I��

Indep�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���´���Z�H�U�H���S�X�U�V�X�L�Q�J���³�V�R���X�Q�S�D�W�U�L�R�W�L�F���D���F�R�X�U�V�H�´���E�\���S�O�D�Q�W�L�Q�J���F�R�W�W�R�Q���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���I�R�R�G���I�R�U��

�W�K�H���D�U�P�\�����$�V���S�X�Q�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W�����/�H�D�N���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���V�K�R�X�O�G���H�Q�G�X�U�H���³�K�H�D�Y�\���W�D�[�H�V�´���W�R���I�X�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�D�U��

�G�H�E�W���D�Q�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�¶���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�����7�K�H��Weekly Mississippian sarcastically noted how planters 

�³�K�D�Y�H���R�I�W�H�Q���G�H�F�O�D�U�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�D�G�L�Q�H�V�V���W�R���µ�V�D�F�U�L�I�L�F�H���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���G�R�O�O�D�U�¶���I�R�U���K�R�Q�R�U���D�Q�G���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���´��

�D�G�G�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���V�D�F�U�L�I�L�F�H�G���W�K�H��first �G�R�O�O�D�U�����Z�H���Z�L�O�O���O�L�V�W�H�Q���W�R���W�K�H�P���´���6�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\�����D��

Beacon editorial stated that collusion betwe�H�Q���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V���D�Q�G���V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�R�U�V���L�Q���G�L�V�U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���³�W�K�H��

�Z�D�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���R�W�K�H�U�V�«�D�O�P�R�V�W���S�D�U�W�D�N�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���D���F�R�Q�V�S�L�U�D�F�\���´���$���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L��

�P�L�O�L�W�L�D�P�D�Q���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���J�U�H�H�G���K�D�G���R�Y�H�U�W�D�N�H�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�����W�H�O�O�L�Q�J���3�H�W�W�X�V���W�K�D�W���³�Z�H���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���G�H�S�H�Q�G��

�X�S�R�Q���R�X�U���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�V�«the calamities of the war have developed every selfish feeling �± men now 

�R�Q�O�\���G�R���I�R�U���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���´���$���3�R�Q�W�R�W�R�F���&�R�X�Q�W�\���Z�R�P�D�Q���H�F�K�R�H�G���W�K�L�V���V�H�Q�W�L�P�H�Q�W�����Q�R�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�D���V�S�L�U�L�W��

�R�I���V�H�O�I�L�V�K�Q�H�V�V���	���J�U�H�H�G���S�H�U�Y�D�G�H�V���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���	���W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���E�X�W���I�H�Z���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���K�R�Q�H�V�W���´29 These 

�F�U�L�W�L�F�V���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���D�O�O�H�J�H�G�O�\���S�U�R�I�L�W�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�¶�V���H�[�S�H�Q�V�H���Z�H�U�H���W�U�D�L�W�R�U�V�����,�Q���D��

war for independence, they believed that victory required a total mental and material sacrifice 

from citizens.  

Some Mississippians, however, defended the profit motive and balked at accusations of 

disloyalty. An editorial in the American Citizen, for example, asserted that the simple laws of 

supply and demand drove market sales based on the scarcity of goods and currency depreciation. 

�³�$�O�O���Z�K�R���W�U�D�G�H���D�U�H���V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�R�U�V����- every one who has any article to sell, will take the biggest 

                                                 
29 �³�$�Q���$�S�S�H�D�O���W�R���W�K�H���3�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´��American Citizen (Canton, MS), October 10, 1863; Francis Terry 
Leak Journal, May 5, 1862, Francis Terry Leak Papers, 1839-�������������I�R�O�������������Y�R�O�������������������������6�+�&�����³�6�X�E�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V���´��
Weekly Mississippian (Jackson, MS), April 8, 1863; Macon Beacon (Macon, MS), November 4, 1863; Benjamin 
King to John J. Pettus, December 17, 1862, Pettus Correspondence; S.G. Miller to George Miller, October 31, 1862,  
Miller Family Papers, fol. 40. 
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�P�D�U�N�H�W���S�U�L�F�H���´���L�W��proclaimed. The Citizen asserted that individuals had a right to consider their 

own personal interests, and claimed that that the government made matters worse by trying to 

eliminate self-interest through regulation of trade rather than by protecting it as a basic right. 

�$�G�D�P�V���&�R�X�Q�W�\���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U���&�K�D�U�O�H�V���:�K�L�W�P�R�U�H���V�K�D�U�H�G���W�K�L�V���I�H�H�O�L�Q�J�����F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���L�W���Z�D�V���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V��

�G�X�W�\���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V�����Q�R�W���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���Z�D�\���D�U�R�X�Q�G�����7�K�H���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K-born 

Whitmore came to the United States in 1822 and gained citizenship ten years later, but as the war 

�G�U�D�L�Q�H�G���K�L�V���V�O�D�Y�H���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�����K�H���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R���U�H�J�D�L�Q���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�K�L�S�����³�'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�D�W�H���W�U�R�X�E�O�H�V���,��

have not personally borne arms against the U.S. government but considered that that party are 

not actively protecting m�\���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H���W�R���D�Q���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���I�U�L�H�Q�G���L�Q���������������³�,���D�P���G�L�V�S�R�V�H�G���W�R��

�V�R�O�Y�H���E�D�F�N���W�R���P�\���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���E�L�U�W�K�U�L�J�K�W���´���:�K�L�W�P�R�U�H���I�H�O�W���W�K�D�W���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���8�Q�L�R�Q���R�U���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H����

that failed to create secure conditions for his personal property did not deserve his allegiance.30  

At the heart of the controversy over speculation, extortion, and property rights was a 

basic question with no easy answer, which presupposed conflict between macro and micro 

loyalties: how much should Mississippians do for themselves and how much should they do for 

their country? This controversy was one facet of a much broader debate within the 

�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�¶�V���E�R�U�G�H�U�V���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���L�W�V�H�O�I���D�Q�G���K�R�Z���I�D�U���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���F�R�X�O�G�����D�Q�G��

should go in trying to make protective nationalism a reality. In addition to its role in the 

argument over the right to have free markets in wartime, this issue also emerged when 

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V���S�U�R�W�H�V�W�H�G���W�K�H���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�¶�V���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���W�R���L�P�S�U�H�V�V���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�D�P�H���R�I���W�K�H��

national cause. Some contended that such a justification directly conflicted with their concept of 

nationalism, based on a state that respected individual freedom by defending property rights 

                                                 
30 �³�6�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�R�U�V���D�Q�G���(�[�W�R�U�W�L�R�Q�H�U�V���´��American Citizen (Canton, MS), December 5, 1862; Charles Whitmore to Joseph 
Lyon, February 15, 1864, Charles Whitmore Plantation Journal, microfilm, 02406, roll 1, SHC. 
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�D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H�G���W�R���E�H���D���Z�D�U�S�H�G���I�R�U�P���R�I���S�D�W�U�L�R�W�L�V�P���W�K�D�W���P�D�G�H���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H��

an end unto itself. 

In late 1862, Arnoldus Brumby of Holmes County complained to his sister about 

Confederate authorities violating individual rights by impressing leather makers into government 

�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����&�D�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���S�R�O�L�F�\���D���³�K�L�J�K���K�D�Q�G�H�G���X�V�X�U�S�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���S�R�Z�H�U���´���Ke lamented that citizens were 

�³�E�H�L�Q�J���G�H�Q�L�H�G���W�K�H���S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H���R�I���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���´���D�Q�G���Z�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���³such 

military necessities as they are egregiously called will crush the spirit upon which the foundation 

of all republics are built �± namely good will ���´���,�Q���O�D�W�H���������������V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���³�D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�W��

�F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���´���2�[�I�R�U�G���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���:�L�O�O�L�D�P���'�H�O�D�\���F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���W�R���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U���&�K�D�U�O�H�V���&�O�D�U�N���W�K�D�W��

�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���W�U�R�R�S�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�Q�I�L�V�F�D�W�L�Q�J���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶���Z�D�J�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���V�D�O�W�����+�H���D�G�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���F�L�Y�L�O���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���K�D�G��

�E�H�H�Q���³�L�V�V�X�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���W�R���U�H�F�R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���´���E�X�W���Z�H�U�H���³�L�Q���H�Y�H�U�\���L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H���R�Y�H�U�U�X�O�H�G���D�Q�G��

�G�L�V�U�H�J�D�U�G�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���´���,�Q���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�������������O�H�W�W�H�U���W�R���&�O�D�U�N�����V�W�D�W�H���D�J�H�Q�W���,���:�����:�D�W�V�R�Q��

�F�R�Q�F�H�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���Z�D�V���W�R���V�R�P�H���H�[�W�H�Q�W���³�Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���´���E�X�W���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�H�G���³�Ey what authority is 

�F�R�Q�I�L�V�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�«�S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���D�G�G�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���S�H�Q�D�O�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�X�W�H�����D�Q�G���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�G���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���E�\���D��

military ex-�S�D�U�W�H���W�U�L�E�X�Q�D�O�"�´���+�H���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���S�R�O�L�F�\���K�D�G���³�E�H�F�R�P�H���R�G�L�R�X�V���´���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��

�³�Q�X�P�H�U�R�X�V���H�Y�L�O�V�´���D�W�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���L�W�V���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���Z�H�U�H �³�G�H�P�R�U�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J�´���W�K�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�U�\�����%�U�X�P�E�\���D�Q�G��

Watson were not alone in their critiques of excessive state power as a means of ensuring 

Confederate victory. The excuse of military necessity, and its attendant vision of total 

nationalism as a justification for the impressments of private property, was a contentious issue in 

the Confederacy throughout the war.31 

                                                 
31 Arnoldus Brumby to Sarah C. Simpson, December 7, 1862, Simpson and Brumby Family Papers, 1847-1945, 
folder 2, subseries 1.1, 01408-z, SHC; William Delay to Charles Clark, November 27, 1863, Charles Clark, 
December 21, 1863, Charles Clark Correspondence, Series 768, Box 949, Volume 56, Record Group 27, MDAH; 
 I.W.C. Watson to Charles Clark, December 21, 1863, Ibid; On Military confiscation, see Paul D. Escott, Military 
Necessity: Civil-Military Relations in the Confederacy (Westport, CT: Praeger, 2006), 25, 174 and Mark E. Neely 
Jr., Southern Rights: Political Prisoners and the Myth of Confederate Constitutionalism (Charlottesville: University 
of Virginia Press, 1999), 163-167.  
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In July 1862, for example, Joshua and Thomas Green, bankers who also owned the Pearl 

River Mills in Jackson, Mississippi, protested military necessity in a memorial to Davis. Since 

the start of the war, the Confederate quartermaster had required the Greens to manufacture 

clothing for the government, which they did willingly, and in the process neglected private 

customers in order to sell to the state at fixe�G���U�D�W�H�V���E�H�O�R�Z���W�K�H���P�D�U�N�H�W���S�U�L�F�H�����7�K�H���*�U�H�H�Q�¶�V���R�E�M�H�F�W�H�G����

however, when in May the Confederate Provost Marshal, under orders from General Earl Van 

Dorn, took possession of the mill and demanded that the Greens and their employees work for 

�W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���³�R�Q���S�H�Q�D�O�W�\ �R�I���E�H�L�Q�J���U�H�J�D�U�G�H�G���D�V���µ�G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O���W�R���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶���	���µ�W�U�H�D�W�H�G���D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�O�\���¶�´��

�7�K�H���*�U�H�H�Q�V���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���9�D�Q���'�R�U�Q�¶�V���L�Q�Y�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I��martial law to justify the seizure 

unconstitutional since it infringed on their right to use their property as they saw fit. They 

de�P�D�Q�G�H�G���U�H�F�R�P�S�H�Q�V�H���I�R�U���D�O�O���O�R�V�V�H�V���L�Q�F�X�U�U�H�G�����F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���M�X�V�W���U�H�D�V�R�Q���R�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���³�L�W��

[the government] can claim to take private property for less than other purchasers are willing to 

�S�D�\���I�R�U���L�W���´���7�K�H�\���W�R�X�W�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���S�D�W�U�L�R�W�L�V�P�����U�H�P�L�Q�G�L�Q�J���'�D�Y�L�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���K�D�G���³�D�O�Z�D�\�V���E�H�H�Q���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�R��

�V�X�S�S�O�\���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���J�R�R�G�V���´���E�X�W���D�U�J�X�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�L�U���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���P�D�U�W�L�D�O���O�D�Z���V�W�H�P�P�H�G��

�I�U�R�P���D���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R���F�R�Q�I�R�U�P���W�R���³�D���I�U�H�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�����I�R�X�Q�G�H�G���R�Q���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V���	���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q��

�O�D�Z�V���´���7�K�H���*�U�H�H�Q�V���L�Q�Y�R�N�H�G���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O�Lsm to defend a nationalist vision based on respect for 

self-interest via private property and limits on military authority. This vision stood in contrast to 

�W�K�H���N�L�Q�G���R�I���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���W�K�D�W���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�H�G���W�K�H���D�U�P�\���W�R���V�D�F�U�L�I�L�F�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�¶�V���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���U�L�J�K�W�V��to 

the needs of the state.32 

That summer, martial law was also at the center of the case of Yalobusha County lawyer 

Samuel Hawkins. Provost Marshal R.H. Forrester arrested Hawkins and fined him fifty dollars 

after Hawkins refused to accept Confederate notes as payment for hired-out slaves. Forrester 

�F�D�O�O�H�G���+�D�Z�N�L�Q�V���W�U�D�L�W�R�U�R�X�V���I�R�U���G�H�Q�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���P�R�Q�H�\�����F�L�W�L�Q�J���³�W�K�H���G�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�´���K�H���P�L�J�K�W��
                                                 
32 Memorial of Joshua and Thomas Green to Jefferson Davis, July 26, 1862, roll 48, LRCSW. 
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�H�[�H�U�W���L�Q���³�G�H�V�W�U�R�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�U�H�G�L�W���R�I���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���P�R�Q�H�\���´���+�H���Z�D�U�Q�H�G���%�U�L�J�D�G�L�H�U���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���-�R�K�Q��

�9�L�O�O�H�S�L�J�X�H���W�K�D�W���+�D�Z�N�L�Q�V�¶���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���³�V�H�O�I�L�V�K���D�Q�G���X�Q�S�D�W�U�L�R�W�L�F���P�H�Q�´���Z�H�U�H���G�R�L�Q�J���V�R�����W�K�H�U�H�E�\��

�M�X�V�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J���D���³�V�W�H�U�Q���F�K�H�F�N���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H���H�Y�L�O���´���9�L�O�O�H�S�L�J�X�H���D�J�U�H�H�G�����W�H�O�O�L�Q�J��

�6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���R�I���:�D�U���*�H�R�U�J�H���5�D�Q�G�R�O�S�K���W�K�D�W���9�D�Q���'�R�U�Q�¶�V���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���2�U�G�H�U���W�R���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���F�U�H�G�L�W��

justified Hawkin�V�¶���D�U�U�H�V�W�����(�Q�I�R�U�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H���R�U�G�H�U���K�D�G���W�R���E�H���G�R�Q�H�����³�D�W���V�R�P�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���S�H�F�X�Q�L�D�U�\��

�L�Q�F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�F�H���W�R���D���I�H�Z���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���´���K�H���D�G�G�H�G�����³�E�X�W���W�K�D�W���U�H�J�U�H�W���L�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\���O�H�V�V�H�Q�H�G���E�\���W�K�H��

conviction that those citizens are at least indifferent to the success of the Confedera�F�\�¶�V���I�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J��

�P�H�Q�����L�I���Q�R�W���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H�O�\���G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���´���,�Q���K�L�V���R�Z�Q���G�H�I�H�Q�V�H�����+�D�Z�N�L�Q�V���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W��

his arrest was unconstitutional, and invoked patriotism founded on a nation that respected 

�L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���U�L�J�K�W�V�����³�,���O�R�Y�H���P�\���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�«�D�Q�G��I would ask what guarantee have the 

�F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���U�L�J�K�W�V�����Z�K�D�W���E�D�U�U�L�H�U�V���H�[�L�V�W���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���Z�R�U�V�W���R�I���W�\�U�D�Q�Q�\�����L�I���0�D�U�V�K�D�O���/�D�Z�«��

�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���D�Q�\���U�X�O�H�V���R�U���O�L�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����>�L�V�@���W�R���E�H���F�D�U�U�L�H�G���L�Q�W�R���H�I�I�H�F�W���L�Q���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���´���)�R�U�P�H�U���V�W�D�W�H���M�X�G�J�H��

E.S. Fisher seconded Hawkins, arguing that army regulations did not apply to civilians, and that 

�W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���V�K�R�X�O�G���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���W�K�H�P���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���³�D�F�W�V���R�I���W�\�U�D�Q�Q�\���´���:�D�U���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���F�O�H�U�N���5�R�E�H�U�W��

�*���+�����.�H�D�Q���F�R�Q�F�H�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H��law �L�V���Z�L�W�K���+�D�Z�N�L�Q�V���´���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Q�J���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���F�U�H�G�L�W���Z�D�V��

b�H�\�R�Q�G���W�K�H���3�U�R�Y�R�V�W���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�¶�V���G�X�W�\�����O�H�D�Y�L�Q�J���³�Q�R���R�W�K�H�U���J�U�R�X�Q�G�V���W�R���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q���+�D�Z�N�L�Q�V�¶���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���´33 

�$�V���+�D�Z�N�L�Q�V�¶���F�D�V�H���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�G�����S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���W�X�U�Q�H�G���P�X�Q�G�D�Q�H���D�F�W�V���O�L�N�H���U�H�I�X�V�L�Q�J��

currency into sedition against the state and stirred controversy between different branches of the 

Confederate government.          

Protective nationalists, like Van Dorn, Forrester, and Villepigue believed that the 

Confederacy could not be self-sufficient without its own currency, the bedrock of economic 

                                                 
33 R.L. Forrester to John B. Villepigue, July 30, 1862, John B. Villepigue to George Randolph, August 21, 1862, 
Samuel M. Hawkins to R.L. Forrester, June 28, 1862, Samuel M. Hawkins to George W. Randolph, August 9, 1862, 
Statement of E.S. Fisher, July 15, 1862, R.G.H. Kean to George Randolph, September 1, 1862, Arrest Papers of 
Samuel M. Hawkins, roll 52, LRCSW.     



   

 88 

independence. Their position was not without support. An 1863 Weekly Mississippian editorial 

�V�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���Z�L�W�K���D���³�K�H�D�U�W���W�U�X�O�\���L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���F�D�X�V�H�«�Z�L�O�O���E�H���F�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V���R�I�«�W�K�H���G�X�W�\��

to uphold the credit of the currency which is the life-�E�O�R�R�G���R�I���W�K�D�W���F�D�X�V�H���´�$���O�H�W�W�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���H�Gitor of 

the American Citizen �V�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�R�V�H���U�H�I�X�V�L�Q�J���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���P�R�Q�H�\���Z�H�U�H���E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���³�G�L�V�F�U�H�G�L�W���R�Q��

�R�X�U���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���´���³�+�R�Z���V�P�D�O�O���P�X�V�W���E�H���W�K�H���V�S�D�U�N���R�I���S�D�W�U�L�R�W�L�V�P���L�Q���W�K�D�W���P�D�Q�¶�V���E�U�H�D�V�W���Z�K�R���Z�R�X�O�G��

not do all in his power to save and help his country in this he�U���K�R�X�U���R�I���J�U�H�D�W�H�V�W���S�H�U�L�O�"�´���W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U��

asked.34 Hawkins, Fisher, and others did not agree with such all-or-nothing assessments. They 

rejected a nationalism that advocated the sacrifice of personal interests to the whim of the state, 

and saw the pursuit of a nation concerned only with its own perpetuation as both unworkable and 

undesirable. For its part, the Confederate government demonstrated how, even with expanded 

powers that enabled a Provost Marshal to judge the nationalist implications of a personal loan, it 

could not circumvent the influence of other allegiances in citizens like Hawkins. 

�7�K�H���G�H�E�D�W�H���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���Y�H�U�V�X�V���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V���D�O�V�R���S�L�W�W�H�G���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H��

�R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V���L�Q���D���G�L�V�S�X�W�H���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���U�L�J�K�W���W�R���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���V�O�D�Y�H�V��for the war 

effort.35 �+�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q�V���/�D�Z�U�H�Q�F�H���3�R�Z�H�O�O���D�Q�G���0�L�F�K�D�H�O���:�D�\�Q�H���Y�L�H�Z���W�K�L�V���F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W���D�V���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I���³�W�K�H��

�U�H�D�O�L�J�Q�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�¶�V���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H�V���G�X�H���W�R���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H�G���V�H�O�I-�L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���´��

�D�Q�G���³�W�K�H���G�H�W�D�F�K�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�D�W���S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H�G���V�H�O�I-interest from all �V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���´���6�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\����

�6�W�H�S�K�D�Q�L�H���0�F�&�X�U�U�\���D�U�J�X�H�V���W�K�D�W���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V���³�Z�H�U�H���P�R�U�H���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���W�K�D�Q���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���´��

because they would not sacrifice their slaves for a war that they started.36 This interpretation 

assumes that total nationalism could be, and should be embraced by Confederate citizens, and 

                                                 
34 �³�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���&�X�U�U�H�Q�F�\���´��Weekly Mississippian ���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q�����0�6�������$�S�U�L�O�����������������������³�5�H�I�X�V�L�Q�J���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���0�R�Q�H�\���´��
American Citizen (Canton, MS), July 3, 1863. 
35 Stephanie McCurry, Confederate Reckoning: Power and Politics in the Civil War South (Cambridge, MA: 
Harvard University Press, 2010), 264, 276.  
36 �/�D�Z�U�H�Q�F�H���1�����3�R�Z�H�O�O���D�Q�G���0�L�F�K�D�H�O���6�����:�D�\�Q�H�����³�6�H�O�I-Interest and the Decl�L�Q�H���R�I���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���´���L�Q��The 
Old South in the Crucible of War, Harry P. Owens and James J. Cooke, eds., (Jackson: University Press of 
Mississippi, 1983), 30; McCurry, Confederate Reckoning, 285. 
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that the influence of other attachments necessarily indicated disloyalty. Further, the issue of slave 

impressments put the newly-empowered state in the ironic position of seizing slave property, the 

protection of which being the �&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�¶�V���Uaison d'être, to help perpetuate its own existence.  

Mississippi planters, however, claimed that concern for property did not indicate a lack of 

patriotism. Many willingly leased slaves to work on fortifications but opposed further 

impressments when they deemed their contributions sufficient. Mississippi offered slave owners 

thirty-dollars per month compensation plus rations and clothing for leased hands. Planters 

sending over thirty slaves could provide their own overseer, with the state paying his salary. 

Congress passed a general slave impressment act in March 1863, empowering the military to 

impress in accordance with state laws. In 1864, a second act authorized the collection of twenty-

thousand more slaves. Many planters donated hands, but protested when the state failed to 

�X�S�K�R�O�G���L�W�V���S�U�R�P�L�V�H���W�R���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���V�O�D�Y�H�V�¶���K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H�\���S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H�G���L�W���D�V���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���Q�R�W���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�H�G��

equally among slaveholders.37   

In early 1863, several Holmes County planters voluntarily sent slaves to work on the 

�9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J���I�R�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����E�X�W���Z�H�U�H���G�L�V�P�D�\�H�G���W�R���O�H�D�U�Q���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�O�D�Y�H�V���Z�H�U�H���³�S�X�W���X�Q�G�H�U���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\��

�R�Y�H�U�V�H�H�U�V���´���Z�K�R���³�W�U�H�D�W�H�G���W�K�H�P���E�D�G�O�\���	���U�R�X�J�K�O�\���X�V�L�Q�J���F�X�J�J�H�O�V���>�V�L�F�@���R�U���V�W�L�F�N�V���L�Q���F�K�D�V�W�L�V�H�P�H�Q�W���´��

When several slaves fled, the planters demanded compensation and exemption from further 

�L�P�S�U�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�����³�:�H���W�K�L�Q�N���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���S�D�W�U�L�R�W�L�V�P���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���V�H�Q�G���D�O�O���R�X�U���K�D�Q�G�V�´���W�K�H�\���Z�U�R�W�H�����E�X�W��

�F�R�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�L�V���H�[�W�U�D���	���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G�´���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���K�D�G���³�U�H�W�D�U�G�H�G�´���W�K�H�L�U���S�O�D�Q�W�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���V�D�P�H��

issues concerned Gallatin resident Benjamin King, who told Pettus that slaves taken for 

fortification work were poorly-sheltered, neglected when sick, and not permitted to go 

                                                 
37 �%�H�U�Q�D�U�G���+�����1�H�O�V�R�Q�����³�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���6�O�D�Y�H���,�P�S�U�H�V�V�P�H�Qt Legislation, 1861-�����������´��Journal of Negro History 31 (Oct., 
1946): 396, 400, 402-�����������2�Q���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V�¶���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���V�O�D�Y�H���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�����V�H�H���+�D�U�U�L�V�R�Q���$�����7�U�H�[�O�H�U�����³The Opposition of 
�3�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V���W�R���W�K�H���(�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W���R�I���6�O�D�Y�H�V���D�V���/�D�E�R�U�H�U�V���E�\���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\���´��Mississippi Valley Historical Review 27 
(Sept., 1940): 211-224.  
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�K�R�P�H���³�7�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����Z�H�U�H���³�Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�R���V�H�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���Q�H�J�U�R�H�V���L�I���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���W�U�H�D�W�H�G���D�V���K�X�P�D�Q��

being�V���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�N�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���J�R�R�G���´���E�X�W���Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���V�X�I�I�H�U���W�K�H�L�U���V�O�D�Y�H�V���³�W�R��

�E�H���W�U�H�D�W�H�G���D�Q�G���Q�H�J�O�H�F�W�H�G���D�V���W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���´38 While slave owners voluntarily contributed hands 

to the war effort, they demanded that the state uphold its end of the bargain by maintaining their 

�S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�¶�V���Y�D�O�X�H���� 

Issues regarding equal contribution also irked planters who felt that the number of slaves 

whom an individual sent to the fortifications should be in proportion to the number owned. In 

March 1863, for examp�O�H�����&�R�O�R�Q�H�O���-�R�K�Q���+�X�P�S�K�U�H�\�V���H�Q�G�H�D�Y�R�U�H�G���³�W�R���W�D�N�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�R�V�H���R�Z�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H��

�O�D�U�J�H�V�W���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���D�E�O�H���E�R�G�L�H�G���P�H�Q�«�G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���I�D�Y�R�U���R�I���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���K�D�G���V�H�Q�W���I�U�H�H�O�\���D�Q�G��

�O�L�E�H�U�D�O�O�\���´���,�Q�G�H�H�G�����S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V���S�U�R�W�H�V�W�H�G���G�H�Y�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�L�V���S�R�O�L�F�\�����6�W�D�W�H���M�X�G�J�H���5�R�E�H�U�W���+�X�G�V�R�Q���Z�Ds 

�D�P�R�Q�J���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���P�R�V�W���E�O�X�V�W�H�U�\���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V�����E�X�W���F�K�D�I�H�G���D�W���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���K�L�V��

�V�O�D�Y�H�V���D�I�W�H�U���K�H���K�D�G���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�D�U�L�O�\���V�H�Q�W���V�R�P�H���W�R���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J�����³�,���K�D�Y�H���H�Y�H�U���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�G���W�R���D�O�O���F�D�O�O�V���I�R�U��

�V�X�F�K���K�H�O�S���D�Q�G���V�W�R�R�G���U�H�D�G�\���W�R���G�R���V�R���V�W�L�O�O�«�E�X�W���W�K�H�\���F�K�R�R�V�H���W�R���L�P�S�U�H�V�V��and did impress, and I know 

�R�I���Q�R���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���W�K�H�\���K�D�G���I�R�U���G�R�L�Q�J���V�R���´���K�H���W�R�O�G���3�H�W�W�X�V�����&�R�S�L�D�K���&�R�X�Q�W�\���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U���)�����'�L�O�O�D�U�G���R�Z�Q�H�G��

twenty-�H�L�J�K�W���V�O�D�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���V�H�Q�W���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���W�R���Z�R�U�N���D�W���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J�����E�X�W���F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���R�I���³�J�U�H�D�W���L�Q�M�X�V�W�L�F�H�´���E�\��

singling out three fellow planters who owned between forty and fifty slaves but only sent one or 

�W�Z�R���W�R���W�K�H���I�R�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����³�>�:�H�@���G�R�Q�¶�W���F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q���D�W���V�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�X�U���1�H�J�U�R�H�V���W�R���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J���E�X�W���Z�H���G�R��

�F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q���D�W���L�Q�M�X�V�W�L�F�H���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����'�L�O�O�D�U�G�¶�V���U�H�D�V�R�Q�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W�I�R�U�Z�D�U�G�����L�I���D�U�E�L�W�U�D�U�\�����W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R��

owned more slaves should contribute more slaves. Yet, his arbitrariness reflected that of the 

Confederate government, which did not give specific numbers regarding slave impressment 

                                                 
38 �5�L�F�K�O�D�Q�G���3�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V�¶���3�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���-�R�K�Q���-�����3�H�W�W�X�V�����0�D�U�F�K�����������������������3�H�W�W�X�V���&�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�F�H�����U�R�O�O���������������Y�R�O������������
Benjamin King to John J. Pettus, April 13, 1863, Ibid. 
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beyond prohibiting it on premises with less than four slaves eighteen or older and setting a five 

percent quota of slaves per county.39 

Planters decided when they had given enough hands. In March, 1863, for example, 

�$�G�D�P�V���&�R�X�Q�W�\���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���7�K�R�P�D�V���0�F�&�R�Z�H�Q���U�H�M�H�F�W�H�G���F�D�O�O�V���I�R�U���P�R�U�H���R�I���K�L�V���V�O�D�Y�H�V�����³�,���K�D�G���D�O�U�H�D�G�\��

sent some men to Port Hud�V�R�Q���´���K�H���W�R�O�G���3�H�W�W�X�V�����³�S�O�H�D�V�H���G�L�U�H�F�W���>�W�K�H�@���6�K�H�U�U�L�I�I���W�R���H�[�H�P�S�W���P�\���I�R�U�F�H��

�I�U�R�P���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���´���7�K�D�W���0�F�&�R�Z�H�Q���K�D�G���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���V�H�Q�W���³�V�R�P�H���P�H�Q�´���Z�D�V���V�X�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�W���I�R�U���K�L�P�� Rather 

than prioritize self over country, planters invoked micro and macro loyalties in an attempt to 

serve both. They cited their willingness to supply slave laborers to the army as evidence of their 

patriotism, but complained when slaves were mistreated, or when the state threatened to impress 

more than their preferred amount. Planters argued that self-interest necessitated limiting property 

confiscation in the name of the cause. In doing so, they demonstrated how self and national 

interest need not conflict, at least to a point. The fact that micro loyalties influenced their 

behavior did not necessarily evidence a weakened devotion to a total nationalist model that many 

Mississippians found undesirable. Although the state had the power to impress slaves, it could 

not enforce total compliance among planters.40  

If businessmen and planters could object to being labeled traitors by critics who believed 

they should subordinate profits to the greater Confederate cause, there were other Mississippians 

�I�R�U���Z�K�R�P���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V�¶���D�F�F�X�V�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�U�H�D�V�R�Q���Z�D�V���M�X�V�W�L�I�L�H�G�����7�K�H�V�H���Z�H�U�H���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���P�L�Q�R�U�L�W�\��

number of Unionists, those who openly expressed Union sentiments or actively resisted 

                                                 
39 John C. Humphreys to John J. Pettus, March 4, 1863, Robert S. Hudson to John J. Pettus, March 1, 1863, F. 
Dillard to John J. Pettus, February 18, 1863, Pettus Correspondence; 1860 U.S. Census and Slave Schedules, Copiah 
County, Mississippi, F. Dillard, E.R. Brown, R.H. Taliaferro, B.K. Hawkins, digital images, Ancestry.com 
(http://www.ancestry.com/�����D�F�F�H�V�V�H�G���0�D�\�������������������������1�H�O�V�R�Q�����³�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���6�O�D�Y�H���,�P�S�U�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q���´������������
400. 
40 Thomas McCowen to John J. Pettus, March 4, 1863, Pettus Correspondence. 
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Confederate authority and worked to sabotage the southern war effort. Their existence only 

�I�X�H�O�H�G���P�D�Q�\���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q�V�¶���]�H�D�O���W�R���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���W�U�D�L�W�R�U�V���D�W���H�Y�H�U�\���W�X�U�Q��41 

One such individual was Columbus-based Presbyterian minister James Lyon, whose anti-

slavery views were a rarity among even Mississippi Unionists. In his journal, Lyon described 

�V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���D�V���³�D���J�U�H�D�W���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���K�H�U�H�V�\���´���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���Z�D�U���³�D�Q���H�J�U�H�J�L�R�X�V���E�O�X�Q�G�H�U�´���W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G��

�E�U�L�Q�J���³�U�X�L�Q���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���´���+�H���D�O�V�R���F�U�L�W�L�F�L�]�H�G���S�U�R�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�V���R�I���D���W�R�W�D�O���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���Z�K�R��

�³�F�R�P�P�H�Q�F�H�G���W�K�H���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���	���D�S�S�H�D�O�V���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�L�V�H�V�«�W�R�«���F�U�H�D�W�H���W�K�H���Z�D�U���V�S�L�U�L�W���D�Q�G���N�H�H�S���L�W��

�X�S���´���/�\�R�Q���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���V�W�L�I�O�H�G���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���U�L�J�K�W�V���L�Q the name of exultation 

�R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�����L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���D�Q���³�D�E�V�R�O�X�W�H���G�H�V�S�R�W�L�V�P�´���W�K�D�W���H�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G���³�Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���W�R���W�K�H��

persons and property of the people, but to their words, their speech, their very thoughts and 

�H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�V���´���+�H���H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\���U�D�Q���D�I�R�X�O���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�We in 1863, when a friend asked Lyon to endorse a 

circulating letter naming him as the head of a pro-�8�Q�L�R�Q���³�5�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���S�D�U�W�\���´���&�L�W�L�Q�J��

ministerial non-partisanship, Lyon declined to sign it, but his son, Theodric, a Confederate 

soldier who nonetheless sh�D�U�H�G���K�L�V���I�D�W�K�H�U�¶�V���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V�����D�Q�V�Z�H�U�H�G���W�K�H���O�H�W�W�H�U�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���V�R�R�Q���U�H�D�G��

�S�X�E�O�L�F�D�O�O�\���D�Q�G���S�U�L�Q�W�H�G���L�Q���D���O�R�F�D�O���Q�H�Z�V�S�D�S�H�U�����7�K�H���S�U�R�Y�R�V�W���P�D�U�V�K�D�O���G�H�H�P�H�G���W�K�H���O�H�W�W�H�U���D���³�G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O��

�W�U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�H���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W���´���D�Q�G���D�U�U�H�V�W�H�G���W�K�H���/�\�R�Q�V�����7�K�H�R�G�U�L�F���Z�D�V���F�R�X�U�W-marshaled, relived of his 

                                                 
41 Historians have identified Mississippi Unionists according to variables of class, political preference, and 
geography. Opposition to secession and the Confederacy came from wealthy Delta slaveholders whose conservative 
Whig leanings precluded them from embracing a war that would stifle river trade and threaten destruction of their 
�S�O�D�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����6�F�K�R�O�D�U�V���D�O�V�R���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���F�O�X�V�W�H�U�V���R�I���8�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�P���L�Q���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W���3�L�Q�H�\���:�R�R�G�V�����L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���U�H�J�L�R�Q��
and in the hilly, northeastern counties. There were relatively poor areas with low slaveholding density whose 
�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���K�D�G���O�L�W�W�O�H���W�R���J�D�L�Q���I�U�R�P���I�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���D���V�O�D�Y�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V�¶���Z�D�U�����6�H�H���%�H�W�W�H�U�V�Z�R�U�W�K����Confederate Mississippi, 8-9, 189-
�����������0�D�U�\���)�O�R�\�G���6�X�P�Q�H�U�V�����³�3�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���L�Q���7�L�V�K�R�P�L�Q�J�R���&�R�X�Q�W�\������������-�����������´��Journal of Mississippi History 2 (May, 
1966): 149-151; William L. Barney, The Secessionist Impulse: Alabama and Mississippi in 1860 (Tuscaloosa: 
University of Alabama Press, 1974, 2004), 77-���������:�L�O�O�L�D�P���7�����%�O�D�L�Q�����³�µ�%�D�Q�Q�H�U�¶���8�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�P���L�Q���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�����&�K�R�F�W�D�Z��
County: 1861-�����������´��Mississippi Quarterly 2 (Spring, 1976): 207-220; Charles C. Bolton, Poor Whites of the 
Antebellum South: Tenants and Laborers in Central North Carolina and Northeast Mississippi (Durham: Duke 
University Press, 1994), 85-119; Michael Shannon Mal�O�D�U�G�����µ�³�)�D�L�W�K�I�X�O���)�R�X�Q�G���$�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���)�D�L�W�K�O�H�V�V���¶���3�R�S�X�O�D�U��
�2�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\���L�Q���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���´�����P�D�V�W�H�U�¶�V���W�K�H�V�L�V�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���6�W�D�W�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\������������������
Bynum, The Free State of Jones, 47-69, 117-118 and The Long Shadow of the Civil War: Southern Dissent and its 
Legacies (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2010), 1-5, 23, 31-32; Smith, Mississippi in the Civil 
War, 127. 
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command and banished to Virginia. The authorities released Lyon but Confederate partisans 

�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���W�R���K�R�X�Q�G���K�L�P�����D�V���K�H���U�H�P�D�L�Q�H�G���D���V�W�D�X�Q�F�K���8�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�W���X�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H���Z�D�U�¶�V���H�Q�G��42    

�/�\�R�Q�¶�V���F�D�V�H���Z�D�V���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���W�R���W�K�D�W���R�I���R�W�K�H�U���8�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V���Z�K�R�P���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V���W�D�U�J�H�W�H�G���I�R�U��

treason. In April 1864, the Macon Beacon reported that Confederate soldiers arrested Ben 

�+�D�Z�N�L�Q�V�����Z�K�R���K�D�G���J�R�Q�H���W�R���,�O�O�L�Q�R�L�V���L�Q�������������W�R���E�H���K�R�Q�R�U�H�G���D�V���³�D���8�Q�L�R�Q���P�D�Q���I�U�R�P���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���´��

�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V���F�R�Q�I�L�V�F�D�W�H�G���D���³�8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���I�O�D�J�´���I�U�R�P���K�L�V���K�R�X�V�H�����D�Q�G�����Z�K�H�Q���:�L�Oliam T. 

�6�K�H�U�P�D�Q�¶�V���W�U�R�R�S�V���P�D�U�F�K�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���L�Q���������������+�D�Z�N�L�Q�V���D�O�O�H�J�H�G�O�\���³�V�S�R�N�H���W�R���8�Q�L�R�Q��

�P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V���´���D�Q�G���W�R�O�G���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���W�R���³�I�L�J�K�W���W�K�H���U�H�E�H�O���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���O�L�N�H���W�K�H���G�H�Y�L�O���´���+�L�V���I�R�X�U���V�R�Q�V���D�O�V�R���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�G��

from the 6th, 16th and 37th Mississippi infantries. In an October 1863 incident, the Beacon 

reported on a Reconstruction meeting in Canton that nominated planter Moses Jordon to run for 

the governorship on a Union platform. Davis received a report in September 1863, describing 

�R�W�K�H�U���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���³�W�U�D�L�W�R�U�V�´���Z�K�R���S�Ootted reconstruction. They included Vicksburg attorney James 

Shirley, who communicated with Federal officers during the Vicksburg siege and whose son, 

Quincy, even joined the Union army. The report also named Sunflower County physician and 

state senator W.Q. Poindexter, and former state congressman and state Supreme Court judge 

�:�L�O�O�L�D�P���/�����6�K�D�U�N�H�\�����D���O�R�Q�J�W�L�P�H���:�K�L�J���Z�K�R���R�S�S�R�V�H�G���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���E�H�F�D�P�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���I�L�U�V�W��

Reconstruction governor in June 1865. The presence of a small number of Unionists in the state 

�F�R�Q�I�L�U�P�H�G���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V�¶���V�X�V�S�L�F�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���W�U�D�L�W�R�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���P�L�G�V�W���K�D�G���W�R���E�H���U�R�R�W�H�G���R�X�W�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��

state should use all of its power to do so before these enemies subverted the cause from within.43 

                                                 
42 �-�R�K�Q���.�����%�H�W�W�H�U�V�Z�R�U�W�K�����H�G�������³�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���8�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�P�����7�K�H���&�D�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���5�H�Y�H�U�H�Q�G���-�D�P�H�V���$�����/�\�R�Q���´��Journal of 
Mississippi History 1 (Jan.,-Oct., 1939): 40, 41-46, 49. Quotes found on 40, 42, 49. 
43 �³�7�K�H���'�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���´��Beacon ���0�D�F�R�Q�����0�6�������$�S�U�L�O�����������������������³�)�U�R�P���1�R�[�X�E�H�H���5�L�I�O�H�P�H�Q���´���,�E�L�G�����$�S�U�L�O��������������������������������
U.S. Census and U.S. Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles, Smith County, Mississippi, John, Pleasant Q., 
William E. and A.E. Hawkins, digital images, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com/: accessed September 15, 
���������������³�&�D�P�S������th �0�L�V�V�����5�H�J�¶�W�����1�H�D�U���&�D�Q�W�R�Q�����0�L�V�V�������2�F�W�����������������������´��Beacon (Macon, MS), November 11, 1863; 
1860 U.S. Census, Lowndes County, Mississippi, Moses Jordon, digital images, Ancestry.com 
(http://www.ancestry.com/: accessed May 17, 2011); David C. Glenn to Jefferson Davis, September 1, 1863, in 
Lynda Laswell Crist, Mary Seaton Dix, Kenneth H. Williams, eds., The Papers of Jefferson Davis, Vol. 9, January-
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�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V�¶���I�H�D�U�V���D�E�R�X�W���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O���H�Q�H�P�L�H�V���F�R�U�U�R�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���6outh were not completely 

unfounded. There were some Mississippians who actively colluded with the Union army, though 

�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V���H�[�D�J�J�H�U�D�W�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K���D�Q�G���Q�X�P�E�H�U�V�����3�H�U�K�D�S�V���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���P�R�V�W���Z�H�O�O-known 

Unionist spy was Chickasaw County planter Levi Nar�R�Q�����N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���³�&�K�L�F�N�D�V�D�Z���´���:�K�H�Q���W�K�H��

Federals reached Mississippi, he spied for them in the northern part of the state, even 

establishing a clandestine newspaper service through which other Mississippi Unionists supplied 

information to the Federals. Two other Mississippi Federal spies were John F. Riley and J.J. 

�:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V�����%�H�L�Q�J���³�Z�H�O�O���D�F�T�X�D�L�Q�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´���L�Q���Q�R�U�W�K���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�����W�K�H�\���U�R�R�W�H�G���R�X�W��

Confederate guerillas and smugglers. On one mission, they arrested a citizen who harbored 

guerillas. In anothe�U���L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����W�K�H�\���O�H�G���8�Q�L�R�Q���W�U�R�R�S�V���W�R���D���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�P�X�J�J�O�L�Q�J���S�D�U�W�\�¶�V���V�W�D�V�K���R�I��

�V�W�R�O�H�Q���J�R�R�G�V���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���R�I���+�R�O�O�\���6�S�U�L�Q�J�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���³�V�L�O�N�����F�D�O�L�F�R�V�����K�D�W�V�����V�R�F�N�V�����E�R�R�W�V���V�K�R�H�V����

�W�K�U�H�D�G�����V�D�U�G�L�Q�H�V���	���Y�D�U�L�H�W�L�H�V���K�L�G���L�Q���D���S�L�W���E�H�Q�H�D�W�K���W�K�H���I�O�R�R�U���´���5�L�O�H�\���D�Q�G���:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V���Zore Confederate 

uniforms in order to move freely through hostile territory. While some acted as Federal spies, an 

additional 500 to 900 white Mississippians fought in the Union army as members of the First 

Battalion, Mississippi Mounted Rifles and the First Alabama Cavalry Regiment, known as the 

Alabama Tories.44 

In addition to those who colluded with Union forces, a number of Mississippians fled as 

refugees to Federal lines, and there were likely Union sympathizers among them. In September 

1863, for example, the Federals arrested fourteen citizens outside Corinth who eventually took 

the oath and went north. Twenty-three Mississippi refugees came to Union lines at Jackson, 

                                                                                                                                                             
September (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1997), 364-365; Wynne, �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U, 125-
126; Marry Bobbitt Townsend, Yankee Warhorse: A Biography of Major General Peter Osterhaus (Columbia: 
University of Missouri Press, 2010), 194; Smith, Mississippi in the Civil War, 47. 
44 Cockrell and Ballard, eds., Chickasaw, 8-9, 101, 105-106; W.W. Jackson to Maj. Gen. C.C. Washburn, July 6, 
1864, roll 39, UPMF, Quotes found in J.F. Riley and J.J. Williams to W.W. Jackson, May 5, 1864, Ibid; Michael B. 
Ballard, The Civil War in Mississippi: Major Campaigns and Battles (Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 
2011), 276; Richard Nelson Current, �/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�¶�V���/�R�\�D�O�L�V�W�V�����8�Q�L�R�Q���6�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\ (Boston: 
Northeastern University Press, 1992), 103-106.  
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Tennessee in March and May of 1863, while others entered the lines at Ship Island, Natchez, 

Vicksburg, Pass Christian, New Orleans, and at points along the Mississippi River between 1863 

and 1864. Amallus Douthet, of Tishomingo County, arrived at Union lines without her husband, 

Corinth-based school teacher William Douthet, who had enlisted in Company C of the Alabama 

Tories in 1863. Historians, however, should exercise caution when too closely associating 

southern refugees with Unionism. In one instance, Federal authorities reported that a group of 

Pascagoula and Biloxi refugees were living �L�Q���W�K�H���³�P�R�V�W���G�H�V�S�H�U�D�W�H���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�E�O�H�´���D�Q�G��

�³�E�H�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���U�H�J�D�U�G���W�R���D�J�H���R�U���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\���´���6�R�P�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H�P���Z�H�U�H��

�³�E�H�L�Q�J���K�X�Q�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���K�R�X�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���V�K�R�W���G�R�Z�Q���R�U���W�R�U�Q���W�R���S�L�H�F�H�V���O�L�N�H���Z�L�O�G���E�H�D�V�W�V���´���6�H�O�I-preservation 

clearly influenced their flight to Ship Island, whatever their patriotic inclinations. Poor whites in 

particular came to Union lines to procure food and supplies or to find work, suggesting that 

personal motivations often guided their actions.45 

The fact that Mississippians might act on multiple allegiances, however, did not stop 

Confederate partisans from judging any behavior as possible evidence of treason. Operating on a 

nationalist model that consigned individuals to one side or the other, Confederates dealt with 

allegedly sus�S�L�F�L�R�X�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���Z�D�\���W�K�H�\���G�H�D�O�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���P�L�Q�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���8�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V����

�7�K�H�\���W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���S�X�V�K�H�G���F�K�D�U�J�H�V���R�I���³�8�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�P�´���R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�K�R�V�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�\�P�S�D�W�K�L�H�V���Z�H�U�H���R�I�W�H�Q��

unclear, and possibly even irrelevant to, the situations at hand. Confederates just�L�I�L�H�G���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V��

                                                 
45 List of Prisoners and Refugees Arrested at Corinth, September 1, 1863, roll 23; Tri-Monthly Report of Union 
Refugees of Post of Jackson, TN, May 9, May 20, 1863, roll 17; Tri-Monthly Report of Union Refugees of Post of 
Jackson, TN, March 28, 1863, roll 15; List of Mississippians who Came into Union Lines at New Orleans, 
December 1, 5, 26, 1863, roll 26; List of Mississippi Refugees at New Orleans, July 26, 1864,  roll 39; List of 
Refugees at Fort Pike from Perry County, MS, May 12, 1864, roll 34; List of Oaths of Allegiances Administered to 
Persons Arriving at New Orleans by Way of Mississippi River, May 1865, roll 61, all in UPMF; 1860 U.S. Census 
and U.S. Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles, Tishomingo County, Mississippi, William G. Douthet, digital 
images, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com/: accessed July 22, 2010); List of Refugees from Ship Island,  
�6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���������������������U�R�O�O�����������8�3�0�)�����6�W�H�S�K�H�Q���9�����$�V�K�����³�3�R�R�U���:�K�L�W�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���2�F�F�X�S�L�H�G���6�R�X�W�K������������-�����������´��Journal of 
Southern History 57 (Feb., 1991): 47-48. 
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increased policing of the citizenry by invoking the threat supposedly posed by seditious 

Mississippians who colluded with the Federals against the South.  

In November 1863, Confederates arrested Tishomingo County Baptist preacher W. 

Cranford Whooten �R�Q���F�K�D�U�J�H�V���W�K�D�W���K�H���Z�D�V���D���³�8�Q�L�R�Q���P�D�Q�´���D�Q�G���D���³�I�D�Q�D�W�L�F�´���Z�K�R���V�S�L�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H��

Federals and encouraged Confederate desertion. Whooten confessed to taking the Union oath out 

�R�I���³�G�H�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���´���E�X�W���K�R�S�H�G���W�K�D�W���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W��force him to 

�³�Y�L�R�O�D�W�H���V�D�L�G���R�D�W�K���E�\���W�D�N�L�Q�J���L�W���D�J�D�L�Q���W�R���\�R�X�U���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\���´���+�H���U�H�T�X�H�V�W�H�G���U�H�O�H�D�V�H���I�U�R�P��

�5�L�F�K�P�R�Q�G�¶�V���&�D�V�W�O�H���7�K�X�Q�G�H�U���S�U�L�V�R�Q�����V�W�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���K�H���K�D�G���O�R�V�W���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���W�R���E�R�W�K���D�U�P�L�H�V���H�Y�H�Q���W�K�R�X�J�K��

he had sheltered Confederate soldiers. Several Tishomingo residents vouched for his loyalty, 

claiming that he had a family to support and posed no danger to the Confederacy. That same 

�P�R�Q�W�K�����&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V���F�K�D�U�J�H�G���3�R�Q�W�R�W�R�F���&�R�X�Q�W�\���I�D�U�P�H�U���(�O�L���%�R�W�W�V���Z�L�W�K���E�H�L�Q�J���D���³�7�R�U�\���´���%�R�W�W�V�¶��

�D�U�U�H�V�W���S�D�S�H�U�V���V�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���³�Z�D�V���D���8�Q�L�R�Q���P�D�Q �D�V���O�R�Q�J���D�V���L�W���H�[�L�V�W�H�G�����E�X�W���L�V���Q�R�Z���D���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���P�D�Q���´��

�+�H���D�G�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���Z�D�V���³�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\���´���E�X�W���³�Z�D�V���I�R�U�F�H�G���W�R���J�R���´���\�H�W���K�H���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���W�D�N�H���W�K�H��

�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���R�D�W�K���R�I���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���³�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���K�H���K�D�V���W�D�N�H�Q���L�W���W�R���W�K�H���8���6�W�D�W�H�V���´ While Botts and 

Whooten were imprisoned, William Morris, of Holmes County, fared better when arrested on 

charges that he aided deserters. Morris claimed ignorance regarding his arrest, and Confederate 

�R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���Z�D�V���³�Q�R�W���D���8�Q�L�R�Q���P�D�Q���´���G�L�V�F�K�D�U�J�L�Q�J���K�L�P���D�I�W�H�U���K�H���V�Z�R�U�H���W�K�H��

Confederate oath. Morris may have won release after claiming, truthfully, that he had a son in 

the 44th Mississippi regiment, which perhaps convinced Confederates that he showed sufficient 

patriotism.46 

                                                 
46 First Statement of James H. Carrington regarding W. Cranford Whooten, November 25, 1863, Statement of B.F. 
Haller regarding W. Cranford Whooten, Undated, Second Statement of James H. Carrington regarding W. Cranford 
Whooten, November 25, 1863, W. Cranford Whooten to Jefferson Davis, November 10, 1863, Petition of 
Tishomingo County Citizens on Behalf of W. Cranford Whooten, November 28, 1863, Arrest Papers of W. Cranford 
Whooten, November 25, 1863; Statement of James H. Carrington regarding Eli Botts, November 25, 1863, 
Statement of B.F. Haller regarding Eli Botts, Undated, Statement of W. McGill regarding Eli Botts, Undated, L. 
Brown to S.H. Pope, July 12, 1863, Arrest Papers of Eli C. Botts, November 27, 1863; Statement of James H. 
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Confederates labeled Whooten and Botts Unionists, despite the �P�H�Q�¶�V���F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�R�U�\��

testimonies. Whooten claimed to have sworn the Union oath out of destitution, but would not 

take the Confederate oath. He said that he aided Confederate soldiers, but also invoked concern 

for property and family to explain his behavior�����%�R�W�W�V�¶���W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���D���8�Q�L�R�Q���P�D�Q���W�X�U�Q�H�G��

pro-southern, who was forced to associate with the Federals but refused to swear loyalty to the 

Confederacy. Finally, Morris, despite being arrested, like Whooten and Botts, on mere 

accusations, was, unlike them, deemed loyal and released. Historians trying to ascertain these 

�P�H�Q�¶�V���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���R�I�W�H�Q���F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W�L�Q�J���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�V���U�L�V�N���D�U�E�L�W�U�D�U�L�O�\���M�X�G�J�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P��

loyal or disloyal according to the idea that people had to be one or the other, just as Confederates 

�G�L�G�����7�K�H�V�H���P�H�Q�¶�V���W�U�X�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�\�P�S�D�W�K�L�H�V���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���E�H���N�Q�R�Z�Q�����E�X�W���W�K�H���L�G�H�R�O�R�J�\���R�I���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H��

�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���G�H�P�D�Q�G�H�G���W�K�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���I�U�L�H�Q�G���D�Q�G���I�R�H�����M�X�V�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���S�R�O�L�F�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��

judging citizens at will, even when such judgments appear�H�G���G�X�E�L�R�X�V�����&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���O�D�\�H�U�V��

only further demonstrated the shortcomings of this dualistic conception of national allegiance. 

Such was the case with Jackson businessman Solomon Tift, whom Confederates arrested 

in 1863 after witnesses testified that �K�H���F�D�O�O�H�G���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���D���³�G�D�P�Q�H�G���I�D�U�F�H���´���Z�D�Y�H�G���D���8���6�����I�O�D�J����

and colluded with Federal troops. Based on these statements, Confederate General W.H. Jackson 

�F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���7�L�I�W���Z�D�V���D���³�V�H�F�U�H�W���D�J�H�Q�W���I�R�U���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���F�D�X�V�H�V���´ �7�L�I�W�¶�V���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���O�H�W�W�H�U�V��

purportedly �U�H�Y�H�D�O�H�G���K�L�V���8�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�P�����E�X�W���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���W�R�O�G���D���P�R�U�H���Q�X�D�Q�F�H�G���V�W�R�U�\�����+�H���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R���³�V�H�H��

�W�K�H���)�H�G�H�U�D�O�V���H�Q�W�H�U���W�K�L�V���S�O�D�F�H���´���D�Q�G���F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���D���³�6�H�F�H�V�K�´���K�D�G���W�D�N�H�Q���K�L�V���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�����<�H�W�����K�H��

�Q�R�W�H�G���K�R�Z���E�R�W�K���D�U�P�L�H�V���K�D�G���U�X�L�Q�H�G���K�L�P���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���6�K�H�U�P�D�Q���G�H�H�P�H�G���K�L�P���³�Z�R�U�V�H than a 

�V�H�F�H�V�K���´���D�I�W�H�U���U�H�I�X�V�L�Q�J���K�L�P���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���7�L�I�W���W�R���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�����³�,���K�D�Y�H���Q�R���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���R�Q���H�L�W�K�H�U��

                                                                                                                                                             
Carrington regarding William Morris, November 25, 1863, Arrest Papers of William Morris, November 25, 1863, 
all in roll 88, LRCSW; 1860 U.S. Census, Holmes County, Mississippi, William L. Morris, digital image, 
Ancestry.com, http://www.ancestry.com/ (accessed April 5, 2011); U.S. Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles, B.F. 
Morris, Ibid. 
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�V�L�G�H���´���7�L�I�W���S�U�R�P�L�V�H�G���W�R���I�O�H�H���Q�R�U�W�K���L�I���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�G�����E�X�W���K�H���I�H�D�U�H�G���W�K�D�W���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V���Z�R�X�O�G���³�G�L�V�W�X�U�E�´���K�L�V��

slaves, and, after telling a friend to rent out his house, said he would soon return to Jackson. 

�3�D�U�D�G�R�[�L�F�D�O�O�\�����7�L�I�W���Z�D�V���D�O�V�R���³�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G�´���W�R���³�V�W�D�Q�G���V�W�U�L�F�W�O�\���W�R���W�K�H���S�U�R�P�L�V�H���P�D�G�H�´���D�Q�G���³�Q�R�W���I�R�U�I�H�L�W��

�P�\���Z�R�U�G�´���W�R���I�O�H�H���Q�R�U�W�K�����5�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H�V�H���F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�R�U�\���F�O�D�L�P�V�����W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���S�U�R�Y�R�V�W���P�D�U�V�K�D�O��

�V�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���W�Zo statements are so inconsistent, as to warrant the conclusion that he intends to 

�H�Y�D�G�H���K�L�V���S�U�R�P�L�V�H���´���D�Q�G���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���7�L�I�W���E�H���L�P�S�U�L�V�R�Q�H�G���³�D�V���D���W�U�D�L�W�R�U�R�X�V���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q���´47 

Confederates bent on identifying traitors considered people like Tift guilty until proven 

innocent. Tift indicated some Union sympathies, as his name appears on a list of Unionists kept 

by the Federals in Vicksburg, but whereas Confederates viewed his meeting with Sherman as 

evidence of treason, he seemed more concerned about saving his property, suggesting that self 

interest motivated him. Nonetheless, Confederate nationalists sought to put individuals with 

complicated motives into simplistic partisan boxes. People like Tift, who acted on multiple 

loyalties and whose national allegian�F�H�V���Z�H�U�H���X�Q�F�O�H�D�U���D�W���E�H�V�W�����U�H�Y�H�D�O�H�G���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���L�Q�D�E�L�O�L�W�\����

despite its empowered military apparatuses, to accomplish this goal. But the state never stopped 

trying.48 

As Michael Fellman notes, during the Civil War a refusal to demonstrate loyalty could 

lead to presumptions of disloyalty.49 Relying on this dualistic conception of allegiance, 

Confederate forces inevitably punished likely innocent Mississippians. This was the case in May 

                                                 
47 Statement of W.L. Poindexter, October 28, 1863, C.H. Manship to General W.H. Jackson, August 13, 1863, 
Statement of W.H. Jackson, August 14, 1863, Solomon Tift to Brother, July 28, 1863, J.J. Fitzpatrick to Lt. Col. 
L.W. Beasley, August 11, 1863, Statement of Solomon Tift, October 8, 1863, Solomon Tift to Mr. Hays, October 
10, 1863, Statement of James H. Carrington, November 20, 1863, Arrest Papers of Solomon Tift, roll 88, LRCSW; 
1860 U.S. Census, Hinds County, Mississippi, S. Tift, digital image, Ancestry.com, http://www.ancestry.com/ 
(accessed April 6, 2011). 
48 �³�6�R�O�R�P�R�Q���7�L�I�W���´���L�Q���/�L�V�W�V���R�I���8�Q�L�R�Q���R�U���/�R�\�D�O���0�H�Q���L�Q���D�Q�G���$�U�R�X�Q�G���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J�����(�Q�W�U�\�������������%�R�[���������5�H�F�R�U�G���*�U�R�X�S������������
Records of Civil War Special Agencies of the Treasury Department, Second Special Agency Records, Vicksburg 
District (Hereafter cited as RCWSAT), NARA. 
49 Michael Fellman, Inside War: The Guerilla Conflict in Missouri During the American Civil War (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1989), 52. 
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1863, when Confederates in Tishomingo County charged Martha Emmaline Maness with spying 

for the Union and imprisoned her without trial in Castle Thunder, even though a friend 

contended that she had been arrested while merely visiting family. Brigadier General Daniel 

�5�X�J�J�O�H�V���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���³�Q�R���G�R�X�E�W�´���W�K�D�W���V�K�H���Z�D�V���D���V�S�\�����E�X�W���D�G�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���O�D�F�N�L�Q�J���³�G�L�U�H�F�W���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H�´��

�I�R�U���W�K�L�V���D�V�V�H�U�W�L�R�Q�����%�\���F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W�����%�U�L�J�D�G�L�H�U���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���:���0�����3�D�U�G�Q�H�U���D�G�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���³�Q�R��

�G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�H���F�K�D�U�J�H�V�´���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���K�H�U���D�Q�G���³�Q�R���S�U�R�V�S�H�F�W���R�I���D���S�U�R�V�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q���´���,�Q���S�U�L�V�R�Q�����0�D�Q�H�V�V���F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G��

�R�I���³�D�Z�I�X�O���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���´���E�X�W���G�L�G���Q�R�W���P�Hntion her charges. The Confederates released her in July 

1864. That same summer, Confederates arrested Kemper County native July Clark, for trying to 

�³�S�D�V�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�´���W�K�H���0�R�E�L�O�H���O�L�Q�H�V���Z�L�W�K���³�G�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���X�S�R�Q���K�H�U���S�H�U�V�R�Q���´���E�X�W���V�R�R�Q���S�D�U�R�O�H�G��

her as well. These cases demonstrate how Confederates accused as treasonous people who 

appeared to be in the wrong place at the wrong time. They were the collateral damage of a hyper-

nationalist atmosphere in which Confederate authorities demanded that everyone take sides. Yet, 

even when they admitted to mistakenly arresting some people, authorities did not cease their 

attempt to rigidly enforce Confederate allegiance.50 

�(�Y�H�Q���Z�K�H�Q���V�X�V�S�H�F�W�H�G���V�S�L�H�V�¶���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���V�H�H�P�V���W�R���E�H���J�X�L�G�H�G���E�\���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P��and self-interest, 

Confederates described them as switching sides, as opposed to acting on co-existing loyalties. In 

�6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���������������D���V�F�R�X�W���L�Q���&�K�D�U�O�H�V���$�O�O�H�Q�¶�V���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�H�G���D���W�U�D�Y�H�O�L�Q�J���E�O�D�F�N���P�D�Q���Z�H�D�U�L�Q�J���D��

Federal uniform about his status and destination. The man claimed to have left Union lines to 

work for a Dr. Jones of Holmes County. When Jones refused to surrender the man, a gunfight 

�H�U�X�S�W�H�G�����N�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�F�R�X�W�����³�-�R�Q�H�V���Z�D�V���D���<�D�Q�N�H�H���V�S�\���D�Q�G���D�V���Z�D�V���K�L�V���Z�L�I�H���´���$�O�O�H�Q���Z�U�R�W�H�����D�G�G�L�Q�J��

�W�K�D�W���W�K�H���F�R�X�S�O�H���K�D�G���³�P�D�G�H���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���I�R�U�W�X�Q�H���G�R�Z�Q���K�H�U�H�´���Ey trading cotton in Vicksburg. Despite 

                                                 
50L. Welsh to Jefferson Davis, June 22, 1864, Statement of Daniel Ruggles, October 6, 1864, Statement of W.M. 
Pardner, July 6, 1864, Statement of Martha Emmaline Maness, January 4, 1864, Arrest Papers of Martha Emmaline 
Maness, May, 1863 through �-�X�O�\�����������������U�R�O�O�������������/�5�&�6�:�����³�/�H�W�W�H�U���I�U�R�P���&�D�Q�W�R�Q���´��Daily Clarion (Meridian, MS), 
June 9, 1864; 1860 U.S. Census, Kemper County, Mississippi, July A. Clark, digital image, Ancestry.com, 
http://www.ancestry.com/ (accessed April 6, 2011). 
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�W�K�L�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U�����$�O�O�H�Q���U�H�Y�H�D�O�H�G���W�K�D�W���0�U�V�����-�R�Q�H�V���K�D�G���V�H�Q�W���W�K�H���V�F�R�X�W�����V�W�D�W�L�Q�J���³�V�K�H���L�V���D���J�R�R�G���V�H�F�H�V�K��

�K�H�U�H���D�Q�G���D���J�R�R�G���<�D�Q�N�H�H���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H�U�H���´���:�K�D�W���$�O�O�H�Q���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���D�V���V�Z�L�W�F�K�L�Q�J���V�L�G�H�V���Z�D�V���P�R�U�H���O�L�N�H�O�\��

the influence of micro and ma�F�U�R���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V�����,�I���'�U�����-�R�Q�H�V���Z�D�V���L�Q�G�H�H�G���D���³�<�D�Q�N�H�H���V�S�\���´���W�K�H�Q���K�H���P�D�\��

have given information to Federal troops while also trading cotton for a profit. What Allen 

�L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���D�V���0�U�V�����-�R�Q�H�V�¶���G�X�D�O���8�Q�L�R�Q���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H�V���Z�D�V���P�R�U�H���O�L�N�H�O�\���D���F�R�P�E�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I��

self-interest, via her trading, and Confederate loyalty, which led her to betray her husband. The 

Joneses appeared to act on different, but concurrent loyalties to self and country. Allen, however, 

judging people according to nationalism alone, viewed this behavior through the binary lenses of 

�³�V�H�F�H�V�K�´���D�Q�G���³�<�D�Q�N�H�H���´51   

�-�X�V�W���D�V���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���I�R�U�F�H�V���W�U�L�H�G���W�R���D�V�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H�V���L�Q���D�F�F�R�U�G�D�Q�F�H���W�R��

this dualistic framework, so too did Union authorities. Like their Confederate counterparts, the 

Union �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���W�U�L�H�G���W�R���X�V�H���L�W�V���H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G���S�R�Z�H�U���D�Q�G���U�H�D�F�K���W�R���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���W�R��

their side. �8�Q�L�R�Q���I�R�U�F�H�V���U�H�O�L�H�G���R�Q���I�O�D�Z�H�G���P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�V�P�V���O�L�N�H���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���W�R���G�R���V�R�����E�X�W���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�¶��

multiple loyalties rendered this attempt futile. Though the Federal military eventually succeeded 

�L�Q���V�X�E�G�X�L�Q�J���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���I�R�U�F�H�V�����F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�L�Q�J���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���K�H�D�U�W�V���D�Q�G���P�L�Q�G�V���Z�D�V���E�H�\�R�Q�G���L�W�V��

otherwise substantial powers.  

In December 1863, for example, Captain Franklin Fisk of the 4th Illinois Cavalry ran into 

planter W.B. Partee and two associates, all carrying Union passes permitting them to carry out 

goods from Vicksburg. The men denied knowing the whereabouts of Confederate scouts, and the 

�8�Q�L�R�Q���R�I�I�L�F�H�U�V���U�H�O�L�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���S�D�V�V�H�V���D�V���³�D�V�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���J�R�R�G���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���´���+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U����the 

cavalrymen later captured two Rebel scouts who admitted that Partee had been sheltering 

�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V�����O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���)�L�V�N���W�R���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H���W�K�D�W���3�D�U�W�H�H���D�Q�G���K�L�V���D�F�T�X�D�L�Q�W�D�Q�F�H�V���K�D�G���³�U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���S�H�U�P�L�W�V��

�D�Q�G���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���S�D�S�H�U�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���I�D�O�V�H���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�V���´���,�Q���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U���������������8�Qion authorities at 
                                                 
51 Charles Allen to Parents, September 22, 1864, James Allen and Charles B. Allen Papers. 
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�9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J���H�[�S�H�O�O�H�G���(�O�L�]�D�E�H�W�K���(�J�J�O�H�V�W�R�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���R�Q���F�K�D�U�J�H�V���R�I���E�H�L�Q�J���³�D���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���E�X�V�\�E�R�G�\��

�Z�L�W�K���U�H�E�H�O���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V���´���+�H�U���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�����0�D�K�D�O�D���5�R�D�F�K�����L�Q�V�L�V�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���(�J�J�O�H�V�W�R�Q���³�J�D�Y�H���Q�R���µ�D�L�G���R�U��

�F�R�P�I�R�U�W�¶���W�R���W�K�H���U�H�E�H�O�V���´���7�K�L�V���F�O�D�L�P���Q�R�W�Z�L�W�K�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� the women ran a hospital and smuggled 

�V�X�S�S�O�L�H�V���W�R���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J���V�L�H�J�H�����(�J�J�O�H�V�W�R�Q�¶�V���V�R�O�G�L�H�U���Q�H�S�K�H�Z�����2���6����

�+�R�O�O�D�Q�G�����W�K�D�Q�N�H�G���K�L�V���D�X�Q�W���I�R�U���K�H�U���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���E�X�W���Z�D�U�Q�H�G���K�H�U���W�R���³�K�X�V�E�D�Q�G���\�R�X�U���F�R�P�P�L�V�V�D�U�L�D�W��

�F�O�R�V�H�O�\�«�G�R�Q�¶�W���O�H�W���\�R�X�U���Q�R�E�O�H���S�D�W�U�L�R�Wism and sympathy for soldiers cause you to lavish too freely 

�\�R�X�U���V�X�S�S�O�L�H�V���R�I���S�U�R�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V���´52 Partee and his cohorts claimed Union loyalty as a means of aiding 

Confederate soldiers, taking advantage of Federal rules that allowed residents of the surrounding 

areas to sell excess produce in Vicksburg. Eggleston likewise declared Union loyalty in order to 

aid Confederate troops. In these cases, Union authorities found that oath-swearing was a poor 

�L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���S�H�R�S�O�H�V�¶���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H�� 

Federal authorities in Mississ�L�S�S�L�¶�V���J�D�U�U�L�V�R�Q�H�G���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�V���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�H�G���W�K�H���G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W���W�D�V�N���R�I��

identifying clandestine Confederates from all manner of individuals, including Unionists, 

criminals, ne'er-do-wells, and business people. A September 1863 Union list of civilian prisoners 

in Natch�H�]�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����G�H�W�D�L�O�H�G���D���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���F�K�D�U�J�H�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���³�V�H�O�O�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�W�U�D�E�D�Q�G��

�J�R�R�G�V�«�(�Q�W�H�U�L�Q�J���O�L�Q�H�V�«�G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O�W�\�«�6�H�O�O�L�Q�J���Z�K�L�V�N�H�\���´���Z�K�L�O�H���D���V�L�P�L�O�D�U�������������V�K�H�H�W���I�U�R�P��

�9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���F�K�D�U�J�H�V���R�I���³�V�Z�L�Q�G�O�L�Q�J���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�«�)�R�U�J�H�U�\�«�7�K�H�I�W�«�5�H�E�H�O���6�S�\���´���/�R�G�J�H�G��

between petty c�U�L�P�H�V���Z�H�U�H���F�K�D�U�J�H�V���R�I���³�G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O�W�\�´���D�Q�G���V�S�\�L�Q�J�����G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�L�Q�J���K�R�Z���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H��

nationalism facilitated surveillance state. Union forces had to be alert in a wartime environment 

where any behavior could potentially mask treasonous intent, and they also extended this 

                                                 
52 Franklin Fisk to C.D. Townsend, Statement Concerning the Disloyalty of W.B. Partee, Pfeifer, Hegewish and 
Russel, December 5, 1863, roll 26, UPMF; General N.J.T. Dana, General Orders No. 82, November 22, 1864, 
Mahala P. Roach to Maj. General Dana, January 11, 1865, Papers Relating to the Banishment of Mrs. Eggleston, by 
General Dana, 1864, Eggleston-Roach Papers, 1792-1905, Series 1, 832, Louisiana State University Special 
Collections, Hill Memorial Library, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, Louisiana,  (hereafter cited as LSU); 
Letters from Confederate Soldiers in Vicksburg to Elizabeth Eggleston and Mahala P. Roach, 1862-1863, O.S. 
Holland to Elizabeth Eggleston, June 8, 1863, Roach and Eggleston Family Papers, 1825-1905, fols. 2-3, ser. 1, 
02614, SHC.  
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alertness to Mississippians who declared loyalty as a prerequisite to do legitimate business in 

occupied areas.53  

Such individuals had ulterior motives for declaring loyalty, whether they were 

sympathetic to the Union or not. In August 1864, for example, Tippah County mechanic W.E. 

Rogers told Federal officials that he had been forced into the Confederate army to avoid losing 

�K�L�V���³�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���V�W�D�W�X�V���	���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���´���$�I�W�H�U���E�H�L�Q�J���P�X�V�W�H�U�H�G���R�X�W���R�I���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����K�H���L�Q�V�L�V�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�H��

�F�D�P�H���W�R���0�H�P�S�K�L�V���³�Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�R���F�D�V�W���P�\���O�R�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���X�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���´���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H��

�³�S�O�H�D�V�H�G���W�R���G�R���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���L�Q���0�H�P�S�K�L�V�´���L�I���S�H�U�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���G�R���V�R�����,�Q���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���������������D���S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�W���1�D�W�F�K�H�]��

�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���O�R�E�E�L�H�G���7�U�H�D�V�X�U�\���$�J�H�Q�W���5���6�����+�D�U�W���W�R���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H���O�R�F�D�O���Z�L�G�R�Z���0�L�Q�D���&�R�Q�F�N�H�¶�V���W�U�D�G�H���V�Wore 

permit applications. He described Concke as a struggling widow with children, with a son 

�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���D�U�P�\���L�Q���1�H�Z���2�U�O�H�D�Q�V�����³�,�W���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���Y�H�U�\���K�D�U�G���L�I���K�H�U���O�L�W�W�O�H���V�W�R�U�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H��

�F�O�R�V�H�G�����V�K�H�«�K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D�O�Z�D�\�V���D���O�R�\�D�O���8�Q�L�R�Q���I�D�P�L�O�L�H���>�V�L�F�@���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�� But for Federal authorities, 

weeding out the loyal from the disloyal was difficult when such individuals had personal 

interests that informed their declarations of allegiance.54 

This was especially true in Vicksburg, a major commercial hub strategically located on 

high bluffs overlooking a Mississippi River bend, which the Union army occupied from July 

�����������W�R���W�K�H���Z�D�U�¶�V���H�Q�G�����%�\���W�K�H�����������V���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���K�D�G���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�H�G���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V���I�U�R�P���D�O�O���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\��

and European immigrants, who gave the city economic diversity and a cosmopolitan air. 

Conservative Whigs had long maintained a majority in city politics, and this influence continued 

during the secession crisis of 1860-�������H�Y�H�Q���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���:�K�L�J���3�D�U�W�\�¶�V���F�R�O�O�D�S�V�H�����7�K�H���F�L�W�\�¶�V���P�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W�V��

                                                 
53 List of Civilian Prisoners in Natchez Military Prison, September 1-20, 1863, roll 23, UPMF; List of Citizen 
Prisoners Confined at Vicksburg, Mississippi, January 1-26, 1864, RG 393, entry 2521, RPMG; Ash, When the 
Yankees Came, 59-60, 82-83. 
54 W.E. Rogers to Major Tommey, August 30, 1864, Correspondence Received by the Assistant Special Agent, 
Memphis, January-December 1864, entry 223, box 1, RCWSAT; Trade Store Permit Applications of Mina Concke, 
April 5, June 8, 1864, Charles Westel to R.S. Hart, January 13, 1864, Authority to Establish Trade Store Permits, 
Natchez, entries 291, 292, box 5, RCWSAT. 
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feared that secession and war would disrupt business transactions, and pro-Union voters beat out 

�V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V�����������W�R�������������$�I�W�H�U���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J���F�D�X�W�L�R�X�V�O�\���Z�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K��

�W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���W�L�G�H�����E�X�W���*�U�D�Q�W�¶�V���F�D�S�W�X�U�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���I�R�U�F�H�G���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���W�R���U�H�F�N�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���D�Q��

occupying force that demanded allegiance in exchange for permission to go about day-to-day 

business.55  

�7�K�H���F�L�W�\�¶�V���P�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W���D�Q�G���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���F�O�D�V�V�H�V���N�Q�H�Z���W�K�D�W���Z�D�U���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�O�L�K�R�R�G�V����

�:�D�W�F�K�P�D�N�H�U���(�G�Z�L�Q���6�D�E�L�Q���U�H�F�D�O�O�H�G���³�W�K�H���X�W�W�H�U���U�X�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���X�S�R�Q���X�V���6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�P�H�Q���´��

�D�V���W�K�H���Z�D�U���O�H�I�W���K�L�P���Z�L�W�K���M�X�V�W�����������������R�X�W���D�������������������I�R�U�W�X�Q�H�����6�D�E�L�Q���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���*�U�D�Q�W�¶�V���S�H�U�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���W�R��

open another shop to try and recuperate financially. Other Vicksburg residents did the same. 

Federal forces outlawed commercial activity by avowed Confederates, so individuals wishing to 

do business had to swear the oath and promise not to sell to or aid known Rebels. Use of the 

military courts also incentivized individuals like Cornelius Ryan, Thomas Purcell, Alexander 

Jeffrey, and other Vicksbu�U�J���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�K�R���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���D�V���³�D���O�R�\�D�O���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V�´���L�Q��

order to resolve common property and land disputes.56 

With these incentives in mind, 230 Vicksburg residents added their names to a list of 

�³�8�Q�L�R�Q���P�H�Q���L�Q���D�Q�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�R���E�H���X�Q�G�R�X�E�W�H�G���´���N�H�S�W���E�\���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���I�R�U�F�H�V�����7�K�H��

occupations of the 152 listed men (see Appendix A for the list) who appear in the census 

included professionals, proprietors, artisans, and unskilled laborers consistent with the general 

                                                 
55 Ballard, Vicksburg, 1-8; Christopher Morris, Becoming Southern: The Evolution of a Way of Life, Warren County 
and Vicksburg, Mississippi, 1770-1860 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1995), 115-117. 
56 �(�G�Z�L�Q���/�����6�D�E�L�Q�����³�9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J�����D�Q�G���$�I�W�H�U�����%�H�L�Q�J���W�K�H���(�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���R�I���D���6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���0�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W���D�Q�G���1�R�Q-Combatant during 
�W�K�H���6�L�[�W�L�H�V���´��Sewanee Review 15 (Oct., 1907): quote on 485, 491-492; Salmon P. Chase, United States Treasury 
Department Rules Concerning Commercial Intercourse with and in States Declared in Insurrection, and the 
Collection of Abandoned and Captured Property (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1863), 16; James T. 
Currie, Enclave: Vicksburg and her Surrounding Plantations, 1863-1870 (Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 
1980), 25-26; Vicksburg Court Cases of Cornelius Ryan, March 19, Thomas Purcell, March 25, Alexander Jeffrey, 
March 30, 1864, roll 30, UPMF.    
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makeup of nineteenth century American cities.57 Profession of Union loyalty, as represented on 

the list, was not limited to a specific occupational group. All but nine were Vicksburg residents. 

The rest lived in other parts of Mississippi, while one merchant came from Texas. Finally, the 

�P�H�Q���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���W�K�H���F�L�W�\�¶�V���G�L�Y�H�U�V�H���E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�V�����W�K�L�U�W�\-nine were born in Cotton and Border 

South states, thirty-five were born in northern non-slaveholding states and seventy-eight were 

born in Europe, Canada, or unknown.58 In 1863 and 1864 at least twenty-four of these men paid 

a fee and applied to Federal Treasury Agents for permission to establish trade stores in 

Vicksburg. Their applications were among hundreds that Mississippians submitted to Union 

authorities from 1863 onward, when pre-war trade patterns on the Mississippi River, no longer 

hindered by Confederate blockades, picked up again. In addition to giving out trade store 

permits, Union authorities issued permits to Mississippians wishing to open supply stores and 

ship products from within Union lines to northern markets, and kept track of vessels coming to 

and departing from river ports.59 

Federal authorities, demanding that friend and foe be identified, remained suspicious of 

even professed Unionists. A Union officer noted on the list of Vicksburg loyalists that some were 

�³�S�U�H�W�W�\���J�R�R�G���8�Q�L�R�Q���0�H�Q���´���R�W�K�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���³�V�R�P�H�Z�K�D�W���F�R�P�S�U�R�P�L�V�H�G���´���W�K�R�X�J�K���Q�R�W���³�W�R���D�Q�\���H�[�W�H�Q�W��

                                                 
57 Occupational categorizations are derived from Theodore Hershberg, Michael Katz, Stuart Blumin, Laurence 
�*�O�D�V�F�R�����D�Q�G���&�O�\�G�H���*�U�L�I�I�L�Q�����³�2�F�F�X�S�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���(�W�K�Q�L�F�L�W�\���L�Q���)�L�Y�H���1�L�Q�H�W�H�H�Q�W�K-�&�H�Q�W�X�U�\���&�L�W�L�H�V�����$���&�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H���,�Q�T�X�L�U�\���´��
Historical Methods Newsletter 7 (June, 1974): 179-187. 
58 Lists of Union or Loyal Men in and Around Vicksburg; 1860 U.S. Census, Warren, Hinds, Claiborne Counties, 
Mississippi, Sabine County, Texas, digital images, Ancestry.com, http://www.ancestry.com/ (accessed July 15-20, 
2010). 
59 Currie, Enclave, 15-18; In the RCWSAT see Trade Store Permits, 1863-1864, Vicksburg District, entry 369, box 
3, RG 366; Trade Store Permits, 1864, Natchez District, entries 291, 292, box 5; Authorities Granted for Trade 
Stores, Vicksburg, Mississippi, January 1864, Transcript of Record of Fees Received, January, February 1864, in 
Correspondence Received by the Assistant Treasury Agent, Vicksburg District, entry 360, box 2; Authorities 
Granted for the Purchase and Transport of Products, Vicksburg, Mississippi, November, January 1864, March, April 
1865, Record of Authorities to Establish Supply Stores, Vicksburg, Mississippi, December 1864, March, April 
1865, Record of Fees Received, Supply Stores, September 1864, Report of Clearances Given at the U.S. Custom 
House, Vicksburg, Mississippi, November, December 1864, January, March 1865, all in Applications, Bonds & 
Authorities to Purchase & Transport Products, Districts in Mississippi, entry 382, box 5, RG 366, Ibid; No. 2 List of 
Union or Loyal Men in and Around Vicksburg.  
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�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���´���D�Q�G���V�W�L�O�O���R�W�K�H�U�V���Z�R�X�O�G���³�Q�R�W���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���X�S���W�R���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���W�L�P�H���´���7�K�L�V���R�I�I�L�F�H�U�¶�V���G�R�X�E�W�V��

�U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���V�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�H�Q�¶�V���O�R�\�D�O�Wy indicated the cautious approach Union authorities took 

towards declarations of allegiance made in conjunction with business interests. In a petition to 

Treasury Agent William Mellen, one of the listed men, recently naturalized merchant Solomon 

Rothchild, �E�R�D�V�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���U�L�V�N�H�G���³�O�L�I�H���D�Q�G���O�L�E�H�U�W�\�´���Ey �U�H�I�X�V�L�Q�J���W�R���I�L�J�K�W���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���8���6���Z�K�L�F�K���³�K�H��

�K�D�G���E�X�W���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���E�H�I�R�U�H���V�Z�R�U�Q���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���´���:�K�H�Q���W�K�H���)�H�G�H�U�D�O�V���F�D�S�W�X�U�H�G���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J�����5�R�W�K�F�K�L�O�G��

�³�F�K�H�H�U�I�X�O�O�\�´���W�R�R�N���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���R�D�W�K���D�Q�G���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�K�H���S�U�R�S�U�L�H�W�R�U�V�K�L�S���W�K�D�W���Z�D�V���K�L�V���I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V��

�³�P�R�G�H���R�I���R�E�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���V�X�E�V�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���´���,�Q���������������D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���O�L�V�W�H�G���P�D�Q�����F�O�H�U�J�\�P�D�Q���$�O�V�W�R�Q���0�\�J�D�W�W�����D�S�S�O�L�H�G��

to open a trade store and won permission to lease an abandoned Warren County plantation. He 

and Rothchild may well have been honest in their loyalty declarations, but the fact that they in 

part made such statements in the pursuit of monetary gain meant that for Union authorities, such 

statements were not above suspicion.60 

Vicksburg jeweler Max Kuner demonstrated why this suspicion lingered. Kuner applied 

for a trade store permit in 1863, swore the oath, served as a surety on a plantation lease, and was 

among the listed Vicksburg loyalists. Nonetheless, his former apprentice, Valentine Vogh, 

claimed that in 1861 Kuner raised a Rebel company, flew a Confederate flag and housed Rebel 

soldiers. Another person on the list, self-�G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���³�W�U�X�O�\���O�R�\�D�O���8�Q�L�R�Q���P�D�Q�´���&�K�D�U�O�H�V���)�U�D�Q�F�L�V����

�F�D�O�O�H�G���.�X�Q�H�U�����³�R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���U�H�E�H�O�V���R�I���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J���´���.�X�Q�H�U���G�H�Q�L�H�G���P�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�K�D�U�J�H�V���E�X�W��

admitted to housing Rebel soldiers out of sympathy for their hunger. He dismissed Vogh as a 

                                                 
60 �1�R���������/�L�V�W���R�I���8�Q�L�R�Q���R�U���/�R�\�D�O���0�H�Q���L�Q���D�Q�G���$�U�R�X�Q�G���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J�����5�&�:�6�$�7�����³�6�R�O�R�P�R�Q���5�R�W�K�F�K�L�O�G���´���L�Q���/�L�V�W���R�I���8�Q�L�R�Q��
or Loyal Men in and Around Vicksburg; Petition of Solomon Rothchild, September 14, 1864, Contracts and 
Affidavits to Establish Supply Stores, Et�F�����������������2�I�I�L�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���$�J�H�Q�W�����H�Q�W�U�\�������������E�R�[�����������5�&�:�6�$�7�����³�$�O�V�W�R�Q��
�0�\�J�D�W�W���´���L�Q���/�L�V�W���R�I���8�Q�L�R�Q���R�U���/�R�\�D�O���0�H�Q���L�Q���D�Q�G���$�U�R�X�Q�G���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J����Trade Store Permit Application of Alston 
Mygatt, December 18, 1863, Trade Store Permits, Vicksburg District, 1863-1864, Ibid; Plantation Lease of Alston 
Mygatt, November 24, 1864, Records on Renting and Leasing of Abandoned Property, 1864-1865, Records of the 
�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���)�U�H�H�G�P�H�Q�¶�V���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�����³�3�U�H-�%�X�U�H�D�X���5�H�F�R�U�G�V�´�����2�I�I�L�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�U�����5�H�F�R�U�G�V���R�I���W�K�H��
Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, 1863-1865, (Hereafter cited as RMFD) Roll 3, M-1914, 
Record Group 105, NARA. 
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disgruntled former employee, and contended that a dispute with former business partner-turned 

�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���F�D�S�W�D�L�Q�����'���1�����0�R�R�G�\�����O�H�G���0�R�R�G�\���W�R���U�D�L�V�H���W�K�H���5�H�E�H�O���I�O�D�J���R�Y�H�U���.�X�Q�H�U�¶�V���V�W�R�U�H�����P�D�N�L�Q�J��

the in�F�L�G�H�Q�W���³�$���G�H�F�O�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���'�L�V�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���R�I���3�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���´���Q�R�W���D�Q���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���.�X�Q�H�U�¶�V��

Confederate sympathies. In light of these allegations, the Treasury Agent inquired from district 

�F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�U���1�D�S�R�O�H�R�Q���'�D�Q�D���³whether�«��Max Kuner is disloyal���´���D�Q�G���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�H�G to close his 

�V�X�S�S�O�\���V�W�R�U�H���L�I���W�K�L�V���Z�D�V���W�K�H���F�D�V�H�����.�X�Q�H�U�¶�V���D�F�F�X�V�H�U�V���N�Q�H�Z���W�K�D�W���8�Q�L�R�Q���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���Z�H�U�H���V�F�R�X�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U��

traitors, and perhaps he was truthful in claiming that their charges stemmed from personal 

grievances. Owning $50,000 in real estate and a $5,000 dollar home, he had much to lose from 

not cooperating with the Federals. Yet, additional motives by Kuner and his accusers mattered 

little to Union officials whose job was to enforce loyalty. When presented with claims that 

�.�X�Q�H�U�¶�V���F�D�V�H���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���P�R�U�H���W�K�Dn just Union or Confederate stances, they were still only 

concerned with his national sympathies.61  

�.�X�Q�H�U�¶�V���F�D�V�H���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�G���K�R�Z���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V���F�R�X�O�G���X�V�H���F�K�D�U�J�H�V���R�I���G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O�W�\���W�R���J�D�L�Q��

the upper hand in personal disputes that might be only tangentially related to nationalism. 

Nonetheless, in these cases they still used nationalist discourse because doing so was the only 

way to appeal to Federal authorities primarily concerned with policing allegiance. In June of 

1864, Murray Carter and M. Levy appeared before Union authorities in Vicksburg to dispute the 

ownership of six bales of cotton. Both produced witnesses supporting their loyalty, and both 

�D�F�F�X�V�H�G���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U���R�I���G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O�W�\�����&�D�U�W�H�U���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���/�H�Y�\���V�W�R�O�H���W�K�H���F�R�W�W�R�Q�����D�Q�G���G�L�V�P�L�V�V�H�G���/�H�Y�\�¶�V��

                                                 
61 �³�0�D�[���.�X�Q�H�U���´���L�Q���/�L�V�W���R�I���8�Q�L�R�Q���R�U���/�R�\�D�O���0�H�Q���L�Q���D�Q�G���$�U�R�X�Q�G���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J�����7�U�D�G�H���6�W�R�U�H���3�H�U�P�L�W���$�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���0�D�[��
Kuner, January 18, 1864, Trade Store Permits, Vicksburg District, 1863-1864, Ibid; Plantation Lease of Julia Glass, 
Max Kuner, Surety, December 27, 1864, roll 3, RMFD; Valentine Vogh to Vicksburg Provost Marshal, September 
6, 1864, Correspondence Received by the Assistant Treasury Agent, Vicksburg District, Box 2, Entry 360, 
RCWSAT; 1860 U.S. Census, Warren County, Mississippi, Charles Francis, pg. 923, digital image, Ancestry.com, 
http://www.ancestry.com/ (accessed August 12. 2010); Charles Francis to Vicksburg Provost Marshal, September 7, 
1864, A. Myggat, John Bland, W.J. Shuler and Duff Green to J.A. McCowell, December 26, 1863, Max Kuner to 
C.F. Calliot, September 8, 1864, T.C. Gatticut to Major General N.J.T. Dana, September 11, 1864, all in 
Correspondence Received by the Assistant Special Treasury Agent; Morris, Becoming Southern, 118. 
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oath-swearing, n�R�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���2�D�W�K���R�I���$�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�O�Z�D�\�V���D���W�H�V�W���R�I���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���´���,�Q���K�L�V���R�Z�Q��

�G�H�I�H�Q�V�H�����/�H�Y�\���D�V�V�X�U�H�G���W�K�H���S�U�R�E�D�W�H���F�R�X�U�W���W�K�D�W���K�H���Z�D�V���³�D���O�R�\�D�O���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�´���Z�L�W�K���³�Z�H�O�O���N�Q�R�Z�Q���8�Q�L�R�Q��

�6�H�Q�W�L�P�H�Q�W�V���´���D�Q�G���F�D�O�O�H�G���&�D�U�W�H�U���D���³�F�R�W�W�R�Q���V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�R�U���´���7�K�H���F�R�X�U�W���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���U�X�O�H�G���L�Q �&�D�U�W�H�U�¶�V���I�D�Y�R�U����

�Q�R�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���/�H�Y�\�¶�V���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V���E�U�R�W�K�H�U-in-�O�D�Z�����(�����8�Q�J�H�U�����U�H�V�L�G�H�G���³�R�X�W�V�L�G�H���R�I���R�X�U���O�L�Q�H�V���´���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���³his 

loyalty aught �Q�R�W���E�H���D�E�R�Y�H���V�X�V�S�L�F�L�R�Q���´���(�Y�H�Q���L�I���8�Q�J�H�U���W�R�R�N���W�K�H���R�D�W�K�����W�K�H���F�R�X�U�W���U�H�D�V�R�Q�H�G�����V�X�F�K���D�Q��

�D�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�R�X�O�G���³�F�R�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�H���K�L�P���Z�L�W�K���K�L�V���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���	���D�O�O�L�H�V���´62 The national sympathies 

of both men are unclear and were, from their angle, beside the point: they argued over property, 

using patriotic language in the service of self-interest. To the Federal court, however, nationalism 

trumped lawful issues pertaining to property theft. Its singular focus on policing allegiance led it 

to judge Levy guilty not because it believed him guilty of theft, but because it considered him 

disloyal, which in turn rendered all of his behavior suspicious.  

The nation-�V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G���W�R���F�R�P�S�H�O���W�R�W�D�O���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���I�U�R�P���L�W�V���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�H�G���W�K�H���Z�D�U���D�Q�G��

�E�H�F�D�P�H���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���I�D�F�W�R�U���L�Q���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V�¶���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���W�R���U�H�M�H�F�W���5�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q-

era property claims by residents of former Confederate Mississippi. During the war, planter John 

Vick appeared on the Vicksburg Unionist list and swore the Amnesty Oath. In 1872, he filed 

with the Southern Claims Commission to get back $4,550 in confiscated property. When receipts 

revealed that he had sold supplies to the Confederate army, however, he admitted to doing so 

�³�I�R�U���W�K�H���V�R�O�H���D�Q�G���R�Q�O�\���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�´���R�I���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���K�L�V���I�D�P�L�O�\�����<�H�W�����9�L�F�N���D�O�V�R���D�G�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���E�H�L�Q�J���X�Q�D�E�O�H��

�W�R���³�F�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V�O�\���G�H�F�O�D�U�H�´���W�K�D�W���K�H���³�F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�O�\�´���E�D�F�N�H�G���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q�����9�L�F�N���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��

Emancipation Proclamat�L�R�Q���E�H�W�U�D�\�H�G���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���8�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V���Z�K�R���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���S�U�R�P�L�V�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�U�L�J�K�W�V���R�I��

�S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���V�K�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���E�H���G�L�V�W�X�U�E�H�G���´���+�L�V���Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���D�Q���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���R�Q�H���S�U�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���R�Q��

�S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H�V�H���U�L�J�K�W�V�����)�H�D�U�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���K�H���P�L�J�K�W���E�H���³�U�H�G�X�F�H�G���I�U�R�P���Z�H�D�O�W�K���W�R���S�H�Q�X�U�\���´���9�L�F�N��

                                                 
62 �6�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���0�X�U�U�D�\���&�D�U�W�H�U�����-�X�Q�H�����������������������(�[�K�L�E�L�W���³�%���´���6�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���0�����/�H�Y�\�����0�D�\�����������������������&�R�X�U�W���2�S�L�Q�L�R�Q����
David Streat and C.C. Marsh, Signatories, Undated, Vicksburg Court Case of M. Levy and Murray Carter, June 13, 
1864, roll 35, UPMF. 



   

 108 

�³�F�H�D�V�H�G���W�R���V�\�P�S�D�W�K�L�]�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���F�D�X�V�H�´���V�L�Q�F�H���G�R�L�Q�J���V�R���H�Q�W�D�L�O�H�G���K�L�P���O�R�V�L�Q�J���������������������Z�R�U�W�K��

�R�I���³�V�O�D�Y�H���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���´���7�K�H���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���U�H�M�H�F�W�H�G���9�L�F�N�¶�V���F�O�D�L�P�����X�Q�F�R�Q�Y�L�Q�F�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���D��

�³�O�R�\�D�O���D�G�K�H�U�H�Q�W�´���W�R���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���F�D�X�V�H���D�Q�G���G�H�H�P�H�G���K�L�V���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���G�H�D�O�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V���³�Q�R�W��

�D���O�R�\�D�O���D�F�W���´63 �9�L�F�N�¶�V���8�Q�L�R�Q���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���Z�D�V���S�U�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���8���6�����J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Q�J���V�O�D�Y�H��

property, but during and after the war, the Federal government deemed citizens loyal only if they 

placed allegiance to the nation above all other concerns. In this respect, the commission found 

Vick lacking.     

The Federal government denied claims by other listed Vicksburg Unionists because their 

required unconditional loyalty allegedly wavered during the war. Planter James Cathell 

submitted a claim for $6,550, but the Commission denied it when witnesses testified that Cathell 

publically favored the South and receipts showed that he sold the Confederates fodder in 1862. 

�6�W�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���K�H���K�D�G���³�D�O�Z�D�\�V���E�H�H�Q���D���W�U�X�O�\���O�R�\�D�O���P�D�Q���´���I�D�U�P�H�U���$�T�X�L�O�O�D���%�R�Z�L�H���I�L�Oed an 1871 claim 

for $489, which the commission barred without explanation.64 The U.S. government doubted 

�9�L�F�N�����&�D�W�K�H�O�O���D�Q�G���%�R�Z�L�H�¶�V���G�H�F�O�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���Z�D�U�W�L�P�H���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�Q���H�D�F�K���F�D�V�H���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���V�H�O�I-

interest in part drove these professions. The Federal state emerged from the war with expanded 

�S�R�Z�H�U�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���E�X�U�H�D�X�F�U�D�W�L�F���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���W�R���J�D�X�J�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���Z�K�H�Q���D�V�V�H�V�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U��

property claims. The government was convinced it could do so effectively, but in fact, it could 

only claim this ability by defining national allegiance in a way that left no room for individuals 

�W�R���D�F�W���R�Q���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V�����7�K�H���D�F�W�X�D�O���Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���P�H�Q�¶�V���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H�V���Q�R�W�Z�L�W�K�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�����Z�K�H�Q��

                                                 
63 �³�-�R�K�Q���:�����9�L�F�N���´���L�Q���/�L�V�W���R�I���8�Q�L�R�Q���R�U���/�R�\�D�O���0�H�Q���L�Q���D�Q�G���$�U�R�X�Q�G���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J�����(�[�D�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���-�R�K�Q���:�����9�L�F�N�����&�O�D�L�P��
of John W. Vick, May 31, 1872, Commission Remarks on Claim of John W. Vick, Southern Claims Commission 
(hereafter cited as SCC), Warren County, Mississippi, Claim 14279, Roll 21, digital images, Fold3.com, 
http://www.fold3.com/ (accessed November 29, 2011).  
64 �³�-�D�P�H�V���&�D�W�K�H�O�O���´���L�Q���/�L�V�W���R�I���8�Q�L�R�Q���R�U���/�R�\�D�O���0�H�Q���L�Q���D�Q�G���$�U�R�X�Q�G���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J���6�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���-�R�K�Q���:�����7�D�\�O�R�U�����&�O�D�L�P���R�I��
James Cathell, May 28, 1872, February 26, 1876, SCC, Warren County, Mississippi, claim 14197, roll 44, SCC; 
�³�$�T�X�L�O�D���%�R�Z�L�H���´���L�Q���/�L�V�W���R�I���8�Q�L�R�Q���R�U���/�R�\�D�O���0�H�Q���L�Q���D�Q�G���$�U�R�X�Q�G���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J�����&�O�D�L�P���R�I���$�T�X�L�O�D���%�R�Z�L�H�����-�X�Q�H����������������������
claim 2602, roll 44, SCC.   
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their personal interests appeared to contradict their declared loyalty, Union partisans cut them 

little slack.        

This was also the case regarding claimants from Natchez. During the war, druggist 

George Fox swore the Union oath and told the Treasury Agent that he would be subject to 

�³�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�E�O�H���O�R�V�V���	���L�Q�F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�F�H�´���L�I���Q�R�W���S�H�U�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���Neep his store open. In 1871, however, 

Fox found his loyalty questioned when he filed a claim for $900. He stated that he had always 

�E�H�H�Q���D���8�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�W���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���K�D�G���³�F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V�´���E�H�H�Q���P�R�U�H���I�D�Y�R�U�D�E�O�H�����K�H���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���D�L�G�H�G���W�K�H���8���6����

�³�E�\���D�O�O���P�H�D�Q�V���L�Q���P�\���S�R�Z�H�U���´���7�Z�R���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V�H�V���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���)�R�[���D�V���D���³�8�Q�L�R�Q���P�D�Q�´���D�Q�G���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H�P����

�:�L�O�O�L�D�P���+�H�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q�����)�R�[�¶�V���I�R�U�P�H�U���V�O�D�Y�H���Z�K�R���L�Q�������������M�R�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���D�U�P�\�����V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���)�R�[���G�L�G��

not directly aid the Union but did give Henderson free supplies from his store. The Commission 

rejecte�G���)�R�[�¶�V���F�O�D�L�P�����Q�R�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���K�L�V���8�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�P���³�G�R�H�V��not �D�P�R�X�Q�W���W�R���P�X�F�K���´���D�Q�G���³�U�D�W�K�H�U��

�S�U�R�Y�H�V�«�Q�H�X�W�U�D�O�L�W�\���W�K�D�Q���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���´���,�Q���D���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���F�D�V�H�����1�D�W�F�K�H�]���P�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W���0�D�W�W�K�L�D�V���0�D�U�N�V���D�S�S�O�L�H�G���I�R�U��

trade store permits in April and June 1864, and in 1872, filed a claim for $370, arguing that he 

�Z�D�V���D���0�H�[�L�F�D�Q���:�D�U���Y�H�W�H�U�D�Q���Z�K�R���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���³�G�R���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���D���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���Z�K�L�F�K���,���K�D�G��

�I�R�X�J�K�W���´���$���I�U�L�H�Q�G���W�H�V�W�L�I�L�H�G���W�K�D�W���0�D�U�N�V���³�Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���J�R�Q�H���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���$�U�P�\�´���L�I���I�R�U�F�H�G�����W�K�R�X�J�K��

he suggested that Marks remained functionally neutral. �8�Q�F�R�Q�Y�L�Q�F�H�G���D�E�R�X�W���0�D�U�N�V�¶���O�R�\�D�O�W�\�����W�K�H��

Commission rejected his claim.65 To a northern government that demanded an all-or-nothing 

show of allegiance from Mississippians, neutrality was tantamount to disloyalty. To be loyal 

meant to act loyal by aiding the Union cause. The Federal government had the power to decide, 

�K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���D�U�E�L�W�U�D�U�L�O�\�����Z�K�D�W���W�\�S�H�V���R�I���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���V�X�I�I�L�F�H�G���L�Q���D�L�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�D�X�V�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�H�Q�¶�V���U�H�I�X�V�D�O���W�R��

                                                 
65 George W. Fox to R.S. Hart, February 6, 1864, Oath of Allegiance of George W. Fox, February 19, 1864, 
Authority to Establish Trade Store Permits, Natchez; Statement of George W. Fox, Statement of Robert E. McClure, 
Statement of William Henderson, Claim of George W. Fox, June 21, 1871, SCC, Adams County, Mississippi, claim 
2883, roll 003, SCC; Trade Store Permit Applications of Matthias D. Marks, April 7, June 9, 1864, Authority to 
Establish Trade Store Permits, Natchez; Statement of Matthias D. Marks, Statement of Richard Sullivan, December 
6, 1872, Claim of Matthias D. Marks, July 1, 1872, claim 14870, publication 1407, SCC.    
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participate as component parts in service of the greater national goal rendered their declarations 

of allegiance insufficient in its estimation. 

This unbending conception of national allegiance, however, proved problematic when 

individuals acted in ways that could appear to be loyal and disloyal at different times. Such was 

the case with Natchez merchant Casey Mallory, a self-�G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���³�E�R�Q�H���I�L�G�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���P�D�Q�´���Z�K�R��

swore the oath in January 1864, applied for a trade store permit, and, in 1872, claimed $7950 

�Z�R�U�W�K���R�I���F�R�Q�I�L�V�F�D�W�H�G���E�U�L�F�N�V�����:�L�W�Q�H�V�V���$�E�U�D�K�D�P���6�F�R�I�L�H�O�G���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���0�D�O�O�R�U�\���³�G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O���´���E�X�W��

admitted that �R�W�K�H�U�V���G�L�G���Q�R�W�����+�L�V���I�R�U�P�H�U���V�O�D�Y�H���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���0�D�O�O�R�U�\���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���D�V���D���³�8�Q�L�R�Q���P�D�Q�´���E�X�W��

�³�F�K�D�Q�J�H�G���V�R�R�Q���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���Z�D�U���F�R�P�P�H�Q�F�H�G���´���$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V�H�V���V�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���0�D�O�O�R�U�\���Z�D�V��

�D���I�R�U�P�H�U���³�8�Q�L�R�Q���P�D�Q�´���Z�K�R���W�X�U�Q�H�G���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���Z�K�H�Q���³�W�K�L�Q�J�V���G�L�G���Q�R�W���E�O�R�Z���U�L�J�K�W�´���I�L�Q�D�Q�Fially. Yet 

another witness said that Mallory voiced both Union and Confederate sympathies, while another 

�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���K�L�P���³�U�D�W�K�H�U���Q�H�X�W�U�D�O���´ On his own behalf, Mallory touted his Massachusetts birth, 

noted his thrice swearing the Union oath, claimed that he threatened to disown his Confederate 

soldier son, and added that he boarded and supplied Union soldiers. Nonetheless, he admitted to 

�E�H�L�Q�J���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�O�\���³�K�R�W�´���I�R�U���8�Q�L�R�Q���Y�L�F�W�R�U�\�����E�X�W���W�K�D�W���K�H���O�H�D�Q�H�G���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���³�W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���W�K�H���O�D�V�W�´���D�I�W�H�U��

Federal troops took his bricks, though he denied directly aiding the Confederacy beyond paying 

�W�D�[�H�V�����7�K�H���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���U�H�M�H�F�W�H�G���0�D�O�O�R�U�\�¶�V���F�O�D�L�P�����F�L�W�L�Q�J���K�L�V���D�G�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���5�H�E�H�O���V�\�P�S�D�W�K�\���D�Q�G���K�L�V��

inflating the number of stolen bricks as evidence of his unreliability.66 

As with other Mississippi claimants, interested partisans using the wartime nationalist 

�G�L�V�F�R�X�U�V�H���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�H�G���0�D�O�O�R�U�\�¶�V���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V���R�Y�H�U���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���D�V���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I���K�L�V���³�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�´���I�R�U���R�Q�H���V�L�G�H��

                                                 
66 Oath of Allegiance of Casey Mallory, January 30, 1864, Trade Store Permit Application of Casey Mallory, 
February 3, 1864, Casey Mallory to Judge Hart, January 30, 1864, Authority to Establish Trade Store Permits, 
Natchez; Statements of Abraham Scofield , William Shaw, R.E. McClure, William McGilvary, Cyrus Marsh, 
Statements of Casey Mallory, May 16, 1876, April 4, 1874, Report of Enos Richmond on the Claim of Casey 
Mallory, May 15, 1876, Summary Report on the Claim of Casey Mallory, December 5, 1877, Claim of Casey 
Mallory, October 21, 1872, claim 17132, roll 25, SCC. 
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or the other. Mallory himself used this nationalist language even when discussing a separate 

�L�V�V�X�H�����G�H�V�F�U�L�E�L�Q�J���D�Q�J�H�U���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���)�H�G�H�U�D�O�V�¶���F�R�Q�I�L�V�F�D�W�L�Q�J���K�L�V���E�U�L�F�N�V���D�V���H�T�X�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�W���W�R���G�H�V�L�U�L�Q�J��

Confederate victory. Seeking to distinguish the loyal from the treasonous, even when someone 

like Mallory at different times appeared to act as both, the Federal government took his 

�³�D�G�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�´���R�I���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�\�P�S�D�W�K�\���D�V���U�H�D�V�R�Q���W�R���U�H�M�H�F�W���K�L�V���F�O�D�L�P�����7�K�D�W���0�D�O�O�R�U�\���D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G���W�R���E�H��

more concerned with his property than in choosing sides did not matter to northern partisans. 

Although the Federal government had the infras�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���W�R���S�R�O�L�F�H���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q�H�U�V�¶���O�R�\�D�O�W�\��

�H�Y�H�Q���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���Z�D�U�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���O�D�\�H�U�V���U�H�Q�G�H�U�H�G���L�W���L�Q�F�D�S�D�E�O�H���R�I���F�R�P�S�H�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�H�V�L�U�H�G��

total allegiance in them.   

When the Federal army invaded Mississippi in 1862, Confederate and Union partisans 

operated according to a protective nationalist ideal that made devotion to one side or the other 

necessary to achieving victory. In the process they turned everyday actions into suspicious acts, 

resulting in a heightened climate of surveillance and mistrust in which both sides attempted to 

�F�D�W�H�J�R�U�L�]�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���H�Y�H�U�\���P�R�Y�H���D�V���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�R�U�V���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�\�P�S�D�W�K�L�H�V�����<�H�W����

the implementation of protective nationalism on the ground proved to be impossible. The Union 

army tried to elicit proof of loyalty via the oath of allegiance. Mississippians, however, swore the 

oath under constrained circumstances as a prerequisite for getting protection for property, 

avoiding Confederate conscription, doing business under Federal occupation and traveling 

beyond Union lines. Rather than being de-facto loyal Confederates who pragmatically swore 

what they considered to be a non-binding, forced oath in order to secure, food, housing and 

protection, Mississippians acted on separate micro loyalties to self and family. In some instances 

oath-takers privately professed Confederate loyalty, but in other instances, their national 
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allegiances were unclear because they swore the Union oath as a means to ends that were distinct 

from nationalism. 

Confederate partisans, on the other hand, tended to view such actions as evidence of 

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���F�D�S�L�W�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���I�R�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���H�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�K�L�V���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���E�H�\�R�Q�G���V�H�O�I-

professed Unionists and onto the entire civilian population. In the process they turned perceived 

failures to donate all blood and treasure to the Confederate cause as evidence of selfishness and 

disloyalty. Ardent Confederates charged alleged speculators and extortionists with hindering the 

quest for southern independence, and they arrested individuals for colluding with the Union 

regardless of the validity of such charges. Many Mississippians, however, continued to act on 

multiple loyalties that had no place in the protective nationalist ideal. Others envisioned a 

Confederate state defined by a respect for individual and property rights. This idea of the 

Confederate nation contrasted with that of protective nationalists who made southern 

independence an end unto itself to which citizens should devote all of their resources. Thus, 

defining Confederate nationalism was a contested and fluid process that was shaped by, and 

reflective of, �W�K�H���Z�D�U�¶�V���H�Y�H�U-�V�K�L�I�W�L�Q�J���H�[�L�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���E�\���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���O�D�\�H�U�V����

This process, in turn, revealed that while the Civil War created a more powerful southern nation-

state, armed with the bureaucratic apparatuses with which it attempted to rigidly police and 

�H�Q�I�R�U�F�H���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���L�Q���D�O�O���D�V�S�H�F�W�V���R�I���L�W�V���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶���G�D�L�O�\���O�L�Y�H�V�����L�W���Z�D�V���L�U�R�Q�L�F�D�O�O�\���Q�R�W���V�W�U�R�Q�J���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R��

succeed in this, the singular justification for its expanded powers.   

Like its Confederate counterpart, the northern nation-�V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O���U�H�D�F�K���J�U�H�Z��

during the Civil War, but failed in its attempt to use this expanded power to compel total loyalty 

to its cause. Union authorities struggled t�R���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���W�R���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G��

States, especially in occupied cities like Vicksburg and Natchez, where multiple loyalties 
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�L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�¶���G�H�F�O�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���8�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�P�����,�Q���U�H�T�X�H�V�W�L�Q�J���W�R���G�R���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���L�Q���R�F�F�X�S�L�H�G���D�U�H�D�V��

during the war and in claims submitted to the Southern Claims Commission in the post-war 

period, Mississippians indicated that the desire for monetary gain in part influenced their 

professions of loyalty. With this fact in mind, Federal authorities viewed such statements as 

inherently suspicious because they indicated a concern for personal well-being in addition to an 

alleged active dedication to the Union cause. Union and Confederate authorities further 

confronted the inherent difficulty of trying to gauge the national loyalties of those involved in 

wartime commerce via their attempts to quell, or at least regulate, the extensive contraband trade 

between Mississippians and the Union army. Trade between the lines began as soon as Federal 

forces arrived in the state and increased in volume as the war progressed, dashing protective 

�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V�¶���G�U�H�D�P�V���R�I���F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���D���V�H�O�I-sustained Confederate nation whose citizens lived only to 

serve its cause.
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Chapter Three�����³�7�U�D�G�\�Y�L�O�O�H���´���7�K�H���&�R�Q�W�U�D�E�D�Q�G���7�U�D�G�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���3�U�R�E�O�H�P���R�I���/�R�\�D�O�W�\ 
 

In 1863, an un-named Confederate officer castigated ostensibly loyal Confederates who 

traded with Union forces in Natchez, Mississippi, a key commercial-�S�R�U�W���Q�R�U�W�K���R�I���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�U�¶�V��

base of operations in southeastern Louisiana. A year earlier, Confederate field commanders had 

�R�U�G�H�U�H�G���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V���W�R���E�X�U�Q���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�W�W�R�Q���W�R���N�H�H�S���L�W���R�X�W���R�I���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���K�D�Q�G�V�����³�>�<�@�H�W���V�W�U�D�Q�J�H���W�R���V�D�\���´���W�K�H��

�R�I�I�L�F�H�U���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�V�R�P�H���������������E�D�O�H�V���Z�H�U�H���N�H�S�W���Q�R�W���O�R�Q�J���G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���F�L�W�\�����:�D�V���L�W���V�X�S�S�L�Q�H�Q�H�V�V��

on the part of the planter or was it saved in order to present to the enemy and thereby assist in 

�V�X�E�M�X�J�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�"�´���7�K�L�V���W�U�D�G�H���Z�L�W�K���8�Q�L�R�Q-occupied Natchez prompted the officer 

�W�R���F�U�L�W�L�F�L�]�H���W�K�H���³�R�X�W-and-�R�X�W���L�P�P�H�D�V�X�U�D�E�O�H�����X�Q�F�R�P�S�U�R�P�L�V�L�Q�J���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V�«�Z�K�R���L�Q���¶�������Z�H�U�H���I�R�U��

�µ�:�D�U���W�R���W�K�H���.�Q�L�I�H�¶���D�Q�G���µ�.�Q�L�I�H���W�R���W�K�H���K�L�O�W���¶�´���Z�K�R���Q�R�Z���³�J�D�Y�H���D�Q�G���G�U�D�Q�N���W�K�H���W�R�D�V�W���D�W���µ�7�U�D�G�\�Y�L�O�O�H���¶ in 

�W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���2�I�I�L�F�H�U�V���´1 Confederate and Federal officers alike called Natchez 

�³�7�U�D�G�\�Y�L�O�O�H���´���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���L�W�V���U�R�O�H���D�V���D���F�H�Q�W�H�U���R�I���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�H���L�Q���³�F�R�Q�W�U�D�E�D�Q�G�´���J�R�R�G�V. While better 

known as a term for fugitive slaves, contraband in this case referred to the goods that 

Mississippians illegally exchanged across Union lines. The officer commenting on Natchez 

�Y�L�H�Z�H�G���W�K�H���W�U�D�G�H���D�V���D���W�H�V�W���R�I���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���O�R�\�D�O�W�\�����O�D�Eeling those engaged in it as traitors.  

Not all Confederates went this far. Writing from Oxford, Mississippi in 1863, Inspector 

General Jacob Thompson explained to Confederate President Jefferson Davis that the 

�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���S�R�O�L�F�\���R�I���I�R�U�E�L�G�G�L�Q�J���W�U�D�G�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���D���³�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���H�[�D�V�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�´���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W��

�S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�H�G���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���U�H�J�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���S�U�R�F�X�U�L�Q�J���V�X�S�S�O�L�H�V���D�W���8�Q�L�R�Q-held 

�0�H�P�S�K�L�V�����³�,�Q���W�K�L�V���V�W�D�W�H���R�I���W�K�L�Q�J�V���´���K�H���D�U�J�X�H�G�����³�\�R�X���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���L�W���V�W�U�D�Q�J�H���R�U���S�H�F�X�O�L�D�U���R�U��

disloyal that the dist�U�H�V�V�H�G���S�H�R�S�O�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���H�Q�G�H�D�Y�R�U���W�R���S�U�R�F�X�U�H�«�D�F�W�X�D�O���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�L�H�V���Z�K�L�F�K���F�R�X�O�G��

be obtained in no other way than from those who resided near Memphis where their location, of 

                                                 
1 �³�1�D�W�F�K�H�]���8�Q�G�H�U���<�D�Q�N�H�H���5�X�O�H���´���L�Q���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���3�R�V�W���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�D�U�\���,�Q�Y�R�L�F�H���D�Q�G���'�L�V�F�K�D�U�J�H���%�R�R�N, 1862, 
Z/1661.000/F,  Mississippi Department of Archives and History, Jackson, Mississippi (Hereafter cited as MDAH). 
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�F�R�X�U�V�H�����I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H�V���W�K�H�L�U���W�U�D�G�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\���´ Unlike the Natchez observer, who regarded 

contraband trade as treasonous, Thompson thought that trade with the Union benefited the 

�V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���Z�D�U���H�I�I�R�U�W�����³�7�R���D�G�P�L�W���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�R���E�X�\���L�Q���Z�D�\���R�I���E�D�U�W�H�U���D�Q�G���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���Z�K�D�W���L�V��

�D�E�V�R�O�X�W�H�O�\���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\�����Z�L�O�O���H�Q�O�L�Y�H�Q���R�X�U���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�Q�G���J�U�H�D�W�O�\���D�L�G���R�X�U���D�U�P�\���´���K�H���D�U�J�X�H�G�����³�>�P�@�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q��

�K�D�O�I���R�I���Z�K�D�W���L�V���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���L�Q�����I�L�Q�G�V���L�W�V���Z�D�\���W�R���W�K�H���D�U�P�\���L�Q���R�Q�H���Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���´2    

Central to these conflicting interpretations of the trade was an important question: could 

Mississippians be loyal Confederates while trading with the enemy? This bartering across the 

lines was epidemic. Indeed, while the term �³�7�U�D�G�\�Y�L�O�O�H�´���U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G specifically to Natchez, it 

accurately describes �W�K�H���W�U�D�G�H�¶�V���L�P�S�D�F�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�����7�K�H��Confederate government 

officially prohibited citizens from trading all privately-held goods at Federal-occupied territories. 

Nonetheless, Mississippians, many of whom were women, continually swapped cotton and 

Federal greenback notes at Union lines in exchange for an abundance of goods normally sold in 

the regular marketplace, but made scarce by the Union blockade and general wartime privation. 

These included raw commodities like tobacco, sugar, rice, foodstuffs, molasses and especially 

cotton, as well as other supplies like clothing, guns and ammunition, cotton and wool cards, 

whiskey, wines and brandies, calico, coffee, shoes and medical supplies.3 Trade helped the 

Confederacy by supplying southern troops and bolstering local economies, but it also 

undermined the war effort by depreciating Confederate currency, funneling valuable cotton to 

�W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���F�R�P�S�U�R�P�L�V�L�Q�J���P�D�Q�\���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V�¶���L�G�H�D�O���R�I���V�H�O�I-sufficiency. 

                                                 
2 Jacob Thompson to Jefferson Davis, December 23, 1863, In Lynda Laswell Crist, Peggy L. Dillard, Kenneth H. 
Williams, eds., The Papers of Jefferson Davis, Vol. 10, October 1863-August 1864 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State 
University Press, 1999), 123-124. 
3 �/�X�G�Z�H�O�O���+�����-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q�����³�7�U�D�G�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���(�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���R�I���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���3�R�O�L�F�\���´��Virginia Magazine of 
History and Biography 78 (Jul., 1970): 310; �:�D�O�W�H�U���(�����3�L�W�W�P�D�Q�����-�U�����³�7�U�D�G�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���'�H�Y�L�O�����7�K�H���&�R�W�W�R�Q���7�U�D�G�H���L�Q��
�&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���´��Journal of Confederate History 2: 11 (1989): 140; Timothy B. Smith, Mississippi in the 
Civil War: The Home Front (Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 2010), 134; United States War Department, 
comp., The War of the Rebellion: Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, 130 vols. (Washington, 
DC: Government Printing Office, 1880-1901), ser. 4, vol. 3, pgs. 282-83, 688; ser. 4, vol. 2, pg. 585 (hereafter cited 
as OR). 
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The contraband trade, then, holds wider implications for understanding Confederate 

nationalism because it reveals how Mississippians negotiated among multiple loyalties to self, 

family, neighborhood, and nation. In these cases, acting on ties other than patriotism did not 

necessarily mean that a person was a disloyal Confederate, even if by trading they might appear 

to be acting against the Confederacy. This chapter focuses on white Mississippians because they 

were the core constituency from which the Confederate government sought support and many 

�F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U�V���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���Z�K�L�W�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���W�U�D�G�H���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�H�G��

the influence of Confederate allegiance in the state.4 

The problem of multiple allegiances also adds new dimensions to the scholarship on the 

�F�R�Q�W�U�D�E�D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H���D�Q�G���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���Z�D�U�W�L�P�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V�����'�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H���W�U�D�G�H�¶�V���L�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U��

expanding the historical understanding of how Confederate nationalism influenced people on the 

ground, historians of the topic have approached it as a framework for evaluating the 

�H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V���R�I���H�D�F�K���V�L�G�H�¶�V���Z�D�U���H�I�I�R�U�W�����/�L�N�H���W�K�H���Z�H�D�N-strong debate over Confederate 

nationalism, these scholars have been more concerned with outcome rather than process. They 

apply to both sides a cost-benefit analysis of the trade, concluding that it aided the Confederacy 

�P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q�����:�K�H�Q���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V�¶���E�H�O�L�H�I���L�Q���³�.�L�Q�J���&�R�W�W�R�Q�´���G�L�S�O�R�P�D�F�\���S�U�R�Y�H�G���X�Q�I�R�X�Q�G�H�G����

the trade provided an outlet for cotton sales to the North and brought food and supplies to 

southern civilians and soldiers, helping the Confederacy prolong its war effort.5 Historians 

studying the North write that the influence of northern textile owners and the threat of European 

                                                 
4 �%�O�D�F�N���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V���D�O�V�R���W�U�D�G�H�G���Z�L�W�K���8�Q�L�R�Q���I�R�U�F�H�V�����D�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���Z�D�U���Z�H�U�H���³�F�R�Q�W�U�D�E�D�Q�G�V�´��
themselves. However, the Confederacy did not consider blacks, slave or free, to be citizens, and expected them to 
serve the cause as servants, not as as members of the body politic. See Stephanie McCurry, Confederate Reckoning: 
Power and Politics in the Civil War South (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2010), 20-24 and William C. 
Davis, Look Away!: A History of the Confederate States of America (New York: Free Press, 2002), 130-162. 
5 �(�����0�H�U�W�R�Q���&�R�X�O�W�H�U�����³�&�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���,�Q�W�H�U�F�R�X�U�V�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\���L�Q���W�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���9�D�O�O�H�\������������-�����������´��
Mississippi Valley Historical Review 5 (Mar., 1919): 391-�����������$�����6�H�O�O�H�Z���5�R�E�H�U�W�V�����³�7�K�H��Federal Government and 
�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���&�R�W�W�R�Q���´��American Historical Review 32 (Jan., 1927): 262, 274-�����������/�X�G�Z�H�O�O���+�����-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q�����³�&�R�Q�W�U�D�E�D�Q�G��
�7�U�D�G�H���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���<�H�D�U���R�I���W�K�H���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U���´��Mississippi Valley Historical Review 49 (Mar., 1963): 639-642  and 
�³�7�U�D�G�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���´��������-310; �3�L�W�W�P�D�Q�����³�7�U�D�G�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���'�H�Y�L�O���´��������-142. 
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�L�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�¶�V���E�H�K�D�O�I���O�H�G���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q���W�R���U�H�W�D�L�Q���W�K�H���W�U�D�G�H���W�R���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�¶�V��

advantage. The Union blockade boosted cotton prices and goods exchanged between the lines 

�Q�H�J�D�W�H�G���W�K�H���E�O�R�F�N�D�G�H�¶�V���H�I�I�H�F�W�V��6 Thus, these historians have emphasized how the trade affected 

�W�K�H���Z�D�U�¶�V���R�X�W�F�R�P�H���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���K�R�Z���L�W���L�P�S�D�F�W�H�G���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�D�U�¶�V���X�Q�I�R�O�G�L�Q�J�� 

�(�[�D�P�L�Q�L�Q�J���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���W�U�D�G�H���D�O�V�R���D�G�G�V���W�R���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I��

their wartime experiences by emphasizing the continuity of those experiences. This approach 

contrasts with scholarship that casts the Civil War as an �H�Q�W�U�D�Q�F�H���S�R�L�Q�W���I�R�U���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q��

in the public spheres of politics and the marketplace, making it a departure from the past in 

which they were primarily relegated to the private household.7 The contraband trade, however, 

demonstrates how Mississippi women continued antebellum commercial activity during the war. 

Their trading revealed a familiarity with the marketplace that differs from scholarly claims that 

the Civil War itself brought women into traditionally male-dominated public arenas.  

Because trading with the Union did not necessarily indicate disloyalty to the 

Confederacy, examining the contraband trade offers a way of getting around dichotomized 

�D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�V���W�R���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P�����Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�D�U�¶�V���R�X�W�F�R�P�H�����,�Q���&�L�Y�L�O��

War Mississippi, as was the case with oath-swearing and the debate over government 

confiscation of private property, specific circumstances motivated Mississippians to trade with 

the Union according to their loyalty layers. In some circumstances, micro loyalties to self or 

family fulfilled needs and assumed precedence over, but did not necessarily dispel, macro 

devotion to the Confederacy. Different allegiances constantly overlapped and trading could serve 

                                                 
6 �7�K�R�P�D�V���+�����2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�R�U�����³�/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�R�W�W�R�Q���7�U�D�G�H���´��Civil War History 7 (Mar., 1961): 21-25; David G. 
�6�X�U�G�D�P�����³�7�U�D�G�H�U�V���R�U���7�U�D�L�W�R�U�V�����1�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���&�R�W�W�R�Q���7�U�D�G�L�Q�J���'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U���´��Business and Economic History 28 
(Winter, 1999): 303, 310-311. 
7 George C. Rable, Civil Wars: Women and the Crisis of Southern Nationalism (Urbana: University of Illinois Press. 
1989), 45, 50-51; LeeAnn Whites, The Civil War as a Crisis in Gender, 1860-1890 (Athens: University of Georgia 
Press, 1995), 12-13; Drew Gilpin Faust, Mothers of Invention: Women of the Slaveholding South in the American 
Civil War (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1996), 81-82; Victoria E. Ott, Confederate Daughters: 
Coming of Age During the Civil War (Carbondale, IL: Southern Illinois University Press, 2008), 6, 37.  
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each of them, which were frequently directed at different targets. In such instances, labeling a 

trader �D���³�V�W�U�R�Q�J�´���R�U���³�Z�H�D�N�´���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H��does not address these complex motivations. 

Confederate patriotism was one component in Mississippi �W�U�D�G�H�U�V�¶ social interactions in which 

more immediate ties also informed their behavior. Considering the influence of multiple loyalties 

helps explain why different groups of Mississippians viewed the trade as either treasonous, 

patriotic, or of little nationalist consequence altogether. 

�7�K�H���G�L�Y�L�G�H���R�Y�H�U���W�U�D�G�H�U�V�¶���P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�O�V�R���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���L�O�O�X�P�L�Q�D�W�H�V���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���G�H�E�D�W�H��

about the nature of Confederate nationalism in Mississippi. Although there was no consistent 

pattern regarding what types of goods came through the lines over time, critics tended to accuse 

�W�U�D�G�H�U�V���R�I���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�L�Q�J���³�O�X�[�X�U�L�H�V�´���R�Y�H�U���³�Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�L�H�V���´���W�K�H�U�H�E�\��putting their own prosperity above 

�W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�¶�V��8 Yet, what constit�X�W�H�G���D���³�O�X�[�X�U�\�´���D�Q�G���D���³�Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\�´���Z�D�V���R�I�W�H�Q���D���P�D�W�W�H�U���R�I��

perception. Whiskey for example, could be seen as the latter when used to calm patients before 

surgery in a field hospital, the former when consumed by an army shirker. Contained within the 

language o�I���³�O�X�[�X�U�\�´���D�Q�G���³�Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\�´���W�K�H�Q�����Z�H�U�H���O�D�U�J�H�U���G�H�E�D�W�H�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���I�D�Y�R�U�H�G��

protective nationalism, characterized by a self-sufficient Confederate state, and the traders, 

whose actions suggested the untenability of that stance. Proponents of protective nationalism 

eschewed free trade policies �± at least in terms of trade with the North, against which they 

constantly asserted their national independence �± in favor of an activist Confederate government 

that would promote domestic manufacturing and agricultural diversification in order to supply 

Confederate armies and lessen economic dependence on the North.9 

                                                 
8 Drew Gilpin Faust, The Creation of Confederate Nationalism: Ideology and Identity in the Civil War South (Baton 
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1988), 41-49.  
9 On the economic aspects of protective nationalism as applied to the Confederacy, see Peter and Nicholas Onuf, 
Nations, Markets and War: Modern History and the American Civil War (Charlottesville: University of Virginia 
Press, 2006) 324-333; John Majewski, Modernizing a Slave Economy: The Economic Vision of the Confederate 
Nation (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2009), 3, 140-163.   
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The contraband trade however, followed antebellum commercial routes and culminated at 

established trade centers like Memphis, Vicksburg, New Orleans, and Natchez that fell under 

Union control. It demonstrated that while the Civil War created two theoretically separate 

political states, severing a historically tightly-connected economic unit was another matter 

entirely. The Confederate government maintained stronger control of its territories in the east, 

but Union occupation in western states such as Mississippi fostered a continued economic 

exchange despite the altered political circumstances. This pattern �I�L�W�V���Z�L�W�K���-�D�P�H�V���&�R�E�E�¶�V���F�U�L�W�L�T�X�H��

�R�I���³�F�K�D�Q�J�H�´���D�V���D theme in southern history. Cobb argues �W�K�D�W���³[t]he history of southern identity is 

not a story of continuity versus change but continuity within it.�´��Those who criticized traders for 

�S�X�U�F�K�D�V�L�Q�J���³�O�X�[�X�U�L�H�V�´���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���E�\���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q���G�H�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G���W�K�L�V���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q of continued 

economic relations as contradicting their ideal of an autonomous Confederacy. Thus, the 

�F�R�Q�W�U�D�E�D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H���F�R�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�H�V���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R���G�H�I�L�Q�H���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\���H�L�W�K�H�U���D�V���D���³�U�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\��

�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�´���R�U���D�V���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�¶�V���D�W�W�H�P�S�W���W�R���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���L�W�V���S�X�U�V�X�L�W���R�I pro-�V�O�D�Y�H�U�\���³�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�L�V�P���´10 

The presence of continuity within change helps explain the �F�R�Q�W�U�D�E�D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H�¶�V���L�Q�K�H�U�H�Q�W��

contradictions. In Mississippi, where both governments controlled territory, the process by which 

different fidelities motivated human actions helps explain why the Confederacy can seem both 

united and divided, why some historians think it should have lasted longer, and why others 

marvel that it lasted so long against such steep odds. While the Confederacy represented a sharp 

break from antebellum political connections, secession and war could not destroy stronger 

regional connections. The contraband trade demonstrated a form of continuity amid the changes 

caused by the Civil War.    

                                                 
10 James C. Cobb, Away Down South: A History of Southern Identity (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), 7;  
Emory Thomas, The Confederacy as a Revolutionary Experience (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 
1971); Robert E. Bonner, Mastering America: Southern Slaveholders and the Crisis of the American Nation (New 
York: Cambridge University Press, 2009), 217-218.  
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The difficulty of stopping interregional trade bothered policymakers in both the Union 

and Confederate governments, who wanted to prohibit trade between the lines but could not 

ignore its practical benefits. With this in mind they settled on policies of regulation, not 

prohibition, the enforcement of which changed frequently as different officials weighed in on the 

issue. In August of 1861, U.S. President Abraham Lincoln banned all commerce with the 

seceded states unless it was done with special executive permission through the Secretary of the 

Treasury. Total prohibition did not last, however, as Lincoln and his advisors came to recognize 

�W�K�H���W�U�D�G�H�¶�V���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W�V���L�Q���V�X�S�S�O�\�L�Q�J���F�R�W�W�R�Q���W�R���1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���W�H�[�W�L�O�H���P�L�O�O�V�����D�Q�G���L�Q���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�L�Q�J���O�D�W�H�Q�W��

Unionism in the seceded states through economic ties. In 1862, Lincoln authorized trade with 

inhabitants of Confederate territory that fell under Union control, to be conducted under the 

authority of Treasury agents, but forbade trade with southern states still in Confederate hands. 

Thus, he permitted a regulated trade while trying to maintain the inherent illegality of commerce 

with the enemy. In addition to allowing trade by authorized Union treasury and military 

personnel, Lincoln also permitted all loyal citizens, north or south, to trade on condition that 

�)�H�G�H�U�D�O���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���Y�D�O�L�G�D�W�H���D�Q���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�¶�V���8�Q�L�R�Q���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���D�Q�G���F�O�D�L�P�V���W�R���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���F�R�W�W�R�Q��11 

The contraband trade in Mississippi began shortly after the Federals captured Memphis, 

Tennessee in June 1862, and gradually increased in volume as the Union army advanced 

southward. The Mississippi trade increased when Vicksburg fell, and the Federals gained a major 

base in the state, a fact that is reflected in the primary sources that describe the trade, written 

largely from late 1863 through the end of the war. Union Control of Memphis and Vicksburg, 

combined with the capture of New Orleans, meant that Mississippians wishing to transact 

business at these major Mississippi river commercial hubs had to deal with Union authorities. 

                                                 
11 �&�R�X�O�W�H�U�����³�&�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���,�Q�W�H�U�F�R�X�U�V�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\���´��������-�����������6�X�U�G�D�P�����³�7�U�D�G�H�U�V���R�U���7�U�D�L�W�R�U�V���´��������-303; 
�2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�R�U�����³�/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�R�W�W�R�Q���7�U�D�G�H���´������-29.   
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Despite government rules, Union field commanders had the power to regulate the trade. With a 

few exceptions, they generally remained hostile to a trade that fueled corruption and supplied 

Confederate armies, especially since a loophole in the law allowed treasury agents to prevent the 

transfer of goods outside of Union lines, but not to stop goods from coming into the lines from 

Confederate territory.12 

�5�H�I�O�H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V�����&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���V�W�D�W�H��

governments essentially decreed the trade simultaneously legal and illegal. As in the North, the 

Confederate stance grew out of an initial distaste for trading with the enemy that was soon 

tempered by reality. Although worried about undermining public confidence in southern 

financial independence, Confederate officials facilitated a regular trade across the lines because 

Union occupation of southern lands, destruction of Confederate railroads, and the Federal coastal 

blockade stymied other means for moving domestic and foreign supplies. In addition to 

supplying Confederate soldiers and civilians, the trade also brought in higher-valued U.S. 

currency.13 

Congressional acts in May and August 1861 confined the export of raw materials like 

cotton to Confederate seaports and Mexican Territory. Congress prohibited exports to Union-

blockaded ports, but was unwilling to prohibit northern imports, which continued to flow south. 

Beyond congressional measures, President Davis paid little attention to the trade, delegating the 

matter to the War Department and commanding generals in the field, whose policies varied from 

total prohibition to outright facilitation. Secretary of War James Seddon permitted trade by 

licensed private contractors and government agents to supply Confederate troops and civilians, 

                                                 
12 �&�R�X�O�W�H�U�����³�&�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���,�Q�W�H�U�F�R�X�U�V�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\���´�������������-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q�����³�&�R�Q�W�U�D�E�D�Q�G���7�U�D�G�H���´��������-638; John K. 
Bettersworth, Confederate Mississippi: The People and Policies of a Cotton State in Wartime (1943, Repr., 
Philadelphia: Porcupine Press, 1978), 180.  
13 �-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q�����³�7�U�D�G�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���´��������-311. 
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but prohibited it among all private citizens. Aware of the futility of stopping all private trade, 

however, Seddon limited arrests of traders to those suspected of espionage and restricted 

impressments of their goods to supplies deemed of military necessity. Thus, despite the 

restrictive laws, the War Department tacitly made itself a partner in an officially illegal trade.14  

Nonetheless, even limited restrictions irked Mississippi lawyer E.S. Fisher, who thought 

they unduly punished citizens who traded only t�R���S�U�R�F�X�U�H���³�D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V���R�I���S�U�L�P�H���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\���´15 Fisher 

�G�L�U�H�F�W�H�G���K�L�V���I�U�X�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�W���V�W�D�W�H�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�����S�R�O�L�F�\�����/�L�N�H���5�L�F�K�P�R�Q�G�¶�V���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�����W�K�H��

Mississippi state government practiced a confusing combination of official prohibition and tacit 

permission. At first, the task of stopping the trade fell to military commanders, who initially 

responded with harsh punishments, including the destruction or confiscation of goods, 

imprisonment, and the occasional execution of traders. These penalties notwithstanding, 

Mississippi civil and military authorities could not quell the trade, and they soon realized that it 

�F�R�X�O�G���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�����$�F�W�L�Q�J���R�Q���6�H�G�G�R�Q�¶�V���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L��

and Louisiana commanders James Chalmers and John Pemberton conf�L�V�F�D�W�H�G���W�U�D�G�H�U�V�¶���J�R�R�G�V���W�K�D�W��

were useful to the army, and returned the rest to their owners. In late 1863, however, state judge 

Alexander Clayton ordered that confiscating authority be transferred from the military to state 

civil officers, and soon declared private trade legal in all districts exposed to the Union army, 

since the government could not stop it anyway. Yet, army confiscations did not stop, resulting in 

claim disputes over confiscated goods between civil and military authorities. Mississippi 

Governor Charles Clark sided with the civil courts, and denounced what he thought to be 

�5�L�F�K�P�R�Q�G�¶�V���R�Y�H�U�O�\-prohibitive policy. He permitted the state and licensed private contractors to 

                                                 
14 �(�����0�H�U�W�R�Q���&�R�X�O�W�H�U�����³�(�I�I�H�F�W�V���R�I���6�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���8�S�R�Q���W�K�H���&�R�P�P�H�U�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���9�D�O�O�H�\���´��Mississippi Valley 
Historical Review 3 (Dec., 1916): 281-�����������-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q�����³�7�U�D�G�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���´��������-317, 320-322; OR, ser.1, vol. 
17, pt. 2, pgs. 839-40. 
15 E.S. Fisher to Charles Clark, February 14, 1865, Charles Clark Correspondence, ser. 768, box 950, vol. 56, 
Record Group (hereafter RG) 27, MDAH. 
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exchange cotton at Union lines for supplies like wool cards and medicine that could aid his war-

torn state.16 

These contradictory policies on the trade created consistent confusion, prompting one 

�8�Q�L�R�Q���R�I�I�L�F�H�U���L�Q���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���W�R���H�[�F�O�D�L�P�����³�:�D�U���D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���S�H�R�S�O�H�����:�K�D�W���D��

�8�W�R�S�L�D�Q���G�U�H�D�P���´17 Such sentiments echoed those of policy-makers in both governments who 

tried, but could never justify, viewing the trade as wholly treasonous. Instead, they wanted to 

have it both ways, and therefore, could neither fully outlaw it nor fully embrace it. Such 

wavering tacitly acknowledged the inherent contradiction of both trading with and fighting 

against the enemy. 

�'�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���V�W�D�W�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V�¶���Z�D�Y�H�U�L�Q�J���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V�����P�D�Q�\���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H��

ground in Mississippi criticized the trade, claiming that it corrupted the citizenry and made the 

Confederacy dependent on the Yankee enemy. In February 1863, a scout in north Mississippi 

�W�R�O�G���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���'�D�Q�L�H�O���5�X�J�J�O�H�V���W�K�D�W���³�R�X�U���R�Z�Q���F�X�U�U�H�Q�F�\���L�Q���W�K�L�V���S�R�U�W�L�R�Q���R�I���0�L�V�V�«���L�V���E�H�L�Q�J���U�D�S�L�G�O�\��

supplanted by U.S. Treasury note�V�����P�R�V�W�O�\���,���V�X�S�S�R�V�H���W�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�H�G�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�D�O�H���R�I���F�R�W�W�R�Q���´���7�K�H��

scout wanted to know �³�Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���S�D�U�W�L�H�V���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���8���6�����P�R�Q�H�\���R�E�W�D�L�Q�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\���D�V���S�D�\���I�R�U��

�F�R�W�W�R�Q���V�K�D�O�O���E�H���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���W�R���U�H�W�D�L�Q���D�Q�G���F�L�U�F�X�O�D�W�H���L�W���´���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���H�I�I�H�F�W���R�I���W�K�L�V���W�U�D�G�H���Z�D�V���³�W�K�H��

depreciation of our own currency and premium on that of the enemy which of course alienates 

�W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���I�U�R�P���R�X�U���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���E�L�Q�G�V���W�K�H�P���W�R���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\���´���,�Q October 1862, Robert Read, a 

�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���R�I���+�R�O�O�\���6�S�U�L�Q�J�V�����W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U���R�I���Q�R�U�W�K���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���F�R�W�W�R�Q���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���G�X�H���W�R its Memphis 

railroad connection, griped to Confederate Secretary of War George Randolph about the 

�³�X�Q�U�H�V�W�U�D�L�Q�H�G���L�Q�W�H�U�F�R�X�U�V�H���Z�L�W�K���0�H�P�S�K�L�V���´���+�H���E�O�D�P�H�G �0�H�P�S�K�L�V�¶���8�Q�L�R�Q���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�U���:�L�O�O�L�D�P���7����

Sherman for using commerce to lure Mississippians back into the Union. �³�6�K�H�U�P�D�Q���´���5�H�D�G��

                                                 
16 Bettersworth, Confederate Mississippi, 174-178; Smith, Mississippi in the Civil War, 134. 
17OR, ser.1, vol. 17, pt. 1, pg. 532. 
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�I�X�P�H�G�����³�F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���G�H�V�L�U�H���D���P�R�U�H���S�R�W�H�Q�W���D�J�H�Q�F�\���L�Q���R�X�U���P�L�G�V�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W���R�I���W�K�H���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���F�D�X�V�H��

than this rapidly increasing seduction of this entire range of country from the loyalty due to our 

�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���´��According to Read, the Memphis trade was �³�V�H�G�X�F�L�Q�J�« the citizens of this country 

�W�R���D���G�L�V�J�U�D�F�H�I�X�O���F�R�P�S�O�L�F�L�W�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���D�Y�R�Z���R�X�U���U�X�L�Q���´��In a letter to Governor Clark, Judge 

�5�R�E�H�U�W���+�X�G�V�R�Q���H�F�K�R�H�G���5�H�D�G�¶�V���V�H�Q�W�L�P�H�Q�W�V�����³�7�K�H���L�G�H�D���R�I���D�Q�\���R�I���R�X�U���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�U�D�G�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��

Yankees, while they are waging this unholy war, slaying our best & dearest flesh & blood, 

destroying our property, burning our homes, violating the persons of our women, [and] setting 

�R�X�U���Q�H�J�U�R�H�V���X�S���L�Q���D�U�P�V�«�L�V���D�W���R�Q�F�H���G�L�V�J�U�D�F�H�I�X�O���D�Q�G���X�Q�S�D�U�G�R�Q�D�E�O�H���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����+�X�G�V�R�Q���G�H�P�D�Q�G�H�G��

that �W�U�D�G�H�U�V���V�X�I�I�H�U���W�K�H���³�U�L�J�L�G���D�Q�G���S�U�R�P�S�W���L�Q�I�O�L�F�W�L�R�Q�´���R�I���³�W�K�H���V�H�Y�H�U�H�V�W���S�H�Q�D�O�W�L�H�V���´18 Such criticism 

framed the trade as a phenomenon that undermined Confederate independence and ingratiated 

Mississippians to Union authority. 

Mississippi Confederates frequently asserted that the contraband trade corrupted 

individuals into a treasonous submission to the Federals. Commenting on traders in southwestern 

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���L�Q���H�D�U�O�\���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���������������D���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�U���F�K�D�U�J�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V�«�L�Q��

conjunction with abolition speculators are actively engaged in endeavoring to supply the 

�)�H�G�H�U�D�O�V���Z�L�W�K���F�R�W�W�R�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�D�U�\���W�R���W�K�H���D�Y�R�Z�H�G���S�R�O�L�F�\���R�I���R�X�U���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���´���7�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�U���R�U�G�H�U�H�G���D�O�O��

�F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�U�V���W�R���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W���V�X�F�K���³�Q�H�I�D�U�L�R�X�V�´���D�Q�G���³�W�U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�H�´���W�U�D�I�I�L�F�����,�Q���-�X�O�\���������������Z�K�H�Q��

Confederate soldiers caught two Mississippians smuggling cotton to the Mississippi river and 

selling it at Memphis, the Panola Star �R�S�L�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�R�X�U���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���E�H���W�R�R���U�L�J�L�G��

with the black-hearted and avaricious traitors engaged in the base work of se�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´��

                                                 
18 C.R. Barteau to Daniel Ruggles, February 12, 1863, John C. Pemberton Papers, MLR PI101, box 2, entry 131, 
War Department Collection of Confederate Records, RG 109, National Archives and Records Administration 
(Hereafter cited as NARA); OR, ser. 1, vol. 52, pt. 2, pgs. 370-71; Robert S. Hudson to Charles Clark, June 13, 
�������������L�Q���-�D�P�H�V���:�����6�L�O�Y�H�U�����(�G�������³�7�K�H���%�U�H�D�N�G�R�Z�Q���R�I���0�R�U�D�O�H���L�Q���&�H�Q�W�U�D�O���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���L�Q���������������/�H�W�W�H�U�V���R�I���-�X�G�J�H���5�R�E�H�U�W���6����
�+�X�G�V�R�Q���´��Journal of Mississippi History 16 (April, 1964): 110; On Holly Springs see Ben Wynne, �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V��
Civil War: A Narrative History (Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 2006), 83-84.      
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The Meridian Daily Clarion proclaimed in 1864 that �³t�K�H���F�U�D�Y�L�Q�J�V���R�I���W�K�H���µ�W�U�D�G�L�Q�J �W�U�D�L�W�R�U�V�¶���D�U�H��

�U�D�S�L�G�O�\���R�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���´���D�Q�G���E�H�U�D�W�H�G���W�U�D�G�H�U�V���I�R�U���³�E�H�V�R�L�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���V�R�X�O�V���Z�L�W�K���<�D�Q�N�H�H���R�D�W�K�V����

bedizening their bodies with Yankee gew-gaws, gratifying their palates with Yankee viands, and 

�G�H�V�W�U�R�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���V�H�Q�V�H�V���Z�L�W�K���<�D�Q�N�H�H���Z�K�L�V�N�H�\���´���7�K�H���&�O�D�U�L�R�Q�¶�V editorial voiced a common 

complaint that traders bought personal luxury items at Union lines, and thereby put self interest 

above their Confederate allegiance.19 

The Daily Mississippian �V�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\���G�H�F�U�L�H�G���W�K�H���³�S�H�W�W�\���F�R�Q�W�U�D�E�D�Q�G�L�V�W���D�Q�G���V�P�X�J�J�O�H�U�´��

�L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���³�L�O�O�L�F�L�W�����F�O�D�Q�G�H�V�W�L�Q�H���W�U�D�G�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\�´���Z�K�R���³�W�D�N�H�V���D�O�O���F�K�D�Q�F�H�V���D�Q�G���U�X�Q�V���D�O�O��

�U�L�V�N�V�����Z�L�W�K���Q�R���R�W�K�H�U���R�E�M�H�F�W���L�Q���Y�L�H�Z���E�X�W���W�K�H���P�D�N�L�Q�J���R�I���P�R�Q�H�\���´20 Such charges accused traders of 

treason because, in trading with the enemy, they appeared to value the acquisition of money and 

�O�X�[�X�U�L�H�V���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V�����7�K�L�V���F�K�D�U�J�H���X�Q�G�H�U�O�D�\���D�Q�������������S�R�H�P���E�\���+�R�O�O�\���6�S�U�L�Q�J�V��

resident P.A. Willis, who echoed the Miss�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶ claims that traders elevated the pursuit of 

profits over the Confederate war effort: 

Veal, beef, pork, and sheep 
Wheat more plenty, corn more cheap 
Men more honest, true, and bold 
Less inclined to lie for gold 
More disposed our cause to aid 
By cutting short this Yankee trade 
Feed the widow and the wife 
Of him who daily risks his life 
In battle, or in the tented field 
And from all harm his children shield 
When this is done, the war will cease 
And heaven help a prosperous peace 

- �³�&�R�N�H�V�S�H�D�U�H�´  

�/�L�N�H���P�D�Q�\���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�����:�L�O�O�L�V���G�H�F�U�L�H�G���F�R�Q�W�U�D�E�D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H�U�V�¶���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���J�U�H�H�G�����Z�K�L�F�K���P�D�G�H���W�K�H�P��

�³�L�Q�F�O�L�Q�H�G���W�R���O�L�H���I�R�U���J�R�O�G���´���W�K�H�U�H�E�\���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���N�H�S�W���I�R�R�G���R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���K�D�Q�G�V��

                                                 
19 �5���0�����+�R�R�O���W�R���/���'���6�D�Q�G�L�G�J�H�����-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�����������������������3�H�P�E�H�U�W�R�Q���3�D�S�H�U�V�����³�&�D�X�J�K�W���D�W���7�K�H�L�U���7�U�L�F�N�V���´��Weekly Panola Star 
���3�D�Q�R�O�D�����0�6�������-�X�O�\�����������������������³�$���&�U�\�L�Q�J���(�Y�L�O���´��Daily Clarion (Meridian, MS), June 9, 1864. 
20 �³�%�O�R�F�N�D�G�H���5�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J�´��Daily Mississippian, Evening Edition (Jackson, MS), April 22, 1863. 
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of the wives and children of Confederate soldiers. By valuing profits and failing to make 

�V�D�F�U�L�I�L�F�H�V���I�R�U���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�¶���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�����:�L�O�O�L�V���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�U�D�G�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H��

cause.21 

Other Confederates extended these criticisms to soldiers, ostensibly the embodiments of 

Confederate loyalty, who succumbed to the trade. In November 1863, Colonel Frank Powers 

�U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���I�U�R�P���&�R�O�X�P�E�X�V�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���R�Q���³�W�K�H regular system of trade carried on between citizens, 

Confederate soldiers, and the enemy. Large quantities of cotton have found their way into the 

�H�Q�H�P�\�¶�V���O�L�Q�H�V�����J�X�D�U�G�H�G���E�\���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���´���%�U�L�J�D�G�L�H�U���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���*�H�R�U�J�H���+�R�G�J�H���V�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\��

�F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���D�E�R�X�W���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���W�R���S�X�Q�L�V�K���R�I�I�L�F�H�U�V���³�I�R�U���W�D�N�L�Q�J���E�U�L�E�H�V���W�R���S�D�V�V���F�R�W�W�R�Q���D�W���W�K�H���Y�H�U�\���S�R�L�Q�W�V���,��

�K�D�G���S�O�D�F�H�G���W�K�H�P���W�R���J�X�D�U�G���´���K�H���W�R�O�G���'�D�Y�L�V�����D�G�G�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�\�R�X���Z�L�O�O���S�H�U�K�D�S�V���D�J�U�H�H��with me that it was 

�Q�R�W���D�O�O���D�F�F�L�G�H�Q�W�D�O���´���6�W�D�W�L�R�Q�H�G���L�Q���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q���L�Q���O�D�W�H���������������&�D�S�W�D�L�Q���6�D�P���+�D�U�U�L�V��lamented to General 

�%�U�D�[�W�R�Q���%�U�D�J�J���W�K�D�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���³�W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���I�H�Z���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���D�O�R�Q�J���R�X�U���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W���V�R�O�G��

�F�R�W�W�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\�«�W�K�H���G�L�V�J�U�D�F�H�I�X�O���I�D�F�W���R�I���V�X�E�M�X�J�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���D�O�P�R�V�W���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���´���+�D�U�U�L�V���G�L�V�S�D�U�D�J�H�G��

government-sanctioned traders for depositing cotton at pre-arranged Union raiding points, and he 

singled out Confederate cavalry for taking bribes to ignore such collusion. These men, Harris 

�Q�R�W�H�G�����³�K�D�Y�H���W�K�H�L�U���S�U�L�F�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���E�O�R�F�N�D�G�H���U�X�Q�Q�H�U�V���N�Q�R�Z���Z�H�O�O���K�R�Z���W�R���S�D�\���L�W�����µ�$���S�D�L�U���R�I���E�R�R�W�V���D�Q�G��

�D���E�R�W�W�O�H���R�I���Z�K�L�V�N�H�\�¶���Z�L�O�O���V�F�D�U�F�H�O�\���H�Y�H�U���I�D�L�O�«�W�R���V�H�F�X�U�H���D���S�D�V�V�D�J�H���I�R�U���D���O�R�D�G���R�I���F�R�W�W�R�Q���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H��

�O�L�Q�H�V���´���,�Q���O�L�J�K�W���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���I�D�F�W�V�����+�D�U�U�L�V���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�O�\���S�U�R�K�L�E�L�W���W�K�H���W�U�D�G�H�����³�:�H���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H��

�E�H�H�Q���I�D�U���E�H�W�W�H�U���R�I�I���W�R�G�D�\���L�I���D�O�O���W�K�H���F�R�W�W�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�L�V���G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���G�H�V�W�U�R�\�H�G���W�Z�R���\�H�D�U�V���D�J�R���´��

he concluded. These officers considered the trade to be exceptionally demoralizing, because it 

                                                 
21 P.A. Willis to Sam Carey, December 3, 1863, Charles Nunnally Dean, Jr. Memorial Collection, #MUM00103, 
box 1, Archives and Special Collections, J.D. Williams Library, University of Mississippi, Oxford, Mississippi, 
(hereafter cited as UMASC). 
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corrupted Confederate soldiers, who should have been unwaveringly devoted to the southern 

cause.22    

In March 1863, cavalry scout R.H. Bowers blamed corrupt soldiers who refused to burn 

�F�R�W�W�R�Q���I�R�U���L�Q���W�X�U�Q���F�R�U�U�X�S�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�U�\�����H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�D�W���I�L�U�V�W���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���D�U�H���D�I�U�D�L�G���W�R���H�Q�J�D�J�H���L�Q��

the trade except within the lines, thinking it would be burnt, but after some of our soldiers got to 

�E�X�\�L�Q�J���	���V�H�O�O�L�Q�J���F�R�W�W�R�Q���P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���H�Q�J�D�J�H�G���L�Q���L�W���D�O�V�R���´���,�Q���������������W�H�D�F�K�H�U���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�H��

Seabury described the trade and its effects on Confederate soldiers on a �W�U�L�S���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V��

�Q�R�U�W�K���W�L�H�U�����³�$�O�O���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���U�R�D�G�V�L�G�H���Z�H�U�H���V�W�U�D�\���I�O�H�H�F�H�V���R�I���F�R�W�W�R�Q���± the remains of what had been 

sent clandestinely to Memphis �± �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���F�R�Y�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���Q�L�J�K�W�«�W�K�H�Q���F�D�U�U�L�H�G���W�R���W�K�H��

�<�D�Q�N�H�H���E�R�D�W�V���L�Q���V�P�D�O�O���T�X�D�Q�W�L�W�L�H�V���´���V�K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�(�Y�H�Q���V�R�P�H���>�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�@���D�U�P�\���R�I�I�L�F�H�U�V���´���6�H�D�E�X�U�\��

�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G�����³�Z�K�R���L�Q���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���Z�D�U�����µ�Z�R�X�O�G���J�L�Y�H���W�K�H�L�U���O�D�V�W���G�R�O�O�D�U���R�Q���W�K�H���D�O�W�D�U���R�I���W�K�H�L�U��

�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���¶���K�D�G���L�W���Z�D�V���V�D�L�G���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���J�R�O�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���K�D�Q�G�V���R�I���W�K�H���G�H�W�H�V�W�H�G���<�D�Q�N�H�H�V���± though their 

touch was thought such defilement �± �H�[�F�H�S�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�D�W���L�Q�F�R�U�U�X�S�W�L�E�O�H���P�H�G�L�X�P���´23 Such reports 

led many Confederate officials to demand that the trade be squelched because it corrupted 

soldiers and civilians alike into placing self over country, and it made Mississippi dependent on 

the Union. 

�/�L�N�H���Q�H�Z�V�S�D�S�H�U���H�G�L�W�R�U�L�D�O�V���W�K�D�W���S�R�L�Q�W�H�G���W�R���F�R�Q�W�U�D�E�D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H�U�V�¶���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���O�X�V�W���I�R�U���O�X�[�X�U�L�H�V���D�V��

proof of their valuing of self over nation, these officers implied a vision of complete nationalist 

devotion, predicated on the idea that an independent Confederacy should be economically self-

sufficient. Captain W.E. Montgomery, stationed along the Mississippi River in 1863, suggested 

�W�K�L�V���L�G�H�D�O���E�\���D�U�J�X�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���Z�D�\���W�R���V�W�R�S���W�K�H���W�U�D�G�H���Z�D�V���E�\���³�E�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���D�O�O���W�K�H���F�R�W�W�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H��

country except �H�Q�R�X�J�K���I�R�U���V�S�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V���´���0�R�Q�W�J�R�P�H�U�\���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���W�U�D�G�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q��

                                                 
22 OR, ser. 1, vol. 31, pt. 3, pg. 673, vol. 45, pt. 1, pg. 9, ser. 4, vol. 3, pgs. 646-648. 
23 R.H. Bowers to Thomas Henderson, March 25, 1863, Pemberton Papers; Suzanne L. Bunkers, ed. The Diary of 
Caroline Seabury, 1854-1863 (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1991), 100.   
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undermined an autonomous Confederacy that should subsist on homespun. Governor Charles 

Clark echoed this view in his 1863 Inaugural Address, describing how, among the most loyal 

Mississippi women, �³the spinning wheel is preferred to the harp, and the loom makes a music of 

loftier patriotism and inspiration than the keys of the piano.�´24 Clark emphasized that physically 

living loyalty on a daily basis, through the wearing of homespun, was superior to merely voicing 

loyalty through patriotic songs. He and other Confederate officials believed that patriotic 

Mississippians should embrace homespun in the name of southern independence, and that 

�F�R�Q�W�U�D�E�D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H�U�V�����L�Q���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�L�Q�J���D�O�O�H�J�H�G���O�X�[�X�U�L�H�V���O�L�N�H���Z�K�L�V�N�H�\���D�Q�G���³�J�H�Z-�J�D�Z�V�´���D�W���8�Q�L�R�Q���O�L�Q�H�V��

that did not aid the southern war effort, placed self-interest above what should be a resolute 

devotion to the Confederacy. These protective nationalists believed that only prohibiting illicit 

�W�U�D�G�H���Z�R�X�O�G���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�¶�V���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H�� 

Other Confederates couched criticisms of the trade in more qualified terms. They were 

willing to tolerate it to the extent that it allowed Mississippians to acquire perceived basic 

necessities, but decried as disloyal those who traded for supposed luxuries. One such instance 

involved Holly Springs resident William Crump, who regularly sent trainloads of cotton to 

Federal lines at Memphis and, in turn, imported what Inspector General Harvey Walter called 

�³�O�X�[�X�U�L�H�V���Q�R�W���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O���W�R���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���Z�H�O�I�D�U�H���´���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���O�D�U�J�H���V�K�L�S�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���Z�K�L�V�N�H�\�����:�D�O�W�H�U��

�D�F�F�X�V�H�G���&�U�X�P�S���R�I���P�D�N�L�Q�J���³�P�H�U�F�K�D�Q�G�L�V�H���R�I���W�U�H�D�V�R�Q���´���G�L�V�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K�L�Q�J���Z�K�D�W���K�H���S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H�G���W�R���E�H��

�&�U�X�P�S�¶�V���G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O���S�U�R�I�L�W�H�H�U�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���R�W�K�H�U���+�R�O�O�\���6�S�U�L�Q�J�V���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���³�Z�K�R�V�H���Z�D�Q�W�V���F�R�P�S�H�O���K�L�P���W�R��

                                                 
24 Capt. W.E. Montgomery to Charles Clark, November 25, 1863, Clark Correspondence, box 949; Inaugural 
Address of Governor Charles Clark, Journal of the House of Representatives of the State of Mississippi, December 
Secession of 1862, and November Secession of 1863, pg. 160.  Documenting the American South, Electronic 
Edition. Southern Historical Collection. University Library, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1999. 
http://docsouth.unc.edu/imls/msdec62/msdec62.html (Accessed April 26, 2012. Hereafter cited as Documenting the 
American South). 
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�V�H�Q�G���K�L�V���E�D�O�H���R�I���F�R�W�W�R�Q���W�R���0�H�P�S�K�L�V���W�R���S�U�R�F�X�U�H���W�K�H���I�R�R�G���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���I�R�U���H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���´25 Walter tried to 

distinguish the greedy Crump from others who frequented Union lines in the name of survival, 

but Mississippians often complicated such distinctions by trading under the mantle of necessity. 

�$�Q���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U���L�Q���%�U�D�Q�G�R�Q���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���Q�R�W�H�G���D�V���P�X�F�K�����³�,���D�P���Q�R�W���R�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���S�H�R�S�O�H���E�H�L�Q�J��

permitted to haul cotton to Tennse. [sic] and exchanging it for needed supplies���´���K�H���W�R�O�G���&�O�D�U�N����

�³�E�X�W���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D���U�H�J�X�O�D�U���W�U�D�I�I�L�F���R�I���V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���J�R�L�Q�J���R�Q�«�,�I���W�K�H�\���S�H�U���F�K�D�Q�F�H���W�R���K�D�Y�H���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���R�I��

�X�V�H�����W�K�H�\���Z�L�O�O���Q�R�W���V�H�O�O���L�W���I�R�U���P�R�Q�H�\�����E�X�W���Z�L�O�O���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���L�W���I�R�U���P�R�U�H���F�R�W�W�R�Q���´���$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q��

�H�F�K�R�H�G���W�K�L�V���S�R�L�Q�W�����V�W�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���H�[�F�X�V�H��for this traffic with the enemy was the necessity for 

�S�U�R�F�X�U�L�Q�J���I�R�R�G���D�Q�G���F�O�R�W�K�L�Q�J���I�R�U���I�D�P�L�O�\���X�V�H���D�Q�G���I�R�U���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���D�U�P�\���´���:�K�L�O�H��

�F�R�Q�F�H�G�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�L�W���V�R�P�H���L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���L�W���Z�D�V���W�U�X�H���´���K�H���D�G�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�L�Q���Y�H�U�\���P�D�Q�\���F�D�V�H�V���L�W���Z�D�V���I�R�U���W�K�H��

purpose of speculation and extortion, and to carry into Memphis such information as would be of 

�X�V�H���W�R���W�K�H���<�D�Q�N�H�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���I�X�W�X�U�H���U�D�L�G�V���´���7�K�H���5�H�Y�H�U�H�Q�G��Samuel Agnew noted that while many 

�W�U�D�G�H�U�V���E�R�X�J�K�W���F�R�U�Q�����D���V�F�D�U�F�L�W�\���L�Q���Q�R�U�W�K���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�����K�H���D�G�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�F�R�W�W�R�Q���V�H�H�P�Hd to be in 

�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�E�O�H���G�H�P�D�Q�G���E�\���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���Z�K�R���Z�L�V�K���W�R���J�R���W�R���0�H�P�S�K�L�V���W�R���J�H�W���J�U�R�F�H�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G���I�L�Q�H�U�\���´��

Another concerned citizen informed Secretary Seddon that traders exchanged cotton for 

�³�E�U�D�Q�G�L�H�V�����Z�L�Q�H�V�����D�Q�G���I�O�L�P�V�\���J�H�Z�J�D�Z�V���W�K�D�W���E�U�L�Q�J���H�[�R�U�E�L�W�D�Q�W���S�U�L�F�H�V���´���E�X�W���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���E�D�F�N���³�O�L�W�W�O�H���L�Q��

�D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�G�X�F�H���V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�W�L�D�O���J�R�R�G���´26 In many cases, ardent Confederates struggled to 

differentiate between traders whom they believed operated out of pure self-interest, and others 

who seemed to be loyal Confederates, but for whom ties to self and family needed addressing 

through permission to trade. 

                                                 
25 OR, ser. 1, vol. 49, pt. 1, pg. 950. 
26 T.G. Braskings to Charles Clark, September 28, 1864, Clark Correspondence, box 950; OR, ser. 1, vol. 32, pt. 3, 
pg. 634; Diary of Samuel Andrew Agnew, November 26, 1863, Documenting the American South, 
http://docsouth.unc.edu/imls/agnew/agnew.html. (accessed August 20, 2009); OR, ser. 4, vol. 2, pg. 585. 
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�:�K�H�W�K�H�U���R�U���Q�R�W���W�R���D�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�H���S�H�R�S�O�H�V�¶���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V���E�\���S�H�U�P�L�W�W�L�Q�J���V�R�P�H���I�R�U�P���R�I��

�O�L�P�L�W�H�G���W�U�D�G�H���S�U�R�Y�H�G���H�[�F�H�H�G�L�Q�J�O�\���G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W���I�R�U���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V�����³Trade with the enemy is 

universal. The temptations to fraud are overwhelming���´���V�W�D�W�H�G���D�Q�������������&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���7�U�H�D�V�X�U�\��

�U�H�S�R�U�W���I�U�R�P���&�R�O�X�P�E�X�V�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�����³�'�R���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���D�Q�\���E�O�R�F�N�D�G�H���U�X�Q�Q�H�U�V���L�Q���\�R�X�U���F�R�X�Q�W�\�"�´���1�R�U�W�K��

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���0�����+�D�L�U�V�W�R�Q���D�V�N�H�G���K�H�U���Q�L�H�F�H�����³�7�K�H�U�H���L�V���D���J�R�R�G���G�H�D�O���R�I it done in this [region] 

�	���R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���W�K�H�\���J�H�W���F�D�X�J�K�W���´���V�K�H���D�G�G�H�G�����G�H�V�F�U�L�E�L�Q�J���D���'�U�����0�H�D�Q�V���Z�K�R���³�V�W�D�U�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D���O�R�D�G���R�I��

�F�R�W�W�R�Q���W�R�Z�D�U�G���0�H�P�S�K�L�V�´���E�X�W���Z�K�R���³�Z�D�V���V�W�R�S�S�H�G���D�W���2�[�I�R�U�G�����W�H�D�P���D�Q�G���Z�D�J�R�Q���F�R�Q�I�L�V�F�D�W�H�G���	��

�K�L�P�V�H�O�I���R�U�G�H�U�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���D�U�P�\���´27 �7�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���L�Q�G�H�H�G���³�D���J�R�R�G���G�H�D�O�´���R�I���W�U�D�G�L�Q�J���D�P�R�Q�J���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L��

�F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V�����G�H�V�S�L�W�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V�¶���W�K�U�H�D�W�V���W�R���D�U�U�H�V�W���Vuch transgressors. 

Occasionally traders were caught in the act, but enforcement was never sufficient to stop 

it. Some Confederate officials thought the temptation to trade corrupted individuals like 

Lowndes County minister, T.C. Teasdale. According to General Ruggles, Teasdale went to 

�0�H�P�S�K�L�V���L�Q���O�D�W�H���������������³�S�U�H�D�F�K�H�G���W�K�H�U�H�����E�U�R�X�J�K�W���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���R�X�U���O�L�Q�H�V�����D�Q�G���V�R�O�G���W�K�H�P���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W��

the cognizance of the proper �D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���´���,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���U�H�Y�H�U�H�Q�G���D�O�V�R���R�E�W�D�L�Q�H�G���D���W�U�D�G�L�Q�J���S�D�V�V��

�I�R�U���/�R�Z�Q�G�H�V���&�R�X�Q�W�\���P�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W���/�H�Z�L�V���5�D�Z�L�W�F�K�����I�R�U���Z�K�L�F�K���5�D�Z�L�W�F�K���S�D�L�G���7�H�D�V�G�D�O�H�������������������³�7�K�L�V��

�F�O�H�U�J�\�P�D�Q���´���5�X�J�J�O�H�V���Q�R�W�H�G�����³�L�V���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�G���D�V���D���W�U�D�Y�H�O�L�Q�J���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�D�U�\�«�K�D�Y�L�Q�J���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R��

headquarters of our armies and moving to and fro, while circumstances indicate his doubtful 

�O�R�\�D�O�W�\���´���,�Q���D���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W�����&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�F�R�X�W�V���F�D�X�J�K�W���&�D�U�U�R�O�O���&�R�X�Q�W�\���S�K�\�V�L�F�L�D�Q���+���3�����$�W�N�L�Q�V��

at a Bolivar County river point exchanging seventy-five bales of cotton for gold and greenbacks 

�Z�L�W�K���V�X�V�S�H�F�W�H�G���I�R�U�J�H�G���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���S�D�S�H�U�V�����³�,���D�P���D�O�P�R�V�W���V�D�W�L�V�I�L�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�L�V���S�D�S�H�U�V���D�U�H���Q�R�W��

                                                 
27 J. D. B. DeBow to C.G. Memminger, April 9, �������������³�5�H�S�R�U�W���R�Q���W�K�H���&�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���&�R�W�W�R�Q�����&�R�Q�W�L�J�X�R�X�V��
�W�R���W�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���D�Q�G���L�W�V���7�U�L�E�X�W�D�U�L�H�V���´��Documenting the American South, 
http://docsouth.unc.edu/imls/cotton/cotton.html. (Accessed September 18, 2009); M. Hairston to Niece, April 18, 
1864, Wilson and Hairston Family Papers, 1751-1928, Southern Historical Collection, Wilson Library, University of 
North Carolina,  Chapel Hill (hereafter cited as SHC).   
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�J�H�Q�X�L�Q�H���´���W�K�H���V�F�R�X�W���O�H�D�G�H�U���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�����³�D�Q�G���,���P�R�V�W���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�I�X�O�O�\���D�V�N���W�R���E�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���K�H���L�V���L�Q��

fact authorized to do such things as are here r�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���´��Laws permitting a regulated, government-

approved trade attempted to benefit the Confederacy while hedging against supposed personal 

enrichment. Judge Advocate R.J. Morgan reiterated this point to General Leonidas Polk in 1864. 

�³�7�K�L�V���S�H�U�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���>�Wo trade] is to be granted for the benefit of the army and not for personal 

advantage or private speculation and can not therefore be given to individuals for procuring their 

�R�Z�Q���R�U���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�K�R�R�G���V�X�S�S�O�L�H�V���´���K�H���Q�R�W�H�G��28 In restricting the trade for military purposes, Morgan 

wrestled with a variation of the same necessity argument that challenged commanders on the 

ground. Demarcating local loyalties from national ones was as difficult as banning the trade 

altogether. 

�/�R�F�D�O���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V���R�I�W�H�Q���G�U�R�Y�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���S�O�Dnters, especially those living in the delta 

region with easy access to the Mississippi River, to trade with the Federals. Most were wealthy 

men who in theory could not believably claim the mantle of necessity, and their behavior irked 

Confederate military �D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V�����Z�K�R���D�F�F�X�V�H�G���W�K�H�P���R�I���S�U�R�I�L�W�H�H�U�L�Q�J���D�W���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V���H�[�S�H�Q�V�H�����,�Q��

April 1862, General Dabney Maury told a Confederate captain in Memphis to inform planters 

�D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���5�L�Y�H�U���E�D�Q�N�V���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U���L�V���Q�R�Z���R�S�H�Q���W�R���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��interests 

�R�I���R�X�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���G�H�P�D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���V�K�D�O�O���D�W���R�Q�F�H���G�H�V�W�U�R�\���D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�W�W�R�Q���´���7�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���I�D�L�O�H�G���W�R��

comply were to have their cotton confiscated and burnt. Despite this policy, a pair of 1862 

�U�H�S�R�U�W�V���V�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���K�H�V�L�W�D�W�H���W�R���E�X�U�Q���F�R�W�W�R�Q���´���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���)�H�G�H�U�D�O�V��

�Z�H�U�H���³�V�X�J�D�U-�F�R�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V�����R�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���D�P�S�O�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���D�O�O���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���´���,�Q��

�)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���������������D���S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���U�D�Q�J�H�U���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�H�G���L�Q���3�D�Q�R�O�D���&�R�X�Q�W�\���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�L�V��

vicinity have sent a�Q�G���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���V�H�Q�G���F�R�W�W�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\���´���Z�K�L�O�H���/�L�H�X�W�H�Q�D�Q�W���&�R�O�R�Q�H�O���6���:����

                                                 
28 OR, ser. 1, vol. 31, pt. 3, pgs. 693-694; vol. 39, pgs. 231-232; 1860 U.S. Census, Lowndes and Carroll Counties, 
Mississippi, T.C. Teasdale, Lewis Rawitch, H.P. Atkins, digital images, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com/: 
accessed  July 8, 2011); R.J. Morgan to Lt. Gen. Polk, April 30, 1864, Clark Correspondence, box 949, MDAH. 
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�)�H�U�J�X�V�R�Q���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�D�O�P�R�V�W���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���S�R�U�W�L�R�Q���R�I���%�R�O�L�Y�D�U���D�Q�G���W�K�H��

�Z�K�R�O�H���R�I���&�R�D�K�R�P�D���L�V���H�Q�J�D�J�H�G���L�Q���W�K�L�V���G�L�V�J�U�D�F�H�I�X�O���W�U�D�I�I�L�F���´���7�K�D�W���V�D�P�H���P�R�Q�W�K�����W�U�R�R�S�V���F�R�Q�I�L�V�F�Dted 

�Z�D�J�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���P�X�O�H�V���K�D�X�O�L�Q�J���F�R�W�W�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���5�L�Y�H�U�����Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H�\���G�H�H�P�H�G���³�D�Q���D�F�W���W�K�D�W��

�F�D�Q�Q�R�W���E�H���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�H�G���R�W�K�H�U�Z�L�V�H���W�K�D�Q���I�R�U���W�U�D�G�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���<�D�Q�N�H�H���E�R�D�W�V���´���7�K�H���Z�D�J�R�Q�V���E�H�O�R�Q�J�H�G���W�R��

Bolivar County planter Reuben Starke, who, previous to this incident, �³�K�D�G���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���V�H�Q�W���R�I�I���R�Q�H��

�E�R�D�W���O�R�D�G���R�I���F�R�W�W�R�Q���´���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���L�V�V�X�H�G���D���Z�D�U�U�D�Q�W���I�R�U���6�W�D�U�N�H�¶�V���D�U�U�H�V�W���E�X�W���Z�H�U�H���X�Q�D�E�O�H���W�R��

locate him. Starke also traded alongside fellow Bolivar county residents D.W. Davis and a Mr. 

Hammond. In late February 1863, Conf�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���S�H�U�V�R�Q�Q�H�O���I�R�X�Q�G���³�I�R�X�U���P�X�O�H���Z�D�J�R�Q�V���D�Q�G��

�W�H�D�P�V���O�R�D�G�H�G���Z�L�W�K���������E�D�O�H�V���R�I���F�R�W�W�R�Q�´���D�W���%�R�O�L�Y�D�U���&�R�X�Q�W�\�¶�V���&�R�Q�F�R�U�G�L�D���%�D�\�R�X���O�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�����Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H�\��

quickly learned belonged to the three men.29  

Through trading with the Union, many Mississippi planters protested the Confederate 

�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���R�I���E�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���F�R�W�W�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�X�V�����L�W�V���S�R�O�L�F�\���R�I���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P�����,�Q���O�D�W�H��

1863, after observing planter activity in the Delta, quartermaster A.M. Paxton told Davis that 

�³�W�K�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´���I�H�G���X�S���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���³�H�[�W�R�U�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G��

�L�Q�K�R�V�S�L�W�D�O�L�W�\�´���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�����S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G���W�R���³�U�D�L�V�H���F�R�W�W�R�Q���D�Q�G���R�S�H�Q���D���W�U�D�G�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��

�H�Q�H�P�\���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U���´���7�K�H���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V�¶���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���Z�H�U�H���V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W�I�R�U�Z�D�U�G�����,�Q���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���I�R�U��

keeping guerillas at bay, �8�Q�L�R�Q���I�R�U�F�H�V���J�D�Y�H���W�K�H�P���³�Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���D�Q�G��

�S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�´���D�Q�G���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���W�K�H�P���W�R���³�H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���J�R�R�G�V���I�R�U���F�R�W�W�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U-�E�D�Q�N���´30 These planters 

were concerned about their property and financial well-being, and wanted to keep business going 

even if doing so meant associating with the enemy. 

                                                 
29 OR, ser. 1, vol. 10, pt. 2, pgs. 451, 455, 515-516; W.C. Haywell to T.C. Tusser, February February 9, 1863, S.W. 
Ferguson to J.J. Rund, February 15, 1863; S.W. Ferguson to J.J. Rund, February 17, 1863, all in Pemberton Papers; 
1860 U.S. Census and Slave Schedules, Bolivar County, Mississippi, R.O. Starke, D.W. Davis, digital images, 
Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com/: accessed  July 25, 2011); James Lewis to S.W. Tingman, February 19, 
1863, Pemberton Papers. 
30 OR, ser. 1, vol. 31, pt. 3, pg. 690.  
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Planter-politician James Lusk Alcorn, who had never warmed to the idea of the 

Confederacy, led as it was by his political enemy, Jefferson Davis, openly refused to give up 

�³�H�Y�H�U�\���F�R�P�I�R�U�W���D�W���K�R�P�H���´���D�Q�G���P�L�Q�F�Hd no words about his desire to reap personal profits by 

trading at Union lines. An active Whig in antebellum politics, Alcorn fought to preserve the 

Union during the 1850 secession crisis, a position he maintained during the crisis of 1860-61 

until the futility of further resistance drove him to cast a secession vote. Afterwards, he was 

elected a brigadier general of Mississippi state troops, whom he led into Kentucky in 1862 

without seeing action. When state troops became part of the Confederate army, however, Davis, 

�G�R�X�E�W�L�Q�J���$�O�F�R�U�Q�¶�V���O�R�\�D�O�W�\�����U�H�Y�R�N�H�G���K�L�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�V�K�L�S�����$�O�F�R�U�Q���V�S�H�Q�W���P�X�F�K���R�I���W�K�H���Z�D�U���W�U�D�G�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K��

the Union on his Coahoma County plantation.31 

�,�Q���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U���������������$�O�F�R�U�Q���W�R�O�G���K�L�V���Z�L�I�H���W�K�D�W���K�H���³�E�H�F�D�P�H���V�R���I�O�X�V�K���R�I���I�X�Q�G�V�´���E�\���V�H�O�O�L�Q�J��

eighty bales of cott�R�Q���D�Q�G���Q�H�W�W�L�Q�J���R�Y�H�U���������������������+�H���K�R�S�H�G���W�R���V�H�O�O���³�D���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G���E�D�O�H�V���P�R�U�H���´���D�G�G�L�Q�J��

�W�K�D�W���³���,���V�H�O�O���P�\���F�R�W�W�R�Q���D�W���������F�H�Q�W�V���S�H�U���S�R�X�Q�G���D�Q�G���D�P���S�D�L�G���L�Q���µ�J�U�H�H�Q�E�D�F�N�V�¶���V�X�F�K���D�V���,���V�H�Q�G���\�R�X���D�Q�G��

with this I can buy in Memphis, Confederate money by the sacks full at from thirty to forty cents 

�L�Q���W�K�H���G�R�O�O�D�U���´���$�O�F�R�U�Q���V�P�X�J�J�O�H�G���K�L�V���F�R�W�W�R�Q���S�U�L�P�D�U�L�O�\���D�W���Q�L�J�K�W�����Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U���V�K�R�U�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H��

�<�D�Q�N�H�H�V���W�R���D�U�U�L�Y�H���Z�L�W�K���S�D�\�P�H�Q�W�����$�Q�G���K�H���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���D�O�R�Q�H�����³�7�K�H���V�P�X�J�J�O�L�Q�J���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���K�D�V���Q�R�Z��

become popular and people are beginning openly to trade���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����Q�R�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���&�R�P�S�D�Q�\���%���R�I��

the 18th �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���&�D�Y�D�O�U�\���3�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���5�D�Q�J�H�U�V���W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�L�O�\���G�L�V�E�D�Q�G�H�G���I�R�U���W�Z�R���Z�H�H�N�V���D�Q�G���³�Z�H�Q�W��

�L�Q�W�R���D���U�H�J�X�O�D�U���W�U�D�G�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���<�D�Q�N�H�H�V�´���W�R���J�H�W���V�D�O�W�����³�,���Z�D�V���D�W���'�H�O�W�D���D���I�H�Z���Q�L�J�K�W�V���V�L�Q�F�H���Z�K�H�Q���Q�H�D�U��

four hundred bales of cotton were openly sold and full fifty men were on the bank participating. 

�7�K�H�U�H���L�V���V�F�D�U�F�H�O�\���D�Q���H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�\���´���K�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G�����$�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H�V�H���P�H�Q���Z�H�U�H���&�R�D�K�R�P�D��

County residents James Pettit, B.A. Simms, Isaac Hull, John Miller, John Jones and William 

Atkinson, all of whom were planters with extensive land and slaveholdings except Pettit, a 
                                                 
31 Percy L. Rainwater, ed., �³�/�H�W�W�H�U�V���R�I���-�D�P�H�V���/�X�V�N���$�O�F�R�U�Q���´��Journal of Southern History 3 (May, 1937): 196-197.  
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�I�D�U�P�H�U���Z�K�R���R�Z�Q�H�G���I�R�X�U���V�O�D�Y�H�V�����³�<�R�X���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���K�R�Z���W�K�H�\���R�Q�F�H���W�D�O�N�H�G���´���$�O�F�R�U�Q���H�[�F�O�D�L�P�H�G����

�U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V�¶���I�R�U�P�H�U���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�L�V�W���V�H�Q�W�L�P�H�Q�W�����³�,�W���Z�R�X�O�G���D�V�W�R�Q�L�V�K���\�R�X���W�R���Z�L�W�Qess the 

�U�H�D�F�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���>�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�@���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���R�X�W���R�Q���W�K�H���K�L�O�O�V�����,���D�P���W�R�O�G�����D�U�H���I�X�U�L�R�X�V���´32  

Alcorn himself made no such reversals of opinion, and blamed his political enemies for 

�E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�������³�,���V�R�X�J�K�W���W�R���D�Y�R�L�G���W�K�L�V���W�H�U�U�L�E�O�H���Z�D�U�����E�Xt the wild mania had 

seized upon the passions of the southern people, when I would point them to the coming danger 

�W�K�H�\���Z�R�X�O�G���O�D�X�J�K���L�Q���G�H�U�L�V�L�R�Q���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H���L�Q���K�L�V���G�L�D�U�\�����+�H���K�D�G���V�W�U�R�Q�J�H�U���Z�R�U�G�V���I�R�U���'�D�Y�L�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U��

�'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�V���Z�K�R���E�H�F�D�P�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V�����³�2�K�����F�X�U�V�H the democratic party for the ruin they have 

�E�U�R�X�J�K�W���P�H���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����F�D�O�O�L�Q�J���'�D�Y�L�V���W�K�H���'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�V�¶���³�G�H�P�L�J�R�G���´���D�Q�G���D���³�P�L�V�H�U�D�E�O�H�����V�W�X�S�L�G�����R�Q�H-

�H�\�H�G�����G�\�V�S�H�S�W�L�F�����D�U�U�R�J�D�Q�W���W�\�U�D�Q�W�´���Z�K�R���³�G�U�D�Z�V���K�L�V���W�Z�H�Q�W�\���I�L�Y�H���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G���D���\�H�D�U�����D�Q�G���E�R�D�V�W�V���R�I���W�K�H��

future grandeur of the �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���Z�K�L�F�K���K�H���K�D�V���U�X�L�Q�H�G�«�O�H�W���P�H���O�L�Y�H���W�R���V�H�H���K�L�P���G�D�P�Q�H�G�����D�Q�G���V�X�Q�N��

�L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���O�R�Z�H�V�W���K�H�O�O���´���1�R�Q�H�W�K�H�O�H�V�V�����$�O�F�R�U�Q���K�D�G���O�L�W�W�O�H���O�R�Y�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���L�Q�Y�D�G�L�Q�J���)�H�G�H�U�D�O�V�����+�H���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R��

�S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H���W�K�H���2�O�G���6�R�X�W�K�¶�V���V�R�F�L�D�O���R�U�G�H�U�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���K�L�V���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���Z�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���K�L�V���I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V���Z�Hll -being 

that war and Union invasion threatened. Doing so meant keeping business going, war or not.33 

When contemplating whether or not to leave Mississippi for Alabama to join his wife, 

�$�O�F�R�U�Q���W�R�O�G���K�H�U���W�K�D�W���³�,���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���W�K�L�Q�N���R�I���L�W�����W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���W�R���D�E�D�Q�G�R�Q���Dll our home estate. I think I 

can save many thousands by remaining. Duty to yourself and to our children requires that I 

�V�K�R�X�O�G���V�D�Y�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���Z�U�H�F�N���Z�K�D�W���,���F�D�Q���´���+�H���D�Y�R�L�G�H�G���D���Z�U�H�F�N���D�Q�G���P�R�U�H�����L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�U�L�F�H���S�D�L�G��

for his cotton and procuring fineries for his daughters. In 1864, his two older daughters shopped 

�I�R�U���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���L�Q���R�F�F�X�S�L�H�G���0�H�P�S�K�L�V�����³�,���Z�L�O�O���V�H�Q�G���\�R�X���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���,���F�D�Q���D�Q�G���V�K�R�X�O�G���,���G�L�V�S�R�V�H���R�I��

                                                 
32 �-�D�P�H�V���/�����$�O�F�R�U�Q���W�R���:�L�I�H�����1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U�����������������������L�Q���5�D�L�Q�Z�D�W�H�U�����H�G�������³�/�H�W�W�H�U�V���R�I���-�D�P�H�V���/�X�V�N���$�O�F�R�U�Q���´������-200; 1860 
U.S. Census and Slave Schedules, Coahoma County, Mississippi, J.T. Pettit, B.A. Sims, Isaac Hull, John Miller, 
John Jones, W.H. Atkinson, digital images, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com/: accessed  July 26, 2011). 
33 James Lusk Alcorn Diary, March 5, 1863, in James Lusk Alcorn and Family Papers, Z/0317.000, ser. 1, box 1, 
�0�'�$�+�����)�R�U���P�R�U�H���R�Q���$�O�F�R�U�Q�¶�V���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V�����Vee Lilian A. Pereyra, James Lusk Alcorn: Persistent Whig (Baton Rouge: 
Louisiana State University Press, 1966). 
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�P�\���F�R�W�W�R�Q���L�Q���W�L�P�H���Z�L�O�O���F�R�P�H���P�\�V�H�O�I���´���K�H���W�R�O�G���K�L�V���Z�L�I�H�����³�,���Z�L�V�K�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�R���I�L�O�O���P�\���S�R�F�N�H�W���± and 

should the war continue, we will spend our summer in New York �± and leave them to fight who 

�P�D�G�H���W�K�H���I�L�J�K�W���´34 �$�O�F�R�U�Q�¶�V���G�L�V�G�D�L�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\���O�H�I�W���K�L�P���Q�R���T�X�D�O�P�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�U�D�G�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K��

the Federals, but personal and family interests primarily motivated him to keep the cotton 

�E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���J�R�L�Q�J�����7�R���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V�����$�O�F�R�U�Q�¶�V���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���I�H�O�O���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�U�H�D�V�R�Q�����E�X�W���$�O�F�R�U�Q��

himself traded with a clear conscience, refusing to follow the laws of what he considered to be an 

illegitimate government.  

Trading was justifiable to individuals like Alcorn who held no loyalty to the 

Confederacy, but self-proclaimed Confederate citizens such as Samuel Agnew struggled to 

�P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���D���S�X�U�H�����Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W���G�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q���D�P�L�G���W�K�H���W�U�D�G�H�¶�V���W�H�P�S�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����,�Q��������������Agnew criticized his 

neighbor, Martha Hannah, for trading in Federal lines at Corinth and Memphis. To get through 

the lines, Hannah swore she was from Tennessee rather than Mississippi, prompting Agnew to 

�V�F�R�I�I�����³I do not know that much dependence is to be placed in her statements, for anybody who 

would go to Memphis and swear a lie will with as little compunction come home and tell a lie.�´��

�1�R�W�Z�L�W�K�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���K�L�V���G�L�V�D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O���R�Y�H�U���+�D�Q�Q�D�K�¶�V���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����$�J�Q�H�Z���Q�R�W�H�G���D�W���R�Q�H���S�R�L�Q�W���W�K�D�W���V�K�H���³gave 

me some items from the Federal lines.�  ́Indeed, Agnew and his relatives visited the Hannahs on 

�P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���R�Q�H���R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q���³�W�R��see if they could not get anything or rather something out their 

Memphis stocks which they needed.�´���2�Q���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q�����K�H���K�D�G���D���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U���E�U�L�Q�J���K�L�P���V�X�J�D�U����

coffee, and French calico from Memphis.35 �7�K�H���F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���$�J�Q�H�Z�¶�V���S�D�W�U�L�R�W�L�V�P���D�Q�G���K�L�V��

desire to get goods from Union lines reveals how loyalties to self and family were strong 

motivators even among nationalist-minded Mississippians. 

                                                 
34 James L. Alcorn to Wife, �0�D�U�F�K�����������������������'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�����������������������0�D�\���������������������L�Q���5�D�L�Q�Z�D�W�H�U�����H�G�������³�/�H�W�W�H�U�V���R�I���-�D�P�H�V��
�/�X�V�N���$�O�F�R�U�Q���´������������������������������ 
35 Samuel Agnew Diary, October 21, November 12, 13 1863, May 28, 1864, Documenting the American South. 
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This was also the case with Augustus Vaughn, a pro-Confederate resident of Goodman, 

�+�R�O�P�H�V���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�����Z�K�R���F�D�O�O�H�G���W�K�H���)�H�G�H�U�D�O�V���³�V�F�R�X�Q�G�U�H�O�V���´���\�H�W���V�W�L�O�O���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R���V�K�R�S���D�W��

their lines. In September 1864, Vaughn wrote to his brother-in-law, Louisiana businessman 

Richard Simpson, instructing him to buy a host of items in Federally-occupied New Orleans. 

�7�K�H�V�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���³�D���Q�L�F�H���V�X�L�W���R�I���G�D�U�N���&�D�V�V�L�P�H�U�H���F�O�R�W�K�H�V�����D���G�D�U�N���K�H�D�Y�\���I�U�R�F�N���R�Y�H�U�F�R�D�W�«�>�D�@���G�R�]�����I�L�Q�H��

�Z�K�L�W�H���V�K�L�U�W�V�´���D�Q�G���W�K�U�H�H���G�U�H�V�V�H�V���³�R�I���G�D�U�N���&�D�O�L�F�R�´���I�R�U���K�L�V���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�����7�R���V�P�X�J�J�O�H���W�K�H�V�H���L�W�H�P�V����

Vaughn told Simp�V�R�Q���W�R���³�J�H�W���D���S�H�U�P�L�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���3�U�R�Y�R�V�W���0�D�U�V�K�D�O���D�W���$�P�L�W�H���&�L�W�\���± taking up those 

goods to exchange for flour for your own family use. Also bring your exemption papers as mail 

�&�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�R�U���D�Q�G���\�R�X���Z�L�O�O���K�D�Y�H���Q�R���W�U�R�X�E�O�H���´���9�D�X�J�K�Q���E�O�X�Q�W�O�\���D�G�P�L�W�W�H�G���Z�K�\���K�H���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���D�U�W�Lcles from 

�8�Q�L�R�Q���O�L�Q�H�V�����G�H�V�S�L�W�H���K�L�V���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�\�P�S�D�W�K�L�H�V�������³�5�H�P�H�P�E�H�U����my taste is fastidious. I want nice 

�J�R�R�G�V���´���K�H���W�R�O�G���6�L�P�S�V�R�Q��36 �7�K�H���Z�D�U�¶�V���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���G�U�R�Y�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���O�L�N�H���$�J�Q�H�Z���D�Q�G���9�D�X�J�K�Q���W�R��

engage in what they understood as disloyal behavior in order to continue participating in the 

market economy. 

Other Mississippians displayed the same contradictions when it came to the trade. Eliza 

Sively of Raymond, Mississippi, complained about contraband traders to her daughter, Jane, a 

schoolgirl in Alabama. In 1864 a local girl failed to procure a new wedding dress from 

�9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���P�D�U�U�\���D���P�D�Q���Z�K�R�P���6�L�Y�O�H�\���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���D���³�G�L�V�V�L�S�D�W�H�G���V�F�D�P�S���´���³�3�R�R�U���J�L�U�O���´��

�V�K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�L�W���D�S�S�H�D�U�V���W�K�D�W���>�P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H�@���L�V���D�O�O���W�K�H���J�L�U�O�V���W�K�L�Q�N���R�I�����D�Q�G���I�L�Q�H���G�U�H�V�V�H�V�������7�K�H�\���D�U�H���D�V���F�U�D�]�\��

�D�E�R�X�W���<�D�Q�N�H�H���J�R�R�G�V���D�V���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���W�R���P�D�U�U�\�����>�W�K�H�\�@���G�R�Q�¶�W���D�S�S�H�D�U���W�R���W�K�L�Q�N���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���%�U�R�W�K�H�U�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H��

�H�Q�G�X�U�L�Q�J���D�O�O���N�L�Q�G�V���R�I���K�D�U�G�V�K�L�S�V�����Q�R�U���W�K�H���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´���6�L�Y�H�O�\���L�Q�Y�R�N�H�G���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H��

nationalism to criticize women who sacrificed Confederate independence by trading with the 

                                                 
36 Augustus Vaughn to Sallie Simpson, August 11, 1864; Augustus Vaughn to Richard Simpson, September 18, 
1864, Simpson and Brumby Family Papers, 1847-1945, folder 2, subseries 1.1, 01408-z, SHC.   
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Union. By refusing to disavow ill begotten market goods, she believed that they failed to match 

the sacrifices of soldiers like her son, William.37 

 Despite her criticisms of others, however, Sively also traded with the Federals. In a 

�-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�������������O�H�W�W�H�U���W�R���-�D�Q�H�����V�K�H���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G�����³�Z�H���F�D�Q�¶�W���J�H�W���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���0�H�P�S�K�L�V��now, I will try 

and get some greenbacks and get you some muslins from Vicksburg, you ought not to wear all 

�\�R�X�U���F�O�R�W�K�H�V���D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H�P���D�O�O���U�X�L�Q�H�G���´���+�H�U���U�H�I�X�V�D�O���W�R���O�H�W���K�H�U���G�Dughter go without nice clothes 

contrasted sharply with her chiding of other women who traded for the same reason. In April 

1864, Sively�¶�V���V�L�V�W�H�U �E�U�R�X�J�K�W���K�H�U���³�W�Z�R���F�D�O�L�F�R���G�U�H�V�V���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�V�����W�Z�R���S�D�L�U���V�K�R�H�V�����W�Z�R���F�R�U�V�H�W�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H��

bulk goods for the [horse] riding �V�X�L�W�´���I�U�R�P���0�H�P�S�K�L�V�����/�D�W�H�U���W�K�D�W���P�R�Q�W�K�����6�L�Y�H�O�\�¶�V���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U����

Sallie, seeking flour and other supplies for the Sively household, was part of the large crowd that 

�Z�D�V���³�J�R�L�Q�J���L�Q���H�Y�H�U�\���G�D�\�´���W�R���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J�����³�D���J�U�H�D�W���P�D�Q�\�´���R�I���Z�K�R�P���³�V�R�O�G���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�W�W�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H��

�<�D�Q�N�H�H�V���´���,�Q���0�D�\���������������6�L�Y�H�O�\���W�R�O�G���K�H�U���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���W�K�D�W���³�6�D�O�O�L�H���J�R�W���\�R�X���D���U�L�W�H���S�U�H�W�W�\���S�L�Q�N���P�X�V�O�L�Q��

when she went to the Yankee City, [and] decked herself out in grand stile [sic], had her a 

�E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O���G�U�H�V�V���P�D�G�H���W�K�H�U�H���´38 �+�H�U���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���Q�R�W�Z�L�W�K�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�����6�L�Y�H�O�\�¶�V���Gesire for fine 

goods led her to engage in what she considered to be treasonous activity when done by other 

people. 

Like Sively, plenty of other Mississippians were lured by the contraband trade even as 

they espoused Confederate sympathies. In early 1863, in response to several pro-Union northern 

�Q�H�Z�V�S�D�S�H�U���H�G�L�W�R�U�L�D�O�V�����$�P�D�Q�G�D���:�R�U�W�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�����D���:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�¶�V���Z�L�I�H�����L�Q�Y�R�N�H�G���D�Q��

�H�[�W�U�H�P�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�����³�5�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���J�R���E�D�F�N���L�Q�W�R���D���X�Q�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���V�X�F�K���S�H�R�S�O�H���,��

would have every man, woman and child �L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\���N�L�O�O�H�G���´���V�K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����,�Q���W�K�L�V��

passionate moment, Worthington preferred death over a loss of independence, but such rhetoric 

                                                 
37 Eliza H.B. Sively to Jane Sivley, April 30, 1864, Jane Sively Letters, 1862-1867, folder 3, 01891-z, SHC. 
38 Eliza H.B. Sively to Jane Sivley, January 21,  April 10, April 19, May 16, 1864, Ibid, folders 2 and 3.      
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had little sway in reality. In January 1865, Worthington was enthralled when her sister brought 

her a copy of David Copperfield, photographs, linen dresses, two pairs of shoes, handkerchiefs, 

stockings, perfume, jewelry, fancy hats, and two custom-made silk dresses from Union-occupied 

�1�H�Z���2�U�O�H�D�Q�V�����:�R�U�W�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�¶�V���V�L�V�W�H�U���D�O�V�R���E�R�X�J�K�W���³�W�K�H���V�D�P�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���W�K�L�Q�J�V���I�R�U���K�H�U�V�H�O�I���´���D�V���Z�H�O�O��

�D�V���L�W�H�P�V���I�R�U���K�H�U���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�����:�L�O�O�L�D�P�����D���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�����³�6�K�H���M�X�V�W���V�S�H�Q�W���������������G�R�O�O�D�U�V�����J�R�W��

�H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���Z�H���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���D�Q�G���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���W�R���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���´39 Although Worthington at one point 

claimed to prefer death to reunion with the Yankees, she still traded with them.  

Louisa Lovell, resident of Monmouth Plantation outside of Natchez, also engaged in what 

�V�K�H���N�Q�H�Z���W�R���E�H���W�K�H���L�O�O�H�J�D�O���W�U�D�G�H�����³�$�O�O���G�D�\���O�R�Q�J���P�L�V�F�H�O�O�D�Q�H�R�X�V���W�U�D�L�Q�V���R�I���Z�D�J�R�Q�V�«�K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q��

�S�D�V�V�L�Q�J���E�\���W�K�L�V���S�O�D�F�H���´���V�K�H���Z�U�R�W�H���L�Q���$�X�J�X�V�W�������������W�R���K�H�U���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G�����-�R�V�H�S�K�����³�,���V�D�Z���D�E�R�X�W���������U�H�W�X�U�Q��

�D���V�K�R�U�W���W�L�P�H���D�J�R���O�R�D�G�H�G���Z�L�W�K���F�R�W�W�R�Q���	���I�R�G�G�H�U�����:�K�\���G�R�Q�¶�W���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���E�X�U�Q���W�K�H���F�R�W�W�R�Q�"���,�W���V�H�H�P�V���D�V��

if cowardice has taken pos�V�H�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���V�W�D�W�H���´���<�H�W���L�Q���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���O�H�W�W�H�U�����/�R�Y�H�O�O���D�G�P�L�W�W�H�G�����³�,��

have been seriously thinking of selling some of that linen for greenbacks & also sending what 

�I�H�Z���Y�H�J�H�W�D�E�O�H�V���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���O�H�I�W���W�R���W�K�H���<�D�Q�N�H�H���F�D�P�S���W�R���V�H�O�O���´���+�H�U���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�V���W�X�U�Q�H�G���W�R���D�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q March 

�������������³�'�R�X�E�W�O�H�V�V���\�R�X���Z�L�O�O���Z�R�Q�G�H�U���Z�K�D�W���,���D�P���G�R�L�Q�J���D�W���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J�����Z�L�O�O���\�R�X���Q�R�W�"�´���V�K�H���Z�U�R�W�H���W�R���K�H�U��

sister-in-�O�D�Z�����H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�-�R�H���K�D�V���W�R�O�G���\�R�X���,���H�[�S�H�F�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�W�W�R�Q���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�����:�H�O�O�����G�H�D�U���3�D�U�L�V���>�D��

friend] and myself are now up here to barter with th�H���K�D�W�H�G���<�D�Q�N�H�H�V���´���,�Q���-�X�O�\���R�I���������������/�R�Y�H�O�O��

similarly found herself in New Orleans ostensibly to see a doctor, but during her visit she 

�D�G�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�Z�H���G�L�G���D���J�R�R�G���G�H�D�O���R�I���V�K�R�S�S�L�Q�J���D�V���R�X�U���Z�D�U�G�U�R�E�H�V���Q�H�H�G�H�G���U�H�S�O�D�F�L�Q�J���Y�H�U�\���E�D�G�O�\���´40 

Each of these individuals continued to champion Confederate allegiance even while 

trading at Union lines, behavior they understood to be technically disloyal because they singled 

                                                 
39 Amanda Dougherty Worthington Diary, April 28, 1863, January 11-13, 1865, Amanda Dougherty Worthington 
Papers, 1819-1878, microfilm, 01931, SHC. 
40 Louisa T. Lovell to Joseph Lovell, August 17, 1863, Louisa T. Lovell to W.S. Lovell, March 12, 1864, Louisa T. 
Lovell to Joseph Lovell, July 29, 1864, Quitman Family Papers, 1784-1978, folders 111, 112, ser. 1.2, 00616, SHC.      
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out others for the same actions. Nonetheless, self-interest via the desire for market goods led 

them to trade. This micro loyalty was likely separate in their minds from the protective 

nationalism on which the Confederate government, and on some occasions, they themselves, 

expected them to act. Their trading revealed how protective nationalism could not be sustained 

on a practical level in the wartime environment.  

Numerous Mississippi contraband traders faced similar circumstances and, unlike 

outspoken Confederates who appeared hypocritical for willingly participating in the trade, many 

of them kept silent, suggesting that the question of macro national allegiance was a secondary 

concern. Their own experiences reveal the influence of multiple loyalties that belied 

�F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�L�H�V�¶���F�K�D�U�J�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�U�D�G�L�Q�J���D�W���8�Q�L�R�Q���O�L�Q�H�V���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���W�U�H�D�V�R�Q�R�X�V���P�R�W�L�Y�H�V�����1�D�U�F�L�V�V�D��

Black, �D���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�¶�V���Z�L�I�H���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���M�X�V�W���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���R�I���&�R�U�L�Q�W�K�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���L�Q���0�F�1�D�L�U�\���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����7�H�Q�Q�H�V�V�H�H����

traded to meet economic needs and satisfy local ties. Black�¶�V���G�L�D�U�\���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�V several instances 

�Z�K�H�Q���³�Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���J�H�Q�W�O�H�P�H�Q�´���V�W�D�\�H�G���R�Y�H�U�Q�L�J�K�W�����D�Q�G��she often sold butter, onions and cotton to 

Union soldiers.41 When the Federals reached Corinth in 1862, Black and a bevy of her neighbors 

repeatedly visited Union lines to buy and sell. �³Took the wagon in the morning and went to the 

�Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���F�D�P�S�V���D�Q�G���J�R�W���D���J�R�R�G���P�D�Q�\���W�K�L�Q�J�V�«�,��sold one bushel of onions, three pots of eggs and 

�W�Z�R���S�R�X�Q�G�V���R�I���E�X�W�W�H�U���´���U�H�D�G���D���W�\�S�L�F�D�O���H�Q�W�U�\�� Confederate law forbade this kind of commercial 

�H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q�����E�X�W���%�O�D�F�N�¶�V���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�H�G���Q�R���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���I�D�Y�R�U�L�W�L�V�P����

Although she traded with the Federals, she also on more than one occasion fed and housed 

Confederate soldiers who came through the area.42 Further, nowhere in her over one-hundred 

                                                 
41 Narcissa L. Black Diaries, May 12, 24 and 26, 1862, microfilm, #Z/1211, roll 36149, MDAH. 
42 Ibid, June 4, 1862, December 15 1863, Febr�X�D�U�\���������������������0�D�U�F�K�������������������$�S�U�L�O�����������������������)�R�U���P�R�U�H���R�Q���%�O�D�F�N�¶�V��
wartime activities, see �0�D�U�\���/�R�K�U�H�Q�]�����³�7�Z�R���/�L�Y�H�V���,�Q�W�H�U�W�Z�L�Q�H�G���R�Q���D���7�H�Q�Q�H�V�V�H�H���3�O�D�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�H�[�W�L�O�H���3�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���D�V��
�5�H�F�R�U�G�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���'�L�D�U�\���R�I���1�D�U�F�L�V�V�D���/�����(�U�Z�L�Q���%�O�D�F�N���´��Southern Quarterly 27 (Fall 1988): 72-93. 
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page diary did Black express support for either government; instead she focused on local duties 

like �W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�R���F�U�R�S�V���D�Q�G���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�L�Q�J���S�O�D�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���V�X�S�S�O�L�H�V�����+�H�U���G�L�D�U�\�¶�V��matter-of-fact tone, its 

uninterrupted detailing of daily routines, and her lack of commentary about national loyalties 

suggest that �W�K�H���Q�H�H�G�V���R�I���K�H�U���I�D�P�L�O�\���D�Q�G���S�O�D�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�H�U�H���%�O�D�F�N�¶�V���W�R�S���Sriorities.  

In contrast to Black, other female traders made more explicit connections between micro 

loyalties and their commerce at Union lines. English-born Betty Beaumont, the wife of a railroad 

engineer and a resident of Woodville, Mississippi, exchanged cotton and other goods for supplies 

at Union lines in nearby Natchez and more distant New Orleans and then re-sold these supplies 

at her Woodville store. Although to some contemporary observers Beaumont might have 

appeared to demonstrate Confederate allegiance by making caps to sell to Confederate soldiers 

�D�Q�G���Q�D�P�L�Q�J���K�H�U���W�H�Q�W�K���F�K�L�O�G���³�-�H�I�I�H�U�V�R�Q���'�D�Y�L�V���´���L�Q���D�Q�������������P�H�P�R�L�U���V�K�H���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�R���Q�R�W���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G��

�Z�K�\���W�K�H���Z�D�U���F�D�P�H���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\���³�F�D�U�H�G���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���L�W���´43 Devotion to self and family 

drove most of Beaum�R�Q�W�¶�V���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���K�H�U���W�U�D�G�L�Q�J���D�W���8�Q�L�R�Q���O�L�Q�H�V�����+�H�U���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H���J�R�D�O���G�X�U�L�Q�J��

�W�K�H���Z�D�U���Z�D�V���³�W�R���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H���W�K�H���P�H�D�Q�V���R�I���O�L�I�H���D�Q�G���W�R���S�U�R�F�X�U�H���D���Z�D�\���R�I���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I��

�P�\���I�D�P�L�O�\���´���5�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���D�O�L�J�Q���Z�L�W�K���R�Q�H���V�L�G�H���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U�����V�K�H���V�R�O�G���V�X�S�S�O�L�H�V���W�R Confederate 

�V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���)�H�G�H�U�D�O�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���E�R�W�K���D�F�W�V���H�D�U�Q�H�G���L�Q�F�R�P�H�����³�0�\���O�L�W�W�O�H���V�W�R�U�H���R�I���J�R�R�G�V��

�E�R�X�J�K�W���D�W���V�X�F�K���U�L�V�N���Z�H�U�H���R�I���J�U�H�D�W���S�U�R�I�L�W���´���V�K�H���Z�U�R�W�H���R�I���W�U�D�G�L�Q�J���D�W���8�Q�L�R�Q���O�L�Q�H�V�����D�G�G�L�Q�J���³�,���I�R�X�Q�G���,��

could arrive at pecuniary gain in this way, I gl�D�G�O�\���V�H�L�]�H�G���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���´44 Although 

Confederate loyalty seemed to affect Beaumont on some level, it was less important than self and 

family interests, which is why she held no qualms about trading with the Union and ultimately 

claimed to not care about the war. 

                                                 
43 Betty Bentley Beaumont, Twelve Years of my Life: An Autobiography (Philadelphia: T.B. Peterson & Brothers, 
1887), 178, 183, quote found on 167.  
44 Ibid, 233, 234. 
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Writing from England in 1887 allowed Beaumont to be frank about prioritizing local over 

national loyalties without fear of reprisal from the Confederacy. Such openness was rarer among 

women caught trading during the war who, faced with legal pressures, had to disavow treasonous 

�L�Q�W�H�Q�W�����:�K�H�Q���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���F�R�Q�I�L�V�F�D�W�H�G���Z�L�G�R�Z���0�D�U�W�K�D���&�U�D�L�J�L�Q�¶�V���Z�D�J�R�Q�V���E�R�X�Q�G���I�R�U��

�<�D�Q�N�H�H���O�L�Q�H�V�����V�K�H���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���W�R���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U���&�O�D�U�N���W�K�D�W���³�,���Q�H�Y�H�U���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�H�G���L�W���L�I���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\��

�K�D�G���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���G�U�R�Y�H���P�H���W�R���L�W���´���&�U�D�L�J�L�Q �F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���V�K�H���W�U�D�G�H�G���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���F�D�U�H���I�R�U���³�D���O�D�U�J�H���D�Q�G��

�K�H�O�S�O�H�V�V���I�D�P�L�O�\���R�I���J�L�U�O�V���Z�L�W�K���Q�R���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G���R�U���V�R�Q���W�R���D�V�V�L�V�W���L�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���D���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���´45 Echoing 

Craigin, Harriet Spencer, a Pontotoc County, Mississippi native caught returning from Union 

lines with contraband goods, convinced Colonel William Falkner to petition Governor John 

�3�H�W�W�X�V���R�Q���K�H�U���E�H�K�D�O�I�����³�6�K�H���L�V���W�K�H���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���R�I���D���Z�L�G�R�Z���Z�R�P�D�Q�����L�Q���Y�H�U�\���L�Q�G�L�J�Q�D�Q�W���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V����

with no male persons connected with the family. She has been to Memphis, and purchased a few 

�Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V���D�O�O���I�R�U���I�D�P�L�O�\���X�V�H���´���)�D�O�N�Q�H�U���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G�����+�H���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���Q�R���P�D�Q���L�V��

�P�R�U�H���R�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���D���W�U�D�I�I�L�F���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\���W�K�D�Q���,���D�P�«���,���I�H�H�O���L�W���L�V���P�\���G�X�W�\���W�R���D�V�N���\�R�X�U���(�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�F�\��

�W�R���R�U�G�H�U���K�H�U���J�R�R�G�V���U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G���W�R���K�H�U���´46 Spencer could also claim that her trading actually helped 

the war effort. While in Memphis she bought shoe pegs for her neighbor, William Bell, who 

�Y�R�X�F�K�H�G���I�R�U���6�S�H�Q�F�H�U���Z�K�H�Q���K�H���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���W�R���3�H�W�W�X�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�K�R�H���S�H�J�V���Z�H�U�H���³�Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���W�R���F�D�U�U�\�L�Q�J��

on my trade as I am a shoe & boot maker by trade and have been very hard pressed to keep the 

�V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���V�K�R�H�G���´47 �/�L�N�H���%�O�D�F�N�¶�V���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���G�L�D�U�\���D�Q�G���%�H�D�X�P�R�Q�W�¶�V���S�R�V�W-�Z�D�U���P�H�P�R�L�U�����&�U�D�L�J�L�Q�¶�V���D�Q�G��

�6�S�H�Q�F�H�U�¶�V���O�H�W�W�H�U�V���W�R���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H���W�K�D�W���V�H�O�I���D�Q�G���I�D�P�L�O�\���I�L�G�H�O�L�W�L�H�V���G�U�R�Y�H���W�K�H�P���W�R��

trade. They invoked necessity to dispel possible treasonous charges laid at them by Confederate 

                                                 
45 Martha Craigin to Charles Clark, November 28, 1863, Clark Correspondence, box 949. 
46 W.C. Falkner to John J. Pettus, February 13, 1863, John J. Pettus Correspondence, Roll 1446, Volume. 51, Record 
Group 27, MDAH.    
47 W.W. Bell to John J. Pettus, February 12, 1863, Pettus Correspondence.   
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officials who often prioritized nationalism without considering how multiple fidelities could 

influence people.  

Despite providing different justifications, the experiences of Black, Beaumont, Craigin 

and Spencer share a key commonality: they were continuing their antebellum sectional 

commerce into the war. Commenting on the trade from Corinth after the fall of Memphis, 

�6�K�H�U�P�D�Q���W�R�O�G���0�D�M�����*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���+�H�Q�U�\���+�D�O�O�H�F�N���W�R���³assure all country people that they will be 

permitted to take their cotton freely to market and that the ordinary channels of trade will be 

�L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\���U�H�R�S�H�Q�H�G���´48 This connection to pre-�Z�D�U���P�D�U�N�H�W���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�����W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���³�R�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\��

�F�K�D�Q�Q�H�O�V���R�I���W�U�D�G�H���´���K�H�O�S�V���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�W���U�R�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�U�D�E�D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H���E�H�\�R�Q�G���W�K�H��

obvious loss of men to the armies. Staunch Confederates who criticized female contraband 

traders failed to see this continuity. Instead they criticized female traders as disloyal. 

In June 18�������-�X�G�J�H���+�X�G�V�R�Q���V�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�R�X�U���Z�R�P�H�Q���D�U�H���W�K�H���F�K�L�H�I���L�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���D�J�H�Q�W�V��

�L�Q���W�K�L�V���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�´���R�I�����³�U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���E�O�R�F�N�D�G�H���D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���<�D�Q�N�H�H�V���D�W���1�D�W�F�K�H�V���>�V�L�F�@����

�9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J�����0�H�P�S�K�L�V���	���R�W�K�H�U���S�R�L�Q�W�V���´���,�Q���D���V�F�D�W�K�L�Q�J�������������F�U�L�W�L�T�X�H���R�I���W�K�H���W�U�D�G�H�����W�K�H���0�H�U�L�G�L�Dn Daily 

Clarion �G�H�F�O�D�U�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�D�P�R�Q�J�V�W���W�K�H���Z�R�P�H�Q���± we say it with shame �± are the greatest 

�W�U�D�Q�V�J�U�H�V�V�R�U�V�����R�X�U���Z�R�U�V�W���H�Q�H�P�L�H�V���L�Q���H�Y�H�U�\���U�H�V�S�H�F�W���´���7�K�H�V�H���Z�R�P�H�Q�����W�K�H��Clarion noted, �³�K�D�Y�H��

�K�X�V�E�D�Q�G�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\�����Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H�\���U�H�P�D�L�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�«�I�R�U���W�K�H���V�R�O�H��object of saving 

�W�K�H�L�U�����R�U���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�H�L�U���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G�¶�V���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�����P�D�N�L�Q�J���I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W���Y�L�V�L�W�V���W�R���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J���R�U���0�H�P�S�K�L�V���± the 

M�H�F�F�D�V���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���G�H�J�U�D�G�D�W�L�R�Q�´���I�U�R�P���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H�\���U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���³�T�X�D�Q�W�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���F�D�O�F�X�O�D�W�H�G��

to demoralize the neighborhoods in which they live �± including the political opinions of the 

�<�D�Q�N�H�H�V���´���$���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q-�E�D�V�H�G���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���F�R�O�R�Q�H�O���F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���Z�R�P�H�Q���D�U�H���O�R�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U��

�U�H�D�O���I�D�L�W�K���D�Q�G���S�D�W�U�L�R�W�L�V�P���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�L�V���L�Q�W�H�U�F�R�X�U�V�H���D�Q�G���W�U�D�I�I�L�F���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\���´���$�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���I�D�O�O���R�I��

Vicksburg, the Clarion �Z�D�U�Q�H�G���R�I���³�W�K�H���I�H�P�D�O�H���F�R�W�W�R�Q���V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�R�U�V���I�U�R�P���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J���D�Q�G���:�D�U�U�H�Q��
                                                 
48 OR, ser. 1, vol. 10, pt. 2, pg. 279. 
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�&�R�X�Q�W�\�´���Z�K�R���K�D�G���³�F�R�W�W�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���E�U�D�L�Q���´���D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H�G���V�R���R�I�W�H�Q���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���E�H�F�D�P�H���R�P�H�Q�V���R�I���)�H�G�H�U�D�O��

�S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H�����³�:�K�H�Q�H�Y�H�U���\�R�X���V�H�H���O�D�G�L�H�V���F�R�P�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\�¶�V���O�L�Q�H�V���W�R���E�X�\���F�R�W�W�R�Q���´���W�K�H��Clarion 

wa�U�Q�H�G�����³�F�R�P�P�H�Q�F�H���P�R�Y�L�Q�J���\�R�X�U���Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H�V���D�Z�D�\���W�R���D���S�O�D�F�H���R�I���V�D�I�H�W�\�����I�R�U���W�K�H���<�D�Q�N�H�H�V���Z�L�O�O���V�R�R�Q��

�E�H���D�O�R�Q�J���´���%�\�������������0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���Z�R�P�H�Q���K�D�G���P�D�G�H���D���U�H�J�X�O�D�U���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���W�U�D�G�H�����$���0����

�3�D�[�W�R�Q�����V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�H�G���W�Z�R���F�R�X�Q�W�L�H�V���Z�H�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���)�H�G�H�U�D�O�V�¶���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J���E�D�V�H�����U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G �W�K�D�W���³�O�D�G�L�H�V��

residing in this region, eminent for wealth, respectability, intelligence and beauty, make nothing 

�R�I���W�D�N�L�Q�J���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���F�R�W�W�R�Q���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���D�Q�G���W�U�D�Y�H�O�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�L�J�K�W���W�R���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\�¶�V���O�L�Q�H�V���´��

These women bribed Confederate pickets and smuggled out goods like whiskey and calico, 

which they sold to other Mississippians for a profit.49 

Confederate observers took particular offense at these female traders, who, they believed, 

sacrificed their patriotism in exchange for what these observers viewe�G���D�V���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���O�X�[�X�U�L�H�V�����³�6�K�H��

�L�V���O�L�D�E�O�H���W�R���S�H�U�M�X�U�H���K�H�U�V�H�O�I���E�\���W�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���´���D��Daily Clarion editorial said of female traders, 

�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�L�Q�J���K�R�Z���I�D�L�O�X�U�H���W�R���V�Z�H�D�U���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�H�G���W�K�H���D�F�T�X�L�V�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���J�R�R�G�V�����³�+�R�Z���P�D�Q�\���F�R�P�H��

home without the much courted good�V�"�´���W�K�H���H�G�L�W�R�U�L�D�O���D�V�N�H�G�����³�/�H�W���W�K�H���U�X�V�W�O�L�Q�J���R�I���I�U�H�V�K���V�L�O�N�����W�K�H��

snowy handkerchiefs, the love of a bonnet, the light tap of prunella boot heels on our pavements, 

�D�Q�V�Z�H�U���´50 In November 1863, Julia Bowman of Columbus, Mississippi complained to her sister 

about �W�K�H���W�U�D�G�H�¶�V���S�R�S�X�O�D�U�L�W�\���D�P�R�Q�J���O�R�F�D�O���O�D�G�L�H�V�����³�7�K�H���0�H�P�S�K�L�V���I�H�Y�H�U���L�V���V�W�L�O�O���U�D�J�L�Q�J���´���V�K�H���Z�U�R�W�H����

�³�1�X�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���O�D�G�L�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�L�V���S�O�D�F�H���D�Q�G���$�E�H�U�G�H�H�Q���D�U�H���U�L�V�N�L�Q�J���G�D�Q�J�H�U�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�V�X�O�W�V���I�R�U���D���O�L�W�W�O�H��

�I�L�Q�H�U�\�����7�R���R�X�U���V�K�D�P�H���E�H���L�W���V�D�L�G�«�,���Z�R�X�O�G���U�D�W�K�H�U���Z�U�D�S���L�Q���E�H�D�U���V�N�L�Q���W�K�H�Q���Vacrifice independence at 

this rate. They are the people that are going to have nothing to do with the Yankees when the war 

                                                 
49 �5�R�E�H�U�W���6�����+�X�G�V�R�Q���W�R���&�K�D�U�O�H�V���&�O�D�U�N�����-�X�Q�H�����������������������L�Q���6�L�O�Y�H�U�����H�G�������³�7�K�H���%�U�H�D�N�G�R�Z�Q���R�I���0�R�U�D�O�H���´�������������³�$���&�U�\�L�Q�J��
�(�Y�L�O���´��Daily Clarion (Meridian, MS), June 9, 1864; OR, ser. 1, vol. 39, pt. 1, pg. 729; Daily Clarion (Meridian, MS), 
July 6, 1864; OR, ser. 4, vol. 3, pgs. 282-83. 
50 �³�%�O�R�F�N�D�G�H���5�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���´��Daily Clarion (Meridian, MS), June 14, 1864.   
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�L�V���R�Y�H�U���´51 Staunch Confederates levied such criticisms at male and female traders alike, accusing 

them of abdicating their Confederat�H���G�X�W�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���V�H�O�I�L�V�K���T�X�H�V�W���I�R�U���³�I�L�Q�H�U�\���´���%�\���F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�R��

�S�U�H�I�H�U���³�E�H�D�U���V�N�L�Q�´���W�R���F�O�R�W�K�L�Q�J���E�R�X�J�K�W���D�W���8�Q�L�R�Q���O�L�Q�H�V�����%�R�Z�P�D�Q���Y�R�L�F�H�G���D���S�U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���I�R�U���K�R�P�H�V�S�X�Q����

thereby invoking the protective nationalist ideal that the Confederacy should be economically 

independent from the North. Traders who purchased goods from Union lines allegedly violated 

this ideal by demonstrating an unwillingness to sacrifice all material comforts in the name of 

�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�R�\�D�O�W�\�����W�K�H�U�H�E�\���W�K�Z�D�U�W�L�Q�J���P�D�Q�\���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���J�R�D�O���R�I���F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���D self-sustained 

Confederacy.  

Critics who labeled female traders as apostates usually did not recognize how other 

loyalties could co-�H�[�L�V�W���Z�L�W�K���S�D�W�U�L�R�W�L�V�P�����,�Q�V�W�H�D�G�����W�K�H�\���W�U�H�D�W�H�G���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���S�D�W�U�L�R�W�L�V�P���D�V��their most 

�L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�G���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���D�F�Wions as reflecting their level of support for the 

Confederate cause. Historians have taken a similar approach by tending to view Confederate 

�Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���O�H�Q�V���R�I���G�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�L�V���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���F�R�U�U�H�O�D�W�H�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��

rhetoric of paternalism that secessionists and later Confederate officials used to theorize 

�Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���W�R���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�����6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���S�D�W�H�U�Q�D�O�L�V�P���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���D���V�\�V�W�H�P���R�I���P�D�O�H-dominated 

household governance in which women and other dependents accepted their subordinated status 

in exchange for protection from outside threats. Paternalism accorded social and financial 

privileges to white women of slaveholding households, elevated them above dependent slaves, 

and praised them as the keepers of the natural virtue associated with th�H���Q�L�Q�H�W�H�H�Q�W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�¶�V���F�X�O�W��

of domesticity. In associating the home with femininity however, southern paternalism frowned 

                                                 
51 Julia Southall to Emily Southall, November 5, 1863, Southall and Bowen Family Papers, 1833-1959, folder 10, 
04135, SHC. 
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�R�Q���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���P�D�V�F�X�O�L�Q�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�S�K�H�U�H�V���R�I���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H��

marketplace.52 

During the Civil War, Confederate officials appealed to this paternalism by suggesting 

�W�K�D�W���L�Q���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���I�R�U���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���Z�D�U���H�I�I�R�U�W���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\���Z�D�V���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W��

�D�Q�G���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���\�H�W���S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H�G���V�W�D�W�X�V�����&�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\�����K�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q�V���D�U�J�X�H���W�K�D�W��

women either withdrew their support for the Confederacy based on its failure to preserve their 

privileged status, or that they steadfastly supported the breakaway nation, fearing the loss of 

privilege that would follow Confederate defeat.53 Despite their differing conclusions, these 

�K�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q�V���W�H�Q�G���W�R���P�H�D�V�X�U�H���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���Z�D�U�W�L�P�H���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�V���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�Y�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���G�H�J�U�H�H���R�I���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U��

the Confederacy.  

In addition, much of this scholarship has focused on elite plantation mistresses and, as a 

result, historians have tended to associa�W�H���W�K�H���H�O�L�W�H�V�¶���Z�D�U�W�L�P�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V�����G�H�I�L�Q�H�G���E�\���D���V�K�D�U�S��

break from antebellum social patterns, with that of the mass of women from yeomen and non-

slaveholding households. Recently, Stephanie McCurry has made important distinctions between 

elite and plain wo�P�H�Q�¶�V���Z�D�U�W�L�P�H���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V�����D�U�J�X�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U���V�S�X�U�U�H�G���S�O�D�L�Q���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V��

�H�Q�W�U�D�Q�F�H���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���V�S�K�H�U�H���D�V���D���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�H�Q�F�\���R�I���³�V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�¶���Z�L�Y�H�V�´���Z�K�R���G�H�P�D�Q�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��

Confederate state afford them protection and alleviate their material hardships as recompense for 

�W�K�H�L�U���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G�¶�V���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����,�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W���W�R���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U���Z�R�P�H�Q�����Z�K�R���L�Q�Y�R�N�H�G���W�K�H���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

                                                 
52 Elizabeth Fox-Genovese, Within the Plantation Household: Black and White Women of the Old South (Chapel 
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1988), 100-102, 194-195; Rable, Civil Wars, 2-8, 30-32; Brenda E. 
Stevenson, Life in Black and White: Family and Community in the Slave South (New York: Oxford University Press, 
1996), 38; Faust, Mothers of Invention, 32; Nancy Bercaw, Gendered Freedoms: Race, Rights, and the Politics of 
Household in the Delta, 1861-1875 (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2003), 60-61.       
53 Rable, Civil Wars, 50-78; Faust, Mothers of Invention, 238-247; Laura F. Edwards, �6�F�D�U�O�H�W�W���'�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���/�L�Y�H���K�H�U�H��
Anymore: Southern Women in the Civil War Era (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2000), 82-86; Jean V. Berlin, 
�³�'�L�G���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���:�R�P�H�Q���/�R�V�H���W�K�H���:�D�U�"���'�H�S�U�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�����'�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���'�H�V�S�D�L�U���R�Q���W�K�H���+�R�P�H���)�U�R�Q�W���´���L�Q��The 
Collapse of the Confederacy, Mark Grimsley and Brooks D. Simpson, eds. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 
2001), 173; Jacqueline Glass-Campbell, When Sherman Marched North from the Sea, (Chapel Hill: University of 
North Carolina Press, 2003), 71; Ott, Confederate Daughters, 3-4, 6. 
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paternalist language of protection in their pleas to state officials, poor and yeomen women 

approached the state as a new and distinct political group.54 Though they differ in emphasizing 

�Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���P�H�W�K�R�G�V���I�R�U���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�����K�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q�V���R�I���H�O�L�W�H���D�Q�G���S�O�D�L�Q��

southern women share in common an interpretation that casts the Civil War as a starting point 

when white southern women entered the p�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���V�S�K�H�U�H���D�V���F�O�D�L�P�D�Q�W�V���W�R���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H��

power. This emphasis on a break from the past tends to overlook important elements of 

�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�W�\���W�K�D�W���V�K�D�S�H�G���K�R�Z���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���I�H�P�D�O�H���F�R�Q�W�U�D�E�D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H�U�V���U�H�D�F�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���Z�D�U����

Understanding the influence of pre-war habits on these women puts their political relationship to 

the state in a different light. Rather than demand its protection, they wanted the state to leave 

them alone. 

Many traders were poor and yeomen women who owned few to no slaves. Their 

participation in the trade indicates a familiarity with market commerce forged in the pre-war 

years. Federal Treasury Department reports listing the names of hundreds of southerners who 

traded at Memphis between 1863 and 1864 included at least thirty Mississippi women, many of 

whom traded on multiple occasions. In 1863, Adams County planter Charles Whitmore 

�G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���K�R�Z���³�W�K�H���>�8�Q�L�R�Q���U�X�Q�@���V�X�S�S�O�\���V�W�R�U�H�V���D�U�H���I�X�O�O���H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\���E�\���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���O�D�G�L�H�V���D�Q�G���E�\���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J��

�S�H�U�P�L�W�V���W�K�H�\���E�X�\���D�W���U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�H���U�D�W�H�V���´���,�Q���H�D�U�O�\���������������V�S�H�Dking on behalf of five widows who 

�F�D�P�H���W�R���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���W�R���W�U�D�G�H�����D���0�H�P�S�K�L�V���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�P�D�Q���W�R�O�G���D���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���R�I�I�L�F�H�U���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H�V�H���S�R�R�U���Z�R�P�H�Q�´��

�Z�H�U�H���³�Y�H�U�\���P�X�F�K���L�Q���Q�H�H�G���R�I���W�K�H���V�P�D�O�O���S�D�U�F�H�O�V���R�I���J�R�R�G�V���I�R�U���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H�\���D�V�N���S�H�U�P�L�W�V���´���D�Q�G���³�E�H�O�R�Q�J��

to that humble class of poor people in Mississippi, whose hearts have never been in the Rebel 

�F�D�X�V�H���´���2�I���W�K�H���W�Z�R���Z�R�P�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�S���Z�K�R���D�S�S�H�D�U���L�Q���W�K�H���F�H�Q�V�X�V�����/�D�I�D�\�H�W�W�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\���Q�D�W�L�Y�H��

Tabitha Ward had ten children and was married to a non-slaveholding farmer who owned 

                                                 
54 McCurry, Confederate Reckoning, 134-136, 148. For an earlier study of poor and yeomen women before and 
during the war, see Victoria E. Bynum, Unruly Women: The Politics of Social and Sexual Control in the Old South 
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1992).  
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$10,000 in personal property, $6,000 in real-estate, and may have died by 1864. Susan Ward, 

also from Lafayette, was unmarried with two young children, owned no property, and lived with 

another family. Although only Susan Ward could be considered poor, neither of the two women 

came from the planter class.55  

 In May 1864, Eliza Sivley described two Hinds County women, S. Simons and M. 

�)�O�R�U�L�Q�����Z�K�R���Z�H�U�H���³�E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���R�X�W���D���J�R�R�G���P�D�Q�\���J�R�R�G�V���I�U�R�P���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J�´���W�R���³�V�H�O�O���W�K�H�P���Y�H�U�\���K�L�J�K���D�Q�G��

�I�R�U���*�U�H�H�Q�E�D�F�N�V���R�U���J�R�O�G���´���7�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�V�W�L�F���F�D�Sitalists who also took different currencies, 

�D�V���6�L�Y�H�O�\���Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���J�R�R�G�V���L�Q���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q���Q�R�Z�����I�R�U���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���P�R�Q�H�\���´���6�L�P�R�Q�V���Z�D�V��

married to a non-slaveholding brick mason who owned only $200 in real-estate. Florin was the 

wife of a shoemaker who owned $200 in real-estate and two slaves. Like the female Memphis 

traders, these women were far removed from the planter elite and demonstrated a clear 

knowledge of market relations.56 

Like Simons and Florin, Mississippian Eliza Herbert also did business at Union lines. In 

�0�D�\���������������)�H�G�H�U�D�O���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V���D�W���0�H�P�S�K�L�V���D�U�U�H�V�W�H�G���+�H�U�E�H�U�W���I�R�U���³�V�P�X�J�J�O�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�W�U�D�E�D�Q�G���J�R�R�G�V���R�Y�H�U��

�W�K�H���O�L�Q�H�V�´���L�Q���W�K�U�H�H���O�D�U�J�H���W�U�X�Q�N�V���O�D�E�H�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���V�H�D�O�V���R�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���V�K�H���D�O�O�H�J�H�G�O�\���I�R�U�J�H�G���W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I��

Federal Provost Marshal A.J. Enlow and adopted the a�O�L�D�V���³�0�U�V�����6�W�H�H�O�H���´���$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H��

�P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�����+�H�U�E�H�U�W���D�G�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���V�K�H���³�O�L�Y�H�V���L�Q���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�����W�K�D�W���K�H�U���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G���L�V���D��

�P�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W���W�K�H�U�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���V�K�H���Z�D�V���W�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H�V�H���J�R�R�G�V���W�R���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���I�R�U���K�L�V���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W���´���E�X�W���F�O�D�L�P�H�G��

                                                 
55 Monthly Report of Authorities Issued to Bring Products from Insurrectionary States, Etc., by Thos. H. Yeatman, 
Assistant Special Agent Treasury Department, December, 1863-July, 1864, Monthly Reports, Estimates, Returns, 
Etc. of the Assistant Special Agent, Memphis, 1863-65, Entry 226, Box 1, RG 366, 2nd Special Agency Records, 
Treasury Papers, (Hereafter cited as SARTP), Entry 226, Box 1, RG 366, NARA; Charles Whitmore to Cousin 
Mary, January 29, 1864, Charles Whitmore Plantation Journal, microfilm, 02406, roll 1, SHC; John W. Wood to 
J.M. Lowery, March 18, 1864, Correspondence Received by the Assistant Special Agent, Memphis, 1864-65, entry 
223, box 1, SARTP; 1860 U.S. Census, Lafayette County, Mississippi, Tabitha Ward, Susan Ward, digital images, 
Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com/: accessed  December 1, 2011). 
56 Eliza H.B. Sively to Jane Sivley, May 28, 1864, Jane Sively Letters, SHC; 1860 U.S. Census and Slave 
Schedules, Hinds County, Mississippi, S. Simons, J. Simons, H. Floren, M. Floren, digital images, Ancestry.com 
(http://www.ancestry.com/: accessed  September 11, 2011).        
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that someone else had forged the seals and affixed them to her trunks. The commission 

eventually found her not guilty, asserting that her husband had paid a Mr. P.P. Schlicher $500 to 

�R�E�W�D�L�Q���W�K�H���I�R�U�J�H�G���S�D�V�V�H�V���I�R�U���K�H�U�����+�H�U�E�H�U�W�¶�V���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���E�H���O�R�F�D�W�H�G�����E�X�W���6�F�K�O�L�F�K�H�U���D�J�U�H�H�G���W�R��

pay a $500 fine and leave Memphis for his actions. Federal authorities suspected Herbert of 

being disloyal in asserting that she attempted to bypass legal U.S. trade regulations by forging 

�S�D�V�V�H�V���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���V�P�X�J�J�O�H���X�Q�V�S�H�F�L�I�L�H�G���³�F�R�Q�W�U�D�E�D�Q�G�´���J�R�R�G�V���L�Q�W�R���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�Lppi, but made no issue 

of the fact that she was a woman who traded with her merchant husband.57 Like their 

Confederate counterparts, Union officials were concerned with women�¶s national allegiance, not 

their engagement in the marketplace. Such omissions suggest that they were familiar with the 

sight of women involved in commercial activity. 

As many historians have noted, poor and yeomen women often sold household-produced 

foods and goods in public marketplaces throughout the South from Appalachia to the Carolinas 

to Mississippi.58 �'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���I�H�P�D�O�H���F�R�Q�W�U�D�E�D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H�U�V���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���R�O�G��

�F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�V�����D�G�M�X�V�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���Z�D�U�¶�V���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V�����H�F�K�R�L�Q�J���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H��

American Revolution when women engaged in illicit trade across army lines to get desired 

goods.59 Betty Beaumont, for example, opened her Woodville, Mississippi general store six years 

                                                 
57 Arrest Papers of Eliza Agnes Herbert, March-May, 1863, Nos. 4622-�������������5�R�O�O�����������8�Q�L�R�Q���3�U�R�Y�R�V�W���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�¶�V���)�L�O�H��
of Papers Relating to Two or More Civilians, (Hereafter cited as UPMF) M-416, War Department Collection of 
Confederate Records, Record Group 109, NARA. 
58 Bill Cecil-Fronsman, Common Whites: Class and Culture in Antebellum North Carolina (Lexington: University 
Press of Kentucky, 1992), 144-145; Bynum, Free State of Jones,  56-59; Edwards, �6�F�D�U�O�H�W�W���'�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���/�L�Y�H���+�H�U�H��
Anymore,  37-39; Carl R. Os�W�K�D�X�V�����³�7�K�H���:�R�U�N���(�W�K�L�F���R�I���W�K�H���3�O�D�L�Q���)�R�O�N�����/�D�E�R�U���D�Q�G���5�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���2�O�G���6�R�X�W�K���´��
Journal of Southern History 70 (Nov., 2004): 756; Jeff Forret, Race Relations at the Margins: Slaves and Poor 
Whites in the Antebellum Southern Countryside (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006), 42; Wilma 
A. Dunaway, Women, Work, and Family in the Antebellum Mountain South (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2008), 188-���������������������-�H�I�I���5�R�E�H�U�W���%�U�H�P�H�U�����³Frontier Capitalism: The Market  
Revolution in the Antebellum Lower Missouri River Valley, 1803-�����������´�����3�K�'���G�L�V�V�������8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���.�D�Q�V�D�V������������������
225-243.    
59 Judith L. Van Buskirk, Generous Enemies: Patriots and Loyalists in Revolutionary New York (Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2002), 110-11, 121-122.  
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before the war began.60 These women did not demand that the Confederate state provide for 

them, rather, they requested that it not interfere with their providing for themselves. Micro, as 

opposed to macro allegiances, motivated many Mississippi women to trade at Union lines and, 

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H�L�U���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�H�\���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�G���W�K�H���G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W�\���R�I���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���P�D�Q�\���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V�¶���L�G�H�D�O��

of a protective nationalism.  

Particular silences in the sources from critics of female traders suggest that these 

detractors were most concerned with women violating the protective nationalist ideal, not 

paternalist gender conventions. Contemporaries called female trad�H�U�V���³�X�Q�S�D�W�U�L�R�W�L�F���´���³�)�H�P�D�O�H��

�F�R�W�W�R�Q���V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�R�U�V���´���D�Q�G���³�J�O�L�W�W�H�U�L�Q�J���V�Q�D�N�H�V�´���L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�¶�V���E�R�V�R�P�����D�F�F�X�V�L�Q�J���Z�R�P�H�Q���Z�K�R��

bought so-�F�D�O�O�H�G���³�O�X�[�X�U�L�H�V�´���R�I���W�U�H�D�V�R�Q���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H�V�H���Z�R�P�H�Q���V�H�H�P�H�G���W�R���S�X�W���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���F�R�P�I�R�U�W�V���R�Y�H�U��

�W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V�����<�H�W�����Z�R�P�H�Q���Z�H�U�H���Q�R���P�R�U�H���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���E�H���D�F�F�X�V�H�G���R�I���E�X�\�L�Q�J���³�O�X�[�X�U�L�H�V�´��

than were men, and critics did not mention or express concern for the fact that these women were 

operating outside of the domestic sphere.61  

Confederate observers also framed their criticisms of female trader in class terms, often 

suggesting that poor white women were more prone to disloyalty. In an 1863 letter to his wife, 

Cavalry Captain William Nugent described a group of poor Mississippi women who traded with 

�W�K�H���)�H�G�H�U�D�O�V���D�W���0�H�P�S�K�L�V�����³�:�H���K�D�G���X�S���\�H�V�W�H�U�G�D�\��some half-dozen trading wagons and a whole 

�E�D�W�F�K���R�I���Z�R�P�H�Q�����Z�K�R�V�H���J�R�R�G�V���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���F�R�Q�I�L�V�F�D�W�H�G���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����>�V�@�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���Z�R�P�H�Q���K�D�G��

�W�U�D�Y�H�O�H�G���R�Q�H���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G���P�L�O�H�V���W�R���W�U�D�G�H�����F�D�U�U�\�L�Q�J���D���E�D�O�H���R�I���F�R�W�W�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�P���´���7�R���1�X�J�H�Q�W�����W�K�H�V�H��

�Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���X�Q�F�R�X�W�K���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���F�R�P�S�R�U�W�H�G �Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�W�H�U�H�R�W�\�S�H���R�I���³�Z�K�L�W�H���W�U�D�V�K�´���X�V�H�G���W�R���G�H�Q�R�W�H���F�O�D�V�V��

�E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���2�O�G���6�R�X�W�K�����³�7�K�H�\���D�O�O���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���E�D�F�N���D���I�X�O�O���V�X�S�S�O�\���R�I��Scotch Snuff and were as 

                                                 
60 Beaumont, Twelve Years of my Life, 110-116. 
61 Daily Clarion (Meridian, MS), June 14, 1864; July 6, 1864; June 9, 1864.  
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�E�X�V�\���D�V���E�H�H�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U���U�X�E�E�H�U�V���´���K�H���W�R�O�G���K�L�V���Z�L�I�H�����D�Q�G���Z�H�Q�W���R�Q���W�R���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H���W�K�H���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���O�H�V�V-than 

elegant appearance: 

�³�7�K�L�Q�N���R�I���D���I�H�P�D�O�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���G�L�U�W�\���F�R�O�R�U�H�G���W�R�E�D�F�F�R���V�W�U�H�D�N���D�U�R�X�Q�G���K�H�U���P�R�X�W�K���	���R�Q���K�H�U���O�L�S�V����
�V�T�X�L�U�W�L�Q�J���G�L�V�F�R�O�R�U�H�G���V�S�L�W�W�O�H���D�O�O���D�U�R�X�Q�G���K�H�U�����D�Q�G���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���D���I�D�L�U���V�D�P�S�O�H���R�I���W�K�H���µBuncombe 
Gals�¶ �± You must, though, add to the pitiable picture, a tousled head, unwashed face, 
drabbled dress, (no corsets), heavy shoes, a guffaw laugh and a sidelong leer. A dirty 
�E�D�E�\�����W�R�R�����L�V���Q�R���X�Q�I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W���>�V�L�F�@���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���V�F�H�Q�H���´ 
 

�'�H�V�S�L�W�H���K�L�V���G�L�V�J�X�V�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���I�H�P�D�O�H���W�U�D�G�H�U�V�¶���X�Q�S�R�O�L�V�K�H�G���D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H�V�����1�X�J�H�Q�W���G�L�G���Qot criticize 

them for acting outside of the home sphere, to the contrary, he casually described how they 

�H�Q�J�D�J�H�G���L�Q���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�H�����³�7�K�H�V�H���Z�R�P�H�Q���Z�L�O�O���W�D�N�H���X�S���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Q�H���R�I���P�D�U�F�K���K�H�Q�F�H���W�R���0�H�P�S�K�L�V����

preceeded [sic] by a small wagon drawn by a pair of mules in reference to whom there are 

several Bills of foreclosure filed by the undisciplined flocks of Buzzards hereabouts, with as 

much nonchalance as they would to go to the Cross-�U�R�D�G�V���0�H�H�W�L�Q�J���+�R�X�V�H���´���K�H���Q�R�W�H�G�������'�H�V�S�L�W�H��

�K�L�V���F�O�D�V�V���F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�W�����1�X�J�H�Q�W�¶�V���U�H�D�O���L�U�H���V�W�H�P�P�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O�W�\�����³�:�H���K�D�Y�H��

two of these women in the Guard House for practicing their tory principles and keeping our 

�S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q���G�U�H�D�G���´���K�H���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�����1�X�J�H�Q�W���I�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���D�O�O�H�J�H�G���³�W�R�U�\�´���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V�����H�P�E�R�G�L�H�G��

by their trading with the Yankees, offensive, not their engagement in the marketplace.62 

Nevertheless, Nugent discovered that his own sister, Evie, had traded at Memphis, and 

�Z�R�U�U�L�H�G���W�K�D�W���L�W���Z�D�V���³�Y�H�U�\���µ�G�H�P�R�U�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J�¶���I�R�U���J�H�Q�W�O�H���J�L�U�O�V���W�R���E�H���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���L�Q�W�R���&�R�Q�W�D�F�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��

traffickers in �0�H�P�S�K�L�V���	���H�O�V�H�Z�K�H�U�H���´���+�H���W�R�O�G���K�L�V���Z�L�I�H���W�K�D�W���³�Z�K�L�O�H���,���K�D�Y�H���H�Y�H�U�\���F�R�Q�I�L�G�H�Q�F�H���L�Q��

�(�Y�L�H�¶�V���S�X�U�L�W�\���D�Q�G���P�R�G�H�V�W�\�����,���V�K�R�X�O�G���G�L�V�O�L�N�H���W�R���V�H�H���K�H�U���W�K�U�R�Z�Q���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H�P���W�R�R���P�X�F�K���´���5�H�I�H�U�U�L�Q�J��

�W�R���W�K�H���R�I�W�H�Q���V�H�H�G�\���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���W�K�D�W���D�F�F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�G���U�L�Y�H�U���W�U�D�I�I�L�F�����K�H���R�S�L�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�V�R�X�W�K�H�Un ladies are not 

�U�H�J�D�U�G�H�G���Y�H�U�\���K�L�J�K�O�\���E�\���W�K�H���P�L�V�H�U�D�E�O�H���V�W�X�I�I���W�K�D�W�«�I�O�R�D�W�V���X�S���D�Q�G���G�R�Z�Q���W�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���´���D�Q�G��

�Z�R�U�U�L�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�U�D�G�L�Q�J���K�D�G���G�U�L�Y�H�Q���³�R�X�U���E�H�V�W���	���P�R�V�W���S�R�O�L�V�K�H�G���J�L�U�O�V�«�I�U�R�P���W�K�H���K�L�J�K���J�U�R�X�Q�G���R�I���P�R�G�H�V�W��

                                                 
62 William L. Nugent to Nellie Smith Nugent, September 25, 1863, in William M. Cash and Lucy Somerville 
Howorth, Eds., My Dear Nellie: The Civil War Letters of William L. Nugent to Eleanor Smith Nugent (Jackson: 
University Press of Mississippi, 1977), 136-138.  
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�G�H�P�H�D�Q�R�U���´���1�X�J�H�Q�W���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�D�W���³�S�R�O�L�V�K�H�G�´���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���W�U�D�G�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���D���W�K�U�H�D�W���W�R���P�R�U�D�O���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�����³�,��

have known nice ladies to travel in a two horse wagon over a hundred miles to Memphis without 

�D���P�D�O�H���D�W�W�H�Q�G�D�Q�W���D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K���Q�R���R�Q�H���L�Q���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���W�R���Z�K�R�P���W�K�H�\���F�R�X�O�G���F�R�Q�I�L�G�H�Q�W�O�\���O�R�R�N���I�R�U���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���´��

he wrote, fearing that t�K�H���³�E�H�V�W�L�D�O���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�\�´���L�Q���0�H�P�S�K�L�V���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�H�G���V�X�F�K���³�Q�L�F�H�´���O�D�G�L�H�V�����1�X�J�H�Q�W��

�F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���³�Q�X�P�H�U�R�X�V���F�D�V�H�V���R�I���L�O�O�H�J�L�W�L�P�D�F�\�´���D�P�R�Q�J���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�¶���Z�L�Y�H�V���L�Q���Q�R�U�W�K�H�D�V�W��

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�����D���S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�R�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�G���³�W�K�H���H�[�W�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���G�H�P�R�U�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�´���R�I��

traffic with the Yankees. Nugent seemed unconcerned, however, about how trade might have 

�P�R�U�D�O�O�\���E�D�Q�N�U�X�S�W�H�G���W�K�H���S�R�R�U�H�U�����D�O�O�H�J�H�G�O�\���W�U�H�D�V�R�Q�R�X�V���³�%�X�Q�F�R�P�E�H���*�D�O�V���´63 

In April, 1864, Mississippi Attorney General Thomas Wharton made similar remarks 

about female traders in Hinds County. �³�,���D�P���D�I�U�D�L�G���W�K�D�W�����L�Q���W�K�H���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���5�D�\�P�R�Q�G���D�Q�G��

Utica, women (I cannot call them ladies, however respectable they may have been before) mount 

their horses, and ride over the neighborhood, buying up cotton, to sell to the Yankees, & invest 

the proceeds in merchandize, such as coffee, clothing, &, in some instances, in any kind of 

�O�X�[�X�U�L�H�V���´���K�H���W�R�O�G���'�D�Y�L�V�� �/�L�N�H���1�X�J�H�Q�W�����Z�K�R���Z�D�U�Q�H�G���R�I���³�J�H�Q�W�O�H�´���D�Q�G���³�S�R�O�L�V�K�H�G�´���J�L�U�O�V���E�H�L�Q�J��

corrupted by treasonous commerce, Wharton used nationalistic language to demote former 

�³�O�D�G�L�H�V�´���L�Q�W�R���P�H�U�H���³�Z�R�P�H�Q���´���F�D�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���Q�R�W���I�R�U���W�U�D�G�L�Q�J���L�Q���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�����E�X�W���I�R�U���W�U�D�G�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��

�H�Q�H�P�\�����X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�R�Q���U�H�I�U�D�L�Q���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���E�R�X�J�K�W���³�O�X�[�X�U�L�H�V�´���D�V���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G��

disloyalty and corruption.64 

Both men framed th�H�L�U���F�U�L�W�L�F�L�V�P�V���R�I���³�S�R�O�L�V�K�H�G�´���I�H�P�D�O�H���W�U�D�G�H�U�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G���Z�K�D�W���%�D�U�E�D�U�D��

�&�X�W�W�H�U���F�D�O�O�V���W�K�H���L�G�H�D���R�I���³�U�H�G�H�P�S�W�L�Y�H���Z�R�P�D�Q�K�R�R�G���´���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H�G���E�\���I�H�P�D�O�H���H�V�S�R�X�V�D�O�V���R�I���P�R�U�D�O�L�W�\����

selflessness, and love in the midst of a nineteenth century economic expansion that engulfed 

                                                 
63 William L. Nugent to Nellie Smith Nugent, March 27, 1864, in Cash and Howorth, eds., My Dear Nellie, 163-
166. 
64 T.J. Wharton to Jefferson Davis, April 16, 1864, in Mississippi in the Confederacy: As They Saw It, Vols. 1 and 2, 
ed. John K. Bettersworth (1961, Repr., New York: Kraus Reprint Co., 1970), 307. 
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more people, including women, into a public marketplace rife with greed, competition, and vice. 

This immoral marketplace particularly threatened middle class women, viewed as the keepers of 

moral virtue. Unable to be kept out of the increasingly public marketplace, they were expected to 

�X�V�H���U�H�G�H�P�S�W�L�Y�H���Z�R�P�D�Q�K�R�R�G���W�R���I�L�J�K�W���V�L�Q���D�Q�G���H�Y�L�O���W�K�H�U�H�L�Q�����7�K�R�V�H���³�I�D�O�O�H�Q���Z�R�P�H�Q�´���Z�K�R���V�X�F�F�X�P�E�H�G��

�W�R���W�K�H���P�D�U�N�H�W�¶s vices lost their sexual purity and moral character. Nugent and Wharton 

recognized that the wartime marketplace added treason to the vices with which women had to 

�F�R�Q�W�H�Q�G�����7�K�H�\���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���V�X�F�K���F�R�U�U�X�S�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���S�R�R�U���³�%�X�Q�F�R�P�E�H���*�D�O�V���´���E�X�W���Z�R�U�U�L�H�G���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H��

�F�R�Q�W�U�D�E�D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�H�G���W�R���W�X�U�Q���P�L�G�G�O�H�F�O�D�V�V���³�O�D�G�L�H�V�´���O�L�N�H���1�X�J�H�Q�W�¶�V���V�L�V�W�H�U���L�Q�W�R���I�D�O�O�H�Q���Z�R�P�H�Q����

For these men, collusion with the Union was a particular vice born out of a wartime environment 

during which commerce remained constant. While the trade made poor women treasonous, it 

also threatened the sexual purity and moral selflessness of middle-class Mississippi women.65 

Nugent and Wharton might have considered their accusations of corrupted women 

supported by the fact that many female traders were wives of Confederate soldiers. Federal 

picket reports from outside of Memphis listed over a hundred traders who came into the city 

during the winter of 1863-1864, roughly twenty of whom were women. While the reports often 

lacked full names, at least nine of the women matched individuals who lived in north Mississippi 

but not Tennessee. They included Nancy Wiggins of Lafayette County, who made two trips to 

Memphis in December 1863, Martha Griffis of Desoto County, Lucinda Herring and Mary Baily 

of Itawamba County, and Sarah Gossett and Sarah Boyd of Tippah County. Also on the list was 

Sallie Winn, a single woman from Panola County, and Susie Duke, the daughter of a Pontotoc 

�&�R�X�Q�W�\���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U���Z�R�P�D�Q�����)�R�X�U���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���Z�R�P�H�Q���Z�H�U�H���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�¶���Z�L�Y�H�V�����6�D�U�D�K���*�R�V�V�H�W�W�¶�V���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G����

�-�R�K�Q�����D�Q�G���0�D�U�\���%�D�U�W�O�H�W�W�¶�V���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G�����-�D�P�H�V�����V�H�U�Y�H�G���L�Q���&�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���%���D�Q�G���/���R�I���W�K�H����nd Mississippi 

                                                 
65 Barbara Cutter, Domestic Devils, Battlefield Angels: The Radicalism of American Womanhood, 1830-1865 
(Dekalb, IL: Northern Illinois University Press, 2003), 8-10, 42. Quotes on 9 and 42.   
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�,�Q�I�D�Q�W�U�\�����/�X�F�L�Q�G�D���+�H�U�U�L�Q�J�¶�V���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G, Alexander, served in Company I, 1st Mississippi Infantry, 

�Z�K�L�O�H���1�D�Q�F�\���:�L�J�J�L�Q�V�¶���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G�����:�L�O�O�L�D�P�����V�H�U�Y�H�G���L�Q���&�R�P�S�D�Q�\���$��������th Mississippi Infantry. The 

�)�H�G�H�U�D�O���S�L�F�N�H�W���J�X�D�U�G�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���W�K�H�V�H���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���Q�D�P�H�V���D�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H���W�K�H���P�D�O�H���W�U�D�G�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���P�R�V�W���R�I��

them had Memphis-based co-�V�L�J�Q�H�U�V���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���E�D�O�H�V���R�I���F�R�W�W�R�Q�����7�K�H�V�H���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U����

�Q�H�H�G���Q�R�W���L�P�S�O�\�����S�H�U���1�X�J�H�Q�W�¶�V���D�Q�G���:�K�D�U�W�R�Q�¶�V���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V�����W�K�D�W���Z�R�P�H�Q���W�U�D�G�H�G���R�X�W���R�I���P�R�U�D�O��

weakness and its attendant treasonous baggage.66     

�)�H�P�D�O�H���W�U�D�G�H�U�V���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���³�Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\�´���W�R���G�H�I�O�H�F�W���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W���F�U�L�W�L�F�V�¶���W�U�H�D�V�R�Q�R�X�V��

�F�K�D�U�J�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H�V�H���F�O�D�L�P�V�����L�Q���W�X�U�Q�����K�H�O�S�H�G���P�D�V�N���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R���D�F�F�H�V�V���D���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I���J�R�R�G�V���D�W��

established trade centers for themselves and their families. By trading at Union-occupied depots 

like Memphis and Vicksburg, Mississippi women reacted to familiar market incentives like 

consumer choice and product availability that alongside domestic production, defined even rural 

non-slaveholding household organization by the 1860s. Vicksburg resident Sara Couper, like 

many others, casually took advantage of this product availability, telling her soldier husband how 

�K�H�U���I�U�L�H�Q�G�����0�R�O�O�L�H�����³�K�D�G���D�Q���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���V�H�Q�G���W�R���0�H�P�S�K�L�V���I�R�U���K�H�U���W�U�R�X�V�V�H�D�X���E�\���D���O�D�G�\���I�U�L�H�Q�G�����,��

�V�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���K�H�U�����������������W�R���J�H�W���D���P�D�Q�W�O�H�����V�K�R�H�V���	���J�O�R�Y�H�V���´67 Through their trading, women 

demonstrated an unwillingness to endure an arduous, wartime-induced state of pure domestic 

production that market capitalism had already alleviated. For all of its breaks with the past, the 

Civil War in Mississippi could not sever established market relations, and the Confederate state 

was not strong enough to make protective nationalism a reality by stopping the contraband trade.   

                                                 
66 Federal Picket Reports on Cotton, Memphis, 1863-64, December 16, 17, 22, 30, 31, 1863, January 2, 8, 1864, 
entry 260, box 43, RG 366, SARTP; 1860 U.S. Census and U.S. Civil War Soldiers Records and Profiles, Lafayette, 
Desoto, Itawamba, Tippah, Panola, Pontotoc Counties, Mississippi, Nancy Wiggins, Martha Griffis, Lucinda 
Herring, Mary Baily, Sarah J. Gossett, Sarah J. Boyd, Sallie A. Winn, Susie C. Duke, digital images, Ancestry.com 
(http://www.ancestry.com/: accessed  July 22, 2011). 
67 Sara Couper to James Maxwell Couper, October 30, 1862, Couper Family Papers, 1827-1955,  microfilm, ser. 3, 
00186-z, SHC. 
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So intact were these pre-war commercial ties that, contrary to their critics, some 

Mississippians claimed that trading with the Union could help the Confederacy by supplying 

their state with provisions in addition to aiding themselves. C�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���I�O�R�R�G�H�G���W�K�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U�¶�V��

office with conditional offers to furnish Mississippi with supplies obtained at Union lines. 

Typical were proposals like that of W.M. Deason, who promised Governor Clark that he 

�Z�R�X�O�G���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�H���J�R�R�G�V���I�U�R�P���8�Q�L�R�Q���O�L�Q�H�V���W�R���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�����³�,���D�P���S�R�R�U���D�Q�G���Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���G�R��

�V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���I�R�U���P�\�V�H�O�I���D�Q�G���D�O�V�R���I�R�U���P�\���V�W�D�W�H���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���K�L�V���Gischarge from the 15th 

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���,�Q�I�D�Q�W�U�\�����S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���6�L�P�R�Q���+�D�U�W�O�H�\���V�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���&�O�D�U�N���D���S�O�D�Q���I�R�U���³�S�U�R�F�X�U�L�Q�J��

�V�X�S�S�O�L�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\�¶�V���O�L�Q�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���X�V�H���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���´���E�X�W���K�H���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W�H�G��

�W�K�D�W���K�H���Z�D�V���³�F�R�P�S�H�O�O�H�G���W�R���H�D�U�Q���D���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���´���8�S�R�Q���K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���&�O�D�U�N�¶�V���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�V���D�W���³�S�U�R�F�X�U�L�Q�J��

�V�X�S�S�O�L�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���´���+�R�O�O�\���V�S�U�L�Q�J�V���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���)���/�����0�D�U�W�L�Q���L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���&�O�D�U�N���W�K�D�W���³�L�I���\�R�X��

will give me a permit to carry the cotton through our lines, I will furnish my own cotton to buy 

�W�K�H���V�X�S�S�O�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���´ �0�D�F�R�Q�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���'�U�����-���5�����&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���V�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\���S�U�R�P�L�V�H�G�����³�,���Z�L�O�O���W�X�U�Q��

over to the state of Miss. one half of the proceeds of any cotton you may allow me to transport 

�L�Q�W�R���D���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���P�D�U�N�H�W�����L�Q���V�X�F�K���D�U�P�\���V�X�S�S�O�L�H�V���D�V���,���P�D�\���E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���J�H�W���R�X�W���´���$�Q�R�Wher Macon 

resident, Charles Newman, told Clark that he could supply Mississippi with much-needed cotton 

�F�D�U�G�V���R�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���³�I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\�����������������W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G���S�D�L�U�V���Z�K�L�F�K���,���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U���,���D�P���W�R���E�H���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���W�R��

�S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H���D�Q�G���V�K�L�S���E�H�\�R�Q�G���R�X�U���O�L�Q�H�V�������������«�E�D�O�H�V���R�I���F�R�W�W�R�Q�«�Z�K�L�F�K���,���S�U�R�S�R�V�H���W�R���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H���L�Q���W�K�D�W��

�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���O�L�D�E�O�H���W�R���W�K�H���U�D�L�G�V���R�I���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\���´68  

Those Mississippians with established business connections in Memphis were 

particularly apt to trade there. Writing from Grenada, Mississippi in November 1862, Captain 

�-���6�����5�H�L�G���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���W�K�H���Y�R�O�X�P�H���R�I���³illicit  trade now being carried out between this place and the 

                                                 
68 W.M. Deason to Charles Clark, January 6, 1864, S.M. Hartley to Charles Clark, July 13, 1864, F.L. Martin to 
Charles Clark, July 15, 1864, Dr. J.R. Christian to Charles Clark, March 28, 1864, Charles Newman to Charles 
Clark, January 15, 1864, all in Clark Correspondence, box 949, MDAH. 
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�&�L�W�\���R�I���0�H�P�S�K�L�V�´���D�V���E�H�L�Q�J���³�H�Q�W�L�U�H�O�\���W�R�R���J�U�H�D�W���´���D�G�G�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�P�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W�V���D�U�H���D�O�P�R�V�W���G�D�L�O�\���R�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J��

�Q�H�Z���J�R�R�G�V�«�V�X�F�K���D�V���D�U�H���Q�R�W���P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���D�W���W�K�L�V���W�L�P�H���´���'�H�V�R�W�R���&�R�X�Q�W�\���I�D�U�P�H�U���)���7����

�3�D�L�Q�H���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�L�V���³�R�O�G���0�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W�V���L�Q���0�H�P�S�K�L�V�´���F�R�X�O�G���V�X�S�S�O�\���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���Z�L�W�K�����������������S�D�L�U�V��

�R�I���F�R�W�W�R�Q���F�D�U�G�V���X�Q�G�H�U���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���K�H���E�H���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���W�R���³�W�D�N�H���F�R�W�W�R�Q���W�R���D�Q�\���P�D�U�N�H�W���,���P�D�\���I�L�Q�G���P�R�V�W��

conven�L�H�Q�W���W�R���S�D�\���I�R�U���W�K�H�P���´���&�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�W�O�\�����3�D�L�Q�H���O�L�Y�H�G���³�Q�H�D�U���W�K�H���>�)�H�G�H�U�D�O�@���O�L�Q�H�V���´���W�K�R�X�J�K���K�H��

swore he would only patronize the enemy in exchange for supplies beneficial to Mississippians. 

�6�L�P�L�O�D�U���W�R���3�D�L�Q�H�����%���%�����:�L�O�N�L�Q�V�R�Q���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���D�V���D�Q���D�J�H�Q�W���W�R���³�S�U�R�F�Hed at once to the 

�Y�L�F�L�Q�L�W�\���R�I���0�H�P�S�K�L�V���D�Q�G���R�S�H�Q���D���F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���S�D�U�W�L�H�V���W�K�H�U�H�´���Z�L�W�K���Z�K�R�V�H���K�H�O�S���:�L�O�N�L�Q�V�R�Q��

would furnish cotton cards and other supplies to Mississippi. In December 1862, from Grenada, 

Mississippi, E.C. Cabell told Secretary Seddon that �³�P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���V�X�S�S�O�L�H�V���Q�R�Z���V�R���P�X�F�K���Q�H�H�G�H�G��

�E�\���W�K�H���$�U�P�\���F�D�Q���E�H���R�E�W�D�L�Q�H�G���I�U�R�P���0�H�P�S�K�L�V�����L�I���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�O�O���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�H���L�W���´���&�D�E�H�O�O���Z�D�V��

�D�F�T�X�D�L�Q�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���0�H�P�S�K�L�V���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�P�H�Q���Z�K�R���Z�R�X�O�G���³�I�X�U�Q�L�V�K���V�X�S�S�O�L�H�V�´���I�R�U���³�H�L�W�K�H�U���D���S�H�U�F�H�Q�W�D�J�H���L�Q��

�W�K�H���F�R�V�W�����R�U���D���V�W�L�S�X�O�D�W�H�G���V�X�P���´ William A. Strong, Mayor of Greenwood, Mississippi, boasted 

�W�K�D�W���K�H���K�D�G���³�V�H�H�Q���D���J�H�Q�W�O�H�P�H�Q�«�Z�K�R�«�N�Q�R�Z�V���D���P�D�Q���L�Q���0�H�P�S�K�L�V�����Z�K�R���F�D�Q���J�H�W���D���E�R�D�W���W�R��

�D�Q�\�Z�K�H�U�H���K�H���G�H�V�L�U�H�V�����D�Q�G���W�R���E�H���O�D�G�H�Q���Z�L�W�K���Z�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U���K�H���P�D�\���Z�L�V�K���´���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���F�L�W�\�����6�W�U�R�Q�J�¶�V��

connection was Choctaw County, Mississippi resident Robert Kirk, who wrote to Governor 

�&�O�D�U�N���I�U�R�P���0�R�E�L�O�H�����S�U�R�S�R�V�L�Q�J���D�W���6�W�U�R�Q�J�¶�V���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�L�R�Q���W�R���I�X�U�Q�L�V�K���F�R�W�W�R�Q���D�Q�G���Z�R�R�O���F�D�U�G�V���W�R��

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���L�Q���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���I�R�U���S�H�U�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���W�R���V�K�L�S���³�E�H�\�R�Q�G���R�X�U���O�L�Q�H�V���R�Q�H���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G���%�D�O�H�V���R�I���&�R�W�W�R�Q���´��

As the conduit for goods Kirk shipped from Memphis, Strong stood to gain a cut of the profits.69 

                                                 
69 J.S. Reid to Unidentified Major, November 14, 1862, Pemberton Papers, folder 7, box 1, NARA; F.T. Paine to 
Charles Clark, January 16, 1864, Clark Correspondence, box 949; B.B. Wilkinson to Charles Clark, December 12, 
1863, Ibid; E.C. Cabell to James A. Seddon, December 24, 1862, Nos. B 776-903, Roll 84, Letters Received by the 
Confederate Secretary of War, (Hereafter cited as LRCSW) M-437, War Department Collection of Confederate 
Records, RG 109, NARA; W.A. Strong to Charles Clark, December 12, 1864, Clark Correspondence, box 950; 
Robert L. Kirk to Charles Clark, January 12, 1864, Ibid, box 949; 1860 U.S. Census, Carroll and Chocktaw 
Counties, Mississippi, William A. Strong, Robert Kirk, digital images, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com/: 
accessed  June 10, 2010). 
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Each of these prospective traders acted on multiple loyalties, trying to make a profit for 

themselves while also helping their country. Following his 1864 parole from a Mississippi 

�F�D�Y�D�O�U�\���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\�����$�O�E�H�U�W���4�����:�L�W�K�H�U�V���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���W�K�D�W���&�O�D�U�N���D�S�S�R�L�Q�W���K�L�P���³�\�R�X�U���D�J�H�Q�W���W�R���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O��

�>�V�L�F�@���W�K�H���F�R�W�W�R�Q���W�U�D�G�H���W�R���0�H�P�S�K�L�V���´���:�L�W�K�H�U�V���K�D�G���³�P�D�Q�\���W�U�X�H���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���L�Q���W�K�H���F�L�W�\�´���W�K�D�W���S�U�H�G�D�W�H�G���W�K�H��

war, and suggested reestablishing these connections, with �K�L�P�V�H�O�I���D�V���W�K�H���J�R�R�G�V�¶���F�R�Q�G�X�L�W���I�U�R�P��

Memphis into Mississippi. Former Mississippi resident and Memphis-based cotton broker, W.L. 

Dogan, likewise touted his commercial prowess. In February 1863, he told Pettus that Pontotoc 

�&�R�X�Q�W�\���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���K�D�G���³�V�R�O�L�F�L�W�H�G�´���K�Lm to supply them with articles to be obtained in Lawrenceburg, 

�7�H�Q�Q�H�V�V�H�H�����F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���K�H���F�R�X�O�G���³�V�X�S�S�O�\���W�K�H���Z�D�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�´���L�Q���³�������R�U���������G�D�\�V���´���:�K�L�O�H��

�'�R�J�D�Q���N�Q�H�Z���R�I���R�W�K�H�U���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V���W�U�D�G�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���³�L�Q���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���Z�L�V�K�H�V���R�I���D�O�O��

true �6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q�H�U�V���´���K�H���S�O�H�G�J�H�G���K�L�V���³�Z�R�U�G���R�I���K�R�Q�R�U�´���W�R���³�D�Y�R�L�G���D�O�O���W�U�D�G�H���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�F�R�X�U�V�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��

�H�Q�H�P�\���´���<�H�W���'�R�J�D�Q�¶�V���K�R�Q�R�U���V�H�H�P�H�G���O�H�V�V���E�L�Q�G�L�Q�J���D���\�H�D�U���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���Z�K�H�Q���K�H���D�V�N�H�G���'�D�Y�L�V���I�R�U��

�S�H�U�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���W�R���W�U�D�G�H���F�R�W�W�R�Q���D�W���0�H�P�S�K�L�V���L�Q���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���I�R�U���³�Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�L�H�V���´���³�,���I�H�H�O���W�K�D�W �,���F�R�X�O�G���P�D�N�H�«��

�I�D�Y�R�U�D�E�O�H���W�H�U�P�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���D�W���0�H�P�S�K�L�V���´���K�H���D�U�J�X�H�G�����³�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�V���,���G�R�«�W�K�H��

�F�K�D�Q�Q�H�O�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���Z�K�L�F�K���I�D�Y�R�U�V���D�U�H���R�E�W�D�L�Q�H�G���´70 Such skills would be expected from a cotton 

�E�U�R�N�H�U���Z�K�R���Z�R�U�N�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���F�L�W�\�����D�Q�G���J�L�Y�H�Q���'�R�J�D�Q�¶�V���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J�Q�H�V�V���W�R trade with the Federals in 1862, 

it seems unlikely that, his promise notwithstanding, he would harbor any qualms about 

continuing such business in 1863. 

�'�R�J�D�Q�¶�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���P�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W�V�¶���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����Z�H�U�H���Q�R�W���X�Q�S�U�H�F�H�G�H�Q�W�H�G�����W�K�H�\���S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O�H�G��

those of merchants during the French and Indian War and the American Revolution who traded 

                                                 
70 �$���4�����:�L�W�K�H�U�V���W�R���&�K�D�U�O�H�V���&�O�D�U�N�����������2�F�W�R�E�H�U�����������������&�O�D�U�N���&�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�F�H�����E�R�[�������������0�'�$�+�����³�&�D�S�W�����$�O�E�H�U�W���4����
�:�L�W�K�H�U�V���´���L�Q��Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Mississippi, Volume II:(1891; repr., Spartanburg, South 
Carolina: Reprint Co., 1978); 1066-1067; W.L. Dogan to John J. Pettus, February 11, 1863, Pettus Correspondence, 
roll 2812, vol. 50, MDAH; W.L. Dogan to Jefferson Davis, November 17, 1862, roll 89, LRCSW, NARA; 1860 
U.S. Census, Shelby County, Tennessee, W.L. Dogan, digital image, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com/: 
accessed  July 6, 2011). 
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with their ostensible enemies in the name of continuing commerce.71 Even in war some 

Mississippians found old habits hard to break. It mattered little that their trade connections were 

now the common enemy in Yankee blue, because they operated out of the same places, 

especially Memphis, that hosted such exchanges before 1861.72 Traders denied conflict between 

their different fidelities. After all, commerce with the enemy was legal if done under Confederate 

�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�����,�W���P�D�G�H���V�H�Q�V�H���W�R���O�R�R�N���R�X�W���I�R�U���R�Q�H�¶�V���V�H�O�I��and �R�Q�H�¶�V���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���Z�K�H�Q��

both actions could be done together.  

In 1864, J.D. Burch and other residents of Bolivar County admitted as much to Governor 

�&�O�D�U�N���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H�\���G�L�V�S�X�W�H�G���F�K�D�U�J�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���W�U�D�G�H�G���Z�L�W�K���0�H�P�S�K�L�V���³�I�R�U���W�K�H���P�D�L�Q���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���R�I���J�D�L�Q���´��

�³�1�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\���L�V���V�D�L�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���Q�R���O�D�Z�����Z�H���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�H�O�O�H�G���W�R���V�D�Y�H���O�L�I�H���´���%�X�U�F�K���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�:�H���D�O�O���K�D�Y�H��

�O�D�U�J�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���Z�K�L�W�H���D�Q�G���E�O�D�F�N���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���´���K�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G�����³�D�Q�\���R�W�K�H�U���F�R�X�U�V�H�«�Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���E�U�R�X�J�K�W��

�G�H�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���´���0���'�����6�K�H�O�O�\�����D���F�R-�V�L�J�Q�H�U���R�I���%�X�U�F�K�¶�V���S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�����G�H�I�H�Q�G�H�G���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���D�V��

a patriotic act. Cotton was the only source of income, cash or otherwise, he said, and that income 

�F�D�P�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���<�D�Q�N�H�H�V�����³�+�R�Z���D�U�H���Z�H���W�R���S�D�\���R�X�U���W�D�[�H�V���± �Z�H���F�D�Q�¶�W���G�R���L�W���X�Q�O�H�V�V���Z�H���D�U�H���S�H�U�P�L�W�W�H�G��

�W�R���V�H�O�O���F�R�W�W�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\���´���6�K�H�O�O�\���D�U�J�X�H�G�����M�X�V�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J���Z�K�D�W���V�R�P�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���Z�D�V���D��

disloyal act if �W�K�H���H�Q�G���J�R�D�O���Z�D�V���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�����³�:�H���D�U�H���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�Q�[�L�R�X�V���W�R���S�D�\��

�R�X�U���W�D�[�H�V���´���K�H���V�W�D�W�H�G�����³�D�Q�G���G�R���D�O�O���Z�H���F�D�Q���W�R���D�V�V�L�V�W���E�R�W�K���6�W�D�W�H���	���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���J�R�Y�W�V���´���/�L�Y�L�Q�J���V�R�X�W�K��

of Federally-occupied Natchez, planter J. Alexander Ventress similarly defended the trade as 

�S�D�W�U�L�R�W�L�F�����³�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Z�H�D�O�W�K���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H���W�R���&�O�D�U�N�����³�L�V���Q�D�X�J�K�W���H�O�V�H���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���V�X�P���R�I���W�K�H���Z�H�D�O�W�K���R�I���W�K�H��

individual citizens of the nation �± In a word, destroy our cotton and you stress the tendon 

�$�F�K�L�O�O�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���Z�D�U���´�����/�L�N�H���R�W�K�H�U���W�U�D�G�H�U�V�����9�H�Q�W�U�H�V�V���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�H���W�U�D�G�H���Z�R�X�O�G���D�O�O�R�Z���³�V�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H��

                                                 
71 Thomas M. Truxes, Defying Empire: Trading with the Enemy in Colonial New York (New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 2008), 1-8; Buskirk, Generous Enemies, 107-113. 
72 �6�H�H���-�R�V�H�S�K���+�����3�D�U�N�V�����³�$���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���7�U�D�G�H���&�H�Q�W�H�U���X�Q�G�H�U���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���2�F�F�X�S�D�W�L�R�Q�����0�H�P�S�K�L�V���������������W�R�������������´��Journal 
of Southern History 7 (Aug., 1941): 289-314 and Robert A. Sigafoos, Cotton Row to Beale Street: A Business 
History of Memphis (Memphis: Memphis State University Press, 1979), 27-28, 40-44. 
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�P�R�V�W���Q�H�H�G�I�X�O���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�L�H�V���R�I���O�L�I�H���>�W�R���E�H�@���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���R�X�U���O�L�Q�H�V���´73 Like Burch and Shelly, 

Ventress argued that in embracing a protective nationalism by preventing trade with the Federals, 

the Confederacy negle�F�W�H�G���L�W�V���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���K�D�U�P�H�G���L�W�V���R�Z�Q���F�D�X�V�H���� 

State officials like Governor Clark eventually came to the same conclusion and supported 

a limited trade with the Union. Drawing on appeals from citizens, Clark permitted trade by state 

government-�V�D�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�H�G���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�����F�L�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G���W�R���E�U�L�Q�J���J�R�R�G�V���³�R�I��prime and immediate 

�Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\�´���L�Q�W�R���K�L�V���V�W�D�W�H�����%�\���L�Q�Y�R�N�L�Q�J���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\�����&�O�D�U�N���H�P�E�U�D�F�H�G���W�U�D�G�H���D�V���D���Z�D�\���R�I���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�L�Q�J��

the Confederacy by materially strengthening its people. Other Confederate officials agreed. 

Responding to complaints by Vicksburg commander Pemberton, Secretary of War Seddon 

�H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���W�U�D�G�H���P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���³�D���F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W���G�H�P�R�U�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q��

�\�R�X�U���G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���´���W�K�H���:�D�U���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���V�D�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�H�G���W�U�D�G�H���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�V���R�X�W���R�I���D���³�V�W�U�R�Q�J���F�R�Q�Y�L�F�W�L�R�Q�´���W�R��

adequately supply the citizens and soldiers. Seddon found it impracticable for Pemberton to 

�R�S�S�R�V�H���D���W�U�D�G�H���W�K�D�W���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�H�U�H���E�R�X�Q�G���W�R���³�L�Q�G�X�O�J�H���L�Q���W�R���D���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�E�O�H���H�[�W�H�Q�W���´74 �6�H�G�G�R�Q�¶�V��

�D�G�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���³�E�R�X�Q�G�´���W�R���W�U�D�G�H���G�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���E�H�V�W���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�V���W�R��

stop them �X�Q�G�H�U�V�F�R�U�H�G���W�K�D�W���G�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G���Z�D�U�W�L�P�H���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O���S�R�Z�H�U�����L�W���F�R�X�O�G��

neither stop individuals from wanting to trade nor stop them from acting on such desires.  

Recognizing that the government was not strong enough to stop the trade, some insisted 

that trading might as well be used as a means of fighting against the Federals. In an appeal to the 

Confederate Congress in October 1863, Louisianan F.D. Conrad argued that although 

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���D�Q�G���/�R�X�L�V�L�D�Q�D�¶�V���W�U�D�G�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���<�D�Q�N�H�H�V���P�L�J�K�W���D�S�S�Har treasonous to some, 

�Z�D�U�W�L�P�H���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���G�H�P�D�Q�G�H�G���P�R�U�H���Q�X�D�Q�F�H�G���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�V�����³�&�D�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H��

                                                 
73 Bolivar County Citizens to Charles Clark, February 20, 1864, Clark Correspondence, box 949; M.D. Shelly to 
Charles Clark, September 28, 1864, Ibid, box 950; J. Alexander Ventress to Charles Clark, February 6, 1864, Ibid, 
box 949. 
74 Charles Clark to Major Saunders, October 24, 1864, Clark Correspondence, box 950; OR, ser. 1, vol. 17, pt. 2, 
pgs. 839-840. 
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�H�Q�H�P�\�¶�V���O�L�Q�H�V�����L�Q���V�S�L�W�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���Y�L�J�L�O�D�Q�F�H�����R�I���W�K�H�V�H���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�L�H�V�«�E�H���L�Q�M�X�U�L�R�X�V���W�R���W�K�H��

�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�"�´���&�R�Q�U�D�G���D�V�N�H�G�����³�,�I���V�R���´���K�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G�����³�L�W���L�V��strange that the enemy has deemed it 

so important to prevent their introduction, so important as to consider the prohibition of their 

�L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���P�R�V�W���U�H�O�L�D�E�O�H���P�H�D�Q�V���I�R�U���R�X�U���G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���V�X�E�M�X�J�D�W�L�R�Q���´���,�I���W�K�H��

Federals believed that the trade hurt their cause, Conrad reasoned, the Confederacy should 

embrace it.75 

None other than Brigadier General James Chalmers eventually came to this same 

�F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q�����,�Q�L�W�L�D�O�O�\�����K�H���R�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�K�H���W�U�D�G�H�����E�X�W���E�\���O�D�W�H�������������K�D�G���D���F�K�D�Q�J�H���R�I���K�H�D�U�W�����³�:�K�H�Q���,���F�D�P�H��

to this district I thought any man was a traitor who would sell cotton to the enemy for any 

�S�X�U�S�R�V�H���´���K�H���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���W�R���-�D�F�R�E���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q���I�U�R�P���2�[�I�R�U�G�����³�,���Q�R�Z���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���´���K�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G�����³�W�K�D�W��

our people on the border who have been compelled to trade with the enemy for subsistence are 

more patriotic and more liberal to our soldiers than those in the interior, and that they have been 

�J�U�H�D�W�O�\���P�L�V�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���G�L�G���Q�R�W���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���´���&�K�D�O�P�H�U�V�¶���R�I�I�H�U�H�G���D��

straightforward reasoning for his turnaround. Since the fall of Memphis, he stated, the people in 

�Q�R�U�W�K���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���O�H�I�W���³�W�R���O�L�Y�H���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���´���D�Q�G���³�X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H�V�H���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���W�K�H�\��

traded with the enemy, and the husbands, sons and fathers in our army of the women in North 

Mississippi were supplied with many articles of clothing and comfort that came from the 

�H�Q�H�P�\�¶�V���O�L�Q�H�V���´���7�K�H���W�U�D�G�H�¶�V���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W�V�����&�K�D�O�P�H�U�V���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G�����R�X�W�Z�H�L�J�K�H�G���L�W�V���G�R�Z�Q�V�L�G�H�V�����D�Q�G���K�H���I�H�O�W��

�W�K�D�W���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���M�X�V�W�L�I�L�H�G���W�K�L�V���F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q�����³�)�U�H�G�H�U�L�F�N���W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W���Z�D�V���W�K�H���Z�L�V�H�V�W���R�I���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���U�X�O�Hrs, and 

�K�H���G�L�G���Q�R�W���K�H�V�L�W�D�W�H���W�R���W�U�D�G�H���Z�L�W�K���K�L�V���H�Q�H�P�\�«�>�D�Q�G�@���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���J�R�O�G���Z�D�V���R�Q�H���R�I���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���P�R�V�W��

effective weapons in Revolutionary days and came near taking West Point, and I believe that 

southern cotton could have saved Vicksburg when southern arms were �S�R�Z�H�U�O�H�V�V���W�R���G�R���V�R���´76 

                                                 
75 OR, ser. 4, vol. 2, pgs. 854-856. 
76 Ibid, ser. 1, vol. 31, pt. 3, pgs. 833-835. 
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�6�R�P�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���R�I�I�L�F�H�U�V���V�K�D�U�H�G���&�K�D�O�P�H�U�V�¶���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���W�K�H���W�U�D�G�H���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W�W�H�G���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H��

�F�D�X�V�H�����,�Q���H�D�U�O�\���-�X�O�\���������������Q�D�W�L�Y�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q���D�Q�G���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���V�F�R�X�W���-�R�K�Q���5�L�O�H�\���J�R�W���Z�R�U�G���W�K�D�W���³�D��

certain widow Hildebrand �³�K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���N�H�H�S�L�Q�J���³�V�P�X�J�J�O�H�G���J�R�R�G�V���I�R�U���V�D�O�H�´���R�Q���W�K�H���+�H�U�Q�D�Q�G�R���5�R�D�G��

�R�X�W�V�L�G�H���R�I���+�R�O�O�\���6�S�U�L�Q�J�V�����5�L�O�H�\���Z�H�Q�W���W�R���+�L�O�G�H�E�U�D�Q�G�¶�V���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���I�R�X�Q�G���J�R�R�G�V���³�W�R���W�K�H���D�P�R�X�Q�W��

�R�U���Z�R�U�W�K���R�I���D�E�R�X�W�����������������´���+�H���Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���P�D�Q�\���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���R�Q���W�K�H��

�S�U�H�P�L�V�H�V�´���E�X�W���K�H���Z�H�Q�W���X�Q�U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���G�X�H���W�R his Rebel uniform. Hildebrand was not on the 

�S�U�H�P�L�V�H�V�����E�X�W���V�K�H���Z�D�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���³�0�U�V�����(���-�����+�L�O�G�H�E�U�D�Q�G�´���Z�K�R�P���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���S�L�F�N�H�W���U�H�S�R�U�W�V��

documented as having made at least four trips to Memphis to trade cotton in the winter of 1863-

1864. Trading helped her funnel goods to Confederate soldiers. In the spring of 1864 Major 

�*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���'�D�Q���6�L�F�N�O�H�V���F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���W�R���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q���W�K�D�W���³�L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�\���L�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�H�G���L�P�P�H�Q�V�H��

�V�X�S�S�O�L�H�V���J�R���W�R���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\���´���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���W�U�D�G�H���Z�D�V���D���³�F�R�Q�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W�V���D���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G��

rebels �Z�K�H�U�H���L�W���U�H�O�L�H�Y�H�V���R�Q�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���P�D�Q���´���$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���0�H�P�S�K�L�V-�E�D�V�H�G���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���R�I�I�L�F�H�U���Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H��

practical operation of commercial intercourse from this city with the States in Rebellion has been 

�W�R���K�H�O�S���O�D�U�J�H�O�\���W�R���I�H�H�G�����F�O�R�W�K�H�����D�U�P���D�Q�G���H�T�X�L�S���R�X�U���H�Q�H�P�L�H�V���´77 

Brigadier General Alfred Ellet found what he considered to be material proof of this fact 

in June 1863, following a skirmish with Confederate cavalry and an ensuing raid on the town of 

�$�X�V�W�L�Q�����L�Q���7�X�Q�L�F�D���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�����³�,���K�D�G���W�K�H���K�R�X�V�H�V���D�O�O���V�H�D�U�F�K�H�G�����D�Q�G���I�Rund ample evidence 

�W�K�D�W���D���O�D�U�J�H���V�P�X�J�J�O�L�Q�J���W�U�D�G�H���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O�O�\���F�D�U�U�L�H�G���R�Q���D�W���W�K�L�V���S�R�L�Q�W���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����(�O�O�H�W���I�R�X�Q�G��

�E�D�U�U�H�O�V���V�W�X�I�I�H�G���Z�L�W�K���³�P�R�O�D�V�V�H�V���D�Q�G���V�X�J�D�U�����V�D�O�W�����Z�K�L�V�N�H�\�����I�L�V�K�����S�L�H�F�H�V���R�I���G�U�\���J�R�R�G�V�����D�Q�G���O�D�U�J�H��

quantities of medicines in the original packages, all more unmistakable evidence of the 

�R�F�F�X�S�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���H�Q�J�D�J�H�G���L�Q���´�$�I�W�H�U���E�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�R�Z�Q�����(�O�O�H�W���P�H�W���W�Z�R���W�U�D�G�L�Q�J���E�R�D�W�V���W�K�D�W��

                                                 
77 J.F. Riley and J.J. Williams to W.W. Jackson, May 5, 1864, roll 39, UPMF; Federal Picket Reports on Cotton, 
Memphis, 1863-64, December 31, 1863, January  8, 15, 16, 1864, SARTP; OR, ser. 1, vol. 39, pt. 1, pgs. 60-61; 
Ibid, 22-23. 
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arrived at the river bank from Memphis, showing permits to bring out hefty amounts of cotton. 

�³�7�K�H�\���K�D�G���Q�R���J�R�R�G�V���V�D�Y�H���V�Rme bagging and rope on board, yet there were many suspicious 

circumstances that induced the impression upon my mind that the arrival of these boats and this 

command of the enemy so near the same time was occasioned by pre-�F�R�Q�F�H�U�W�H�G���D�U�U�D�Q�J�H�P�H�Q�W���´��

Ellet noted. The Federals often found Mississippi civilians to be less than trustworthy when it 

came to their engagement in the trade.78 

Indeed, just as Union forces found it difficult to tell if Mississippians who swore the oath 

�Z�H�U�H���W�U�X�O�\���³�O�R�\�D�O���´���W�K�H�\���D�O�V�R���F�R�X�O�G���Qever be sure if traders were merely buying necessities for 

themselves or their families, or smuggling goods to Confederate troops. Such was the case when 

Union officers learned from a female spy that Hinds County dentist A.H. Hardenstein, sporting a 

permit �I�U�R�P���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���0���/�����6�P�L�W�K�����Z�D�V���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���R�W�K�H�U���V�H�F�U�H�W���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V���W�R���V�P�X�J�J�O�H���³�D�U�P�V����

�E�R�R�W�V�����V�K�R�H�V�����D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���F�R�Q�W�U�D�E�D�Q�G���J�R�R�G�V���P�D�U�N�H�G���D�V���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���H�O�V�H���´���R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J���O�L�Q�H�V��

�W�R���5�H�E�H�O���W�U�R�R�S�V���R�Q���W�K�H���%�L�J���%�O�D�F�N���5�L�Y�H�U�����³�8�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���J�X�L�V�H���R�I���D���W�U�D�G�H�U�����'�U����Hardenstein was also 

�D�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�S�\���I�R�U���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V�����E�H�L�Q�J���W�K�R�U�R�X�J�K�O�\���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�Q�I�L�G�H�Q�F�H���´���Z�U�R�W�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���0�D�M�R�U��

A.M. Jackson.79  

Hardenstein was not alone in using the veneer of trade to act as a Confederate spy. After 

being captured in north Mississippi by Federal troops in October 1863, Confederate Corporal 

Thomas Swan revealed the names of several traders who had been assisting Rebel troops. 

�$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���6�Z�D�Q�¶�V���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�����'�H�V�R�W�R���&�R�X�Q�W�\���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���*�H�R�U�J�H���%�D�U�O�H�\�����D�F�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���F�R�Q�F�H�U�W���Z�L�W�K��

his mother, had been �H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���F�R�W�W�R�Q���D�W���0�H�P�S�K�L�V���I�R�U���V�X�S�S�O�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���³�K�H���V�H�O�O�V���W�R���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���R�U��

�V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���´���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���&�R�X�Q�W�\���Q�D�W�L�Y�H���-�R�K�Q���:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V�����D���V�R�O�G�L�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H����rd Mississippi Cavalry 

                                                 
78 OR, Naval Records, ser. 1, vol. 25, pg. 128. 
79 Ibid, ser. 1, vol. 49, pt. 2, pg. 179; 1860 U.S. Census, Hinds County, Mississippi, A.H. Hardenstein, digital image, 
Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com/: accessed  September 22, 2010). 
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�%�D�W�W�D�O�L�R�Q�����³�U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\�´���H�Q�J�D�J�H�G���L�Q���E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���F�R�W�W�R�Q���W�R���0�H�P�S�K�L�V�����³�V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���W�Z�L�F�H���D���Z�H�H�N���´��

Willi �D�P�V�����W�K�H���U�H�S�R�U�W���Q�R�W�H�G�����³�G�R�H�V���&�K�D�O�P�H�U�V���P�R�U�H���J�R�R�G���W�K�D�Q���K�D�U�P���E�\���E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���F�R�W�W�R�Q���L�Q�����>�+�H�@���K�D�V��

�R�I�W�H�Q���E�H�H�Q���D�U�U�H�V�W�H�G���	���W�D�N�H�Q���E�H�I�R�U�H���&�K�D�O�P�H�U�V���Z�K�R���D�O�Z�D�\�V���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�V���K�L�P���´���:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V���D�O�V�R��

�D�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W�O�\���R�S�H�U�D�W�H�G���D�V���&�K�D�O�P�H�U�V�¶���V�S�\�����-���$�����%�O�D�L�U�����D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���&�R�X�Q�W�\���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W who lived 

near Holly Springs, traded cotton at Memphis for goods like boots and calico that he sold to 

�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�����0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���&�R�X�Q�W�\���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q���:�L�O�O�L�D�P���:�R�Q�V�R�Q���K�D�G���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�W�O�\���³�S�D�V�V�H�G���L�Q�W�R��

�0�H�P�S�K�L�V���Q�H�D�U�O�\���H�Y�H�U�\���Z�H�H�N���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���V�X�P�P�H�U���´���$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���K�H��denied selling goods to Rebel 

�W�U�R�R�S�V�����K�H���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���³�K�H�V�L�W�D�W�H���W�R���G�R���V�R���L�I���K�H���K�D�G���W�L�P�H���W�R���V�S�D�U�H���´���6�X�F�K���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���Z�H�U�H��

problematic for the Federals because their national loyalties were always under suspicion, and 

many seemed to be actively working for the �&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V�����³�7�K�H�V�H���P�H�Q���D�O�O���S�U�R�I�H�V�V���W�R���E�H���O�R�\�D�O���W�R��

the South with their neighbors and profess loyalty to the Federal Government when in the 

�S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I���R�X�U���W�U�R�R�S�V���´���D���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���R�I�I�L�F�H�U���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���6�Z�D�Q���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���D�V��

contraband traders.80 The Union government, like its Confederate counterpart, lacked the power 

to prevent Mississippians from trading. Even when Federal authorities tried to limit trading only 

�W�R���³�O�R�\�D�O�´���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�����Y�H�U�L�I�\�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���Z�D�V���D���W�D�V�N���V�L�P�S�O�\���E�H�\�R�Q�G���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V��

infrastructural capacity.       

Well aware that they could feign loyalty to Union forces, some Mississippians traded as a 

way to resist the Federal occupation of the South. Yet even for them, the trade elicited 

conflicting emotions. One such individual was Mississippi native Belle Edmondson, who spent 

most of the war on a farm in Shelby County, Tennessee. From this location she funneled supplies 

and funds from Memphis to Confederate soldiers and friends back in Mississippi, gaining such 

notoriety that Union commander Stephen Hurlbut issued a warrant for her arrest in 1864. In her 

                                                 
80 Arrest Statement of Thomas B. Swan, October 4, 1863, roll 19, UPMF; 1860 U.S. Census, Desoto, Marshall 
Counties, Mississippi, George Barley, H.L. Barley, John D. Williams, J.A. Blair, digital images, Ancestry.com 
(http://www.ancestry.com/: accessed  August 28, 2010). 
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diary, Edmondson detailed how she would �³fix my articles for �V�P�X�J�J�O�L�Q�J���´���³�:�H made a 

balmoral of the Grey cloth for uniform, �S�L�Q�¶�G the Hats to the inside of my hoops, tied the boots 

with a strong list, letting them fall directly in front, the cloth having monopolized the back & the 

Hats the side. All my letters, brass buttons, money, &c in my bosom���´���V�K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����(�G�P�R�Q�G�V�R�Q��

justified trading with the enemy by invoking her patrioti�F���G�X�W�\�����³�*�R�G���E�O�H�V�V���W�K�H���5�H�E�H�O�V���´���V�K�H��

�Z�U�R�W�H�����³�,���Z�R�X�O�G���U�L�V�N���P�\���O�L�I�H���D���G�R�]�H�Q���W�L�P�H�V���D���G�D�\���W�R���V�H�U�Y�H���W�K�H�P���´���2�Q���R�Q�H���W�U�L�S���K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����)�H�G�H�U�D�O��

�S�L�F�N�H�W�V���F�R�Q�I�L�V�F�D�W�H�G���W�K�U�H�H���K�D�W�V���V�K�H���L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G���D�V���J�L�I�W�V�����³�2h! how I hate them���´���V�K�H���I�X�P�H�G�����U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J��

having to deal with the Union on a daily basis. When Edmondson went back to Mississippi to 

collect cotton in October 1863, Cavalry Captain Thomas Henderson assured her not to feel guilty 

�W�D�N�L�Q�J���F�R�W�W�R�Q���W�R���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���O�L�Q�H�V�����³�7�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�H�G�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�W�W�R�Q���Z�L�O�O���V�X�U�H�O�\���G�R���X�V���P�R�U�H���J�R�R�G���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H��

�F�R�W�W�R�Q���Z�L�O�O���G�R���W�K�H�P���´���K�H���W�R�O�G���K�H�U��81  

Loyalty issues nagged at other ardent Confederates who dreamed of an independent 

Confederacy but knew that trading meant dependence on the Union, thereby displaying, if not 

admitting subjugation. Such an arrangement inevitably spawned confusion over who was trading 

for what purpose. Depending on the observer, a trader might be a true Confederate or a 

loathsome speculator. Mississippi Partisan Ranger C. Shermin ran into this problem when 

Confederate troops arrested Patrick Doyle, whom Shermin had contracted to exchange cotton at 

�0�H�P�S�K�L�V���I�R�U���F�O�R�W�K�H�V���D�Q�G���E�R�R�W�V�����3�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���(�D�U�O���9�D�Q���'�R�U�Q���I�R�U���'�R�\�O�H�¶�V���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�����6�K�H�U�P�L�Q��

�L�Q�V�L�V�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���'�R�\�O�H���Z�D�V���³�D���J�R�R�G���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q���D�Q�G���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�L�Q�J�����I�R�U���K�H���Z�D�V���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W��

with me, �D�Q�G���>�,�@���W�K�L�Q�N���W�K�D�W���K�L�V���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���J�R�R�G���R�I���W�K�H���>�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�@���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���´82 

�6�K�H�U�P�L�Q�¶�V���F�D�V�H���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�V���W�K�H���F�R�Q�I�X�V�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���W�U�D�G�L�Q�J���F�U�H�D�W�H�G�����'�R�\�O�H�¶�V���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���F�R�X�O�G���E�H��

interpreted as loyal or treasonous depending on the observer. 

                                                 
81 Loretta and William Galbraith, Eds. A Lost Heroine of the Confederacy: The Diaries and Letters of Belle 
Edmondson (Jackson: University of Mississippi Press, 1990), xiii-xxxi, 69-70, 82-83, 97, 113.  
82 C. Shermin to Maj. Gen. Earl Van Dorn, October 30, 1862, roll 73, LRCSW.   
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The experiences of Warren County cavalry scout Charles Allen, stationed around 

Vicksburg and its surrounding counties, revealed similar problems. Allen traded at Union lines to 

�V�X�S�S�O�\���K�L�V���X�Q�L�W���D�Q�G���J�H�W���J�R�R�G�V���O�L�N�H���F�R�I�I�H�H���I�R�U���K�L�V���I�D�P�L�O�\�����³�,�I���\�R�X���D�O�O���Z�D�Q�W���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���R�X�W���R�I���9���%����

se�Q�G���R�U���F�R�P�H���R�Y�H�U���W�R���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q���R�U���G�R�Z�Q���K�H�U�H���	���,���F�D�Q���J�H�W���\�R�X���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���\�R�X���Z�D�Q�W���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H���K�L�V��

�S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���������������(�[�F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���K�H���K�D�G���³�D���J�R�R�G���P�L�Q�G���W�R���J�R���W�R���Z�R�U�N���U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H��

�E�O�R�F�N�D�G�H���´���K�H���G�H�W�D�L�O�H�G���K�R�Z���K�L�V���V�O�D�Y�H�����/�L�J�H�����Z�H�Q�W���W�R���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J�����³�E�X�\�V���W�K�H���J�R�R�G�V���	 puts them in 

�K�L�V���U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���U�L�F�H���	���S�D�V�V�H�V���W�K�H���S�L�F�N�H�W�V���L�Q���W�K�D�W���Z�D�\���´���,�Q���������������$�O�O�H�Q���W�R�O�G���K�L�V���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���W�K�D�W���K�H���K�D�G��

�³�V�R�P�H���J�U�H�H�Q�E�D�F�N�V���W�R���V�H�Q�G���W�R���9���%�����I�R�U���V�R�P�H���F�R�I�I�H�H���I�R�U���\�R�X���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���F�K�D�Q�F�H���,���J�H�W���´���<�H�W���$�O�O�H�Q�¶�V��

scouting activity cast a cloak of irony over his �W�U�D�G�L�Q�J�����,�Q���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���������������R�Q�H���R�I���K�L�V���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\�¶�V��

�P�D�M�R�U���G�X�W�L�H�V���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���³�S�L�F�N�H�W�L�Q�J���D�O�O���W�K�H���I�R�U�G�V���D�Q�G���F�U�R�V�V�L�Q�J�V���R�Q���%�L�J���%�O�D�F�N���W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���N�H�H�S���S�H�R�S�O�H��

�I�U�R�P���F�U�R�V�V�L�Q�J���F�R�W�W�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���<�D�Q�N�H�H�V���´���,�I���W�K�H���L�U�R�Q�\���R�I���W�K�L�V���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���O�R�V�W���R�Q��

Allen, it was not �O�R�V�W���R�Q���K�L�V���&�R�O�R�Q�H�O�����Z�K�R���D�U�U�H�V�W�H�G���$�O�O�H�Q�¶�V���I�H�O�O�R�Z���F�D�Y�D�O�U�\�P�D�Q�����+�H�Q�U�\���+�\�O�D�Q�G�����I�R�U��

�E�X�\�L�Q�J���V�D�O�W���D�W���8�Q�L�R�Q���O�L�Q�H�V�����³�&�R�O�����:�R�R�G���L�Q�W�H�Q�G�V���W�R���F�R�Q�I�L�V�F�D�W�H���W�K�H���V�D�O�W���I�R�U���L�O�O�H�J�D�O���W�U�D�G�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��

�H�Q�H�P�\���´���$�O�O�H�Q���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�,���W�U�L�H�G���W�R���J�H�W���&�R�O�����:�R�R�G���W�R���O�H�W���K�L�P���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���V�D�O�W���± but he �U�H�I�X�V�H�G���´83 

Thus, Allen was a Confederate soldier who, along with others in his unit, traded with the 

Union, an act that his superiors deemed treasonous and ordered him to prevent other 

Mississippians from doing. This contradiction eventually led Allen to defend a fellow soldier 

when his own Colonel reprimanded that soldier for trading with the enemy. The issue of trading 

was always cloudy for nationalist-minded Confederates because of this contradiction: 

dependence on the Union in the name of Confederate i�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H�����7�K�H���Z�D�U�¶�V���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V��

challenged binary concepts of allegiance, and some Mississippians adopted an unpalatable means 

to serve desirable ends. 

                                                 
83 Charles B. Allen to Parents, October 4, 1863, September 11, 1864, October 15, Undated, James Allen and Charles 
B. Allen Papers, 1788-1869, microfilm, 01697, roll 1, SHC. 
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�7�K�H���F�R�Q�W�U�D�E�D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�H���L�Q���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���U�H�Y�H�D�O�V���K�R�Z���W�K�H���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U�¶�V���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���G�U�R�Y�H��

Mississippians to negotiate between loyalties to self, family, community, and nation. Proponents 

of a self-sufficient Confederacy viewed trading with the Federals as a disloyal act because it 

made the Confederacy dependent on the Union. It also depreciated Confederate currency, 

�E�R�R�V�W�H�G���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���J�U�H�H�Q�E�D�F�N�V���D�Q�G���V�X�S�S�O�L�H�G���F�R�W�W�R�Q���W�K�D�W���I�X�Q�G�H�G���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q�¶�V���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Z�D�U��

materials. Still, others considered it a patriotic act because it brought food and supplies to 

Mississippi civilians and soldiers. Advocates of the latter position implicitly preferred free trade 

with the Union in place of an impracticable protective nationalism. Thus, viewing contraband 

�W�U�D�G�H�U�V���D�V���³�Z�H�D�N�´���R�U���³�V�W�U�R�Q�J�´���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���W�K�D�W���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V��

�G�L�V�S�X�W�H�G���W�K�H���W�U�D�G�H�¶�V���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�Q���W�Ke slave-holding republic, nor does it consider how multiple 

allegiances influenced their behavior. Acting on circumstances, contraband traders 

accommodated different loyalties, at the micro and macro level. Confederate patriotism existed 

alongside other more immediate attachments to self, family and community which did not and 

could not simply vanish when the war came. Mississippians traded to benefit themselves while 

simultaneously helping or hindering the Confederate cause.  

In addition, the contraband trade reveals that despite its many transformational aspects, 

the Civil War did not destroy established antebellum economic patterns. Mississippi traders 

shuffled their goods along traditional commercial routes and traded at established depots like 

Memphis, Vicksburg and Natchez, from which goods went to ports in St. Louis and New 

Orleans, then to New York and eventually Europe. In this sense, Mississippians continued their 

relationship with the North even as they fought to sever themselves from it politically. The 

�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���L�Q�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���V�W�R�S���W�K�H���W�U�D�G�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���O�L�Q�H�V���X�Q�G�H�U�V�F�R�U�H�G���W�K�H���F�R�Q�F�U�H�W�H��

limitations of its expanded infrastructural powers, which were justified by the need to make 
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protective nationalism a reality. Although historians have viewed the wartime Confederate state 

as exceedingly �V�W�U�R�Q�J�����W�R���W�K�H���S�R�L�Q�W���Z�K�H�U�H���L�W���U�H�D�F�K�H�G���X�S���W�R���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶���Y�H�U�\���G�R�R�U�V�W�H�S�V�����W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���Z�D�V��

not strong enough to stop those citizens from acting on their loyalty layers in order to continue 

commercial activity in wartime. 

Recognizing how multiple loyalties drove Mississippians to trade with the Union, and 

understanding how the trade reinforced established antebellum ties between North and South 

even amid conflict helps explain why the Civil War seems so transformational and yet so 

continuous, why Confederates can seem concurrently loyal and disloyal. Human loyalties are 

multi-directed, multi-layered and influenced by circumstances. These circumstances drove 

Mississippi contraband traders to act on different allegiances, which at different times and for 

different reasons could both help and hinder the Confederate war effort. 

�$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V���Z�H�U�H���I�U�X�V�W�U�D�W�H�G���D�W���K�R�Z���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���S�U�H-

war loyalties stymied their attempts to establish southern economic independence, they did not 

�V�W�R�S���W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���Z�H�O�G���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V���W�R���W�K�R�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���E�L�G���I�R�U���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q��

victory. To many ardent Confederates, the military stood as the preeminent nationalist institution 

through which southerners should literally give their lives to their country on the battlefield. Yet, 

�H�Y�H�Q���Z�K�H�Q���L�W���F�D�P�H���W�R���D�U�P�\���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���W�R���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H���K�R�Z��

�W�K�H�\���Y�L�H�Z�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���W�R���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�����,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���Z�D�U�¶�V���F�L�Ucumstances imbued old 

�D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H�V���Z�L�W�K���Q�H�Z���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�V�����D�V���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���E�U�R�N�H���I�U�H�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���Z�D�U�¶�V���S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q��

confines and took wartime conflict into illicit new directions.
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Chapter Four�����³�7his County is a Prey to Thieves and Robbers���������´ Desertion, Exemption, 
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�¶�V���/�L�P�L�W�H�G���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J���3�R�Z�H�U 

 
In June of 1863, Claiborne County planter Richard Archer begged Governor John Pettus 

to send reinforcements into the northern Delta region to apprehend a gang of ruffians wreaking 

havoc in the area�����³�6�L�U�����W�K�L�V���F�R�X�Q�W�\���L�V���D���S�U�H�\���W�R���W�K�L�H�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���U�R�E�E�H�U�V���D�V���L�Q�I�D�P�R�X�V���D�V���W�K�H���µ�&�R�Z�E�R�\�V�¶��

�D�Q�G���µ�6�N�L�Q�Q�H�U�V�¶���R�I���W�K�H���5�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\���Z�D�U���´���K�H���W�R�O�G���3�H�W�W�X�V�����$�U�F�K�H�U�¶�V���L�Q�Y�R�N�L�Q�J���R�I���³�&�R�Z�E�R�\�V�´���D�Q�G��

�³�6�N�L�Q�Q�H�U�V�´���U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���W�R���U�R�D�P�L�Q�J���J�U�R�X�S�V���R�I���E�D�Q�G�L�W�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���5�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���What claimed 

Patriot or Loyalist allegiances but stole goods from citizens on both sides and sold them for a 

�S�U�R�I�L�W�����6�X�F�K���Z�D�V���W�K�H���F�D�V�H�����$�U�F�K�H�U���F�O�D�L�P�H�G�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���³�D�U�P�H�G���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���P�H�Q�«�D�Q�G��

�L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���D�O�L�N�H�´���Z�K�R���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���V�W�H�D�O�L�Q�J���&�O�D�L�E�R�U�Q�H���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V�¶���P�Xles, horse and oxen after 

�)�H�G�H�U�D�O���U�D�L�G�H�U�V���K�D�G���W�X�U�Q�H�G���W�K�H���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V���O�R�R�V�H�����³�7�K�L�V���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���L�V���I�X�O�O���R�I���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���R�X�U���D�U�P�\����

�P�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H�P���L�W���L�V���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���>�D�U�H�@���R�I�I�L�F�H�U�V���D�Q�G���P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H�P���H�Q�J�D�J�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H�V�H���U�R�E�E�H�U�L�H�V���´���$�U�F�K�H�U��

explained. He thought that the deserte�U�V�¶���L�Q�G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�H���S�L�O�O�D�J�L�Q�J���P�D�G�H���W�K�H�P���Z�R�U�V�H���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H��

�8�Q�L�R�Q���D�U�P�\�����³�7�K�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���)�H�G�H�U�D�O�V���D�Q�G���R�X�U���R�Z�Q���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���L�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���O�D�W�W�H�U���L�I���W�K�H�\��

had the courage to do so would possibly robb [sic] both enemies and friends, but [the Federals] 

really ro�E�E���R�X�U���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�Q�O�\���´���K�H���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�����7�K�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�O�V�R���D�I�I�H�F�W�H�G���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q���P�R�U�D�O�H����

�³�7�K�H���G�H�P�R�U�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���V�R���J�U�H�D�W���W�K�D�W���Q�R���S�R�Z�H�U���F�D�Q���D�U�U�H�V�W���L�W���X�Q�O�H�V�V���W�K�H���H�[�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q�H�U���F�D�Q���G�R���V�R���´��

Archer noted.1 Civilians understood Yankee pillaging, but when such abuse came from former 

Confederate soldiers, the supposed defenders of southern hearths and homes, it was hard to take. 

Two months earlier, in February 1863, Confederate militia general Absolom West 

informed Pettus about the antics of Tillman Lomax, a Holmes County farmer and former army 

                                                 
1 1860 U.S. Census, Claiborne County, Mississippi, R.T. Archer, digital image, Ancestry.com 
(http://www.ancestry.com/: accessed October 26, 2010); Richard T. Archer to John J. Pettus, June 17, 1863, John J. 
Pettus Correspondence, Roll 1333, Volume 51, Record Group 27, Mississippi Department of Archives and History, 
Jackson, MS (Hereafter cited as MDAH); Harry M. Ward, Between the Lines: Banditti of the American Revolution 
(Westport, CT: Praeger, 2002), 19-20.  
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�F�R�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�����/�R�P�D�[���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���3�H�W�W�X�V�¶���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���W�R���L�P�S�U�H�V�V���Z�D�J�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V���I�U�R�P���K�L�V��

neighbors under the pretense of using them to collect salt. This was apparently a scam. West 

�Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���/�R�P�D�[���Z�D�V���³�D���P�D�Q���G�H�Y�R�L�G���R�I���P�R�U�D�O��principle, not possessing in any degree the 

�F�R�Q�I�L�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���´���Z�K�R���³�I�U�R�P���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���Z�D�U���V�K�L�U�N�H�G���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���´���:�H�V�W��

and Lomax were both Holmes County natives and knew each other before the war. Upon being 

conscripted Lomax tried to jo�L�Q���:�H�V�W�¶�V���E�U�L�J�D�G�H���K�R�S�L�Q�J���W�R���E�H�F�R�P�H���D���I�L�H�O�G���R�I�I�L�F�H�U�����:�K�H�Q���W�K�L�V��

failed, he faked illness and convinced a Confederate surgeon to give him a discharge certificate, 

but he was soon put back into service. Finally, Lomax asked West for a discharge, citing his 

sup�S�R�U�W���I�R�U���:�H�V�W�¶�V���S�D�V�W���V�W�D�W�H���V�H�Q�D�W�H���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q���D�V���J�U�R�X�Q�G�V���I�R�U���I�D�Y�R�U�L�W�L�V�P�����³�/�R�P�D�[���L�V���L�J�Q�R�U�D�Q�W����

�Y�L�F�L�R�X�V���D�Q�G���X�W�W�H�U�O�\���Z�D�Q�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�R�V�H���D�W�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�V���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���W�R���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���D�Q���K�R�Q�R�U�D�E�O�H���P�D�Q���´���:�H�V�W��

�Z�U�R�W�H�����³�K�H���Z�L�O�O���Q�H�Y�H�U���V�H�U�Y�H���K�L�V���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���D�V���D���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�����L�I���I�U�D�X�G���R�U���G�H�F�Hption will enable him to avoid 

�L�W���´���:�K�L�O�H���L�W���L�V���X�Q�F�O�H�D�U���Z�K�\���/�R�P�D�[���G�R�G�J�H�G���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����K�H���G�L�G���R�Z�Q�����������������L�Q���U�H�D�O���H�V�W�D�W�H���D�Q�G��

$2,140 in personal property, including sixteen slaves. Such ample holdings might be threatened 

were he to remain in the army. In addition to shirking duty, Lomax also took advantage of 

wartime conditions by impressing property from his neighbors under false authority.2 

�7�L�O�O�P�D�Q���/�R�P�D�[�¶�V���G�U�D�I�W-�G�R�G�J�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�O�D�L�E�R�U�Q�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶���S�O�X�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J���G�R���Q�R�W���I�L�W��

easily within the scholarly paradigms that identify military service and protection of hearth and 

home as foundations of Confederate nationalism. Many historians argue that because 

Confederate soldiers tended to fight near their homes, they conflated home and nation into a 

single entity which they defended from Federal intrusion. James McPherson, for example, writes 

                                                 
2 A.M. West to John J. Pettus, February 10, 1863, Pettus Correspondence, roll 2812, vol. 50, MDAH; 1860 U.S. 
Census, Slave Schedules and U.S. Civil War Soldiers Records and Profiles, Holmes County, Mississippi, Tillman 
Lomax, digital images, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com/: accessed May 25, 2011); Bruce S. Allardice, More 
Generals in Gray (Baton Rouge, Louisiana State University Press, 1995), 233-34. 
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that Confederates �³reconciled their dual responsibilities to country and family by the conviction 

�W�K�D�W���L�Q���I�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H���R�Q�H���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���´���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���X�U�J�H���W�R���G�H�I�H�Q�G���K�H�D�U�W�K��

�D�Q�G���K�R�P�H�«�W�R�R�N���R�Q���J�U�H�D�W�H�U���X�U�J�H�Q�F�\���Z�K�H�Q���O�D�U�J�H-�V�F�D�O�H���L�Q�Y�D�V�L�R�Q�V���E�H�F�D�P�H���D���U�H�D�O�L�W�\���L�Q�������������´��

Echoing McPherson, Aaron Sheehan-�'�H�D�Q���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�G�V���W�K�D�W���³�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V��

participated fully in both the battlefield and the home front, they did not distinguish the political 

�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���´���:�K�L�O�H���F�R�Q�F�H�G�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�D�W���W�L�P�H�V���R�E�O�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���I�D�P�L�O�\���D�Q�G��

�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W�H�G���´���6�K�H�H�K�D�Q-�'�H�D�Q���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���W�K�D�W���³�9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D�Q�V���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\���V�D�Z���D��

harmony of interests between their dual responsibilities, and this perception inspired a 

�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���S�X�U�V�X�L�W���R�I���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���´3 

Although some scholars contend that the Confederate defense of hearth and home 

bolstered the southern cause, other historians claim that this type of localized nationalism 

�I�U�D�F�W�X�U�H�G���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���X�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���K�L�Q�G�H�U�H�G���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�¶�V���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���Z�L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�U�����,�Q���K�L�V���V�W�X�G�\���R�I��

Confederate desertion, Mark Weitz argues that most Confederate soldiers saw the South less as a 

unified nation than as a patchwork of localities. They deserted to defend their homes, which they 

prioritized over a young, abstract nation. Paul Escott attributes a steady decline in support for the 

�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\���W�R���W�K�H���'�D�Y�L�V���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���I�D�L�O�X�U�H���W�R���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G���W�R���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�¶���F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�W�V���R�Y�H�U��

                                                 
3James M. McPherson, For Cause and Comrades: Why Men Fought in the Civil War (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1997), 95; Aaron Sheehan-Dean, Why Confederates Fought: Family and Nation in Civil War Virginia 
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2007), 1-2, quotes on pg. 2. See also Joseph T. Glatthaar, General 
�/�H�H�¶�V���$�U�P�\�����)�U�R�P���9�L�F�W�R�U�\���W�R���&�R�O�O�D�S�V�H (New York: Free Press, 2008), 33; Jason Phillips, Diehard Rebels: The 
Confederate Culture of Invincibility (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2007), 43; Chandra Manning, What this 
Cruel War was Over: Soldiers, Slavery, and the Civil War (New York: Vintage Books, 2007), 138-139; William 
Blair, �9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D�¶�V���3�U�L�Y�D�W�H���:�D�U�����)�H�H�G�L�Q�J���%�R�G�\���D�Q�G���6�R�X�O���L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\������������-1865 (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1998), 146. 
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exemption and i�P�S�U�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�V���O�D�Z�V���W�K�D�W���V�H�H�P�H�G���W�R���I�D�Y�R�U���W�K�H���U�L�F�K���D�Q�G���F�D�X�V�H�G���P�H�Q���W�R���J�L�Y�H���³�K�L�J�K�H�U��

�S�U�L�R�U�L�W�\���W�R���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G�V���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���W�K�D�Q���W�R���W�K�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���´4 

Connected to the hearth and home thesis within the scholarship is an emphasis on the 

military as another source of loyalty to the slaveholding republic. Gary Gallagher contends that 

�5�R�E�H�U�W���(�����/�H�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���$�U�P�\���R�I���1�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D���³�V�H�U�Y�H�G���D�V���D�Q���H�Q�J�L�Q�H���S�U�R�S�H�O�O�L�Q�J���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

�O�R�\�D�O�W�\���D�P�R�Q�J���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\���´���D�Q�G���F�L�W�H�V���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�¶�V��

mobilization of 75 to 80 percent of its available draft-age white male population as evidence of 

�Z�K�L�W�H���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q�H�U�V�¶���K�L�J�K���O�H�Y�H�O���R�I���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���G�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q�����6�K�H�H�K�D�Q-Dean likewise notes that nearly 

90 percent of military-age men in Confederate-controlled Virginia served in the army, in large 

measure to defend their homes from Union threats. In the same vein, Joseph Glatthaar states that 

�³�W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���D���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�����/�H�H�¶�V���D�U�P�\���E�X�L�O�W���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���´5 Bradley 

Clampitt similarly argues that Army of the Tennessee served as a nationalizing symbol for 

�Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V�����D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H���W�K�H���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�¶�V���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O�L�W�\���L�Q���I�R�U�J�L�Q�J��

Confederate nationalism in the Deep South.6 

�&�O�D�L�E�R�U�Q�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\�¶�V���P�D�U�D�X�G�L�Q�J���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���D�Q�G���7�L�O�O�P�D�Q���/�R�P�D�[�¶�V���G�U�D�I�W-evading, however, 

reveal key limitations of the hearth and home thesis and of the military as a nationalist symbol. 

                                                 
4 Mark A. Weitz, More Damning than Slaughter: Desertion in the Confederate Army (Lincoln: University of 
Nebraska Press, 2005), 5, xix, 210; Paul D. Escott, After Secession: Jefferson Davis and the Failure of Confederate 
Nationalism (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1978), xi, 140. 
5 Gary W. Gallagher, The Confederate War: How Popular Will, Nationalism, and Military Strategy Could not Stave 
off Defeat (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1997), 63, 65, 28-29; Sheehan-Dean, Why Confederates Fought, 
3, 6-7; Glatthaar, �*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���/�H�H�¶�V���$�Umy, xv, 464; Also see Phillips, Diehard Rebels, 2-3, 77, 88; Peter S. Carmichael,  
The Last Generation: Young Virginians in Peace, War, and Reunion (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina 
Press, 2005), 13-14, and Stephen V. Ash, When the Yankees Came: Conflict and Chaos in the Occupied South, 
1861-1865 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1995), 72-75.  
6 Bradley M. Clampitt, The Confederate Heartland: Military and Civilian Morale in the Western Confederacy 
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2011), 9-13; On the Deep South, also see Jacqueline Glass-
Campbell, When Sherman Marched North from the Sea: Resistance on the Confederate Home Front (Chapel Hill: 
�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���1�R�U�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D���3�U�H�V�V�����������������������������������5�R�G���$�Q�G�U�H�Z���-�U�������³�7�K�H���(�V�V�H�Q�Wial Nationalism of the People: 
�*�H�R�U�J�L�D�¶�V���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���(�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I�������������´���L�Q��Inside the Confederate Nation: Essays in Honor of 
Emory M. Thomas, Lesly J. Gordon and John C. Inscoe, eds. (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2005), 
131, 143. 
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The Claiborne deserters were among thousands that robbed and murdered their fellow citizens 

throughout Civil War Mississippi. Their antisocial behavior indicated little reverence for the 

home front as sacred or symbolic of the nation as a whole. Lomax also served in the army as a 

�F�R�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�����D�Q�G���D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���:�H�V�W�����/�R�P�D�[�¶�V���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���V�W�L�Q�W���G�L�G���Q�R�W���P�D�N�H���K�L�P���D���O�R�\�D�O���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H����

Further, he seemed concerned with self-enrichment, not national allegiance. Such cases 

involving rampaging deserters and army shirkers were numerous in Mississippi, requiring 

explanations that do not fit neatly into established scholarly explanations. 

Each Confederate state experienced the war in different ways, and historians should be 

cautious when attempting to universalize these disparate experiences. Scholars who link the 

army to a strong Confederate nationalism have largely focused on Virginia, which informs their 

�F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H���R�I���/�H�H�¶�V���D�U�P�\�����V�L�Q�F�H���/�H�H�¶�V���D�U�P�\���Z�R�Q���D���O�R�W���R�I��

�Y�L�F�W�R�U�L�H�V�����:�K�L�O�H���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���W�U�X�W�K���W�R���W�K�L�V���F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q�����L�W���U�X�Q�V���W�K�H���U�L�V�N���R�I���L�Q�I�O�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H���R�I���/�H�H�¶�V��

army in particular and the Confederate military in general. Far from the Virginia front, loyalties 

�V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H���I�U�R�P���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�G���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U�����7�K�H�L�U���F�D�V�H�V���D�U�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���Q�R�W��

only because they reveal important geographical distinctions in the Confederate war, but also 

because they demonstrate how the war affected military and domestic spheres beyond national 

�L�V�V�X�H�V�����7�K�H���F�R�O�O�D�S�V�H���R�I���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���V�R�F�L�D�O���R�U�G�H�U���I�X�H�O�H�G���D�Q���H�[�S�O�R�V�L�R�Q���R�I���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�V�W�L�F���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H��

violence among Confederate deserters. Group loyalties that preceded the war continued to 

influence these men during the conflict and sustained their destructive behavior, which expanded 

beyond Union or Confederate affiliation. Even those soldiers who did not desert demonstrated 

the continued importance of pre-war attachments through shirking, absenteeism and exemptions, 

actions which civilians encouraged and supported. Soldiers and civilians clearly distinguished 

the local from the national, but nonetheless used nationalist language to equate the two spheres in 
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order to appeal to authorities who expected citizens to embrace protective nationalism. While 

multiple loyalties that pre-dated the war influenced Mississippians, wartime conditions shaped 

how they acted on these allegiances in ways that did not always reflect nationalist feelings. This 

process, in turn, reveals the limited reach and influence of the nineteenth century nation state on 

�S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�K�R���Z�H�U�H���S�D�U�D�G�R�[�L�F�D�O�O�\���F�D�X�J�K�W���X�S���L�Q���D���Z�D�U���W�R���G�H�I�L�Q�H���W�K�D�W���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���Y�H�U�\���H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H�������������� 

The scholarship on desertion has attempted to assess its i�P�S�D�F�W���R�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�U�¶�V���R�X�W�F�R�P�H�����E�X�W��

has not considered what desertion reveals about the goals and influence of the Confederate 

�V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P�����(�O�O�D���/�R�Q�Q���Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�G���I�R�U���Q�X�P�H�U�R�X�V��

�U�H�D�V�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���Z�K�H�Q���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�G���³�W�K�H���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H���I�D�L�O�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���H�I�I�R�U�W���D�W���G�L�V�X�Q�L�R�Q���´��

Similarly, recent studies by Mark Weitz and Robert Sandow emphasize how local loyalties 

combined with opposition to Union and Confederate policies to fuel desertion and weaken both 

�V�L�G�H�V�¶���Z�D�U���H�I�I�R�U�W�V��7 This chapter, however, examines desertion as a process, rather than focusing 

�R�Q���L�W�V���R�X�W�F�R�P�H���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q���Z�K�\���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���G�L�G���Q�R�W���D�O�Z�D�\�V���F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G���W�R���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

allegiances but was instead often driven by wartime circumstances in tandem with established 

local ties. 

Mississippians began deserting as early as 1862, but the bulk of the source dating 

indicates that desertion reached its highest levels from late 1863 through the end of the war, 

coinciding with the general socio/economic collapse of Mississippi. The Union army gained a 

foothold in north Mississippi in 1862 following the battles at Corinth, and soon began its 

�G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���O�R�V�V���R�I���W�K�H���U�D�L�O�U�R�D�G��

                                                 
7 Ella Lonn, Desertion During the Civil War (Gloucester, MA: American Historical Association, 1928), 3; Weitz, 
More Damning than Slaughter,  xviii; Robert M. Sandow, Deserter Country: Civil War Opposition in the 
Pennsylvania Appalachians (New York: Fordham University Press, 2009), 1-2, 8, quote on pg. 8. Also see Peter S. 
�%�H�D�U�P�D�Q�����³�'�H�V�H�U�W�L�R�Q���D�V���/�R�F�D�O�L�V�P�����$�U�P�\���8�Q�L�W���6�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�W�\���D�Q�G���*�U�R�X�S���1�R�U�P�V���L�Q���W�K�H���8���6�����&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U���´��Social Forces 70 
(Dec., 1991): 321-42, and �$�D�U�R�Q���:�����0�D�U�U�V�����³�'�H�V�H�U�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���/�R�\�D�O�W�\���L�Q���6�Ruth Carolina, 1861-�����������´��Civil War 
History 50 (March, 2004): 47-65. 
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�O�L�P�L�W�H�G���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���D�E�L�O�L�W�\ to transport needed supplies to both the Confederate armies 

and civilians. Upon capturing Memphis in June 1862, the Federals also gained a key port from 

�Z�K�L�F�K���W�R���U�D�L�G���S�O�D�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���I�D�U�P�V���Y�L�D���W�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���W�U�L�E�X�W�D�U�L�H�V�����7�K�H�V�H���U�D�L�G�V�����L�Q���W�D�Q�G�H�P���Z�L�W�K��

the �W�Z�R���D�U�P�L�H�V�¶���G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���O�D�Q�G�����F�U�R�S�V�����D�Q�G���V�X�S�S�O�\-trains put the state in dire straits. The 1861 

�)�H�G�H�U�D�O���E�O�R�F�N�D�G�H���F�O�R�V�H�G���V�H�D�S�R�U�W�V�����O�H�D�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V���X�Q�D�E�O�H���W�R���V�H�O�O���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�W�W�R�Q���D�E�U�R�D�G��

and merchants unable to import European goods. In addition, destruction from the two armies 

left the state�¶s already limited domestic production facilities for clothing and war materials in 

ruins. The result was a shortage of supplies for soldiers and civilians.8 

The food situation was no better. With thousands of yeoman farmers in the army or dead, 

�F�U�R�S�V���Z�H�Q�W���X�Q�K�D�U�Y�H�V�W�H�G���D�Q�G���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�¶���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���V�X�I�I�H�U�H�G�����6�O�D�Y�H�V���D�O�V�R���I�O�H�G���W�R���8�Q�L�R�Q���O�L�Q�H�V�����G�H�S�U�L�Y�L�Q�J��

�W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\���R�I���O�D�E�R�U�����(�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�I�\���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H���W�R���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���P�R�U�H���I�R�R�G��

production were successful at first but fell prey to a series of droughts and floods in 1861, 1862, 

and 1864. The presence of two armies on Mississippi soil further depleted crop and livestock 

surpluses, and salt shortages stalled meat production. Even when the state managed to 

successfully collect food, the destruction of the railroads inhibited its transport. These 

circumstances brought on economic collapse. Shortages in every type of goods fueled 

�V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H�¶�V���S�U�L�Q�W�L�Q�J���R�I���Q�R�W�H�V���D�Q�G���E�R�Q�G�V���V�S�X�U�U�H�G���L�Q�I�O�D�W�L�R�Q. 

�&�R�P�S�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�Q���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���E�D�G���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�H�G���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V�¶���V�X�S�S�O�L�H�V���D�Q�G��

compensated them in worthless Confederate currency. In light of food scarcity and high prices, 

Mississippians all over the state who lived outside of the occupied cities faced destitution.9 

                                                 
8 Timothy B. Smith, Mississippi in the Civil War: The Home Front (Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 2010), 
70-73, 90; William C. Davis, Look Away!: A History of the Confederate States of America (New York: Free Press, 
2002), 285.   
9 Ben Wynne, �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U�����$���1�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���+�L�V�W�R�U�\ (Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 2006), 139-141; 
Smith, Mississippi in the Civil War, 115.  
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The Mississippi state government evacuated the capital of Jackson two weeks before it 

�I�H�O�O���W�R���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���8�O�\�V�V�H�V���6�����*�U�D�Q�W�¶�V���8�Q�L�R�Q���D�U�P�\���R�Q���0�D�\�����������������������D�Q�G�����D�V�L�G�H���I�U�R�P���D���E�U�L�H�I���U�H�W�X�U�Q����

evacuated permanently in July 1863 when the Federals came back through the city. The capping 

of this downward spiral came with the fall of the river fortress city of Vicksburg on July 4, 1863, 

�Z�K�L�F�K���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���H�Q�G�H�G���P�D�M�R�U���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�����7�K�H���F�L�W�\�¶�V���F�D�S�W�X�U�H���J�D�Y�H���W�K�H��

Federals complete control of the Mississippi river and provided another base from which to 

�P�D�U�F�K���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���D�W���Z�L�O�O�����9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J�¶�V���I�D�O�O���D�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�H�G���W�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���R�I���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���F�R�O�O�D�S�V�H����

social dissolution, and military defeat that began in 1862. Fleeing the Federal army, the 

Confederate state government established temporary capitals in Enterprise, Meridian and 

ultimately Macon. While in exile, it passed, but could not carry out, relief legislations for 

civilians and soldiers. In 1863 the state judiciary began to break down and civil courts largely 

came to a standstill by 1864. Under Union control and with an exiled state government, 

conditions in Mississippi outside of the occupied cities teetered on the brink of anarchy.10 

Much of the chaos spurred by the Civil War in Mississippi came from Confederate 

�G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�����*�U�D�Q�W�¶�V�������������G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���W�R���S�D�U�R�O�H���W�K�H�����������������U�D�Q�N-and-file soldiers that made up General 

�-�R�K�Q���3�H�P�E�H�U�W�R�Q�¶�V���$�U�P�\���R�I���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W�O�\���D�G�G�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�����:�K�L�O�H���V�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H�V�H��

men, especially those from outside of Mississippi, did return to military service into the Army of 

Tennessee, thousands of Mississippi deserters scattered throughout their state, augmenting an 

already significant amount of former soldiers roaming the countryside. In July 1863, for 

example, Attala County resident Jason Niles witnessed �³�>�D�@��crowd of 29 soldiers, with guns, 

passed through town, deserters from Gen. Jo Johnston�¶s army���´���%�\���������������&�R�O�R�Q�H�O���5�����7�D�\�O�R�U��

�L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���R�I���:�D�U���-�D�P�H�V���6�H�G�G�R�Q���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���F�U�L�P�H�����G�H�V�H�U�W�L�R�Q�����L�V��

committed almost with impunity. There does not appear on the part of a deserter to be any 
                                                 
10 Wynne, �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U, 137-139; Smith, Mississippi in the Civil War, 38-49, 119. 



   

 175 

difficulty �L�Q���R�E�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���V�K�H�O�W�H�U���L�Q���D�Q�\���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´���7�D�\�O�R�U���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�V�X�F�K���D��

condition of disorganization and derangement cannot long exist without producing the most 

�P�L�V�F�K�L�H�Y�R�X�V���F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�V���´���+�H���Z�D�V���U�L�J�K�W�����,�Q���K�L�V���$�X�J�X�V�W�������������D�G�G�U�H�V�V�����D�I�W�H�U���D�S�S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���K�L�U�L�Q�J��

of more sheriffs throughout the state, Governor Charles Clark noted that �³life and property in 

many parts of the State were insecure. The courts were seldom holden [sic], and the civil law 

was almost a dead letter. Deserters, thieves and robbers, banded together, overawed the citizens.�´��

Spurred on �E�\���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���S�U�H�F�D�U�L�R�X�V���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�����G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���X�Q�O�H�D�V�K�H�G���Z�D�Y�H�V���R�I���F�U�L�P�H���D�Q�G��

violence in their home state with seemingly little regard for national feelings.11 

Focusing primarily on the Border and Mountain South, historians have highlighted the 

Civil War�¶�V���D�Q�D�U�F�K�L�F���X�Q�G�H�U�E�H�O�O�\���R�I���O�D�Z�O�H�V�V�Q�H�V�V�����D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\���O�L�Q�N�H�G���L�W���W�R���W�K�H���E�U�R�D�G�H�U��

guerrilla war between irregular Union and Confederate partisans that raged in tandem with the 

war between the formal national armies.12 �1�R�H�O���)�L�V�K�H�U���G�H�P�D�U�N�V���(�D�V�W���7�H�Q�Q�H�V�V�H�H�¶�V���Sartisan 

conflict into military, political and criminal spheres, identifying a post-�����������³�H�S�L�G�H�P�L�F���R�I���F�U�L�P�H�´��

                                                 
11 �7�H�U�U�\���:�K�L�W�W�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�����³�,�Q���W�K�H���6�K�D�G�R�Z���R�I���'�H�I�H�D�W�����7�U�D�F�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���9�L�F�N�V�E�X�U�J���3�D�U�R�O�H�H�V���´��Journal of Mississippi History 4 
(Winter, 2002): 308-309, 311-313, 328; Diary of Jason Niles, July 21, 1863, Transcript of manuscript # 950, 
Documenting the American South, Electronic Edition. Southern Historical Collection. University Library, University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1999 (Hereafter cited as Documenting the American South). 
http://docsouth.unc.edu/imls/niles/niles.html (Accessed August 10, 2009); United States War Department, comp., 
The War of the Rebellion: Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, 130 vols. (Washington, DC: 
Government Printing Office, 1880-1901) ser. 4, vol. 3, pg. 690. (Hereafter cited as OR); Charles Clark Message to 
the State Legislature, August 3, 1864, pg. 9, Journal of the House of Representatives of the State of Mississippi, 
Called Session, at Macon, August, 1864 (Meridian, Mississippi: J. J. Shannon & Co., State Printers, 1864), 
Documenting the American South, http://docsouth.unc.edu/imls/msaug64/msaug64.html. (Accessed April 26, 2012.  
12 Michael Fellman, Inside War: The Guerrilla Conflict in Missouri During the American Civil War (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 1989), 47-65; Noel C. Fisher, War at Every Door: Partisan Politics and Guerrilla 
Violence in East Tennessee, 1860-1869 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1997), 62-63, 142-143;  
�6�H�D�Q���0�L�F�K�D�H�O���2�¶�%�U�L�D�Q����Mountain Partisans: Guerilla Warfare in the Southern Appalachians, 1861-1865 (Westport, 
CT: Praeger, 1999), xiii-xxiv; Daniel E. Sutherland, ed. Guerrillas, Unionists, and Violence on the Confederate 
Home Front (Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press, 1999); John C. Inscoe and Gordon B. McKinney, The 
Heart of Confederate Appalachia: Western North Carolina in the Civil War (Chapel Hill: University of North 
Carolina Press, 2000), 105-�����������.�H�Q�Q�H�W�K���:�����1�R�H�����³�:�K�R���:�H�U�H���W�K�H���%�X�V�K�Z�K�D�F�N�H�U�V�"���$�J�H�����&�O�D�V�V�����.�L�Q�����D�Q�G���:�H�V�W�H�U�Q��
�9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D�¶�V���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���*�X�H�U�U�L�O�O�D�V������������-�����������´��Civil War History 49 (March, 2003): 5-26; Robert R. Mackey, The 
Uncivil War: Irregular Warfare in the Upper South, 1861-1865 (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2004), 3-
23; Robert Tracy McKenzie, Lincolnites and Rebels: A Divided Town in the American Civil War (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2006), 124-140; Jonathon Dean-Sarris, A Separate Civil War: Communities in Conflict in the 
Mountain South (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2006), 2-5, 69-80. 
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fueled by social dissolution and only sporadically partisan in nature. Daniel Sutherland covers 

the whole Confederacy, arguing that crime and violence was an outgrowth of the internal 

�J�X�H�U�U�L�O�O�D���Z�D�U���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���³�>�F�@�R�P�P�R�Q���R�X�W�O�D�Z�V�����G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���P�L�V�I�L�W�V���Z�H�U�H���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�K�D�R�V��

�R�I���Z�D�U���I�R�U���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���J�D�L�Q���´13 This scholarship has helped advance historical understanding of the 

interrelation between the battlefields and the home front during the Civil War. Yet the carnage 

caused by deserters in Deep South Mississippi was less an outgrowth of guerrilla conflict than it 

was the result of organized collective violence spurred by social collapse. 

A breakdown in social order is a key element in the development of violence. Social 

�R�U�G�H�U���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���I�U�R�P���³�W�K�H���Z�D�\���V�R�F�L�H�W�L�H�V���F�U�D�I�W���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�H���H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���R�I���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F���I�R�U�P�V��

�R�I���K�X�P�D�Q���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���´���D�Q�G���W�K�H�V�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�V�W�L�F�V���D�U�H���³�L�Q�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���K�R�Z���V�R�Fieties limit 

�D�Q�G���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���´14 Warfare can disrupt the social order by severely limiting the functional 

capacity of institutions like state government, courts, militia and police. Such was the case in 

wartime Mississippi. While the Federal army occupied major garrison towns, vast areas beyond 

�W�K�H�V�H���S�R�L�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���E�H�F�D�P�H���Z�K�D�W���6�W�H�S�K�H�Q���$�V�K���F�D�O�O�V���³�Q�R-�P�D�Q�¶�V���O�D�Q�G���´��

�W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\���W�K�D�W���H�[�L�V�W�H�G���L�Q���D���³�Y�D�F�X�X�P���R�I���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\�����D���W�Z�L�O�L�J�K�W���]�R�Q�H���Q�H�L�W�K�H�U���8�Q�L�R�Q���Q�R�U���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�´��

where violence and criminality flourished. Under these conditions, Confederate deserters 

�H�Q�J�D�J�H�G���L�Q���³�R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�V�W�L�F���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���´���$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���&�K�D�U�O�H�V���7�L�O�O�\�����W�K�L�V���I�R�U�P���R�I���G�H�Y�L�D�Q�F�H��

�³�R�F�F�X�U�V���Z�K�H�Q�����D�V���D���F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H���R�I���V�K�L�H�O�G�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���U�R�X�W�L�Q�H���V�X�U�Y�H�L�O�O�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���U�H�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q����

individuals or clusters of individuals use immediately damaging means to pursue ends that would 

�E�H���X�Q�D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���R�U���I�R�U�E�L�G�G�H�Q���W�R���W�K�H�P���X�Q�G�H�U���R�W�K�H�U���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���´���D�Q�G���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���³�Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W��

interactions that often take place during or in the immediate aftermath of major co�Q�I�O�L�F�W�V���´���6�X�F�K��

                                                 
13 Fisher, War at Every Door, 61-62, 87-88; Daniel E. Sutherland, A Savage Conflict: The Decisive Role of 
Guerrillas in the American Civil War (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2009), x, 125-126, 261.    
14 Douglass C. North, John Joseph Wallis and Barry R. Weingast, Violence and Social Orders: A Conceptual 
Framework for Interpreting Recorded Human History (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009), 1-2. 
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violent reactions to conflict are, as Michael Fellman writes, integral parts of the human cultural 

�S�U�R�F�H�V�V���W�K�D�W���R�F�F�X�U���Z�K�H�Q���³�W�K�H���Q�R�U�P�D�O���U�R�X�W�H�V���E�\���Z�K�L�F�K���S�H�R�S�O�H���V�R�O�Y�H�G���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V���D�Q�G���F�K�D�Q�Q�H�O�H�G��

�E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���G�H�V�W�U�R�\�H�G���´���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q���5�D�Q�G�R�O�S�K���5�R�W�K argues that violent crime increases 

�G�X�U�L�Q�J���F�L�Y�L�O���Z�D�U�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�Q���V�X�F�K���F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W�V�����J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V�¶���D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���F�R�P�S�H�O���O�D�Z���D�Q�G���R�U�G�H�U���R�Y�H�U��

populations substantially weaken, causing crimes like homicides directed at political rivals to 

occur alongside other homi�F�L�G�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�S�S�H�D�U���D�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���E�X�W���³�F�R�U�U�H�O�D�W�H���M�X�V�W���D�V���V�W�U�R�Q�J�O�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��

�O�D�F�N���R�I���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���´���,�Q���V�X�F�K���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�����5�R�W�K���Z�U�L�W�H�V�����³�V�R�P�H���P�H�Q���E�H�F�R�P�H���S�U�H�G�D�W�R�U�\���N�L�O�O�H�U�V����

�U�D�S�L�Q�J�����U�R�E�E�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���P�X�U�G�H�U�L�Q�J���D�V���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���R�U���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���J�D�Q�J�V���´���D�Q�G���D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H�\���Pay 

initially act as political partisans, when they end up on the losing side in opposition to a new 

political order, they turn to preying indiscriminately on allies and noncombatants alike.15 

Wartime conditions in Mississippi fostered such deviant behavior. 

Confederate protective nationalists interpreted human actions as reflections of either 

Union or Confederate allegiance, and judged marauding deserters according to this paradigm. 

This labeling also stemmed from a tendency to imbue positive attributes to the concept of 

loyalty. Yet deserters who wrecked havoc in Mississippi acted on micro loyalties to self and 

gang that emphasized self-interest via material rewards and freedom from social restraints. As 

�6�L�P�R�Q���.�H�O�O�H�U���Q�R�W�H�V�����³�O�R�\�D�O�W�\���L�V���Q�R�W���D�Q���L�Q�W�U�L�Q�V�L�F�D�O�O�\���Hvaluative concept. Without some substantive 

argument, there is no guarantee that if something counts as loyal then it counts as something 

�J�R�R�G���´���3�L�O�O�D�J�L�Q�J���L�V���I�X�H�O�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���W�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���E�L�Q�G���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���J�D�Q�J�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���G�H�U�L�Y�H���P�X�W�X�D�O���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W���I�U�R�P��

activity that outsid�H�U�V���P�D�\���G�H�H�P���L�P�P�R�U�D�O���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�L�D�Q�W�����,�Q�G�H�H�G�����G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶���G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�Y�H���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U��

�O�L�N�H�O�\���K�D�G���D�Q���D�Q�W�H�F�H�G�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���D�Q�W�H�E�H�O�O�X�P���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���R�I���³�M�R�O�O�\���I�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S���´���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���P�H�Q��

                                                 
15 Charles Tilly, The Politics of Collective Violence (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2003), 131; 
Ash, When the Yankees Came, 99; Fellman, Inside War, xvi; Randolph Roth, American Homicide (Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press, 2009), 19; For more on the connection between civil wars and crime, see Lisa Hultman, 
�³�$�W�W�D�F�N�V���R�Q���&�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V���L�Q���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U�����7�D�U�J�H�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���$�F�K�L�O�O�H�V���+�H�H�O���R�I���'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V���´��International 
Interactions 38 (Issue 2, 2012): 164-181.   
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collectively engaged in borderline deviant, and sometimes illegal, public behavior like drinking, 

fighting, and gambling in order to gain validation of manliness from their peers. The line 

between jolly fellowship and gang criminality could be thin, as the former could easily lead to 

the latter, especially in wartime conditions that fostered both.16 

�-�X�V�W���D�V���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q�V���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶���G�H�Y�L�D�Q�W���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G��

disloyalty, historians have to an extent followed suit by categorizing crime and violence in the 

Confederacy as an offshoot of the guerrilla war and evidence of anti-Confederate sentiment. This 

judgment is more applicable to the Border and Mountain South that were fiercely divided over 

secession and war. In Deep South Mississippi, however, where Unionism was less prevalent, 

conditions caused by the war, but not entirely resulting from either Union or Confederate 

stances, nurtured collective violence. 

Historian Harry Ward notes that this phenomenon had precedents in the American 

Revolution, when banditti separate from partisan warfare units, like the aforementioned 

Cowboys a�Q�G���6�N�L�Q�Q�H�U�V�����R�S�H�U�D�W�H�G���³�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���O�L�Q�H�V�´���R�I���W�K�H���Z�D�U�¶�V���S�D�W�U�L�R�W���D�Q�G���O�R�\�D�O�L�V�W���V�L�G�H�V���D�Q�G��

�S�L�O�O�D�J�H�G���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V�����0�X�F�K���O�L�N�H���W�K�H���R�F�F�X�S�L�H�G���6�R�X�W�K�¶�V���³�Q�R-�P�D�Q�¶�V���O�D�Q�G���´���W�K�H���5�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���F�R�Q�W�H�V�W�H�G��

spaces experienced anarchic conditions that fostered criminality. Despite t�K�H���E�D�Q�G�L�W�W�L�¶�V���S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q��

claims, their activities were often driven by self-interest and group loyalties that fed their desire 

�W�R���O�R�R�W�����4�X�R�W�L�Q�J���(�U�L�F���+�R�E�V�E�D�Z�P�����:�D�U�G���V�D�\�V���³�µ�%�D�Q�G�L�W�U�\���L�V���I�U�H�H�G�R�P���¶�´���+�R�E�V�E�D�Z�P���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�V���W�K�D�W��

�E�D�Q�G�L�W�V���D�U�H���³�V�\�P�S�W�R�P�V���R�I���F�U�L�V�L�V���D�Q�G���W�H�Q�V�Lon in their society �± of famine, pestilence, war or 

�D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���H�O�V�H���W�K�D�W���G�L�V�U�X�S�W�V���L�W���´���D�Q�G���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���U�H�D�V�R�Q���V�X�F�K���J�U�R�X�S�V���³�D�E�R�X�Q�G�H�G���L�Q���S�H�U�L�R�G�V���R�I���G�L�V�R�U�G�H�U����

�Z�D�U���R�U���L�W�V���D�I�W�H�U�P�D�W�K���´���5�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\���:�D�U���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�H�G���W�R���E�D�Q�G�L�W�U�\���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W���D�S�S�H�D�O�H�G��

to unsettled young men as well as to men disillusioned with regimented army life. Mississippi 

                                                 
16 Simon Keller, The Limits of Loyalty (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 22; Richard Stott, Jolly 
Fellows: Male Milieus in Nineteenth-Century America (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2009), 1, 57, 
222-24.  
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already had a history of criminal gangs and highwaymen in its territorial days, especially along 

the storied Natchez Trace. The Civil War, however, saw an explosion of banditry among 

�G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�����$�V���$�U�P�V�W�H�D�G���5�R�E�L�Q�V�R�Q���Z�U�L�W�H�V���R�I���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�����³�P�D�Q�\���Q�R�Z���P�R�Y�H�G���W�K�H���V�K�R�U�W���V�W�H�S���I�U�R�P��

�D�U�P�H�G���G�L�V�D�I�I�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���V�R�F�L�D�O���E�D�Q�G�L�W�U�\���´���Z�D�J�L�Q�J���³�U�D�Q�G�R�P���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���O�R�V�V���R�I��

�V�R�F�L�D�O���R�U�G�H�U�´���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���K�R�P�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q�V��17 Their actions reveal the limits of the hearth and home 

thesis as applied to Confederate soldiers. 

Deserters in Mississippi terrorized citizens throughout the state during the war. An 

�$�X�J�X�V�W�������������U�H�S�R�U�W���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���D�E�V�H�Q�W�H�H�V�����V�W�U�D�J�J�O�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���R�X�U��

�D�U�P�\���V�F�D�W�W�H�U�H�G���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H���L�V�«�D�O�D�U�P�L�Q�J�O�\���J�U�H�D�W���´���$���0�D�\�������������G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H��

�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�¶�V���Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���I�R�X�Q�G���³�P�D�Q�\���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���R�I���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V����and absentees from the 

�D�U�P�\���E�D�Q�G�H�G���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���S�H�U�S�H�W�U�D�W�L�Q�J���R�X�W�U�D�J�H�V���´���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���6�Hnator James 

�3�K�H�O�D�Q���W�R�O�G���-�H�I�I�H�U�V�R�Q���'�D�Y�L�V���I�U�R�P���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q���W�K�D�W���³�R�X�U���V�W�D�W�H���O�L�W�H�U�D�O�O�\���V�Z�D�U�P�V���Z�L�W�K���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�����,�Q���P�\��

�R�Z�Q���F�R�X�Q�W�\�«�W�K�H�\���D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���S�R�O�O�V���L�Q���W�K�H���O�D�W�H���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���D�U�P�H�G���E�R�G�L�H�V���D�Q�G���G�H�I�L�H�G���D�U�U�H�V�W���´���,�Q��

August 1864, North Mississippi native Harvey Walte�U���V�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���L�V���V�Z�D�U�P�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K��

deserters, and without a force of regular troops I fear little can be done to break up these clans of 

�W�R�U�L�H�V���´���:�D�O�W�H�U���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���L�V���D�O�D�U�P�L�Q�J�O�\���O�D�U�J�H���´���D�Q�G���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�G���W�K�H�L�U��

number to be �³�Q�R�W���O�H�V�V���W�K�D�Q���������������´���,�Q���������������*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���/�H�R�Q�L�G�D�V���3�R�O�N���G�H�W�D�F�K�H�G���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V��

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���W�R���³�U�H�F�R�Y�H�U���W�K�L�V���G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���H�Y�L�O�V���W�R���Z�K�L�F�K���L�W���Z�D�V���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�H�G���L�Q��

consequence of the presence of a very large number of deserters from all the armies of the 

                                                 
17 Ward, Between the Lines, ix-xi. Quotes on x and xi; Eric Hobsbawm, Bandits, rev. ed. (1969, Repr., New York: 
New Press, 2000), 24, 40; William C. Davis, A Way Through the Wilderness: The Natchez Trace and the 
Civilization of the Southern Frontier (New York: Harper Collins, 1995), 272-279; Armstead L. Robinson, Bitter 
Fruits of Bondage: The Demise of Slavery and the Collapse of the Confederacy, 1861-1865 (Charlottesville: 
University of Virginia Press, 2005), 195, 198, Robinson highlights the outbreak of social banditry in several 
Confederate states, see pgs. 195-99, 225-28, 233-35; For an account of Civil War banditry in Louisiana, see 
Alexandre Barde, The Vigilante Committees of the Attakapas: An Eyewitness Account of Banditry and Backlash in 
Southwestern Louisiana, eds. David C. Edmonds and Dennis A. Gibson, trans. Henrietta Guilbeau Rogers 
(Lafayette, LA: The Acadiana Press, 1981). 
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�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\���´���Z�K�R���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���L�Q�W�R���³�)�R�U�P�L�G�D�E�O�H���E�D�Q�G�V�´���D�Q�G���G�H�F�O�D�U�H�G���R�S�H�Q���³�K�R�V�W�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���W�K�H��

�*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���´���%�\���W�Ke �Z�L�Q�W�H�U���R�I���������������0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���K�D�G���E�H�F�R�P�H���D���µ�³- �G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���K�R�P�H���¶�´- and one 

�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���F�R�O�R�Q�H�O���Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���P�H�Q���Z�H�U�H���F�D�X�J�K�W���³�U�R�D�P�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���D�V���M�Dyhawkers, cotton-

stealers and runners, [and] marauders, jeopardizing alike the discipline of the army and the safety 

�R�I���W�K�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q���´18 

Quantifying the exact number of deserters in the Confederacy is a near impossible task 

due to the incomplete nature of Confederate records. The most recent scholarly estimate puts the 

total number of white Mississippians who served in the Confederate armies at 94,414. The only 

official number of deserters in Mississippi comes from an 1870 report submitted to Congress that 

estimated them at 11,660, or 12 percent of the total number of Mississippians who fought in 

Confederate armies. Certainly, this number was a small percentage of the larger whole, and has 

led historians like Timothy Smith to assert that the marauding Mississi�S�S�L���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���³�D��

�V�P�D�O�O���P�L�Q�R�U�L�W�\�´���Z�K�R���³�U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�´���D�P�R�Q�J���P�H�Q���Z�K�R���R�W�K�H�U�Z�L�V�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�G���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W��

their homes. Yet as Weitz notes, amidst chaotic wartime conditions this group had real power 

beyond their numbers, as contemporaries consistently remarked on the negative effects desertion 

had on wartime morale.19 The actual number of deserters in Mississippi is less important than the 

�S�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���H�I�I�H�F�W���W�K�H�\���K�D�G���R�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� 

In February 1864, Perry County Sherriff G.W. Bradley �W�R�O�G���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U���&�O�D�U�N���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H��

�F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�L�Q�J�V���L�Q���W�K�L�V���F�R�X�Q�W�\�´���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�D�W�H�G���³�V�R�P�H���U�H�O�L�H�I���´���%�U�D�G�O�H�\���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V��

�V�Z�D�U�P�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���3�L�Q�H�\���:�R�R�G�V���D�U�H�D�����W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���6�K�H�U�U�L�I�I�¶�V���O�L�I�H���D�Q�G��

                                                 
18 OR, ser. 1, vol. 24. pt. 3, pg. 1044; ser. 1, vol. 39. pt. 2,  p. 568; ser. 4, vol. 3, p. 707; ser. 1, vol. 39, pt. 1, p. 400;  
ser. 4, vol. 3, p. 976; ser. 1, vol. 32, pt. 3, pgs. 855-856; ser. 1, vol. 49, pt. 1, pg. 944.   
19 Weitz, More Damning than Slaughter, xvi-xvii; Michael B. Ballard, The Civil War in Mississippi: Major 
Campaigns and Battles (Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 2011), 11; John K. Bettersworth, Confederate 
Mississippi: The People and Politics of a Cotton State in Wartime (1943, Repr., Philadelphia: Porcupine Press, 
1978), 211-212; Smith, Mississippi in the Civil War, 137; see also Wynne, �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U, 138; Lonn, 
Desertion, 75.   
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hindering his ability to collect taxes. Th�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���³�L�Q���I�R�U�P�L�G�D�E�O�H���J�D�Q�J�V���>�D�Q�G�@���G�R�L�Q�J��

mischief...burning & destroying the property of all loyal citizens such as will not sympathize 

�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�P���´���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���F�D�Y�D�O�U�\���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���G�H�W�D�L�O�H�G���W�R���3�H�U�U�\���&�R�X�Q�W�\���W�R���D�S�S�U�H�K�H�Q�G���W�K�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V����

but the cavalry, �%�U�D�G�O�H�\���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�S�U�R�Z�O���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�\���I�U�R�O�L�F�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���V�W�H�D�O�L�Q�J���W�R�R���P�X�F�K���´���D�Q�G��

�S�U�R�Y�H�G���P�R�V�W�O�\���L�Q�H�I�I�H�F�W�X�D�O���D�W���U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���X�S���W�K�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�����³�,���Z�L�O�O���Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H���W�R���V�D�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���P�R�U�H��

�G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���L�Q���W�K�L�V���F�R�X�Q�W�\���W�R�G�D�\���W�K�D�Q���Z�D�V���K�H�U�H���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���&�D�Y�D�O�U�\���F�D�P�H���K�H�U�H���´���%�U�Ddley noted, 

�F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�L�I���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D���F�K�D�Q�J�H���V�R�R�Q���W�K�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���Z�L�O�O���N�L�O�O���	���E�X�U�Q���P�D�Q�\���O�R�\�D�O���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���L�Q��

�W�K�L�V���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����7�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���N�L�O�O�H�G���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���I�R�U���S�L�O�R�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�D�Y�D�O�U�\���´20 Other Piney 

Woods counties faced similar problems. In January 1864, residents of Smith, Jones, and Jasper 

counties demanded that Clark stop what they suspected were over three-thousand deserters 

�U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���Z�L�O�G���L�Q���W�K�H���Y�L�F�L�Q�L�W�\�����³�7�K�H�U�H���L�V���U�H�D�V�R�Q���W�R���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���´���W�K�H�\���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���J�H�W���D�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�R�Q��

on the Coast of this s�W�D�W�H�����W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���F�R�P�S�H�O�O�L�Q�J���J�R�R�G���	���W�U�X�H���P�H�Q���W�R���O�H�D�Y�H���-�R�Q�H�V���&�R�X�Q�W�\���´���7�K�H��

�G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���D�O�V�R���V�W�R�O�H���I�U�R�P���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���D�W���Z�L�O�O�����³�8�Q�O�H�V�V���D���V�W�U�R�Q�J���I�R�U�F�H���L�V���V�R�R�Q���V�H�Q�W���I�R�U���R�X�U���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q��

�P�D�Q�\���R�U���D�O�O���R�I���X�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���S�O�X�Q�G�H�U�H�G���R�I���R�X�U���P�R�Y�H�D�E�O�H���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���´���W�K�H���S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�H�U�V���F�R�Qcluded. Smith 

�&�R�X�Q�W�\���Z�D�V���V�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\���³�L�Q�I�H�V�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�V�W���F�O�D�V�V�´���Z�K�R���U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\���K�H�O�G���³�8�Q�L�R�Q���R�U��

�S�H�D�F�H���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V�´���D�Q�G���P�D�G�H���³�8�Q�L�R�Q���V�S�H�H�F�K�H�V���´���7�K�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�H�G���W�R���N�L�O�O���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���³�Z�K�R���G�D�U�H�V��

�V�S�H�D�N���R�X�W���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H�P���´21 

The deserters in the Piney �:�R�R�G�V���D�U�H�D���G�H�I�\���H�D�V�\���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����:�H�U�H���W�K�H�\���³�G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O�´��

Confederates? Did they desert to defend hearth and home? The answer to the former is debatable 

�Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���D�Q�V�Z�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���O�D�W�W�H�U���L�Q���P�D�Q�\���F�D�V�H�V���V�H�H�P�V���W�R���E�H���³�Q�R���´���5�H�J�D�U�G�O�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶��

motivation, witnesses described their behavior in nationalist terms. The Piney Woods deserters 

                                                 
20 Sheriff G.W. Bradley to Charles Clark, February 8, 1864, Charles Clark Correspondence, Series 768, Box 949, 
Volume 56, Record Group 27, MDAH. 
21 Issac Anderson, et., al. to Charles Clark, January 28, 1864 and W.H. Quarles to Charles Clark, March 28, 1864, 
Clark Correspondence. 
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�G�H�V�W�U�R�\�H�G���W�K�H���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���R�I���³�O�R�\�D�O���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�´���Z�K�R���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���³�V�\�P�S�D�W�K�L�]�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�P���´��and made 

�³�8�Q�L�R�Q���V�S�H�H�F�K�H�V���´���D�Q�G��negatively-influenced �³�J�R�R�G���D�Q�G���W�U�X�H���P�H�Q���´���O�L�N�H�O�\���U�H�I�H�U�U�L�Q�J��to 

Confederate sympathizers. Such accusations were born out of the same circulating nationalist 

discourse that led other Mississippians to swear the Union oath as a means to other ends, 

whatever their actual national feelings. Protective nationalists fostered this wartime environment 

by judging all behavior through a nationalist lens, and this approach led them to make no 

distinctions between objective Unionism, behavior that harmed the Confederacy and, by 

extension, aided the Union, but which its perpetrators never actually said stemmed from Union 

sympathies, and subjective Unionism, in which Mississippians publically expressed Unionism as 

motivating their anti-Confederate behavior. If historians embrace all vaguely anti-Confederate 

behavior as objective Unionism, concluding that because someone harmed the Confederacy they 

were therefore �D���³Unionist,�  ́they risk inflating the number of actual subjective Unionists. This 

approach �S�O�D�F�H�V���W�K�H�P���E�D�F�N���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���³�Z�H�D�N�´���R�U���³�V�W�U�R�Q�J�´���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���F�D�P�S�V���D�Q�G���R�E�V�F�X�U�H�V���D���Z�L�G�Hr 

�U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���O�L�N�H�O�\���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�G���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����6�X�F�K���D�Q���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���D�O�V�R���U�L�V�N�V���R�Y�H�U-

emphasizing the power and reach of the Confederate state by assuming that Mississippians 

consistently tailored their behavior to reflect the influence of that state and its protective 

nationalist goals, a conclusion not always supported by the evidence. 

 In the cases of Mississippi deserters, the language of nationalism may conceal as much 

as it exposes. The most famous of the Piney woods deserters were the Jones County-based 

�.�Q�L�J�K�W���&�R�P�S�D�Q�\�����O�H�G���E�\���1�H�Z�W�R�Q���.�Q�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���³�)�U�H�H���6�W�D�W�H���R�I���-�R�Q�H�V�´���W�K�D�W���Z�D�V���I�D�O�V�H�O�\��

rumored to have seceded from the Confederacy. The Knight Company operated out of an anti-

Confederate ideology born out of a pre-war opposition to secession and resentment over the 

conscription act. Researcher Ed Payne has also discovered that 201 Mississippians from the 
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Piney Woods region enlisted in the Union 1st and 2nd New Orleans Infantry. Still, the majority of 

�W�K�H���3�L�Q�H�\���:�R�R�G�V�¶���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\-age men did not join the Union army, and the famous Knight 

Company remained in Jones County where they clashed with Confederate cavalry in what 

�9�L�F�W�R�U�L�D���%�\�Q�X�P���F�D�O�O�V���D�Q���³�L�Q�Q�H�U���F�L�Y�L�O���Z�D�U���´22 

Although Unionist sympathies clearly motivated some Piney Woods deserters, especially 

those from Jones County, Confederate officials nonetheless equated them with common 

criminals who broke standard criminal laws, rather than labeling them solely as traitors to the 

�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�����*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���/�H�R�Q�L�G�D�V���3�R�O�N�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H�V�H men have become a 

lawless banditti, having murdered a conscripting officer and several of the peaceable citizens and 

�S�O�X�Q�G�H�U�H�G���W�K�H�P�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���E�X�U�Q�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���K�R�X�V�H�V���´���D�Q�G���K�D�G���W�R���E�H���³�G�H�D�O�W���Z�L�W�K���L�Q���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���V�X�P�P�D�U�\��

�P�D�Q�Q�H�U���´���&�R�O�R�Q�H�O���+�H�Q�U�\���0�D�X�U�\�����D�V�V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�R���Uoot out the Jones deserters, deemed them 

�³�R�X�W�O�D�Z�V���´���'�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�L�V���U�K�H�W�R�U�L�F�����&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V���N�Q�H�Z���R�I���W�K�H���-�R�Q�H�V���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶���8�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�W���O�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�V����

and called them outlaws and Unionists interchangeably because they resisted Confederate law 

and supposedly pillaged and murdered Confederate civilians.23 Yet beyond the Jones County 

�8�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V�����&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V���R�I�W�H�Q���X�V�H�G���W�K�H���³�8�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�W�´���F�K�D�U�J�H���W�R���G�L�V�S�D�U�D�J�H���P�D�U�D�X�G�L�Q�J���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V��

throughout the state.  These injections of multiple meanings into the outlaw label, however, may 

have obscured the very real and widespread existence of war-induced banditry that had less to do 

with national affiliations and more to do with opportunism.  

This trend prevailed throughout the war, as deserters plundered and citizens accused them 

of treason. In D�H�F�H�P�E�H�U���������������³�D�Q���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���E�D�Q�G���R�I���E�R�O�G���W�K�L�H�Y�H�V���F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�L�Q�J���F�K�L�H�I�O�\���R�I���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V��

                                                 
22 Victoria E. Bynum, �7�K�H���)�U�H�H���6�W�D�W�H���R�I���-�R�Q�H�V�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���/�Rngest Civil War (Chapel Hill: University of North 
Carolina Press, 2001), 99-101, 111 and The Long Shadow of the Civil War (Chapel Hill: University of North 
Carolina Press, 2010), 31-���������(�G���3�D�\�Q�H�����³�&�U�R�V�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���5�X�E�L�F�R�Q���R�I���/�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V�����3�L�Q�H�\���:�R�R�G�V���(�Q�O�L�V�W�H�H�V���L�Q the Union 1st 
and 2nd �1�H�Z���2�U�O�H�D�Q�V���,�Q�I�D�Q�W�U�\���´��Renegade South: Histories of Unconventional Southerners (blog), May 26, 2011, 
http://renegadesouth.wordpress.com/2011/05/26/crossing-the-rubicon-of-loyalties-piney-woods-enlistees-in-the-
union-1st-and-2nd-north-orleans-infantry/  (accessed August 17, 2012).  
23 OR, ser. 1, vol. 32, pt. 2, pgs. 688-689; ser. 1, vol. 32, pt. 3. pg. 633.  
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�I�U�R�P���W�K�H���D�U�P�\�´���V�W�R�O�H���V�R�P�H���W�K�L�U�W�\���W�R���I�R�U�W�\���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G���G�R�O�O�D�U�V���Z�R�U�W�K���R�I���I�U�H�L�J�K�W���I�U�R�P���0�R�E�L�O�H���D�Q�G���2�K�L�R��

Railroad cars in north Mississippi. Earlier that spring, deserters in Choctaw County were 

�³�H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���P�D�O�L�J�Q�D�Q�W���G�H�V�L�J�Q�V���R�Q���J�R�R�G���D�Q�G���O�R�\�D�O���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�´���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�K�R�R�G���R�I���%�D�Q�N�V�W�R�Q����

�7�K�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���E�X�U�Q�W���K�R�X�V�H�V�����G�H�V�W�U�R�\�H�G���F�R�U�Q���F�U�L�E�V���D�Q�G���F�R�W�W�R�Q���E�L�Q�V���D�Q�G���D�W�W�D�F�N�H�G���D�Q�G���U�R�E�E�H�G���³�O�R�\�D�O��

�F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�´���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���K�R�P�H�V���D�Q�G���D�O�R�Q�J���S�X�E�O�L�F���K�L�J�K�Z�D�\�V����The Macon Beacon reported in April 1864 

�W�K�D�W���6�P�L�W�K���D�Q�G���L�W�V���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���F�R�X�Q�W�L�H�V���Z�H�U�H���³�F�U�R�Z�G�H�G���Z�L�W�K���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���D�Q�G���G�L�V�D�I�I�H�F�W�H�G���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���´���Z�K�R��

�Z�H�U�H���³�G�H�V�H�U�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���E�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���R�I���W�K�L�H�Y�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���S�L�O�O�D�J�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�R�\�D�O���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V��

�R�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´���7�K�H�\���I�R�U�F�H�G���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���Z�K�R���I�D�L�O�H�G���W�R���H�Q�G�R�U�V�H���W�K�H�L�U���³�P�D�Q�\���D�F�W�V���R�I���Y�L�O�O�D�L�Q�\�´���W�R��

choose either exile or assassination.24 �:�L�W�Q�H�V�V�H�V���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���P�D�G�H���³�O�R�\�D�O�´���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V��

�W�D�U�J�H�W�V���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���R�X�W�U�D�J�H�V�����D�Q�G���E�\���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���³�G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O�´���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H�V�� 

In D�H�F�D�W�R�U�����1�H�Z�W�R�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����D���P�D�Q���Z�K�R���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���³�P�D�G�H���D���J�R�R�G���V�R�O�G�L�H�U���´���E�X�W���Z�D�V��

�X�S�V�H�W���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���D�U�P�\�¶�V���F�R�Q�I�L�V�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���K�L�V���K�R�U�V�H�����O�H�G���D���E�D�Q�G���R�I���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V who took control of the 

�Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�K�R�R�G�����7�K�H���J�U�R�X�S���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���P�H�Q���W�K�D�W���K�D�G���D�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W�O�\���³�P�D�G�H���I�D�L�W�K�I�X�O���V�R�O�G�L�H�Us for three 

�\�H�D�U�V���´���7�K�H�\���K�L�G���R�X�W���L�Q���W�K�H���V�Z�D�P�S�V���W�R���D�Y�R�L�G���F�D�S�W�X�U�H���E�\���W�K�H���P�L�O�L�W�L�D�����D�Q�G���P�D�Q�\���O�R�F�D�O���Z�R�P�H�Q���D�L�G�H�G��

these renegades by blowing trumpets to alert them of danger. The deserters killed one local man 

and savagely beat five others. A witness to the mayhe�P���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�H���D�U�P�\���V�K�R�X�O�G���³�V�H�Q�G���W�K�H�P���W�R��

Vicksburg for they are all Union and oppose the Confederate Government and all that are in 

�I�D�Y�R�U���R�I���L�W���´���6�L�P�S�V�R�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�G���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V���L�Q���������������Z�K�H�Q���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���³�E�X�U�Q�H�G���X�S��

two gin houses & one bridge acro�V�V���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U���´���%�\���H�D�U�O�\�������������³�G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���D�Q�G���O�D�Z�O�H�V�V���P�H�Q�´���J�D�L�Q�H�G��

control of the Simpson County courts and vowed revenge after the provost guard shot fifty-six 

year-�R�O�G���I�D�U�P�H�U���-�D�P�H�V���5�R�J�H�U�V�����7�Z�R���R�I���5�R�J�H�U�V�¶���V�R�Q�V�����R�Q�H���R�I���Z�K�R�P���Z�D�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���$�E�H�O���$�����5�R�J�H�U�V�����D��

former colonel in Company A of the 39th Infantry Simpson County Greys, were among the 

                                                 
24 Milton Brown to Charles Clark, December 11, 1864, M.J. Wesson Bush to Charles Clark, March 26, 1864, Clark 
Correspondence; Macon Beacon (Macon, MS), April 13, 1864. 
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deserters who threatened to kill any Confederate soldiers that dared enter the county. According 

to Simpson resident Richard Cooper, Confederate army personnel could not trust many people in 

�W�K�H���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�K�R�R�G���Z�K�R�����³�R�Q���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���W�R���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���R�I���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�D�E�O�H��

�O�R�\�D�O�W�\���´25 The distinction between anti-Confederate behavior, however, and opportunistic 

collective violence, could blur in wartime conditions that fostered the latter. 

The fact that Newton and Simpson county civilians aided deserters in their resistance to 

conscripting Confederate soldiers does suggest that opposition to Confederate policies, if not 

outright Unionism, influenced such behavior. This collusion between deserters and civilians, 

�K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����O�H�G���R�Q�H���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V���W�R���F�R�Q�I�O�D�W�H���W�K�H���W�Z�R���P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V���E�\���F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H�\���D�U�H���D�O�O���8�Q�L�R�Q��

�D�Q�G���R�S�S�R�V�H���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���´���<�H�W�����W�K�H���E�U�H�D�N�G�R�Z�Q���R�I���O�D�Z���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���V�R�F�L�D�O��

order further encouraged deserters�¶���S�L�O�O�D�J�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�Q���W�X�U�Q���D�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�H�G���W�K�H���F�R�O�O�D�S�V�H��

of civil authority. This phenomenon was especially evident in Simpson County, where deserters 

gained control of the courts. In the Simpson case, the killing of James Rogers appeared to have 

aroused family allegiances, as opposed to national ones, that resulted in retaliatory threats against 

�L�Q�W�U�X�G�L�Q�J���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�����1�R�Q�H�W�K�H�O�H�V�V�����Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V���5�L�F�K�D�U�G���&�R�R�S�H�U���V�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶��

�F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q���D�F�F�R�P�S�O�L�F�H�V���Z�H�U�H���R�I���³�T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�D�E�O�H���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���´���V�X�J�J�H�V�Wing that they were disloyal by 

�D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�D�W���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V���Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�W�V���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���W�D�N�H�Q���R�Y�H�U���E�\���³�G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���D�Q�G��

�O�D�Z�O�H�V�V���P�H�Q���´���K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V���W�K�D�W���V�R�P�H���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���O�L�Q�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�Y�H��

behavior motivated by Union or anti-Confederate partisanship, and behavior by men who, in 

                                                 
25 Hamilton Cooper to Charles Clark, December 26, 1864, Richard Cooper to Charles Clark, March 25, 1865, Clark 
Correspondence, box 950; 1860 U.S. Census, Simpson County, Mississippi, James Rogers, Abel A. Rogers and U.S. 
Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles, A.A. Rogers, digital images, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com/: 
accessed June 2, 2011). 
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�7�L�O�O�\�¶�V���Z�R�U�G�V�����X�V�H�G���³�G�D�P�D�J�L�Q�J���P�H�D�Q�V���W�R���S�X�U�V�X�H���H�Q�G�V���W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���X�Q�D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���R�U���I�R�U�E�L�G�G�H�Q���W�R��

�W�K�H�P���X�Q�G�H�U���R�W�K�H�U���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���´���Z�D�V���E�O�X�U�U�L�Q�J�� 

Circuit court judge Robert Hudson, who witnessed the social �E�U�H�D�N�G�R�Z�Q���R�I���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V��

�L�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�D�U�����X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G���K�R�Z���W�K�H���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���³�G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���D�Q�G���O�D�Z�O�H�V�V���P�H�Q�´���Z�D�V��

perhaps too fine. Although he concluded that Mississippi was rife with disloyal people, 

especially after the fall of Vicksburg, he connected this alleged treason to the collapse of civil 

�D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���L�Q���W�K�H���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�Q�J���³�Q�R-�P�D�Q�¶�V���O�D�Q�G���´���+�X�G�V�R�Q�¶�V���F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�W�V���D�E�R�X�W��

�G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���H�F�K�R�H�G���U�H�S�R�U�W�V���R�I���R�W�K�H�U���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V�H�V�����³�7�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���L�V���Q�R�Z���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���W�D�F�L�W���U�X�O�H���R�I���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V����

thieves, �D�Q�G���G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O���P�H�Q���D�Q�G���Z�R�P�H�Q���´���K�H���Z�D�U�Q�H�G���'�D�Y�L�V���L�Q���0�D�U�F�K���������������³�2�S�H�Q-day and 

�P�L�G�Q�L�J�K�W���U�R�E�E�H�U�\���L�V���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�G���H�Y�H�U�\���G�D�\���D�Q�G���Q�L�J�K�W�«�E�\���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�����S�U�H�W�H�Q�G�H�G���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V��

�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�V���´���+�X�G�V�R�Q���F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G�����³�S�U�L�Y�D�W�H�V���V�W�H�D�O���D�Q�G���R�I�I�L�F�H�U�V���U�H�I�X�V�H���W�R���J�L�Y�H��the 

�S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���Z�K�H�Q���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���D�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q���S�X�Q�L�V�K���W�K�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���I�R�U���P�D�N�L�Q�J���F�O�D�L�P���W�R���L�W���´���+�H��

claimed that many men had deserted up to six times without punishment, and spent their time 

�H�Q�J�D�J�L�Q�J���L�Q���G�H�Y�L�D�Q�W���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���W�K�D�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���³�J�D�P�L�Q�J���S�D�U�W�L�H�V�����G�Uunkenness, marrying [sic], horse-

�U�D�F�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���V�W�H�D�O�L�Q�J���´���5�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�V�H���P�H�Q���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�G���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���K�H�D�U�W�K���D�Q�G���K�R�P�H����

�+�X�G�V�R�Q���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H�\���D�U�H���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���D�E�V�H�Q�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���D�U�P�\�����E�X�W���D�U�H��a great curse to home and 

the communities where they prowl [emphasis mine] �± and should the Yankees visit the interior, 

�W�K�H�\���Z�L�O�O���E�H���M�R�L�Q�H�G���D�V���J�X�L�G�H�V�����L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�Q�W�V���	���S�O�X�Q�G�H�U�H�U�V���E�\���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H�P���´���:�K�L�O�H���K�H���D�V�V�X�U�H�G��

�'�D�Y�L�V���W�K�D�W���³�,���D�P���Q�R���D�O�D�U�P�L�V�W���´���K�H���Q�R�Q�H�W�K�H�O�H�V�V���Z�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���L�V���D�O�P�R�V�W���D���6�R�G�R�P���D�Q�G��

Go�P�R�U�U�D�K�«�D�Q�G���W�K�H���G�D�\���R�I���R�X�U���V�D�O�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�����L�I���Q�H�J�O�H�F�W�H�G���I�R�U���D���G�D�\�����L�V���I�R�U�H�Y�H�U���J�R�Q�H���´26 

Hudson made similar reports to Clark in May 1864, and although his continued to use the 

�O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���R�I���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���W�R���F�D�O�O���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���³�G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O���´���K�H���D�O�V�R���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G���W�K�H���F�R�O�O�D�S�V�H���R�I��civil law to 

                                                 
26 Robert S. Hudson to Jefferson Davis, March 14, Robert S. Hudson to Charles Clark, October 26, 1864,  in James 
W. �6�L�O�Y�H�U�����(�G�������³�7�K�H���%�U�H�D�N�G�R�Z�Q���R�I���0�R�U�D�O�H���L�Q���&�H�Q�W�U�D�O���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���L�Q���������������/�H�W�W�H�U�V���R�I���-�X�G�J�H���5�R�E�H�U�W���6�����+�X�G�V�R�Q���´��
Journal of Mississippi History 16, (April, 1964): 102, 116.      
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�W�K�H���H�[�S�O�R�V�L�R�Q���R�I���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���D�P�R�Q�J���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���Z�K�R���E�H�F�D�P�H���D���³�J�U�H�D�W���F�X�U�V�H���W�R��

�K�R�P�H���´���³�%�\���W�K�H���O�D�Z�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���V�W�D�W�H���L�W���L�V���P�D�G�H���W�K�H���L�P�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H���G�X�W�\���R�I���D�O�O���V�K�H�U�L�I�I�V�����P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I��

Boards of Police, Justices of the Peace and all other County officers to arrest and send to the 

�D�U�P�\���D�O�O���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���	���H�Y�D�G�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���F�R�X�Q�W�L�H�V���´���K�H���W�R�O�G���&�O�D�U�N�����³�7�K�H���I�D�F�W���L�V���´��

�K�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G�����³�W�K�D�W���Q�R�W���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���F�L�Y�L�O���R�I�I�L�F�H�U�V���L�V���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�L�Q�J���W�R���G�L�V�F�K�D�U�J�H���W�K�D�W���G�X�W�\���´���G�H�V�S�L�W�H��

the counties being �³�I�X�O�O���R�I���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�´���Z�K�R���Z�H�U�H���³�N�L�O�O�L�Q�J���R�U���R�X�W�U�D�J�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���	���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���R�I��

�J�R�R�G���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���´���+�X�G�V�R�Q���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�G���K�R�Z���W�K�H���E�U�H�D�N�G�R�Z�Q���R�I���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H���O�D�Z���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���H�Q�D�E�O�H�G��

deserters to commit opportunistic collective violence, with little regard for the sanctity of hearth 

and home. He also understood how kin networks and local ties supported the collective aspect of 

�W�K�H�L�U���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U�����7�K�H���U�R�R�W���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���³�W�K�H���U�H�P�L�V�V�Q�H�V�V�´���R�I���F�L�Y�L�O���F�R�X�Q�W�\���R�I�I�L�F�H�U�V���Z�D�V��

�W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H�L�U���Q�H�D�U�H�V�W���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�V�����D�Q�G���R�I�W�H�Q���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���V�R�Qs are deserters, with whom they meet, and 

�V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���I�H�H�G���	���H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�L�Q�J���W�R���D�U�U�H�V�W�����R�U���H�Y�H�Q���W�R���U�H�S�U�L�P�D�Q�G���W�K�H�P���´27 he wrote. 

Yet, even as Hudson recognized how micro loyalties and social dissolution enabled deserters to 

wreak havoc, he also viewed their behavior as stemming from disloyalty to the Confederacy by 

equating objective with subjective Unionism, and warned that the problem was spreading. 

Hudson believed that the natural inclination for deserters was to join up with the 

occupying Yankees. In late May 1864, he heard from Yazoo County Sheriff William Mangum 

that the miscreants had spread from the interior to the Union-�R�F�F�X�S�L�H�G���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���'�H�O�W�D�����³�,���D�P��

truly sorry to know that the counties of Leake, Attala, Neshoba, Winston & other counties are 

now and have been for the last six months emptying their filthy, base, disloyal, deserting, 

�V�W�H�D�O�L�Q�J�����P�X�U�G�H�U�L�Q�J���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�W�R���<�D�]�R�R���´���+�X�G�V�R�Q���W�R�O�G���0�D�J�Q�X�P�����+�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H�G���W�K�H��

�G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶���P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�V���V�W�H�P�P�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���D���U�R�X�J�K���P�L�[�W�X�U�H���R�I���G�H�O�L�Q�T�X�H�Q�F�\���D�Q�G���G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O�W�\�����³�7�K�H�\��

pretend to go there [at Union lines] to get corn to live on, but their real object is to avoid our 
                                                 
27 �5�R�E�H�U�W���6�����+�X�G�V�R�Q���W�R���&�K�D�U�O�H�V���&�O�D�U�N�H�����0�D�\�����������������������������L�Q���6�L�O�Y�H�U�����H�G�������³�%�U�H�D�N�G�R�Z�Q���R�I �0�R�U�D�O�H���´��������-04.     
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�D�U�P�\�����V�W�H�D�O�����S�O�X�Q�G�H�U�����D�Q�G���E�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���<�D�Q�N�H�H�V���´���+�X�G�V�R�Q���Z�D�U�Q�H�G�����D�G�G�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�,���N�Q�R�Z���P�D�Q�\���R�I��

them, and know them to be a base, vile & worthless set, who never made a good or honest living 

�D�Q�\�Z�K�H�U�H���´28 Hudson identified some of the men by name, revealing how kin ties could become 

gang loyalties in the right conditions. 

The deserters whom Hudson identified ran in family and neighborhood groups. Thomas, 

Reuban, and William Barrett of Neshoba County, and John and Samuel Adcock of Leake 

County, deserted from Mississippi regiments raised in their neighborhoods. Members of the 

Waller, Breazeale, Mooney and Scott families of Neshoba and Leake Counties were also among 

the group. Amidst the precarious wartime conditions, these family and neighborhood bonds 

became gang loyalties that enabled collective violence. Hudson recognized this but also put a 

�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W���V�S�L�Q���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O�L�W�\�����³�7�K�H�\���D�U�H���D�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q�L�Vts, spies, deserters, liars, thieves, 

�P�X�U�G�H�U�H�U�V���D�Q�G���H�Y�H�U�\���W�K�L�Q�J���I�R�X�O���	���G�D�P�Q�D�E�O�H���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H��29 �:�K�L�O�H���O�L�N�H�O�\���X�Q�F�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V���R�Q���+�X�G�V�R�Q�¶�V��

part, his comment nonetheless encapsulated how a nationalist war degraded the social order and 

caused ostensibly partisan actors to act violently without necessarily nationalist designs. The 

�G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���Z�H�Q�W���I�U�R�P���³�D�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V���´���³�V�S�L�H�V�´���D�Q�G���³�G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���´���D�O�O���W�H�U�P�V���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�Q�J���G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O�W�\���W�R���W�K�H��

�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�����D�Q�G���V�K�L�I�W�H�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���U�H�D�O�P���R�I���³�O�L�D�U�V���´���³�W�K�L�H�Y�H�V�´���D�Q�G���³�P�X�U�G�H�U�H�U�V���´���+�Xdson 

recognized how criminal behavior flourished in the right conditions, and equated common 

criminality with treasonous behavior.  

Much like Hudson, Captain Wirt Thompson of the 24th Mississippi Infantry recognized 

�G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶���R�Y�H�U�W���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O�L�W�\���E�X�W���V�W�L�O�O���Iramed their behavior in nationalist terms. Following an 1864 

leave of absence spent in southeastern Greene County, Thompson wrote: 

                                                 
28 �5�R�E�H�U�W���6�����+�X�G�V�R�Q���W�R���:�L�O�O�L�D�P���+�����0�D�Q�J�X�P�����0�D�\�����������������������L�Q���6�L�O�Y�H�U�����H�G�������³�%�U�H�D�N�G�R�Z�Q���R�I���0�R�U�D�O�H���´������-107. 
29 Ibid,�  ́106-107; 1860 U.S. Census, Neshoba and Leake Counties, Mississippi, Thomas, Reuban, William G. 
Barrett, Samuel and John W. Adcock, William R. and Charles R. Waller, Jackson Breazeale, C.W. Mooney, Emmet 
R. Scott and U.S. Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles, digital images, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com/: 
accessed September 18, 2009). 



   

 189 

�³�3�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���W�R���V�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J���W�R���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���,���Z�D�V���D�Z�D�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I���O�D�U�J�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U�V���R�I��
deserters and conscripts in that section of the State, but until I arrived in the country I did 
not know that they were in organized bodies and committing depredations and deeds of 
violence, bloodshed, and outlawry, and that there was no force in the country to contend 
against them or to defend the loyal portion of the citizens from their savage caprices and 
�E�U�X�W�D�O���Z�K�L�P�V���´ 
 

By 1864 the deserters controlled several swaths of southeastern Mississippi. Civilians lived in 

�I�H�D�U���R�I���W�K�H���³�R�X�W�O�D�Z�V�¶�´���Z�U�D�W�K�����W�K�H���J�D�Q�J�V���H�[�L�O�H�G���V�R�P�H���G�L�V�V�H�Q�W�H�U�V���D�Q�G���P�X�U�G�H�U�H�G���R�W�Ker citizens in 

their own homes. The deserters also targeted conscription officers like Captain John Bradford, 

whom they spared from the noose but banished from Greene County. On the same day, the 

�G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���D�O�V�R���F�D�S�W�X�U�H�G���W�K�H���D�U�H�D�¶�V���W�D�[-in-kind funds, and forced a local resident to distribute the 

�P�R�Q�H�\���W�R���O�R�F�D�O���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�����³�,���Z�D�V���W�R�O�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���E�R�D�V�W���R�I���I�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���´���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q���Z�U�R�W�H����

�F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���K�D�G���³�I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���X�Q�L�Q�W�H�U�U�X�S�W�H�G���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�´���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���<�D�Q�N�H�H�V���R�Q���6�K�L�S��

Island.30 Although they terro�U�L�]�H�G���P�D�Q�\���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V�����W�K�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�Q�J���R�I���P�R�Q�H�\���W�R���O�R�F�D�O��

families suggests collusion between some civilians and the renegades. Yet, even if divisions 

�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���O�R�F�D�O���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���K�D�G���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W���R�U�L�J�L�Q�V�����W�K�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���J�D�Q�J��

loy�D�O�W�L�H�V�����H�[�D�F�H�U�E�D�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���F�K�D�R�W�L�F���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V�����K�D�G���S�X�V�K�H�G���*�U�H�H�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\�¶�V���Z�D�U���E�H�\�R�Q�G��

partisan boundaries. Civilians likely chose to side with, or resisted, the deserters in a battle for 

wartime spoils. This internal battle eclipsed a conflict that may have originated in divisions 

between pro-and anti-Confederate sympathizers. Thompson, thinking in a purely nationalist 

paradigm, thought that Unionism motivated the deserters, but their actions suggest banditry 

fueled by opportunistic conditions.  

Greene County became a bandit-ruled surveillance state that pitted neighbor against 

�Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�����5�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���I�H�D�U�H�G���O�H�D�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���K�R�P�H�V�����&�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V���H�D�Y�H�V�G�U�R�S�S�H�G���R�Q���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶���K�R�X�V�H�V���E�\��

night and reported to the outlaws by day. The deserters burned bridges and ferry boats, and 

                                                 
30 OR, ser. 1, vol. 32, pt. 3, pgs. 711-712. 
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attacked passersby from swamps and roadside thickets. They also pillaged horses, wagons, guns, 

�D�Q�G���Z�K�L�V�N�H�\���I�U�R�P���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V�����D�Q�G���E�H�D�W�����P�X�U�G�H�U�H�G���R�U���H�[�L�O�H�G���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���U�H�V�L�V�W�H�G�����7�K�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶��

�F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H���G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�H���D�P�D�]�H�G���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q�����Z�K�R���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���K�R�Z���³�G�H�V�H�U�W�Hrs from every army and 

�I�U�R�P���H�Y�H�U�\���6�W�D�W�H�´���K�D�G���³�F�R�O�R�Q�H�O�V�����P�D�M�R�U�V�����F�D�S�W�D�L�Q�V�����D�Q�G���O�L�H�X�W�H�Q�D�Q�W�V�´���D�Q�G���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�R���E�H���³�Q�R�W���O�H�V�V��

than a thousand strong in organized bodies, besides what others are outsiders and disloyal 

�F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���´31 Amidst the vacuum of lawlessness, �W�K�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶���J�U�R�X�S���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���W�K�H�P���W�R��

commit organized banditry. Whatever their reasons for abandoning the army, their actions 

suggest the influence of self-interest inflamed by the possible spoils of war, rather than a desire 

to protect hearth and home. 

�/�L�N�H���R�W�K�H�U���S�D�U�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���*�X�O�I���&�R�D�V�W���V�X�I�I�H�U�H�G���I�U�R�P���Z�D�U-induced 

�S�U�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���V�D�Z���O�L�W�W�O�H���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���Y�D�O�X�H���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���F�R�D�V�W�O�L�Q�H�����D�Q�G��

abandoned it to the Federals by 1862. Gulf Coast Mississippians protested this abandonment. 

Hancock County resident Freeman Jones warned Pettus that removal of home guards from the 

�F�R�D�V�W���³�Z�L�O�O���O�H�D�G���W�R���R�S�H�Q���U�H�E�H�O�O�L�R�Q���D�W���K�R�P�H���´���%�\���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���������������H�L�J�K�W���P�R�Q�W�K�V���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q��

captured New Orleans, scarcities of corn and bread drove citizens to travel to far-off Mobile to 

buy high-�S�U�L�F�H�G���J�R�R�G�V�����,�Q���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���������������D���3�D�V�F�D�J�R�X�O�D���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���W�R�O�G���3�H�W�W�X�V���W�K�D�W���³�I�D�P�L�Q�H���L�V��

inevitable and will drive the poor people to the Yankees & invite them to come and protect them 

�I�U�R�P���V�W�D�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���´���7�K�D�W���V�S�U�L�Q�J�����Whe Mississippian alerted the governor that costal residents faced 

�³�W�K�H���J�L�D�Q�W���V�N�H�O�H�W�R�Q���R�I���)�D�P�L�Q�H���´���'�H�V�S�H�U�D�W�H���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���D�E�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I���F�L�Y�L�O���D�Q�G��

�P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���W�R���V�S�X�U���E�D�Q�G�L�W�U�\���L�Q���F�R�D�V�W�D�O���F�R�X�Q�W�L�H�V�����$�Q�������������U�H�S�R�U�W���Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���³�L�Q�I�Hst 

�W�K�H���F�R�D�V�W���´���$���\�H�D�U���O�D�W�H�U�����R�Q�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�U���V�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���6�H�D���&�R�D�V�W���I�U�R�P���3�D�V�F�D�J�R�X�O�D���W�R��

�6�K�L�H�O�G�V�E�R�U�R���L�V���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���O�L�Q�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\���´���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�\�P�S�D�W�K�L�]�H�U�V��

�Z�H�U�H���³�E�H�L�Q�J���P�X�U�G�H�U�H�G���D�Q�G���G�U�L�Y�H�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���E�\���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V �I�U�R�P���R�X�U���D�U�P�\�´���Z�K�R���K�H�O�G��
                                                 
31 OR, ser. 1, vol. 32, pt. 3, pg. 712. 
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�³�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\���R�I�I���R�I���6�K�L�S���,�V�O�D�Q�G���´32 �7�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V��

�D�E�D�Q�G�R�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���*�X�O�I���&�R�D�V�W���U�H�V�X�O�W�H�G���L�Q���D���Z�R�U�V�H�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q�¶�V���V�R�F�L�D�O���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W�����Z�K�H�Q��

combined with the Union presence, fueled Confederate �G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶���G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�Y�H���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���������� 

�%�\���������������K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V�H�V�¶���W�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�\���W�R���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶���S�L�O�O�D�J�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���H�L�W�K�H�U��

objective or subjective Unionism waned. Mississippians became more inclined to view these ex-

soldiers as a criminal element which needed to be squelched. The Confederate government, for 

its part, proved largely unable to apprehend or stop the outlaws, revealing the limitations of its 

nonetheless expanded infrastructural powers.  

As the war reached its midpoint, witnesses across the state increasingly commented on 

�G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O�L�W�\�����E�X�W���H�V�F�K�H�Z�H�G���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�Q�J���V�X�F�K���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���W�R���D�O�O�H�J�H�G���D�Q�W�L-Confederate 

feelings. In March 1863, for example, Pettus authorized Lieutenant-Colonel W.L. Lowry to 

�U�R�X�Q�G���X�S���³�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���P�D�U�D�X�G�L�Q�J���E�D�Q�G�V���Q�R�Z���L�Q�I�H�V�W�L�Q�J���W�Ke counties of Tishomingo, Tippah and 

�0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���´���Z�K�R���K�D�G���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���³�I�R�U���W�K�H���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���R�I���V�H�L�]�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�I�L�V�F�D�W�L�Q�J�«�W�K�H���J�R�R�G�V�«�R�I���W�K�H��

�F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���R�I���V�D�L�G���F�R�X�Q�W�L�H�V���´���,�Q���������������Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V���+�����:�L�Q�V�O�R�Z���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�L�H�V���Z�H�V�W���D�Q�G��

north of Columbus are filled with deserters and robbers, who are devastating the country of 

�K�R�U�V�H�V���D�Q�G���P�X�O�H�V���´���3�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���R�Q�H�U�R�X�V���Z�D�V���D���J�D�Q�J���O�H�G���E�\���D���&�D�S�W�D�L�Q���%�R�E�R�����Z�K�R���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���Z�D�U��

�G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���W�R���S�O�X�Q�G�H�U���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�����³�,�Q���P�D�Q�\���F�D�V�H�V�����W�K�H�V�H���P�H�Q���R�I���%�R�E�R�¶�V���K�D�Y�H���W�D�N�H�Q���W�K�H��

cotton and supplies of people, and themselves sold it upon the lines for their own uses and 

�E�H�Q�H�I�L�W���´���:�L�Q�V�O�R�Z���Q�R�W�H�G�����$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���J�D�Q�J�����O�H�G���E�\���D���0�R�Q�U�R�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\���I�D�U�P�H�U���D�Q�G���I�R�U�P�H�U���6�H�U�J�H�D�Q�W���L�Q��

the 14th Mississippi Infantry named W.F. English, stole $900 from a citizen and generally preyed 

                                                 
32 Bettersworth, Confederate Mississippi, 241-143; Freeman Jones to John J. Pettus, December 24, E. Lewis to John 
J. Pettus, December 5, 1862, A.E. Lewis to Pettus, January 18, 1863, Pettus Correspondence, roll 2812, vol. 50; 
�³�6�X�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���6�H�D���&�R�D�V�W���R�I���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���´��Weekly Mississippian (Jackson, MS), April 8, 1863; OR, series 4, vol. 
2, pg. 782; Officers of Third Mississippi Regiment to James A. Seddon, March 29, 1864, Nos. H 151-350, Roll 129, 
Letters Received by the Confederate Secretary of War (Hereafter cited as LRSCW), M-437, War Department 
Collection of Confederate Records, RG 109, NARA (Hereafter cited as NARA). 
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�X�S�R�Q���³�W�K�H���X�Q�S�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���R�I���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���´���&�D�O�K�R�X�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\���I�D�U�P���O�D�E�R�U�H�U���-�D�P�H�V���&�D�U�W�U�L�J�K�W�����³�D��

�Q�R�W�R�U�L�R�X�V���U�R�E�E�H�U���D�Q�G���V�S�\�´���I�R�U�P�H�U�O�\���R�I���W�K�H����th Mississippi Infantry, commanded another gang of 

thieves. In Yazoo County, a partisan ranger described Conscr�L�S�W���&�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�U���6�D�P�X�H�O���'�\�H�U�¶�V��

�U�H�J�L�P�H�Q�W���D�V���³�P�R�V�W�O�\���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���R�W�K�H�U���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V�«�D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�V���W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���O�D�\�L�Q�J���R�X�W��

�V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���Z�D�U���E�H�J�D�Q���´���P�D�Q�\���R�I���Z�K�R�P���Z�H�U�H���³�S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���W�K�L�H�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���U�R�E�E�H�U�V�´���D�Q�G���³�D���W�H�U�U�R�U���W�R���W�K�H��

citizens and a disgrace to the Confedera�W�H���D�U�P�\���´���,�Q���Q�R�U�W�K���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�����&�R�O�R�Q�H�O���*�H�R�U�J�H���+�R�G�J�H��

�H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���D�I�W�H�U���G�H�V�H�U�W�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���D���S�R�U�W�L�R�Q���R�I���K�L�V���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�����D���&�D�S�W�D�L�Q���5�H�V�R�Q�����³�K�D�G���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G��

himself and inaugurated a system of private plunder ostensibly against the common enemy, but 

too often with�R�X�W���U�H�J�D�U�G���W�R���W�K�H���V�H�Q�W�L�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���R�Z�Q�H�U�V���R�I���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���´���)�X�U�W�K�H�U�����5�H�V�R�Q��

�F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W�O�\���X�U�J�H�G���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���V�W�L�O�O���L�Q���W�K�H���D�U�P�\���W�R���M�R�L�Q���K�L�V���E�D�Q�G�����³�O�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���E�\���S�U�R�P�L�V�H�V���R�I��

�E�U�L�J�D�Q�G�D�J�H���D�Q�G���I�U�H�H���T�X�D�U�W�H�U�V���´33 �:�L�W�Q�H�V�V�H�V���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V�O�\���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���W�K�H�V�H���J�D�Q�J�V���D�V���³�P�D�U�D�X�G�L�Q�J���´���D��

�³�W�H�U�U�R�U���´���³�U�R�E�E�H�U�V���´���D�Q�G���³�W�K�L�H�Y�H�V�´���Z�K�R���Z�H�U�H���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�H�G���W�R���³�E�U�L�J�D�Q�G�D�J�H���´���$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���Q�H�Y�H�U��

�H�Q�W�L�U�H�O�\���H�V�F�D�S�H�G���W�K�H���³�G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O�´���W�D�J�����F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���P�R�U�H���R�I�W�H�Q���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���W�K�H�L�U��

criminality, and that they posed a direct threat to Mississippi neighborhoods. 

These outlaws terrified civilians. Tishomingo County residents complained to Clark that 

�³�Z�H���D�U�H���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�H�G���R�Q���W�Z�R���V�L�G�H�V���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���E�\���D���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���S�D�U�W���G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O���	���P�L�[�H�G���Z�L�W�K��

�%�X�V�K�Z�K�D�F�N�H�U�V���	���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�����U�H�D�G�\���D�W���D�Q�\���W�L�P�H�«�W�R���S�R�X�Q�F�H���X�S�R�Q���X�V���	 commit the worst acts of 

�G�H�S�U�H�G�D�W�L�R�Q���	���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���´���/�L�N�H�Z�L�V�H�����L�Q���O�D�W�H�������������D���)�U�D�Q�N�O�L�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���W�R�O�G���&�O�D�U�N���R�I��

�³�G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�G���P�D�Q�\���G�H�S�U�H�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�L�V���F�R�X�Q�W�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�L�U��

familiar acquaintance with the roads and paths so as to escape the vigilance of the regular pickets 

�D�Q�G���V�F�R�X�W�V���´���%�H�W�W�\���%�H�D�X�P�R�Q�W���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�G���³�P�X�F�K���O�D�Z�O�H�V�V�Q�H�V�V�´���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�����Q�R�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���Z�D�V��

                                                 
33 John J. Pettus to W.L. Lowry, March 17, 1863, Pettus Correspondence, roll 1446; OR, ser. 1, vol. 32, pt. 3, pg. 
635; 1860 U.S. Census, Monroe and Calhoun Counties, Mississippi, W.F. English, James Cartright, and U.S. Civil 
War Soldier Records and Profiles, digital images, Ancestry.com http://www.ancestry.com/: accessed June 8, 2011); 
H.W. Thompson to Charles Clark, January 21, 1864, Clark Correspondence, box 949; OR, ser. 1, vol. 39, pt. 2, pg. 
570. 
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�V�D�I�H�����D�Q�G���S�H�R�S�O�H���O�L�Y�H�G���L�Q���F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W���I�H�D�U���R�I���O�R�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�W�W�O�H���S�R�V�V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V���´���6�K�H���I�H�D�U�H�G���W�U�D�Y�H�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H��

Natchez �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�V�L�G�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���F�U�D�Z�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���³�O�D�Z�O�H�V�V���E�D�Q�G�V�����F�D�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�����S�U�R�Z�O�L�Q�J��

�D�U�R�X�Q�G���U�H�D�G�\���W�R���U�R�E���D�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q���P�X�U�G�H�U���´���7�K�H�V�H���³�E�X�V�K�Z�K�D�F�N�H�U�V���R�U���S�U�H�W�H�Q�G�H�G���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���´��

�%�H�D�X�P�R�Q�W���Q�R�W�H�G�����³�L�Q�I�H�V�W�H�G���D�O�O���W�K�H���U�R�D�G�V���D�Q�G���P�D�G�H���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���X�Q�V�D�I�H���´���,�Q���H�D�U�Oy 1864, Louisa 

Lovell contemplated shipping her valuables out of Natchez, which was beset with arsonists and 

�W�K�L�H�Y�H�V�����³�(�Y�H�U�\�E�R�G�\���L�V���U�R�E�E�H�G���D�Q�G���S�O�X�Q�G�H�U�H�G���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���P�H�U�F�\���´���V�K�H���W�R�O�G���K�H�U���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G�����³�V�R�P�H��

desperados set fire to Melrose [plantation] about a week ag�R���´34 �6�X�F�K���U�R�Y�L�Q�J���³�G�H�V�S�H�U�D�G�R�H�V�´���Z�H�U�H��

more often than not former Confederate soldiers who took advantage of the breakdown of law 

enforcement to engage in opportunistic collective violence, especially armed robbery.   

In July 1864, for example, Confederate ca�Y�D�O�U�\���L�Q���&�R�Y�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\���D�U�U�H�V�W�H�G���³�T�X�L�W�H���D��

number of deserters & outlaws who had banded together & pretended to organize for the service, 

�E�X�W���D�V���L�W�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���U�H�D�O�O�\���I�R�U���E�D�G���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V���´���W�K�D�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���W�D�N�L�Q�J���³�U�H�Y�H�Q�J�H���R�Q���D�O�O���J�R�R�G��

�	���O�R�\�D�O���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���´��Eliza Sivley reported from Hinds County that army authorities had arrested 

�R�Q�H���%�R�E���&�D�U�S�H�Q�G�H�U���³�I�R�U���V�W�H�D�O�L�Q�J���0�U�V�����:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�¶�V���F�R�W�W�R�Q���D�Q�G���V�H�O�O�L�Q�J���L�W���W�R���W�K�H���<�D�Q�N�V���´��

�&�D�U�S�H�Q�G�H�U���Z�D�V���D�O�V�R���F�K�D�U�J�H�G���Z�L�W�K���³�G�H�V�H�U�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���K�L�J�K�Z�D�\���U�R�E�E�H�U�\�´���E�H�I�R�U�H���K�H���H�V�F�D�S�H�G���E�\���E�U�L�E�L�Q�J��

a guard. On her way to Memphis in August 1863, Caroline Seabury met a Mississippi family 

�K�L�G�L�Q�J���R�Q���D���U�L�Y�H�U���L�V�O�D�Q�G���Z�K�R�����W�H�Q���G�D�\�V���H�D�U�O�L�H�U�����K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���S�O�X�Q�G�H�U�H�G���E�\���³�D���E�D�Q�G���R�I���6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q��

�J�X�H�U�L�O�O�D�V���´���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���&�K�D�O�P�H�U�V�¶���D�U�P�\�����Z�K�R���³�U�R�E�E�H�G���W�K�H�P���L�Q���E�U�R�D�G���G�D�\�O�L�J�K�W��of all the money 

�	���F�O�R�W�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H�\���F�R�X�O�G���I�L�Q�G���´���7�K�H���U�R�E�E�H�U�V���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���³�U�D�W�K�H�U���Z�H�O�O���N�Q�R�Z�Q�´���W�R���W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���I�R�U���³�\�H�D�U�V���´��

�D�Q�G���Z�H�U�H���R�X�W�U�D�J�H�G���W�R���I�L�Q�G���D���8�Q�L�R�Q���R�D�W�K���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V���S�R�V�V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�D�W���W�K�H���W�Z�R���S�D�U�W�L�H�V��

                                                 
34 Tishomingo Residents to Charles Clark, Undated, Clark Correspondence, box 950; N. Cassedy to Charles Clark, 
September 12, 1864, Ibid; Betty Bentley Beaumont, Twelve Years of my Life: An Autobiography (Philadelphia: T.B. 
Peterson & Brothers, 1887), 182, 208, 244; Louisa T. Lovell to Joseph Lovell, February 26, 1864, Quitman Family 
Papers, 1784-1978, folder 112, ser. 1.2, 00616, Southern Historical Collection, Wilson Library, University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill (hereafter cited as SHC). 
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knew each other suggests that pre-war antagonisms, not merely Union and Confederate 

�G�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V�����P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���V�S�X�U�U�H�G���W�K�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶���U�D�L�G�����,�Q�G�H�H�G�����Z�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U���W�K�H���W�Z�R���S�D�U�W�L�H�V�¶���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

loyalties, the gang took advantage of the chaotic wartime conditions to steal for themselves, not 

�W�R���D�F�W���R�Q���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�¶�V���E�H�K�D�O�I�����7�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V���D�O�O�H�J�H�G���8�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�P���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���D�Q���H�D�V�\���H�[�F�X�V�H���W�R��

target them for theft, but soldiers-turned-bandits hardly needed such an excuse. Samuel Agnew 

recognized how the wartime conditions turned former soldiers into criminals. When two soldiers 

robbed �D���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U���Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J���K�R�P�H���D�W���Q�L�J�K�W�����$�J�Q�H�Z���U�H�P�D�U�N�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�D���J�R�R�G���P�D�Q�\���R�I���R�X�U���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V��

�D�U�H���E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J���O�D�Z�O�H�V�V�����6�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H�P���D�U�H���W�R���E�H���D�O�P�R�V�W���D�V���P�X�F�K���I�H�D�U�H�G���D�V���W�K�H���<�D�Q�N�H�H�V���´35 Yet, 

even as deserters embraced banditry, they often used nationalist justifications for their behavior, 

�W�K�H�U�H�E�\���U�H�Y�H�D�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�¶�V���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���L�Q�V�S�L�U�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���G�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q�� 

Deserters invoked Confederate military authority in the service of gang-interests that bore 

�O�L�W�W�O�H���W�D�Q�J�L�E�O�H���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W���V�W�D�Q�F�H�V�����%�H�D�X�P�R�Q�W�¶�V���R�E�V�Hrvation that these men were 

�³�S�U�H�W�H�Q�G���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�´���Z�D�V���T�X�L�W�H���D�S�W�����V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H�\���X�V�H�G���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���D�V���D���P�H�D�Q�V���W�R��

advance criminal ends. During the winter of 1864, for example, Bolivar County citizens 

�F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���W�R���&�O�D�U�N���D�E�R�X�W���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U���J�D�Q�J�V�����µ�N�Q�D�Y�H�V���D�O�O���¶���Z�K�R���L�Q�Y�D�G�H�G���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶���K�R�P�H�V���E�U�D�Q�G�L�V�K�L�Q�J��

�I�D�O�V�L�I�L�H�G���S�D�S�H�U�V���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G�O�\���V�L�J�Q�H�G���E�\���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���6�W�H�S�K�H�Q���'�����/�H�H�����³�7�K�H�L�U���J�D�P�H���L�V��

�U�R�E�E�H�U�\���´���W�K�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�W�K�H�\���W�D�N�H���P�X�O�H�V���± horses �± provisions �± anything they lay their 

hands on, robbing ever�\�E�R�G�\���R�I���D�Q�\���P�R�Q�H�\���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q���I�L�Q�G���´���,�Q���R�Q�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W�����D�F�W�L�Q�J���O�L�N�H��

�³�D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���H�O�V�H���E�X�W���W�K�H���V�R�O�G�L�H�U���´���W�K�H���J�D�Q�J�����O�H�G���E�\���D���&�D�S�W�D�L�Q���3�U�L�F�H�����D�U�U�H�V�W�H�G���D�Q�G���K�D�Q�G�F�X�I�I�H�G���O�R�F�D�O��

men and ransacked their houses while insulting on-�O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���Z�R�P�H�Q�����7�K�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶���Q�R�W�H�G �W�K�D�W���³�L�I��

�W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���S�O�D�F�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���U�D�Q�N�V�����W�K�H���D�U�P�\���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���J�U�H�D�W�O�\���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�H�G���´���³�6�R�P�H�E�R�G�\���L�V���W�R��

                                                 
35H.S. Van Eaton to Charles Clark, July 12, 1864, Clark Correspondence, box 949; Eliza H.B. Sively to Jane Sivley, 
Undated, Jane Sively Letters, 1862-1867, folder 4, 01891-z, SHC; Suzanne L. Bunkers, ed. The Diary of Caroline 
Seabury, 1854-1863 (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1991), 105-06; Diary of Samuel Andrew Agnew, 
January 21, 1864,  Documenting the American South. http://docsouth.unc.edu/imls/agnew/agnew.html. (Accessed 
September 13, 2009). 
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�E�O�D�P�H���´���W�K�H�\���I�X�P�H�G�����³�Z�H���G�R�Q�¶�W���W�K�L�Q�N���W�K�L�V���W�K�H���Z�D�\���W�R���F�R�Q�T�X�H�U���D���S�O�D�F�H�����R�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�U�D�U�\�����Z�H���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H��

�L�W���W�R���E�H���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�H���´36 By claiming military authority to rob for their own personal gain, the 

�G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�H�G���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V���Z�K�R���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���V�X�F�K���D�E�X�V�H���R�I���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���Z�D�V���³�Q�R���Z�D�\���W�R��

�F�R�Q�T�X�H�U�´���W�K�H���K�H�D�U�W�V���D�Q�G���P�L�Q�G�V���R�I���W�K�R�V�H���R�Q���W�K�H���K�R�P�H���I�U�R�Q�W�����,�W���Z�D�V���G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W���W�R���Z�K�R�O�H-heartedly 

accept the military as a force for the greater national good when former soldiers invoked it to 

terrorize hearths and homes.   

Marauding deserters in other parts of the states similarly cloaked their behavior with 

military authority. In March 1863, cavalry scout R.H. Bowers complained to Captain Thomas 

�+�H�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���L�Q���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����³�V�W�U�D�J�J�O�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���D�O�P�R�V�W���H�Y�H�U�\���F�D�Y�D�O�U�\���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G��

we have, who profess to be scouts, but who rob persons, steal horses, trade in cotton & do 

everything else except what duty requires & wh�D�W���D���W�U�X�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�R�O�G�L�H�U���Z�R�X�O�G���G�R���´���&�D�U�U�\�L�Q�J��

�F�R�Q�I�L�V�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�D�S�H�U�V���I�R�U�J�H�G���Z�L�W�K���3�H�P�E�H�U�W�R�Q�¶�V���V�L�J�Q�D�W�X�U�H�����W�K�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���U�R�E�E�H�G���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���)�H�G�H�U�D�O��

cotton buyers then sold the stolen cotton at Memphis, pocketing the profits. They also stole 

horses from civilians, and on one occasion even took �%�R�Z�H�U�V�¶���R�Z�Q���P�R�X�Q�W�����,�Q���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H����

�W�K�H�\���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�H�G���W�R���W�R�U�F�K���D���Z�R�P�D�Q�¶�V���K�R�X�V�H���L�I���V�K�H���G�L�G���Q�R�W���J�L�Y�H���X�S���K�H�U���F�D�V�K�����³�,�V���W�K�H�U�H���Q�R���Z�D�\���W�R��

�S�U�R�W�H�F�W���W�K�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���I�U�R�P���V�X�F�K���O�D�Z�O�H�V�V���E�D�Q�G�V�"�´���%�R�Z�H�U�V���D�V�N�H�G���+�H�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q�����³�W�K�H�\���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���P�D�G�H��

to suffer for their acts but �,���K�D�Y�H���Q�R���Z�D�\���R�I���E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���W�R���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���´���+�H�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q���W�R�O�G���3�H�P�E�H�U�W�R�Q��

�W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���K�L�J�K-way robbers of whom Bowers writes, are mostly deserters from our army & 

pretend �W�R���D�F�W���X�Q�G�H�U���\�R�X�U���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���´���D�Q�G���E�H�J�J�H�G���W�K�H���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���W�R���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�H���S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���U�D�Q�J�H�U�V���W�R��

snuff �R�X�W���W�K�H���³�W�H�U�U�L�E�O�H���D�Q�Q�R�\�D�Q�F�H���´37 �7�K�H�V�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���H�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�H�P���W�D�J�V���O�L�N�H��

�³�N�Q�D�Y�H�V���´���³�O�D�Z�O�H�V�V���E�D�Q�G�V���´���D�Q�G���³�K�L�J�K-�Z�D�\���U�R�E�E�H�U�V���´���%�R�Z�H�U�V�¶���L�Q�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���³�S�U�R�W�H�F�W���W�K�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V��

                                                 
36 Bolivar County Citizens to Charles Clark, February 20, 1864, Clark Correspondence, box 949. 
37 R.H. Bowers to Thomas Henderson, March 15, 1863,  John C. Pemberton Papers, MLR PI101, Folder 6, Box 2, 
Entry 131, War Department Collection of Confederate Records, RG 109, NARA; Captain Henderson to John 
Pemberton, February 25, 1863, Ibid, folder 3.  
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�I�U�R�P���V�X�F�K���O�D�Z�O�H�V�V���E�D�Q�G�V�´���V�S�R�N�H���W�R���D���P�D�M�R�U���Z�H�D�N�Q�H�V�V���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\ to enforce national 

loyalty in its soldiery and defend civilians within its borders. The army was not sufficient enough 

�D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W���V�\�P�E�R�O���W�R���R�Y�H�U�F�R�P�H���W�K�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶���J�D�Q�J-loyalties and their self-interested drive to 

plunder. 

Gang loyalties were precisely the kind of micro allegiances that influenced a group of 

deserters/horse thieves near Pontotoc County. In March 1864, Samuel Agnew attended the 

magistrate trial of one of the alleged thieves, Pontotoc native Napoleon Bonaparte Bolen. One 

day in March a group of men that included John Chisholm and John Watkins confronted a 

traveling minister named Randall and searched him under suspicion that he was a spy. While the 

men soon let Randall go, his horse went missing. A search crew eventually found the horse, and 

Bolen, concealed in a thicket on the property of one Harrison Gober. When arrested, Bolen 

�L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�O�\���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���D�V���³�$�U�P�V�W�U�R�Q�J���´���D�Q�G���G�H�Q�L�H�G���V�W�H�D�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H���K�R�U�V�H�����/�D�W�H�U�����Z�K�H�Q���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�H�G��

with the noose, he admitted to obtaining it from a group of thieves that included John Watkins of 

Chickasaw County and John Chisholm of Itawamaba County, the two men who initially harassed 

Randall, as well as Luther Privet of Pontotoc County, William Harrison Gober and Littleton 

Wages of Tippah County, and Lafayette Bolen, a native of St. Clair County, Alabama and likely 

�D���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H���R�I���1�D�S�R�O�H�R�Q�¶�V���V�L�Q�F�H���E�R�W�K���P�H�Q���Z�H�U�H���$�O�D�E�D�P�D-born. While the coerced nature of 

�1�D�S�R�O�H�R�Q���%�R�O�H�Q�¶�V���W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���F�D�X�W�L�R�Q�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�D�N�L�Q�J���L�W���D�V���L�U�U�H�I�X�W�D�E�O�H���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I���K�L�V���J�X�L�O�W�����W�K�H��

circumstances of h�L�V���D�U�U�H�V�W�����F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���K�R�U�V�H���W�K�L�H�Y�H�V�¶���O�R�F�D�O���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����V�X�J�J�H�V�W���W�K�D�W���K�H��

was either a member of the gang or at least associated with them.38 

                                                 
38 Samuel Agnew Diary, March 13 and 14, 1864, Documenting the American South; 1860 U.S. Census, Pontotoc, 
Chickasaw, Itawamba and Tippah Counties, Mississippi, St. Clair County, Alabama, Napoleon B. Bolen, John 
Watkins, John Chisolm, Luther A. Privet, William H. Gober, Littleton Wages, Lafayette Bolen, digital images, 
Ancestry.com http://www.ancestry.com/: (accessed September 20, 2010). 
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�%�H�V�L�G�H�V���E�H�L�Q�J���F�D�X�J�K�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���K�R�U�V�H�����$�J�Q�H�Z���Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���%�R�O�H�Q���³�G�L�G���Q�R�W���I�H�H�O���V�D�I�H�´���L�Q���M�D�L�O��

without a guard, sugge�V�W�L�Q�J���K�H���P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���I�H�D�U�H�G���W�K�H���J�D�Q�J�¶�V���U�H�S�U�L�V�D�O���I�R�U���K�L�V���I�L�Q�J�H�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���L�Q���W�K�H��

�W�K�H�I�W�����%�R�O�H�Q�¶�V���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���D�V�V�X�P�L�Q�J���R�I���D���I�D�O�V�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���D�O�V�R���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���K�D�G���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J��

to hide. In addition to these circumstances, Bolen and the horse thieves shared local connections. 

Exempting Lafayette Bolen, they all lived in the cluster of northeastern counties near the 

Tennessee border, and they all served in the following Mississippi regiments: the 31st Infantry, 

12th Cavalry, 7th Cavalry, 18th Cavalry, and the 1st Infantry. Lafayette Bolen served in the 51st 

Alabama Cavalry. Each of these regiments mustered out in or near their home counties. The men 

also came from similar socio-economic backgrounds, either as small farmers or farm laborers 

who owned little to no property, and none of them were slaveholders save John Watkins, whose 

father owned fourteen slaves. Given these local connections, the men almost certainly associated 

with each other before the war, and these same ties likely persisted as they deserted and operated 

as a criminal gang. For his part, Napoleon Bolen may have betrayed the gang when threatened 

with hanging, but self-interest need not dispel the previous influence of group allegiances.39 

�6�R���Z�K�R���Z�H�U�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�"���$���F�K�D�U�W���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�L�Q�J���W�Ke socio-economic and 

county-level data of Mississippi deserters (located in Appendix B), reveals that they differed 

little in background from average Confederate soldiers. Out of 177 known Mississippi deserters, 

123 appear in the 1860 census. Fourteen of the 123, 11.4 percent, owned slaves or came from 

slave-holding families. Twelve of the fourteen slave owners, 86 percent, owned ten or fewer. 

One-hundred and nine deserters, 89 percent, did not own slaves at all. In addition, out of the 

sample of 123, thirty-five of them, 28.5 percent, owned less than $1,000 worth of real-estate. 

Sixty-one, or 49.6 percent, owned no real-estate. Only twenty-seven deserters, 22 percent, owned 

                                                 
39Agnew Diary, March 13 and 14, 1864; U.S. Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles, Napoleon B. Bolen, John 
Watkins, John Chisolm, Luther A. Privet, William H. Gober, Littleton Wages, Lafayette Bolen, digital images, 
Ancestry.com http://www.ancestry.com/: (accessed September 20, 2010). 
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or came from families that owned $1,000 or more in real-estate. The value of deserte�U�V�¶���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O��

estates was slightly more spread out. Sixty-six deserters, 54 percent, owned personal estates 

worth less than $1,000, while thirty-one deserters, 25 percent, held no personal estate at all. 

Twenty-six deserters, 21 percent, had personal estate valued at $1,000 or more. The majority of 

deserters, 89.4 percent, were either farmers or farm laborers. Thirty of them, 24 percent, were 

poor whites. Fifty-nine of the 123, 48 percent, were plain folk. A single deserter fell into the 

category of a middling or large farmer, and a mere four of them were planters or from planter 

families. Thus, the majority of the Mississippi deserters were either poor whites or plain folk 

who worked in agriculture.40 

These deserters were, in fact, quite normal, and representative of the average Mississippi 

soldier, a fact reflected in their social and economic backgrounds. A majority of them were 

family men, and their average age was twenty-six. Seventy-six of the 123, 62 percent, were 

married. Seventy-five, 61 percent, were heads of households, and sixty-eight, 55 percent, had 

children. These figures correspond with conclusions reached by Larry Logue in his random 

sampling of 1,010 Mississippi soldiers. He finds that 77 percent were either farmers or other 

agricultural worker�V�����F�R�P�S�D�U�H�G���W�R�������������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�I���P�\���V�D�P�S�O�H�G���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�����7�K�H���D�Y�H�U�D�J�H���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�¶�V��

�D�J�H���L�Q���/�R�J�X�H�¶�V���V�D�P�S�O�H���Z�D�V���������������P�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶���D�Y�H�U�D�J�H���D�J�H���R�I���W�Z�H�Q�W�\-six. Furthermore, 

61.2 percent were household heads, equaling the 61 percent of deserters who were heads of 

�K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G�V�����/�R�J�X�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���V�O�D�Y�H�V���Z�L�W�K���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�¶���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�����W�K�X�V�����K�L�V���V�D�P�S�O�H��

does not specify the percentage of slaveholders vs. non-slaveholders. Aaron Marrs, however, 

finds that most South Carolina deserters, like those in Mississippi, were non-slaveholders. Joseph 

                                                 
40 My occupational classifications �G�U�D�Z���I�U�R�P���6�D�P�X�H�O���&�����+�\�G�H���-�U�¶�V���G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�V�����3�R�R�U���Z�K�L�W�H�V���F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�G���R�I���O�D�Q�G�O�H�V�V��
laborers and non-property-holding farmers. Plain folk were non-slaveholding farmers with land, as well as farmers 
owning 1-5 working slaves. Middling or larger farmers owned land and 6-9 working slaves. Planters owned land and 
�������R�U���P�R�U�H���V�O�D�Y�H�V�����6�H�H���6�D�P�X�H�O���&�����+�\�G�H���-�U�������³�3�O�D�L�Q���)�R�O�N���5�H�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G�����+�L�V�W�R�U�L�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F�D�O���$�P�E�L�J�X�L�W�\���L�Q���6�H�D�Uch of 
�'�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���´��Journal of Southern History 71 (Nov., 2005): 819. 
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Glatthaar shows that the majority of men in the Army of Northern Virginia, 62.8 percent, did not 

own slaves. The percentage of Mississippi deserters who were non-slaveholders was higher at 89 

percent, revealing that deserters represented the average Confederate soldier in most respects, but 

they did have a lower percentage of slave ownership.41      

Mississippi deserters reflected the socio-economic status of the average Confederate 

soldier, and were also a microcosm of antebellum southern society in general.42 Although most 

were poor, suggesting they may have been inclined to pillage when circumstances allowed, they 

were also mostly married men with children. They were therefore fully enmeshed in the normal 

social order before the war, which suggests that it was the war-induced breakdown of that order 

that drove them to banditry. Why then, did these normal Confederate soldiers resort to collective 

violence when many others did not? Tilly notes that there is no explanation for why some people 

�S�H�U�I�R�U�P���³�V�H�O�I-�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���G�D�P�D�J�H���´���V�L�Q�F�H���V�X�F�K���P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�V�L�G�H���L�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���S�V�\�F�K�H����

Nonetheless, it is possible to identify the conditions that fuel opportunism, which include the 

combination of interpersonal relations like group loyalties in conjunction with pertinent 

environmental conditions.43 

�%�H�\�R�Q�G���W�K�H���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶���V�K�D�U�H�G���V�R�F�L�R���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�V�����W�K�H���F�H�Q�V�X�V���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q����

presented in the chart (see Appendix B), also reveals geographical links that further indicate the 

presence of pre-war local attachments. First, they rarely deserted alone. Sources providing 
                                                 
41 �/�D�U�U�\���0�����/�R�J�X�H�����³�:�K�R���-�R�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���$�U�P�\�"���6�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�����&�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V�����D�Q�G���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���´��
Journal of Social History 26 (Spring, 1993): 614; �0�D�U�U�V�����³�'�H�V�H�U�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���/�R�\�D�O�W�\���L�Q���6�R�X�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D���´�����������-�R�V�H�S�K���7����
Glatthaar, Soldiering in the Army of Northern Virginia: A Statistical Portrait of the Troops Who Served under 
Robert E. Lee (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2011), 5-6. 
42 Glatthaar, Soldiering in the Army of Northern Virginia, 5-6; James M. McPherson, Battle Cry of Freedom: The 
Civil War Era (New York: Ballantine, 1988), 614-615; Frank I. Owsley, Plain Folk of the Old South (1949, Repr., 
Chicago: Quadrangle, 1961), 7-10; For a review of the historiographical literature on common southern whites, see 
�6�D�P�X�H�O���&�����+�\�G�H���-�U�������³�3�O�D�L�Q���)�R�O�N���<�H�R�P�D�Q�U�\���L�Q���W�K�H���$�Q�W�H�E�H�O�O�X�P���6�R�X�W�K���´���L�Q��A Companion to the American South, ed. 
John B. Boles (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2004), 139-155. 
43 Tilly, Collective Violence, 132, 7; Kenneth Noe identifies a similar thread of normalcy altered by wartime 
conditions in his study of Confederate bushwhackers in West Virginia, revealing that several bushwhackers were not 
�V�R�F�L�H�W�\�¶�V���G�U�H�J�V���E�X�W���³�R�O�G�H�U���D�Q�G���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�L�H�G���P�H�Q�´���Z�K�R���Z�H�U�H���³�V�W�D�E�O�H���O�D�Q�G�R�Z�Q�H�U�V�´���D�Q�G���W�Kerefore did not fit traditional 
�D�V�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���R�X�W�O�D�Z�V�¶���E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�V�����6�H�H���1�R�H�����³�:�K�R���:�H�U�H���W�K�H���%�X�V�K�Z�K�D�F�N�H�U�V�"���´����-6. 
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�G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶���Q�D�P�H�V���D�O�P�R�V�W���D�O�Z�D�\�V���O�L�V�W�H�G���W�Z�R���R�U���P�R�U�H���P�H�Q���D�W���R�Q�H���W�L�P�H�����R�I�W�H�Q���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���K�D�L�O�H�G���I�U�R�P��

the same county, the same neighborhoods, and served in the same company or regiment 

mustered out of those counties and neighborhoods. The Appendix B chart has been organized 

alphabetically by county to show these connections. Sociologist Peter Bearman finds that 

�³�V�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�W�\���L�Q���K�R�P�R�J�H�Q�R�X�V���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���´���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���³�O�R�F�D�O���F�R�X�Q�W�\���V�R�F�L�H�W�\�´���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���D���³�O�R�F�D�O�L�V�W��

�L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\�´���W�K�D�W���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�G���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���W�R���G�H�V�H�U�W�����+�H���V�K�R�Z�V���W�K�D�W���P�H�Q���Z�K�R���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�G���L�Q��

clusters all came from the same neighborhoods, in communities with spatially-close households. 

�%�H�D�U�P�D�Q���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���W�K�D�W���³�R�O�G���O�R�F�D�O�L�V�P�V�´���W�K�D�W���Z�H�U�H���³�Q�X�U�W�X�U�H�G���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���D�U�P�\�´��

influenced deserters more than their collective identity as soldiers, causing them to pursue ends 

like desertion that were different from expectations of soldiers as dedicated to military cause and 

comrades.44 Although �,���D�U�J�X�H���W�K�D�W���%�H�D�U�P�D�Q�¶�V���F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q�����W�K�D�W���O�R�F�D�O�L�V�P���Z�D�V���V�W�U�R�Q�J�H�U���W�K�D�Q��

Confederate nationalism, is incorrect and beside the point, the importance he places on local 

attachments is illuminating and is reflected in the data on Mississippi deserters, for it underscores 

why their decisions were not necessarily connected to nationalism at all.  

�7�K�H���S�U�H�Y�D�O�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���O�R�F�D�O���D�W�W�D�F�K�P�H�Q�W�V���K�H�O�S�V���L�Q���S�D�U�W���W�R���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�¶���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R��

commit organized collective violence under wartime conditions. These group associations were 

�D�O�U�H�D�G�\���L�Q���S�O�D�F�H�����E�X�W���W�K�H���Z�D�U�¶�V���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���V�H�Y�H�U�H�G���W�K�H�P���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�L�U���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�R�F�L�D�O��

moorings, thereby rendering them vulnerable to thriving in conditions suitable to group activity 

but bereft of the normal constraints that limited the collective propensity towards violent, deviant 

behavior.  

Desertion, however, was not the only conduit through which banditry flourished in Civil 

War Mississippi. Joining partisan ranger units, officially-sanctioned guerillas that the 

                                                 
44 �%�H�D�U�P�D�Q�����³�'�H�V�H�U�W�L�R�Q���D�V���/�R�F�D�O�L�V�P���´���������������������������������0�D�U�U�V���I�L�Q�G�V���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�K�R�R�G���D�Q�G���K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V��
among South Carolina deserters, though, like Bearman, he concludes that local attachments were stronger than 
�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P�����6�H�H���0�D�U�U�V�����³�'�H�V�H�U�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���/�R�\�D�O�W�\���L�Q���6�R�X�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D���´������-1.    
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Confederate government commissioned to operate near their homes and to turn over captured 

weapons and other goods to army quartermasters in exchange for payment, allowed men to 

operate in their home territory while still ostensibly serving the Confederacy. As the Confederate 

army contracted towards Vicksburg in 1863 with the Federals in pursuit, Mississippians flocked 

to these companies, claiming they could better defend their state if free to navigate the back 

roads and swamps and ambush Union soldiers. As army-sanctioned guerillas, partisan rangers 

played a role in the larger guerrilla conflict that wracked the Confederate home front. Quite 

often, however, the independence of partisan service, coupled with conditions in the state, drove 

ranger groups to banditry.45   

Reporting from Grenada, Mississippi, Brigadier General M. Jeff. Thompson recognized 

�K�R�Z���W�K�H���S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���U�D�Q�J�H�U���S�R�O�L�F�\���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H�G���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O�L�W�\�����3�H�U�V�R�Q�V���U�D�L�V�L�Q�J���S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���U�D�Q�J�H�U���F�R�U�S�V���³�G�R��

not understand the true object of the act of Congress or the true material with which success is to 

�E�H���J�D�L�Q�H�G���´���K�H���W�R�O�G���'�D�Y�L�V�����$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q�����(�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H���S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���U�D�Q�J�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���J�X�L�G�H�G���E�\���D��

�S�L�R�Q�H�H�U���V�S�L�U�L�W���W�R���³�E�U�D�Y�H���W�K�H���K�D�U�G�V�K�L�S�V���D�Q�G���G�D�Q�J�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U���W�R���E�H�W�W�H�U���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���´���³�7�K�H��

bravery, endurance, and object of the gold digger, th�H���P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�H�U���D�Q�G���W�K�H���H�[�S�O�R�U�H�U�´���V�K�R�X�O�G��

�P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�H���S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���U�D�Q�J�H�U�V�����K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�Q�R�W���W�K�H���E�U�D�Y�H�U�\���W�K�D�W���G�D�U�H�V���W�K�H���K�D�O�W�H�U���W�R���V�W�H�D�O���D���K�R�U�V�H�����R�U���\�R�X�U��

�N�Q�L�I�H�����W�R���U�R�E���\�R�X�U���S�R�F�N�H�W���´���+�H���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�R�V�H���³�P�R�V�W���D�Q�[�L�R�X�V���W�R���M�R�L�Q�´���U�D�Q�J�H�U���R�X�W�I�L�W�V���³�K�D�Y�H��

been induced to believe that they are to be a band of licensed robbers, and are not the men to care 

�Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���L�W���E�H���I�U�L�H�Q�G���R�U���I�R�H���W�K�H�\���U�R�E���´46 As Thompson recognized, much like the roving deserter 

bands, some partisan rangers operated as organized banditti, and were a direct threat to 

Mississippians on the home front. They chose their targets indiscriminately: whether their 

�Y�L�F�W�L�P�V���K�H�O�G���8�Q�L�R�Q���R�U���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V���G�L�G���Q�R�W���I�D�F�W�R�U���L�Q�W�R���U�D�Q�J�H�U�V�¶���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���W�R���U�R�E���W�K�H�V�H��

                                                 
45 Margaret E. Wagner, Gary W. Gallagher, and Paul Finkelman, eds., The Library of Congress Civil War Desk 
Reference (New York: Simon & Shuster, 2009), 447-449; Sutherland, A Savage Conflict, 209-210. 
46OR, ser. 1, vol. 52, pt 2, p. 325. 
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�S�H�R�S�O�H�����1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H�V���O�L�N�H�Z�L�V�H���K�D�G���O�L�W�W�O�H���E�H�D�U�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���U�D�Q�J�H�U�V�¶���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���W�R���U�R�E����

Banditry, not nationalism, motivated these looters.   

�3�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���X�Q�L�W�V���V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�H�G���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V�¶���W�U�X�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H�P���D�V���K�R�P�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�R�U�V���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R��

�U�R�E���W�K�R�V�H���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V�����%�H�W�W�\���%�H�D�X�P�R�Q�W���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���K�R�Z���J�U�R�X�S�V���R�I���P�H�Q���³�S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�Q�J���W�R���E�H���K�R�P�H��

�J�X�D�U�G�V�´���H�Q�W�H�U�H�G���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V�¶���K�R�P�H�V���R�Q���³�I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U���I�R�R�W�L�Q�J�´���E�\���S�U�R�P�L�V�L�Q�J��the residents protection. 

�(�Q�W�H�U�L�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H�V�¶���G�Z�H�O�O�L�Q�J�V�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���W�K�H�V�H���³�S�U�H�W�H�Q�G���S�D�W�U�L�R�W�V�´���W�R���G�L�V�F�U�H�H�W�O�\��steal 

�M�H�Z�H�O�U�\���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���L�W�H�P�V���³�Z�K�H�Q�H�Y�H�U���D���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�W���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���R�F�F�X�U�U�H�G���´���,�Q���R�Q�H���L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H���D��

�³�J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�´���F�D�P�H���L�Q�W�R���%�H�D�X�P�R�Q�W�¶�V���K�R�X�V�H���D�Q�G���D�V�N�H�G���K�H�U���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G���W�R���V�H�H���R�Q�H���R�I���K�H�U���U�L�Q�J�V���I�R�U���³�F�O�R�V�H��

�L�Q�V�S�H�F�W�L�R�Q���´���$�I�W�H�U���D���O�H�Q�J�W�K�\���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���G�L�V�F�U�H�W�H�O�\���G�H�S�D�U�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���U�L�Q�J����

�%�H�D�X�P�R�Q�W���D�Q�J�U�L�O�\���U�H�P�D�U�N�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�Z�K�L�O�H���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U���H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q�H�U�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���R�X�W�U�D�J�H�V���R�I��

the Federals and condemning �W�K�H���U�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�R�U�V�«�W�K�H�V�H���K�R�P�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�R�U�V���Z�H�U�H��

�F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�O�\���R�Q���W�K�H���D�O�H�U�W���W�R���W�D�N�H���H�Y�H�U�\���D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�\���R�I���H�Q�U�L�F�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���´47 

�+�H�U���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���Z�D�V���W�H�O�O�L�Q�J�����V�K�H���X�V�H�G���W�K�H���S�K�U�D�V�H���³�K�R�P�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�R�U�V�´���L�U�R�Q�L�F�D�O�O�\���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�V�W���W�K�H���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V��

of partisan units who invoked military authority to pilfer, rather than protect, southern homes.       

�2�W�K�H�U���U�H�S�R�U�W�V���H�F�K�R�H�G���%�H�D�X�P�R�Q�W�¶�V���F�O�D�L�P�V���R�I���S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���U�D�Q�J�H�U���G�H�S�U�H�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����,�Q���H�D�U�O�\���������������D��

�+�D�Q�F�R�F�N���&�R�X�Q�W�\���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���W�R���3�H�W�W�X�V���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�U�H�H���W�R���I�R�X�U���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�«���F�R�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�V���D�Q�G��

�G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���´���P�R�V�W���R�I���Z�K�R�P���³�Z�H�U�H���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���>�0�D�M�R�U���$�E�Q�H�U���&���@���6�W�H�H�G�¶�V���3�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���5�D�Q�J�H�U�V���´���K�D�G��

disbanded in the area. Although some fled to Union lines, others emptied into nearby Marion 

�&�R�X�Q�W�\�¶�V���V�Z�D�P�S�V�����I�U�R�P���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H�\���O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G���U�D�L�G�V���L�Q�W�R���+�D�Q�F�R�F�N���&�R�X�Q�W�\���³�L�Q���V�P�D�O�O���S�D�U�W�L�H�V����

�S�L�O�O�D�J�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���S�O�X�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���´���'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�X�P�P�H�U���R�I���������������0�R�Q�U�R�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W��

�0���$�����%�D�Q�N�V���W�R�O�G���&�O�D�U�N���W�K�D�W���Z�K�L�O�H���K�H���G�L�V�O�L�N�H�G���V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���R�I���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���³�L�Q���D�Q�\���R�W�K�H�U���Z�D�\���W�K�D�Q���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U��

�S�U�D�L�V�H���´���W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���V�R�P�H���W�U�R�R�S�V���³�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���X�Q�G�H�U���R�U�G�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���\�R�X�U���(�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�F�\���´���Z�K�R���Z�H�U�H��

�³�S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���E�X�W���D���V�P�D�O�O���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���W�U�X�H���D�Q�G���J�H�Q�W�O�H�P�D�Q�O�\���V�R�O�G�L�H�U���´���$���U�D�Q�J�H�U���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���X�Q�G�H�U���D��
                                                 
47 Beaumont, Twelve Years of my Life, 292-3. 
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�&�D�S�W�D�L�Q���/�L�W�W�O�H���K�D�G���U�D�Q�V�D�F�N�H�G���%�D�Q�N�V�¶���K�R�P�H���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���W�L�P�H�V���D�Q�G���V�W�R�O�H���Z�K�L�V�N�H�\���I�U�R�P���K�L�V���\�R�X�Q�J���V�R�Q����

Claiming the authority to destroy illegal distilleries, the men instead spared only those distilleries 

�Z�K�R�V�H���R�Z�Q�H�U�V���J�D�Y�H���W�K�H���U�D�Q�J�H�U�V���D���V�X�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�W���D�P�R�X�Q�W���R�I���V�S�L�U�L�W�V�����%�D�Q�N�V���L�P�S�O�R�U�H�G���&�O�D�U�N���W�R���³�G�L�V�E�D�Q�G��

�W�K�H�P���D�Q�G���O�H�W���W�K�H�P���J�R���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�U���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���´���D���P�R�Y�H���K�H���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���Z�R�X�O�G���³make the army more 

�H�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�W���´���(�F�K�R�L�Q�J���%�D�Q�N�V�����&�R�O�R�Q�H�O���:�L�O�O�L�D�P���)�D�O�N�Q�H�U���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���U�D�Q�J�H�U���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���Z�K�R���D�G�G�H�G��

�G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���U�D�Q�N�V���D�Q�G���S�O�X�Q�G�H�U�H�G���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V���D�V���D���³�J�U�H�D�W���Q�X�L�V�D�Q�F�H���W�R���W�K�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�´���Z�K�R���³�U�H�I�X�V�H��

�W�R���E�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�H�G���E�\���R�U�G�H�U�V���R�I���D�Q�\���N�L�Q�G���´�����³�7�K�H�V�H���L�Q�G�Hpendent squads are not serving their 

�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�E�X�W���D�U�H���P�D�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U�W�X�Q�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���E�\���W�D�N�L�Q�J���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���I�U�R�P���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�\��

�F�D�O�O���7�R�U�L�H�V���´���7�K�H���E�D�Q�G�V���P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�R���U�R�E���I�U�R�P���³�7�R�U�L�H�V���´���D���F�R�P�P�R�Q���Q�D�P�H���I�R�U���8�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V��

and others who appeared to be disloyal Confederates, but as other witnesses observed, roving 

�J�D�Q�J�V���V�H�O�G�R�P���S�L�O�O�D�J�H�G���D�O�R�Q�J���S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���O�L�Q�H�V�����0�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���O�L�N�H�O�\�����G�H�V�F�U�L�E�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���Y�L�F�W�L�P�V���D�V���³�7�R�U�L�H�V�´��

was a rhetorical strategy employed to give the impression that they operated in Confederate 

service when, in fact, self-interest drove them to plunder.48 

These partisan ranger groups, like roving deserter gangs, pillaged, rather than protected 

the home front. Group loyalties fueled individual self-interests in men who took advantage of 

wartime conditions in a distinctly non-partisan manner. As Falkner recognized, these men were 

�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\���Q�R�W���³�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´���H�Y�H�Q���Z�K�H�Q���L�Q���D�U�P�\���X�Q�L�W�V���R�V�W�H�Q�V�L�E�O�\���I�R�U�P�H�G���W�R���G�R���V�R�����7�K�H��

�+�D�Q�F�R�F�N���&�R�X�Q�W�\���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V�¶���R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���6�W�H�H�G�¶�V���3�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���5�D�Q�J�H�U�V���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���P�D�Q�\���G�H�Verters 

reveals an overlap between the two groups, suggesting that ranger service allowed deserters to 

continue their looting of the home front under the veneer of military service, while still avoiding 

�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�U���D�U�P�\�����&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V�¶��inability to stop such behavior attests to the 

�V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O���Z�H�D�N�Q�H�V�V�H�V���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���Y�L�D���D�U�P�\���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�� 

                                                 
48 Howard W. Wilkinson to John J. Pettus, January 1, 1863, Pettus Correspondence, roll 2812; M.A. Banks to 
Charles Clark, June 15, 1864, Clark Correspondence, box 949; W.C. Falkner to John J. Pettus, March 13, 1863, 
Pettus Correspondence, roll 1446, vol. 51; Davis, Look Away!, 259-263. 
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Although the Civil War in Mississippi offered deserters and detached military companies 

the opportunity to plunder, not all soldiers resorted to opportunistic collective violence. Some, 

through desertion, shirking, absenteeism, and transfer requests revealed the other ways in which 

multiple loyalties carried on into the war and continued to motivate individuals. By negotiating 

their loyalty layers amidst expectations from Confederate partisans that they demonstrate a total 

protective nationalist devotion to the southern war effort, white Mississippians sometimes used 

the military as a conduit through which they expressed loyalties other than nationalism.  

Not all deserters, for example, turned to pillaging. Thomas Harris joined Louisiana and 

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V�����J�R�W���W�K�H���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�¶�V���E�R�X�Q�W�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�G�����³�D�W�W�D�F�K�L�Q�J���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���W�R���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U��

�U�H�J�L�P�H�Q�W�����D�J�D�L�Q���V�H�F�X�U�L�Q�J���E�R�X�Q�W�\���´ �+�D�U�U�L�V���K�D�G���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�W�O�\���³�S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�G���W�K�L�V���W�U�L�F�N���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���W�L�P�H�V�´���E�H�I�R�U�H��

getting caught and executed by firing squad. Harris used military service as an opportunity for 

self-enrichment, though at an obviously high cost. Four self-proclaimed Mississippi Union men 

�I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���F�R�X�Q�W�L�H�V�����Z�K�R���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���Z�H�O�O-known Unionist John Aughey, 

ended up in the Tupelo prison for refusing to swear the Confederate oath and enlist. After being 

tried by court-marshal and condemned to death, they finally took the oath and enlisted in order to 

�³�G�H�V�H�U�W���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���I�D�Y�R�U�D�E�O�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���H�V�F�D�S�H���W�R���W�K�H���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���O�L�Q�H�V���´���2�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�H�Q�����0�R�Q�U�R�H��

County farmer Delevan Morgan, deserted from the 1st Mississippi Infantry and, along with the 

others, reached Union lines at Memphis.49 For these men, Union allegiances ironically drove 

them to enlist in the Confederate army. Their circumstances underscore the need for caution 

when considering army service as evidence of Confederate loyalty.  

                                                 
49 �³�6�K�R�R�W�L�Q�J���D���'�H�V�H�U�W�H�U���´��Weekly Courier (Natchez, MS), May 14, 1862; 1860 U.S. Census, Monroe County,  
Mississippi, Delevan H. Morgan and  U.S. Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles, digital images, Ancestry.com 
(http://www.ancestry.com/: accessed September 18, 2010); John H. Aughey, Tupelo (Lincoln, Nebraska: State 
Journal Company, 1888), 289-294, quote on 289.       
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Soldiers, however, could cause trouble even when they did not formally desert. 

Confederate observers thought that shirking and absenteeism, problems in large part facilitated 

�E�\���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�¶���F�O�R�V�H���S�U�R�[�L�P�L�W�\���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���K�R�P�H�V�����Z�H�U�H���G�H�W�U�L�P�H�Q�W�D�O���W�R���W�K�H���Z�D�U���H�I�I�R�U�W�����,�Q���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U��

1862, Colonel James George, commanding state troops at Grenada, warned Pettus that 

�³�G�H�V�H�U�W�L�R�Q�V�����R�U���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���K�R�P�H���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���O�H�D�Y�H���D�U�H���R�I���D�O�P�R�V�W���G�D�L�O�\���R�F�F�X�U�U�H�Q�F�H���´���7�K�D�W���V�D�P�H���P�R�Q�W�K����

�&�R�O�R�Q�H�O���5�L�F�K�D�U�G���+�D�U�U�L�V�R�Q���L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���3�H�W�W�X�V���W�K�D�W���³�L�W���L�V���D���I�D�F�W�����Z�H�O�O���N�Q�R�Z�Q���L�Q���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���&�L�U�F�O�H�V�����W�K�D�W��

at least one half the fighting strength of that portion of the Army under Gen. Pemberton, 

�F�R�P�S�R�V�H�G���R�I���W�U�R�R�S�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�L�V���6�W�D�W�H�����L�V���Q�R�Z�����D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���I�R�U���P�R�Q�W�K�V�����D�W���K�R�P�H���´���+�D�U�U�L�V�R�Q���X�U�J�H�G��

the state legislature to delegate county sheriffs with the power to arrest absentees and return them 

�W�R���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�V�����³�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J���L�V���Z�D�Q�W�L�Q�J���W�R���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q���W�K�L�V���F�R�U�S�V�����W�R���G�R�X�E�O�H���L�W�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���I�R�U�F�H���E�X�W��

�W�R���J�H�W���W�K�H�V�H���V�W�U�D�J�J�O�H�U�V���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���U�D�Q�N�V���´���+�D�U�U�L�V�R�Q���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�����³�L�W���L�V���Q�R�W���W�R�R���O�D�W�H���W�R���V�D�Y�H���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´��

Similar statements came from a Copiah C�R�X�Q�W�\���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q���Z�K�R�V�H���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�K�R�R�G���Z�D�V���I�X�O�O���R�I���³�V�H�Y�H�U�D�O��

�V�W�U�D�J�J�O�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���D�U�P�\���W�K�D�W���R�X�J�K�W���W�R���E�H���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���´���0�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���P�H�Q���Z�H�U�H���R�Q��

expired furloughs or had not returned to service after being hospitalized after the Battle of 

Corinth. Li�N�H���+�D�U�U�L�V�R�Q�����W�K�L�V���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U���L�P�S�O�R�U�H�G���3�H�W�W�X�V���W�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�K�L�V���³�H�Y�L�O�´���Z�K�L�F�K���U�R�E�E�H�G���W�K�H��

�D�U�P�\���R�I���S�U�H�F�L�R�X�V���P�D�Q�S�R�Z�H�U�����³�7�K�H���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�W���U�H�P�D�L�Q���L�Q���W�K�L�V���V�W�D�W�H���	���W�K�H���O�R�Q�J�H�U���W�K�H�\���V�W�D�\���W�K�H���P�R�U�H��

�W�K�H���D�U�P�\���E�H�F�R�P�H�V���G�H�P�R�U�D�O�L�]�H�G���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H��50 According to these Confederates, sol�G�L�H�U�V�¶��

proximity to their homes tempted them to neglect their duty to country. Such sentiments 

reflected their recognition that home and nation were separate sectors, and that national service 

�V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���P�H�Q�¶�V���W�R�S���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�\�� 

                                                 
50 J.Z. George to John J. Pettus, December 27, 1862; Richard Harrison to John J. Pettus, December 19, 1862; E.R. 
Brown to John J. Pettus, November 11, 1862, all in Pettus Correspondence, roll 2812.  
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Confederate officials ran into similar problems with Mississippians who served in 

partisan ranger units, state troops, and militia units.51 Many Confederate officers believed men 

who joined these organizations were at least objectively, if not subjectively, harmful to the 

Confederate cause because they joined these close-to-home outfits in order to avoid serving in 

the regular army. Colonel Isham Harris believed as much, telling Davis that parties in north 

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�H���:�D�U���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���W�R���U�D�L�V�H���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�V�����E�X�W���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���³�U�Dise little 

�V�T�X�D�G�V�����U�H�S�R�U�W���W�R���Q�R���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�����G�R���Q�R���J�R�R�G�����\�H�W���N�H�H�S���W�K�H���P�H�Q���W�K�H�\���F�O�D�L�P���R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�U���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���´��

�*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���-�R�V�H�S�K���-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q���V�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\���W�R�O�G���'�D�Y�L�V���W�K�D�W���³�P�D�Q�\���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���L�Q���*�H�R�U�J�L�D�����$�O�D�E�D�P�D�����D�Q�G��

Mississippi are recruiting for cavalry, ostensibly under a�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���:�D�U���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���´���E�X�W��

�P�D�Q�\���³�Q�H�Y�H�U���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V�����K�D�Y�L�Q�J���Q�R���R�W�K�H�U���R�E�M�H�F�W���W�K�D�Q���W�R���N�H�H�S���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���D��

�I�H�Z���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���R�X�W���R�I���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���´���-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q���Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�V�H���J�U�R�X�S�V���G�H�S�O�H�W�H�G���W�K�H���U�D�Q�N�V���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�U��

�D�U�P�\���³�E�\���N�H�H�S�L�Q�J���P�H�Q���I�U�R�P���H�Q�W�H�U�L�Q�J���L�W�����H�Q�W�L�F�L�Q�J���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���W�R���G�H�V�H�U�W�����D�Q�G���K�D�U�E�R�U�L�Q�J���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V���´52 

Military officers recognized that men who enlisted in these outfits often did so to remain at home 

while ostensibly serving the nation.  

In southwest Mississippi, men organized state commands near Union-occupied areas. 

�5�H�V�S�R�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���:�D�U���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���V�D�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���X�Q�L�W�V on the grounds that there was 

�³�Q�R���R�W�K�H�U���Z�D�\���R�I���V�H�F�X�U�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���W�K�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���P�H�Q���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\�¶�V���O�L�Q�H�V���´��

Colonel Andrew Kellar complained that thes�H���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���Z�H�U�H���R�I�W�H�Q���³�D���U�H�I�X�J�H���W�R���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�U�V�´���D�Q�G��

�W�K�X�V���D���P�D�M�R�U���L�U�U�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���U�H�J�X�O�D�U���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���D�Q�G���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V�����³�,���N�Q�R�Z���Q�R�W���D���V�L�Q�J�O�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�L�V��

�N�L�Q�G���Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���U�H�O�L�D�E�O�H���R�U���Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���D�W�W�D�F�K�H�G���W�R���U�H�J�X�O�D�U���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H���W�R���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���%�U�D�[�W�R�Q��

�%�U�D�J�J�����³�,�V���W�K�H�U�H���Q�R���Z�D�\���W�R���V�H�F�X�U�H���W�K�H�L�U���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���W�R���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���X�Q�G�H�U���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\�"�´��

�:�K�H�Q���F�R�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�G���H�Q�W�K�X�V�L�D�V�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���W�R���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U���&�O�D�U�N�¶�V���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U�������������F�D�O�O���I�R�U���V�L�[-

                                                 
51 Smith, Mississippi in the Civil War, 59-62. 
52 OR, ser. 1, vol. 32, pt. 2, pgs. 602, 604. 
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�P�R�Q�W�K���V�W�D�W�H���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V�����*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���:���/�����%�U�D�Q�G�R�Q���Z�D�U�Q�H�G���'�D�Y�L�V���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�L�V���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�Lll 

undoubtedly be a weak one, for the reason that the men who were rushing into it were those who 

�K�D�G���V�N�X�O�N�H�G���W�K�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���Z�D�U���´���D�Q�G���X�V�H�G���V�W�D�W�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���W�R���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�Q�J��

shirking duty.53 Many Mississippians joined state units to fulfill �W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V��

demands that they fight for the nation, but doing so allowed them to remain at home, which they 

viewed as distinct from the nation and the regular army that served it. 

In January 1864, Brigadier General James A. Chalmers reiterated this point, telling Clark 

that he would no longer accept conscripts in state companies. He acknowledged that there were 

�³�V�R�P�H���J�R�R�G���P�H�Q���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H�V�H���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���´���E�X�W���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W���P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���D�U�H���V�L�P�S�O�\��

seeking some hiding place from conscription, and never will do any service as cavalry, or while 

�W�K�H�\���U�H�P�D�L�Q���V�R���F�O�R�V�H���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���K�R�P�H�V���´���&�K�D�O�P�H�U�V���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���E�H�V�W���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H��

�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���F�R�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�H�G���D�Q�G���S�X�W���L�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�I�D�Q�W�U�\���´���$���\�H�D�U���H�D�U�O�L�H�U�����&�R�O�R�Q�H�O���-�D�P�H�V��

Drane made �D���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���S�R�L�Q�W�����³�,���I�L�Q�G���P�D�Q�\���D�E�O�H���E�R�G�L�H�G���P�H�Q���O�R�L�W�H�U�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���S�U�H�W�H�Q�V�H���R�I��

�U�D�L�V�L�Q�J���&�D�Y�D�O�U�\���&�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���´���K�H���W�R�O�G���3�H�W�W�X�V�����³�W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���������G�R�]�H�Q���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�H�G���W�R���E�H���U�D�L�V�H�G��

where one exceeds and the conscript law is evaded by young men attaching themselves to these 

half formed and never to be finished Companies���´���)�X�U�W�K�H�U�P�R�U�H�����'�U�D�Q�H���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��

�H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���G�L�G���Q�R�W���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���Z�D�U���H�I�I�R�U�W�����³�7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���Q�R�Z���L�Q���W�K�L�V��

county several hundred able bodied men subject to conscript�L�R�Q���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�R�X�U���F�D�Y�D�O�U�\���L�V���O�H�V�V��

ifficient [sic] for the very reason that men go into it to evade hard service and danger and half 

�W�K�H�L�U���W�L�P�H���D�U�H���D�W���K�R�P�H���´54  

While generally stopping short of calling them disloyal, Confederate military authorities 

viewed shirkers as neglecting their duties to the national war effort, and identified the source of 

                                                 
53 OR, ser. 2, vol. 39, pt. 1, pgs. 728-729; ser. 4, vol. 3, pgs. 823-824. 
54 Ibid, ser. 4, vol. 3, pgs. 8-9; James Drane to John J. Pettus, August 21, 1863, Pettus Correspondence, roll 133, vol. 
50.  
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�W�K�L�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���D�V���W�K�H���P�H�Q�¶�V���S�U�R�[�L�P�L�W�\���W�R���K�R�P�H�����,�Q���W�K�L�V���Z�D�\�����D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�R�P�H���D�Q�G��

nation were distinct units and that shirkers cared more about staying at the former than serving 

the latter. This may have been the case with conscripts in particular. Kenneth Noe finds that 

later-enlisting Confederates, many of whom were conscripts, were less ideologically motivated 

by nationalism than 1861 volunteers, but proved effective soldiers once they did enter the 

service.55 Although this point may seem contradictory, many Mississippians who evaded regular 

military service did not do so out of disloyalty to the Confederacy, rather, they voiced concerns 

unrelated to nationalism. Local allegiances that pre-dated the war motivated them to seek service 

in home units or to request discharge from the army, but they couched these requests in 

nationalist language in order to sway Confederate authorities who demanded unflinching 

devotion to the war effort. 

�6�W�H�S�K�D�Q�L�H���0�F�&�X�U�U�\���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�V���D���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�L�V���U�K�H�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\�����Z�K�L�F�K���V�K�H���F�D�O�O�V���³�D��

�F�L�U�F�X�O�D�W�L�Q�J���F�X�U�U�H�Q�F�\���L�Q���D���Q�H�Z���G�L�V�F�X�U�V�L�Y�H���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���´���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���P�H�Q���Z�L�V�K�L�Q�J���W�R���J�X�D�U�G���V�O�D�Y�H�V���D�Q�G��

other personal property often masked their �L�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V���E�\���Y�R�L�F�L�Q�J���D���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�¶��

wives.56 This rhetoric allowed citizens to negotiate what the state expected from them in terms of 

�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�D�F�U�L�I�L�F�H�����D�Q�G���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V���X�V�H�G���L�W���W�R���E�D�O�D�Q�F�H���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���Q�H�Z���Z�D�U�W�L�P�H���G�H�P�D�Q�G�V���Z�L�W�K��

pre-war attachments that continued to influence their behavior. The state wanted Mississippians 

to subordinate all other loyalties to nationalism as a means of achieving Confederate 

independence. Thus, those citizens who petitioned the state to be relieved from military service 

in order to address local allegiances had to couch their claims in nationalist rhetoric. They 

�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���S�D�L�G���O�L�S���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���W�R���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���G�H�P�D�Q�G�V���I�R�U���W�R�W�D�O���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���G�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q�����R�I�W�H�Q���E�\���F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J��

that they could better serve the nation at home than in the army. This is not to say that they 

                                                 
55 Kenneth W. Noe, Reluctant Rebels: The Confederates who Joined the Army after 1861 (Chapel Hill: University of 
North Carolina Press, 2010), 9-10, 208. 
56 McCurry, Confederate Reckoning, 138-140. Quote on 139. 
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simply lied about their desire to defend the national interest. Instead, they used national sacrifice 

as a medium of rhetorical exchange. Whether or not and to what extent they prioritized 

nationalism over other loyalties is impossible to deduct. Rather than providing evidence of weak 

or strong Confederate nationalism, this nationalist rhetoric shows how Mississippians 

accommodated multiple loyalties, and how they dissociated home from nation. This rhetoric also 

reveals the limited powers of the Confederate state: although it could make Mississippians use 

the language of loyalty, it could not make them act totally loyal, at least in accordance with 

protective nationalism. The use of nationalism as rhetorical exchange revealed the perception of 

state power, rather than state power itself.  

Early on in the war, some Mississippians distinguished home from nation. In May 1861, 

a group of Yalobusha County men stated their willingness to form a military company provided 

th�H�\���F�R�X�O�G���U�H�P�D�L�Q���D�W���K�R�P�H�����F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W�����³�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���V�H�U�L�R�X�V���G�H�W�U�L�P�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H�L�U��

�S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���D�I�I�D�L�U�V�����O�H�D�Y�H���K�R�P�H���´���7�K�H�\���D�O�V�R���T�X�D�O�L�I�L�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���³�Z�L�O�O���Q�R�W���E�H���F�R�P�S�R�V�H�G���R�I��

those who are desirous of skulking from their public duty, but who have private, and local duty, 

�Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���X�Q�Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�R���I�R�U�H�J�R�����X�Q�O�H�V�V���S�X�E�O�L�F���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���L�W���´���6�D�Y�H���W�K�H���P�D�M�R�U���F�D�Y�H�D�W���R�I��

�U�H�P�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���K�R�P�H�E�R�X�Q�G�����W�K�H���P�H�Q���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���R�W�K�H�U�Z�L�V�H���³�H�Q�W�L�U�H�O�\���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J�´���W�R���V�H�U�Y�H��

where needed. A year later, D.J. Jernigan of Panola County wanted to raise a partisan ranger 

�F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���W�R���R�S�H�U�D�W�H���R�Q���K�L�V���K�R�P�H���W�X�U�I�����³�,���W�K�L�Q�N���,���F�D�Q���E�H���R�I���P�R�U�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���W�R���P�\���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���L�Q���W�K�H��

�F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���R�I���D���3�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���5�D�Q�J�H�U���W�K�D�Q���D�Q�\���R�W�K�H�U���´���K�H���V�W�D�W�H�G�����F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���K�H���Z�R�X�O�G���I�L�J�K�W���I�R�U���X�S���W�R��

three years if all�R�Z�H�G���³�W�R���U�H�W�X�U�Q���K�R�P�H���D�W���V�X�F�K���W�L�P�H�V���D�V���Z�H���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���R�I���Q�R���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���W�R���W�K�H��

�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���´ �7�K�H���<�D�O�R�E�X�V�K�D���P�H�Q���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�G���³�S�U�L�Y�D�W�H�´���I�U�R�P���³�S�X�E�O�L�F�´���G�X�W�L�H�V�����H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�L�Q�J���K�R�Z��

local attachments were distinct from national issues. Nonetheless, they vowed to serve the 

�³�S�X�E�O�L�F���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\�´���L�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���K�R�Q�R�U�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���G�X�W�L�H�V�����-�H�U�Q�L�J�D�Q���Z�D�V���D���I�D�U�P�H�U���Z�K�R���R�Z�Q�H�G��
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$5,000 in real estate and $30,000 in personal property.57 He therefore had concrete material 

reasons for wanting to stay home. Nevertheless, Jernigan used a rhetorical strategy that became 

�F�R�P�P�R�Q���D�P�R�Q�J���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V���V�H�H�N�L�Q�J���H�[�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���G�H�I�H�U�U�D�O�V���E�\���F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���K�H���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���³�P�R�U�H��

�R�I���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���W�R���P�\���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�´���D�W���K�R�P�H���� 

Implicit in �-�H�U�Q�L�J�D�Q�¶�V���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���Z�D�V���W�K�D�W���K�R�P�H���D�Q�G���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�H�U�H���Q�R�W���R�Q�H-in-the-same, a 

sentiment echoed by other Mississippians. C.W. Shiel of Lafayette County wanted transferred 

from the 18th Mississippi Regiment, stationed at Fredericksburg, Virginia, to work at his �I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V��

grist and saw mill in Oxford, Mississippi, which the Confederate government had pressed into its 

service. He claimed to the Secretary of War that since his elderly father-in-law was too old and 

�L�Q�I�L�U�P���W�R���Z�R�U�N���W�K�H���P�L�O�O�����³�L�W���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���W�R���P�\���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���D�Q�G���D�O�V�R���W�R���W�K�D�W���R�I���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���W�R���K�D�Y�H��

one [an engineer] there - �P�R�U�H�R�Y�H�U���,���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���Z�L�W�K���P�\���I�D�P�L�O�\���´���/�L�N�H���6�K�L�H�O�����'�U�����-���0�����*�U�H�H�Q�H���R�I��

the 17th Mississippi Regiment wanted transferred back to his home in Chickasaw County to look 

after his widowed mothe�U�����Z�K�R���O�L�Y�H�G���Q�H�D�U���D�Q���D�U�P�\���K�R�V�S�L�W�D�O�����³�,�I���,���K�D�G���D���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���W�K�H�U�H�«�V�K�H���F�R�X�O�G��

�O�L�Y�H���Z�L�W�K���P�H���´���*�U�H�H�Q�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����D�G�G�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�,���D�P���I�X�O�O�\���D�Z�D�U�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���L�V���Q�R���W�L�P�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���R�E�W�U�X�V�L�R�Q��

of individual hopes or the gratification of individual wishes. I am not unmindful of what we owe 

�R�X�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´���³�%�X�W���´���K�H���T�X�D�O�L�I�L�H�G�����³�L�I���W�K�D�W���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���F�D�Q���E�H���P�D�G�H���F�R�P�S�D�W�L�E�O�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���G�L�V�F�K�D�U�J�H���R�I��

�V�D�F�U�H�G���R�E�O�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���R�X�U���D�J�H�G���S�D�U�H�Q�W�����L�V���L�W���X�Q�U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�H���W�K�D�W���,���V�K�R�X�O�G���Z�L�V�K���W�R���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H���W�K�H���W�Z�R�"�´��

�*�U�H�H�Q�H�¶�V���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R���³�D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�´���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���W�R���K�L�V���Pother with loyalty to the state reveals how multiple 

allegiances shaped his wartime decision-making. He looked for common ground from which he 

could serve home and nation, different spheres that normally required separate duties. Shiel 

similarly looked for �D���Z�D�\���W�R���³�E�H���Z�L�W�K���P�\���I�D�P�L�O�\�´���Z�K�L�O�H���D�O�V�R���V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�D�X�V�H���W�K�D�W��

                                                 
57 P. Randolph to Leroy Pope Walker, May 13, 1861, Roll 2, LRCSW; D.J. Jernigan to George W. Randolph, June 
28, 1862, roll 55, Ibid; 1860 U.S. Census, Panola County, Mississippi, D.J. Jernigan, digital image, Ancestry.com 
(http://www.ancestry.com/: accessed June 20, 2011).     



   

 211 

otherwise interfered with home attachments. Thus, both Shiel and Greene used nationalist 

language to defend local concerns.58 

Such distinctions are important because they point to a broader trend among 

Mississippians who sought military exemptions. In the primary source material, they did not say 

that home equaled the nation, and their attempts to convince the state that by going home they 

were not shirking national duty reveals that Confederate authorities agreed with them that the 

two spheres were distinct. As in the cases of oath-swearing and the contraband trade, 

Mississippians who wished to act on multiple loyalties had to convince Confederate authorities 

operating under protective nationalist ideals that their behavior either did not conflict with their 

national loyalty, or that it actually served the Confederate cause.   

The 5th Regiment, Mississippi State Troops tried to make this case when they requested 

�³�D���U�H�O�H�D�V�H���I�U�R�P���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���L�Q�G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�H�O�\���´ �F�L�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���D�U�P�\�¶�V���³�E�U�R�R�G�L�Q�J���G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�´���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H��

�D�V���W�K�H���U�H�D�V�R�Q���W�K�H�\���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���³�U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G�«�W�R���R�X�U���K�R�P�H�V�´���W�R���Karvest crops. They assured Pettus that 

�W�K�H�L�U���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���³�F�R�X�O�G���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���H�Q�G�D�Q�J�H�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���+�R�O�\���&�D�X�V�H���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�H���D�U�H���H�Q�J�D�J�H�G���E�H��

�U�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���´���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���³�R�X�U���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���D�W���K�R�P�H�«�Z�R�X�O�G�«�E�H���R�I���I�D�U���J�U�H�D�W�H�U���D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H�«�W�R���R�X�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\��

�W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���G�X�W�\���Z�H���Q�R�Z���S�H�U�I�R�U�P���´���0�L�V�Vissippians fighting out of state made similar points. Joseph 

Jayne, serving in the 48th �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���U�H�J�L�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���/�H�H�¶�V���D�U�P�\�����D�V�N�H�G���'�D�Y�L�V���I�R�U���D���O�H�D�Y�H���R�I���D�E�V�H�Q�F�H��

or an assignment near his Washington County, Mississippi home in order to look after family 

and f�L�Q�D�Q�F�H�V�����³�,���K�D�Y�H���K�D�]�D�U�G�H�G���D�O�O�«�D�Q�G���D�P���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�R���O�R�V�H���D�O�O���L�I���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�E�X�W���,���V�H�H��

�Q�R���L�P�P�L�Q�H�Q�W���G�D�Q�J�H�U���L�P�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�Y�H�U���W�K�L�V���D�U�P�\���´���'�D�Y�L�V���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�D�W���-�D�\�Q�H�����E�H�L�Q�J���³�H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�O�\��

�D�Q�G���I�D�Y�R�U�D�E�O�\���N�Q�R�Z�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q���Z�K�H�U�H���K�H���U�H�V�L�G�H�V���´���P�L�J�K�W���K�H�O�S���F�R�Q�V�F�U�L�St men into the regular 

�D�U�P�\�����³�)�H�Z���P�H�Q���Z�R�X�O�G���P�R�U�H���D�W�W�U�D�F�W���U�H�F�U�X�L�W�V���D�Q�G���,���I�H�D�U���X�Q�O�H�V�V���V�R�P�H���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H���L�V���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���W�R���E�H�D�U����

                                                 
58 C.W. Shiel to James A. Seddon, December 3, 1862, roll 73, LRCSW; J.M. Greene to George W. Randolph, July 
14, 1862, roll 48, Ibid.  
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�W�K�D�W���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���F�R�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�V���Z�L�O�O���M�R�L�Q���D�O�P�R�V�W���H�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�O�\���W�K�H���&�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���Q�H�D�U���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���K�R�P�H�V���´��

Davis told Lee.59 �'�D�Y�L�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���-�D�\�Q�H�¶�V transfer not because he believed that Jayne could 

better defend the nation back in Mississippi, rather, he ironically thought that Jayne could 

conscript men into the national army who, like him, preferred to stay at home.  

In February 1864, Isaac Jordan of the 40th Mississippi Infantry asked Secretary Seddon 

for a transfer from Mobile back to his home in Leake County, Mississippi, claiming that the 

�)�H�G�H�U�D�O�V���Z�H�U�H���³�O�D�\�L�Q�J���G�H�Y�D�V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�´���W�R���³�P�\���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´���,�I���W�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U�U�H�G���W�R���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�����-�R�U�G�R�Q���L�Q�V�L�V�W�H�G��

that he co�X�O�G���³�U�H�Q�G�H�U���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���P�R�U�H���G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�Y�H���W�R���W�K�H���&�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\���L�Q���W�K�D�W���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H��

�R�Q�H���,���Q�R�Z���K�R�O�G�����D�Q�G���>�E�H�@���H�T�X�D�O�O�\���E�H�Q�H�I�L�F�L�D�O���W�R���W�K�H���&�D�X�V�H���R�I���P�\���R�Z�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´���:�K�L�O�H���-�R�U�G�D�Q��

�W�D�U�J�H�W�H�G���W�K�H���³�&�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\���´���L�Q���K�L�V���O�H�W�W�H�U�����K�H���D�O�V�R���O�L�N�H�O�\���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R���S�Uotect his large family 

whose $1,500 in real-�H�V�W�D�W�H���D�Q�G�����������������L�Q���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���V�W�R�R�G���L�Q���W�K�H���)�H�G�H�U�D�O�V�¶���S�D�W�K�����$���P�R�Q�W�K���H�D�U�O�L�H�U����

officers of the 12th Mississippi Regiment, who hailed from the Mississippi Delta counties, asked 

Governor Clark to be transferred to tha�W���U�H�J�L�R�Q���³�,�Q���O�L�H�X���R�I���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�R�V�H���&�R�X�Q�W�L�H�V���D�U�H���Q�R�Z��

�V�X�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���G�H�S�U�H�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\�«�Z�H���W�K�L�Q�N���Z�H���F�R�X�O�G���U�H�Q�G�H�U���H�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�W���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���W�R���W�K�H��

�6�W�D�W�H���L�I���Z�H���Z�H�U�H���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�W�H�G���L�Q�W�R���D���&�D�Y�D�O�U�\���5�H�J�L�P�H�Q�W���´���W�K�H�\���Z�U�R�W�H�����7�Z�R���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���P�H�Q�����5�R�E�H�U�W��

Patterson and J. Lewis Vaughan, lived and owned property in Lawrence and Claiborne Counties 

respectively, which by 1864 Union troops could easily raid via the Big Black and Pearl Rivers.60 

�7�K�H�L�U���F�O�D�L�P�V���R�I���E�H�L�Q�J���D�E�O�H���W�R���U�H�Q�G�H�U���³�H�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�W���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���W�R���W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H�´���G�U�D�S�H�G���Z�R�U�Uies about their 

�S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�¶�V���V�D�I�H�W�\���L�Q���S�D�W�U�L�R�W�L�F���U�K�H�W�R�U�L�F�����-�R�U�G�D�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H������th Regiment officers claimed that in their 

                                                 
59 Petition by 5th Regiment, 4th Brigade, State Troops to John J. Pettus, February 21, 1863, Pettus Correspondence, 
roll 1446; Joseph M. Jayne to Jefferson Davis, August 7, 1863, Jefferson Davis to Robert E. Lee, August 13, 1863, 
In Lynda Laswell Crist, Peggy L. Dillard, Kenneth H. Williams, eds., The Papers of Jefferson Davis, Vol. 9, 
January-September, 1863 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1997), 342. 
60 I.H.C. Jordan to James A. Seddon, February 15, 1864, roll 131, LRCSW; Officers of 12th Mississippi Infantry to 
Charles Clark, January 31, 1864, roll 129, Ibid; 1860 U.S. Census, Leake and Lawrence County, Mississippi, Isaac 
H.C. Jordan, Robert Patterson and J. Lewis Vaughan, and U.S. Civil War Soldiers Records and Profiles, digital 
images, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com/: accessed January 10, 2010); Smith, Mississippi in the Civil War, 
78-79. 
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cases, national and local interests coincided. That the interests of home and nation could 

occasionally coincide, however, was not the same thing as them being synonymous with each 

other. Indeed, Jordan and the officers never claimed as much. Instead, they demonstrated how 

national allegiance always existed in tandem with other loyalties. In claiming that they could 

serve the nation better at home, they tried to harmonize what they and Confederate authorities 

considered to be otherwise separate sectors.   

Mississippi civilians, just like soldiers, used national sacrifice as a form of rhetorical 

exchange in their appeals to Confederate authorities to release men from military duty in the 

name of local interests. In October 1862, a group of Panola County citizens petitioned the 

Secretary of War for the release of Dr. James Leach from the 1st �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���&�D�Y�D�O�U�\�����³�R�X�U���R�Q�O�\��

�F�K�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U���D���S�K�\�V�L�F�L�D�Q���´ �Z�K�R�V�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���Z�H�U�H���³�Y�H�U�\���P�X�F�K���Q�H�H�G�H�G���K�H�U�H���´���7�K�H�\���H�Q�G�H�G���W�K�H���S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q��

�Z�L�W�K���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W�L�F���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�����³�,�Q���W�K�H���G�L�Q���R�I���S�D�V�V�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���Z�H���Z�R�X�O�G���D�U�U�H�V�W���\�R�X�U���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���D�V�N��

your sympathies for the suffering families of those who are sacrificing their lives upon their 

�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V���D�O�W�H�U���´���W�K�H�\���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�����:�R�P�H�Q���L�Q���1�H�V�K�R�E�D���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����Z�K�R���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�R���E�H���V�X�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P��

�³�V�L�F�N�Q�H�V�V���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���O�H�D�V�W���K�R�S�H���R�I���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���D���S�K�\�V�L�F�L�D�Q���R�U���H�Y�H�Q���D���G�R�V�H���R�I���P�H�G�L�F�L�Q�H���´���X�V�H�G���V�L�P�L�O�D�U��

�O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���W�R���D�S�S�H�D�O���I�R�U���'�U�����-�D�P�H�V���$�E�H�U�F�U�R�P�E�L�H�¶�V���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�����7�K�Hy assured Randolph that 

�$�E�H�U�F�U�R�P�E�L�H���Z�R�X�O�G���³�D�W�W�H�Q�G���W�R���K�L�V���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���J�R�R�G���R�I���K�L�V���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�V���´���D�Q�G���³�S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���J�U�D�W�L�V��

�I�R�U���W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�\�V���>�V�L�F�@���R�I���S�R�R�U���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���Q�R�W���D�E�O�H���W�R���S�D�\���´���&�D�U�U�R�O�O���&�R�X�Q�W�\���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���Z�K�R��

wanted Dr. L.N. Ely spared from conscri�S�W�L�R�Q���W�R�O�G���W�K�H���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���W�K�D�W���(�O�\���Z�D�V���³�W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���3�K�\�V�L�F�L�D�Q��

in a densely pop �± �D�U�H�D�«�D�Q�G���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���R�Q�H���W�R���Z�K�R�P���W�K�H���S�R�R�U���	���Q�H�H�G�\���F�D�Q���D�S�S�O�\���I�R�U���P�H�G�L�F�D�O���D�L�G���´ 



   

 214 

�7�K�H�\���D�O�V�R���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�G���S�D�W�U�L�R�W�L�F���U�K�H�W�R�U�L�F�����D�V�V�H�U�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���(�O�\���Z�D�V���³�F�D�S�D�E�O�H���R�I���G�R�L�Q�J���P�X�F�K���P�R�U�H���J�R�R�G��

in this p�U�H�V�H�Q�W���V�S�K�H�U�H���W�K�D�Q���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���W�K�H���D�F�W�L�Y�H���G�X�W�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�R�O�G�L�H�U���´61 

These petitioners chose their language carefully, claiming that doctors could better aid 

�W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���R�I���³�S�R�R�U���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���´���Z�K�R���G�H�I�H�Q�G�H�G���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����³�L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���V�S�K�H�U�H���´���W�K�H���K�R�P�H��

front, rather than in the army. Whether or not these petitioners believed that doctors could serve 

the nation better at home is unclear, but trying to ascertain the veracity of such statements misses 

their broader significance. These petitioners distinguished the home sphere from the national 

one, but used nationalistic language as a medium through which to accommodate local and 

national loyalties in their negotiations with a state that made nationalism paramount.  

In addition to physicians, Mississippi civilians requested the discharge of other skilled 

tradesmen such as blacksmiths, teachers, overseers, shoemakers, and tanners. All of these men 

could be exempted following an October 11, 1862 amendment to the original Exemption Act 

passed in April of that year, though physicians had to have been practicing for more than five 

years.62 Civilians took advantage of the Exemption Act to bring men back to their neighborhoods 

that provided what they deemed essential services while asserting that those men could serve 

their country better at home. Historians have debated over whether military exemption helped or 

hindered the Confederate war effort.63 I am less concerned with taking sides in that debate than I 

am with identifying what the language citizens used to justify exemption reveals about the 

                                                 
61 Panola County Citizens to George W. Randolph, October 9, 1862, roll 47, LRCSW; Neshoba County Women to 
George W. Randolph, August 24, 1862, roll 30, Ibid; Carroll County Citizens to George W. Randolph, August 25, 
1862, roll 45, Ibid.    
62 �:�L�O�O�L�D�P���/�����6�K�D�Z�����³�7�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���&�R�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���(�[�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q���$�F�W�V���´��American Journal of Legal History 6 
(Oct., 1962): 13.  
63 �6�H�H���'�D�Y�L�G���+�H�U�E�H�U�W���'�R�Q�D�O�G�����³�'�L�H�G���R�I���'�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\���´���L�Q���'�D�Y�L�G���+�H�U�E�H�U�W���'�R�Q�D�O�G�����H�G������Why the North Won the Civil 
War (1960, Repr., New York: Touchstone, 1996), 81-93; Richard E. Beringer, Herman Hattaway, Archer Jones, and 
William N. Still Jr., Why the South Lost the Civil War (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1986), 203-36; Reid 
�0�L�W�F�K�H�O�O�����³�7�K�H���3�H�U�V�H�Y�H�U�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���6�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���´���L�Q���*�D�E�R�U���6����Borit, ed., Why the Confederacy Lost (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1992), 109-33; Gallagher, The Confederate War, 31-6; Paul D. Escott, The Confederacy: The 
�6�O�D�Y�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V�¶���)�D�L�O�H�G���9�H�Q�W�X�U�H (Santa Barbara, CA: Praeger, 2010), 43-65.    
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influence of multiple loyalties in Civil War Mississippi. Whether or not exemptions hurt the war 

effort, a good many Confederate authorities certainly thought that they did, and this fact had 

important implications for how citizens petitioned the state in wartime.  

In January 1864, Newton County citizens wanted shoemaker S.R. Castles out of the 56th 

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���5�H�J�L�P�H�Q�W�����F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���K�D�G���³�Q�R���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�K�R�H�P�D�N�H�U���Z�K�H�U�H���R�Q�H���L�V��

�Y�H�U�\���P�X�F�K���Q�H�H�G�H�G���´���7�K�H���S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�H�U�V���D�V�V�X�U�H�G���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���6�H�G�G�R�Q���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���Z�R�X�O�G���³�U�D�W�K�H�U���D�G�G���W�H�Q��

�W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G���W�R�����W�K�D�Q���G�L�P�L�Q�L�V�K���R�Q�H���V�L�Q�J�O�H���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���I�U�R�P�����W�K�H���D�U�P�\���´���D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���³�Z�H�D�N�H�Q���W�K�H��

�D�U�P�\���E�\���W�K�L�V���G�H�W�D�L�O���´���7�K�X�V�����W�K�H�\���D�U�J�X�H�G���W�K�D�W���&�D�V�W�O�H�V���Z�D�V���³�X�Q�I�L�W���I�R�U���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���G�X�H���W�R���D���I�R�R�W��

�Z�R�X�Q�G���D�Q�G���D���³�V�H�Y�H�U�H���F�X�W�´���R�Q���K�L�V���D�U�P���³�Z�K�L�F�K���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�V���K�L�V���K�D�Q�G�O�L�Q�J���K�L�V���J�X�Q���D�V���K�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���´���$��

�P�R�Q�W�K���O�D�W�H�U�����1�H�V�K�R�E�D���&�R�X�Q�W�\���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���³�G�H�H�S�O�\���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D��

sense of the necessity of Augmenting the Confederate Army and placing in the Army every 

availa�E�O�H���V�R�O�G�L�H�U���´���W�K�H�\���Q�R�Q�H�W�K�H�O�H�V�V���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���V�K�R�H�P�D�N�H�U���-�R�V�H�S�K���,�Q�J�U�D�P���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H������th 

�0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���5�H�J�L�P�H�Q�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���K�H���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���³�J�U�H�D�W�O�\���X�V�H�I�X�O�´���W�R���K�L�V���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����)�R�U���D�G�G�H�G���H�I�I�H�F�W����

the petitioners noted that Ingram had a sick father at home and had lost five brothers to the war, 

�Z�K�R�V�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���Z�H�U�H���Q�R�Z���³�J�U�H�D�W�O�\���G�H�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���D�Q�G���G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���K�L�V���D�L�G���D�Q�G���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H��

�P�X�V�W���V�X�I�I�H�U���L�Q�W�R�O�H�U�D�E�O�\���´���)�L�Q�D�O�O�\�����Z�K�L�O�H���R�E�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���,�Q�J�U�D�P���Z�D�V���D���³�F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W���D�Q�G���I�D�L�W�K�I�X�O��

�V�R�O�G�L�H�U�´���Z�K�R���Z�D�V���³�V�W�L�O�O���L�V���G�H�Y�R�W�H�G���W�R���R�X�U���F�D�X�V�H���´���W�K�H�\���L�Q�V�L�V�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���,�Q�J�U�D�P�¶�V���K�H�D�O�W�K���K�D�G���³�U�D�S�L�G�O�\��

�G�H�F�O�L�Q�H�G���D�Q�G���L�V���V�W�L�O�O���G�H�F�O�L�Q�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���F�R�Q�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q���´���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���³�K�H���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���O�R�Q�J���P�D�N�H���D���V�R�O�G�L�H�U���D�Q�G���L�I��

�N�H�S�W���L�Q���W�K�H���D�U�P�\���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���O�R�Q�J���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�H���´64 �7�K�H�V�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���D�Z�D�U�H���R�I���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V�¶��

belief that exempting men from military service harmed the war effort, so they claimed that 

Castles and Ingram could serve the nation better at home. To further justify their concern for 

local attachments, they added that Castles was too injured and Ingram was too sick to fight, 

                                                 
64 Newton County Citizens to James A. Seddon, January, 1864, roll 47, LRCSW; Neshoba County Citizens to James 
A. Seddon, February 2, 1864, roll 131, Ibid. 
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points that allegedly neutralized any damage their removal from the army might cause. The 

�V�L�Q�F�H�U�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�V���Q�R�W�Z�L�W�K�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�����W�K�H�V�H���S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�H�U�V�¶���X�V�H���R�I���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W���G�L�V�F�R�X�U�V�H��

underscores how they tried to justify their local concerns to Confederate officials who thought 

that such concerns should be subordinated to the greater war effort.  

�$���K�R�V�W���R�I���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���O�H�W�W�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���I�O�R�R�G�H�G���W�K�H���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���R�I���:�D�U�¶�V���R�I�I�L�F�H�����7�K�H�L�U��

authors attempted to justify local allegiances with nationalist rhetoric in hopes of securing 

�V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�¶���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�����,�Q���W�K�H���Z�L�Q�W�H�U���R�I���������������-�D�P�H�V���'�X�I�I���R�I���3�R�Q�W�R�W�R�F���&�R�X�Q�W�\���W�U�L�H�G���W�R���J�H�W���K�L�V���V�R�Q�����-�R�K�Q����

a tanner by trade, discharged from the 23rd Mississippi Regiment. Duff explained to General 

�5�H�X�E�H�Q���'�D�Y�L�V���W�K�D�W���3�R�Q�W�R�W�R�F���&�R�X�Q�W�\���Q�H�H�G�H�G���W�D�Q�Q�H�G���O�H�D�W�K�H�U���³�H�L�W�K�H�U���I�R�U���R�X�U���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���R�U���W�R���P�D�N�H��

�V�K�R�H�V���I�R�U���R�X�U���V�R�O�G�L�H�U���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�U���´���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���L�I���-�R�K�Q���Z�H�U�H���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���D�U�P�\�����K�H���Z�R�X�O�G��

�³�G�R���P�R�U�H���J�R�R�G���I�R�U �K�L�V���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���L�Q���W�K�H���W�D�Q���\�D�U�G���W�K�D�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�U���´���'�X�I�I���D�O�V�R���D�G�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���-�R�K�Q�¶�V���O�H�J��

�K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���F�U�L�S�S�O�H�G���I�U�R�P���E�L�U�W�K�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\���K�H���F�R�X�O�G���R�Q�O�\���S�H�U�I�R�U�P���³�W�K�H���D�F�W�L�Y�H���G�X�W�L�H�V���R�I���D��

�V�R�O�G�L�H�U�´���Z�L�W�K���³�J�U�H�D�W���S�D�Q�H���>�V�L�F�@���´���5�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���R�I���0�R�Q�U�R�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\���P�D�G�H���D���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���S�L�Wch to secure 

�V�K�R�H�P�D�N�H�U���)�U�D�Q�F�L�V���,�V�D�L�D�K�¶�V���G�L�V�F�K�D�U�J�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H������th �0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���5�H�J�L�P�H�Q�W�����F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���,�V�D�L�D�K�¶�V��

�V�N�L�O�O�V���Z�H�U�H���³�P�X�F�K���D�Q�G���J�U�H�D�W�O�\���Q�H�H�G�H�G���E�R�W�K���E�\���W�K�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���D�Q�G���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���R�I���K�L�V���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F��

�O�R�F�D�O�L�W�\���E�X�W���L�Q���W�K�H���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���F�R�X�Q�W�\���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\���´��Isaiah was on furlough, and the petitioners 

�L�Q�V�L�V�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���³�Z�D�V���Q�R�W���\�H�W���V�X�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�W�O�\���U�H�V�W�R�U�H�G���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O�O�\���W�R���U�H�W�X�U�Q���W�R���K�L�V���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�����S�H�U�K�D�S�V��

�Q�H�Y�H�U���Z�L�O�O���E�H���´���:�L�W�K���W�K�L�V���L�Q���P�L�Q�G�����W�K�H�\���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�,�V�D�L�D�K���Z�L�O�O���E�H���R�I���L�Q�I�L�Q�L�W�H�O�\���P�R�U�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H��

and benefit to the Confederacy if permitted to remain at home and follow his occupation as shoe 

�	���E�R�R�W���P�D�N�H�U���W�K�D�Q���K�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�\���F�D�Q���E�H���W�R���U�H�W�D�L�Q���K�L�P���L�Q���W�K�H���D�U�P�\���D�V���D���V�R�O�G�L�H�U���´65 By claiming that 

removing men from the army would not hurt, and indeed, that it would actually help, the 

                                                 
65 James Duff to Reuben Davis, February 11, 1863, roll 89, LRCSW; Monroe County Citizens to James A. Seddon, 
February 9, 1864, roll 131, Ibid. 
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�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���Z�D�U���H�I�I�R�U�W�����F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���W�U�L�H�G���W�R���D�V�V�X�D�J�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V�¶���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���V�X�V�S�L�F�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W��

Mississippians were not giving their all to ensure national victory.  

Government officials and Confederate nationalists alike did indeed hold such suspicions. 

�&�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V�¶���F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���F�O�D�L�P���W�K�D�W���P�H�Q���Z�H�U�H���E�H�W�W�H�U���D�E�O�H���W�R���V�H�U�Y�H���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���D�W���K�R�P�H���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���L�Q��

the army suggests that there was no assumption on behalf of Confederate officials that home was 

synonymous with nation. Higher-ups expected men to serve in the military first, because the 

armies were fighting for national independence. While home front issues were important, some 

suspected rampant abuse of the exemption laws. Judge Hudson complained about exempted men, 

�H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���D�U�W�L�V�D�Q�V�����X�V�L�Q�J���³�W�K�H�L�U���I�U�H�H�G�R�P���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���W�R���V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�H�´���R�Q���³�D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V���R�I���S�U�L�P�H��

�Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\�´���D�Q�G���P�D�N�L�Q�J���³�W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���W�U�D�G�H�V���H�Q�J�L�Q�H�V���R�I���R�S�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���W�R���D�O�O���F�O�D�V�V�H�V����

�H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���W�R���W�K�H���S�R�R�U���´���+�H���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�H�G���H�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�U���F�X�U�W�D�L�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H���H�[�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q���O�D�Z�V�����D�U�J�X�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W��

�³�W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���S�O�H�Q�W�\���R�I���R�O�G���P�H�Q���D�Q�G���Z�R�P�H�Q���W�R���W�H�D�F�K���R�X�U���V�F�K�R�R�O�V�«�S�O�H�Q�W�\���R�I���R�O�G���S�K�\�V�L�F�L�D�Q�V���W�R���G�R���R�X�U��

�S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�«�S�O�H�Q�W�\���R�I���R�O�G���P�H�Q���D�Q�G���Q�H�J�U�R�H�V���W�R���G�R���R�X�U���W�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J�����V�K�R�H�P�D�N�L�Q�J�����E�O�D�F�N�V�P�L�W�K�L�Q�J�����	�F���´��

�5�L�F�K�D�U�G���$�U�F�K�H�U���H�F�K�R�H�G���+�X�G�V�R�Q�¶�V���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V�����W�H�O�O�L�Q�J���3�H�W�W�X�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�W�L�V�D�Q�V���³�D�U�H���H�[�H�P�S�W�H�G�«���Eecause 

�L�W���L�V���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�K�H�\���Z�L�O�O���Q�R�W���E�H���Q�H�H�G�H�G���´���E�X�W���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�D�O�O���P�H�Q���D�U�H���Q�R�Z���Q�H�H�G�H�G���´���³�%�H�K�L�Q�G���W�K�L�V��

�V�K�L�H�O�G���R�I���D�J�H���D�Q�G���H�[�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���X�V�H�I�X�O���W�U�D�G�H���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H�����³�Q�H�D�U�O�\���D�O�O���W�D�Q�Q�H�U�V�����P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�F�V���H�W�F�����D�U�H��

�H�[�W�R�U�W�L�R�Q�H�U�V���W�R���D���J�U�L�H�Y�R�X�V���H�[�W�H�Q�W���´66 

No Mississippian raged against exemption more than arch-protective nationalist Albert 

Gallatin Brown. In his December 1863 speech to Congress, Brown proposed repealing the 

�H�[�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q���O�D�Z�V���D�O�W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�H���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���Z�H�U�H���³�W�K�H���I�U�X�L�W�I�X�O���V�R�X�U�F�H���R�I���X�Q�W�R�O�G���P�L�V�F�K�L�H�I���W�R���W�K�H��

�D�U�P�\�´���W�K�D�W���³�G�H�F�L�P�D�W�H�G���W�K�H���U�D�Q�N�V�����E�H�V�W�R�Z�H�G���I�D�Y�R�U�V���R�Q���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���W�H�Q�V���R�I���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���R�I���W�K�H���O�H�D�V�W��

�P�H�U�L�W�R�U�L�R�X�V�����D�Q�G���V�R�Z�H�G���W�K�H���V�H�H�G�V���R�I���G�L�V�F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�«�D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���E�U�D�Y�H���P�H�Q���Z�K�R�«�K�D�Y�H���V�W�R�R�G���E�\���W�K�H�L�U��

                                                 
66 OR, ser. 4, vol. 2, pg. 857; Richard T. Archer to John J. Pettus, December 10, 1862, Pettus Correspondence, roll 
2812. 
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�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´���%�U�R�Z�Q���V�F�R�I�I�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���F�O�D�L�P�V���R�I���W�K�H���O�D�Z�V�¶���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W�V�����³�7�K�H plausible pretexts 

under which these laws were passed, and by which it is now proposed to maintain them, is that 

the exempts and persons furnishing substitutes would be profitably employed in producing food, 

clothing, and other necessary supplies for the �D�U�P�\�����D�Q�G���I�R�U���K�R�P�H���F�R�Q�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q���´���K�H���V�W�D�W�H�G. Yet 

�K�H���V�D�Z���Q�R���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���W�R���E�D�F�N���X�S���W�K�H�V�H���D�V�V�H�U�W�L�R�Q�V�����³They have reaped when they have not sown, 

consumed when they have not produced���´���K�H���V�W�D�W�H�G�����U�D�L�O�L�Q�J���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���³�D�E�O�H-bodied men, 

�F�D�S�D�E�O�H���R�I���E�H�D�U�L�Q�J���D�U�P�V�´���Z�K�R��instead loitered in the streets, hotels, theaters and railroad cars.67 

Much like the internal debate within Confederate Mississippi over the swearing of loyalty oaths 

and trading with the Union, acts which could be described as either loyal or disloyal depending 

on the proclivities of different observers, debates over whether military exemptions benefitted or 

hurt the Confederate war effort hinged on whether or not individuals embraced protective 

nationalism. Brown certainly did, and his frustration over wha�W���K�H���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���Z�D�V���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶��

failure to demonstrate unwavering national loyalty reflected a larger anger among protective 

�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V��inability to instill and enforce total national loyalty in its 

citizens, despite its expanded wartime powers. 

�0�D�Q�\���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V���W�K�Z�D�U�W�H�G���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V�¶���J�R�D�O��of instilling unwavering 

national devotion through their continued concerns with local attachments. Nonetheless, that 

civilians consistently claimed that releasing men from service would have at best a positive, at 

worst a neutral, effect on the war effort highlights their awareness of the need to feign 

observance of protective nationalist ideals. Wilkinson County residents, for example, argued that 

tailor John Duncan should be spared from conscription because he was �³�D���Y�H�U�\���S�R�R�U���P�D�Q�´���Z�L�W�K���D��

�³�K�H�O�S�O�H�V�V���I�D�P�L�O�\���´���E�X�W���D�O�V�R���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���Z�D�V���³�L�Q�G�L�V�S�H�Q�V�D�E�O�H���W�R���F�D�U�U�\�L�Q�J���R�X�W���W�K�H���P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J��

                                                 
67 Albert Gallatin Brown, �'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�����������������������³�6�W�D�W�H���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���6�S�H�H�F�K���L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���6�H�Q�D�W�H���´��
Documenting the American South. http://docsouth.unc.edu/imls/cotton/cotton.html. (Accessed September 24, 2009).  
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�R�I���F�O�R�W�K�L�Q�J���E�\���W�K�H���/�D�G�L�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���&�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�L�V���F�R�X�Q�W�\���´���:�L�G�R�Z���(�O�L�]�D���6�F�R�W�W�����R�I���)�U�D�Q�N�O�L�Q 

�&�R�X�Q�W�\�����D�S�S�H�D�O�H�G���I�R�U���K�H�U���V�R�Q���5�X�W�L�O�L�X�V�¶���U�H�O�H�D�V�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���D�U�P�\�����F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���³�F�D�O�D�P�L�W�L�H�V�´���R�I��

�W�K�H���³�K�R�U�U�L�E�O�H���Z�D�U�´���K�D�G���U�H�Q�G�H�U�H�G���K�H�U���³�D�O�P�R�V�W���F�K�L�O�G�O�H�V�V���D�Q�G���G�L�V�F�R�Q�V�R�O�D�W�H���´���D�Q�G���O�H�I�W���K�H�U���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W��

overseers or an estate administrator. Yet, she reassured Secretar�\���5�D�Q�G�R�O�S�K���W�K�D�W���V�K�H���I�H�O�W���³�W�K�H��

�G�H�H�S�H�V�W���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���&�D�X�V�H���´���D�Q�G���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���5�X�W�L�O�L�X�V���³�F�D�Q���E�H�W�W�H�U���V�H�U�Y�H���K�L�V���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���D�W��

�K�R�P�H�«�R�Q���W�K�H���X�Q�D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�G���I�D�U�P�V���	���L�Q���W�K�H���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���Q�R�Z�«�W�K�D�Q���K�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�\��

�F�D�Q�«�L�Q���F�D�P�S���´���7�K�D�W���V�D�P�H���\�H�D�U�����U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���R�I���-�H�I�I�H�U�V�R�Q��County petitioned for the release Dr. H. 

�/�R�R�P�L�V���R�Q���W�K�H���E�D�V�L�V���W�K�D�W���K�H���³�F�D�Q�W���>�V�L�F�@���E�H���D�V���X�V�H�I�X�O���S�O�D�F�H�G���L�Q���D�Q�\���S�R�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���D�U�P�\���D�V���K�H���F�D�Q���E�H��

�X�V�H�I�X�O���L�I���O�H�I�W���D�W���K�R�P�H���W�R���W�D�N�H���F�D�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�\�V���>�V�L�F�@���R�I���W�K�R�V�H���D�E�V�H�Q�W���´68 

�7�K�H�V�H���S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�H�U�V�¶���O�H�W�W�H�U�V���W�R���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H��officials underscore the importance they placed 

on loyalties distinct from nationalism. Through their attempts to cancel out perceived negative 

�F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�V���R�I���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�¶���H�[�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q�V�����E�\���F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���P�H�Q���F�R�X�O�G���V�H�U�Y�H���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���E�H�W�W�H�U���D�W��

home than in the arm�\�����W�K�H�\���D�O�V�R���W�U�L�H�G���W�R���S�O�D�F�D�W�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V�¶���H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�R�W�D�O��

�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���G�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H���R�I���P�L�F�U�R���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V���R�Q���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�V���U�H�Y�H�D�O�H�G���L�Q��

these petitions, shows that for all of its expanded infrastructural strength, the Confederate nation-

state was not strong enough to achieve its major goal of enforcing total national loyalty in its 

citizens. The state could make people use the language of nationalism, but it could not always 

translate that rhetoric into action. 

The case of Madison County native Benjamin Gafford shows just how far citizens were 

�Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�R���J�R���W�R���M�X�V�W�L�I�\���D���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�¶�V���U�H�O�H�D�V�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���D�U�P�\���G�H�V�S�L�W�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V�¶���E�H�O�L�H�I�V��

that exemptions hurt the war effort.  On Christmas Eve 1862, Madison County citizens wrote to 

                                                 
68 George H. Gordon to Jefferson Davis, January 27, 1863, roll 92; Eliza Scott to George W. Randolph, November 
6, 1862, roll 109; William J. Gibson et al. to Jefferson Davis, May 20, 1862, roll 48, all in LRCSW. 
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General Earl Van Dorn requesting that the furloughed Gafford be permanently released from 

�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���K�H���Z�D�V���³�R�I���T�X�L�W�H���D���G�H�O�L�F�D�W�H���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���´���D�Q�G���Z�R�X�O�G���³�Q�R�W���E�H���D�E�O�H���O�R�Q�J���W�R���V�W�D�Q�G��

�W�K�H���H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H���R�I���D���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q���´���7�Z�R���G�R�F�W�R�U�V���D�V�V�H�U�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���*�D�I�I�R�U�G���K�D�G���D���³�F�K�U�R�Q�L�F�´���D�Q�G��

�³�S�H�U�P�D�Q�H�Q�W�´���F�D�V�H���R�I���W�R�Q�V�L�O�O�L�W�L�V�����Z�K�L�O�H���D���J�U�R�X�S���R�I���Z�R�P�H�Q���D�W�W�H�V�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���*�D�I�I�R�U�G���Z�D�V���³�T�X�L�W�H���L�Q�I�L�U�P���´��

�D�Q�G���³�R�I�W�H�Q���I�R�U���Z�H�H�N�V���X�Q�D�E�O�H���W�R���Z�R�U�N���D�W���K�L�V���W�U�D�G�H���´���'�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H�V�H���K�H�D�O�W�K���L�V�V�X�H�V�����W�K�H���S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�H�U�V��

claimed that Gafford was �D���V�N�L�O�O�H�G���F�R�I�I�L�Q���P�D�N�H�U���D�Q�G���P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�F�����W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���R�Q�H���³�O�H�I�W���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���R�X�U��

�U�H�D�F�K���W�K�D�W���F�D�Q���P�D�N�H���D���G�H�F�H�Q�W���F�R�I�I�L�Q���´���D�Q�G���K�H���D�O�V�R���M�R�L�Q�H�G���D���³�F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���R�I���*�X�H�U�U�L�O�O�D�V���´���$�I�W�H�U���W�K�H��

�:�D�U���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���G�H�Q�L�H�G���W�K�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���U�H�T�X�H�V�W�V���I�R�U���*�D�I�I�R�U�G�¶�V���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�����0�D�G�L�V�R�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���:����

Davis Jr. insisted that because he was sick on furlough, Gafford could not return to the army 

�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���³�K�L�V���K�H�D�O�W�K���L�V���V�R���S�U�H�F�D�U�L�R�X�V���´��Yet, Davis also claimed that Gafford was a skilled 

blacksmith, wagon maker, and grist mill operator, whose services were in demand at home. For 

�J�R�R�G���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�����'�D�Y�L�V���D�O�V�R���U�H�P�L�Q�G�H�G���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���*�D�I�I�R�U�G�¶�V���I�D�P�L�O�\���Z�D�V���³�H�Q�W�L�U�H�O�\��

�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���R�Q���K�L�P���I�R�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���´���7�K�X�V�����0�D�G�L�V�R�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\���S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�H�U�V���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���D���P�D�Q���W�R�R���V�L�F�N��

for the army, whose illness kept him from working for weeks at a time, was nonetheless an able 

member of a guerrilla company whose skills as a coffin maker, mechanic, blacksmith, wagon 

maker, grist mill operator, and family provider made him an indispensable neighborhood asset.69 

Gafford doubtless had some mechanical ability, as the 1860 census lists him as a carriage 

maker. Further, as a middle class owner of $2,000 worth of real estate and $4,500 of personal 

property with one slave, Gafford may have had some local influence that drove his neighbors to 

offer an impressive number of excuses to absolve him from service.70 That said, it is impossible 

to know for sure why so many Madison County citizens wanted him kept out of the army. Their 

                                                 
69 Madison County residents to Earl Van Dorn, December 24, 1862, roll 45; Madison County Women to Earl Van 
Dorn, December 24, 1862; W. Davis Jr. to O.R. Singleton, January 27, 1863, roll 89, all in LRCSW.    
70 1860 U.S. census and slave schedules, Madison County, Mississippi, B.S.W. Gafford; digital image, 
Ancestry.com, (http://www.ancestry.com/: accessed December 13, 2010). 



   

 221 

petitioning does, however, reveal crucial points about the Confederate sta�W�H�¶�V���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V���D�W��

enforcing national loyalty in its subjects. If Gafford truly was skilled in so many trades, and 

�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���V�R���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O���W�R���K�L�V���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���L�Q���Z�D�U�W�L�P�H�����W�K�H�Q���0�D�G�L�V�R�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V���Z�L�W�K��

local attachments guaranteed their inability to live up to protective nationalist ideals. 

Nevertheless, even if they were lying in their claims about Gafford, and whatever their reasons 

were for doing so, their willingness to lie would demonstrate how they viewed protective 

nationalism not as an ideal to strive towards, but as an impractical demand to be avoided at all 

costs. If they lied, they did so in order to get a man out of the army, knowing full well that 

Confederate officials believed that such an action hurt the war effort. Either way, the demands of 

protective nationalism proved difficult to enact in any concrete way in Mississippi.   

�7�K�H���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U���L�Q���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���Q�H�Z���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���V�K�D�S�H�G���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���U�H�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V��

according to established loyalties, and even the Confederate military as a nationalizing symbol 

was not strong enough to supersede the influence of these other attachments. Confederate 

military defeat, Union occupation, economic collapse, and the breakdown of law and order 

facilitated mass opportunistic collective violence among Confederate deserters whose pre-war, 

localized group attachments enabled their indiscriminate pillaging of the Mississippi home front. 

�7�K�H�V�H���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�¶���V�R�F�L�R-economic backgrounds reflected that of the average Confederate soldier. 

Most were poor, and a majority were married heads of households, suggesting that their anti-

social behavior was a product of altered wartime conditions. This behavior suggests clear limits 

to the scholarship that contends that Confederate soldiers fought or deserted for the same reason: 

to defend hearth and home from Union invasion and war-induced privations. In Mississippi, 

thousands of deserters pillaged rather than protected the home front, thereby becoming a major 

element in the cause of, rather than the solution to, wartime deprivations. Their banditry suggests 
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that for them the local was no more sacred than the national. Although these deserters were a 

small percentage of the Mississippi soldiers who fought in the Confederate armies, their negative 

impact was real and widespread. Further, as former Confederate soldiers, their actions also 

demonstrate the limited capacity of the army to serve as a nationalizing institution.     

�7�K�H���D�U�P�\�¶�V���O�L�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�L�V���U�H�J�D�U�G���D�U�H���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���U�H�Y�H�D�O�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L��

soldiers who viewed military service as a means to address loyalties distinct from nationalism. 

�6�K�L�U�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�E�V�H�Q�W�H�H�L�V�P�����D�Q�G���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U�V�¶���V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W���D�W�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q���R�I���P�H�Q�¶�V���S�U�R�[�L�P�L�W�\��

to home as the root of those problems, reveals that soldiers and authorities alike often did not 

necessarily view home interests as synonymous with national ones. This point is also born out in 

�V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�¶���U�H�T�X�H�V�W�V���W�R���V�H�U�Y�H���L�Q���K�R�P�H���J�X�D�U�G�V���D�Q�G���S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���U�D�Q�J�H�U���X�Q�L�W�V���R�X�W���R�I���D���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V��

local concerns. Their conflation of home and nation in letters to Confederate authorities was a 

rhetorical strategy aimed at assuaging the worries of higher-ups, who were inclined to think that 

�F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�]�H�G���O�R�F�D�O���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H�V���D�W���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���H�[�S�H�Q�V�H�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V���V�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\��

invoked nationalist rhetoric to attend to local interests. They assured authorities that soldiers 

could �³�V�H�U�Y�H���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���E�H�W�W�H�U���D�W���K�R�P�H�´���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���H�[�L�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���K�R�P�H���I�U�R�Q�W���O�H�G���W�K�H�P���W�R��

make choices according to personal, familial and neighborhood loyalties. In many instances, 

soldiers and civilians alike revealed that the army, as a national institution, and the Confederate 

nation-state in general, did not necessarily temper the influence of other allegiances even in a 

wartime atmosphere. 

Just as the Civil War transformed the pre-war loyalties of Mississippi deserters by 

creating new gang affiliations that expanded beyond Union or Confederate partisanship, the 

�Z�D�U�¶�V���H�[�L�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V���D�O�V�R���K�D�G���D���P�D�M�R�U���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�Q���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���J�U�R�X�S���R�I���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V�����$�W���W�K�H���R�X�W�E�U�H�D�N���R�I��

hos�W�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���V�O�D�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���V�O�D�Y�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Q�R�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���O�R�\�D�O�W�\��
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that long-undergirded the vastly unequal relationship between master and servant would forever 

be altered by the war. How the conflict changed the master-slave relationship had profound 

�F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���V�K�D�S�H�G���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���V�R�F�L�R-political trajectory well into the twentieth century.
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Chapter Five�������,���%�H�O�L�H�Y�H���W�K�D�W���µthe �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�¶���L�V���(�[�W�L�Q�F�W�������1�R�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���/�R�\�D�O�W�\���D�P�R�Q�J��
Slaves and Slaveholders 

 
�,�Q���O�D�W�H���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���������������M�X�V�W���G�D�\�V���E�H�I�R�U�H���$�E�U�D�K�D�P���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�¶�V���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����1�D�W�F�K�H�]���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U��

�*�H�R�U�J�H���6�D�U�J�H�Q�W���W�R�O�G���K�L�V���V�R�Q���W�K�D�W�����³�W�K�H���Q�H�J�U�R�H�V���D�U�H���S�U�R�S�K�H�V�\�L�Q�J���I�U�H�H�G�R�P���I�R�U���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���I�U�R�P���K�L�V��

�(�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���´���D�G�G�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W�����³�P�\���R�Z�Q���V�H�U�Y�D�Q�W�V���K�D�Y�H���D�V�N�H�G���P�H���D�E�R�X�W���L�W���D�V���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���E�H�H�Q told so by 

�R�W�K�H�U�V���´���,�Q���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���������������D���Z�H�H�N���D�I�W�H�U���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����W�K�L�V���V�H�Q�W�L�P�H�Q�W���K�D�G���Q�R�W���D�E�D�W�H�G����

�³�7�K�H���6�O�D�Y�H�V���K�D�Y�H���L�Q���P�D�Q�\���S�O�D�F�H�V���E�H�H�Q���S�H�U�V�X�D�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���W�R���R�E�W�D�L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���)�U�H�H�G�R�P���Z�K�H�Q��

�/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q���L�V���H�O�H�F�W�H�G���´���K�H���W�R�O�G���D���I�U�L�H�Q�G�����³�W�K�H�U�H���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���Q�R���Rutbreak anywhere but the news has 

�V�S�U�H�D�G���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H�P���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´���6�D�U�J�H�Q�W���Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�\���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���V�O�D�Y�H��

�³�R�X�W�E�U�H�D�N�´���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���D���³�0�D�V�W�H�U�¶�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H�´���W�R���³�U�H�G�X�F�H���W�K�H�P���W�R���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q���´���5�H�F�D�O�O�L�Q�J���K�H�U��

childhood as a Mississippi slave, Susan Snow described a wartime incident when she sang a song 

to her mistress that she had heard the older slaves sing only in private. She sang about how 

�8�Q�L�R�Q���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���-�R�K�Q���3�R�S�H�����³�&�D�O�O�H�G���D���8�Q�L�R�Q���E�D�Q�G�����>�7�R�@���0�D�N�H���G�H���5�H�E�H�O�V���X�Q�¶�H�U�V�W�D�Q���¶���7�R���O�H�D�Y�H���G�H��

�O�D�Q���¶���6�X�E�P�L�W���W�R���$�E�U�D�K�D�P���¶�´���,�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�����6�Q�R�Z���V�W�D�W�H�G�����K�H�U���P�L�V�W�U�H�V�V���³�J�U�D�E�E�H�G���X�S���G�H���E�U�R�R�P���D�Q�¶���O�D�L�G��

it on me. She made me �V�X�E�P�L�W���´���6�Q�R�Z���G�L�G���Q�R�W���W�K�L�Q�N���W�K�D�W���V�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�R�Q�J���Z�D�V���Z�U�R�Q�J�����E�X�W���V�K�H���K�D�G��

�K�H�D�U�G���I�U�R�P���K�H�U���P�R�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�W���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q���³�Z�D�V���D�¶���W�U�\�L�Q���W�R���I�U�H�H���G�H���Q�L�J�J�H�U�V���D�Q�¶���P�\���P�D�P�P�\���V�D�\s she 

�Z�D�Q�W���W�R���E�H���I�U�H�H���´1  

�6�D�U�J�H�Q�W�¶�V���L�Q�V�L�V�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���K�L�V���V�O�D�Y�H�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���D���³�0�D�V�W�H�U�¶�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H�´���W�R���V�X�E�M�H�F�W���W�K�H�P���I�R�U��

�E�H�O�L�H�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���H�Y�H�Q�W���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�I�I�H�F�W�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�V�����D�Q�G���6�Q�R�Z�¶�V���G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I��

�K�R�Z���K�H�U���P�L�V�W�U�H�V�V���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W�O�\���³�P�D�G�H��me �V�X�E�P�L�W�´��underscored how the Civil War in Mississippi 

broadened the long-simmering conflict between slaves and slaveholders over the master-slave 
                                                 
1 George Washington Sargent to George Sargent, October 30, 1860, George Washington Sargent to Mary Duncan, 
January 15, 1861, George Washington Sargent Papers, 1840-1900, folder 11, volume 11, 04025, Southern Historical 
Collection, Wilson Library, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill (hereafter cited as SHC); Susan Snow, 
Mississippi Narratives, Vol. 9, pgs. 139-140, Born in Slavery: Slave Narratives from the Federal Writers' Project, 
1936-1938, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington D.C., http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/ampage?collId=mesn&fileName=090/mesn090.db&recNum=138&itemLink=D?mesnbib:29:./temp/~ammem_1
ajQ::, (accessed  June 6, 2012) hereafter cited as Mississippi Narratives. 



   

 225 

relationship, based as it was on the reinforcement of black servile loyalty. Slaveholders insisted 

that because slaves were property, not citizens, they could be loyal only to their masters. To 

�6�D�U�J�H�Q�W�����W�K�H���L�G�H�D���W�K�D�W���E�O�D�F�N�V���G�H�V�L�U�H�G���I�U�H�H�G�R�P���D�I�W�H�U���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�¶�V���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���P�H�D�Q�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R��

longer be under white control, and by extension, would no longer show unconditional fealty to 

�W�K�H���P�D�V�W�H�U���F�O�D�V�V�����7�K�H�\���W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���K�D�G���W�R���E�H���U�H�G�X�F�H�G���W�R���³�V�X�E�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q���´���7�K�H���L�G�H�R�O�R�J�\���R�I���Z�K�L�W�H���U�D�F�L�D�O��

�P�D�V�W�H�U�\���D�O�V�R���O�H�G���6�Q�R�Z�¶�V���P�L�V�W�U�H�V�V���W�R���L�Q�V�L�V�W���W�K�D�W���V�K�H���V�X�E�P�L�W���Q�R�W���W�R���-�H�I�I�H�U�V�R�Q���'�D�Y�L�V�����/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�¶�V��

presidential rival, but that Snow should submit to her. This was a crucial distinction. The Civil 

War in Mississippi unleashed a new front in the internal conflict between masters who fought to 

�H�Q�I�R�U�F�H���E�O�D�F�N���V�H�U�Y�L�O�H���O�R�\�D�O�W�\�����D�Q�G���V�O�D�Y�H�V���Z�K�R���I�R�X�J�K�W���W�R���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�L�U���P�D�V�W�H�U�V�¶��

authority. 

This chapter focuses on the internal war between Mississippi slaves and slaveholders that 

had simmered during the antebellum era, but was stoked by the secession crisis and the Union 

�D�U�P�\�¶�V���D�U�U�L�Y�D�O���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���L�Q��������������Confronted with slave escapes to Union lines, many 

Mississippi slaveholders tried to mask the obvious disloyalty to them as masters by attributing 

flight to the deluded beliefs of the enslaved that the Federals cared for their well-being. Slaves 

�W�R�R�N���D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���D�U�P�\�¶�V���D�U�U�L�Y�D�O��to resist slave�K�R�O�G�H�U�V�¶���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���D�Q�G���D�F�W on loyalties 

to self, family, neighborhood and nation. In doing so, they embraced multiple conceptions of 

freedom. Those who did not flee nonetheless contested white dominance from within 

households. Other slaves aided and joined the Union army as part of their more personal struggle 

against the established racial order. Black visions of freedom were intrinsically tied to a negative 

concept: their desire to escape white racial authority. Beyond this broader goal, however, 

freedom as a lived experience meant different things to different black Mississippians, depending 

on their own individual proclivities.    
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�6�O�D�Y�H�V�¶���F�K�D�W�W�H�O���V�W�D�W�X�V���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���Z�D�U���F�R�Q�V�W�U�D�L�Q�H�G���K�R�Z���W�K�H�\���F�R�X�O�G���D�F�W���R�Q���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V����

As Stephanie McCurry writes, the Confederacy excluded blacks from citizenship and 

participation in the political community, expecting them to serve the cause out of racially-based 

subservience, not out of patriotic fidelity. Slaves were to be loyal not to the government, but to 

their own�H�U�V���Z�K�R���Z�H�U�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���R�I���W�K�D�W���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�����,�Q���D���0�D�U�F�K�������������G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���Z�D�U�¶�V��

�V�W�D�N�H�V�����$���)�����%�X�U�W�R�Q���R�I���/�D�X�G�H�U�G�D�O�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���W�K�L�V���S�R�L�Q�W���W�R���K�L�V���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�����³�7�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�I���W�K�H��

South do not consider negroes their equals as do the Black Republicans of th�H���1�R�U�W�K���´���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H����

�³�7�K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q���Q�R�Z���W�R���E�H���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G�����L�V���Q�H�J�U�R���H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���´���%�X�U�W�R�Q���P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q��

�Z�U�R�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���P�R�V�W���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F�D�Q�V�¶���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���E�O�D�F�N���H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����E�X�W���K�L�V���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�V���R�Q���W�K�H���L�V�V�X�H��

within the South underscored how white Mississippians refused to sanction any allegiances in 

blacks beyond loyalty to the master class. If blacks were equal to whites, then they could not be 

perpetually loyal slaves, and they would thereby undermine the ideological foundation of the 

Confederacy.2  

This view was a continuation from antebellum southern law that regarded masters as the 

�³�D�E�V�R�O�X�W�H���R�W�K�H�U�V�´���W�R���Z�K�R�P���V�O�D�Y�H�V���Z�H�U�H���³�E�R�X�Q�G�«�E�\���W�L�H�V���R�I���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���D���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���P�D�V�W�H�U����

�R�Z�L�Q�J���R�E�H�G�L�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���H�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�O�\���W�R���K�L�P���´���7�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\���Z�D�V���D�Q���D�W�W�H�P�S�W���W�R���I�R�X�Q�G 

�D�Q���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���V�O�D�Y�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V�¶���U�L�J�K�W�V���W�R���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���W�K�D�W���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���I�U�H�H���R�I���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q��

�L�Q�W�H�U�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�����(�O�L�]�D�E�H�W�K���'�X�T�X�H�W�W�H���Q�R�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���W�U�R�S�H���R�I���W�K�H���³�O�R�\�D�O���V�O�D�Y�H�´���V�\�P�E�R�O�L�]�H�G���³�D��

�I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���D�Q���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���S�R�Z�H�U�´���W�K�D�W���Z�D�V���³�S�U�H�G�Lcated on racial hierarchies 

�D�Q�G���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V���´���Z�K�L�F�K���G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�H�G���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���D�O�R�Q�J���U�D�F�L�D�O���O�L�Q�H�V�����0�R�V�W���F�U�X�F�L�D�O�O�\�����W�K�R�V�H���K�L�H�U�D�U�F�K�L�H�V��

existed between individuals, between slaves and slaveholders. In this racialized demarcation of 

                                                 
2 Stephanie McCurry, Confederate Reckoning: Power and Politics in the Civil War South (Cambridge, MA: Harvard 
University Press, 2010), 20-24, 304; William C. Davis, Look Away!: A History of the Confederate States of America 
(New York: Free Press, 2002), 130-162; A.F. Burton to Thomas W. Burton, March 30, 1861, Thomas W. Burton 
Papers, 1809-1921, fol. 1, 04217-z, SHC. 
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allegiances, white loyalty was ne�Y�H�U���V�H�U�Y�L�O�H�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W���Z�D�V���³�S�U�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���R�Q���D�Q���D�W�W�D�F�K�P�H�Q�W���W�R���D�Q��

�D�E�V�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�����O�L�N�H���D���F�D�X�V�H���R�U���D�Q���L�G�H�D�O�����Q�R�W���D���S�H�U�V�R�Q���´���%�O�D�F�N���O�R�\�D�O�W�\�����E�\���F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W�����Z�D�V���H�Q�W�L�U�H�O�\��

servile: it could only be defined as loyalty to a person, the slaveholder. Whereas white 

Mississippians could espouse allegiance to a cause like nationalism, the concept of the loyal 

�V�O�D�Y�H���³metonymically situated black Americans within the nation, figuring black equality as 

�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���V�H�U�Y�L�O�L�W�\���´���7�K�X�V�����%�X�U�W�R�Q�¶�V���G�L�V�J�X�V�W���D�W���W�K�H���L�G�H�D���R�I���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F�D�Q�V���X�Q�O�H�D�V�K�L�Q�J���³�Q�H�J�U�R��

�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\�´���X�S�R�Q���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���Z�D�V���U�R�R�W�H�G���Q�R�W���M�X�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���R�I���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\�¶�V���D�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q�����E�X�W���D�O�V�R���L�Q��

the fear of the abolishment of continued black servility, in which blacks would no longer be 

�³�Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�´���D�V���V�H�U�Y�L�O�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V�����E�X�W���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���Zould become equal citizens who would 

�V�K�D�S�H���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���V�R�F�L�D�O���D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���W�U�D�M�H�F�W�R�U�\�����:�L�W�K���W�K�L�V���I�H�D�U���L�Q���P�L�Q�G�����Z�K�L�W�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V��

intended to enforce black servility even after emancipation.3    

The threat of continued servility was precisely what black Mississippians resisted during 

the Civil War and its immediate aftermath. Their behavior, however, was not always political in 

�W�H�U�P�V���R�I���H�[�S�O�L�F�L�W�����W�D�U�J�H�W�H�G���U�H�E�H�O�O�L�R�Q���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���D���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���V�W�D�W�H�����G�H�I�L�Q�H�G���D�V���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���³�F�O�D�L�P��

absolute authority within �W�K�H�L�U���E�R�U�G�H�U�V�´���D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���³�D���P�R�Q�R�S�R�O�\���R�Q���O�H�J�L�W�L�P�D�W�H���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�����W�K�H��

�G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���U�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G���Z�U�R�Q�J�����F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���R�I���W�K�H���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q���R�I���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�����D�Q�G�«�S�R�Z�H�U���R�Y�H�U���O�L�I�H���D�Q�G��

�G�H�D�W�K���´���0�F�&�X�U�U�\���D�U�J�X�H�V���W�K�D�W���E�\���U�H�V�L�V�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\���D�Q�G���D�L�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q�����V�O�D�Y�H�V���H�Q�J�D�J�H�G��

in political acts despite their exclusion from the official polity, and that these acts forced the 

�&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���V�W�D�W�H���W�R���³�F�R�Q�F�H�G�H���V�O�D�Y�H���P�H�Q�¶�V���P�H�P�E�H�U�V�K�L�S���L�Q���W�K�H���E�R�G�\���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�´���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���³�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K��

�D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�����W�R���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U���V�O�D�Y�H�V�¶���W�U�H�D�V�R�Q�R�X�V���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���Z�L�W�K���V�W�D�W�H���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���´���7�K�L�V���F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q��

                                                 
3 Eugene and Elizabeth Fox-Genovese, Fatal Self-Deception: Slaveholding Paternalism in the Old South 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011), 86; McCurry, Confederate Reckoning, 304; For more on the 
absolute authority of slaveholders, see James Oakes, Slavery and Freedom: An Interpretation of the Old South (New 
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1990), 4-8, and Peter Kolchin, American Slavery: 1619-1877 (New York: Hill and Wang, 
1993), 111-27; Elizabeth Duquette, Loyal Subjects: Bonds of Nation, Race and Allegiance in Nineteenth-Century 
America (Piscataway, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2010), 141-142, quotes on 142. 
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reveals how the Confederate government came to view slaves as threats to the state, but says less 

about what slaves thought about nationalism, and how they viewed their relationship to the 

state.4 Along with exploring slaves�¶���R�Z�Q���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����F�R�P�S�D�U�L�Q�J���K�R�Z���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���J�U�R�X�S�V���R�I���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q��

�Z�K�L�W�H�V���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�H�G���E�O�D�F�N�V�¶���Z�D�U�W�L�P�H���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���D�O�O�R�Z�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q�V���W�R���E�H�W�W�H�U���L�O�O�X�P�L�Q�D�W�H���V�O�D�Y�H�V�¶���Y�L�H�Z�V��

on these matters. Doing so highlights how whites upheld the ideal of black servile loyalty, and 

how b�O�D�F�N�V���W�U�L�H�G���W�R���H�V�F�D�S�H���I�U�R�P���L�W�����(�[�D�P�L�Q�L�Q�J���Z�K�L�W�H�V�¶���D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H�V���D�E�R�X�W���E�O�D�F�N�V�¶���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�O�V�R��

underscores that many white southerners did not, even after Confederate defeat, come to 

recognize slaves as political agents in the way whites understood the concept. Indeed, losing 

sight of the ways white southerners strove to maintain the racial hierarchy during, and after, the 

war runs the risk of severing the Confederacy from its historical moorings, thereby 

underemphasizing the threads of continuity that connected it both to the antebellum and the post-

war South. 

Agents of the Confederate government, using nationalist language while fighting a war 

�D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���V�W�D�W�H�����H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�H�G���V�O�D�Y�H�V�¶���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���D�V��disloyal to the nation. 

Mississippi slaveholders, however, labeled slaves as disloyal to their masters. Slaveholders 

therefore fought to maintain the racial hegemony that undergirded the Confederate cause, but the 

enforcement of which began at the local level.5 This distinction is critical because it reveals the 

�L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O���Z�D�U���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���V�O�D�Y�H�V���U�H�V�L�V�W�H�G���P�D�V�W�H�U�V�¶���U�R�O�H�V���D�V���L�Q�W�H�U�P�H�G�L�D�U�L�H�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H�P���D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H����

and masters defined slaves not as enemies of the state, but as enemies of the racial hierarchy. 

Slavehol�G�H�U�V�¶���L�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���V�O�D�Y�H�V���R�Z�H�G���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���V�R�O�H�O�\���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���P�D�V�W�H�U�V���R�I�W�H�Q���S�X�W���W�K�H��

                                                 
4 Paul Quigley, Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 1848-1865 (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2012), 5-6; McCurry, Confederate Reckoning, 306-�����������T�X�R�W�H�V���R�Q�������������R�Q���V�O�D�Y�H�V�¶���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���K�D�P�S�H�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
Confederate war effort, also see Armstead L. Robinson, Bitter Fruits of Bondage: The Demise of Slavery and the 
Collapse of the Confederacy, 1861-1865 (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2005), 37-58, 163-89, 272-
���������D�Q�G���-�R�V�H�S�K���7�����*�O�D�W�W�K�D�D�U�����³�%�O�D�F�N���*�O�R�U�\�����7�K�H���$�I�U�L�F�D�Q-American �5�R�O�H���L�Q���8�Q�L�R�Q���9�L�F�W�R�U�\���´���L�Q���*�D�E�R�U���6�����%�R�U�L�W�W�����H�G������
Why the Confederacy Lost (New York: Oxford University Press, 1992), 133-63.  
5 Christopher Waldrep, Roots of Disorder: Race and Criminal Justice in the American South, 1817-80 (Urbana: 
University of Illinois Press, 1998), 21-25.  
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Confederate government in conflict with planters when the latter groups argued that the state 

should limit its impressment of slave labor based on respect for private property rights. Indeed, 

�V�R���F�U�X�F�L�D�O���Z�D�V���W�K�H���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���R�I���E�O�D�F�N���V�H�U�Y�L�O�H���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���W�R���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���Z�K�L�W�H���P�D�V�W�H�U���F�O�D�V�V�����W�K�D�W���W�K�H�L�U��

struggle to maintain it outlasted the Confederacy upon which it was founded. After the Civil War 

ended, white Mississippians, faced with the specter of racial equality and fed by the pre-war 

desire to maintain local control, intimidated freed people in an attempt to reassert white racial 

mastery over blacks even with slavery abolished. In this respect, the brief period historians refer 

to a�V���³�3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���5�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�´���V�D�Z���D���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O���Z�D�U���W�K�D�W���E�O�D�F�N�V���D�Q�G���Z�K�L�W�H�V��

�Z�D�J�H�G���F�R�Q�F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���E�H�I�R�U�H�����D�Q�G���G�X�U�L�Q�J�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H��

Confederacy. Although the Confederacy lost its bid for national independence, the war between 

blacks and whites over African-American servility continued, and directly shaped the trajectory 

�R�I���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���V�R�F�L�R-economic and political culture well into the twentieth century.6 

In light of �V�O�D�Y�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V�¶���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�V���W�R���X�S�K�R�O�G���W�K�H���U�Dcial hierarchy, b�O�D�F�N���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�D�Q�V�¶��

saw freedom in terms that went beyond mere loyalty or disloyalty to a political state. In addition 

to macro loyalty to a nation, freedom for blacks meant the ability to openly and without coercion 

act on micro loyalties to self, family and community, thereby constructing lives as autonomous 

individuals unmolested by white authority, regardless of whether or not their behavior was 

sanctioned or condemned by a state. This is not to say that black Mississippians did not 

                                                 
6 On the importance whites continued to place on black submission after the Civil War in Mississippi and the South 
in general, see Vernon Lane Wharton, The Negro in Mississippi, 1865-1890 (1947, Repr., New York: Harper & 
Row, 1965), 80-96, 140-142; William C. Harris, Presidential Reconstruction in Mississippi (Baton Rouge: 
Louisiana State University Press, 1967), 79-140; Michael Perman, Reunion Without Compromise: The South and 
Reconstruction, 1865-1868 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1973), 77-80, 90-���������-�D�P�H�V���7�����&�X�U�U�L�H�����³�)�U�R�P��
�6�O�D�Y�H�U�\���W�R���)�U�H�H�G�R�P���L�Q���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V���/�H�J�D�O���6�\�V�W�H�P���´��Journal of Negro History 2 (Spring, 1980): 112-125; Ronald 
L.F. Davis, Good and Faithful Labor: From Slavery to Sharecropping in the Natchez District, 1860-1890 (Westport, 
CT: Greenwood Press, 1982), 1-19; Edward J. Blum, Reforging the White Republic: Race, Religion, and American 
Nationalism, 1865-1898 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2005), 3-7; Bruce Levine, Confederate 
Emancipation: Southern Plans to Free and Arm Slaves during the Civil War (New York: Oxford University Press, 
2006), 155-164. 
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understand the connection between their freedom and the nation-state. Even before the Union 

army entered Mississippi, as George Sargent discovered, slaves knew of Lincoln and believed 

that his election portended their liberation. They viewed Union invasion as an attack on slavery, 

and believed the Federal presence legitimized the claiming of their own freedom. Yet, their 

conceptions of freedom did not always reflect a distinctly nationalist inclination to ingratiate 

themselves to a U.S. government that often refused to fully acknowledge their desires. Nor did 

black Mississippians embrace a singular, broad collective goal in terms of what they expected to 

gain from being free.  

Identifying what southern blacks wanted from their lived experience of freedom after 

emancipation has been a major focus of Civil War and Reconstruction scholarship. Historians 

like Steven Hahn, Enrico dal Lago, Julie Saville, and others view southern slaves as the most 

�F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���F�O�D�V�V�����7�K�H�\���D�U�J�X�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�U�R�X�Jh their rebellion during 

the Civil War, slaves began developing a corporate identity as a landless peasantry. After 

emancipation, this collective identity coalesced into a shared vision of blacks as a rural 

proletariat, for whom freedom was tied to the right to own and work their land. This collective 

�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���F�O�D�V�V���S�H�D�V�D�Q�W�����L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\�����+�D�K�Q���Z�U�L�W�H�V�����I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H�G���E�O�D�F�N�V�¶���³�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���U�H�G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���´���W�K�U�R�X�J�K��

�Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H�\���V�R�X�J�K�W���W�R���I�R�U�J�H���D���E�O�D�F�N���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���³�H�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q�L�V�P����

separatism, self-h�H�O�S�����D�Q�G���U�D�F�L�D�O���V�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�W�\�´���Z�K�L�O�H���D�O�V�R���H�P�E�U�D�F�L�Q�J���O�L�E�H�U�D�O���L�G�H�D�V���R�I���F�L�Y�L�F���D�Q�G���V�R�F�L�D�O��

equality.7 These and other scholars emphasize in post-emancipation southern blacks a shared 

                                                 
7 Steven Hahn, A Nation Under our Feet: Black Political Struggles in the Rural South from Slavery to the Great 
Migration (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2003), 10, 33, 41-26, 61, 47, 64, 114, 6, quotes on 114, 6; The 
Political Worlds of Slavery and Freedom (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2009), 55-115;Enrico dal Lago, 
�³�6�W�D�W�H�V���R�I���5�H�E�H�O�O�L�R�Q�´�����&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U�����5�X�U�D�O�����8�Q�U�H�V�W�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���$�J�U�D�U�L�D�Q���4�X�H�V�W�L�Rn in the American South and the Italian 
Mezzogiorno, 1861-�����������´��Comparative Studies in Society and History 47 (April, 2005): 404, 412-13, 420; Julie 
Saville, The Work of Reconstruction: From Slave to Wage Laborer in South Carolina, 1860-1870 (New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 1996), 4; other scholars who identify post-Civil War blacks as a rural proletariat 
include W.E.B. Du Bois, Black Reconstruction in America, 1860-1880 (1935, Repr., New York: Frank Cass & Co., 
1966), 381-487; Barbara J. Fields, Slavery and Freedom on the Middle Ground: Maryland During the Nineteenth 
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class consciousness as a rural proletariat, which informed their conceptions that freedom meant 

the right to own and collectively work southern lands. In tying freedom to land ownership, 

however, rural slaves ensured that even when emancipated, they could not achieve the status of 

free landed peasantry unless the Union government redis�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���S�O�D�Q�W�H�U�V�¶���O�D�Q�G�V�����D���V�W�H�S���W�K�D�W��

government was not prepared to take. 

Other scholars accept the existence of a collective, African-American working class 

identity, but also identify a parallel goal that blacks embraced within the realm of formal politics, 

in which they demanded equal citizenship rights in exchange for their loyalty to the American 

�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����(�U�L�F���)�R�Q�H�U���Z�U�L�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���³�K�D�Y�L�Q�J���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���I�U�H�H�G�R�P���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D�Q���X�Q�S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O�H�G���H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H���R�I��

�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�R�Z�H�U�«�$�I�U�L�F�D�Q-Americans identified fully with the new nation-�V�W�D�W�H���´���(�F�K�R�L�Q�J���)�R�Q�H�U����

Leon Litwack notes how participants at post-war southern black freedom conventions identified 

�D���³�K�L�J�K�H�U���O�R�\�D�O�W�\�´���W�R���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���V�W�D�W�H�����D�U�J�X�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H���W�K�H�\���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�H�G���W�R���W�K�H��

nation, the Federal government, and the Constitution took precedence over any regional 

�L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���´8 �%�O�D�F�N�V�¶���G�H�V�L�U�H���I�R�U���O�D�Q�G�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����Z�H�Q�W���K�D�Q�G-in-hand with their desire for 

political equality, because both goals symbolized freedom. Thus, scholars like Joel Williamson 

and John Spiller assert that southern blacks wanted families, farms, schools, full citizenship, and 

equal rights.9 In other words, in �H�P�D�Q�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V wake, blacks wanted multiple things, each of 

which reflected different aspects of freedom on a day-to-day basis. While often agreeing that 

                                                                                                                                                             
Century (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1985), 190-91; Gerald David Jaynes, Branches Without Roots: Genesis 
of the Black Working Class in the American South, 1862-1882 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1986), 158-91; 
Joseph P. Reidy, From Slavery to Agrarian Capitalism in the Cotton Plantation South: Central Georgia, 1800-1880 
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1992), 13, 136-242; John C. Rodrigue, Reconstruction in the Cane 
�)�L�H�O�G�V�����)�U�R�P���6�O�D�Y�H�U�\���W�R���)�U�H�H���/�D�E�R�U���L�Q���/�R�X�L�V�L�D�Q�D�¶�V���6�X�J�D�U���3�D�U�L�V�K�H�V������������-1880 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State 
University Press, 2001) 1-8. 
8 Eric Foner, The Story of American Freedom (New York: W.W. Norton, 1998), 101-102, quote on 102; see also 
�5�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V���8�Q�I�L�Q�L�V�K�H�G���5�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q������������-1877 (New York: Harper & Row, 1988), 102-119; Leon F. 
Litwack, Been in the Storm so Long: The Aftermath of Slavery (New York: Alfred A Knopf, 1979), 517. 
9 Joel Williamson, A Race for Order: Black-White Relations in the American South Since Emancipation (New York: 
�2�[�I�R�U�G���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���3�U�H�V�V���������������������������-�R�K�Q���6�S�L�O�O�H�U�����³�$�I�U�L�F�D�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V���$�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U���´��History Review 65 
(Dec., 2009): 38. 
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African Americans wanted land and political equality, different historians have emphasized one 

or the other, depending on whether they focus on rural blacks or property-holding, urban blacks. 

These differences in emphasis on what blacks wanted, however, indirectly reflect how they 

wanted many things, which scholars have overlooked in efforts to identify a collective African-

American identity. Eschewing attempts to locate a collective slave identity allows historians to, 

per Alex Lichtenstein�¶s suggestion�����³�O�L�Q�N���W�K�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���H�P�D�Q�F�L�S�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��

larger structural constraints that shaped the world in which they struggled to make freedom 

�P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�I�X�O���´10 

The racial hierarchy was the largest of all these constraints. In Civil War Mississippi, 

slaves shared a mutual desire to escape white racial dominance. In this sense, race was a 

�³�X�Q�L�I�\�L�Q�J���L�G�H�D�O�´���I�R�U���V�O�D�Y�H�V�����W�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W���R�I���Z�K�D�W���0�L�F�K�D�H�O���*�R�P�H�]���F�D�O�O�V���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D��

�³�F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H���V�H�O�I���S�H�U�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���$�I�U�L�F�D�Q-based �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���´���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���V�O�D�Y�H�V���G�H�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���W�K�H��

disparate cultures of their African ethnic backgrounds and embraced an African American 

identity. This transformation grew out of a process in which slaves, recognizing that whites 

viewed blacks as chattel, responded by constructing an identity based on their shared 

membership in a group whose black skin made their interests diametrically opposed to the 

interests of their white-skinned masters.11 Although slaves embraced a collective identity in 

terms of their shared opposition to a racial hierarchy that equated blackness with servility, once 

they escaped white mastery, they embraced multiple conceptions of freedom as a lived 

experience. For black Mississippians, loyalty layers served as both the means and the ends in 

their quest to achieve and live out free existences. Because slaveholders forced servile loyalty 

                                                 
10 �$�O�H�[���/�L�F�K�W�H�Q�V�W�H�L�Q�����³�:�D�V���W�K�H���(�P�D�Q�F�L�S�D�W�H�G���6�O�D�Y�H���D���3�U�R�O�H�W�D�U�L�D�Q�"�´��Reviews in American History 26, The Challenge 
of American History (Mar., 1998): 135.    
11 Michael A. Gomez, Exchanging our Country Marks: The Transformation of African Identities in the Colonial and 
Antebellum South (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1998), 219-20. 
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onto blacks during slavery, the ability to openly hold other allegiances, to self, family, 

community, and nation held a special significance for them, since, unlike whites, their existence 

as chattel in theory meant that they could hold no allegiances other than to their masters. 

�%�O�D�F�N�V�¶���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���D�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H�V���Z�H�U�H���I�R�U�J�H�G���L�Q���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\���D�Q�G���F�D�U�U�L�H�G���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K��

secession and war to influence how they envisioned freedom. Enslaved African Americans 

�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F���D�U�U�D�Q�J�H�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���N�L�Q���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V���W�K�D�W���³�Q�X�U�W�X�U�H�G���D���Q�H�Z���$�I�U�R-American 

�F�X�O�W�X�U�H�´���D�Q�G���³�I�R�U�P�H�G���W�K�H���V�R�F�L�D�O���E�D�V�L�V���R�I���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J���$�I�U�R-American communities, which 

�S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���V�O�D�Y�H�V���W�R���G�H�D�O���Z�L�W�K���O�H�J�D�O���I�U�H�H�G�R�P���´���)�D�P�Lly networks provided slaves with 

companionship, and functioned as a survival mechanism through the forging of personal 

attachments that bound individuals together, creating strong identities through shared loyalties. 

Beyond the family, slave neighborhoods, encompassing the terrain of enjoining plantations, gave 

slaves the opportunity to develop inter personal relations at communal functions. The very 

�H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���P�L�F�U�R���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V���W�R���V�H�O�I�����I�D�P�L�O�\�����D�Q�G���D�F�T�X�D�L�Q�W�D�Q�F�H�V���X�Q�G�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���Z�K�L�W�H�V�¶���F�O�D�L�P�V��

that, as servants, blacks were to be loyal to their masters alone. Family and neighborhood 

networks created not one black identity, but multiple individual identities, forged through 

�L�Q�W�H�U�S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�P�R�Q�J���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���S�H�R�S�O�H�����'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V��slaves used 

the lines of communication and personal relationships formed in neighborhoods to discern the 

�Z�D�U�¶�V���D�L�P�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�V�S�H�F�W�����F�R�Q�W�H�V�W���Z�K�L�W�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\�����D�Q�G���F�K�D�U�W���S�D�W�K�V���W�R���I�U�H�H�G�R�P��12  

Recognizing why slaves in Civil War Mississippi sought to act on multiple loyalties 

�D�O�O�R�Z�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q�V���W�R�����S�H�U���:�D�O�W�H�U���-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q�¶�V���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�L�R�Q�����P�R�Y�H���E�H�\�R�Q�G���Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\���V�O�D�Y�H��

                                                 
12 Herbert Gutman, The Black Family in Slavery and Freedom, 1750-1925 (New York: Pantheon, 1976), 3, 8; John 
Blassingame, The Slave Community: Plantation Life in the Antebellum South (1972, Repr., New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1979), 149-191; Anthony E. Kay, Joining Places: Slave Neighborhoods in the Old South (Chapel 
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2007), 4, 179. 
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�D�J�H�Q�F�\���D�V���³�W�K�H���D�Q�W�L�G�R�W�H���W�R���W�K�H���L�Q�G�L�J�Q�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���´13 This is not to deny the tradition of 

slave resistance, which historians have exhaustively documented.14 Johnson, however, cautions 

�D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���H�T�X�D�W�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�U�\���D�V�S�H�F�W���R�I���V�O�D�Y�H�V�¶���O�L�Y�H�V�����V�X�F�K���D�V���I�D�P�L�O�\���I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����Z�L�W�K���U�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���W�R��

slavery itself, because doing so reduces them to mere reflections of their servile condition. 

Instead, he suggests that his�W�R�U�L�D�Q�V���Y�L�H�Z���V�O�D�Y�H�V�¶���L�G�H�D�V���D�Q�G���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�V���³�K�H�G�J�H�G���L�Q�����O�L�P�L�W�H�G�����D�Q�G��

�V�K�D�S�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���H�Q�V�O�D�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���´���E�X�W���D�O�V�R���³�L�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W�O�\���W�U�D�Q�V�F�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���± 

productive of new, creative, vibrant, and sustaining forms of human being, commonality, and, 

ul�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�����V�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�W�\���´���7�D�N�L�Q�J���-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q�¶�V���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q�W�R���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���K�H�O�S�V���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q���K�R�Z���V�O�D�Y�H�V�¶��

�I�R�U�J�L�Q�J���R�I���P�L�F�U�R���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���D�Q�W�H�E�H�O�O�X�P���S�H�U�L�R�G���P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G���W�K�H�P���W�R���U�H�V�L�V�W���W�K�H���P�D�V�W�H�U���F�O�D�V�V�¶��

authority during the Civil War. Black Mississippians resisted based on the premise that these 

bonds would undergird lives in freedom, unfettered from the racial hierarchy that had previously 

�³�K�H�G�J�H�G���L�Q�����O�L�P�L�W�H�G�����D�Q�G���V�K�D�S�H�G�´���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�V���D�V���V�O�D�Y�H�V�����6�O�D�Y�H�V�¶���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���O�D�\�H�U�V�����W�K�H�Q�����G�L�G���Q�R�W��

                                                 
13 �:�D�O�W�H�U���-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q�����³�$�J�H�Q�F�\�����$���*�K�R�V�W���6�W�R�U�\���´���L�Q���5�L�F�K�D�U�G���)�R�O�O�H�W�W�����(�U�L�F���)�R�Q�H�U�����D�Q�G���:�D�O�W�H�U���-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q�����6�O�D�Y�H�U�\�¶�V���*�K�Rst: 
The Problem of Freedom in the Age of Emancipation (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2011), 28. 
14 On slave resistance in the South, see Herbert Aptheker, American Negro Slave Revolts (1943, repr., New York: 
International Publishers, 1993); Gerald W. Mullin, Flight and Rebellion: Slave Resistance in Eighteenth-Century 
Virginia (New York: Oxford University Press, 1974); Peter H. Wood, Black Majority: Negroes in Colonial South 
Carolina from 1670 Through the Stono Rebellion (New York: W.W. Norton, 1974); Eugene D. Genovese, Roll, 
Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made (New York: Pantheon, 1974); Leslie Howard Owens, This Species of 
Property: Slave Life and Culture in the Old South (New York: Oxford University Press, 1976); Vincent Harding, 
There is A River: The Black Struggle for Freedom in America (New York: Harcourt Brace & Company, 1981); 
Deborah Gray White, �$�U�¶�Q�¶�W���,���D���:�R�P�D�Q�"�����)�H�P�D�O�H���6�O�D�Y�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���3�O�D�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���6�R�X�W�K (New York: W.W. Norton, 1985); 
�-�D�P�H�V���2�D�N�H�V�����³�7�K�H���3�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���6�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���6�O�D�Y�H���5�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���´��History Workshop 22, Special American Issue 
(Autumn, 1986):89-107; Sylvia R. Frey, Water from the Rock: Black Resistance in a Revolutionary Age (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1991); Michael Mullin, Africa in America: Slave Acculturation and Resistance in the 
American South and the British Caribbean, 1736-1831 (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1992); Phillip D. 
Morgan, Slave Counterpoint: Black Culture in the Eighteenth-Century Chesapeake and Lowcountry (Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 1998); John Hope Franklin and Loren Schweninger, Runaway Slaves: Rebels on 
the Plantation (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999); William A. Link, Roots of Secession: Slavery and 
Politics in Antebellum Virginia (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2003); Stephanie M.H. Camp, 
Closer to Freedom: Enslaved Women & Everyday Resistance in the Plantation South (Chapel Hill: University of 
North Carolina Press, 2004); Albert J. Raboteau, �6�O�D�Y�H���5�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���³�,�Q�Y�L�V�L�E�O�H���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�´ in the Antebellum South 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2004); Jason R. Young, Rituals of Resistance: African Atlantic Religion in 
Kongo and the Lowcountry South in the Era of Slavery (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2007); 
Gabor S. Boritt and Scott Hancock, eds., Slavery, Resistance, Freedom (New York: Oxford University Press, 2007); 
Peter Charles Hoffer, Cry Liberty: The Great Stono River Slave Rebellion of 1739 (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2010); Larry Eugene Rivers, Rebels and Runaways: Slave Resistance in Nineteenth-Century Florida (Urbana: 
University of Illinois Press, 2012).           
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intrinsically constitute resistance, rather, they facilitated it. These attachments sustained black 

identities under slavery, and enabled blacks to envision the different ways they would experience 

freedom during the war and its aftermath.15 

Understanding how multiple allegiances drove blacks to resist white authority during the 

Civil War requires an awareness of how the master-slave relationship facilitated such 

�D�W�W�D�F�K�P�H�Q�W�V���D�P�R�Q�J���V�O�D�Y�H�V�����Z�K�L�O�H���V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V�O�\���U�H�L�Q�I�R�U�F�L�Q�J���P�D�V�W�H�U�V�¶���V�X�S�U�H�P�D�F�\�����&�K�U�L�V�W�R�S�K�H�U��

Morris recommends studying this relationship through the lens of articulation theory, in which a 

dominant group with specific interests (slaveholders), tries to make another group (slaves) carry 

out those interests. Through the articulation process, separate interests indirectly converged, 

resulting in benefits to masters and servants, but without overturning the dominance of the 

master class. Although slaves gained mutual support and love from marriage, masters sanctioned 

slave marriages on the basis that they mitigated temptations to abscond and encouraged steady 

�Z�R�U�N���D�Q�G���G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���P�X�W�X�D�O���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\�����6�O�D�Y�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V�¶ permitting slaves to keep personal 

garden plots provided slaves with a measure of independence, but masters viewed garden plots 

as a cost-neutral way of supplementing slave diets. Mast�H�U�V�¶���V�D�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���V�O�D�Y�H���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\��

�R�Z�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���J�D�Y�H���V�O�D�Y�H�V���D���P�H�D�V�X�U�H���R�I���D�X�W�R�Q�R�P�\�����E�X�W���D�O�V�R���I�R�V�W�H�U�H�G���G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�H�����O�H�V�V�H�Q�L�Q�J���V�O�D�Y�H�V�¶��

penchant for rebellion. Slaveholders allowed slaves to hire themselves out, providing servants 

with a form of semi-freedom via property-ownership and distance from their owners, but they 

�D�O�V�R���S�R�F�N�H�W�H�G���D���S�R�U�W�L�R�Q���R�I���V�O�D�Y�H�V�¶���H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�V��16 �7�K�X�V�����V�O�D�Y�H�V���G�H�U�L�Y�H�G���V�R�P�H���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W�V���I�U�R�P���P�D�V�W�H�U�V�¶��

�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����E�X�W���W�K�L�V���U�H�V�X�O�W�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�O�D�Y�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V�¶���D�F�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���V�H�O�I-interest. Likewise, 

                                                 
15 �:�D�O�W�H�U���-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q�����³�2�Q���$�J�H�Q�F�\���´��Journal of Social History 37, Special Issue (Autumn, 2003): 115-16. 
16 �&�K�U�L�V�W�R�S�K�H�U���0�R�U�U�L�V�����³�7�K�H���$�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I��Two Worlds: The Master-�6�O�D�Y�H���5�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���5�H�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���´��Journal of 
American History 85 (Dec., 1998): 982-85; Kay, Slave Neighborhoods, 62, 136; Blassingmane, The Slave 
Community, 151-53; Loren Schweninger, Black Property Owners in the South, 1790-1915 (Urbana: University of 
Illinois Press, 1990), 31-2, 54-6, 36; Jonathan D. Martin, Divided Mastery: Slave Hiring in the American South 
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2007), 72-138; L. Diane Barnes, Artisan Workers in the Upper South: 
Petersburg, Virginia, 1820-1865 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2009), 4-5.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
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masters �E�H�Q�H�I�L�W�W�H�G���I�U�R�P���V�O�D�Y�H�V�¶���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���J�U�D�Q�W�L�Q�J���R�I���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���I�U�H�H�G�R�P�V�����E�X�W���W�K�L�V��

was because slaves acted in their �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V�����Q�R�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�\���D�F�T�X�L�H�V�F�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���P�D�V�W�H�U�¶�V���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R��

maintain dominance. 

Articulation, then, necessarily fostered personal attachments within slave families and 

�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�����E�X�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�V�H���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V���H�P�H�U�J�H�G���L�Q���S�D�U�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���V�O�D�Y�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V�¶���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R���X�S�K�R�O�G��

the racial hierarchy, the articulation process within the master-slave relationship often resulted in 

conflict between t�K�H���W�Z�R���S�D�U�W�L�H�V�����%�R�W�K���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G���D���P�H�D�V�X�U�H���R�I���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���R�Y�H�U���V�O�D�Y�H�V�¶���O�L�Y�H�V�����E�X�W���E�R�W�K��

wanted total control. Morris notes, however, that total control eluded both parties because the 

�³�S�H�U�L�R�G�L�F���F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���P�D�V�W�H�U�V���D�Q�G���V�O�D�Y�H�V�´���D�W�W�D�F�N�H�G���W�K�H���S�R�Z�H�U���R�I��individual 

masters, but the personal nature of such conflict prevented it from escalating into the kind of 

organized uprisings that would have struck at the system of slavery itself, which bolstered 

articulation.17 In Mississippi, the Civil War changed this status quo by providing the means 

through which slaves contested the racial hierarchy in numerous individual ways that taken 

together, constituted a broader collective assault on the slave system. Faced with escaping the 

ideology of forced servile loyalty that underlay slavery, slaves did not try to reverse the racial 

hierarchy, rather, they tried to escape from it. They took advantage of the wartime circumstances 

�W�R���X�Q�G�H�U�P�L�Q�H���W�K�H���P�D�V�W�H�U���F�O�D�V�V�¶���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�L�F�U�R���O�R�\�D�O�W�L�H�V���W�K�H�\���K�D�G���I�R�U�J�H�G���X�Q�G�H�U���V�O�D�Y�Hry 

�Q�X�U�W�X�U�H�G���D�Q�G���V�K�D�S�H�G���W�K�H���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���I�U�H�H�G�R�P���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���I�R�U�P�X�O�D�W�H�G�����0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�¶�V��

slaves, therefore, demonstrated solidarity in their resistance to servile loyalty, but multiplicity in 

their preferred ways of experiencing the freedom that such resistance brought. 

�:�K�H�Q���V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���Z�D�U���H�U�X�S�W�H�G���L�Q���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L�����Z�K�L�W�H�V�¶���I�H�D�U�V���R�I���V�H�U�Y�L�O�H���G�L�V�O�R�\�D�O�W�\��

heightened. The state had seceded and joined the Confederacy to protect slavery from perceived 

Northern threats, but white Mississippians understood that slaves themselves posed an internal 
                                                 
17 �0�R�U�U�L�V�����³�7�K�H���$�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���7�Z�R���:�R�U�O�G�V���´������������ 
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threat to the institution and the racial hierarchy that bolstered it. Fears of slave insurrections, a 

perennial concern of white Mississippians, spiked during the secession crisis. Confederate 

authorities identified several planned rebellions, but none materialized on the scale whites 

alleged. Cautioning scholars against accepting such claims at face value, Phillip Morgan notes 

�W�K�D�W���L�Q�V�X�U�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q���S�D�Q�L�F�V���³�S�R�L�Q�W���P�R�U�H���W�R���V�H�Y�H�U�H���V�W�U�D�L�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�K�L�W�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���W�K�D�Q���W�R���L�Qcipient 

black rebellions, thereby revealing as much �± if not more �± about white perceptions as black 

�E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���´���:�D�O�W�H�U���-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q���Q�R�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���³�L�P�D�J�H�U�\���R�I���G�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�´���W�K�D�W���Z�K�L�W�H�V���V�R���R�I�W�H�Q���L�Q�Y�R�N�H�G��

when discussing �S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���V�O�D�Y�H���U�H�Y�R�O�W�V���U�H�Y�H�D�O�H�G���W�K�H���³�V�H�Q�V�H���R�I �W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�´���D�V���W�K�H��

dominant party in the master-slave relationship. Indeed, for white Mississippians, fears of slave 

uprisings not only threatened physical danger, but also reversal of the racial hierarchy, wherein 

slaves appropriated physical coercion to dominate their masters.18 

The most well known cases of alleged insurrection occurred in Adams County in 1861. 

That summer, white vigilance committees arrested, tortured, and executed dozens of slaves in 

Natchez and the nearby Second Creek plantations for supposedly plotting to burn the city down, 

murder white men, and ravage white women. In late September 1861, Adams County resident 

�/�R�X�L�V�D���/�R�Y�H�O�O���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���K�R�Z���Y�L�J�L�O�D�Q�F�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�V���D�Q�G���K�R�P�H���J�X�D�U�G�V���Z�H�U�H���³�F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�O�\���R�Q���W�K�H��

alert arresting and confining suspected individuals �± many around us have been found guilty and 

�K�X�Q�J���´���/�R�Y�H�O�O���H�Y�H�Q���K�D�G���V�H�Q�W�L�Q�H�O�V���S�R�V�W�H�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G���K�H�U���K�R�P�H�����³�,�W���L�V���L�Q�G�H�H�G���D���W�X�P�X�O�W�X�R�X�V���W�L�P�H���´���V�K�H��

�F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�����³�Q�R���R�Q�H���L�V���V�D�I�H���´���%�\���2�F�W�R�E�H�U�����Q�H�Z�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�O�R�W���K�D�G���V�S�U�H�D�G���V�R�X�W�K���W�R���:�L�O�N�L�Q�Von County. 

                                                 
18 George M. Fredrickson, The Black Image in the White Mind: The Debate on Afro-American Character and 
Destiny, 1817-1914 (1971, Repr., Middletown, CT: Wesleyan University Press, 1987), 52-53; Franklin and 
Schweninger, Runaway Slaves, 11-���������/�D�X�U�H�Q�F�H���6�K�R�U�H�����³�0�D�N�Lng Mississippi Safe for Slavery: The Insurrectionary 
�3�D�Q�L�F���R�I�������������´���L�Q���2�U�Y�L�O�O�H���%�X�U�W�R�Q���D�Q�G���5�R�E�H�U�W���0�F�0�D�W�K�����-�U�����H�G�V������Class, Conflict and Consensus: Antebellum Southern 
Community Studies (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1982), 96-�����������+�H�U�E�H�U�W���$�S�W�K�H�N�H�U�����³�1�R�W�H�V on Slave 
�&�R�Q�V�S�L�U�D�F�L�H�V���L�Q���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�W�H���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���´��Journal of Negro History 29 (Jan., 1944): 75-79; Phillip D. Morgan, 
�³�&�R�Q�V�S�L�U�D�F�\���6�F�D�U�H�V���´��William And Mary Quarterly, Third Series, 59 (Jan., 2002): 166; Donald E. Reynolds, Texas 
Terror: The Slave Insurrection Panic of 1860 and the Secession of the Lower South (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State 
University Press, 2007), 1-���������:�D�O�W�H�U���-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q�����³�7�K�H���)�X�W�X�U�H���6�W�R�U�H���´���L�Q���:�D�O�W�H�U���-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q�����H�G������The Chattel Principle: 
Internal Slave Trades in the Americas (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2004), 6-7.  
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�:�R�R�G�Y�L�O�O�H���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���6�R�S�K�L�D���+�X�Q�W���+�X�J�K�H�V���W�R�O�G���K�H�U���V�L�V�W�H�U���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K��

quite a formidable insurrection in Adams County, near Natchez, 40 miles from here, 27 have 

�E�H�H�Q���K�X�Q�J�«�L�W���L�V���N�H�S�W���Y�H�U�\���V�W�L�O�O���Q�R�W���W�R���E�H���L�Q���W�K�H���S�D�S�H�U�V�����W�K�H���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���V�W�L�O�O���J�R�L�Q�J���R�Q���´���7�K�D�W��

the investigations resulted in confessions elicited through torture, combined with the already 

�O�L�P�L�W�H�G���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���I�R�U���W�K�H�V�H���³�S�O�R�W�V���´���Z�K�L�F�K���F�D�P�H���I�U�R�P���Z�K�L�W�H���L�Q�T�X�L�V�L�W�R�U�V�¶���U�H�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�V���R�I���W�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W�V����

has led historians to debate whether the Adams County conspiracies were real, or products of 

white delusions.19 

Even though insurrection panics likely reflected white fears as opposed to black actions, 

they continued to erupt throughout the course of the Civil War in Mississippi. In January 1861, 

Jackson resident H.N. Boyd informed her cousin that �³�Where were 2 negroes to be hung here 

Friday���´���R�Q�H���I�R�U���N�L�O�O�L�Q�J���K�L�V���R�Y�H�U�V�H�H�U�����D�Q�G���R�Q�H���I�R�U���V�W�H�D�O�L�Q�J�����0�D�Q�\���F�D�P�H���W�R �³witness the execution���´��

In early August of that year, with most of the white men gone into the army, Ophelia Howe of 

�+�D�U�U�L�V�R�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\���I�H�D�U�H�G���D�Q���X�S�U�L�V�L�Q�J���E�\���X�Q�J�X�D�U�G�H�G���V�O�D�Y�H�V�����³�,���W�K�L�Q�N���D���K�R�P�H���J�X�D�U�G���L�V���M�X�V�W���D�V��

�H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O���D�V���D���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���R�Q�H���´���V�K�H���Z�U�R�W�H���W�R���K�H�U���V�L�V�W�H�U�����³�W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D�Q���L�P�P�H�Q�V�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���Q�H�J�U�R�H�V���L�Q��

Harrison county and this parish and I think for the safety of the country, their masters should by 

�D�O�O���P�H�D�Q�V���V�W�D�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�P���´���,�Q���O�D�W�H���$�S�U�L�O���R�I���W�K�D�W���P�R�Q�W�K�����D���7�L�S�S�D�K���&�R�X�Q�W�\���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���Z�D�U�Q�H�G���3�H�W�W�X�V��

�R�I���³�W�K�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�I���D�Q���L�Q�V�X�U�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���E�O�D�F�N���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�´���Z�K�R���S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G���W�R���S�R�L�V�R�Q���D�Q�G���D�W�Wack 

local whites. In June 1861, John Kirkland told his daughter that the slaves were working 

�³�V�P�R�R�W�K�O�\���´���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���K�D�G���³�Q�H�Y�H�U���V�H�H�Q���Q�H�J�U�R�H�V���P�R�U�H���R�E�H�G�L�H�Q�W�´���R�U���³�E�H�W�W�H�U���V�D�W�L�V�I�L�H�G���´���+�H��

attributed this supposed harmony to local whites who treated slaves as mil�G�O�\���³�D�V���F�D�Q���E�H���G�R�Q�H��

                                                 
19 Louisa T. Lovell to Joseph Lovell, September 29, 1861, Quitman Family Papers, 1784-1978, folder 107, ser. 1.2, 
00616, Southern Historical Collection, Wilson Library, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill (hereafter cited as 
SHC); Sophia Hughes Hunt to Jennie Hughes, October 15, 1861, Hughes Family Papers, 1790-1910, folder 17, 
02779, SHC; For differing interpretations of the Adams County conspiracies, see Winthrop D. Jordan, Tumult and 
Silence at Second Creek: An Inquiry into a Civil War Slave Conspiracy (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University 
�3�U�H�V�V�����������������D�Q�G���-�X�V�W�L�Q���%�H�K�U�H�Q�G�����³�5�H�E�H�O�O�L�R�X�V���7�D�O�N���D�Q�G���&�R�Q�V�S�L�U�D�W�R�U�L�D�O���3�O�R�W�V�� The Making of a Slave Insurrection in 
�&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U���1�D�W�F�K�H�]���´��Journal of Southern History 77 (Feb., 2011): 17-52. 
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�F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���P�D�V�W�H�U���D�Q�G���V�O�D�Y�H���´���1�R�Q�H�W�K�H�O�H�V�V�����.�L�U�N�O�D�Q�G���U�H�Y�H�D�O�H�G���W�K�H��

�X�Q�G�H�U�O�\�L�Q�J���I�H�D�U���L�Q�K�H�U�H�Q�W���L�Q���V�X�F�K���D���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���E�\���D�G�G�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W�����³�W�K�H���S�D�W�U�R�O�O���>�V�L�F�@���D�U�H���Y�H�U�\���V�W�U�L�F�W���D�Q�G��

�D�U�H���R�X�W�������R�U�������W�L�P�H�V���D���Z�H�H�N���´���:�K�L�W�H�V���F�R�X�O�G��not afford to be too careful even when slaves 

�D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G���W�R���E�H���³�V�D�W�L�V�I�L�H�G���´20 

�,�Q���-�X�O�\���������������*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���&���+�����'�D�K�O�J�U�H�Q���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���Z�L�O�G�H�V�W���V�W�D�W�H���R�I���F�R�Q�I�X�V�L�R�Q�´��

�H�[�L�V�W�H�G���L�Q���<�D�]�R�R���D�Q�G���+�R�O�P�H�V���&�R�X�Q�W�\���³�U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H���W�R���W�K�H���Q�H�J�U�R���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���´���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���Z�K�L�W�H��

populat�L�R�Q�V���I�H�D�U���D�Q���L�Q�V�X�U�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q���´���'�D�K�O�J�U�H�Q���Z�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���³�Y�L�J�L�O�D�Q�F�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H���W�K�H��

people at home, otherwise the negroes will go to the Yankees, and perhaps do damage at 

�K�R�P�H���´21 �,�Q���W�K�H�V�H���F�D�V�H�V�����W�K�H���³�G�D�P�D�J�H�´���W�K�D�W���V�O�D�Y�H�V���P�L�J�K�W���G�R���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�D�O�O�\���U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���W�R���S�Hrsonal, 

bodily attacks against whites. Such attacks epitomized the direct reversal of the master-slave 

relationship, since maintaining the racial hierarchy rested on the threat of coercive violence 

through the lash or other means. Violent resistance by slaves was the ultimate form of servile 

disloyalty. 

�7�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���D�O�V�R���P�D�G�H���L�W���F�O�H�D�U���W�K�D�W���V�O�D�Y�H���U�H�Y�R�O�W�V���V�L�J�Q�D�O�H�G���W�K�H���U�H�Y�H�U�V�D�O���R�I���W�K�H��

racial hierarchy. In his November 3, 1863, address to the state legislature, Governor John Pettus 

warned that the Union army was using enlisting slaves �D�V���³�W�R�R�O�V���R�I���R�X�U���V�X�E�M�X�J�D�W�L�R�Q���´���D�Q�G��

described how �³marauding bands of these freed negroes�´���Z�H�U�H���³�G�H�V�R�O�D�W�L�Q�J�´���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L��

�Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�K�R�R�G�V���D�Q�G���P�X�U�G�H�U�L�Q�J���Z�K�L�W�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���³�D�W���W�K�H�L�U���K�R�P�H�V���´ �3�H�W�W�X�V�¶���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�R�U�����&�K�D�U�O�H�V���&�O�D�U�N����
                                                 
20 N.H. Boyd to Edora Hobbs, January 13, 1861, Hobbs Family Papers, Intellectual Underpinnings of the American 
Civil War, Digital Collections, Manuscripts Division, Special Collections Department, Mississippi State University 
Libraries, Mississippi State, Mississippi. 
http://digital.library.msstate.edu/collections/document.php?CISOROOT=/ASERL&CISOPTR=83&REC=5 
(Accessed January 22, 2012. Hereafter cited as Underpinnings of the American Civil War); Ophelia Howe to Ellen 
Howe, August 6, 1861, Chiliab Smith Howe Papers, 1814-1899, folder  53, series 1.6,  03092, SHC; D.D. Ranch to 
John J. Pettus, April 30, 1861, John J. Pettus Correspondence, Roll 1812, Volume 36, Record Group 27, Mississippi 
Department of Archives and History, Jackson, MS (Hereafter cited as MDAH); John Kirkland to Octavia Otey, June 
16, 1861, Wyche and Otey Family Papers, 1824-1926, fol. 15, ser. 1.3, 01608, SHC. 
21 C.J. Dahlgren to Absalom West, July 16, 1861, Absalom West Collection, 1853-1870, #MUM00782, Box 
1976.10, Archives and Special Collections, J.D. Williams Library, University of Mississippi, Oxford, Mississippi, 
(hereafter cited as UMASC). 
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reite�U�D�W�H�G���W�K�H�V�H���W�K�H�P�H�V���O�D�W�H�U���W�K�D�W���P�R�Q�W�K�����³�:�H���D�U�H���L�Q�Y�D�G�H�G�«�E�\���D���Y�L�Q�G�L�F�W�L�Y�H���I�R�H����who is�« inciting 

our slaves to insurrection���´���K�H���V�W�D�W�H�G�� �³�Uegiments of the latter have already been embodied and 

armed to fight against their masters��� ́Like Pettus, Clark described slaves as disloyal servants by 

emphasizing that they were incited to fight against their masters, not the Confederate state, even 

as members of the Union army. He cautioned that Union victory would bring �³�W�K�H���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H��

emancipation of your slaves and the elevation of the black race to a position of equality, aye, of 

superiority, that will make them your masters and rulers���´���W�K�H�U�H�E�\���U�H�Y�H�U�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���U�D�F�L�D�O��

hierarchy and putting whites in the servile position. Both governors used the language of 

submiss�L�R�Q���W�R���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H���K�R�Z���V�O�D�Y�H���U�H�Y�R�O�W�V���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�H�G���Q�R�W���M�X�V�W���Z�K�L�W�H�V�¶���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���V�D�I�H�W�\�����E�X�W���D�O�V�R���W�K�H�L�U��

status as the master class.22 

�:�K�L�W�H�V�¶���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���R�Y�H�U���E�O�D�F�N�V���Z�D�V���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���W�R��

�X�S�K�R�O�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Y�H�Q�H�H�U���R�I���V�O�D�Y�H���³�O�R�\�D�O�W�\�´���W�K�D�W���X�Q�G�H�U�Jirded the racial hierarchy in Mississippi. 

�'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�D�U�����W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�G�H�U�D�F�\�¶�V���Q�H�H�G���W�R���I�L�O�O���L�W�V���D�U�P�L�H�V���O�H�I�W���Z�K�L�W�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���K�R�P�H���I�U�R�Q�W�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\��

women, open to what they thought were vengeful slaves who would refuse to work or, worse, 

attack their owners.23 In September 1862, an amendment to the original April 1862, Conscription 

Act raised the draft age from thirty-five to forty-five, drawing even more white men into the 

                                                 
22 John J. Pettus Address to Mississippi State Legislature, November 3, 1863, Journal of the House of 
Representatives of the State of Mississippi, December Secession of 1862, and November Secession of 1863, 
(Jackson: Cooper and Kimble Steam Printers and Binders, 1864), 93. Electronic Edition. Documenting the American 
South. Southern Historical Collection. University Library, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1999. 
http://docsouth.unc.edu/imls/msdec62/msdec62.html (Accessed April 26, 2012. Hereafter cited as Documenting the 
American South); Charles Clark Inaugural Address, November 16, 1863, 158-159, Ibid. 
23 �(�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���V�O�D�Y�H���O�R�\�D�O�W�\���Z�H�U�H���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���W�R���Z�K�L�W�H���S�O�D�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���P�L�V�W�U�H�V�V�¶�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���D�V���K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G���G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W�V�����6�H�H��
Nancy Bercaw, Gendered Freedoms: Race, Rights, and the Politics of Household in the Delta, 1861-1875 
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2003), 51-74, and Drew Gilpin Faust, Mothers of Invention: Women of the 
Slaveholding South in the American Civil War (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1996), 53-79.   






























































































































































































































































