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Epilogue

Though the protracted debacle had finally come to an end, no one could yet 
measure its long-term impact. Most participants had by now forgotten the war’s 
causes, though its immediate effects were plain enough. The Allies emerged 
victorious, but they gained only a prostrate country whose independence they 
agreed to respect out of geopolitical self-interest. The Brazilians and Argentines 
had strained their national treasuries to crush López, and thousands of their 
soldiers lay dead. For a few officers and politicians, honor may have at long 
last been satisfied. But for the men in the field, the struggle had been without 
meaning for many months.

In military terms, the Paraguayan campaign offered few surprises. Any 
chance of the Marshal gaining a meaningful victory ended with the de-
struction of his fleet at the Riachuelo in mid-1865. From that point onward, 
the Paraguayans could never prevail, nor even rescue the Blanco regime in 
Montevideo. Their struggle instead took the form of a long attrition in which 
the Allies enjoyed all the material advantages and most of the political ones.

On occasion, the Brazilians and Argentines suffered reverses, including a 
spectacular defeat at Curupayty. The one major strategic innovation the Allies 
attempted—the Mato Grosso operation—also resulted in failure, after which 
they returned to their original idea of pounding Humaitá into collapse. This 
strategy brought the expected success only after a long effort. Caxias and the 
Count d’Eu certainly did most things right, of course. They adopted more up-
to-date weaponry during the course of the fighting and dramatically improved 
both provisioning and medical support. And they assigned field command to 
officers who had already proven their worth in combat, thus demonstrating that 
military professionalism usually wins out over simple courage.

The other military lessons of the war were purely technical. Universal con-
scription provided a valuable source of dependable manpower, and the laying 
of telegraph lines proved essential to a good defense. Ironclad vessels, by con-
trast, were overrated as an offensive tool, for they failed to silence or even dam-
age good earthen batteries. It was likewise problematic to place rifled cannon 
or muskets into the hands of troops whose commanders had had no training 
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with such weapons. Despite the fact that they delivered less of a punch, lighter 
cannon proved superior to heavier guns because they were easier to transport. 
For a similar reason, Congreve rockets proved more successful than military 
planners had previously believed. Needle rifles had no positive impact on the 
conduct of close engagements and were rejected by all who used them. Cavalry 
forces had not generally succeeded as planners had predicted and war ministries 
would henceforth pay more attention to organizing and maintaining infantry 
units. Lighter-than-air balloons could provide good intelligence initially, but 
the enemy could hamper their effectiveness by setting fires whose smoke would 
obscure any observation. A well-organized supply system was vital in facing an 
opponent who enjoyed interior lines. And finally, though the loss of the Rio de 
Janeiro might suggest otherwise, river torpedoes really offered more of a threat 
in the minds of naval planners than they ever did in reality.

These conclusions were unlikely to shake the thinking of military men 
like von Versen, Manlove, and McMahon, who understood them already from 
wars in North America and the Crimea. What no one could have predicted, 
however, were the lengths to which the Paraguayans would go to defend their 
community and nation. It was ultimately not a question of why the Allies won 
the war but rather why it took the Paraguayans so long to lose. They tenaciously 
resisted the Allied onslaught after all chances for victory had ended and after 
every appeal for a negotiated peace was rejected as unacceptable. They resisted 
like the men and women of Masada, whose fate they shared, astonishing the 
world in the process.

The Paraguayan War brought many changes to the political milieu in each 
of the four nations involved, and it accelerated other changes that were already 
underway. The war cost Argentina some eighteen thousand combat deaths and 
at least as many from disease.1 The national government had to absorb consider-
able financial costs, perhaps as much as fifty million dollars—money that could 
have been spent more productively on education and infrastructure.2 Needless 
to say, some time passed before the loans were repaid to the various banks.3

Despite these costs, the war brought advantages to the merchants and 
cattlemen of Buenos Aires and the Litoral provinces. Justo José de Urquiza 
and Anacarsis Lanús were only two out of a great many men who grew rich 
as purveyors of livestock and supplies to the Allied armies. The profits earned 
by Bonaerense oligarchs helped bolster the national government, which took 
advantage of Brazil’s obsession with Paraguay to consolidate power in the 
Argentine Interior and to strengthen the hand of the army. The provincianos 
witnessed a few final gasps in defense of their Federalist ideals and then gave 
way as their old quest for coequality with Buenos Aires faded.4

The tone of leadership—and the political direction in general—within 
the Argentine national government changed drastically as a result of the war. 
Bartolomé Mitre had acted as the booster of pro-Brazilian policies in the Plata. 
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He had supported the Triple Alliance as the best way forward for Argentina and 
after the Marshal’s defeat, he sought to reinforce good relations with Brazil. To 
that end, he went to Rio de Janeiro as ambassador in the mid-1870s, and though 
he got on well with the emperor, he lost the support of imperial officials who 
argued that Argentina could no longer be trusted.5

Rejected as a suitor, Mitre searched for solace once again in Argentine na-
tional politics and was rejected there as well. More so than he had anticipated, 
his country was evolving. Mass immigration started to offer a bridge between 
the Creole regime of the past and the cosmopolitan nation of the future. Its pro-
moters perceived European immigration as a eugenic solution for the nation’s 
social ills, for, by replacing gauchos and “Indians” with “good European stock,” 
the country could finally become the more “civilized” nation that Sarmiento 
had heralded. And indeed, by introducing barbed wire to the Pampas, sowing 
the grasslands with cereals for export, mechanizing the processing of beef, and 
building railroads, Argentina transformed itself into a terrible yet wonderful 
exemplar of “Progress” that José Hernández decried and that Mitre thought of 
as his life’s work.6

Though the former head of state could take credit for many of these chang-
es, he was increasingly out of step in the new environment. President Nicolás 
Avellaneda had the foresight to pardon Mitre after an ill-considered rebellion in 
the 1870s, but the old president could never forgive his successors for ignoring 
him. He focused on operating La Nación, still one of the country’s great news-
papers, and to some extent, he played the role of godfather to anyone who might 
listen to his counsel. But Mitre’s life proved unfulfilling. His closest friends died 
before him, as did his wife, and several of his children (one of his sons a suicide). 
With each death, the bright spark that politics had once provided grew dimmer. 

Mitre found solace in writing and in his magnificent home library. From 
the early 1880s onward, likely as not he could be found at any hour of the day 
wearing a stained frock coat and sitting, pen in hand, behind a rampart of 
books. They were his true friends, unwavering in their loyalty. As he aged, Mitre 
appeared less as the revered founder of a Liberal Argentina than as an eccentric 
collator of historical details, a talmudiste manqué. He wrote classic biographies 
of his heroes Belgrano and San Martín, received scientific delegations on occa-
sion, and even dabbled in poetry.7

For a long time Mitre kept his opinions about the Paraguayan campaign 
to himself; he emerged from self-imposed silence only in 1903, when Brazilian 
veterans published a series of jeremiads questioning his effectiveness as Allied 
commander. He responded by releasing the Memoria militar that he had pre-
pared for Caxias in September 1867, in which he defended his actions in his 
usual sharp-witted way. He then retired quietly to his library and died three 
years later, still haunted by memories of Paraguay and a thousand unrealized 
dreams.
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Despite his frequent evocation of a happy future for Argentina, Domingo 
Faustino Sarmiento considered himself a personal failure after he left the 
presidency in 1872. He had to bear the responsibility for war-related debts that 
others had accumulated, and he grew bitter about this and much else. He wrote 
scathing articles about his political opponents, theorized about racial matters 
(while bemoaning the pluralistic society), and held his face in a perpetual 
grimace. Visions of Dominguito bleeding into the soil at Curupayty disturbed 
his nightly rest. Sarmiento ultimately died as a carbuncle-ridden exile in 
Asunción—of all places—sitting in a high-back chair suitable to a schoolmaster, 
alone and unmourned.

Like Argentina, the Empire of Brazil saw its political destinies change along 
with the character of its nationalism, even though these changes were endorsed 
with the greatest reluctance by traditional power brokers. Among the most in-
fluential (and most conservative) of these men was Caxias, the “Duke of Iron,” 
who returned to political life in Rio in a state of public grace and private disdain. 
Six months after Cerro Corã, the Imperial Senate appointed him to the Council 
of State, and he retained that position while serving as senator. His refusal to 
pursue López after Lomas Valentinas was forgotten, and, in 1875, the emperor 
convinced the reluctant general to accept the prime ministry for a third time. 
Unlike Zacharias, Itaboraí, and Paranhos, he made few innovations, leaving the 
more ticklish affairs of government to younger colleagues. He stepped down 
in January 1878, leaving the reins of power to his Liberal adversaries, and died 
two years later, predeceasing the empire he had done so much to defend by less 
than a decade.

Though he spent the war years at some distance from actual combat, the 
duke’s Imperial Master was also worn down by the Paraguayan War, which 
he had always seen as a matter of honor. As Liliana Moritz Schwarcz and John 
Gledson observed,

At the beginning of the war, when he was forty, with his sturdy 
demeanor and uniform, Dom Pedro II presented the picture of a 
serene and confident ruler. … At the time of the great battles, [he] 
was portrayed as a soldier in trying circumstances: after all, Brazil 
had spent 600,000 contos and worsened its financial dependence 
on Great Britain. Its leader, on horseback … carrying a small spy-
glass with a battle scene behind him … or surrounded by children, 
was a monarch symbolizing the nation at war. Yet the calm and 
tranquility with which the photos try to impress us cannot hide 
the real anxiety. Dom Pedro’s famous beard … was whitening in 
front of everyone’s eyes, and the now well-known image of the old 
man, by which he is still recognized in Brazil … was emerging. … 



EPILOGUE 421

[The] official photographs hide the unease of a king who has gone 
to war … and seen the less brilliant side of his Empire.8

Notwithstanding his physical decline, dom Pedro persevered, and for a long 
time few thrones appeared more secure. His reign might have lasted his en-
tire lifetime if not for a certain lassitude that he took few pains to disguise. 
Inattentive to the temper of the new generation, the emperor failed to keep up 
with the times, and found himself constantly reacting to political challenges 
rather than initiating reforms. He grew tired of defending the monarchy with 
the same alacrity with which he pursued the campaign against López, and he 
failed to recognize that meaningful disenchantment had set in among military 
officers whose identities had been shaped by the war. These individuals (not all 
of whom were Positivists) refused to resume their status as nonentities and took 
umbrage when their sacrifices were discounted.

After Cerro Corã, most Brazilian soldiers returned home to a rousing wel-
come from the public.9 From the imperial government, however, they perceived 
a certain worry—justified as it turned out—that men in uniform had gained an 
outsized prominence while in Paraguay. Now that the war was won, the par-
liamentarians sought to put the military genie back into the bottle through a 
series of demeaning gestures and budget cuts. It could be argued that the latter 
changes reflected normal adjustments to postwar conditions, but the military 
men nonetheless took offense at what seemed like calculated disrespect. One 
who expressed irritation was the Count d’Eu, who protested vociferously at 
any intimation that slighted the armed forces.10 As an institution, the military 
swallowed its pride, but many officers in the middle ranks never forgot the rude 
treatment. Their thinking was henceforth defined more by their loyalty to the 
nation than to Pedro himself—and this was presumably true of their civilian 
supporters (including the thirty thousand soldiers who now returned to civilian 
life).11 The military men believed, as presumably the monarch did not, that they 
would soon transform Brazil.

Before the war, the men of the armed forces recognized that though they 
already had a Brazil to defend, as yet they had no Brazilians. The war gave 
concrete meaning to Brazilian nationalism, however, and with total casualties 
amounting to sixty thousand dead and wounded, the state badly needed to jus-
tify their sacrifice.12 Officers of humble origin had found considerable authority 
in Paraguay and discovered that they liked it. They had little interest in going 
back to the insignificant role of earlier days—and neither had their men. The 
Paulista, Carioca, Sertanejo, and Gaúcho soldiers developed a bond of unity 
in the trenches. The monarchy was only incidental to that cohesion. Now, in 
building a new military and ostensibly a new nation, they would need to be just 
as dedicated as the Paraguayans had been in defending their native soil.
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The emperor had insisted on dictating the peace in Paraguay rather than 
negotiating it, but this preference had cost him dearly.13 Paying off the various 
loans from foreign banks contributed to ongoing budgetary problems in the 
1870s. As was true in Argentina, however, the Paraguayan War also stimulated 
the most modern economic sectors, and it helped spur the construction of 
Brazilian rail and port facilities. All of this strengthened the planter aristocracy 
at a time when coffee inspired a major export boom.

To keep pace with the growing economy, highly placed civilians proposed 
important political reforms. Unlike the junior officers, they contemplated these 
adjustments from within the confines of established procedure and with due 
deference to the emperor’s opinions. This inclination was most obvious among 
the Liberals, who had suffered in Caxias’s fait accompli of February 1868. In 
recovering from that blow, they sponsored decentralization, direct elections, 
the conversion of the Council of State into an exclusively administrative organ, 
the abolition of life tenure in the Senate, judicial autonomy, the extension of 
the franchise to non-Catholics, a new structure for public education, and the 
gradual emancipation of slaves.

This platform, though still avowedly monarchist, in fact weakened the 
established order, as can be seen in the subsequent career of Paranhos. After 
departing Paraguay in June 1870, the councilor was ennobled as the Viscount of 
Rio Branco and took office shortly thereafter as prime minister. Though his four-
year administration generally received the same plaudits that he had earned in 
Asunción, he found that he could govern effectively only by ignoring his old 
associates, which, unfortunately, increased factionalism in the Conservative 
Party. In 1871, Paranhos oversaw the passage of the controversial Free Womb 
Law, which assured the ultimate elimination of Brazilian slavery.14 Along with 
Caxias, he defended the emperor during his confrontation with the church in 
the 1870s, and worked hand in hand with the Liberals to keep the more radical 
politicians at bay during his time in office. He continued to enjoy public esteem 
after he stepped down in 1875, though parliamentarians of a younger genera-
tion sniggered at him behind his back.

The viscount had always enjoyed imported Havana cigars, and in retire-
ment, his smoking habit led to cancer of the mouth. The painful affliction 
prevented his speaking with the customary lucidity and eloquence; it did not, 
however, stop him from quarreling with his son, whose public relation with a 
Belgian actress irked the elder Paranhos as much as López’s antics had done 
in an earlier day. A statesman of the highest rank who aspired to a visionary 
role among Brazilians, he ended his days in petty bickering, trying with hand 
gestures to make himself understood.15

The changes that the Paraguayan War inspired and that Paranhos and the 
Liberals supported crept steadily into the body politic in Brazil. The process 
culminated in Princess Isabel’s emancipation decree of 1888. Several of the 
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system’s staunchest defenders had already died or distanced themselves from 
governance, visibly spent by the unending political debates. The process of dis-
solution that in some ways commenced on the battlefields of Paraguay culmi-
nated in a military takeover in 1889, when Pedro was deposed and a nominal 
republic established. Broken, it seems, by the weight of events and the ingrat-
itude of people whose loyalty he had taken for granted, the emperor sailed for 
Europe. He declined compensation for the properties that the new regime had 
seized and died in a Paris hotel in 1891.

Prince Gaston lived to see the various republican prohibitions against 
the imperial family lifted in the early twentieth century. He had spent thirty 
years in exile from his adopted fatherland, maintaining always his affection for 
Isabel and his fealty to the Bragança monarchy that she embodied. For her part, 
Isabel felt that the abolition of slavery had been worth the loss of a throne. Some 
Brazilians, their eyes clouded with nostalgia, increasingly saw her actions in 
that same patriotic light, and as for her foreign husband, he was not such a bad 
Frenchman after all.16 In fact, well-wishers showered him with respect when, 
in January 1921, he disembarked at Rio de Janeiro, having escorted the bodies 
of dom Pedro and his empress on their long voyage home for final interment. 
Isabel, then virtually bedridden, could not accompany him, but she expressed 
satisfaction at the news of his enthusiastic reception. She died soon thereafter, 
having lived just long enough to celebrate the fifty-seventh anniversary of their 
marriage. The count survived her by less than a year. Invited back to the old 
imperial capital to attend the centennial celebration of Brazilian independence, 
he died at sea on 28 August 1922.17 It seemed a fitting end for the man, caught 
so precariously between many allegiances to Old and New Worlds, and very 
distant indeed from the accusatory stares of Paraguayan phantoms.

For its part, Uruguay had entered the struggle against López as compensa-
tion for Brazilian aid to the Florista faction of the Colorado Party. The deaths of 
Colonel León de Palleja and a great many others assured payment on that debt, 
and the Uruguayans waited for some recompense now that the war had finally 
been won at Cerro Corã. This proved a vain hope, and in the end Uruguay had 
to be satisfied with a share of the battle flags in exchange for an expenditure of 6 
million dollars and the lives of 3,119 men (out of a contingent of 5,583).18 Unlike 
Brazil and Argentina, which witnessed the birth of nationalist sentiments as a 
result of the war, Uruguay experienced no comparable outburst of patriotism. 
The Uruguayans had to wait until the early 1880s for their measure of national 
affirmation, when dictator Lorenzo Latorre issued primers for schoolchildren 
that ascribed an improbable nationalist sympathy to José Gervasio Artigas.19 
This set the stage for the development of a full-blown Uruguayan national 
identity by the beginning of the 1900s—an identity that regretted the country’s 
participation in the Triple Alliance War and refused to look upon it as a catalyst 
for anything healthy.
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Neither the Argentines nor the Brazilians ever developed a dispassionate 
view of Paraguay, preferring to see the country as an historical aberration. 
The two wartime allies did find more ways to get along than either would have 
thought possible in 1869.20 Yet when it came to negotiating a peace treaty with 
the defeated nation, the Brazilians preempted Buenos Aires and settled with 
the triumvirs not as a part of the Alliance, but as a separate government with 
separate interests. The Argentines feigned surprise at this decision but they had 
expected it all along.21 A rapprochement of sorts occurred between the former 
Allies only in 1876, when the Brazilian occupation forces were withdrawn from 
Paraguay. But long-term trust was another matter.

In Paraguay itself, no one could ignore the war’s effects. The nation was 
abused economically and politically, and the only thing that the triumvirs were 
really sure of was that they wanted no new López to ruin their lives once again. 
The provisional government made no comment when senior officials of the 
ancien régime were transported as prisoners to Rio de Janeiro, but protested 
loudly when Madame Lynch arrived at the Asunción quay in late March aboard 
the warship Princesa. Rivarola, who had already embargoed the López family’s 
properties, upheld the petition of ninety Asuncenas that held that la Madama 
had stolen a quantity of jewels and that these must be returned to their right-
ful owners before she could be permitted to land.22 The charge, which Lynch 
dismissed as slander, overstated how much property she had in her baggage 
and implicitly censured the Brazilians for their mock chivalry in protecting her. 
Paranhos dismissed the matter as trivial and Madame Lynch continued down-
river. In May, the triumvirs toyed with the idea of bringing criminal charges 
against her, but by now she had reached Buenos Aires and would soon leave 
South America altogether. She returned only once, in 1875, but had no success 
in clearing her name or regaining any of her properties.23

Castigating Lynch was a popular move and cost the Paraguayan govern-
ment nothing.24 The fear of annihilation that López had so skillfully drummed 
into the heads of his countrymen had already dissipated. The appetite for bru-
tality and indiscipline that the Brazilian troops had shown at Piribebuy was not 
repeated after 1870. To those Allied spokesmen who insisted that their soldiers 
had had clean hands, however, the Paraguayans could observe that there were 
few adult men left to murder. The great question now was simple survival. That 
much was obvious to every foreigner who passed through the country during 
the 1870s. Without exception, they felt jolted by the dire poverty and the mu-
tilation of civil society. Like Richard Burton, these outsiders had not seen the 
earlier combat, but they reacted with horror and curiosity at the devastation 
they saw in its aftermath.25

One need not indulge in Paraguayan exceptionalism to point out the 
tremendous price the nation and its people paid during the war. The repub-
lic did not disintegrate over the next decade, as many citizens had feared, but 
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its economy more or less collapsed. Ninety-nine percent of Paraguayan cattle 
were lost, and farming recovered only slowly.26 In addition, Paraguay agreed 
to Allied claims on 55,000 square miles of disputed territory and was also as-
sessed an impossibly huge indemnity.27 The nation was gutted. It was one thing 
to see disabled veterans selling matches in the streets, just barely surviving “in 
a world that didn’t care”; such sights were common in Rio, Montevideo, and 
Buenos Aires as well. It was quite another matter, however, to visit towns in the 
Paraguayan Cordillera that had no adult males, or to walk the streets of Luque, 
where women outnumbered men twenty to one.28

The demographic costs of the war were painful and obvious. Paraguay lost 
upwards of two hundred fifty thousand men, women, and children during the 
conflict, the great majority of whom died not as a result of combat but of disease 
and starvation.29 In fact, the country enjoys the dubious distinction of having 
experienced the highest rate of civilian and military loss of life recorded in any 
modern war.30 The fatalities were so high that the numbers horrified all foreign 
visitors and challenged the demographers of a later generation to provide con-
vincing explanations for what happened.31

Rivarola and the other members of the provisional government clearly 
grasped the scale of the problem. The economic deterioration that accompanied 
the demographic collapse was the central fact of their time and the triumvirs 
recognized their inability to do much about it. The treasury was in de facto 
insolvency and the Allies’ decision to demand a heavy indemnity promised no 
quick solution for Paraguay’s economic woes. So the triumvirs pushed ahead 
with the political questions at hand. They had promised to hold a constituent 
assembly to determine the future structure of government, and in August 1870 
they delivered on that promise.32 The assembly, which met a total of eighty-three 
times, was inaugurated by Carlos Loizaga acting as representative of the trium-
virs. In florid oratory, he denounced the dictatorships of the past—those mon-
strosities that had delivered the Paraguayan people to “the criminal passion 
of tyrants.”33 He promised in their place a nation founded in liberty. Whereas 
previous assemblies had subordinated themselves to the will of a despot, from 
now on, the government would reflect the public will.

It was not to be. Over the next four months, the assembled politicians pro-
duced a document that hid relevant issues behind a cloud of platitudes. The 
writing in the constitution drew largely from Argentine precedents. Yet never 
was a country so ill-prepared to learn from Alberdi’s notions of nationhood as 
Paraguay in 1870. The assembly organized a bicameral structure of government 
when no need for a senate was convincingly demonstrated. The “Carta Magna,” 
the politicians claimed, was guaranteed by popular support in the streets and 
legal checks within the halls of government—but no one understood what these 
checks might consist of. In the end, the political model they adopted guaran-
teed the celebration of the Argentine national holiday, 25 May, as Paraguay’s 
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own, and made it possible to dedicate the reborn nation to the modern age by 
prohibiting the use of Guaraní in public schools. 

There was something surreal in this outcome. The assembly’s delibera-
tions had been accompanied by the worst pettifoggery. Belying their claim of 
devotion to proper procedure, the representatives plotted, made momentary 
alliances, and broke them as opportunity allowed. They treated each other 
with the same venom that the Marshal had reserved for the kambáes. At one 
point, the representatives even removed Cirilo Antonio Rivarola from the 
presidency of the triumvirate, only to bring him back again with the help of 
the Brazilian army.

The constitution of 1870 guaranteed no meaningful stability and the rest of 
the decade saw little improvement in the country’s governance. Coups, count-
er-coups, and assassinations disgraced the Paraguayan scene right up to (and 
after) 1879, when the last Allied military force in the country—an Argentine 
garrison at Villa Occidental—finally withdrew. Throughout this time, the mass 
of Paraguayans never showed any meaningful resistance to the occupiers. But 
they were never empowered by their own government either, except as part of a 
confidence trick to purchase votes for a cup of caña.34

The Brazilians had released five hundred prisoners of war in November 
1870, and these rough-and-ready boy-soldiers added their resentments to 
the political mix, sometimes siding with the “Liberals,” sometimes with the 
“Traditionalists,” and sometimes, it seemed, with both at the same time. The 
Brazilians also permitted the return to Paraguay of key Lopista officials like 
Caballero, Maíz, Escobar, Aveiro, and Centurión.35 This coterie of veterans—a 
veritable who’s who of Lopistas—ultimately supported the pretensions of 
Cándido Bareiro. They helped ease him into office as president in 1878, and 
when he died, they replaced him at the center of power.

By the end of the 1870s, the rural generals who had so assiduously sup-
ported López, and whose careers were formed by the struggle against the Triple 
Alliance, were firmly in power. Though Caballero, Escobar, and the others had 
benefited from the Marshal’s patronage, they had no interest in a similar pur-
suit of national grandeur. Instead they devoted their energies to suppressing 
the Liberal heirs of their old opponents, and in profit-making in an “open” 
economy based on the export of yerba and quebracho wood. They also enriched 
themselves from the sale of thousands of hectares of state lands.

Looked at individually, the petty intrigues that made up their political work 
and the rackets they constructed merit little attention. Behind them, however, 
lay the more general goal of reconstructing the social barriers that had separat-
ed Paraguayans into classes during the colonial era. These had been weakened, 
first by the Marshal’s explicit appeal to the peasantry to help him fight the war, 
and second, by the dramatic population shift in its aftermath. The new leaders 
felt no specific desire to turn the clock back. But under the guise of a nominal 
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republicanism they asserted a claim to a traditional authority that might oth-
erwise have shifted to poor Paraguayans demanding a greater right over their 
own lives. This, as much as anything, is why the Traditionalists—soon to be 
reconfigured within the ranks of the Colorado Party—chose some years later to 
turn Francisco Solano López into a national symbol.

It would be senseless to describe the Triple Alliance War without giving 
primacy to the Marshal and almost as difficult to categorize the subsequent 
period without alluding to his ghost. In life, López relished idolatry. In death, 
his name eventually subsumed his people’s sacrifice, a development that occa-
sioned many ironies and contradictions. The historical López, for instance, had 
always taken to his heels whenever danger threatened his personal safety. On 
such occasions, he never hesitated to abandon his men (or, for that matter, his 
family members) to face the wrath of the Brazilians.

In answer to any charge of cowardice, however, the Marshal could argue 
that his survival was indispensable, for without him, the Paraguayan nation 
would perish. This was not such a far-fetched idea. Chris Leuchars has point-
ed out that though Paraguay eventually lost a great swath of its territory to 
Argentina and Brazil, the amount was less land than the two countries had ear-
lier demanded.36 Had the Allies not formally agreed on 1 May 1865 to respect 
Paraguayan independence, they might have adopted an annexationist line, 
under which the country would have vanished like Poland in the eighteenth 
century. In this one narrow—and admittedly hypothetical sense—López stood 
out as a staunch defender of his country’s interests.

It is one thing to stand firm in favor of one’s nation and quite another to 
pass muster as a general. Though the Marshal’s hagiographers have repeatedly 
stressed his military genius, they have never really made a convincing case.37 
López chose to invade Mato Grosso in 1864 and thereby spurned the opportunity 
to rescue the Uruguayan Blancos. He made Argentina an enemy when many 
in the Buenos Aires government were prepared to keep their country neutral. 
The Marshal’s attack on Corrientes thus facilitated the signing of an unlikely 
military alliance that came perilously close to destroying Paraguay.

López then needlessly delayed his naval attack at Riachuelo until the 
Brazilians could counter it effectively, and he kept his land forces in Corrientes 
so far apart that they could never offer mutual support. He withdrew what re-
mained of his army in Argentina before the units were effectively tested, and he 
later abandoned excellent defensive positions at Tuyutí to pursue a risky offen-
sive strike. Perhaps worst of all, he never trusted his field commanders to do the 
right thing, even when circumstances favored their success. These were not the 
marks of a good commander, and where the Paraguayans succeeded militarily, 
they did so in spite of the Marshal’s direction rather than because of it.

That said, much about López remains elusive. Even careful scholars can 
stumble while trying to separate the man from the marble that has been built 
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around him. A good many historians have not even tried to find the human be-
ing in the history; they seem to prefer the rigid and artificial distinctions forged 
by Lopistas and anti-Lopistas to any careful consideration of the past.

The Marshal’s Paraguayan detractors, mostly affiliated with the Liberal 
Party from the late 1800s onwards, regarded him as an unparalleled monster 
whose vanity required the extinction of his people. In their world of black and 
white, they painted him as darker than dark and his followers as little better 
than fools or barbarians.38 On one occasion in 1898, for instance, a stationary 
store in the capital fomented a minor scandal when it marketed notebooks em-
blazoned with the Marshal’s image. Their sale inspired a nasty confrontation 
when the Argentine director of the normal school refused to permit students 
to bring them to class. The police had to save the director when a mob of angry 
Lopistas threatened his life.39

An element of self-reproach has always suggested itself in the anti-Lo-
pista interpretation, for how do such critics justify their opposition when the 
Paraguayan masses offered the Marshal so much during the worst of times? 
How do the Liberals, for that matter, explain their own recourse to authoritari-
an methods during the twentieth century?

There is no mystery in any of this for the nationalists, who depicted López 
as the personification of Paraguayan virtues—courage, constancy, and unques-
tioned defense of the fatherland. To Juan E. O’Leary and the others he was the 
heroe máximo and his war la gran epopeya, something beautiful and infinitely 
reaffirming.40 The example of Francisco Solano López, they tell us, stirred the 
young men of 1932, who, when sent to fight the Bolivians in the thorn forests 
of the Chaco, showed the same grit as their grandfathers, and came back three 
years later singing Guaraní war songs and cheering the name of the Marshal. 
Their creation of a radical Febrerista Party, and then, under Natalício González, 
of a quasi-fascist wing of the Colorados, came about as a result of this inspira-
tion. It was almost as if the Marshal’s defeat and their own generation’s victory 
gushed from the same spiritual fountain. They ultimately depicted authoritar-
ianism in Paraguay as a benign and civilizing force, an assertion that brought 
them the patronage of dictators like Higínio Morínigo and Alfredo Stroessner.

People often show a great need for mythology, and whether they feel guided 
by nostalgia or the dictates of state interest, they take refuge in bygone days 
when the alternative is to wallow in the mundane and disappointing present. 
Stephen of Byzantium, writing in the sixth century, observed that mythology 
is “what never was but always is.”41 So it was with the various renderings of the 
Paraguayan War to appear during the 1900s. Today’s Paraguayans are living 
through another reordering of these hero stories to fit the challenges posed by 
Brazilian economic dominance in the twenty-first century. In contemplating 
the earlier sacrifices, modern Paraguayans take no pleasure in the idea of a 
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glorious precedent because they think it is true (or worthy of emulation): they 
think that it is true because they take pleasure in it.42

Such mythmaking and rank obfuscation is unfair to those who lived 
through the Triple Alliance War. Their concept of nationalism was not the prod-
uct of López’s heavy hand—indeed it only incidentally reflected his influence. 
From colonial times, the Paraguayans held deeply engrained notions about the 
need to protect the community from invaders. It mattered little whether those 
enemies were Brazilian soldiers, Porteño sutlers, or Guaicurú marauders.

The Paraguayans’ zeal was genuine, their devotion to the fatherland—as 
they understood it—compelling. The Allies had always found it difficult to 
smirk at Paraguayan self-reliance, but to label it as the product of Lopista tyr-
anny clearly misrepresented the facts. The majority of the people seemed ready 
to sacrifice themselves wholeheartedly, no matter what obstacles stood in the 
way. All of this suggests that we conclude this examination of the war with a re-
quiem. It is painful to contemplate the trials of the Paraguayan people, for even 
those who survived were plagued with nightmares of gangrenous limbs, emp-
ty stomachs, and dead family members. For such individuals, the Paraguayan 
War never ended. They gave their lives, their property, and their hearts, and 
whether they couched the memories of their sacrifice in terms of courage or of 
fear, the war continued to consume them.
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	 46	 G.F. Gould to Lord Stanley, Buenos Aires, 12 May 1868, in Philip, British Documents on 
Foreign Affairs, 1, pt. 1, Series D: 239–240; Cerri, Campaña del Paraguay, 51–54.

	 47	 Cardozo, Hace cien años, 8: 339; “Correspondencia,” (Curupayty, 14 May 1868), Jornal 
do Commercio (Rio de Janeiro), 4 June 1868; “Secondo notizie de fonte paraguaiana,” La 
Stampa (Turin), 7 June 1868.

	 48	 Rivas to Caxias, Campamento-en-marcha frente a la isla Arasá, 3 May 1868, in La Na-
ción Argentina (Buenos Aires), 12 May 1868. 

	 49	 Centurión, Memorias o reminiscencias, 3: 118–119; “The War on the Paraná [sic],” New 
York Times, 21 July 1868.

	 50	 Resquín, La guerra del Paraguay contra la Triple Alianza, 90; Olmedo, Guerra del Para-
guay. Cuadernos de campaña (1867–1869), 166-169 (entries of 7–8 May 1868).

	 51	 Cardozo, Hace cien años, 8: 372–375, 409; 9: 15, 63–64, 104–105.
	 52	 Leuchars seems to have conflated this reconnaissance with a similar effort made a few 

days earlier at the mouth of the Ñe’embucú by General Andrade Neves, the Baron of the 
Triumph. See To the Bitter End, 186.

	 53	 Tasso Fragoso, História da Guerra entre a Triplice Aliança e o Paraguai, 3: 476–477. 
	 54	 “Campanha do Paraguai. Diário do Exercito em Operações sob o Commando do Mar-

quez de Caxias,” 396–401 (entries of 9–10 June 1868), and Ordem do Dia no. 222 (Pare-
cué, 18 June 1868) in Ordens do Dia, 4: 455–461.

	 55	 Thompson, The War in Paraguay, 267. 
	 56	 Caxias to War Minister, Parecué, 19 June 1868, IHGB, lata 313, pasta 21. 
	 57	 “Nuevas zurribandas,” Cabichuí (San Fernando), 8 June 1868. 
	 58	 Cardozo, Hace cien años, 9: 98; “Nuevo asalto a los encorazados,” La Nación Argentina 

(Buenos Aires), 15 July 1868.
	 59	 “Campanha do Paraguai. Diário do Exercito em Operações sob o Commando do Mar-

quez de Caxias,” 426–431 (entries of 10 July 1868). 
	 60	 Centurión, Memorias o reminiscencias, 3: 120–121. In La guerra del Paraguay contra la 

Triple Alianza (91), General Resquín used almost exactly the same words to describe the 
fiasco. See also Pereira de Sousa, “História da Guerra do Paraguai,” Revista do Instituto 
Histórico e Geographico Brasileiro 102, no. 156 (1927): 316.

	 61	 A very odd rumor, current among the Allied soldiers, held that deserters from both sides 
had set up a joint camp in the far reaches of the Chaco, and like the Brazilian slaves who 
had escaped into the forests, these men intended to live indefinitely beyond the law’s 
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reach. Almost certainly this Chaco camp (or quilombo) never existed. See Burton, Letters 
from the Battle-Fields of Paraguay, p. 430.

	 62	 Centurión, Memorias o reminiscencias, 3: 119–120; Cardozo, Hace cien años, 9: 113. 
Despite the slight difference in the spelling of his surname, Alén was in fact a distant 
relative of Leandro Além, one of the founders of the Unión Cívica Radical, which came 
to dominate Argentine national politics in the second decade of the twentieth century. 

	 63	 Pedro Gill had witnessed Alén’s degeneration into a state of near-insanity, noting that 
the day before his suicide attempt he left the safety of his gun battery to wander down to 
the river. In full uniform and with his sword dangling, he attempted, Christ-like, to walk 
upon the water and was only saved from drowning when an officer pulled him from the 
current. See “Testimony of Pedro V. Gill, (Asunción, 24 April 1888),” MHM-CZ, carpeta 
137, no. 10.

	 64	 Several sources claim that the messenger had been dispatched by Colonel Alén, but this 
makes no sense, as he had shot himself two days earlier and had already been succeeded 
by Martínez. See Cardozo, Hace cien años, 9: 127, 135–136; and Centurión, Memorias o 
reminiscencias, 3: 126–127. 

	 65	 Hutchinson, “A Short Account of Some Incidents of the Paraguayan War,” 28–30. Cen-
turión relates the same story, offering the messenger’s name as Francisco Ortega, and 
noting that the account of his fortitude (which Hutchinson styles a “martyrdom”) had 
been related to the British diplomat by Miguel Lisboa, son of the Brazilian minister to 
Lisbon. See Memorias o reminiscencias, 3: 127.

	 66	 Burton, Letters from the Battle-fields of Paraguay, 336.
	 67	 Rivas to Caxias, Chaco, 18 July 1868, in Thompson, La guerra del Paraguay, cvii–cix; 

Resquín, La guerra del Paraguay contra la Triple Alianza, 91–92; “Terrible News from 
Paraguay,” The Standard (Buenos Aires), 26 July 1868. 

	 68	 Thompson, The War in Paraguay, 273; Burton noted that in insisting on getting a receipt 
for the flags, the skipper of the Pará decidedly embarrassed his Argentine allies, a slight 
that no one, least of all General Gelly y Obes, was willing to overlook. See Letters from 
the Battle-fields of Paraguay, 333. 

	 69	 Cardozo, Hace cien años, 9: 147–149. The “Diário do Exército” mentions sixty Brazilians 
killed, 224 wounded, and ninety-two Argentines killed and twenty-nine wounded—yet 
another example of divergent reporting of losses. See “Diário do Exército,” 447 (entry of 
18 July 1868), and “Acayuazá,” El Semanario (Luque), 19 July 1868.

	 70	 The general Argentine view has always held that Campos was brutalized while in captivi-
ty and perished in late 1868 as a result of physical mistreatment; but Major Antonio E. 
González, the annotator of the Centurión memoirs, claims that the he died of natural 
causes in camp at a time when many Paraguayans were also seriously ill. See Memorias y 
reminiscencias, 3: 125na; Héctor F. Decoud completely contradicts this assertion, noting 
that those imprisoned in the Paraguayan camp had never seen a man so brutally abused 
over such a length of time as Campos. See La masacre de Concepción, 177–178; and also 
Garmendia, La cartera de un soldado, 87–97, which, in a section entitled “Los mártires 
de Acayuazá,” argues much the same thing about the unfortunate Campos.

	 71	 Cardozo, Hace cien años, 9: 149.
	 72	 Fano, Il Rombo del Cannone Liberale, 330. 
	 73	 Resquín claimed that at this late stage there were still nine hundred women at Humaitá, 

but he is the only observer who offered such a high estimate of the number of noncomba-
tants then at the fortress. See La guerra del Paraguay contra la Triple Alianza, 93. 

	 74	 Osório had expressed reservations about the plan of attack. General Vitorino Carneiro 
Monteiro, by contrast, offered even stronger opposition, noting with good reason that 
Humaitá had ceased to have much military value and that the Allies should concentrate 
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on pursuing López’s army rather than waste lives in capturing a position of such limited 
importance. See Cardozo, Hace cien años, 8: 390.

	 75	 Amerlan, Night on the Río Paraguay, 115–116; see also “Ocorrencias do Combate Prove-
niente do Reconhecimento feito nas Trincheiras Paraguaias no forte de Humaitá em 16 
[sic] de Julho de 1868,” IHGB, lata 335, documento 23; and “The Battle of Humaitá,” The 
Standard (Buenos Aires), 23 July 1868. 

	 76	 “Parte Oficial do General Osório,” Parecué, 20 July 1868, and Osório to Estimada Mãe, 
Parecué, 17 July 1868, in Osório and Osório, História do General Osório, 441–445, 447–
451; El Semanario (Luque), 19 July 1868. Count Joannini, the Italian minister to Buenos 
Aires, noted that in the wake of this engagement, the reputation of Caxias declined while 
Osório’s vastly expanded, and that “everyone wishes that [the latter] be assigned supreme 
command.” See Joannini to Foreign Minister, Buenos Aires, 27 July 1868, Archivio Min-
istero degli Esteri (as extracted by Marco Fano).

	 77	 The Standard (Buenos Aires), in its issue of 1 August 1868, compared the evacuation 
of the fortress with that of Sebastopol the previous decade, noting that the latter was 
deemed a “masterly” accomplishment of the Crimean conflict; but “what was it in com-
parison to the tactics of the shoeless commander of Humaitá, who drew off his whole 
force under the very nose of the besiegers, crossed the rapid torrents of the Paraguay riv-
er, and gained the opposite shore before even Gelly—the sleepless Gelly—heard a word 
about it.” 

	 78	 Anglo-Brazilian Times (Rio de Janeiro), 22 August 1868; Leuchars notes that sixty of 
the one hundred eighty guns left behind were still sufficiently operable to be used later 
against their former owners. See To the Bitter End, 187. 

	 79	 Centurión, Memorias o reminiscencias, 3: 132–133; “Relación de un viejo Sargento,” El 
Paraguayo Ilustrado (Asunción), 2 August 1896. (The old sergeant was, in fact, a young 
Emilio Aceval, who served as president of Paraguay from 1898 to 1902.)

	 80	 “Notícias del ejército. Ataque a Timbó. 400 Prisoneros,” La Nación Argentina (Buenos 
Aires), 2 August 1868; “Testimony of Pedro V. Gill, (Asunción, 24 April 1888),” MHM-
CZ, carpeta 137, no. 10.

	 81	 Thompson, The War in Paraguay, 275. 
	 82	 Rivas to Caxias, Chaco, 4 August 1868, in Thompson, Guerra del Paraguay, cix–cxi; Cen-

turión, Memorias o reminiscencias, 3: 134. Resquín, in implying that Martínez had given 
up sooner than was strictly necessary, claimed that three hundred Paraguayans at Isla Poí 
actually succeeded in reaching Caballero’s troops by swimming the distance to Timbó on 
the very day of the surrender. See La guerra del Paraguay contra la Triple Alianza, 93.

	 83	 “An Episode of the War,” New York Times, 24 September 1868; an intriguing—and not 
altogether fanciful—image of the surrender negotiations appeared first as “Le Réver-
end Pere Esmerata,” in L’Illustration (Paris), 26 September 1868, and as “The War in 
Paraguay: Pere Esmerata Persuades Paraguayans to Surrender,” in the London Illustrated 
Times, 3 October 1868. The image, it seems, was provided to the press by the Baron 
de Rio Branco, who was then visiting the European capitals in his role as an imperial 
diplomat. See Roberto Assumpção, “Rio-Branco e ‘L’Illustration,’ ” Revista do Instituto 
Histórico e Geográfico Brasileiro 188 (1946): 10–13.

	 84	 The Paraguayan prisoners were divided among the Allied armies and allowed to choose 
their place of captivity. Most chose Buenos Aires. See “La visita de nuestro corresponsal 
a Humaitá,” La Nación Argentina (Buenos Aires), 30 August 1868, and Rivas to Caxias, 
Cuartel general, 5 August 1868, in Thompson, La guerra del Paraguay, cxiv–cxvi. 

	 85	 Martínez was questioned by his captors but refused to cooperate, relenting only in Oc-
tober, when he addressed a letter to the Argentine president demanding better treatment 
for his men. See Martínez et al to Sarmiento, Buenos Aires, 19 October 1868, in The 
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Standard (Buenos Aires), 31 October 1868. When this appeal was granted in January 
1869, he finally supplied a short account of his activities at Humaitá. He censured the se-
vere discipline and cruelty of Marshal López, who by now had vented his rage against the 
colonel’s family. See “Exposición del coronel paraguayo Francisco Martínez,” Album de 
la guerra del Paraguay 2 (1894): 205–207; Captain Gill’s reminiscences of the last stand 
at Isla Poí were assembled by his descendant Juan B. Gill Aguinaga in Un marino en la 
guerra de la Triple Alianza (Asunción, 1959), 16–18.

	 86	 Carlos Pereyra, Francisco Solano López y la guerra del Paraguay (Buenos Aires, 1953), 
123. The correspondent for Mitre’s newpaper claimed a figure of fourteen hundred 
Paraguayan prisoners. See “Teatro de la guerra,” La Nación Argentina (Buenos Aires), 11 
August 1868. Colonel Agustín Angel Olmedo, who witnessed the surrender, later spoke 
of the sad scene. When he tried to converse with the Paraguayans, “they could only stare 
straight ahead and murmur ‘I want to eat.’ ” See Guerra del Paraguay. Cuadernos de cam-
paña, 264 (entry of 5 August 1868).

	 87	 Centurión, Memorias o reminiscencias, 3: 135, and “Rendição da guarnição de Humaitá e 
sucesos posteriores,” (Humaitá, 6 August 1868), ANA-CRB I-30, 29, 24, no. 2. 

	 88	 Rivas to Mitre, Curupayty, 8 August 1868, in La Nación Argentina (Buenos Aires), 12 
August 1868. A good many of these prisoners ended up as laborers in Buenos Aires. Con-
tracts between police commissioners and private parties in the Argentine capital show 
several hundred men employed in this capacity (listing names, salaries, and termination 
of contract); see AGN X 32-5-6 (for 1866 through 1871). 

10 | THE NATION CONSUMES ITS OWN

	 1	 As it happened, the first two men to scout the abandoned fortress were an itinerant Ital-
ian sutler and a French baker, who slipped a few minor baubles to the Allied pickets to 
secure the honor—or the opportunity—of being the first to enter the Paraguayan camp. 
“To their ecstatic joy, they found the place completely deserted,” but they were unable 
to loot the site before the main Allied units put in an appearance an hour or two later 
and did the job themselves. See “The Fall of Humaitá,” The Standard (Buenos Aires), 6 
August 1868.

	 2	 Burton, Letters from the Battle-fields of Paraguay, 314–322; Olmedo, Guerra del Para-
guay. Cuadernos de campaña, 250–254 (entries for 26–28 July 1868).

	 3	 Burton scoffed at his Brazilian hosts when he ridiculed the Batería Londres as “an ex-
posed mass of masonry which ought to have shared the fate of the forts from Sumpter 
[sic] to Pulaski; and when granite fails, brick cannot hope to succeed.” See Letters from 
the Battle-fields of Paraguay, 319–320.

	 4	 Thirty-six of these guns were bronze, the rest iron. At Isla Poí, six bronze field pieces and 
two iron guns were captured, for a total of 188 cannon (and six Congreve rocket stands). 
See Silva Paranhos notes to Louis Schneider, A guerra da Triplice Aliança contra o gover-
no da República do Paraguai, 3: CDXXXVIII–CDLII.

	 5	 Two cannons bearing the Spanish arms were spotted in the workings, one bearing the 
date 1671 and the other 1685. See “La visita de nuestro corresponsal especial a Humaitá,” 
La Nación Argentina (Buenos Aires), 30 August 1868.

	 6	 Anglo-Brazilian Times (Rio de Janeiro), 22 August 1868.
	 7	 “Humaitá,” The Standard (Buenos Aires), 15 August 1868; “Inventário de Humaitá, (Cam-

pamento de Paso Pucú, 5 August 1868),” in La Tribuna (Buenos Aires), 12 August 1868.
	 8	 The Paraguayans were not exempt from the awe that the demolished chapel invariably 

excites in visitors. See C.S., “Las ruinas de Humaitá,” El Pueblo. Organo del Partido Lib-
eral (Asunción), 22 January 1895. 
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	 9	 Images of the ruined interior of the Humaitá chapel were widely distributed in the Allied 
countries and in Europe, where they appeared in L’Ilustration (Paris), 26 September 
1868. Of the two blue-and-white towers that graced the chapel before the war, the south-
ernmost structure largely survived the Allied shelling, only to be torn down in subse-
quent years by local landowners who used the bricks to construct their outside ovens 
(tatacuás) and storage sheds. Today, tourists in Asunción who show an interest in pur-
chasing chess sets carved from local hardwoods and featuring motifs of the Paraguayan 
War, will notice that the white rooks, when placed together, assume a form reminiscent 
of the Humaitá chapel. 

	 10	 O Diário do Rio de Janeiro, 4–5 August 1868. See also [O’Leary?] manuscript “Humaitá,” 
BNA-CJO.

	 11	 Burton, Letters from the Battle-fields of Paraguay, 340. 
	 12	 Needell, The Party of Order, 244-248. It will be remembered that the “moderating power” 

principle of the 1824 gave Pedro an extensive authority over Parliament but he generally 
sought to avoid the use of this authority lest he be accused of despotism. By contrast, 
though the Paraguayan constitution of 1844 gave López considerable authority as presi-
dent, he never showed any restraint in going beyond its provisions to achieve a political 
end. In this sense, his opponents were correct in dubbing his government despotic. 

	 13	 The Times (London), 17 August 1868.
	 14	 According to General Webb, the US minister in Rio, Itaboraí refused to enter office 

unless dom Pedro promised to consider peace proposals whenever Humaitá should fall. 
When the fortress did fall, however, the prime minister discovered that the Council of 
State had again endorsed the emperor’s unbending position that “the war [needed to be 
continued] until the objects originally aimed at were attained.” All the new ministers 
supposedly “complained of how they had [been deceived]” in this, but they did not pro-
ceed to deprive Caxias of the material and political support that he needed. In truth, lest 
Caxias be tainted as a warmonger, it should be noted that in August he himself proposed 
the cancellation of that proviso of the Triple Alliance Treaty that required López to step 
down before peace negotiations could commence—but dom Pedro vetoed the marquis’s 
suggestion, even threatening to abdicate the throne if the matter were pursued against 
his wishes. See Webb to Seward, Rio de Janeiro, 25 August 1868, NARA, M-121, no. 35; 
Cardozo, Hace cien años, 8: 277–278; and Doratioto, Maldita Guerra, 337–339.

	 15	 “Chronique,” Ba-Ta-Clan (Rio de Janeiro), 18 July 1868.
	 16	 Cholera had struck regularly at Luque and other villages of the Paraguayan interior 

since at least mid-March, and no medicines or facilities were available to help stave off an 
epidemic. See Telegram of Francisco Sánchez to Asunción garrison commander, Luque, 
18 March 1868, ANA-CRB I-30, 16, 12, no. 23. The disease does not seem to have had a 
comparable effect on military men; of the 793 soldiers in hospital at Cerro León in July, 
236 were listed as wounded, while 167 were down with foot sores caused by jiggers and 
lesions caused by botflies. Cholera does not even appear as one of the debilitating factors 
among the patients (though some of the miscellaneous respiratory ailments and fevers 
listed might possibly refer to the malady). See “Razón de infermos y heridos,” Cerro 
Léon, 27 July 1868, ANA-CRB I-30, 28, 13.

	 17	 As Benigno was absent at one of his northern ranches, he could not respond immediately 
to his brother’s order, but left for Seibo only on 15 March. See Centurión, Memorias or 
reminiscencias, 3: 97–98, and Cardozo, Hace cien años, 8: 207.

	 18	 The treasurer had visited Humaitá in late December 1867 to present López with a jew-
el-encrusted sword that had been prepared for him as a “voluntary” gift of the citizens. 
Bedoya’s arrest came as something of a mystery, with the most convincing explanation 
being offered by Washburn:



Thomas L. Whigham512

			   Bedoya was arrested for no cause that I could ever learn, except that the French 
consul, Cuberville, had told Benigno that, in case the president should abdicate, 
[Bedoya] would be the proper man for the succession. There may have been other 
reasons, but anyone knowing López would regard that as sufficient… A whispered 
possibility that there might be a change was high treason in López’s eyes, and 
though it was the consul who made it, yet it was enough to awaken the suspicion 
that the brother and brother-in-law were already providing for the succession. 
With this, I believe, commenced the first idea of a conspiracy in López’s mind.

		  See Washburn, History of Paraguay, 2: 263.
	 19	 Centurión, Memorias o reminiscencias, 3: 95–96. 
	 20	 Testimony of Sánchez, Luque, 27 March 1868, cited in Liliana M.Brezzo, “La Argenti-

na y la organización del Gobierno Provisorio en el Paraguay. La mission de José Roque 
Pérez,” Historia Paraguaya 39 (1999): 283, and Cardozo, Hace cien años, 8: 210–212. 
Benigno had studied at the Imperial Naval Academy in Rio de Janeiro, a fact that was 
remembered to his discredit during the worst excesses of 1868.

	 21	 Sánchez to López, Luque, 27 March 1868, MHM (A), Colección Gill Aguinaga, carpeta 
135, no. 1; and Centurión, Memorias o reminiscencias, 3: 253–258. 

	 22	 In subsequent months, Sánchez sought to redeem himself in the Marshal’s eyes by using 
his own heavy hand against perceived dissidents and malingerers in Luque and else-
where, sending several to the firing squad. See Manuel Avila, “El vice-presidente Sánchez 
fusilando. Espíritu de imitación por miedo,” Revista del Instituto Paraguayo 6, no. 52 
(1905): 32–38.

	 23	 According to Italian consul Chapperon, police functions in Luque during 1868 were 
partly covered by women. See Fano, “Fiesta en la guerra,” ABC Color (Asunción), 4 Octo-
ber 2011.

	 24	 See Masterman, Seven Eventful Years in Paraguay, 208–209. Amerlan repeats the story, 
noting with emphasis that López used to enter “the chapel and returned crawling on his 
knees, beating his breast with his fist, he prostrated himself before the altar, tore his hair 
and demeaned himself like the most wicked and contrite of sinners.” See Nights on the 
Rio Paraguay, 120.

	 25	 William Oliver, a British subject who had come to Paraguay in 1863 to work as a farmer in 
partnership with Dr. William Stewart, explained the omnipresence of spies in the country:

			   To express a doubt of López’s success in the war, was sufficient to cause any per-
son’s imprisonment; and later on in the war many were lanced for charges of less 
importance than that. Every time I went into Asunción after war commenced, a 
league before arriving I was met by a policeman in disguise, who followed me to 
near the town, where there was another man to relieve the first, and to follow me 
to the house where I stopped. I knew that all respectable persons, men and women, 
were spied [upon] incessantly by the police. I have seen the police take away under 
arrest many inoffensive persons, who I do not believe were capable of speaking 
a word against the Government. … The want of confidence amongst natives was 
well-founded. In Ibicuy [sic], a young man who had returned to his house from the 
army was betrayed by his sister, and was taken away again in irons. Deserters were 
always shot.

		  See “Testimony of William Oliver (Asunción, 12 January 1871),” in Scottish Record Of-
fice, CS 244/543/19 (25–26). 

	 26	 This comment had the usual racist connotation and might be better translated as “more 
Brazilian than the Brazilians.” See Centurión, Memorias o reminiscencias, 3: 145–146. 

	 27	 Thompson, The War in Paraguay, 267; Washburn(?), “Chronological Synopsis of the Ad-
ministration of Marshal Francisco Solano López, second President of Paraguay,” WNL. 
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	 28	 Major James Manlove was one of those enigmatic, nonconformist figures who rarely 
recommend themselves to the official world. At the time of the evacuation of the capital, 
many local residents had hastily sold their ducks, chickens, pigs, and even cattle to those 
inmates at the US legation who intended to stay on at Asunción. With the prospect of 
foodstuffs getting scarcer by the day, Manlove took it upon himself to care for the cattle. 
One day in late February, while returning from this duty, he galloped across one of the 
city plazas, though this had been forbidden by the police, who detained him because 
of the infraction. While in custody, he acted in a most surly fashion. He failed to salute 
an army captain, saying in his poor Spanish, that, as a major, he was the one to whom a 
salute was due. Things went downhill from there, and Washburn extricated him from 
the predicament only with much difficulty. Within weeks, the Marylander was arrested 
once again, this time for supposedly breaking into the house of a French friend of the US 
minister. See Cardozo, Hace cien años, 8: 175–176, 186; Washburn to Francisco Fernán-
dez, Asunción, 5 March 1868; Manlove to Washburn, Asunción, 5 March 1868 (wherein 
the major notes, that as a former Confederate, he was not sure that he was entitled to the 
“protection of the flag of your [the latter word crossed through and replaced with ‘our’] 
country”); Washburn to Gumercindo Benítez, Asunción, 24 March 1868; Gumercin-
do Benítez to Washburn, Luque, 29 March 1868; Washburn to Gumercindo Benítez, 
Asunción, 4 April 1868, all in WNL; Correspondencia diplomática entre el Gobierno del 
Paraguay y la Legación de los Estados Unidos de América y el consul de S.M. el Emper-
ador de los Franceses (Luque, 1868?); Correspondencia cambiada entre el Ministerio de 
relaciones exteriores de la república y el señor Charles A. Washburn, ministro residente de 
los Estados Unidos de América, sobre la conspiración fraguada contra la patria y el Gobi-
erno en combinación con el enemigo; y el atento de asesinato a la persona del Exmo. Señor 
Mariscal López por los nacionales y estrangeros (Luque, 1868); and “Sallie C. Washburn 
Diary,” entries for 2 and 24 March 1868 (wherein Manlove is upbraided for “always mak-
ing a fool of himself”), also in WNL.

	 29	 Masterman, Seven Eventful Years in Paraguay, 235. 
	 30	 See Gumercindo Benítez-Washburn Correspondence, 20 March through 6 August 1868, 

ANA-CRB I-22, 11, 2, nos. 35–64, and NARA M-128, no. 2.
	 31	 Washburn, “Memorandum of a Visit to the Paraguayan Camp in San Fernando, May 

1868,” WNL. 
	 32	 Aveiro claims that Bedoya died not in May, but in the winter months, and not of dys-

entery, but of a gangrenous leg. See Memorias militares, 63. Other sources speak of the 
former treasurer having been executed still later in the year. See “Testimony of Frederick 
Skinner, (Asunción, 25 January 1871),” Scottish Record Office, CS 244/543/19 (138); and 
Washburn, History of Paraguay, 1: 320.

	 33	 Resquín, La guerra del Paraguay contra la Triple Alianza, 94–95.
	 34	 Washburn seems to have despised all the Brazilian leaders. He once referred in print to 

Admiral Tamandaré (who had obstructed his passage to Asunción earlier in the war) as 
a “genius of imbecility.” See History of Paraguay, 1: 553.

	 35	 For his part, Caxias dismissed all talk of his involvement in a conspiracy with Washburn 
as so much tosh, affirming that had a plot even existed, he would never have participated 
in it either directly or indirectly. See “A Conspiração do Paraguay,” Jornal do Commer-
cio (Rio de Janeiro), 14 November 1868, and Caxias’s “declaration” in John LeLong, Les 
Républiques de la Plata et la Guerre du Paraguay. Le Brésil (Paris, 1869), 43–44.

	 36	 Burton, who was British consul at the Brazilian port of Santos, used rather skeptical 
language to sum up the general opinion of his colleagues on Washburn’s refusal to move 
the US legation: “I hardly think that such a proceeding would have been adopted by 
Europeans. … Asunción might have been attacked at any moment by a squadron of iron-
clads, and the Marshal-President of the Republic was to a certain extent answerable for 
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the lives of foreign agents accredited to him.” See Burton, Letters from the Battle-Fields of 
Paraguay, 409. 

	 37	 Leonardo Castagnino, Guerra del Paraguay. La triple alianza contra los países del Plata 
(Buenos Aires, 2011); Javier Yubi, “Al gran Mariscal,” ABC Color (Asunción), 24 July 2011. 

	 38	 Bliss and Masterman had every reason to be grateful to Washburn, but the latter none-
theless observed that the US minister “did talk most imprudently. Amongst ourselves 
it was all very well to say what we thought of the war and the character of López; but 
he used, in his blundering Spanish, to tell things to natives … which, perfectly right in 
themselves as mere personal opinions, became treason and conspiracy if the point of 
view were shifted a little.” See Masterman, Seven Eventful Years in Paraguay, 245. 

	 39	 Maíz, Resquín, Aveiro, and (somewhat more parenthetically) Centurión should probably 
be included in this group. See, for instance, Centurión, Memorias o reminiscencias, 3: 
263–286.

	 40	 Thompson, The War in Paraguay, 263–264. If anyone on board the ironclads had really 
wished to signal friends along the river, they would probably have used flags or hand 
motions rather than rely on shouted instructions.

	 41	 Strictly speaking, the government had suppressed the Laws of the Indies in Paraguay 
during the early 1840s, but it seems that the regulations concerning treason, as defined 
first in the Siete Partidas and then in the Military Ordinances of Charles III, were still in 
force as part of the reigning code of military justice (Jerry W. Cooney, personal commu-
nication, Longview, Washington, 9 April 2010). 

	 42	 Regarding Roca’s experiences in Paraguay, see Zacarías Rivero to Basilio de Cuellar, San-
ta Cruz, 17 January 1870, in Antonio Díaz, Historia política y militar de las repúblicas del 
Plata (Montevideo, 1878), 11: 171–176. 

	 43	 Inocencia López de Barrios is commonly depicted in unflattering terms as a Renoir 
woman with a Guaraní accent, who went about barefooted, and who betrayed just a 
touch of the slattern in her leer. But she was also an honest victim of her brother’s wrath. 
She remained in custody in camp from August until December 1868, and during all that 
time was under constant threat of torture. Her sentence of death was commuted, it is 
said, on the same day that the authorities shot her husband, General Barrios. See “Tes-
timony of Inocencia López de Barrios (Asunción, 17 January 1871),” in Scottish Record 
Office, CS 244/543/19 (83–84, 90). The two López sisters, both of whom survived the war, 
were ordered into detention at Yhú, an isolated village in the southeast of the country, 
but were rescued by their mother while en route to that destination, and were hidden 
away in the hill country of central Paraguay. Regarding Bayon de Libertat, see Fano, 
Il Rombo del Cannone Liberale, 2: 336; Maíz, Etapas de mi vida, 64-66; and Cuverville 
Correspondence (1868) in Kansas University Library, Natalício González Collection, ms. 
E222. As for the Portuguese consul, he stood accused of having secretly aided Brazil-
ian prisoners of war; this brought the revocation of his exequatur in July and his arrest 
shortly thereafter. See Decree of López, San Fernando, 20 July 1868, ANA-CRB I-30, 28, 
26, no. 9.

	 44	 José del R. Medina to Francisco Fernández, Luque, 30 July 1868, ANA-CRB I-30, 25, 26, 
no. 15; see “List of Accused Prisoners aboard Steamer Añambay, (7 August 1868),” in 
Cardozo, Hace cien años, 9: 215–216.

	 45	 Amerlan, Nights on the Rio Paraguay, 124. 
	 46	 Washburn, History of Paraguay, 2: 269–270.
	 47	 The term “tribunals of blood” may appear to suggest a connection to the Black Legend, 

for that was the name English Protestants used in denouncing the Duke of Alba’s six-
teenth-century Council of the Troubles in the Netherlands. In point of fact, in describing 
the events at San Fernando, it was the Paraguayans themselves who first used the term, 
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and it has by now entered the broader political and cultural discourse in the country. 
Alcibiades González Delvalle’s play “San Fernando,” published in Asunción in 2011 but 
written twenty years earlier, could not be presented in Paraguay at that time because 
contemporary comparisons with the “bloodletting” of López’s day seemed a bit too obvi-
ous for the defenders of the Stroessner dictatorship.

	 48	 Among Maíz’s many published works, one can mention the various editions of his mem-
oirs, Etapas de mi vida, as well as La Virgen de los Milagros (Asunción, 1883); Pequeña 
geografía (Asunción, 1886); 25 de noviembre en Arroyos y Esteros (Asunción, 1889); and 
Discurso del Pbro. Fidel Maíz. Pronunciado hace 21 años en Piribebuy (Asunción, 1922). 
His collected works can be found in Carlos Heyn Schupp, ed., Escritos del Padre Fidel 
Maíz, I. Autobiografía y cartas (Asunción, 2010).

	 49	 One anonymous writer, possibly Washburn, observed that it “was whispered that, as 
Rector of the Theological Seminary, [Maíz] was inculcating the most horrible, dangerous 
and revolutionary doctrines to his unsuspecting pupils. … [He was ultimately] convicted 
and removed from [his] post by a decree, which recited in the vaguest possible language 
[his] horrid crimes and misdemeanors, concerning which nothing tangible was ever 
published.” These “revolutionary doctrines” were almost certainly the standard Euro-
pean liberalism of the mid-1800s. See “Chronological Synopsis of the Administration of 
Marshal López,” WNL.

	 50	 El Semanario (Asunción), 1 December 1866.
	 51	 Maíz also managed to perform a task that was very dear to the Marshal’s heart. At the 

suggestion of Natalicio Talavera, he was ordered to compose a refutation of the Pope’s 
Bull of 1866, which assigned ecclesiastical authority over the Paraguayan dioceses to the 
Bishop of Buenos Aires. Maíz’s argument, which was reminiscent of the regalist doc-
trines of an earlier age, would have had the effect of strengthening state control over the 
church in Paraguay if it had been upheld in peacetime; as it was, during the war, the state 
held all the power anyway. See Maíz Rebuttal in El Semanario (Asunción), 2 February 
1867 and Maíz Papers in UCR Juansilvano Godoi Collection, Box 1, no. 26. 

	 52	 Questions of race and class were historically intertwined in Paraguay, and one could 
just as easily paint the wartime estrangement that the Guaraní-speaking peasantry felt 
for the urban elite in ethnic as well as class terms. Von Versen probably put it best when 
he remarked that the “Guaraníes [sic] assisted [in this persecution of the elite] with a 
disguised but natural glee, hoping [thereby] to witness the complete elimination of those 
Spaniards who had enslaved them.” See Reisen in Amerika, 173. 

	 53	 In a somewhat convoluted speech offered when in his dotage to an audience of admirers, 
Maíz stressed the desirability of a truly civil society, noting that it was all good and well 
to disagree when “under the breezes of a beautiful democratic freedom, but sometimes a 
tempest brings about a [broader] agitation from which surge forth new and impassioned 
disunions, and drive the ancient and hateful rivalries [like a dagger] into the breast of 
the Paraguayan family.” See Maíz, Desagravio (Asunción, 1916), 76–77.

	 54	 While never able to admit to remorse, Centurión was clearly vexed about his role at San 
Fernando, where he had taken notes at some of the most brutal interrogations. Frederick 
Skinner, one of the British doctors employed by the Paraguayan state, later claimed that 
the colonel had been a sadistic participant in the worst abuses: 

			   I cannot find language strong enough to express my opinion of him, which is that 
which all the people in the country have of him. He was one of López’s fiscales, 
and his executioner-in-chief. I have repeatedly seen him gloating over tortures and 
cruelties. They say that he has buried women alive in ant hills, but I cannot vouch 
for this. He is a great liar, and neither his word nor his oath deserves credit. He is a 
greater scoundrel than López himself.
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		  See “Declaration of Frederick Skinner, Asunción, 28 January 1871,” in Scottish Record 
Office, CS 244/543/19 (141). After the war, Centurión evidently wanted to escape both 
from his country and from his nightmares, and ended up for a number of years in En-
gland, where he married a wealthy Cuban pianist, Concepción de Zayas y Hechevarría. 
He seems to have developed a natural flair for literature during this time, and composed 
a novel of mystical inclination, the Viaje nocturno de Gualberto o reflexiones de un au-
sente, the text of which seemed to beg sympathy and pardon from those who had never 
found it necessary to compromise their values under the pressure of orders. Centurión 
thought it convenient, perhaps even appropriate, to publish the work pseudonymously in 
a foreign city—New York, in 1877. Few Paraguayans ever read it. One year later, the colo-
nel returned to Paraguay, where he found many among his countrymen still unwilling to 
shake his hand. He devoted himself thereafter to legal and diplomatic work, contributed 
to the Revista del Ateneo Paraguayo, and he eventually wrote the memoirs for which he is 
principally remembered today. In 1890, when an aspirant for a Paraguayan consular ap-
pointment at Montevideo publicly claimed that the colonel had attended the torture and 
execution of Uruguayan suspects at San Fernando, Centurión reacted swiftly, soliciting 
letters of support from a long list of veterans who swore that he had been nowhere near 
the events described. See Memorias y reminiscencias, 3: 258–262. Colonel Centurión died 
in 1902.

	 55	 Aveiro was a complex figure, well-educated and loyal, but also cunning, spiteful, and 
perhaps a bit cruel. He left a brief but useful account of his experiences during the war in 
which he admits, among other things, that he personally flogged the Marshal’s mother, 
for “such had been the orders.” See Memorias militares, 108. In his own memoirs, which 
went missing for several generations and which were only recently rediscovered, Falcón 
took a far more circumspect—if hypocritical—view of the events at San Fernando, cast-
ing every ounce of blame on López:

			   Hundreds of distinguished men, priests, and women were taken from the capital to 
that spot and there sacrificed to the whim or dream that [López had] conceived of 
a conspiracy against his life; there occurred the most horrendous torments against 
innocent persons who did not even know the cause of their torture. They died as 
martyrs crying out their innocence and they heard nothing but the noise of fetters, 
chains, lashings, screams, and cries for mercy.

		  See Falcón, Escritos históricos, 95. One would presume that Falcón was an unwilling 
spectator at these terrible events, and that, in accusing the Marshal, he was at least partly 
absolving himself for having done so little to prevent the torture. In fact, he acted as one 
of the fiscales appointed to conduct the interrogation of, among others, Masterman, and 
that, together with Maíz, he directly oversaw the Englishman’s torture (though Maíz 
denied any knowledge of Masterman in his 1889 letter to Zeballos). See Masterman, 
Seven Eventful Years in Paraguay, 256–258, and “The Atrocities of López,” The Standard 
(Buenos Aires), 15 May 1869.

	 56	 In late December, with the tribunals of San Fernando now a thing of the past, the British 
architect Alonzo Taylor happened to meet Madame Lynch and the Marshal when the lat-
ter rode past the Guardia at Lomas Valentinas. Taylor had been a prisoner since July and 
had frequently been tortured, as had many foreigners who had worked for the Paraguay-
an government:

			   We were ordered to stand in a row, and he came up to us and asked, “are you all 
prisoners?” We replied, “Yes,” and then Mr. Treuenfeld [the telegraphist] appealed 
to His Excellency, who asked him why he was there. Mr. Treuenfeld said he did 
not know, and the President told him he was at liberty, and might retire. I then 
approached, and said I should be grateful for the same mercy. López asked me who 
I was, and affected great surprise when he heard my name, and said, “What do you 
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do here? You are at liberty.” Then the other prisoners, ten in number, came up and 
received the same answer.

		  See “Taylor Narrative,” in Masterman, Seven Eventful Years in Paraguay, 330. 
	 57	 Save perhaps for a truncated excerpt, the written transcripts of the San Fernando trials 

appear not to have survived. Scholars, however, can consult some of the earlier reports 
assembled at Luque to get an idea of the evidence to which the fiscales had access. See 
Miscellaneous testimonies, Luque, 8 May–2 June 1868, ANA-CRB I-30, 24, 46; “Plano y 
organización de la conspiración tramada en el Paraguay, 1866 [sic],” BNA-CJO, Manuel 
Avila, “Apuntes sobre la conspiración de 1868. Pequeña contribución a la historia de la 
guerra con la Triple Alianza y de la tiranía de López,” Revista del Instituto Paraguayo 2, 
no. 17 (1899): 215–231, and 3, no. 23 (1900): 3–30; and more generally, Godoi, Documen-
tos históricos, 131–145. Dr. William Stewart maintained that Marshal López was well 
informed about the proceedings at San Fernando, and also of all the tortures. “At table 
he told us that Mr. So-and-So begged to be shot, but that Father Maíz would reply ‘have 
no fear for that, when we have done with you, we will shoot you.’ ” See “Testimony of 
Stewart,” WNL. Stewart himself was an interesting witness to all these events. A favorite 
among the foreigners who frequented Madame Lynch’s “salon,” he always exhibited an 
air of tranquil superiority, except when the Marshal’s name was mentioned; on such oc-
casions, he posed as a model of obsequiousness, and yet always managed to seem manly 
(unlike Wisner, whose effeminacy was noted by all).

	 58	 Thompson, The War in Paraguay, 328. 
	 59	 Father Maíz represents a case in point. After visiting Rome in the 1870s to help rectify 

Paraguay’s relations with the Vatican, he returned to Arroyos y Esteros and quietly 
administered the parish school. He felt some guilt for his past brush with power, and 
in several of his final letters about the war, he laid aside the topic of his own conduct to 
focus on the sacrifices made by all the Paraguayan chaplains. See, for example, Maíz to 
O’Leary, Arroyos y Esteros, 24 February 1915, BNA-CO. Maíz died in 1920, a few days 
short of his ninety-second birthday.

	 60	 Toward the end of his life, Maíz justified his behavior with words similar to those ut-
tered by the various petty tyrants tried at Nuremburg in the late 1940s. “In truth,” he 
remarked, “I obeyed the undeniable orders of the first magistrate of the Republic … 
keeping strictly to the law and all the legal precedents [knowing that if] the law was 
rigid, cruel, and perhaps barbarous, I could not depart from its letter and spirit. … I have 
nothing to repent.” See Maíz, Desagravio, 23–24.

	 61	 Masterman evinced considerable sympathy for the soldiers delegated to guard him, bru-
tal though they were, for they were also mere children caught in terrible circumstances:

			   Lying awake at night, I have heard the younger ones, perhaps ten or twelve years 
of age, crying bitterly, from terror at being left alone in the dark, gloomy vault, or 
from cold or hunger. Once I saw a chubby flaxen-haired boy, holding his musket 
like a pole before him, his tears running down his cheeks, trying to weep silently, 
but a big sob shook him at intervals. I asked him in a whisper what was the matter. 
“I want to go home to my mother,” he whimpered most unheroically, “and I am 
afraid of the dark.” Poor little fellow, I thought, you are even more miserable than I.

		  See Seven Eventful Years in Paraguay, 168. 
	 62	 Amerlan, Nights on the Rio Paraguay, 127. 
	 63	 Washburn, History of Paraguay, 1: 510. The cepo uruguaiana was supposedly used by 

soldiers of the Uruguayan army against Paraguayan prisoners during the 1865 siege of 
Uruguaiana. For reasons unclear, the same torture was sometimes referred to in the doc-
umentation as the cepo colombiano.
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	 64	 Washburn, History of Paraguay, 2: 269–271; Alonzo Taylor saw doña Juliana on many 
occasions over the months of her captivity, and conceived a great pity for her after learn-
ing that she had been through the cepo on six separate occasions: “She was very anxious 
to know if a large black mark she had over one of her eyes would disappear or if it would 
disfigure her for life … [and] when I saw her led out to execution on the 16th or 17th of De-
cember, the mark was still there.” See “Taylor Narrative” in Masterman, Seven Eventful 
Years in Paraguay, 327.

	 65	 “Correspondencia (Buenos Aires, 28 May 1868),” in Jornal do Commercio (Rio de Janei-
ro), 5 June 1868. 

	 66	 Matías Goiburú, another one of the Marshal’s fiscales at San Fernando, left a short ac-
count of the sufferings of Juliana Ynsfrán. He blamed López for all her misfortune. See 
Cardozo, Hace cien años, 9: 241.

	 67	 There is a tendency in the anti-Lopista literature to lump together all of the Marshal’s 
victims, as if their common fate somehow reduced their individuality to useless detail; 
in truth, they were very different from each other and had different talents, different 
ambitions, and different weaknesses. Berges was perhaps the only one of the Marshal’s 
ministers who could think “outside the box”. The minister’s administration of the port 
of Corrientes in 1865 offered an appropriate example, since it wedded a carefully con-
structed notion of Correntino “autonomy” to the gloved use of Paraguayan force in a 
way that actually gained the Asunción government some friends. See Olinda Massare de 
Kostianovsky, José Berges. Malogrado estadista y diplomático (Asunción, nd), 12–17. The 
former foreign minister’s “defense” at San Fernando, such as it is, can be consulted in 
ANA-CRB I-30, 27, 96 [August (?) 1868]. 

	 68	 In one of his many (and oft-times contradictory) letters on the subject of the tribunals, 
Father Maíz claimed that López generally penciled an “x” against the names of those 
who were to be found guilty and executed. See Maíz to Zeballos, Arroyos y Esteros, 7 
July 1889, AHM (A)-CZ, carpeta 122. Though this does not seem out of keeping with the 
Marshal’s temper, it nonetheless appears overstated, since he usually kept his distance 
from the inquisitions. The fiscales, of course, could not rely on his absenting himself if 
they wished to remain safe. Amerlan tells the story of one judge who earned himself four 
bullets to the brain when the Marshal learned that he had given Benigno a glass of water. 
See Nights on the Rio Paraguay, 128–129.

	 69	 Aveiro maintained that the ex-foreign minister’s distempers were largely a sham. See 
Memorias militares, 64. Berges faced the cepo uruguaiana various times before his exe-
cution. See Cardozo, Hace cien años, 10: 81.

	 70	 Barrios was a stiff, rather limited officer who had acted as his future brother-in-law’s 
procurer during the 1850s and later commanded the invasion forces in Mato Grosso 
in 1864. See “Sumario instruido contra el Ministro de Guerra y Marina, General de 
división ciudadano Vicente Barrios, sobre el suicidio que ha intentado de perpetrar 
degollándose con una navaja de barba el día 12 de agosto [de 1868],” ANA-SH 355, no. 9; 
Aveiro, Memorias militares, 68–69; and “Informes del general don Bernardino Caballe-
ro, ex-presidente de la república (Asunción, 1888),” MHM (A)-CZ carpeta 131. 

	 71	 In Paraguay, the foreign engineers had displayed the dull and self-conscious integrity 
of company men. Seeing their Paraguayan underlings invariably as “wogs,” the engi-
neers treated them accordingly and were little respected for it, however much they were 
obeyed. On the other hand, local masters, if anything, acted with even greater contempt 
for their subordinates. See Masterman, Seven Eventful Years in Paraguay, 54–55, and Pla, 
The British in Paraguay. 

	 72	 Though still detained as a suspected enemy agent, von Versen had enjoyed the freedom 
of the Paraguayan camp in San Fernando until mid-July when Resquín’s men came to 
formally arraign him on conspiracy charges. He was kept in a sort of cage for a time but 
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was not subjected to the cepo. Later, once the Paraguayan camp had moved to Pikysyry, 
he was bound day and night together with various Allied prisoners of war. He was later 
released and then rearrested once again. See Cardozo, Hace cien años, 9: 151–152, 246, 
352–353; 10: 25–26; and von Versen, Reisen in Amerika, 187–196. 

	 73	 Magnus Mörner, Algunas cartas del naturalista sueco Eberhard Munck af Rosenchöld 
escritas durante su estadía en el Paraguay, 1843–1868 (Stockholm, 1956), 5; Visconde de 
Taunay, Cartas da Campanha. A Cordilheira. Agonia de Lopez (1869–1870) (São Paulo, 
1921), 42.

	 74	 Centurión referred to the proceedings as a “hellish vortex” that brought horror to every-
one involved. See Memorias o reminiscencias, 3: 155–156.

	 75	 Burton, Letters from the Battle-Fields of Paraguay, xi, 128. Regarding the skepticism of 
the foreign naval officers, see The Times (London), 11 December 1868. 

	 76	 The general, who had done such fine work as a gunner at Redención Island and else-
where, managed to run afoul of the Marshal in a manner not entirely clear. Perhaps he 
was accused as an accomplice in the conspiracy; in any case, he disappeared one day 
and was later bayoneted to death. See Thompson, The War in Paraguay, 266. Bruguez, it 
seems, had been an intimate friend of Benigno López and therein lies, almost certainly, 
the explanation of his fate. In addition to his skills as a gunner, the general was known 
as a loving foster father to his many nephews and nieces whose own parents had died 
earlier in the war. See Decoud, La masacre de Concepción, 174–175. 

	 77	 In his memoirs, Washburn evidently felt no regret for his various displays of disrespect 
towards López, seemingly thinking that, as representative of a free country, he should be 
free to act any way he wished: “It may not have been diplomatic, and certainly was not 
courtier-like, but I took a sort of malicious pleasure, when everyone else in the room was 
standing, to sit in a conspicuous place, indifferent to whether the President were stand-
ing or not,” an offense that was “laid up against me, to be brought up years afterwards.” 
See History of Paraguay, 2: 104.

	 78	 Many well-to-do people, mostly foreigners, had taken advantage of his generosity—or 
self-absorption—to turn their cash over to him in 1868, and there are many divergent 
tales of what finally happened to all the money and jewels. See, for example, “Los miste-
rios del Paraguay,” La Nación Argentina (Buenos Aires), 23–24 December 1868. One cu-
rious document at the Washburn-Norlands Library in Maine is a promissory note James 
Manlove, dated 13 August 1868, to pay Washburn the sum of two hundred fifty dollars 
in gold, with interest. This was only days before the major was shot.

	 79	 Sallie Washburn emerges from the documentation as a smug, rather bigoted figure, 
boastful of her material advantages and the social position she enjoyed through her 
husband’s status as US minister. The diplomatic personnel who made her acquaintance 
tolerated rather than liked her. She appears to have had a nervous breakdown en route to 
Buenos Aires, and it is hard to know what to make of her controversial assertion given 
her state of mind. See “Testimony of Commander W.A. Kirkland (New York, 28 October 
1869)” in the Paraguayan Investigation, 215; In a letter to General Webb later cited in a 
note to Washburn’s successor as US minister to Asunción, her husband amplified on her 
mental state, observing that

			   while the danger lasted and we did not know but I should be arrested, tortured 
to death or shot, and she sent on foot to the Cordilleras, she kept up bravely. But 
the danger passed and she has completely broken down. Visions of imprisonment 
fettered and stripes for your humble servant disturb and haunt her; and her doctor 
tells me today she must keep entirely quiet and not go out for weeks. … What she 
most needs is quiet together with sleep undisturbed by horrid visions of López  
and torture.



Thomas L. Whigham520

		  See Webb to Martin F. McMahon, Rio de Janeiro (?), 6 October 1868, and Washburn to 
Israel Washburn, Buenos Aires, 12 October 1868, both in WNL.

	 80	 Sallie Washburn may have let slip a dangerous secret, or, more likely, she was deluding 
herself in thinking she knew more than she did. Months later, she denied that she had 
said any such thing, testifying before Congress that “I could not have said that there 
was a plan or a conspiracy because I did not then believe it; but I may have said that at 
one time we may have supposed there was, because of the arrest of people. … I do not 
remember definitely what occurred on the voyage, as I was very nervous and suffered 
a great deal.” See “Testimony of Mrs. Washburn (New York, 29 October 1869),” in the 
Paraguayan Investigation, 217. Given the rancor that developed between her husband 
and the US naval officers on the South American station, it is possible that her naval 
interlocutor, Captain William A. Kirkland, heard her comment the way he wanted to 
and interpreted it in such a way as to embarrass the Washburn family. For his part, the 
former minister denied that his wife could have disclosed a conspiracy, for no one who 
“had escaped from the hands of López believes there had been one.” See Washburn letter, 
New York, 16 November 1869, in New York Daily Tribune, 17 November 1869.

	 81	 Distinct from his predecessor Emile Laurent-Cochelet, French consul Paul Cuverville 
had never warmed to the New Englander and had little problem believing the worst of 
him. See Cuverville to French Foreign Minister, Luque, 23 October 1868, in Capdevila, 
Une Guerre Totale, 456–457. The Frenchman’s suspicions, which in every detail reflected 
the official attitude of the Marshal’s government, were widely credited in a Metropolitan 
France still resentful of the US’s role in the Mexican fiasco. One result, perhaps, was the 
reception accorded the subsidized publication of a pamphlet entitled M. Washburn et 
la Conspiration Paraguayenne. Une question du droit des gens (Paris, 1868). This work 
contrived to implicate many Paraguayans and resident foreigners in the 1868 conspiracy. 
See Gregorio Benítes to Benjamín Poucel, Paris, 18 December 1868, BNA-CO Benítes 
Papers, which discusses monies paid out for this project.

	 82	 Originally published as a series in El Semanario, this report was later published in 
multiple copies as Historia secreta de la misión del ciudadano norte-americano Charles 
A. Washburn cerca del gobierno de la República del Paraguay (Luque?, 1868). Even those 
who believe in a conspiracy can recognize the unmistakable hand of coercion in this 
work. Bliss spent three months composing it, calculating that the longer he stayed at the 
task, the greater the possibility of his rescue by the Allied army. He was daily bullied 
throughout this time by Father Maíz, who, though he never tortured the North Amer-
ican, warned that things might go badly for him if he failed to write in the prescribed 
way. In the end, the “pamphlet” reached 323 pages, and included a fictitious biography of 
Washburn and as many poems and “ridiculous old jokes” as Bliss could recall (“believ-
ing that this publication would inevitably fall into the hands of the Allies and be inter-
preted by them correctly, I resolved to make it the medium of informing them and all the 
world in regard to the atrocities committed by President López”).

	 83	 “Testimony of Rear-Admiral C.H. Davis (New York, 27 October 1869),” and “Testimony 
of Commander W.A. Kirkland (New York, 28 October 1869)” in Paraguayan Investiga-
tion, 186–209. Thomas Q. Leckron, a captain’s clerk aboard the Wasp at the time of Bliss’s 
release, chanced to talk with the reluctant author of the Historia secreta and quoted him 
as saying that he had never been mistreated, save that “he could not go any distance 
from his quarters without being accompanied by a Paraguayan soldier.” See Leckron to 
W.A. Kirkland, Montevideo, 18 May 1869, in Paraguayan Investigation, 200–201. The 
ship’s doctor aboard the same vessel testified that neither Masterman nor Bliss showed 
any sign of torture. See “Testimony of Marius Duvall (New York, 25 October 1869),” in 
Paraguayan Investigation, 166–173. With this kind of testimony and counter-testimony, 
we can only reiterate the observation of Harris G. Warren that someone “certainly was 
lying.” But who? See Warren, Paraguay. An Informal History, 257.
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	 84	 Burton, Letters from the Battle-fields of Paraguay, 407. 
	 85	 As usual, there is considerable debate as to how many people were executed as a result 

of these various proceedings. General Resquín’s diary, retrieved by the Allies after the 
Lomas Valentinas campaign, included summary dispositions on the various cases. These 
aptly titled “Tablas de Sangre” reported 432 individuals shot (pasados por las armas), five 
bayoneted, one lanced; 167 died in captivity; 216 taken out to work in the trenches; two 
(Bliss and Masterman) expelled from Paraguayan territory; one sent to the capital; and 
ten released. Of those shot, 289 were Paraguayans, 117 foreigners, and twenty-six listed 
without designation of national identity (the dispositions included several Correntinos, 
one Mexican, one Swiss, and one Russian). See La Tribuna (Buenos Aires), 20 February 
1869; Anglo-Brazilian Times (Rio de Janeiro), 23 February 1869; and A. Rebaudi, Guerra 
del Paraguay. Un episodio. “¡Vencer o morir!” (Tucumán, 1920), 97–104.

	 86	 In his unpublished (and unedited) Historia del Paraguay, now housed in the Nettie Lee 
Benson Library at the University of Texis, Austin, Dr. William Stewart offered an expla-
nation of the Marshal’s psychology that roughly coincided with the opinion expressed by 
Washburn:

			   López became a victim of a limitless amour-propre that prevented him from giving 
proper weight to the happy perspectives that his position afforded him. Suspicious 
and taciturn, his life was surrounded by a dense shadow [and] to escape from 
society, the official sphere became the one thing that absorbed his attention. … We 
took every occasion to awake in him noble aspirations of political greatness [that 
could be manifested in] the moral and material progress [of his country], but all 
was in vain. The efforts of the physician were arrested by opposing influences that 
developed into neurosis, which was the central element in my diagnosis. 

11 | BLEEDING, DROP BY DROP
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again from Rosario. See Cardozo, Hace cien años, 9: 300, 342. 
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the treason of Berges and others received a florid censure as utterly unbecoming of loyal 
Paraguayans. See Statement of Loyalty of Citizens of Itauguá, 27 July 1868, ANA-CRB 
I-30, 28, 3, no. 8; of Limpio, 5 August 1868, UCR-JSG box 15, no. 13; and of San José de 
los Arroyos, 9 August 1868, ANA-CRB I-30, 28, 13, no. 1. 

	 3	 “Parte official, Humaitá, 30 August 1868,” in Jornal do Commercio (Rio de Janeiro), 16 
September 1868; Gelly y Obes to Mitre, Humaitá, 30 August 1868,” in The Standard 
(Buenos Aires), 2 September 1868; and Tasso Fragoso, História de Guerra entre a Triplice 
Aliança e o Paraguay, 4: 5–14.

	 4	 American Annual Cyclopedia of and Register of Important Events of the Year 1868 (New 
York, 1871), 8: 613 (which apparently used the Anglo-Brazilian Times as its primary 
source); and, more generally, Tasso Fragoso, História da Guerra entre a Triplice Aliança e 
o Paraguay, 4: 14–18.
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denly had the Paraguayans departed from San Fernando that the officer in charge of one 
of the outlying posts came into camp to report as usual, only to find the Allies in posses-
sion of the site. See Leuchars, To the Bitter End, 188.
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	 57	 Leuchars, To the Bitter End, 227. 
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garding horses, see Antonio da Silva Paranhos to Victorino, Concepción, 31 December 
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suggests that most of the seven hundred or so perished. See Centurión, Memorias o 
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rainbows coexisted in permanent embrace with tropical foliage. It served as an Ultima 
Thule for explorers coming upstream along the Paraná since Jesuit times, and had only 
been mapped with any degree of precision in the early 1860s as part of a geographical 
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created during the construction of the Itaipú hydroelectric complex.
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entre a Tríplice Aliança e o Paraguai, 5: 159–172; Cardozo, Hace cien años, 13: 271–273, 
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	 69	 This conversation, remembered by Silvero in old age, was related to Juansilvano Godoi in 
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“ready for combat.” See Hace cien años, 13: 402. Amerlan notes 400 men and 500 women 
present. See Nights on the Río Paraguay, 149.
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	 83	 A Gazeta de Noticias (Rio de Janeiro), 20 March 1880; Ignacio Ibarra, “1 de marzo de 

1870. Cerro-Cora,” La Democrácia (Asunción), 1 March 1885. 
	 84	 Not surprisingly, Resquín told the story differently, claiming that López had delegated 

him to escort Madame Lynch out of the line of fire. See Resquín, La guerra del Paraguay 
contra la Triple Alianza, 152–154; “Another Account of the Death of López [testimony 
of Colonel José Simão de Oliveira, Brazilian engineers],” The Standard (Buenos Aires), 6 
April 1870; and Amerlan, Nights on the Río Paraguay, 154. 
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with the former position being argued, among others, by Washburn, History of Para-
guay, 2: 593; Phelps, Tragedy of Paraguay, 259; Blomberg, La dama del Paraguay, 118; 
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Roa to tell him of the Marshal’s death. But Roa thought the message an Allied ruse, and 
continued to fight until seriously wounded. The Brazilians beheaded the prostrate Roa 
once the fighting subsided, an atrocity for which Escobar held himself responsible. See 
“Testimony of Patricio Escobar,” in MHM (A)-CZ, carpeta 129; Juan Sinforiano Boga-
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Francsico Roa. Un artillero inmolado en Cerro Corã,” La Tribuna (Asunción), 25 August 
1968. The late Washington Ashwell published an Escobar “memoir” found in an old 
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in Paraguay to this weird “memoir” was predictably contentious and largely divided 
along factional lines. See Ultima Hora (Asunción), 8, 10 November 2011, and ABC Color 
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ward into the abdomen, one of which penetrated to the intestines, and the other, through 
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they extracted the Minié ball. See “Certification of the Wounds Causing the Death of 
Marshal Francisco Solano López by Brazilian Army Surgeons Manoel Cardoso da Costa 
Lobo and Militão Barbosa Lisboa,” Concepción, 25 March 1870, in ANA-SH 356, no. 18. 

	 98	 See The Standard (Buenos Aires), 6 April 1870; Amerlan, Nights on the Río Paraguay, 155.
	 99	 The Standard (Buenos Aires), 6 April 1870.
	 100	 See Cunha Mattos testimony in von Versen, História da Guerra do Paraguai (Rio de 

Janeiro, 1913), 263–267.
	 101	 Schneider, “Guerra de la Triple Alianza,” 463. Major Floriano noted that Lynch “caused 

a great sensation” among the Allied officers. See Floriano Peixoto to Tiburcio Ferreira, 
Arroyo Guazú, 4 March 1870, in Roberto Macedo, Floriano na Guerra do Paraguai (Rio 
de Janeiro, 1938), 43–44. 

	 102	 History of Paraguay, 2: 593. Washburn echoed the common Brazilian rationale for 
Lynch’s guard, but, as Barbara Potthast-Jutkeit points out, those women who had 
followed the Marshal to Cerro Corã had other reasons for doing so than to murder his 
lover. See “¿Paraíso de Mahoma,” 296, no. 169.

	 103	 The story repeated by O’Leary (and alluded to in novelistic form by Manuel de Gálvez), 
which has a Brazilian trooper responsible for cutting the left ear from the Marshal’s 
cadaver to settle a wager, stretches credulity given the presence of senior officers who 
wanted to take López prisoner and who would have interfered to prevent such an act. 
Just as unlikely is the assertion that one man danced upon the Marshal’s bloodied belly 
before being driven away by Major Floriano Peixoto. See Cardozo, Hace cien años, 13: 
446, 450. Doratioto refers parenthetically to the ear mutilation, and to another story 
involving soldiers who knocked out several of López’s teeth and tore out a tuft of his hair, 
but he does not appear to believe either tale. See Maldita Guerra, 453. Slightly more cred-
ible is the account offered by Father Maíz, who condemns the Brazilians (“those human 
hyenas”) for having forced Paraguayan prisoners to march over the Marshal’s grave as 
they departed the next day. See Etapas de mi vida, 75. 

	 104	 In 1936, the Febrerista government exhumed the Marshal’s bones and those of Panchito 
for reburial in the Panteón Nacional, but almost immediately questions arose about their 
authenticity. Evidence for the specific location of the earlier graves depended entirely on 
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the testimony of one ancient veteran, who revisited Cerro Corã ten years after the last 
engagement and found that the crosses that marked the two López graves had fallen—or 
had been thrown—to one side. He replaced the crosses where he thought they belonged 
and cut a notch into a nearby tree to further mark the spot. He returned again in 1897 
and could find only the machete cut in the tree, the crosses having vanished in the 
interim. The team that visited the site in the 1930s had only his testimony to work with, 
and he was by that time a very rheumy old man. Modern DNA research might be able to 
determine whether the remains in the Panteón really belong to López, but no one as yet 
seems interested in reopening what could prove a politically charged case. See La Hora. 
Organo de la Asociación Nacional de ex-Combatientes (Asunción), 5 September and 14 
October 1936; Juan Stefanich commentary, La Nación (Asunción), 23 September 1936; 
and Efraím Cardozo, “¿Donde estan los restos del mariscal López?” La Tribuna (Asun-
ción), 29 March 1970. The scene of battle at Cerro Corã passed during the 1880s into the 
hands of La Industrial Paraguaya, the country’s foremost yerba concern. The Morínigo 
dictatorship then expropriated the land for a national park in 1945. 

	 105	 Official Report of General Câmara (Concepción, 13 March 1870), in Revista del Instituto 
Paraguayo 12 (1892): 421.

	 106	 Couto de Magalhães (1837–1898) rose to the rank of general after the war and earned 
acclaim as a scholar long before his retirement. His 1876 study, O Selvagem, stimulated 
folkloric studies in Brazil. In 1907 his nephew presented this rare Jesuit text taken from 
the Marshal’s belongings to the diplomat Manoel de Oliveira Lima, who included it in 
the famous collection of books and documents he donated to the Catholic University in 
Washington, D. C., where it remains today.

	 107	 General Resquín paid tribute on this count to Paranhos, whose refusal to hand the Par-
aguayan officers over to the triumvirs for almost certain execution marked him and his 
countrymen as civilized men, quite distinct from “perfidious traitors” like Rivarola and 
Loizaga. See La guerra del Paraguay contra la Triple Alianza, 158–160. 

	 108	 Pinheiro Guimarães, Um voluntário da Pátria, 44; General Câmara never recognized his 
paternity in the case of Adelina López, the daughter born to Inocencia after her return to 
Asunción. Wanderley, by contrast, married Venancio’s daughter.

	 109	 Centurión purposely signed this statement “Centauro” as his way of invalidating the 
document. See Memorias o reminiscencias, 4: 200.

	 110	 Aveiro, Memorias militares, 107–108.
	 111	 There was dancing in the streets of the imperial capital when word arrived of the Mar-

shal’s death, and then again in May, when the first units returning from Cerro Corã pa-
raded before the jubilant Cariocas. Dom Pedro appeared as excited as all the others when 
he first received the news but his temper soon cooled when he learned how López was 
slain. In a letter of 4 April 1870, the war minister wrote to Paranhos about this concern, 
noting that the emperor “had no wish to consent to the conferring of honors on Corpo-
ral Chico [Lacerda] until all was cleared up,” and that perhaps it would be “convenient 
to satisfy him with money.” See Pinheiro Guimarães, Um Voluntário, 156–158; Kolinski, 
“The Death of Francisco Solano López,” The Historian 26, no. 1 (November 1963): 90; 
Anglo-Brazilian Times (Rio de Janeiro), 25 March 1870. 

	 112	 La Regeneración (Asunción), 9 March 1870; La Prensa (Buenos Aires), 17 March 1870. 
	 113	 Two days after the engagement at Cerro Corã, the same unit that had killed General Roa 

caught up with a small unit of Paraguayans under Colonel Juan Bautista Delvalle, who 
had fled with several wagons of silver plate and other valuables. Though Delvalle and the 
others raised their hands in surrender, the Brazilians killed every man among them save 
one, then divided the loot. Resquín claimed that the number of Paraguayan victims in 
this encounter exceeded two hundred men (although that figure is almost certainly too 
high). See Centurión, Memorias o reminiscencias, 4: 192–195; Bejarano, El Pila, 390–391; 
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and Leuchars, To the Bitter End, 231. That the Brazilians gave no quarter on this occasion 
certainly argued against Caballero’s prompt surrender, but Delvalle’s killing may have 
had less to do with refusing quarter than with simple indiscipline.

	 114	 Telegram of Paranhos, 10 March 1870, in Jornal do Commercio (Rio de Janeiro), 25 
March 1870; Centurión, Memorias o reminiscencias, 4: 189–190.The prisoners from 
Cerro Corã, some three hundred officers and men (excluding the highest ranks), reached 
Asunción by the end of the month, and were promptly released. See Jornal do Commercio 
(Rio de Janeiro), 14 April 1870.

EPILOGUE 

	 1	 One source notes a loss of twelve thousand men from disease, but this either represents 
a typographical error for a far greater loss or is simple understatement. See “End of the 
Paraguayan War,” The Standard (Buenos Aires), 23 November 1869.

	 2	 The US minister to Buenos Aires offered this estimate of costs, adding in his dispatch to 
Washington that Argentina suffered less than the empire, which had incurred nearly six 
times as much in war expenditures. Indeed, he expected the resulting budgetary short-
falls to cripple Brazil’s economy for some time. See R. C. Kirk to Hamilton Fish, Buenos 
Aires, 11 September 1869, in NARA FM-69, no. 18. For more details, see La Prensa (Bue-
nos Aires), 18 October 1869 and La Nación Argentina (Buenos Aires), 27 October 1869.

	 3	 Both the Banco de la Provincia de Buenos Aires and the Bank of London benefited from 
Argentina’s conflict with Paraguay. The latter institution had provided a substantial 
loan to the national government at a rate of 18 percent, and saw its reserves rise tenfold 
during the war years, despite having paid 87.5 percent of capital invested in salaries and 
dividends. See H. S. Ferns, Britain and Argentina in the Nineteenth Century (London, 
1960), 359.
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Glossary

Abati: a defensive obstacle formed by felled trees with sharpened branches.

Acá Carayá: “monkey heads,” one of Marshal López’s two escort battalions, so called from 
the tails of howler monkeys used to decorate individual helmets.

Acá Verá: “shiny heads,” another of Lopez’s escort battalions, so called from the highly 
polished metallic plates used to decorate individual helmets.

Aguardiente: generic term for distilled spirits, often flavored with fruit or sweetened herbs.

Ahijuna: an interjection of gaucho origin indicating surprise or frustration.

Apepú: bitter orange, the juice of which is sometimes used to flavor alcoholic beverages, 
and the leaves for making petitgrain oil.

Arroyo: stream or creek.

Banda paí: Paraguayan term for military band.

Bandeirantes: Brazilian backwoods pathfinders or slave catchers.

Barbette: an earthen platform or raised mound fashioned at the edges of forts or rein-
forced positions to facilitate defensive fire over the parapet.

Batería Londres: the most lethal of the twenty odd batteries facing the Paraguay River at 
Humaitá.

Bersagliere: a member of a Piedmontese infantry corps organized around 1850 as sharp-
shooters or riflemen.

Bodoque: marble-sized balls of fire-hardened mud used by Paraguayans as shot for a sling.

Bogobantes: rowers, as with canoes.

Bombilla: a metallic straw, usually of silver, through which yerba mate is sucked.

Bonaerense: an inhabitant of the province of Buenos Aires

Cabichuí: stinging wasp.

Cacolet: one of a pair of chairs or litters mounted on a horse or mule.

Camalote: floating island of aquatic vegetation.

Caña: sugarcane liquor.
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Caraguatá: species of agave plant useful in the making of rope and substitutes for paper.

Caranday: a palm tree of Paraguay and the Gran Chaco known for an internal reservoir 
containing water that is sometimes used in the preparation of a fermented beverage, 
copernicia alba.

Carioca: an inhabitant of the city of Rio de Janeiro.

Carrizal: marsh, slough, or shallow swamp.

Caudillo: military or political chieftain.

Cepo uruguaiana: a painful form of torture employed by the Paraguayans whereby legs 
and hands were tied together and heavy muskets place upon the back and under the 
knees to insure that the musculature would slowly be pulled from the bones. 

Charqui: dried, salted beef in strips, often used as a ration in both Allied and Paraguayan 
armies.

Chata: a flat-bottomed raft equipped with a single cannon and towed into position for 
river operations. 

Che ray: “my son” (Guaraní).

Chipa: bread made from manioc flour, eggs, and cheese.

Chiripá: leather undergarment worn at the waist by vaqueros and gauchos in lieu of 
trousers.

Chucho: malaria.

Congreve rocket: an iron-tipped, British-designed rocket used in the Mysore Wars and 
the War of 1812; largely obsolete as an offensive weapon by the mid-nineteenth cen-
tury, but still encountered in some armies around the world.

Correntino: native of the Argentine province of Corrientes.

Cuadro estacado: a form of torture practiced by both sides in the Paraguayan campaign 
whereby the victim is stretched upon the ground with leather cords attached to his 
wrists and ankles and pulled tight, leaving him to the full rays of the sun in the form 
of a Saint Andrew’s cross.  

Cuero: cowhide.

Destinada: the wife or other female relative of a man who turned against Marshal López in 
the later months of the war, and held as prisoners as the Paraguayan army retreated 
inland.

Dulces: sugar sweets often made in Paraguay from guava paste or coconut.

Entrerriano: native of the Argentine province of Entre Ríos.

Estancieros: ranchers or estate owners.

Estero: swamp.

Farinha: manioc flour; arrowroot.

Feijão: black beans, issued as a ration in the Brazilian army.
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Forastero: outsider; foreigner.

Galleta: hardtack or heavy cracker, often tasteless, issued as a common ration in the Allied 
armies.

Galopa: a lively dance tune of gaucho origin, named after the fastest running gait of a 
horse.

Generale di Divisione: Italian military rank corresponding to lieutenant general.

General da Corte: armchair general or staff officer attached exclusively to the imperial 
court.

Guaireño: inhabitant of the Paraguayan town and district of Villarrica.

Guembé: fibrous reed used as a rope substitute.

Horizontale: low-class courtesan or prostitute.

Hors de combat: military losses; killed in action and wounded in action.

Jefe de milícia: commander of local militia.

Jefe político: political boss, usually in the rural districts.

Juez fiscal: judge-prosecutor. 

Juez de paz: justice of the peace; lower-level town official.

Kaguy: liquor or firewater; literally “drunk-water” (Guaraní).

Kambá: a pejorative term of Guaraní origin, referring to African blacks or to Brazilians 
more generally; “darkie.”

Karaí: father figure or senior individual, sometimes used as a synonym for “señor.”

Lapacho: a hardwood of Paraguay and the Argentine Northeast (Tabebuia)

Liño: a row of plants.

Litoral: the Argentine provinces edged by the Río de la Plata and its tributaries: Entre 
Ríos, Corrientes, Santa Fe, and the territories of the Misiones and the Chaco.

Macaco: racist epithet referring to Brazilians, and meaning “monkey” (“Kaí” or “Karajá” 
in Guarani.

Malambo: a rhythmic dance tune of gaucho origin.

Mangrullo: a primitive observation platform or lookout tower, constructed of tree limbs.

Maquinas infernales: river mines.

Mate: a gourd used as a vessel in the drinking of yerba mate.

Mbaragui: stinging gnats native to Paraguay and the Argentine Northeast.

Mbareté: Guaraní term for both strength and intransigence in political matters 

Mbotavy: shamming; lying in order to deceive or evade responsibility.

Mineiro: inhabitant of the Brazilian province of Minas Gerais.
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Minié ball: a muzzle-loading spin-stabilized rifle bullet in use in many armies during the 
nineteenth century, from the time of the Crimean War onward.

Mon dá: theft (Guaraní).

Monte: brush or woodlands.

Montoneros: lower-class rebels, usually referring to gaucho insurgents in the western 
provinces of Argentina.

Nambí-í: “Little Ears” (Guaraní), a celebrated unit in the Paraguayan army composed 
exclusively of Afro-Paraguayan soldiers.

Ñandejara Jesucristo: our lord, Jesus Christ, a common Guaraní interjection.

Needle gun: a firearm, usually a rifle, that has a needle-like firing pin, which passes through 
the paper cartridge case to strike a percussion cap at the bullet base. Associated with 
the Dreyse design of the 1830s, the weapon was standard for a short time in the 
Prussian service before being abandoned as inefficient.

Ñú: Guarani term for meadow or opening within a grassy field.

Oriental: Uruguayan.

Palometa: razor fish or piranha.

Pantano: swamp.

Patria: fatherland.

Peón: peasant retainer on a rural estate. 

Picada: a trail cut by hand through scrub forest.

Pindó: a hardy feather palm tree native to Paraguay, Argentina, and Uruguay (Butia 
capitata).

Pingo: affectionate gaucho name for pony or small horse.

Plata ybyguí: hidden treasure.

Poiby: cotton blanket of Paraguayan design.

Político: politician, or political hack.

Porteño: an inhabitant of the city of Buenos Aires.

Potrero: field or pasture.

Praça: enlisted man in Brazil’s imperial army.

Provinciano: a term commonly used among the Argentines to refer to inhabitants of the 
countryside (as opposed to citizens of the city of Buenos Aires).

Puchero: a meat-based stew common in the Platine countries.

Pueblito: village.

Puesto: medical aid station.

Purgantes: laxatives.
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Pyragüe: Guaraní term meaning “soft-” or “hairy-footed;” a spy or informer.

Quai d’Orsay: French Foreign Ministry.

Residenta: a female member of families who stayed loyal to Marshal López in the later 
years of the war but who were nonetheless used as forced laborers during the army’s 
retreat inland.

Salvaje: “savage,” often used pejoratively to refer to citified political opponents or liberals, 
and more generally, to any political opponent.

Sapukai: a cry or war-whoop associated with feelings of great anger or exaltation (Guaraní).

Sarandí: tall grass usually found alongside creeks and rivers in the Argentine Northeast 
and Paraguay.

Sargenta: informal title for women who served as head nurses or medical aides at Humaitá 
and elsewhere in Paraguay.

Saudade: loneliness and sometimes homesickness or nostalgia, a longing for things dis-
tant in time and space (Portuguese).

Sertanejo: backcountry cowboy of the Brazilian interior, usually (though not always) de-
noting an inhabitant of the Northeastern provinces.

Telégrafo ambulante: mobile telegraph system.

Tereré: a cold or room-temperature infusion of yerba mate. 

Toldería: Indigenous encampment or collection of huts.

Torpedo: river mine.

Turútutú: cow-horn cornet, used by the Paraguayans to mock the poor gunnery of the allies.

Úra: botflies.

Viento norte: a hot, gritty wind that blows seasonally out of the Gran Chaco and into 
Paraguay and is often blamed for lapses in temperament and occasional shows of 
violent anger.

Viento sur: a cold wind that blows northward out of Argentina and cools tempers in 
Paraguay as the viento norte heats them up.

Vomitorios: emetic.

Yacaré: caiman.

Yataí: a palm tree of Paraguay, Northeastern Argentina, and the Gran Chaco known for 
its edible inner stalk (Areca olerácea).

Yerba mate: a green herb (ilex paraguaiensis) used in South America as a highly caffein-
ated tea.

Yerbal: wild stand of yerba mate, also called minerales de la yerba.
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In 1864 the capture of the Brazilian steamer  
the Marqués de Olinda initiated South America’s most significant 
war. Thousands of Brazilian, Argentine, and Uruguayan soldiers 
engaged in a protracted siege of Paraguay, leaving the nation’s 
economy and population devastated. The suffering defied 
imagination and left a tradition of bad feelings, changing  
politics in South America forever.  
      This is the definitive work on the Triple Alliance War. 
Thomas L. Whigham examines key personalities and military 
engagements while exploring the effects of the conflict on 
individuals, Paraguayan society, and the continent as a whole. 
The Road to Armageddon is the first book to utilize a broad  
range of primary sources, including testimony from the  
men and women who witnessed the war first-hand.
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