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Conclusions

In pointing out that the family ranch/farm was better suited to con-
ducting agriculture on the plains than the so-called “great ranches” of
an earlier epoch, we have simply looked at the evidence. Through the
array of business and personal papers of the Macleay family, including
and, above all, the Rocking P Gazette, which its descendants have been
so careful to retain and preserve, it has been possible here to make that
point by examining the conventions and strategies Roderick, Laura, and
their daughters embraced. More than anything else, what we have seen
is that the Macleays’ ability to respond to specific challenges at particu-
lar times was one of their most significant overall attributes. Whether
it was farming, moving for a time into feeding grain, taking up pork
production, or keeping the bank (should one argue) justly shouldering
its share of risk, they had the requisite flexibility and hands-on control.
Rod Macleay was on his land enough, season in and season out, to see
that things were done properly, and Laura, Dorothy, and Maxine were
there to help where they could in a wide range of tasks, from gathering
eggs to nurturing the garden, shooting game, hunting down stray cattle,
or taking care of domestic affairs. Most noteworthy of all was the trust
and teamwork Rod and Laura achieved, which ultimately brought order
to their financial affairs.

It has been in vogue since World War II to lament the slow disap-
pearance of the family farm/ranch due to poor economies of scale, and
its replacement by large corporations that supposedly can take hold of
such efficiencies and drive the smaller people out. This has been dramat-
ically overstated. On the one hand, there is no question that vertically
integrated giants like Cargill and Tyson Foods have helped to keep many
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producers financially dependent.! On the other hand, all the original
ranching corporations failed, and the approach they took has proved
insufficient for farming as well as ranching in both the Canadian and
American Wests. “The presence of large-scale ownership and giant op-
erations have all been part of American farming throughout the long
sweep of time,” notes Paul Voisey. “The great slave plantations provide
the most conspicuous examples, but the nineteenth-century Midwest
also boasted bonanza farms. They arose in the Red River Valley, and
even on the Canadian prairies, where mammoth enterprises like the
great Bell farm and the Lister-Kaye farms appeared in the late nineteenth
century. Because these dinosaurs soon collapsed, historians regarded
them as transitory freaks of early western agriculture, but the vision or
logic of economies of scale that inspired them survived into the twen-
tieth century.”” Evidence also suggests that big companies will not play
a significant part in the rural western economy in the future. Thus, for
instance, One Earth Farms, which formerly rented 200,000 acres, largely
from First Nations, has now quit farming altogether in the three prairie
provinces. Its CEO admits that the reason is that it did not manage to
show “any ability to generate anything remotely resembling profitable
numbers.”

When it is possible to find accurate records, the difference in effi-
ciency between the great ranches and the family-operated spreads makes
it obvious why the big operations have never dominated. The Macleay
papers offer a rare chance to juxtapose one family’s overall productivity
on the second cattle frontier against that of some of the ranch compa-
nies on the first. Until closing down operations in 1907, one of those
companies, the Walrond ranch, continued to subject a large portion of
its cattle to the elements on the open range summer and winter. Unable
to watch and guard its cattle closely or to practise seasonal birthing, and
being totally dependent on the quasi-devoted hands of hired labour, it
experienced a very high death rate. In the earliest period the ranch kept
some 3,500 cows for breeding purposes. The highest number of calves it
ever recorded was just over 2,400—a birth rate of about 65 percent.* The
average, however, was about 1,500 calves, or circa 42 percent.’ The ranch
would attempt to keep the steer calves alive for three to five years in
order to get them mature, fat, and ready for the beef market. In the 1890s
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the manager, Duncan McEachran, figured in a death loss of 5 percent per
year on those cattle from the time they were weaned from their mother
until they were ready for slaughter. However, when proper counts were
taken this assumption was always far too low. A more realistic estimate
puts it in the range of 20 percent.®

The losses on Macleay’s ranches were miniscule in comparison.
Fences allowed Roderick to keep better track of all the stock year-round
and particularly during spring calving season when midwifery was at
times a necessity. Having enough roughage and, at times, grain on hand
to supply the cattle through the longest winters was always a priority,
and fences also made it relatively easy to gather the stock in the fall and
then to keep it close to feed and some protection from the elements and
from predators when the cold season set in. Moreover, and every bit as
important, Rod himself was around most of the time putting his own
shoulder to the wheel and seeing that his men were doing the same. He
not only regularly achieved a 75 to 77 percent calf crop but also actual-
ly did eventually manage to market circa 95 percent of his steer calves
thereafter.”

The difference between the levels of efficiency achieved by the family
outfits and the companies was just as evident in the horse business as
it was in the cattle business. Here too it is explained by the ability of
the one and failure of the other to give the business the right amount
of close attention. As we have seen, Rod Macleay produced much high-
er-quality beef cattle than the big corporation ranches had been able to
generate. In terms of the quality of horses, of the companies, the Quorn
ranch near Black Diamond did its best to supply superior mounts for
the British army, and the Walrond at one point ran over 600 well-bred
Clydesdales and Shires on its rangelands that it hoped would impress
the most discriminating buyers in Great Britain.® Both failed miserably
because they could not manage consistently to produce the type of ani-
mals under open rangeland conditions that the very selective Old World
buyers wanted. When speaking of the Quorn’s breeding program, local
rancher Frederick Ings summed up the problem rather succinctly: the
“imported mares were not used to rustling on the range, they were not
given the care they needed, and though they produced some pretty fair
nags, they were not good enough to make ... a success.”
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One partial success that very clearly illustrates the point is George
Lane’s purebred Percheron operation on the Bar U ranch. Lane start-
ed breeding Percherons in 1908, and he produced some fine animals
that won numerous awards in horse shows across North America and
Europe. Two things need to be understood about Lane’s program, how-
ever. Firstly, he attained these high standards with only a select few of his
horses. All the animals he expected eventually to offer for sale or show
were treated with the greatest possible care and attention. To quote the
Bar U’s modern chronicler, Simon Evans: “In the spring each youngster
was carefully inspected, those showing potential being retained as stal-
lion prospects, while the culls were altered and developed as geldings.
... Horse colts were grain fed even while at pasture during the summer.
They ran in large pastures surrounded by fences of woven wire. Feed
bunks were installed in each pasture, in which colts received their daily
ration of grain.”'’ A series of barns and birthing stalls built on the Bar U
home place ensured that the marketable animals could be nurtured and
fed indoors and kept in top condition at all times.

In other words, Lane protected the most saleable of his Percherons
from the harshest of nature’s elements summer and winter. That could
not be said about the mares that made up his brood herd. Those animals,
like the cattle, he left to fend for themselves most of the time. As Evans
reports, “Weaning fillies were well cared for the first year and then turned
out on native pasture, receiving no grain from then on. Brood mares were
never pampered. They ranged the hills west of the ranch in the summer
and were moved to the Bar U flats for the winter [where they] grazed the
prairie wool never receiving hay or grain.” Lane paid dearly for this part
of his program in lost stock. In any reasonably sophisticated breeding
program one would expect annual reproduction rates of no less than 75
and as high as 90 percent. In the three years for which Evans was able
to find breed books, the Bar U produced respectively eleven foals out of
fifty mares in 1912; fifteen foals out of forty-six mares in 1913, and thir-
teen out of forty-two in 1914. By 1913, nine of Lane’s original mares had
died, 32 percent had not foaled even once, 52 percent had had only one
foal, and 16 percent had had two. In 1915, eighty-four foals were born,
seventeen died at birth or soon afterward, one drowned in a slough, and
one just disappeared." These are truly dreadful statistics, reflecting, one
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supposes, poor nutrition during the gestation period—particularly in
the wintertime—as well as neglect. They also beyond doubt represent
very great financial losses for Lane’s horse business as a whole.

The one ranch other than Riddle and Macleay brothers that seems
to have made the business work was A. E. Cross’s well-known A7 ranch.
Cross claimed that it was that side of his operation that was successful
enough in the early days to more than make up for calamity on the beef
side. After the disastrous winter of 1886/87, it apparently “paid the total
capital invested in three years besides 50 head to the good.” Two facts
need to be considered about Cross’s approach, however, that help us un-
derstand why Riddle and Macleay brothers and then Macleay on his own
found this business worthwhile. First, like them, Cross kept his sights
on the local market, which he understood, and he saw that his animals
were trained specifically for working cattle and/or hauling and plow-
ing. Second, and probably more importantly, Cross, also like them, dealt
in the rougher but sturdy horses that were required mainly by neigh-
bouring ranchers and farmers to work their herds or fields. He “did very
well” with these, by “always watching the local demand” and having his
“horses ready for any purchaser that might come along, and never lost an
opportunity of making a sale if any fair price was offered.”*

Unlike the Walrond, the Oxley, and the Bar U, all of which suc-
cumbed to insolvency, Rod Macleay managed to stay in the horse busi-
ness for many years—indeed, most of his working life."” He would not
have done so unless it was contributing financially to his business. Today
his descendants on the Blades side of the family raise saddle horses, and
though their business has changed dramatically, it is still a going con-
cern. This has largely been the result of a change in demand. Draft horses
pretty much dropped out of use on grain and mixed farms after World
War II, and many ranchers supplement the cattle ponies with all-terrain
vehicles. Now another type of horse has slowly gained the acceptance of
people who do not want them for any sort of work. “The horse popula-
tion is astounding,” Macleay’s grandson wrote just after the turn of the
twenty-first century:

One would think they would have dwindled into oblivion
with the advent of mechanization but their population is
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now greater than it was when they were an actual necessity.
They are still an important part of the cattle business but
only a small percentage of the provincial total are used for
actual cattle work. It appears today as if the job of the great-
er majority is to stand in the fence corner to be admired by
their owners. The government observed this non-activity
and they have been re-classified as a recreational animal in-
stead of a beast of burden. Now even ranches with no ATVs
have to admit they use recreational vehicles. They have be-
come indicative of an affluent society."

While it is clear that the family approach to operating ranches or farms
on the plains is still the only one with any staying power, it is also un-
deniable that the size of the average agricultural holding has risen quite
a lot in the modern period. This is evident from the various figures pro-
vided by the Canadian census reports. From 1961 to 2006, the number
of farms in Alberta dropped from over 70,000 to under 58,000, and the
average size rose from under 700 to over 1,000 acres.”

However, these figures do not suggest the failure of the family farm
or its replacement by corporations. They simply indicate that mechani-
zation has enabled families to continue to work more land. Little by little
over the decades, starting in the 1920s and even earlier, they slowly uti-
lized the horse less and less and turned to the tractor and a host of other
machines to work their fields, harvest grain, and put up roughage. Using
the great four-wheel-drive tractors and self-propelled combines, balers,
and windrowers, as well as automatic mixing and feeding equipment,
it is as easy for a modern operator to sow his crops and look after his
livestock on a 1,000-acre unit today as it was for him to do so on a fifth
of that in1931. Presumably attempting to respond to concerns repeatedly
articulated about companies taking over the land, the census reporters in
1971 identified all the “incorporated non-family” operations they could
find in which controlling interest was “held by shareholders other than
the operator and family.” They found that a mere 78, or .00124 percent, of
the 62,702 farms in Alberta could be described that way."

Much of the story we have told of the historical development of the
tamily ranch as a holistic institution we have directed toward explaining
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its sustainability in the western foothills of Alberta in the late nineteenth
and twentieth centuries. That being the case, it would seem appropriate to
conclude the story by owning that the family ranch, ranch/farm, mixed
farm, and grain farm have faced and will continue to face significant
economic challenges. In the final analysis, to argue that the family unit
has traditionally been the only durable means of agricultural production
in the Alberta foothills is not to suggest it has been very profitable. One
might indeed argue that it has endured largely because it is able to keep
going in an industry that tends over much of the time to be uneconomic.
The Macleays’ case does not challenge that picture. Given the debts that
Rod assumed over the years, it took some desperate financial finagling,
and the sudden coming together of healthy beef prices and favourable
land lease politics at the precise moment when the Gordon, Ironside and
Fares firm happened to need cash, to keep them going. Moreover, they
survived in part because at that moment in their history they were able to
find a wealthy benefactor to finance them so they could take extraordi-
nary steps to protect themselves. In the real world, taking extraordinary
steps to counter indebtedness or even just tough times in the agricultural
industry is quite, uh ... ordinary, in rural Alberta. The members of many
country families today take work off the land when in need of cash—she
perhaps teaching at a district school or nursing in a local hospital, he do-
ing custom work with his combine or cattle truck or offering guide ser-
vices to urbanites who wish to experience the outdoors world he knows
so well. Such people are acting the way Rod Macleay and partners did
when they first settled on the land in the foothills. They are searching for
income when their agricultural business is not making enough to pay all
the bills. Some rancher/farmers simply work very long days on their own
place without what in town would be overtime pay or even just proper
hourly recompense to keep the wheels turning. The following is a well-
known joke on the northern Great Plains. People on the land invariably
laugh at it because there is more than a grain of truth to it.

Old ranch owner John farmed a ranch in Alberta. The Al-

berta government claimed he was not paying proper wages
to his workers and sent an agent out to interview him.

Conclusions 209



“I need a list of your employees and how much you pay
them,” demanded the agent.

“Well,” replied old John, “There’s my ranch hand who’s
been with me for 3 years. I pay him $600 a week plus free
room and board. The cook has been here for 18 months,
and I pay her $500 a week plus free room and board. Then
there’s the half-wit who works about 18 hours every day
and does about 90% of all the work around here. He makes
about $10 per week, pays his own room and board and I
buy him a bottle of bourbon every Saturday night.”

“That’s the guy I want to talk to, the half-wit,” says the agent.
“That would be me,” replied old rancher John."”

All this aside, many ranchers and farmers have been able one way or an-
other to achieve a reasonably satisfactory life in the countryside mainly
by relying on the family approach, part of which has been to keep all
its members pitching in as Laura, Dorothy, and Maxine did whenever
and wherever they could. In the case of the latter two, the opportunity
to contribute out of doors and thus to blur gender roles, seems actually
to have diminished for a while after they started families and then in-
creased again in later years. When they first married and produced their
own children (5 Blades and 2 Chattaways), most of their time had to be
spent in the domestic sphere. As their children grew older and required
less attention, however, they were able once again to devote a greater por-
tion of their energies to working the cattle. In saddle or branding corral,
they relied on the skills they had learned as youngsters. Clay Chattaway
points out that the model Dorothy and Maxine then reinforced contin-
ues to play a crucial part in propagating the ranching industry today. In
the late 1940s and early 1950s, he tells us,

the majority of women were busy with domestic duties.
These were numerous and weighty chores that had to be done
with scant help from men or clothes-washers, dryers, dish-
washers and microwaves. They seldom wore a pair of pants,
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drove tractors, rode horses or spent the whole day outside.
I would safely venture a guess that they are more now than
then, a key component and an integral part of the so-called
“agricultural work force.” They can accomplish this dressed
in women’s jeans which were invented after 1950. Men still
have clean clothes in the morning, don’t dry dishes and have
a hot lunch. Many an operation would grind to a halt to-
day without the direct input of women in the corrals, fields
and offices. The old adage was women should be bare foot,
pregnant and in the kitchen. Today they are well shod, in
the branding corrals, at the processing chutes and it is a real
nuisance when they are burdened with a pregnancy. ... My
Grandfather has 25 of his direct descendants living on his
old range. Part of the reason is that the infrastructure is here,
so that we can live as comfortable as people in town and at-
tract spouses to come procreate. The other part is a natural
social progression. My grandfather had dozens of men work-
ing for him. His descendants now replace them all.'*

One way or another, the system of production that carved out a lasting
place for the cattle industry in the foothills of Alberta during the second
cattle frontier appears to have gone back to its roots. Now, though, it is
more developed infrastructure—including the full array of household
conveniences and advanced systems of transportation and communica-
tion—rather than a dearth of all such things, that distinguishes it.

We close with a reminder that the Rocking P Gazette can now be
found online at http://contentdm.ucalgary.ca/digital/collection/rpg."
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Emerson made mention of them in a letter to Rod dated 21 December 1902: “Am glad to
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off to Mexico, good bye to all until I get back.” Demand for horses also apparently came
from the British army, particularly during the Boer War (1899-1902): “Horses for South
Africa,” Macleod Gazette, 21 February 1902.

Macleay family papers.
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It was possible to appeal to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council until 1949.
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The original brand was 4 walking sticks; one was dropped, making 3,which looked like
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The terms are evident in the written agreement (Burns papers, M160-202: agreement
dated 9 August 1924).

When he bought the TL.

Notes fo Chapter 6



34

35
36

37
38
39

40

41

42

43

44
45

46

47
48

49

Max Foran, Trails and Trials: Markets and Land Use in the Alberta Beef Cattle

Industry, 1881-1918 (Calgary: University of Calgary Press, 2003), 130-35. In Alberta,
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Hardwick.”
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Burns papers, M160-215.
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Burns papers, M160-215: P. Burns to C.W. Chesterton, Superintendent, Bank of
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lowered his interest on his bank loan by $10,657.69 and reduced his overall indebtedness
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“Tom Mix (1880-1940) ... [was] a prototypical western action hero with a wholesome
screen persona, fancy cowboy outfits, and his horse Tony the Wonder Horse, a
prominent star for Fox films. ... He was known as the first western superstar, and
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Fox’s Riders of the Purple Sage (1925) ... and The Great K ¢ A Train Robbery (1926),”
(Tim Dirks, AMC filmsite blog, Western Films, pt. 2: http://www.filmsite.org/
westernfilms2.html).

“Buck Jones,” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buck_Jones.
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48  Clem Henson, “The Wild Buckaroo,” May 1924, 57. Henson was a Rocking P
cowpuncher.

49  Cowpuncher.

50 “Wicked Wick,” teamster.

51  “The Rocking P Round-up,” September 1923, 28.

52 A prolapse is what veterinarians call the outward collapse of the rectum or vagina.
Normally these are pushed back in and stitched up.

53  “Antelope Al” (Maxine), September 1923, 30.

54 Le. by grabbing it by the horns and throwing it to the ground, often by jumping on it
from the back of a fast horse.

55  See L. V. Kelly, The Range Men, 75th anniversary ed. (Calgary: Glenbow-Alberta
Institute, 1988), 216-220.
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October 1923, 49-50, credited to Ropeswift Ralph (pseudonym), shows how concerned
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November 1923, 45. See also Warren Elofson, Frontier Cattle Ranching in the land and
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November 1923, 45.

April 1924, 57-58.

For one, Tommy McKinnon (November 1924, 4).
April 1925, 73.
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Elofson, Frontier Cattle Ranching, 104-5.
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“Local News,” February 1924, 7-8.

For a discussion of this subject, see Elofson, Frontier Cattle Ranching, 42-62.
Below, pp. 163, 164.
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Voisey, Vulcan, 222-23.
Clay Chattaway.
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Thus departed Hiawatha,
Hiawatha the Beloved,
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of a Cowpuncher, 2nd ed. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1955), 222-33;
E.J. “Bud” Cotton,, Buffalo Bud: Adventures of a Cowboy (North Vancouver: Hancock
House, 1981), 148.

We Pointed Them North, 149.
We Pointed Them North, 208-9.
By “Coyote Cal,” November 1923, 33-36.

Brian Dippie, ed., Charlie Russell Roundup: Essays on America’s Favorite Cowboy Artist
(Helena: Montana Historical Society, 1999), 146.
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Grant McEwan, John Ware’s Cow Country, 3rd ed. (Vancouver: Greystone Books, 1995).
John Ware Ridge (formerly Nigger John Ridge), Mount Ware, and Ware Creek, all near
the Ware ranch, are named after him and the family.

Quoted in David Breen, “John Ware,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, http://www.
biographi.ca/en/bio/ware_john_13E.html.

Glenbow Archives, Calgary, M-1281-2: Slim Marsden, “Reminiscences; John Ware,
Famous Cowboy, of the Bar U,” n.d., http://www.glenbow.org/collections/search/
findingAids/archhtm/extras/ware/m-1281-2.pdf.

Marsden called Ware “the Whitest Man in the North West Territories”
(Reminiscences). See also Ings, Before the FencesL. V. Kelly, The Range Men, 75th
anniversary ed. (Calgary: Glenbow-Alberta Institute, 1988), 5

Kelly, The Range Men, 5.

P. 76.

May 1924, 93.

Surnames such as McKinnon, Hendrie, and McDonal are, like Macleay, Scottish.
“Jokes,” November 1924, 89.

“The Passing of an Old Cowpuncher,”13
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“Flivver” is slang for decrepit old car.
“Local News,” January 1924, 3; cartoon drawing, p. 13.
For instance, “The Romantic Hour,” December 1924, 17.

“Ads,” December 1923, 62; “Adds” [sic], September 23, 48; “Romantic Hour,” December
1924, 22; “Ads,” November 1923, 65; “Ads,” March 1924, 73.

Larger items were usually delivered to a depot or post office, but anyone in the family,
or even a neighbour, could retrieve them when picking up necessities.

Georgina Helen Thompson, Crocus and Meadowlark Country: Recollections of a Happy
Childhood and Youth in Southern Alberta (Edmonton: Institute of Applied Art, 1963),
83, quoted in Paul Voisey, Vulcan: The Making of a Prairie Community (Toronto:
University of Toronto Press, 1988), 24.

See also May 1924, 100; “Ads,” September 1924, 79; “High River Hats,” January 1925, 12;
“Hat Styles for cow girls,” April 1925, 46. For men’s fashions, see March 1925, 74.

His numerous trips to Calgary and other towns are recorded in the Rocking P Gazette.
For instance, “Local News,” February 1925, 8: “Mr. R. Macleay has spent the past week
in Calgary attending all the meetings etc.”; “Local News,” January 1924, 3: “Mr. Macleay
has been to town and back several times this month and has had to shovel several times

also.”

See Blairmore Enterprise.
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10  See Macleod Times.

11 See Empress Express.

12 See Macleod Gazette.

13 Ted Nelson was principally a horse wrangler. Jesse Walters lived at the cow camp on the
Bar S.

14  February 1925, 5-8.

15 “Notice,” January 1925, 22. Frank Van Eden on the Bar S.

16  For instance, Val, Jim, Tex, and Bill are all found in “Shooting Through Life” (13-19),
and Tex, Bill, Stewart, and Tom are in “Shorty Passes On” (35-44) in the January 1925
issue.

17 December 1923, 21.

18 April 1924, 19-20.

19 Sancho and Sawndy were dogs. The latter was experiencing the infirmities of old age.

20 January 1925, 45-47.
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4 Glenbow Archives, New Walrond Ranche papers, count books, M8688-37.
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him that the ranch had branded nearly 2,300 head (New Walrond Ranche papers,
M8688-8); see also M8688-2: “Sixth Annual Report of the New Walrond Ranche
Company Limited,” for the year ended 31 December 1903.
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Simon M. Evans, The Bar U and Canadian Ranching History (Calgary: University of
Calgary Press, 2004), 163.

Ibid., 149-70.

Glenbow Archives, A.E. Cross papers, M8780-112: Cross to A.R. Springett, 10
November 1902.

In the period from 1924 to 1928 Macleay ran horses with his cattle on the 76 ranch. And
in March 1925 he actually had horses on feed (“Local News,” Rocking P Gazette, 4).

Clay Chattaway, “Ranching Changes 1945 to 2005,” Macleay family papers.
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Edwin Cartwright and John Thorp
circa 1909), 146, 147

Cary, Charlie, 133

Casous, 11

Cayley, AB, 18, 39, 54, 59, 107, 112, 157

CC ranch, 67

Chattaway, Clay, vii, 46, 59, 62, 185, 207,
210

Chattaway, George, 39, 85

Chattaway family, 51, 210

Chicago, 1L, 41, 73, 143

Christensen, Carl, 84, 85

Circle Diamond ranch, 10

Circle Three ranch, 53, 73-74, 79, 81

Clay and Robinson, beef agents, 73

Cochrane, Evelyn, 67

Cochrane, Matthew, 133
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Cochrane ranch (founded by Matthew
Cochrane, 1881), 1, 10, 11

Cody, Willliam Frederick (Buffalo Bill),
120

Comrie, Donald, 133

Comrie, Dunk, 66, 110, 133

Comrie, Peter, 133, 147

Comstock, Albert, 131

Connor, Ralph, 13

Copithorne, Susan, 68

Copithorne family (CL ranch founded by
Richard Copithorne, 1887), 3

Cory, W.W.,, 78

country and western culture. See
bunkhouse culture; Rocking P
Gazette

cowboys, 11. See also bunkhouse culture;
dime novels; stampede; stampedes,
cattle

Cross, A. E. (Alfred Ernest), 3, 36, 45, 133,
207. See also A7 ranch

D

Danville, QC, 9, 18
Daschuk, James, 159
Davis, Walter, 47
Dempsey, Hugh, 159

de Swaan, Abram, 160, 175
Dewdney, Edgar, 163
dime novels, 12-13
Donaghue, J. A., 31
Douglas, Charlie, 36-37
Drumbheller ranch, 54
Dryden, Mr., 47
Dunlap, Jim, 11

E

Edmonton, AB, 159

Edward, Prince, 97

Edwards, Henrietta, 158

Ellis, Thomas, 72

Emerson, George, 9, 10, 11, 13-14, 18, 24,
26, 38, 39, 41, 56, 71, 145; ranch, 17,
165

250

F

Fares, William, 76
Foran, Max, 2
Fort Benton, MT, 140

G

Gale, Hannah, 158

Garceau, Dee, 83

Gardiner, Mr.,, 147

Gibson, Hoot, 111, 114

Glasgow, Scotland, 46

Glass, Charlie, 39

Gleichen, AB, 31

Gordon, Charles, 76

Gordon, Ironsides and Fares, beef
merchants, 26, 41, 76, 77, 79, 209

Gray, James, 2

Graybill, Andrew, 159

Great Falls, MT, 143

H

Hayden, John, 130, 131

Hayes, Mary, 68

Hayes, William, 68

Hendrie, Jim, 43, 99, 110, 123, 125, 127,
131, 194, 197, 201

Henry, William (Billy), 31

Henry ranch, 54

Henson, Clem, 43, 65, 117-18, 123, 146,
195

Hicks, Clara, 84

High River, AB, 9, 14, 26, 30, 43, 59, 63, 71,
73, 106, 113, 145, 191

High River Wheat and Cattle Company,
43,72,156

Highwood River, 9, 14, 30

Howe, Sam, 37, 133

Inderwick, Mary, 161
Ings, Fred, 140, 164
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J

Jenkins, Hugh, 133, 146, 154
Johnson, Everett, 11

Jones, Buck, 111

Jordon, Terry, 2

K

Kerfoot, W. D, 11
Kinnear, Mary, 58, 156
Knox, Charlie, 25, 26
Knupp, Lillian, 41
Koff, P.T. A, 164

Kreps (also spelled Krepps), William (Bill),
54, 60, 111, 117-18, 127, 138, 144, 164,

167, 194, 291
Kyle, Joseph, 79, 80

L

Lane, George, 11, 24, 53, 131, 133, 206
Langdon, AB, 34

Left Hand, Ezra, 165, 168

Lehr, Charlie, 47

Leman, Art, 130, 131

Leman, Mrs., 130

LeMaster, Wick, 117-18, 164, 167
Lethbridge, AB, 32, 45, 143, 159
Liverpool, England, 46,
Livingstone, William (Bill), 54
Lockton, Cecil, 130

London, England, 74

Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth, 170
Longview, AB, 3

Lung, Charlie, 64, 170, 174-75
Lynch, Tom, 9, 11

Lyster, A., 20

M

Maclean, William (Billy), 36
Macleay, Alexander, 15, 17, 75

Macleay, Dorothy, 1, 4, 53, 56, 63, 64, 66,

67, 68,73, 82, 81, 83, 85, 110, 112,

Index

134, 148, 149, 167, 188, 193, 195, 196,
200, 203, 210; artistic and academic
talents, 89-96, 127; blurring gender
roles, 64, 65, 150-58; racial values,
165-83

Macleay, Gertrude (née Sturtevant, later
Riddle), 38, 63, 188, 200

Macleay, Kenneth, 38, 63

Macleay, Laura (née Sturtevant), vii, 1,
3, 38, 40, 53, 56, 65, 67, 68, 69, 85,
91, 113, 127, 131, 132, 145, 146, 147,
156, 165, 188, 200, 203, 210; artistic
talents, 127; full partner on the ranch,
58-64, 71-85, 150; hunting game,
62-63,91, 103

Macleay, Maxine, 1, 4, 33, 38, 44, 54, 56,
63, 66, 67, 68, 73, 81, 85, 95, 96, 97,
103, 104, 112, 188, 193, 194, 196,
201, 203, 210; artistic and academic
talents, 89-91, 127; blurring gender
roles, 65, 125, 150-58; racial values,
165-83

Macleay, Roderick Riddle, vii, 1, 3, 17, 18,
19, 20, 33, 34, 39, 58, 59, 62, 64, 91,
101, 107, 113, 117-18, 123, 127, 133,
141, 145, 185, 200, 203, 205, 207, 209,
210; and Bar S ranch, 39, 43, 53, 54,
65, 71-80, 83, 85, 95, 103, 110,123,
125, 127, 131, 167; business dealings
with Patrick Burns, 72-80; and
Canadian Council of Beef Producers,
45, 193; cattle breeds and quality,
47, 48, 205; cooperation with
neighbours, 33, 42, 148; farming
practices, 41-56; finances, 71-85, 131;
and grain finished beef, 52-53; heads
to the West, 9-16; horse business,
29-32; management practices, 41, 53,
54,188, 193; marketing cattle in the
United Kingdom, 46-52; partnership
with George Emerson, 38-41; racial
values, 164-65; and Red Deer River
ranch and grazing lease, 24, 36, 37,
42,53,73,75, 81, 84, 133, 163; and TL
ranch, 53, 71-72, 77, 136; and Ware

251



ranch, 24-25, 26; and Western Stock
Growers’ Association, 45, 77, 193; and
White Mud River lease, 72-79, 114

Macleod, AB, 36, 113

Macleod, James F., 163, 178

Magnan, André, 2

Manchester, England, 46

Maple Creek, SK, 49

Marshall, C. H., 73

Martin, Miss, 147

Martin, Mrs., 148

Maunsell, Edward, 163

Maunsell, George, 163

McCallum, Mary, 158

McClung, Nellie, 158

McDonal, Jimmy, 136, 137, 139, 167, 194

McDonal, Ralph, 136, 167, 194

McEachran, Duncan, 205

MclIntyre ranch (founded by William H.
Mclntyre, 1894), 3, 45

McKeage, John, 14, 17

McKeage, William (Billy), 14, 17

McKinney, Louise, 158

McKinnon, Tommy, 43, 54, 60, 66, 110,
123, 124, 127, 130, 131, 132, 139, 167,
187, 194

McKinnon family (LK ranch founded by
Lachlin McKinnon, 1921), 3

Mclean, A.J., 133

McLean, Carrie, 143

McMillan, R. L., 33, 146

McNaughton, Violet, 158

McNeal, Ida, 158

McNelly, Dan, 147

Medicine Hat, AB, 159

Miles City, MT, 143

Milk River, AB, 34

Miller, Herb, 33

Miller and Dolan, beef agents, 73

Mills, Claude, 191

Mix, Tom, 111

Montreal, QC, 45

Moose Jaw, SK, 73

Morrill, Marvin, 14, 15, 17, 53

Muirhead, Peter, 24, 38, 72
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Muirhead School House, 131

Mule Creek Cattle Company, 77, 80
Murphy, Emily, 158

Myres, Sandra, 178

N

Nanton, AB, 21, 67, 146, 163

N Bar N ranch, 10

Nelson, Ted, 48, 194

Neth, Mary, 145

Newport, VT, 58

New York, NY, 53, 74

Nine Six Nine ranch, 13

North West Mounted Police, 36, 163

0

Old Sun, Chief, 164

Omaha, NE, 143

Orvis, Ed, 54, 66, 107-8, 127, 132, 164

Ottawa, ON, 77

Oxley ranch (first managed by J.R. Craig,
1882), 10

P

Palmer, Howard, 159

Parlby, Irene, 158

Patricia, AB, 73

Peddie, George, 54, 66

Pedersen, Johanne, 67

Pekisko Creek ranch, 14

Pendlebury and Maxwell, beef agents, 73
Pincher Creek, AB, 21

Q

Quorn ranch (founded 1885), 205

Index



R

ranching. company approach, 1-2, 9-11,
53,100, 203-11 (see also individual
ranches); family approach, 1-3,
17-27, 57-69, 89, 100, 20311 (see
also individual ranches; Rocking P
Gazette; Rod Macleay)

Raynor, Robert, 54, 65, 123, 132, 133, 194

Redcliff, AB, 38

Reeves, Robert (Bob), 63

Regina, SK, 103

Revelstoke, BC, 33

Ribordy, Jack, 66, 117-18, 124

Ricks, Frank, 11

Riddle, Douglas, 14, 15, 17

Riddle, John, 14, 17, 37, 75

Riddle, Margaret, 20, 61

Riddle, Stewart, 39, 54, 56, 65, 72, 75, 107,
110, 117-18, 119, 131, 138, 146, 185,
188, 194, 200

Riddle and Macleay Brothers, 17-40, 206,
207; closing down, 38; and the 1906-
07 winter, 33

Riley, Dan, 71, 77

Robertson, Ralph, 117-18, 138

Roblin, MB, 73

Rocking P Gazette, 4-5, 23, 43, 44, 54, 60,
61, 63,79, 89-211; and
conservation, 99-104; and country
life movement, 105-6; and country
and western culture, 106-20; and
family approach to ranching, 185-
202; and gender, 150-58; and race,
161-85; and ranch cohesion, 188-201;
and religion, 158-61

Rocking P ranch, 39, 41-85, 95, 97, 107,
131, 1365 golf course, 98; mixed
farming practices, 41-56, 132

Russell, Charles Marion, 127-30, 179-80

Index

S

Saskatoon, SK, 106

Shaddock ranch, 34

Sharpe, Frank, 54, 146

Skrine, Walter, 72

Smith, Char, 143

Smith, R., 54, 110

Smith, Tex, 54, 109-110, 115, 119, 146, 167,
194, 197, 201

Springfield ranch, 21

Stampede. Calgary, 133; Nanton, 134;
origin of generally, 133-37

Stampedes, cattle, 113-18

Steele, Sam, 140

Steward, Hon. Charles, 77

St. Paul, Mis., 143

St. Remi Lumber company, 33

Sweet Grass, MT, 32

T

Telocaset, OR, 32

Thompson, Fulton, 71
Thorburn, David, 14
Thurber, Herb, 136, 139, 146
Turkey Track ranch, 10
Turner, Fredrick Jackson, 147

Vv

Vancouver Prince Rupert Ranching
Company, 72

Van Eden, Frank, 54, 111, 115, 116, 123,
125, 131, 164, 167, 194, 199

Voisey, Paul, 2, 3-4, 114, 160, 175, 204

Vulcan, AB, 3-4, 160

Waddell, Charlie, 21, 130

Walla Walla, WA, 32

Walrond ranch, 1, 10, 11, 53, 204, 205, 207
Walsh, James Morrow, 178

Walsh, W. L., 74
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Walters, C., 54

Walters, Jesse, 194

Walters, Mrs., 188

Ware, Amanda, 25

Ware, John, 11, 24, 25, 38, 131; ranch, 181
(see also Macleay, Roderick Riddle)

Ware, Mildred, 24, 25

Ware, Robert Lewis, 25

Watts, Ethel, 91, 95, 100, 101, 127, 131, 147,
154, 167, 168, 175, 177, 188, 193, 194,
196

Weadick, Guy, 133

Weise, Dair, 117-18, 164

Wentworth, Willis, 14, 18

West, Elliott, 57, 67

wheat boom, 30, 43

White, Courtenay, 2

Williams, William (Bill), 117-18, 123

Winnipeg, MB, 26, 30, 76

Winter of 1906-07, 33-37

wolves, 2

Wong, George, 175, 177

Worster, Donald, 2
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