PROTEST AND DEMOCRACY
Edited by Moisés Arce and Roberta Rice
ISBN 978-1-77385-046-7
THIS BOOK IS AN OPEN ACCESS E-BOOK. It is an electronic
version of a book that can be purchased in physical form through
any bookseller or on-line retailer, or from our distributors. Please
support this open access publication by requesting that your
university purchase a print copy of this book, or by purchasing
a copy yourself. If you have any questions, please contact us at
ucpress@ucalgary.ca
Cover Art: The artwork on the cover of this book is not open
access and falls under traditional copyright provisions; it cannot
be reproduced in any way without written permission of the artists
and their agents. The cover can be displayed as a complete cover
image for the purposes of publicizing this work, but the artwork
cannot be extracted from the context of the cover of this specific
work without breaching the artist’s copyright.

COPYRIGHT NOTICE: This open-access work is published under a Creative Commons
licence. This means that you are free to copy, distribute, display or perform the work as long
as you clearly attribute the work to its authors and publisher, that you do not use this work
for any commercial gain in any form, and that you in no way alter, transform, or build on the
work outside of its use in normal academic scholarship without our express permission. If
you want to reuse or distribute the work, you must inform its new audience of the licence
terms of this work. For more information, see details of the Creative Commons licence at:
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
UNDER THE CREATIVE
COMMONS LICENCE YOU
MAY:
• read and store this
document free of charge;
• distribute it for personal
use free of charge;
• print sections of the work
for personal use;
• read or perform parts of
the work in a context where
no financial transactions
take place.

UNDER THE CREATIVE COMMONS LICENCE YOU
MAY NOT:
• gain financially from the work in any way;
• sell the work or seek monies in relation to the distribution
of the work;
• use the work in any commercial activity of any kind;
• profit a third party indirectly via use or distribution of
the work;
• distribute in or through a commercial body (with
the exception of academic usage within educational
institutions such as schools and universities);
• reproduce, distribute, or store the cover image outside
of its function as a cover of this work;
• alter or build on the work outside of normal academic
scholarship.
Acknowledgement: We acknowledge the wording around
open access used by Australian publisher, re.press, and
thank them for giving us permission to adapt their wording
to our policy http://www.re-press.org

PROTEST and

DEMOCRACY

Edited by Moisés Arce and Roberta Rice

PROTEST and

DEMOCRACY

PROTEST and

DEMOCRACY

Edited by Moisés Arce and Roberta Rice

© 2019 Moisés Arce and Roberta Rice
University of Calgary Press
2500 University Drive NW
Calgary, Alberta
Canada T2N 1N4
press.ucalgary.ca
This book is available as an ebook which is licensed under a Creative Commons license.
The publisher should be contacted for any commercial use which falls outside the terms
of that license.
Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication
Title: Protest and democracy / edited by Moisés Arce and Roberta Rice.
Names: Arce, Moisés, editor. | Rice, Roberta, editor.
Description: Includes index.
Identifiers: Canadiana (print) 2019005316X | Canadiana (ebook) 20190053208 | ISBN
9781773850450 (softcover) | ISBN 9781773850467 (open access PDF) | ISBN 9781773850474
(PDF) | ISBN 9781773850481 (EPUB) | ISBN 9781773850498 (Kindle)
Subjects: LCSH: Protest movements—21st century. | LCSH: Civil rights movements—21st
century.
Classification: LCC HM883 .P76 2019 | DDC 303.48/4—dc23
The University of Calgary Press acknowledges the support of the Government of Alberta
through the Alberta Media Fund for our publications. We acknowledge the financial support
of the Government of Canada. We acknowledge the financial support of the Canada Council
for the Arts for our publishing program.

Cover image: Colourbox 11771867
Copyediting by Ryan Perks
Cover design, page design, and typesetting by Melina Cusano

To those who struggle to make the world a better place for all of us.
MA and RR

Contents
List of Tables and Figures
Abbreviations
Acknowledgements

ix
xi
xiii

PART I: CONCEPTS AND EXPLANATIONS
1 The Political Consequences of Protest

1

Moisés Arce and Roberta Rice
2 How Do We Explain Protest? Social Science, Grievances,
and the Puzzle of Collective Action

23

Erica S. Simmons

PART II: MECHANISMS AND PROCESSES
3 Transnational Protest: “Going Global” in the Current
Protest Cycle against Economic Globalization

47

Jeffrey Ayres and Laura Macdonald
4 Collective Action in the Information Age: How Social
Media Shapes the Character and Success of Protests

71

Jennifer M. Larson
5 Schools for Democracy? The Role of NGOs in Protests in
Democracies in the Global South

93

Carew E. Boulding

vii

PART III: CASES AND CONSEQUENCES
6 The Ebbing and Flowing of Political Opportunity
Structures: Revolution, Counterrevolution, and the
Arab Uprisings

119

Paul Kingston
7 “You Taught Us to Give an Opinion, Now Learn How to
Listen:” The Manifold Political Consequences of Chile’s
Student Movement

145

Sofia Donoso and Nicolás M. Somma
8 Protest Cycles in the United States: From the Tea Party
and Occupy Wall Street to Sanders and Trump

173

Ted Goertzel

PART IV: CONCLUSIONS
9 Rethinking Protest Impacts

195

Moisés Arce, Roberta Rice, and Eduardo Silva
Contributors
Index

viii

215
221

Contents

List of Tables and Figures
Tables

5.1 Comparing Civil Society Organizations: NGOs and
Membership Associations
5.2 Protest in Latin America
5.3 Protest in Non-Latin American Developing Democracies
5.4 Relationship between NGOs, Associational Membership,
and Protest

96
104
107
110

Figures

5.1 Contact with NGOs or Membership Associations and
Protest Rates by Country
5.2 Marginal Effect of NGO Contact and Active Membership
on Protest

100
112

ix

Abbreviations
ACN			

Action Canada Network

APEC		

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

ART			

Alliance for Responsible Trade

CAE			

Credit with State Endorsement (Chile)

CASEN		
		

National Socioeconomic Characterization
Survey (Chile)

CSA			

Community Supported Agriculture

CUSFTA

Canada-US Free Trade Agreement

EU			

European Union

FECh			

University of Chile Student Federation

GMO			

Genetically Modified Organism

GNP			

Gross National Product

IMF			

International Monetary Fund

LAPOP		

Latin American Public Opinion Project

LOCE		

Constitutional Law of Education (Chile)

MERCOSUR

Southern Common Market

NAFTA		

North American Free Trade Agreement

NDP			

National Democratic Party (Egypt)

NGO			

Non-Governmental Organization

NOFA-VT
		

Northeast Organic Farming Association of
Vermont

xi

OECD		
		

Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development

OWS			

Occupy Wall Street

POS			

Political Opportunity Structure

PPD			

Party for Democracy (Chile)

PSU			

University Selection Test (Chile)

RMALC

Mexican Action Network against Free Trade

SPP			
		

Security and Prosperity Partnership of North
America

TPP			

Trans Pacific Partnership

VPIRG		

Vermont Public Interest Research Group

WTO			

World Trade Organization

xii

Abbreviations

Acknowledgements
This project is based on a simple premise—that protest is good for democracy. Traveling from conceptualization to publication, however, was no
simple route. Discussion of this collaborative endeavor between the coeditors began in 2003 in Lima, Peru where Roberta was conducting field
research for her dissertation and Moisés was serving as a visiting professor at the Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú (PUCP). We began the
project in earnest in 2011 under the guidance and care of our editor,
Jessica Gribble, at Lynne Rienner Publishers. Our original vision was
something akin to a handbook of social protest and we counted on sixteen contributors and all manner of studies. We had our first inkling
that perhaps we were overly ambitious in our vision during a panel
presentation on the project at the 2014 Congress of the Latin American Studies Association (LASA) in Chicago, Illinois when one of the
audience members stated: “I don’t get it. How are these papers related?”
It was not long afterwards that our dear editor and friend, Jessica, left
Lynne Rienner (we hope it was not because of our book project!) and
our volume collapsed.
In 2015, when Roberta finally landed a tenure-track position, the idea
of relaunching the co-edited volume resurfaced. This time we narrowed
our focus to understanding the political consequences of the 2011 global
protest cycle. Fortunately, a core group of our initial contributors were
willing and able to stick it out with us and reshape their contributions to fit
this new emphasis. All of the wonderful contributors to this current edited
collection have been with us since 2011. We are eternally grateful for their
patience and generosity. We also want to acknowledge the contributions to
our ideas on protest and democracy of those initial contributors who were
unable to wait such a long time to publish their work: Prakash Adhikari,

xiii

José A. Alemán, Ronald A. Francisco, María Inclan, Cassilde Schwartz,
and Susan Spronk. Our insights into the dynamic relationship between
protest and democracy are that much richer for having worked with you.
We are very thankful to the anonymous reviewers of this manuscript
for their helpful comments and recommendations. Their feedback has
improved the manuscript a lot, yet all shortcomings remain our own.
We would like to thank the University of Calgary Press for bringing this
project to fruition. Special thanks to the amazing staff at the Press: Brian
Scrivener, director; Helen Hajnoczky, editorial and marketing coordinator;
Alison Cobra, marketing specialist; and Melina Cusano, graphic designer.
Your words of encouragement and outstanding work ethic made all the
difference. We are also grateful to the University of Missouri for providing
copyediting and other support. Moisés would also like to thank the participants of several academic conferences where the papers of this book
were shared. Roberta would also like to acknowledge the contributions to
this project of the students in her POLI455 Protest, Rebellion and Revolution class at the University of Calgary for providing welcome feedback on
all of the ideas in the book. This book is designed with them in mind.

xiv

Acknowledgments

Part I:
CONCEPTS AND EXPLANATIONS

