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formal equality, 250-54
historiography of rights, 241-69
homesteading, 244
human rights, 254-61
imprisonment, 35-36
Indigenous, 217, 221-23, 244-46, 251, 254
Japanese, 246
Jewish, 245
juries, 248, 250, 252, 265n56, 286
lawyers, 246, 248. Voir aussi procuratrices 
lesbians, 258
maintenance. See divorce
“man in the house” (policy), 254, 259
marchandes publiques, 154, 156
married (mariées), 7, 126, 149-70, 221, 241, 

243-45, 250-54. See also droits des 
femmes mariées

military service, 252-53
minimum wage, 247, 251

names, 252, 254
newspapers and pamphlets, 6, 37-43, 48
O-cha-nah-kis, 217, 221-23
organizations, 247, 250, 255, 256, 258-59
origines britanniques au Québec, 152, 154-55, 

164-65, 167-69 
Persons Case, 107, 248, 285 
pregnancy, 253, 255, 258, 259. See also 

abortion
procuratrices, 126
professionals, 246, 248. Voir aussi 
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property of (propriéte de), 149-70, 244, 245, 

247, 251, 254
prostitution. See sex work
protective legislation, 242, 244-46
public office-holding, 243, 247-48
puissance d’agir, 150-51, 156. Voir aussi 

procuratrices 
racialized minorities, 244-45, 251. See also 

Indigenous people
rape, 244, 248, 253
in Royal Canadian Mounted Police, 252-53
Royal Commission on the Status of Women 

(RCSW), 252-53
seduction, 248, 252-53
as senators, 248
sentencing, 252
séparation de biens, 151-54, 156-71. Voir 

aussi dot; dower (douaire); property 
(propriété)

sex work, 217, 221-23, 245, 253, 259-60
sexual harassment, 258-59
solicitation, 245, 249, 253, 259-60
“spouse in the house” rule. See women: “man 

in the house” 
sterilization, 250
subordination, 151, 154, 156, 241-61
substantive equality, 242, 254-62
vagrancy, 252, 253, 263n17
veuves, 155. See also women: widows
violence against, 244, 246-47, 252
voting, 242-43, 245, 247-51, 260, 262n7, 

266n59
widows, 244. Voir aussi women: veuves
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Canada’s Legal Pasts presents new essays on a range of topics and episodes 
in Canadian legal history, provides an introduction to legal methodologies, shows 
researchers newer to the field how to locate and use a variety of sources, and includes  
a combined bibliography arranged to demonstrate best practices in gathering and 
listing primary sources. It is an essential welcome for scholars who wish to learn  
about Canada’s legal past—and why we study it. 

In fascinating accounts that include the story of a fishing vessel that became the 
subject of an extraordinarily long diplomatic dispute, young Northwest Mounted 
Police constables subject to an odd mixture of police discipline and criminal 
procedure, and more, this book illuminates the vibrant evolution of Canada’s legal 
tradition. Explorations of primary sources, including provincial archive records 
that suggest how Quebec courts have been used in interfamilial conflict, newspaper 
records that disclose the details of bigamy cases, and penitentiary records that reveal 
the details of the lives and legal entanglements of Canada’s most marginalized people, 
show the many different ways of researching and understanding legal history.
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This work will appeal to a broad range of scholars working at the 
intersections of law and history. Featuring both established scholars and 
newer voices in the field, this volume introduces the “how” of legal history 
and illustrates the deepening political commitment of scholars who seek to 
challenge the structures of inequality in Canadian society by interrogating 
legal history as an avenue toward change.

—Philip Girard, Professor,  
Osgoode Hall Law School, York University




