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Foreword

Since opening its doors in 1967, our medical school has grown and evolved into an internationally recognized leader in education and research. We’ve seen immense growth, life-changing research advancements and innovative shifts in health care that are improving lives every day.
Our school has grown from one single building, the Health Sciences Centre, to a campus with worldclass facilities such as the Advanced Technical Skills Simulation Laboratory (ATSSL), the Ward of the 21st
Century, and the International Microbiome Centre.
The number of students enrolled in our Undergraduate Medical Education (UME) program has increased from thirty-two in 1970 to 487 (in all years combined) in 2020. The number of programs we offer
has also risen. In addition to our UME program, which is one of only two three-year medical programs
in Canada, we also offer a Bachelor of Health Sciences program, a Bachelor of Community Rehabilitation
program, graduate and post-graduate medical education programs, and continuing medical education
and professional development programs. We also offer a highly regarded Leaders in Medicine program,
which provides motivated students with the opportunity to complete both a medical and graduate degree.
In addition to our education programs, the Cumming School of Medicine—which was renamed in
2014 to honour a $100 million gift from Geoffrey Cumming that was matched by the Government of
Alberta—is home to seven research institutes that are working to better the lives of people in southern
Alberta and beyond. We’ve seen great developments, including the creation of the Alberta Provincial
Project for Outcome Assessment in Coronary Heart Disease (APPROACH) database, the discovery that
a common acne medication can slow the progress of multiple sclerosis (MS), a potential treatment for
autoimmune diseases that resulted in a $1 billion collaboration and license agreement between Parvus Therapeutics and California-based Genentech (Roche Group), and research that has changed stroke
treatment around the world. This type of research is possible because of our willingness to take risks and
try new things—qualities that have come to define us.
We strive to create the future of health, which for us means better, more personalized health care in
Alberta and beyond, and have adapted both our research and education programs to achieve this goal.
We’re training and retaining excellent physicians and researchers, which leads to improved health care
for individuals and communities.
We’re also very focused on diversity and collaboration. When it comes to creating equity in health
care, we want to be a leader. We’ve designed the Pathways to Medicine Scholarship program to support
vii

the enrolment and success of future medical students from traditionally under-represented groups
throughout Alberta. We want to show others how
to close the gaps that exist when it comes to the
health of Indigenous people.
All of these qualities combine to attract the
best and brightest minds to our school. The people
who work and study here, and those who support
us from the community, are the key driver of
our success. This began with our founding dean,

Dr. Bill Cochrane, MD, who passed away in October 2017 at the age of ninety-one. It’s because of his
original vision that Calgary has a medical school,
and I’m delighted that we’ve been able to honour
him in different ways throughout the years.
This book celebrates how far we’ve come on
our journey in the evolution of medicine, and the
impact of our school. Here’s to creating the future
of medicine, and a future that’s even brighter than
our past.
Jon Meddings, MD
Dean, Cumming School of Medicine
University of Calgary

viii
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Authors’ Note

The idea for an official history of the University of Calgary Faculty of Medicine began with Thomas
C. Saunders (1921–2008), Lawrence A. Fisher, and Cyril Levene, early faculty members who embarked
on such a project in 2000. By 2006, they had written or begun drafting about thirteen chapters. They
estimated at this point that they had completed more than half of their manuscript but also concluded,
because of advancing age and health issues, that they would never be able to finish their project; they naturally became increasingly concerned that the fruits of their labour would be lost. In 2007, they reached
out to Dean Tom Feasby, Associate Dean for Undergraduate Medical Education Allan Jones, and Associate Dean Continuing Medical Education Jocelyn Lockyer, to make arrangements to preserve their work.
However, since the position of the AMF/Hannah Professorship in the History of Medicine and Health
Care was currently vacant, and a medical historian was in the process of being recruited, there was not an
institutional historian available to receive and preserve these materials. The current writing team came
together through efforts to save this draft. The manuscript, which was on computer software that was no
longer in use and a disc that could not easily be read, was eventually reformatted and recovered, but no
efforts to continue the book were undertaken until near the end of the Feasby deanship. In 2011, Dean
Feasby authorized the project and his successor as dean, Jon Meddings, continued to support the project,
so that research and book writing continued throughout his deanship as well.
The first major decision, once the project was resurrected by the new writing team, related to the
overall format for the book. The multiple drafts by Saunders, Fisher, and Levene particularly reflected
their own interests as education researchers, since they had played a major role in the design of the innovative curriculum and in implementing the unique philosophy of the new medical school in Calgary.
The new authors decided to take a radically different approach. After extensive discussion, we decided
to describe the events leading up to the formation of the Faculty of Medicine in a single, largely chronological introduction to the historical background. The main chapters would each focus upon individual
deanships, beginning with the founding dean, Dr. William Cochrane (1926–2017). The final chapter
would be a summary and discussion of some of the main educational achievements, institutional and
unit developments, and the research and outreach contributions of the University of Calgary Faculty of
Medicine. We decided to have the book completed in time for the Faculty of Medicine’s fiftieth anniversary. The Saunders, Fisher, and Levene draft had no real impact on the current book, and so the current
authors accept full blame for any deficiencies. Nevertheless, the previous draft is preserved, along with
ix

other unique materials used to write our book, in
the U of C Archives.
As authors, our next discussion was to try to
agree on when the Faculty of Medicine actually
began. A case could be made for 1967, when Bill
Cochrane was hired, or for 1970, when the first
class of thirty-two students were enrolled. In our
wish to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary, we decided on the latter, especially since the fortieth-anniversary celebration had been held on 9 October
2011, honouring the arrival of the first student in
Calgary four decades earlier. However, that was
not such a firm decision that it precluded a bonus
fiftieth-anniversary celebration in 2017, which was
especially timely in that it was also personally attended by Dean Cochrane just before his passing.
The next major decision was where and when
the book should end. Fifty years was unlikely to
align exactly with the end of a deanship. There
were also practical considerations too. Even if the
fifty years did coincide with the end of a deanship,
we would not know that very far in advance. Since
an “additional chapter” covering an entire deanship could not be left to a last-minute decision, and
since the book would be written over a number of
years during our spare time, we decided that it
would cover only up until the end of the Feasby
deanship in 2012. This would allow us to have the
book finished by the fiftieth anniversary of the
entry class in 2020.
The last major decision was how to approach
individual deanship chapters. In general, it was
agreed that each of the four authors would explore
and describe the period(s) related to two one-term
x
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deans or one two-term dean. The relative length
of each chapter would be roughly determined by
the length of the corresponding deanship. Generally speaking, there were four “one-term deans”
(Cochrane, McLeod, Smith, and Feasby) and two
“two-term deans” (Watanabe and Gall) within our
time frame. However, even this is an over-simplification, as, strictly speaking, Cochrane never had
been assigned a “term” per se, McLeod served a bit
more than one term, and Watanabe served a yearlong acting deanship plus two full terms.
This resulted in Lampard authoring the Cochrane and McLeod chapters, Wright the Watanabe
chapter, Hogan the Smith and Feasby chapters,
and, Stahnisch and Lampard the Gall chapter. The
Appendices were compiled by Dack and Lampard,
while the Illustrations were compiled by Lampard
and Pratt. Nineteen topics that were deemed noteworthy, but either tangential to or bridging multiple deanships, were covered separately by sidebars written primarily by Hogan and Lampard.
Each author came to the project from different backgrounds. Lampard had been the medical
director at the Foothills Hospital from 1968 to
1981 and knew all the early players personally; he
had also spent most of his almost fifty-year career
in Alberta and had published extensively on the
history of medicine and medical education in the
province. Lampard therefore wrote the Introduction. Hogan was recruited to the University of Calgary near the end of Dean Mamoru Watanabe’s
deanship, and so also lived through much of what
is discussed in the book. Stahnisch and Wright
were recruited to the University of Calgary toward

the end of the time period covered here; the learning curve for them was therefore steeper. It also
quickly became clear that the available historical
materials related to each deanship were unevenly distributed. In some instances, the deans were
deceased and could not be interviewed, as was
the case with Deans McLeod and Gall. While all
living deans were interviewed by the authors, the
extent and format of each interview was highly
variable, depending upon the approach chosen
by the author of the chapter as well as the health
and relative availabilities of each dean. Finally,
there were differences in the main occurrences
within the provincial health-care system during
the various deanships—of course, some appeared
evolutionary, some were deemed progressive and
revolutionary, and several events were described
by contemporaries as “catastrophic.”
During the first three deanship periods, the
health-care partner was relatively stable, whereas
during the last three the partnerships were much
more chaotic. Because of the different nature of
these events, it was agreed that each author had the

freedom to cover the deanship(s) in the manner
that he believed best conveyed the events, issues,
and prevailing attitudes. In general, authors covering the earlier deanships often chose to present
in chronological order information related to the
formative years of the Faculty of Medicine, while
authors covering the later deanships chose a more
thematic approach to recent events.
A final twist—an excellent one that propelled
Calgary’s medical school into a new academic
orbit—was an unprecedented and generous gift
by Canadian businessman Geoffrey Cumming,
which resulted in the renaming of the Faculty of
Medicine. This occurred during the Meddings
deanship in 2014, two years after the determined
end point of our volume. We addressed this momentous change by providing a brief sidebar
describing this event, even though it clearly falls
outside of the timeline for the book. Those authors
who may wish to write the sequel to our institutional history will certainly have decades at their
disposal to evaluate how this gift changed or even
transformed Calgary’s medical school.

Authors’ Note
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Preface

Dr. Edward Atwater (1926–2019) outlined several objectives to consider when writing a faculty history.
They ranged from recording the faculty’s growth and diversification to projecting an image of excellence.1
As the University of Calgary’s Cumming School of Medicine (CSM), approaches its first half-century,
there were additional reasons for compiling such a narrative: the lack of a previous published history; the
fiftieth anniversary of the faculty’s first undergraduate medical class in 2020; and the willingness of the
four living deans of this period to share their reflections on and recollections of their own experiences.
It helps as well that the CSM has a great story to tell. Together with McMaster University’s Faculty of
Medicine, the CSM remains one of only two three-year undergraduate medical schools in Canada. It has
a “can do” attitude that has overcome numerous challenges; it has grown rapidly and contributed many
research discoveries; it has an exemplary accreditation record; it has developed an innovative curriculum
based on the clinical presentation of the patient; and it has introduced current and cutting-edge medical
advances to Southern Albertans.
Interest in the history of medicine in Calgary is long-standing. It began with Dr. Earle Scarlett
(1896–1982), after he came to the youthful province of Alberta in 1930. Together with Dr. George D.
Stanley (1876–1954), Dr. Scarlett published the quarterly Calgary Associate Clinic Historical Bulletin from
1936 to 1958.2 The quarterly’s focus was on Alberta’s and Canada’s medical history. Early CSM faculty
member Dr. Peter Cruse (1927–2006), was encouraged by Dr. Scarlett to introduce medical history to
U of C students. A surgeon, Dr. Cruse began early morning discussions on surgical topics in 1972.3 These
sessions evolved into the popular history of medicine (HOM) elective in 1978. The program expanded
nationally—with international participation—as the History of Medicine Days conference, perpetuating
Dr. Scarlett’s life-long desire to meld the art and the science of medicine.4
In 1993, Dr. Tait McPhedran (1924–2012) visited every Canadian medical school and wrote the only
substantial review of the origin and development of the (then sixteen, now seventeen) Canadian medical
schools.5 Complementing his work, several U of C departments and programs have written their own
histories.6 The CSM story has many precedents. The present institutional history follows in the footsteps
of at least sixteen faculty history books now written on twelve of Canada’s medical schools.7 More can be
anticipated as we approach the two-hundredth anniversary of the first school—McGill in 1822—and the
fiftieth anniversary of the four schools founded in the late 1960s in the wake of the Royal Commission on
Health Services (McMaster, Memorial, Sherbrooke, and Calgary).
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Statue of Hippocrates. This
treasured statue in the Main
Atrium was sculpted in Greece
and presented to the faculty by
Jimmie and Maria Condon in
November 1980. Credit: Thomas
Kryton.
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Sunset through the Foothills
Hospital skeleton in 1963.
With 766 beds, it was the
largest hospital in North
America built at one time
when it opened in June 1966.
Credit: Accession number
84.005_47.30, University
Archives, University of
Calgary.

Aerial view of the Foothills
Medical Centre in 1972.
Credit: Accession number
84.005-23.07_3-4, University
Archives, University of
Calgary.
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Aerial view of the Foothills Medical Centre
in 2006, with the Health Research and
Innovation Centre and Teaching, Research
and Wellness research buildings in the
foreground (middle), and the basement of
the McCaig Tower, then under construction,
in the foreground (right). Credit: Cumming
School of Medicine, University of Calgary.

Left: The Foothills Medical Centre in 2018, with the new
Cancer Centre under construction in the backround (left).
Credit: Cumming School of Medicine, University of Calgary.
Right: Atrium of the Health Sciences Centre. Credit:
Cumming School of Medicine, University of Calgary.

Illustrations

xix

Atrium of the Heritage
Medical Research Building.
Credit: Robert Lampard.

Atrium of the Health Research and Innovation Centre. The Awards
Wall can be seen on the right. Credit: Robert Lampard.
Right: Libin Lecture Theatre. Credit: Thomas Kryton.
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Peter Lougheed Hospital. Opened in 1988, it currently has more than
600 beds. Credit: Robert Lampard.

Rockyview General Hospital. Opened in 1966, it currently has more than 650 beds.
Credit: Cumming School of Medicine, University of Calgary.

South Health Campus Hospital. Opened in 2013, it will eventually
have an estimated 642 beds. Credit: Cumming School of Medicine,
University of Calgary.
Right: Alberta Children’s Hospital. Opened in 2006, it was the
successor to the hospital located at 17th Avenue and Richmond Road
in southwest Calgary. Credit: Thomas Kryton.

Illustrations

xxi

Dr. David Dickson, professor and head
of Morphological Sciences (Anatomy),
instructing the first medical class
on the anatomy of the leg in 1971.
Credit: Accession number 99.069_109,
University Archives, University of
Calgary.

Dr. William Cochrane teaching the
second class of medical students in the
Christie Theatre in 1972. Credit: Calgary
Magazine, February 1973.

Education

A menagerie of medical class animal names beginning in 1973.
Credit: Cumming School of Medicine, University of Calgary.
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A plaque celebrating U of C
medical students who have
received Rhodes scholarships to
Oxford University. Credit: Thomas
Kryton.
Bottom left: The class of 1975 with
their namesake at the first Med
Show in 1973. Back row (left to
right) Graham Law, Deb Brown,
Wendy Wolfman, Bob Griebel,
Brian Liggett, Barb Law. Front
row (left to right) Al Murray, Gord
Mathieson, Tom Rosenal.
Credit: Brent Mitchell.
Bottom right: Dr. W. A. Cochrane
leading the first graduating class
in the recitation of the Hippocratic
Oath during the official opening
and first convocation of the
medical school, June 1, 1973.
Credit: University Archives,
University of Calgary.

Illustrations

xxiii

The virtual physical
examination model
“LINDSAY,” named after
medical student Lindsay
Kimmett, has been in
use since 2011 to teach
the anatomy of the seven
body systems. The app was
designed by Christian Joseph
(shown), a professor of
computer science at the U of
C. Credit: Mike Sturk.

Adele Meyers. Appointed the
student admitting officer and
then coordinator of student
affairs, she was the “mother
confessor” and “problem
solver” for students from
1976-2016. Credit: Adele
Meyers.
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An early research
project that studied the
effects of marijuana.
The investigators Drs.
Keith MacCannell, Steve
Milstein, and Gerald Karr
are shown locking away
the drug supply in a safe.
Credit: Accession number
NA-2864-19930, image
courtesy of Glenbow
Archives, Archives and
Special Collections,
University of Calgary.
The logos of the seven faculty-based research institutes launched
2004-2009. Credit: UCalgary Medicine, Fall 2004, Cumming School
of Medicine, University of Calgary.

Research Milestones

Drs. Sam Weiss with Brent Reynolds showed in 1992 using a mouse
model that neuro cells could regenerate. Credit: UCalgary Medicine,
Summer 2008, Cumming School of Medicine, University of Calgary.
Right: Drs. Nigel Shrive and Cy Frank demonstrating the use of the
“Spider” ligament testing equipment which they designed. Credit:
UCalgary Medicine, Fall 2009, Cumming School of Medicine,
University of Calgary.
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xxv

Dr. Garnette Sutherland
demonstrating the use
of a mobile MRI scanner
to donor Daryl K.
“Doc” Seaman. Credit:
Cumming School of
Medicine, University of
Calgary.

Dr. John Remmers, a pioneer obstructive sleep apnea researcher,
monitors the performance of a patient in the Foothills sleep lab
he started in 1984. Credit: Accession number 84.005_51.21_8,
University Archives, University of Calgary.
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Bottom right: Dr. Doug
Hamilton, a graduate
of the class of 1992 with
an MD/PhD, became a
NASA scientist. He is
seen here demonstrating
CPR resuscitation at zero
gravity. Credit: UCalgary
Medicine, Summer 2012,
Cumming School of
Medicine, University of
Calgary.

The Partners in Health fundraising program
(1992–1997) raised $51 million for the faculty
and its programs. Credit: Thomas Kryton.

Philanthropy*

Top right: The Reach! Campaign (2005–2010),
co-chaired by Brenda Mackie, Bill Sembo, and
Ken King, raised $312 million for the faculty
and its programs. Credit: UCalgary Medicine,
January 2012, Cumming School of Medicine,
University of Calgary.
Bottom right: Harley and Rebecca Hotchkiss.
Credit: Cumming School of Medicine,
University of Calgary.
*There have been many private supporters of
the faculty over the years. The pictures here
acknowledge just a few of them.
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Bud and Ann McCaig. Credit: Accession number C0031 S001
FL0051, University Archives, University of Calgary.

David and Gail O’Brien. Credit: O’Brien Institute of Public Health.
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Joan Snyder. Credit: Cumming School of
Medicine, University of Calgary.
Alvin and Mona Libin. Credit: UCalgary
Medicine, Summer 2008, Cumming School
of Medicine, University of Calgary.
Bottom left:Arnie and Sandi Charbonneau.
Credit: Cumming School of Medicine,
University of Calgary.
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Where in the World. Credit:
UCalgary Medicine, Spring/
Summer 2015, Cumming
School of Medicine,
University of Calgary.
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TH E D E A N CO C H R A N E Y E A R S
Dr. Robert Church. In 1968 he became the first
professor and head of the division of medical
biochemistry and molecular biology from 19691983. His research contributed to the cloning
of the first mammal, Dolly, a female domestic
sheep. Within the faculty, he served as associate
dean (research) (1981–88) and medical science
(1990–92). In the Calgary community, he was
president of the Calgary Stampede and a faculty
fundraiser. Credit: Accession number 84.005_
B58, University Archives, University of Calgary.

Notable Colleagues*

Dr. David Dickson. While at Dalhousie with
Dr. Cochrane, Dr. Dickson studied the systems
approach to teaching medicine. After arriving
in 1968 he played a leading role in implementing
the systems-based MD curriculum, serving as
the first professor and head of morphological
sciences (anatomy) and associate dean
(education)(1972–76). Credit: Accession number
84.005_5-34, University Archives, University of
Calgary.
Bottom left: Dr. Keith MacCannell. Joining the
faculty in 1969 as the professor and head of
pharmacology and therapeutics, he chaired the
first admissions (1969) and research committees
(1970) before being appointed the first associate
dean (research) (1972–74). A perennial
student, he completed sub-specialty training in
gastroenterology at age 50. Credit: Accession
number 82.011_6-21, University Archives,
University of Calgary.
Bottom right: Dr. Keith Cooper. An expert in
thermoregulation, he earned his DSc from
Oxford. He was the first professor and head of
physiology (1968–78), before becoming the U of
C vice president (research) (1978–84). Credit:
Accession number 84.005_35.36_5, University
Archives, University of Calgary.

*The successes during the tenure of each dean
were only achieved through collective effort. The
pictures here acknowledge just a few of those who
played notable roles in the work of the faculty.
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TH E D E A N M C LEO D Y E A R S
Dr. Warren Veale. A brain researcher, he arrived
in 1970 and served as the faculty’s associate
dean (research) (1974–80), before becoming
the associate dean (kinesiology), associate dean
(graduate studies), associate vice president
(graduate and degree programs), vice president
(research), and interim U of C president and vice
chancellor (2010). Credit: Accession number
2001065_110_7, University Archives, University
of Calgary.
Dr. John Baumber. Joined the faculty in 1970
and was the assistant dean of admissions and
student affairs (1975–79). Nationally, he led the
revision of the national objectives for the LMCC
qualifying examination. An active participant
in international faculty development projects,
he was awarded the Order of The University
of Calgary (2009). Credit: Accession number
84.005_5.46_8, University Archives, University
of Calgary.
Bottom left: Dr. Robert Haslam. A pediatric
neurologist, he came to Calgary in 1975 as
professor and head of pediatrics at the Children’s
and Foothills hospital. Haslam became the
physician-in-chief of the Hospital for Sick
Children in Toronto (1986–96), before returning
to Calgary in 2000 as the head of the Child
Development Research Centre. The Haslam
Chair in pediatric neurology honours him. He
became the third Officer of the Order of Canada
in his family in 2007. Credit: Accession number
84.005_45.42, University Archives, University
of Calgary.
Bottom right: Dr. Gerald McDougall. A
psychiatrist and fifth-generation Albertan, he
was the first coordinator and associate dean of
post-graduate medical education and continuing
medical education (1977–88). His model for
evaluating post-graduate residency training
programs was closely studied by the Royal
College. Credit: Accession number 2004.069_503, University Archives, University of Calgary.
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TH E D E A N WATA N A B E Y E A R S
Dr. Henry Mandin. A nephrologist, he was
the associate dean (undergraduate medical
education) (1989–96). He led the development
of the “clinical presentation” approach for
organizing the teaching of medicine, which has
received national and international recognition.
Credit: Henry Mandin.
Dr. Quentin Pittman. A U of C PhD graduate
(1976), he returned to the U of C in 1984. His
research concentrated on the effect of chronic
inflammatory disease on behaviour, using
electrophysiological analysis of peptides to study
neurotransmission, and the long-lasting effects
of early life convulsions on the cytokine system.
Credit: Quentin Pittman.
Bottom left: Dr. John Parboosingh. An
obstetrician, he came to Calgary in 1978 to create
clinical and educational links with southern
Alberta physicians using teleconferencing, CME
visits and locums at the FH/CGH hospitals.
Named the first associate dean CME (1991–93),
he was elected president of the US Society for
Academic CME and established a maintenance
of certification program for the RCPSC. Credit:
Accession number 2004.069_5-03, University
Archives, University of Calgary.
Bottom right: Dr. Robert Lee. A neurologist,
with Dr. Frank Leblanc he was instrumental in
creating the clinical neuroscience department
in 1980, which he then led. He was the team
physician for the 1986 Canadian Mount Everest
Expedition and made numerous medical
educational trips to Nepal and other countries.
Credit: Accession number 48-21_85-0052-1_33a,
University Archives, University of Calgary.
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TH E D E A N S M ITH Y E A R S
Dr. Marvin Fritzler. A member of the second U of
C medical class (1974), he returned in 1978. His
research has focused on autoimmune diseases.
He served as the associate dean (research)
(1998–99). Dr. Fritzler has helped shape Alberta
research through his involvement in Genome
Alberta. Credit: Accession number 84.005_60-17,
University Archives, University of Calgary.
Dr. George Wyse. Following a PhD in
Pharmacology he received his MD from the U
of C (1974). Dr. Wyse returned to Calgary in
1978 where he became the director of cardiology
(1986–93), then associate dean (clinical affairs)
(1993–99). He played a leading role in many
large trials addressing key clinical questions
in cardiology. Credit: Accession number
2004.069_5.04, University Archives, University
of Calgary.
Bottom left: Dr. Merril Knudtson. A graduate
of the class of 1975, on his return to Calgary he
created the Calgary Interventional Cardiology
service (1981) and the APPROACH registry
(1995). Acknowledged as the “father of
interventional cardiology” in Canada, he received
the Order of the University of Calgary in 2012.
Credit: Accession number 2004.069_5.02,
University Archives, University of Calgary.
Bottom right: Dr. Clarence Guenter. He served as
the director of the department medicine (197685) before accepting the position of vice president
and in 1990 president of Foothills Hospital.
Following regionalization in 1993, he began
consulting internationally and was the faculty’s
director of International Health (1996–2003). He
presented the first annual Guenter International
Health lecture at the U of C in 2011. Credit:
Clarence Guenter.
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TH E D E A N GA LL Y E A R S
Dr. Johan (Hans) van de Sande. A biochemist, he
completed his PhD at the U of A before coming
to Calgary in 1972. He headed the medical
biochemistry department (1988–93) before
serving as associate dean (research) (1993–96),
director of research (1996–98), and vice dean
(1998–2005). He was awarded the Order of the
University of Calgary (2005). Credit: Johan van
de Sande.
Dr Pamela Sokol. A bacterial cytogeneticist, her
early research was on cystic fibrosis. She came
to Alberta as a Heritage Scholar in 1984. She
was later appointed the assistant dean (graduate
science) (1992–97) and was instrumental in
establishing the MD/PhD Leaders in Medicine
program and the O’Brien Bachelor in Health
Science program. She then became the associate
dean graduate science (1997–2000), associate
vice president (research) at the university
(2000–2005), and vice dean (2005–2007). Credit:
Pam Sokol.
Bottom left: Dr. Richard Hawkes. He arrived
in Calgary in 1989 as the professor and head
of anatomy, where continued his research on
the cerebellum and was an early member of the
Hotchkiss Brain Institute. He was the associate
dean (graduate science) (1999–2003), associate
dean (research) (2004–12), and senior associate
dean (research) (2009–12). Credit: Richard
Hawkes.
Bottom right: Dr. Cy Frank. An orthopedic
surgeon, he specialized in reconstructive
surgery of the knee. With Dr. Nigel Shrive, he
founded the McCaig Bone and Joint Research
Centre in 1992. The recipient of dozens of
awards, he became the first president and
CEO of Alberta Innovates-Health Solutions,
the AHFMR successor, and was the founding
scientific director of the CIHR Institute for
Musculoskeletal Health and Arthritis (2001–
2007). Credit: Accession number 2004.069_5-02,
University Archives, University of Calgary.
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TH E D E A N FE A S BY Y E A R S
Dr. Jon Meddings. A U of A graduate, he
specialized in gastroenterology with a particular
interest in celiac and inflammatory bowel
disease. He came to the U of C in 1987 and served
as division chief (2000–2004) before returning
to the U of A as the director of Internal medicine
(2004–2009). He came back to the U of C as vice
dean (2009–12) and then interim U of C VP
(research) (2010–11) before becoming the seventh
dean of medicine in 2012. Credit: UCalgary
Medicine, Spring 2014, Cumming School of
Medicine, University of Calgary.
Dr. Wee Yong. An internationally recognized
neuroimmunologist and occupant of a Canada
Research chair in neuroimmunology, he came
to Calgary in 1996 as the director of the multiple
sclerosis program. In 2007 he was appointed the
chair of the awards and recognition committee
and charged with celebrating excellence in the
faculty through local, provincial, and national
awards. Credit: Wee Yong.
Bottom left: Dr. Glenda MacQueen. A psychiatrist
and researcher in the neurobiology and the
treatment of major depression and bipolar
disorder, she came to Calgary in 2008 as head of
psychiatry. An exceptional and frequently cited
scholar, she was a model of academic generosity
and a mentor for students, particularly women
in medicine. Widely admired, she became the
vice dean in 2012, only retiring for health reasons
in 2019. Credit: Cumming School of Medicine,
University of Calgary.
Bottom right: Dr. Brenda Hemmelgarn. A
nephrologist, with a PhD in epidemiology and
biostatistics, Dr. Hemmelgarn has had a long and
distinguished career in health care. She occupied
the Roy and Vi Baay Chair in Kidney research
(2011–16) and was the head of CHS (2014–20)
before being appointed the dean of medicine
and dentistry at the U of A. Four former U o C
faculty members have been appointed as dean
of another medical school The others were Drs.
Gerald Holman (Virginia), Dean Sandham
(Manitoba) and Gavin Stuart (UBC). Credit:
Brenda Hemmelgarn.
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Memorable Moments

Medicine Chief. After supporting the creation
of an on-site health and teaching centre on the
Stoney Nakoda First Nations, Dr. Cochrane was
appointed an honorary “Medicine Chief ” by
Chief Ray Baptiste in 1972. Credit: Accession
number 84.005_13.05, University Archives,
University of Calgary.
President Cochrane. As the founding dean
he was selected as the third president of the
University (1974–78), one of nine medical deans
to become the president of a Canadian university.
Credit: William Cochrane.
Bottom right: 25th Anniversary of the faculty.

President Murray Fraser cuts the cake honoring
the 25th anniversary of the faculty in 1995.
(Left to right) Terry White, William Cochrane,
Barbara McLeod, Mo Watanabe, Eldon Smith.
Credit: Accession number 2004.069_3.15_2,
University Archives, University of Calgary.
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Top left: 40th Anniversary. A panel discussion was held to share

perspectives on the highlights of each dean’s tenure over of the
first 40 years of the school. Presenters were: deans Feasby, Sokol
(for Gall), Smith, Watanabe, Veale (for McLeod), and Cochrane.
Credit: Robert Lampard.
47th Anniversary. In 2017 a special recognition ceremony was
held to honor Dr. Cochrane on the 50th anniversary of his
appointment as the dean of medicine. Shown here are (from left
to right) Alvin Libin, Jon Meddings, Geoff Cumming, and (front)
William Cochrane. Credit: Robert Lampard.

Bottom left: Olympic Mascots Hidy and Howdy. The official
mascots for the Calgary 1988 Olympic Winter Games mascots
suffered from elevated temperatures and CO2 levels when in their
costumes. This was remedied by installing fans in their hats.
Credit: Accession number 84.005_58.37_5, University Archives,
University of Calgary.
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Dr. John Read. A pediatrician, he came to Calgary in 1968
as the first head of CHS. He played an instrumental role in
making the 1988 Calgary Olympic Winter Games the first
tobacco-free ones. He was also instrumental in persuading
the government to make child restraints mandatory and
was the father of the well-known downhill skier Ken Read.
Credit: Ken Read.
By 2008, seven faculty had been awarded the Order of
Canada: (LtoR back row) Drs. Robert Church, Eldon
Smith, William Cochrane, Greg Powell, and (front) Drs.
Mo Watanabe, Tom Noseworthy, and Robert Haslam.
Three more faculty were similarly honored by 2012—Drs.
Clarence Guenter, Garnette Sutherland, and Merril
Knudtson. Credit: UCalgary Medicine Deans edition, 2008,
Cumming School of Medicine, University of Calgary.
Bottom right: Dr. Feasby introduced the “Feasby Fist Bump”

in 2009 to reduce handshakes, hugs or kisses that could
promote the spread of the H1N1 virus. Credit: Cumming
School of Medicine, University of Calgary.

xlii

Creating the Future of Health

Tuk Tuk trip. Drs. Clarence Guenter and John Baumber (and
Robert Lee, the photographer) taking their families on a
tourist break in Laos in 2012. Credit: Robert Lee.

The Royal Visit. The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge officially
visited the university and the faculty in 2011. Credit: Buckingham
Palace and the Cumming School of Medicine, University of Calgary.
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