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Cities are a work in progress as well as a labour of love. They can also break 
your heart. Part cautionary tale, part bellwether, Noel Keough and Geoff 
Ghitter have written a how-to guide on building the city of the future. If  
you care about cities and the people who live in them, read this book.

—Druh Farrell, Calgary City Councillor

An outstanding example of quality journalism bridging front-line academic 
research and urgent community challenges. City-dwellers who care about  
their future should read this book.

—Ana María Peredo, Professor of Political Ecology, University of Victoria

An excellent analysis of Calgary’s pressing sustainability issues, offering 
critical lessons for Canada and beyond.

—Byron Miller, Professor, Urban Studies Program Coordinator,  
University of Calgary

 
Calgary, Alberta, is a culturally diverse urban metropolis. Sprawling and car-
dependent, fast-growing and affluent, it is dominated by the fossil fuel industry. 
For 30 years, Calgary has struggled to turn sustainability rhetoric into reality. 

Sustainability Matters is the story of Calgary’s circuitous path toward sustainable 
development. Chronicling two decades of public conversations and political 
debate, it is both a fascinating case study and an accessible introduction to the 
theory and practice of urban sustainability. A clear-eyed view of the setbacks, 
successes, and struggles of turning knowledge into action, this book presents 
an approach to municipal development, planning, and governance that takes 
seriously the urgent need to address climate change and injustice. 

 
NOEL KEOUGH is a co-founder of CivicCamp Calgary and Sustainable Calgary 
Society. He has published extensively on sustainability, sustainable community 
design, and low-carbon cities. 

GEOFF GHIT TER is an urban researcher, theorist, and retired university instructor 
with a focus on the application of complex systems theory to both natural and  
urban systems.  




