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“a diverse and fascinating array of perspectives on
the history of Canada’s national parks”

— Stephen Bocking, Professor and Chair of the Environmental
and Resource Studies Program, Trent University

When Canada created a Dominion Parks Branch in 1911, it be-
came the first country in the world to establish an agency de-
voted to managing its national parks. Over the past century, this
agency, now Parks Canada, has been at the centre of important
debates about the place of nature in Canadian nationhood and
relationships between Canada’s diverse ecosystems and its com-
munities. Today, Parks Canada manages over forty parks and
reserves, totalling over 200,000 square kilometres and featuring
a dazzling variety of landscapes, profoundly affecting the way
we, and the world, see our country.

These fourteen essays address Parks Canada’s long-stand-
ing struggles to encompass both preservation and use in places
created for “benefit, education and enjoyment” of Canadians.
These colourful, place-based accounts trace how the agency has
designed, managed, and promoted national parks in response to
public demand, political strategy, scientific debate, and environ-
mental concern. As it navigated contests of territory, extraordi-
nary geographical diversity, and the changing landscape of the
modern Canadian state, it has gradually defined national parks
as both cultural landscapes and sites of ecological integrity.

CLAIRE CAMPBELL is an associate professor in the Depart-
ment of History and the Coordinator of Canadian Studies at
Dalhousie University. She is the author of Shaped by the West
Wind: Nature and History in Georgian Bay (2004) and co-editor
of Groundtruthing: Canada and the Environment, a special issue
of the Dalhousie Review (2010).
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