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“No-one lives for hundreds of years, yet the memoirs of
Hugh Dempsey read like the recollections of a man who has
observed history for centuries ... this historian who married

into the history of the West provides an unparalleled
perspective on the Canadian experience.”

—DAvID FINCH, HISTORIAN, Alberta Views, MARCH 2011

Hugh A. Dempsey is one of Alberta’s most prolific and influential public
historians. Author of more than twenty books, he has also been “in on the
ground floor” of the development of many key Alberta institutions, includ-
ing the Indian Association of Alberta, the Historical Society of Alberta, and
the Glenbow Museum. Now, in his own words, he recounts his interest-
ing and varied careers as journalist, government publicity writer, popular
historian, archivist and museum administrator, speaker, and lecturer.

Dempsey is both a witness to and a participant in Western history.
Written with the trademark Hugh Dempsey eye for detail and lively anec-
dote, this memoir will be essential and enjoyable reading for anyone inter-
ested in Western and First Nations history and the growth of key Alberta
cultural institutions.

HUGH A. DEMPSEY is Chief Curator Emeritus of the Glenbow
Museum in Calgary and, for more than 50 years, editor of Alberta History
magazine. He is one of western Canada’s most respected historical auth-
ors. His books include The Amazing Death of Calf Shirt and Other Blackfoot
Stories, and The Golden Age of the Canadian Cowboy. In 1953 he married
Pauline Gladstone, daughter of James Gladstone, president of the Indian
Association of Alberta. He served as honorary secretary of that organiza-
tion from 1959 to 1964. In 1967 he was made an honorary chief of the
Kainai Blackfoot. Dempsey was awarded an honorary doctorate from the
University of Calgary (and lectured there on Native studies and Alberta
history), invested as a member of the Order of Canada, and honoured by
the Archives Society of Alberta and the Canadian Historical Association.
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