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APPENDIX 1: CREW OF EIR4 DURING THE
1881-82 EXPEDITION, FROM THE TIMES,
AUGUST 22, 1882.

Benjamin Leigh Smith, commander
W. H. Neale, M.B.B.S., medical officer
William Lofley, ice master

J. Crowther, first mate

T. Fenton, second mate

G. Byers, harpooner

A. Valentine, harpooner

C. Marshall, harpooner

J. Harvey, boatswain

'W. Masson, cook

J. Johnson, carpenter

J. M’Millan, A.B.

R. Crooks, A.B.

D. Milne, A.B.

G. Alexander, A.B.

A. Robertson, A.B.

D. Walker, A.B.

A. Gray, A.B.

J. Allan, A.B.

J. Gill, steward

T. Clarke, cook’s mate

William Robertson, chief engineer

G. Pert, second engineer

J. Thompson, blacksmith
William Laing, fireman
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APPENDIX 2: NOTES ON ANIMALS & BIRDS 1881-
82 [LIKELY WRITTEN BY W.H. NEALE], SPRI MS
301/33

On July 25th, 1881, we reached Gray Bay at Cape Grant + Cape Crowther
there are large loomeries; a short distance up the bay on the W side many
rotgies had their young among the basaltic columns of the lofty cliffs.

Other birds seen were:

Snowbird
Mobley
Boatswain
Arctic tern
Dovekies
Eider duck
Burgomeister
Kittiwake
Sandling
Brent goose
Snowy owl
Falcon

On E side near head of Gray Bay there were a good number of snow birds
and dovekies [indistinct], but too high up for one to obtain the eggs. At C
Stephen there was a large loomery & at C Forbes there were a few looms,
a good number of rotges & dovekies & some snow birds.

At Bell Is the same species of birds were seen and on the S side there
was a large loomery and nests of Kittiwakes, Dovekies, Rotges, snowbirds
& burgomeisters. Rain geese & brent geese were seen & [indistinct] on
the clifts 700 ft high but no nests were seen.

At C Flora there was a very large loomery, and also many Rotges,
Dovekies, Kittiwakes, & snowbirds. In the low land several snow bunt-
ings & [indistinct] were seen, no nests were found. The looms lay their
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eggs on the bare rocks & the dovekies & rotges lay them in the crevices
of the rocks. The kittiwake makes a nest of [indistinct] and moss. The
snow bird makes a rudimentary nest of moss & feathers, but of no definite
shape. Each species seen occupies a separate part of the cliff.

The rotgees & dovekies left about the first wek in Sep. Looms were
very scarce after Sep. 10th. On Sept 22nd journal says a few Burgo-
meisters, Snow birds, molloys, kittiwakes, Eider Duck & Brent geese seen
but getting very scarce.

On Oct 13 3 or 4 snow birds & occasionally a Burgomeister or molloy
seen hovering around the meat outside house. On Oct. 28 whilst killing
some walrus, 2 snow birds, 2 or 3 molloys, & Burgomeisters were seen and
remained for 2 or 3 days eating the refuse of the carcass.

On Feb. 8 a snowy owl was seen, the first bird to arrive. On Feb. 18th
2 or 3 flocks of dovekies were seen flying to the NW and on the 20th there
were a great number seen in the water. March 9th the first loom was seen
but it was not until the end of March that they began to settle on the rocks
and then they would only stop on the cliffs for a few hours & go away for
4 or 5 days. We were not aboe to get up the hill and shoot any until the
16th of April.
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APPENDIX 3: STORES SAVED FROM EIRA 1881
[LIKELY RECORDED BY W. H. NEALEI], SPRI MS
301/34; D

* Stores marked thus were saved for the boat journey. Also 16 gallons of
rum, 12 Ibs of tea and 50 tins of milk; about 800 Ibs of cooked walrus meat
added to the above, completed our stock of provisions for the boat journey.

Corn beef 516

Libby cooked beet 856 Ibs*
Compressed mutton 50 Ibs*

Salt meat 1 % casks

Cooked meats in 2 1b tins 180 Ibs*
Chicken in 1 1b tins 13 Ibs*

Ox tongues in 2 Ib tins 20 Ibs*
Soup & boulli in 6 Ib tins 570 1bs*
110 two Ib tins of soup 220 Ibs*
Ox tongues 23*

Spirits

Rum 75 gallons
Whiskey 18 bottles
Gin 12 bottles

Sherry 18 bottles
Champagne 72 bottles
Beer 60 bottles
Brandy 12 bottles

Milk 200 tins

Cocoa milk 60 tins*
Coffee & milk*

Van Houtens Cocoa 6 Ibs
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Cabin biscuits 80 1bs
Flour 6 casks

Tea 80 Ibs

Sugar 1 cask
Molasses ¥ cask
Tapioca 14 Ibs
Cornflour 14 1bs

Vegetables, etc

Carrots & potatoes in 6 b tins 2268 Ibs

Carrots in 4 1b tins 160 Ibs

Turnips in 2 Ib tins 96 Ibs

Dutch vegetables in 10 Ib tins 360 Ibs

Goward’s dried potatoes 194 lbs

One Ib tins of vegetables such as peas, beans, brussel sprouts, apricots,
macedonie [sic] 200 lbs

Apples in 2 Ib tins 50 1bs

Prunes 40 Ibs

Jams in 1 1b tins 90 lbs

Morris compressed vegetables 24 tins

Kopps consolidated soups (each box containing 144 tins) 2 boxes
Pickles 15 bottles

[Knorr’s?] sauces 18 bottles
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APPENDIX 4: SUPPLIES LOADED ONTO THE
FOUR ESCAPE BOATS, JUNE 1882, FROM THE “LOG
OF EIRAAFTER THE SHIPWRECK, 28 NOV 1881-31
MARCH 1882, SPRI MS 300/5-6 SL

NO. 1 WHALE BOAT

Corned beef

3-14 Ibs

5-7 Ibs

31-2 Ibs

Libby

10-6 1bs

13-4 1bs
Compressed mutton
2—6 lbs

1-4 1bs

Total 267 Ibs

Ave: 38 and 1/7 Ibs.

26 Soups Boulli
24 small soups
1 chicken

21 two lbs meat
3 one Ib meat

2 tongues

Total: 256 1bs
Ave: 36 and 2/7 lbs.

NO 2. WHALE BOAT

Corned beef
3-14 Ibs
6—7 lbs
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15-2 Ibs

Libby

9-6 Ibs

11-4 1bs
Compressed mutton
2-61bs

Total 224 Ibs

Ave: 37 and 1/3 1bs.

23 Soups Boulli

23 small soups

4 chickens

18 two lbs meat
Total: 224 1bs

Ave: 37 and 1/3 1bs.

NOS. 3 & 4 WALRUS BOATS

Corned beef

4-14 1bs

4-7 lbs

15-2 Ibs

Libby

9-6 Ibs

11-4 Ibs
Compressed mutton
1-6 Ibs

Total 218 Ibs

Ave: 36 and 1/3 Ibs.

23 Soups Boulli
23 small soups
4 chickens

18 two lbs meat
4 tongues

Total: 232 1bs
Ave: 38 and 2/3 1bs.
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THE FIRST COMPREHENSIVE BIOGRAPHY OF
ENGLAND’S MOST RECLUSIVE EXPLORER. }@

Benjamin Leigh Smith discovered and named dozens of islands

in the Arctic but published no account of his pioneering explor-

ations. He refused public accolades and sent stand-ins to deliver

the results of his work to scientific societies. He once told his

brother-in-law that if Queen Victoria herself asked to see his Arctic photo-
graphs, he would send his expedition photographer around to the palace with them.

Yet Leigh Smith was a man whose doughty leadership was so successful that the
veteran Arctic whaling captain David Gray was moved to call him the very model of
“quiet, cool, thoroughbred English pluck.” The Royal Geographic Society’s Clements
Markham referred to him as a polar explorer of the first rank.

Leigh Smith’s first expedition, to the Arctic archipelago of Svalbard, resulted in
thirty-three new place names and included the discovery of twenty-two new islands.
He defined the northeast limits of Svalbard at what is now known as Cape Leigh
Smith. His 1873 voyage to Svalbard came to the rescue of the more experienced
Swedish explorer A. E. Nordenskiold and in the process won Leigh Smith the Royal
Swedish Order of the Polar Star (which was finally sent to him through the mail
when he would not appear for it personally).

But it is his spectacularly successful reconnaissance of Franz Josef Land in 1880
on board his private research vessel Eira for which Leigh Smith is justly famed. In
just two weeks in August, 1880, Leigh Smith defined the southern coast of Franz
Josef Land, charting 110 nautical miles along a previously unknown Arctic coastline.
His escape from the Arctic in 1882 — after Eira sank off Franz Josef Land — rivals the
small boat voyages of Ernest Shackleton and Fridtjof Nansen.

Traveling to the Arctic islands that Leigh Smith explored and crisscrossing
England to uncover unpublished journals, diaries, and photographs, archaeologist and
writer P. J. Capelotti details Leigh Smith’s five major Arctic expeditions and places
them within the context of the great polar explorations in the nineteenth century.
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or of more than a dozen books and his research has taken
him several times to Svalbard and Franz Josef Land and
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