
University of Calgary Press

MY NAME IS LOLA
by Lola Rozsa, 
as told to and written by Susie Sparks

ISBN 978-1-55238-735-1

THIS BOOK IS AN OPEN ACCESS E-BOOK. It is an electronic 
version of a book that can be purchased in physical form through 
any bookseller or on-line retailer, or from our distributors. Please 
support this open access publication by requesting that your 
university purchase a print copy of this book, or by purchasing 
a copy yourself. If you have any questions, please contact us at 
ucpress@ucalgary.ca

Cover Art: The artwork on the cover of this book is not open 
access and falls under traditional copyright provisions; it cannot 
be reproduced in any way without written permission of the artists 
and their agents. The cover can be displayed as a complete cover 
image for the purposes of publicizing this work, but the artwork 
cannot be extracted from the context of the cover of this specific 
work without breaching the artist’s copyright. 

www.uofcpress.com

COPYRIGHT NOTICE: This open-access work is published under a Creative Commons licence. 
This means that you are free to copy, distribute, display or perform the work as long as you clearly 
attribute the work to its authors and publisher, that you do not use this work for any commercial gain 
in any form, and that you in no way alter, transform, or build on the work outside of its use in normal 
academic scholarship without our express permission. If you want to reuse or distribute the work, you 
must inform its new audience of the licence terms of this work. For more information, see details of 
the Creative Commons licence at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

UNDER THE CREATIVE 
COMMONS LICENCE YOU MAY:

• read and store this document 
free of charge;

• distribute it for personal use 
free of charge;

• print sections of the work for 
personal use;

• read or perform parts of the 
work in a context where no 
financial transactions take 
place.

UNDER THE CREATIVE COMMONS LICENCE YOU 
MAY NOT:

• gain financially from the work in any way;
• sell the work or seek monies in relation to the distribution  

of the work;
• use the work in any commercial activity of any kind;
• profit a third party indirectly via use or distribution of the work;
• distribute in or through a commercial body (with the exception 

of academic usage within educational institutions such as 
schools and universities);

• reproduce, distribute, or store the cover image outside of its 
function as a cover of this work;

• alter or build on the work outside of normal academic 
scholarship.

Acknowledgement: We acknowledge the wording around open 
access used by Australian publisher, re.press, and thank them  
for giving us permission to adapt their wording to our policy  
http://www.re-press.org



303

aCknoWledgmenTs

Undoubtedly, it was my mother’s hand that led me back to Manners of 
the Manse, the memoir she had written about her life as the Preacher’s 
wife in small town Cumberland Presbyterian congregations so many 
years ago. As I re-read those stories from the perspective of my tenth 
decade, I at last understood how all of us are so profoundly shaped by 
those who come before us. She still guides my journey, reminding 
me that none of us travels alone. So it is with many, many thanks 
to the countless people who have enriched our lives more than any 
of them will ever know that I express my gratitude, especially those 
who have helped me remember some of our mutual experiences in 
Calgary’s oil patch and community endeavours.

It wouldn’t surprise me either if Mama had a hand in bringing 
Susie Sparks back into my life to help me write this book! Susie 
had been one of the little girls who stepped off the plane from New 
Orleans into the brutal cold of November, 1949. She and her family 
moved into one of the Shell houses close to ours, and they shared 
those early getting-acquainted-with-Calgary experiences with Ted 
and me and our children. Susie and I spent many happy afternoons 
together reminiscing and unfolding my memories like tattered old 
letters, worn by age but treasured enough to store away to look at 
again in the fullness of time.

Both Dick Baillie and Sandy McDonald regaled me again with 
their stories of those early days when Frontier Geophysical was in 
its infancy and, thanks to the Petroleum Oral History Collection 
housed at the Glenbow Museum, I was able to recall the other pion-
eers of the Alberta oil industry too.

Tim Rawlings sorted out the CPO archival memories I’d stored 
over the years, helping me put them in chronological order, and our 
dear friends, Hy and Jenny Belzberg reminded me about the old days 
when we were all learning how to be effective community volun-
teers. They have been enormously generous in their development 
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work with the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra through the years, 
and equally generous with the Rozsa Centre at the university.

Nomi Whalen and I had both been aspiring actresses when 
the MAC 14 theatre group was very active, but while I was cast as 
the matriarch, my glamorous friend Nomi was usually the femme 
fatale! She reminded me of those times as well as the days when we 
were both trying to organize the first Women’s Auxiliary of Theatre 
Calgary, and what fun we had.

My thanks as well to Jack Stewart and Victor Kim, Ministers at 
Grace Presbyterian Church, who have offered me their friendship 
along with a generous helping of encouragement as this project took 
on a life of its own. They never wavered in their conviction that I 
could complete it.

But it has been Amy Praxides and Sally Jeslava who have quite 
literally kept me going! They’ve attended to my health, they’ve kept 
the household running, welcomed my visitors, made sure I could get 
to every social event, and over the years have become so much more 
than my caregivers. They have become my truly cherished friends.

It was my children and grandchildren, however, who kept me 
humble. They proofed the first drafts of this book and, thanks to 
Google, were able to catch some of my most glaring errors in dates 
and details. They know how much I love them, but I know I can’t 
possibly thank them enough for their care and their never-ceasing 
kindnesses toward me. They have made this project possible.

So Ruth Ann, Ted, and Mary, for your unflagging support, for 
sharing your own memories, for the countless trips into the yellow 
room to bushwhack through the boxes of photos and stacks of mem-
orabilia, thank you. To Karen and Mary Cristina, my Calgary-based 
granddaughters, thank you for your memories, your wonderful crea-
tivity, and especially for sharing your technological expertise. To 
Howie, Scott, T.J., Stacey, and Charles, thank you for keeping me 
current with all of your news as you build your careers and families. 
You will never know how much I enjoy our visits and appreciate 
your very frequent phone calls to keep me updated and in the loop. 
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And finally, to my great-grandchildren Tristan, Emma, Evan, and 
Satchel, I send my love. One day, I hope you might share this story 
with your great-grandchildren.

What a privilege it has been to walk through this life with all 
of you.
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Estes, Mary Evangeline, 6
Estes, Mildred, 292
Estes, Nannie (Morris), 87, 109, 186, 291. See 

also Estes, Charles William and Nannie
affirmed faith with work in church and 

family, 15
beginning to age, 152
bobbed hair and, 22
church families, 8–9
death, 186
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family, 63. See also extended family

core of civil society, 15
critical to survival, 15
to step away was unthinkable, 15

Farkas, Eric, 174
fashion shows, 180
Fauré, Gabriel, 229
feet on the floor, 114, 154, 271
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golf Hall of Fame, 193

irreverent about golf game, 193
Fort Branch, Indiana, 8
Fort Calgary, 135
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Hanoi, 171
Hare, Clayton, 135
Hart, Ann (Estes), 30, 42, 49, 88, 144, 263

elopement, 43
Hart, Ed, 43, 88, 144, 263
Hart, Eddie, 144, 207
Harvie, Don, 123–24
Harvie, Don and Mary

generosity toward Calgary, 124
Harvie, Eric, 124
Harvie, Mary, 124
Haskayne School of Business, 243–44, 256, 

273, 279
Hawaii, 203
Hawaii trip, 274

challenges, 275–78
deplaning at Kona Airport, 277

Hawkins, Dallas, 200
Hayman, Richard, 179
“He who dies with the most toys wins,” 200
healthy community, 141
Heppner, Ben, 189
Heritage Trust Fund, 199
Hewitt, Angela, 189
Higgins, Sue, 206
highschool football in Texas, 50
Highway, Tomson, 256
Hillier, John, 255
Hilton Hotel, Milan, 204
Hitler, Adolf, 49, 68
Hobart, Oklahoma, 10–11, 17
home-made kosher dills, 124
Honens, Esther, 255
Honens, Harold, 255
Honens International Competition, 202, 

254–55
Hoover, Herbert, 27, 128
horse-drawn delivery wagons, 100
hot water, living without, 76–77
house in Calgary (Marda Loop), 115
house in Calgary (Mount Royal/Elbow Park)

evenings spent together as a family, 125
listed for sale, 150
Lola’s and Ted’s happiness with, 124
music, 125

house in Calgary (on 8A Street), 103, 111, 113
house in Calgary (on Lake Bonaventure). See 

Lake Bonaventure house
house in Calgary (Westmount Boulevard), 

93, 99–100
housing foreclosures, 200
housing shortages, 69, 82, 199
Houston, Texas, 149, 151

close to Lola’s family, 149

Gone with the Wind, 62–63
Goodman, Benny, 292
gophers, 103
Goth, Jack, 175
governance principles, 236
Grable, Betty, 292
Grace Church choir, 123, 151, 176
Grace Church Christmas cake bazaar, 108–9, 

137
Grace Church music

expansion to include junior choirs, 
Gateway Singers, hand bell choir, 177

Grace Presbyterian Church, 93, 123, 151, 
176, 202

conservative congregation remained loyal, 
178

membership and annual giving increased, 
121

now an inner city church concerned with 
social justice, 178

repair of the bells, 177
Gramatté, Walter, 229
Grande Prairie, Alberta, 116
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 151
Grand Theatre, 120, 134–36
Grandview, Illinois, 7
Grandview, Texas, 3
grayling, 191
great-grandchildren growing up in Calgary

see beyond the differences to the 
commonalities, 235

no ‘other’ to fear, 235
great-grandchildren’s generation, 73

connected (electronic gear), 235
great-grandchildren’s progeny, 294
Green, Ann, 256–57
green apple tree, 124
green-grocer’s cart, 100
Grey Cup Warm-Up Party, 180–81
Griffith, Wilbur, 170
grocery deliveries, 106
grocery stores, 59, 100
Grumman canoes, 190
Guam, 185
Gulf of Tonkin, 169

H
Haiphong, 171
Hamelin, Marc-André, 189, 230
hand bell choirs, 177
Handel, George Frederick, The Passion of 

Christ, 177
Handford, Maurice, 179
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Jersey Cattle Club, 30
Jersey cow (Lady), 10, 30
Jim Crow laws, 164
Joachim, Joseph, 229
Johnson, Lyndon, 169, 173
Joó, Arpad, 179
Jordan, Niels, 227
Jubilee Auditorium, 136
jug hustler tales from the ’50s, 118
jug hustlers, 58
July in west Texas, 69
Junior Christian Endeavor Society, 14

K
Kansas blizzards, 62
Karch, Marilyn, 192
Kennedy, Robert F.

assassination, 167, 173
Kennedy–Khruschev stand-off in Cuba, 170
Kent State University killings, 186
Khruschev, Nikita, 170
Kilgour, Murray, 285
Kimber, Les, 175
King, Martin Luther, Jr.

assassination, 173
I Have a Dream speech, 167

Kiowa communities, 10, 12, 34
Kiowa school in Babbs Switch

fire, 12–13
kissin’ kin, 293
Kiwanis Music Festival, 177, 255
Klein, Ralph, 226

Alberta’s version of a good ol’ boy, 205
elected mayor of Calgary (1980), 205–6
wave of civic popularity, 206

Kona Airport in Hawaii, 276
Korean War, 129
Kortgaard, Dawne, 192
Kuerti, Anton, 189, 230
Kyle, Gus, 286

L
Lake Bonaventure, 195

four-season playground for the 
grandchildren, 196

Lake Bonaventure house, 195
Sunday dinner with Southern fried 

chicken, 196
twelve gathered around the table, 196–97

Lake Texoma, 143
Lancerettes, 41
landed immigrants, 88
Laporte, Pierre, 187

deal was smoke and mirrors, 152
upset came at a vulnerable time in Ted and 

Lola’s lives, 152
How the Gimquat Found Her Song, 284
Howell, A.P., 135
Hubermann, Bronislaw, 229
Hucko, Peanuts, 292
Hucul, Fred and Sandy, 286
Hudson’s Bay boat, 191
Hudson’s Bay building, 91, 140
Hudson’s Bay Company, 106
human resources training, 236
Hungarian language, 45, 63, 168
Hunt, Stephen, 286
Hunter’s Creek (in Houston, Texas), 152
hurricanes, 83
Husky Oil, 227
hydraulic lift (Hawaii trip), 277

I
ice cream freezer, 1, 24, 38
ice cream solution, 146–47
Imeson, Paula, 192
Impala, 144
Imperial Oil, 85, 89
Indian Territory (later Oklahoma), 5

dry laws, 17
Indian women who could pack up teepees, 65
Indiana, 6
International Festival of Animated Objects 

(IFAO), 279
Inuit, 188
Iranian Revolution, 194
Iraq, 234
Iturbi, José, 179
“Is anyone here actually a Calgarian?,” 140, 

142
itinerant preachers, 4, 35, 60

J
Jack Singer Concert Hall, 201, 240
Jacksboro, Texas, 70–71
Jackson, Andrew, 5
Jackson, Mississippi, 79

antebellum social restrictions, 164
Old South culture, 80
segregated public schools, 80

jambalaya, 108
James, Bob, 115
James, Harry, 292
jazz, 83, 125
Jefferson, Thomas, 20
Jenkins Groceteria, 106
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marriage failure, 206. See also divorces
many young marriages didn’t survive the 

’70s, 201
National Energy Program and, 205

married names, use of, 130
Martha Cohen Theatre, 227
Matthews, Joyce, 140
Maui, Hawaii, 203, 224, 230, 274
McCullough, Eleanor (Estes), 21, 26, 30, 41, 

150
bobbed hair, 22
at University of North Texas, 29

McCullough, Mac, 150
McDonald, Sandy, 115, 118, 148
McFall, Tom, 289
McKenzie, Elizabeth, 72, 79
McKenzie, Mac, 49, 72
McKinney, Colin, 19
McKinney, Texas, 19–20, 22
McMahon Stadium, 147
McPhee, Bob, 243, 256
Medicine Hat, Alberta, 88, 113–14
Medlicott, Judy. See Forshner, Judy 

(Medlicott)
Merced, California, 169
Meredith, James, 167
Messiah, 177
Metarie, Louisiana, 21, 83
Metz, Sutton, 91
Meunier-Coquet, Patrick Henri, 221, 239
Michigan State, 151
Midland, Texas, 71

High Sky City, 72
transfer back to (1946), 79

migrant workers (oil) in Oklahoma, 47
migration of farmers into urban centres, 82
milk, bottling extra to sell to neighbours, 16
milk box, 100, 106
milk man, 100
mining and smelting, 128
Minnie Mouse Ears, 272–73
“missionary work,” 38
Mississippi Klan, 164
Missouri School of Mines and Metallurgy, 22
Missouri Valley College, 26
Mitchell, Betty, 176
Mitchell, Tom, 32
Mitchum, Robert, 127
Model T, 25
Monroe, Marilyn, 127–28, 132
Mooney, Molly, 137
moonshine, 17
Morgan, Jesse Gayle, 6
Morley, Frank, 93, 177

Las Vegas casinos, 199
lean-to in Jacksboro, Texas, 70–71
Leduc, Alberta, 85, 90, 114, 124
Leigh, Vivien, 62
Lend-Lease, 69
Libin, Beryl and Leon, 124, 146–47, 151
Library Society, 138
Lieutenant Governor’s Distinguished Artist 

Award, 273
life on a seismic crew, 44–45, 47
Lincoln, Abraham, 76
Lions Club, 138
The Listener, 284
literary tests and poll taxes, 80, 164
Little, Joe, 115
The Little Prince, 284
Little Rock, Arkansas, 167
‘Lola’s Place’ sign, 230
Lone Wolf (Kiowa Chief ), 30
Loretta Lynn, 278
Lortie, Louis, 189
Los Angeles airport, Lola’s transfer through, 

279
Lougheed, Peter

established the Heritage Trust Fund, 199
personified the new Alberta, 198
resigned as premier, 205
upped royalities on oil and gas, 199

Lougheed Building, 91
Love, Gordon, 170
Luppino, Tony, 279
Lydia Pinkham poisoning episode, 31–32
Lydia Pinkham’s Compound, 31

M
MAC 14. See Musicians and Actors Club 

(MAC 14)
MacDonald, Webster and Sheila, 170
Macleod Trail, 196
macular degeneration, 238
The Magical Forces of Nature, 284
make-work projects (during Depression), 33
‘Mammaw’ (Lola’s title), 185
Manners of the Manse (Estes), 288
Manning, Ernest, 198–99
Mannix, Fred, 198
Mannix family

loyalty to Grace Church, 178
man’s handshake, 114
manse, 10, 19, 28–29, 37
manufacturing, 58, 77–78, 82, 128
margarine, 100
marketplace, belief in, 128
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New Year’s Day
Texans in Calgary invited to Rozsa’s, 109

New Year’s Eve
Lola and Mary Lil with broken shoulders, 

268
Shell parties to celebrate, 109

Newton, Illinois, 8–9
The Newton Monitor, 9
Nickel, Sam and Olga, 170
9/11 tragedy, 234–35
Nixon, Richard

invasion of Cambodia, 186–87
Noah’s Flood, 177
NORAD planes, 190
Norman, Betty, 265
North-West Mounted Police, 135
Northrup, Jack, 70
Norway, 68
not-for-profit world, 273

could profit by using basic tools of 
business, 236

people with enormous passion for their 
causes, 235

Nova Building, 227
nuclear technology, 129

O
oak table, 1, 17, 30, 151, 288, 292

focal point of family, 9
stories passed down around, 2

Oakwood Petroleum, 200
obedience school, 171
O’Connor, Deb, 195
O’Connor, Mike, 195

motorcycle ride with Lola, 195–96
Ohio National Guard, 186
oil and gas, royalties on, 199
oil business

exploration and production side of, 152
oil business downturns. See boom and bust 

cycles
oil companies

ceasing to out-source work (1961), 148
exploration in high gear after Pearl Harbor, 

71
hogtied by corporate regulations, 116
interest in Alberta, 88
multinational oil companies, 58
second look at formerly productive fields, 

65
oil industry (Canada), 85, 89, 148

American investment, 128

bully pulpit through The Albertan, 178
entered electoral ring, 178
social justice advocate preacher, 178

Morley, Mary, 93, 178
Morris, Nannie Eleanor. See Estes, Nannie 

(Morris)
Morris family, 3
Moss, Sam, 126
Mothers’ Milk Fund, 138
motorcycles, 196
Mount Royal (Street), 108
Mount Royal University, 256
Mount Royal College Orchestra, 135
moving truck from Baton Rouge, 93, 99
moving truck from Calgary, 152
Mowat, Farley, 191
Mozart, Wolfgang Amadeus, 227
Mulligatawny soup, 237
Murphy, Trish, 192
music scholarships, 137, 141
musicals produced at the American Woman’s 

Club, 123
Musicians and Actors Club (MAC 14), 175–76
musk oxen, 191
mustard leak during move, 67
My Fair Lady (golf-related song and dance 

version), 181
Myles, Anne, 258
Myles, Terry, 231, 258, 261, 263–64

N
napalm, 171
‘naptha,’ 89
National American Woman Suffrage 

Association, 17
National Energy Program, 205
National Geographic, 139, 266
National Guard at Little Rock, Arkansas, 167
National Music Competition for the 

Performance of Canadian Music at 
Brandon University, 230

natural gas finds, 113–14
near-death visions, 269, 281–83
Netherlands, 68
new cars, 87

unavailable during war rationing, 77
New Orleans

coffee, 83
food, 82–83
fun side, 82
hurricane (1947), 83
jazz and blues clubs, 83

New Orleans Symphony, 83
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Scottish waitresses and housemaids (ready 
to babysit), 91

Symphony Ball (1966), 180
Palm Springs, condominium in, 230
Palmer, Jim, 224
pantry door

happy memories, 271–72
Papua, New Guinea, 203
parade (wheelchair, walker, doll buggy), 253
Paris Conservatoire de Musique, 229
Parker, Jon Kimura, 189
The Passion of Christ (Handel), 177
Pattinson, Ted, 115
peace-and-love demonstrations, 187
Pearl Harbor, 71, 81
penicillin, 130
penny postcard chess game, 73
peregrine falcon chicks, 191
Performing Arts Centre, 201
performing arts theatres in Calgary and 

Edmonton, 134
Peter and the Wolf, 284
Petroleum Club, 199
Philharmonic Women’s League, 138, 141
photo albums, 288
photography, 67
‘pin money,’ 24
Pinell family, 3
Pinkham, Lydia, 31
Pioneer Ranch Camp at Rocky Mountain 

House, 189–90
pioneer women (Lola’s grandmother and 

aunts)
disapproved of her dangerous trip all alone, 

75
Plukker, Henry, 135–36, 179
Poland, 49, 68
polio epidemic, 130
poll taxes and literacy requirements, 80, 164
Portman, Jamie, 176
post-war period

demand for new products like cars, 
appliances, and furniture, 82

free tuition, 130
housing shortage in urban centres, 82
people had had enough uncertainty, 113
personal income, 81

preachers’ families. See also Estes family
difficult for adolescents to leave friends, 33
frequent moves, 60
lived in a fish bowl, 10–11
painful separations for wives and families, 

8
Presbyterian church in Midland, 72

Ernest Manning’s hands-off treatment, 
198–99

Heritage Trust Fund, 199
leap into modern era, 90
Leduc, 85, 90, 114, 124
National Energy Program, 205

oil industry slumps. See boom and bust cycles
oil prices, 194, 199
oil slick migration, 2
Oilmen’s Golf Tournament at Banff Springs, 

120
Oklahoma. See also Indian Territory (later 

Oklahoma)
boom in petroleum production, 46–47
Prohibition and suffrage linked, 17
vote for women, 17

Old Rip (horny toad), 33–34
Old Rock Church, 3
Oldsmobile, 144
Olney, Texas, 42, 69, 263

One-Arm-Dove Hunt, 69–70
Olympic Games (1988), 287
Olympic Games (1988) structures, 227
One Yellow Rabbit Theatre, 268, 273
One Yellow Rabbit’s High Performance 

Rodeo, 259
OPEC, 194, 199
OPERA America, 243
Opera.ca, 243
Order of Canada, 224
osteoporosis, 275
‘other,’ fear of, 235
outhouses, 117
oven mitts for driving, 72
oxygen

Hawaii trip, 277
for Texas trip, 290–91

oxygen tanks
Ted and Lola tangled in air hoses, 266

Ozark hollers, 22
distinctive mountain speech, 25
revival meetings, 25

P
Page, Patti, 106
Page, Percy, 146
Paige, Satchel, 261
Paint Brush for Piccolo, 284
Palliser Hotel, 90, 114

Calgary Highlanders’ Debutante Ball, 146
full of American oil company kids, 92
reception for Women of Distinction 

Awards, 240
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moved into house to help care for Ted, 269
Radio and TV journalism, 149–50
Rideau Park school, 92, 123
school, 84, 103–5, 113
snake incident, 83–84
starting University of Colorado, 144
stewardess with Pan American Airlines, 

167–68
successful home business, 186
Texas trip, 291
transfer to Michigan State, 149–50
visiting Calgary with baby Howard, 172, 

185
water-skiing incident, 144

real estate market slump, 148–51
Redwater, Alberta, 85, 90
religious diversity, 188
religious prejudices, 234
“Remember Whens?,” 292
Rh negative blood type, 132
Rice, Emma, 233, 253, 272
Rice, Jim, 221–22, 233
Rice, Karen (Daugherty), 201, 233, 267, 

272–73, 281, 288
on board of Rozsa Foundation, 245
born (1969), 185
marriage to Jim Rice, 222
moved into house to help care for Ted, 269
opened Lola’s eyes to times a’changin, 221
two-year old Tristan to look after, 239

Rice, Tristan, 233, 272–73
Richmond Elementary School, 115
Rideau Park School, 92
Ritchie, Jean, 283
Ritter, Tex, 278
river dance, 286
River of No Return, 127
Rivest, Jane, 265, 267, 269
Roberts, John, 225–26
Robinson, Jim, 3
Robinson, Mr. (new vice-president of Shell 

Canada), 99
Rockies, 101, 227
Rockyview Hospital’s Emergency Room, 280
Rogers, Will, 17
Rolla, Missouri, 22–23, 26
Roosevelt, Franklin D., 33, 58, 68, 143
Rosebud Theatre, 285
Rosie the Riveter, 78
Rotary Club, 11, 224
Rouse, Lauren, 192
Route 66, 57
Royal Doulton figurines, 288
Royalite, 89

Prieur, Dr., 92
prime rib with Yorkshire pudding, 108
Prince’s Island, 286
progressive social legislation, 188
Prohibition, 16–17
public health regulations, 14
Public Works Administration, 33
publicly funded health care, 188
Pynn, Bob, 269–70

Q
Quackenbush, Max, 286
Quarrington, Paul, 256
Quebec separatism, 188

R
radiation, 238
radio

Canadian content requirements, 189
first radio, 24, 49, 71

Ragsdale, Mr. and Mrs., 39
Rankin, Linda, 192
ration stamps, 77
Rau, Sherri, 243
Rayburn, Sam, 143
Rayner, Doug, 221, 233
Rayner, Ruth Ann (Rozsa), 71–72, 75–77, 

151, 221, 239, 281
active in annual Gala and Dream Auction, 

201
alarmed at Lola’s lingering despair, 274, 

276
on board of Rozsa Foundation, 244–45
clothing for school (October in Calgary), 

104–5
conversations about Vietnam, 169
debutante ball, 145
Dentyne model, 168–69
discouraged Reed’s move to Basset Oil, 

195
divorce, 201
eggs, using up, 183–84
Elbow Park School (third grade), 103
enjoyed military life, 185, 195
equal-opportunity prevaricator, 119
golf experience, 183
instigated cousins’ reunion, 207
in Jackson, Mississippi, 80
kindergarten, 79
knew how to organize Stampede party, 

201
married Reed (American Air Force 

officer), 169
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healing balm of Hawaii breeze, 276
on hearing they would not be going back 

to Texas, 150
hip surgery, 239
home is where your heart lives, 293
honeymoon, 50
Honorary Doctor of Laws from the 

University of Calgary, 240
hosting crew parties (hearing stories, 

watching kids grow up), 125
introducing her children to classical music, 

284
involvement with music, 30, 136, 175 (See 

also church choirs)
knew she could keep on keepin’ on, 278
learned about arts community through 

Rozsa Awards, 280, 286
life would have been smaller if she had 

married the cotton farmer, 233
losing her siblings, 288
as ‘Mammaw,’ 185
met Mary Lil for American Thanksgiving 

in Italy, 203–4
miscarriages, 69, 132
mororcycle ride, 195–96
on move to Houston, 149–51
moving skills, 65, 67, 84
near-death vision, 281–82
never had new clothing as child, 23
new-town routine, 61
office help with Frontier Geophysical, 116
oxygen tank, 266, 275, 290–91
with parents in Whitesboro during Ted’s 

temporary posting, 79
played one of the Andrews Sisters, 181
post-partum difficulties after Mary Lillian, 

132
pregnancy, 69, 123, 125
president of ladies golf section of the 

Country Club, 194
president of Women’s League of the 

Philharmonic, 180
proposal from Ted, 44–45
proud of Mary Lil’s Arctic trip, 192
reaction to Karen’s living with Jim, 222
recital (Smoke Gets in Your Eyes), 175
relationship with Charlie (boyfriend), 

40–42
repaired bells for Grace Church, 177
required to leave Trinity to help Eleanor, 

41
resistance to Ted’s ALS diagnosis, 264–65
return to Calgary after Houston, 164
on return to Calgary after Houston, 152

royalties on oil and gas, 199
Rozsa, Charles, 221, 223, 257
Rozsa, Evan, 234, 261
Rozsa, John, 45, 49, 63
Rozsa, Lela, 45, 49
Rozsa, Lola May (Estes), 1, 70, 275. See also 

Rozsa, Ted and Lola
acting debut, 24
in ambulances and emergency rooms (in 

10th decade), 280
attempt to heal at home, 280–81
balloon / teeth incident, 273
became a grandmother, 185
as Big Mama, 176
birth (in hospital), 11
broken hip, 238
broken ribs, 281
broken shoulder, 268
Cajun cooking, 82–83
cancer, 237–38
church and choir in Jackson, 80
on civic committee to renovate City Hall, 

206
cleaning houses in Winters, 37
college, 35
confidence in great-grandchildren’s 

generation, 235
COPD, 266
decision to write their story, 294
as dialogue coach, 175
difficulty explaining slavery to fifteen 

-year-old raised in Canada, 167
epiphany, 294
fall, injuring her back, 254
feeling at home in Calgary after ten years, 

146
feeling of sinking roots in Jackson, 81
fell on tailbone, 72
on first move to Calgary, 86, 91, 93, 113, 

150
fondness for family (not trying to wean 

herself ), 61, 112
getting her house in order, 288, 290
go-to big sister in matters of emotional 

crisis, 146
golf, 133–34, 182, 192–94
on gossip about mayor Klein, 206
grandmother and elderly aunts upset at her 

traveling alone, 75
greeted Marilyn Monroe, 127
grief after Ted’s death, 271, 274
happy memories, 272
Hawaii trip with Ruth Ann, Mary Lil and 

Cristina, 275–78



Index

321

Rozsa, Ted, 44
agnostic, but friendship with deeply 

spiritual Bob Pynn, 270
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, 261, 264, 

266–69
Basset Oil, 185, 200
on board of Philharmonic, 180
Canadian Society of Exploration 

Geophysicists, 114
Canadian Society of Exploration 

Geophysicists gold medal, 224
chess player, 73
chief geophysicist in New Orleans office, 

81
considered himself the luckiest man, 270
curiosity about new technology, 149
death, 269
departure from Shell, 114
director of board of Glenbow Museum, 

202
eclectic intellectual curiosity and strong 

work ethic, 64
Edmund C. Bovey Award, 237, 241
educational trust fund for grandchildren’s 

education, 222
Errol Flynn look, 44, 46
essential industry (oil) during World War 

II, 62
family’s belief in education and hard work, 

63
farm just south of town, 200
on first board of directors of Canyon 

Meadows golf club, 126
flying lessons, 67
foresight and entrepreneurial nature, 233
Frontier Geophysical, 111–17, 119, 148
funeral service, 270
going strong at 75, 224
golf, 67, 72, 120, 126–27, 133, 182–83, 

231, 237
happy hooker nickname, 124
hearing loss, 230–31, 237, 258
Honorary Doctorate of Engineering from 

Michigan Tech, 224
Honorary Doctorate of Laws from the 

University of Calgary, 224
instructions for immigrating to Canada, 87
Integrity Award from Rotary Club of 

Calgary, 224
interest in music, 83, 120
life-long passion for classical music, 136, 

241
Lola’s parents and, 46, 48
long, long hours, 93, 109, 116

reunion with the Estes at lake Texoma, 143
role in Showboat, 175
saw mother and Ann in Olney, 69, 71
school in Rolla, 23–24
school ( junior and senior high school in 

Denton), 30
singing in church choir, 80, 93, 136, 164, 

176, 178
Southern accent, 194
sponsored CPO annual children’s concerts, 

283
telephone calls to extended family, 285
telephone conversations with siblings 

during ’80s, 207
transition process (moving), 65
at Trinity University in Waxhachie, 38–42
trip back to Texas with Ruth Ann, Mary 

Lil and Royal Doulton figurines, 288
trip to Australia and Papua, New Guinea 

with Mary Lil, 203
trip to Texas (last) with family for 

American Thanksgiving, 288–90
trip with Ruthie to University of 

Colorado, 144–45
trips to Texas with kids, 119, 143–44, 146
vice-president and president of Alberta 

Ladies Golf Association, 193
vice-president of Calgary Ladies Golf 

Association, 192
visits to Ruth Ann in exotic places, 203
volunteering in Calgary, 108
wedding, 48–49
wheelchair makes her accessible to 

children, 284
widely spaced children, 133
women of her generation, 124, 128–29
work in dry goods store in Whitesboro, 48
work with American Woman’s Club, 120
world began coming to her, 287
world grew smaller with age, 285–86
YWCA’s Woman of Distinction Award, 

238–40
Rozsa, Mary Lilian. See Rozsa de Coquet, 

Mary
Rozsa, Ruth Ann. See Rayner, Ruth Ann 

(Rozsa)
Rozsa, Ruthie. See Rayner, Ruth Ann 

(Rozsa)
Rozsa, Sandy, 195
Rozsa, Satchel, 261
Rozsa, Scott, 186, 234
Rozsa, Sidney. See Rozsa, Theodore Sidney 

(Sidney)
Rozsa, Stacy, 186
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car trip to Calgary, 88
caregivers, 254, 264
close friendships in Calgary, 146
directors on boards of different arts 

organizations, 236
five grandchildren in seven years, 186
golf together (as Mary Lil grew up), 178
great-grandchildren, 233–34, 261
hired driver, 253
Houston failure – difficult for both, 152–

53, 163–64
It’ll just be a year (Calgary), 85–86, 110, 

112
Jacksboro, Texas, 70–71
knew what life was like for seismic crews, 

117
life partners who weathered boom and bust 

cycles, 206
life was very, very good, 132
matching cowboy shirts with Texas roses, 

200
move back to Mount Royal/Elbow Park 

enclave, 123
move to Houston, 149, 151
odd couple (good team), 272
place in Maui, 203
privilege of a charmed life, 294
retired from hands-on role with the 

foundation, 244
sightseeing trips, 203
in Stroud, Oklahoma, 57–60
to Vandalia, Illinois, 75

Rozsa, Theodore Sidney (Sidney), 80, 90–91, 
103, 200, 274, 281

children, Scott, T.J., and Stacy, 186
in Conroe for grade nine, 150, 164
decision to join Basset Oil, 195, 197
draft, 169, 174
dreadful time in his life, 267–68
first grade at Elbow Park school, 123
first grandchild, Evan, 234
football, 165, 183
friends killed in Vietnam, 173
golf, 183
junior high, 144, 146, 150
left Rozsa Petroleum, 221
marriage to Sandy, 186
Michigan State, 171, 186
moved back to Calgary, 257
pneumonia (at Palliser), 92
racism experience in Conroe, 165
racism issue in Calgary, 167
sprinkler in living room story, 104

Michigan Tech, 45–46, 63–64
near-death experience, 269
new Buick, 87
ninetieth birthday party, 257–58
obsessive lawn-mowing, hedge trimming, 

125–26
office at the house, 115
office in basement, 154, 179
Officer of the Order of Canada, 224
operation for bleed on his brain, 231
philanthropy a model for others, 202
photography, 67
plans for transportable trailer for office and 

sleeping, 107
pride at Lola’s Women of Distinction 

Award, 240
recorded data (height on pantry door), 

271–72
on return to Calgary after Houston, 152, 

154
Rozsa Oils, 163, 179
Rozsa Petroleum, 203, 233
rumpus room painting, 125
salary in Stroud, 60
seminar (with Lola) on officiating at golf 

tournaments, 182
on Shell seismic crew, 47, 67, 71, 75
skating, 103, 106
skiing with kids at Sunshine, 125
starting own company, 111 (See also 

Frontier Geophysical)
support for Calgary Philharmonic 

Orchestra, 135–36, 201–2
textbook for seismic crews, 118
“this guy doesn’t pay much” story, 126
unofficial host to visitors from Shell’s head 

office, 82
wedding, 45, 49
weekend brunch with golfing buddies 

(kept abreast of oil patch and other 
news), 237

wheelchair due to stumbling, 258
work ethic, 45, 64
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