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The East ern Arct ic Pat rol, t he Royal
Canadian Mount ed Police, and O t her
Government Act ivi t ies, 1922–39

The background of the institution of an annual patrol voyage in the eastern Arctic after the First
World War has already been provided in chapter 10. To recapitulate briefly, it involved a combination of circumstances and events which developed after the war, including Vilhjalmur Stefansson’s
campaign for more activity in the North; the unwillingness of Knud Rasmussen to acknowledge
Canadian authority in Ellesmere Island and the Danish government’s apparent support of his
stand; the fear of Danish, American, and Norwegian infiltrations and claims in the Arctic islands;
information emerging from the Reindeer-Muskox Commission’s investigation and report; and a
growing feeling in official circles that it had become absolutely essential to take steps to establish
Canada’s authority and sovereignty in these outlying territories. In this atmosphere of stress and
worry, consideration was at first given to a plan that involved sending an emergency expedition to
the northern islands in the autumn of 1920.
This plan was soon abandoned as impractical, and subsequent efforts concentrated on preparing an expedition for the summer of 1921. John Davidson Craig of the Dominion Lands Surveys
and the International Boundary Commission was given overall command of the planning and
of the expedition itself. Captain H. C. Pickels of Mahone Bay, Nova Scotia, was appointed ship’s
captain; the CGS Arctic, which for several years had been in the lightship service in the lower St.
Lawrence River, was transferred from the Department of Marine and Fisheries to the Department
of the Interior, and negotiations were carried on with Vilhjalmur Stefansson, who wanted to command the expedition. Doubts and disagreements in official circles about Stefansson and his role,
coupled with the entry of English explorer Sir Ernest Shackleton as a rival to Stefansson, led the
Canadian government to drop its plans for a 1921 expedition in May of that year. The work of repairing and outfitting the Arctic continued at a slower pace, but Captain Pickels, who had immediate charge of this work, died on 1 October 1921, and the ship was left in winter quarters at Quebec
until June 1922. This was approximately the situation when the Northwest Territories and Yukon
Branch of the Department of the Interior received instructions on 9 June 1922 to prepare as quickly
as possible for an Arctic voyage, which Ottawa officials had decided upon for that summer.

341

342

Figure 15-1: CGS Arctic near Port Burwell, Quebec. George R. Lancefield / Library and
Archives Canada / PA-096482.

The Eastern Arc tic Patrol
(1922)
The lateness of the decision to send out the expedition, and the shortness of the navigation
season in northern waters, made it necessary
to complete preparations in a hurry. John Craig
documented the bustle and confusion that occurred between 9 June and the date of sailing.1
Captain Joseph-Elzéar Bernier, who had already
offered his services,2 was appointed in June to
succeed Captain Pickels as ship’s captain, thus
reuniting this seventy-year-old veteran and the

ship he had already commanded on four northern expeditions. A total of 950 tons of cargo
were loaded in great haste, including 500 tons
of coal for the ship and 150 for the police posts
that were to be built, 225 tons of lumber for the
police buildings, and 75 tons of food and other
supplies. The expedition totalled forty-three
men, including Craig, Bernier, and the crew of
five officers and twenty men; the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) detachment of
Inspector C. E. Wilcox and nine others; and six
additional members with scientific, technical,
and administrative responsibilities. The last
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group comprised the expedition’s medical officer Dr. Leslie D. Livingstone, the Air Board’s
representative Major Robert A. Logan, the
surveyor and meteorologist L. O. Brown, the
assistant surveyor T. P. Reilly, the cinematographer G. H. Valiquette, and the commanding
officer’s secretary W. H. Grant. Plans to send a
larger and more varied group of scientists were
abandoned, mainly because they would have
little time ashore to do their work.
After five weeks of “feverish activity,” all
was ready aboard the Arctic on the evening of
17 July, “the engines turned over under their
own steam for the first time in several years,”3
and the expedition sailed early the next morning. Some minor engine problems caused
short delays, but after these were overcome, the
ship passed through the Strait of Belle Isle and
northwards along the Greenland coast without much difficulty. It reached Bylot Island on
15 August, but ice prevented landing at Pond
Inlet as anticipated to establish a police post
there, so the expedition proceeded north to
Ellesmere Island. Sverdrup’s Fram Fiord on the
south coast had been tentatively selected as the
site of the police post on Ellesmere, but the approaches were still completely blocked by ice,
and a small harbour close to King Edward VII
Point at the extreme southeastern tip of the island was chosen instead. Eight days of “feverish haste and almost unceasing work” followed
at Craig Harbour, as the place was christened,
unloading two years’ equipment and supplies
for the police and getting their buildings sufficiently advanced so that they could safely be
left behind. Plane table and photographic surveys were made of the area; observations for
latitude, longitude, and azimuth were taken;
and a bronze tablet marked “Canada, N.W.T.
1” was set in solid rock, “signifying the first
tablet set in Franklin District under the direction of the North West Territories Branch” of

the Department of the Interior. Major Logan
succeeded in finding a suitable site for an air
landing strip on the opposite side of the valley.
With freeze-up already starting, the Arctic departed on 29 August, leaving behind Inspector Wilcox, six of the RCMP constables, and a
family of Pond Inlet Inuit who had agreed to
accompany the Mounties and stay with them
for one year.
On the way south, the expedition stopped
to examine Dundas Harbour, near Cape Warrender and the southeastern extremity of Devon
Island, to ascertain its suitability as the site for
another police post in the future. The harbour
was large and almost completely landlocked,
with a sheltered spot suitable for a post at one
side, not far from a good anchorage. Returning
to Pond Inlet on 6 September, the men discovered that the harbour was still blocked by ice;
however, the ship got close enough to land the
supplies and equipment for the second RCMP
post that the expedition established. The ship
made contact with Staff Sergeant Alfred Herbert Joy of the RCMP, who had come to Pond
Inlet in September 1921 to investigate the murder of a white trader named Robert Janes, the
second officer on Bernier’s 1910–11 expedition.
Joy, who had been living at the recently established Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC) post, was
to be left in charge of the new RCMP post with
the three remaining members of the RCMP (a
corporal and two constables) assigned to serve
with him.4 As at Craig Harbour, a bronze tablet, No. 2, was set in a large boulder as a survey
marker, but a shortage of time meant that only
preliminary survey work was accomplished.
As the HBC was already located here and there
were local Inuit to provide any needed help, it
was not considered necessary to stay any longer than was required to complete unloading,
and the Arctic left on 7 September. It made a
call at Godhavn, Greenland, on the way home,
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Figure 15-2:
Inuit with
members
of the CGS
Arctic
expedition,
1922. William
H. Grant /
Library and
Archives
Canada /
e002282921.
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permission to land having been obtained previously by Inspector Wilcox.5 The Canadians
showed no inclination to try to ignore or circumvent formalities and regulations in Greenland, as they suspected the Danes themselves
had done in Ellesmere. After an uneventful trip
south, the Arctic arrived back at Quebec on 2
October.
The main accomplishment of the expedition was the establishment of Craig Harbour
and Pond Inlet, each of which was to serve
triple duty as RCMP post, post office, and customs house. Craig summarized this and the
other achievements of the expedition in his
published report.6 He observed that the Janes
murder case, the presence of traders, and the
entry almost every season of expeditions from
outside warranted the maintenance of RCMP
posts, and he already envisaged the establishment of several others. In a brief report, Major
Logan gave details about the potential landing fields he had found at Craig Harbour and
Pond Inlet, as well as general flying conditions
in the Arctic. He advised that use of airplanes

in the region should be feasible during most
of the year (employing wheels in summer and
skis in winter) and that conditions were also
favourable for other work connected with flying, such as wireless and photography. He also
recommended that Canada should establish an
experimental air station at some central point
in the archipelago and maintain it throughout
the year as an observation post.7

The Eastern Arc tic Patrol
(1923)
The Canadian government made plans to send
two ships on the 1923 patrol: Arctic and another vessel which was to be obtained in England and renamed Franklin. Captain Bernier
went to England to take over the command
of the new vessel, leaving L. D. Morin as captain of Arctic, but delays in finishing repairs to
Franklin nullified the plan. Thus, Arctic went
north unaccompanied in 1923, again with
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Figure 15-3: Eastern Arctic Patrols, 1922–24. Andrew Taylor, Geographical Discovery and
Exploration in the Queen Elizabeth Islands (Ottawa: Department of Mines and Technical
Surveys, 1964), 125. By permission of Natural Resources Canada.

Bernier as ship’s captain and J. D. Craig as
expedition commander. The expedition’s principal purpose was to establish one or two new
RCMP posts, but there was some uncertainty
as to where these should be. Officials had decided that one should be established at or near
Cape Sabine in the southern part of Kane Basin
if weather and ice conditions permitted. The
sovereignty aspect was uppermost in the selection of this site, and also in some officials’ preference for Dundas Harbour as the site for the
second post in Cumberland Sound, to maintain surveillance over Inuit and traders there.8
Arctic departed from Quebec on 9 July. Besides Craig and his personal secretary, Bernier

and the ship’s officers and crew, and the RCMP
relief force of two constables, Arctic carried a
considerably larger group of scientific, technical, and other officials than the year before.
These included the medical officer Dr. Livingstone, the surveyor Frank D. Henderson, the
naturalist J. Dewey Soper from the Victoria
Memorial Museum, a hydrographer from the
Department of Marine and Fisheries, the engineer Major Lachlin Taylor Burwash from
the Northwest Territories and Yukon Branch,
the wireless operator William George Earl,
and a cinematographer. There was also a fiveman court, which was to try the Inuit accused
of murdering the trader Janes and which
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comprised the stipendiary magistrate LouisAlfred-Adhémar Rivet, prosecuting attorney
Adrien Falardeau, attorney for the defence
Leopold Tellier, registrar François Biron, and
interpreter William (Sivutiksaq) Duval.9 The
ship called at Godhavn to pick up some dogs
and kamiks (native boots), which had been
ordered the year before for the RCMP serving
in the North. As soon as Craig landed, he was
approached by an officer of the Royal Danish
Navy inspection ship Islands Falk with a “polite
but firm request” for papers showing the right
to land in Greenland. This requirement had
been foreseen and provided for, and the documents presented “satisfied the officer fully.”10
The ship reached Craig Harbour on 5
August, and all RCMP and Inuit there came
aboard to help set up the new post at Cape Sabine. MacMillan and his expedition were found
at Etah, and through him arrangements were
made with the two Inuit families remaining at
Etah who agreed to accompany the Canadian
police and stay with them. Thick ice made it
impossible to get to Cape Sabine, however, so
the police, Inuit, and supplies that had been
destined for the projected new post were all
landed at Craig Harbour. During the short
stay there, the new “post office” was officially
opened, and wireless operator Earl was able to
set up equipment and receive messages broadcast in code from Europe. A short exploratory
trip was made along the south coast of Ellesmere, a call was made at Dundas Harbour
where Inspector Wilcox selected a site for a future police post, and a memorial ceremony was
performed on Beechey Island at the Franklin
cenotaph. At Pond Inlet, a formal trial was conducted of the three Inuit charged with the 1920
murder of Janes. One Inuk was found guilty of
manslaughter and sentenced to ten years’ imprisonment in Stony Mountain Penitentiary,
the second was found guilty but with clemency

recommended and sentenced to two years’
close confinement at Pond Inlet, and the third
was found not guilty and set free.11
The expedition left Pond Inlet on 3 September and made the last major stop at Pangnirtung in Cumberland Sound, where officials
finally decided to establish the new RCMP
post. All hands helped with the construction,
and by the time the expedition departed on
22 September, the buildings for the RCMP detachment under Inspector Wilcox, who was to
spend the winter there, were almost completed.
By 4 October, Arctic was back at Quebec. Subsidiary results of the expedition were Henderson’s completion of surveys for the police posts
at Craig Harbour, Dundas Harbour, Pond Inlet, and Pangnirtung, and for HBC posts at
Cape Strathcona, Pond Inlet, and Pangnirtung;
other results were Dr. Livingstone’s medical
examinations of Inuit, especially at Pond Inlet
and Pangnirtung.12

The Eastern Arc tic Patrol
(192 4)
For 1924, plans were again made to send two
ships to the north, but once again these plans
had to be cancelled and only Arctic was used.
Craig was unable to go, so the command fell to
Frank Henderson, who had been surveyor on
the 1923 patrol. Bernier was the ship’s captain
once again, and the ship’s company included
the officers and crew, scientific and technical
personnel, and six RCMP who were to relieve
others and man a new post. One of the technicians was Richard Sterling Finnie, son of
the director of the Northwest Territories and
Yukon Branch, who served as assistant wireless operator. Extra quantities of food, supplies,
and building materials caused the ship to be
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Figure 15-4: Inspector C. E. Wilcox, RCMP, and Inuit, Kekerten Island, NWT, 1924. L.T. Burwash
/ Library and Archives Canada / e002344291.

overloaded, and a fatal accident was narrowly
avoided in a storm north of the Strait of Belle
Isle when it was found necessary to jettison the
deck load of coal and lumber.
Calls were made at Blacklead Island and
then at Pangnirtung, where the naturalist J. D.
Soper left the expedition to carry on a one-year
study of plant and animal life around Cumberland Gulf. After a stop at Godhavn, Arctic proceeded to Pond Inlet and then to Craig
Harbour, where it was discovered that the main
building erected in 1922 had burned down
during the winter. All personnel were removed
from Craig Harbour and taken to Fram Havn
near Cape Sabine, where a new police post was
to be established. The Inuit families who had
come with the expedition to assist and remain
with the police refused to stay, however, so
only a supply post (christened Kane Basin) was
erected, and all police and Inuit intended for
the new post were taken back and left at Craig
Harbour. (The police at Craig Harbour planned
to make a patrol to the Kane Basin supply post

and occupy it for part of the year.) On the return trip, the ship made a ten-day stop from 17
to 26 August at Dundas Harbour to construct
buildings for the new post “Dundas,” which
was formally opened just before Arctic departed. Three RCMP members were left to occupy
it. Other stops were made at Pond Inlet (28
August), Clyde (6 September), and Home Bay
(7 September), after which Arctic proceeded
without interruption to Quebec, arriving on 24
September.13

The Eastern Arc tic Patrol
(1925)
The expedition of 1925 was under the command of George Patton MacKenzie, who had
been Gold Commissioner of the Yukon before
his appointment. Again the ship’s company included scientific and technical personnel and
several RCMP members who were going north
as replacements, this having become a regular
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feature of the cruise and one continued thereafter. Also on board the Arctic was the Inuk
who had been sentenced in 1923 to a prison
term in Stony Mountain Penitentiary and who,
because of ill health, was now being returned
on parole to his home at Pond Inlet. (He died in
December 1925.)
As in 1924, the ship was heavily loaded and
got into difficulties in the stormy Atlantic waters north of the Strait of Belle Isle. Heavy ice
frustrated an attempt to call at Pangnirtung,
and twenty days were lost first trying to get
through it and then trying to escape from it. After a short stop at Godhavn, Arctic proceeded to
Etah, where it made contact with Bowdoin and
Peary of MacMillan’s Arctic expedition (see
chapter 14). The meeting was cordial, but MacMillan’s activities in the Arctic Archipelago had
been a matter of concern to the Canadian government for some time, and MacKenzie took
up with the American leaders the question of
Lieutenant Commander Byrd’s airplane flights
over Ellesmere Island and whether permits had
been obtained for such flights. Byrd passed on
to Mackenzie the alleged statement by MacMillan that permits had been secured, but it
was later established that they had not.14 The
next stop was the Kane Basin subpost, where
the expedition found a record saying that Corporal T. R. Michelson had visited the post on
24 April 1925 while on patrol from Craig Harbour. Although the expedition had intended
to establish a post still farther north at Bache
Peninsula, the lateness of the season, shortage
of coal, and the leaky condition of Arctic compelled it to abandon the idea. After restocking
the storehouse at Kane Basin and leaving other
supplies at nearby Fram Havn, the expedition
proceeded south to Craig Harbour. Here the
work of unloading supplies was completed as
quickly as possible, Staff Sergeant Joy was left
in charge, the two Inuit families obtained at

Etah for the planned Bache Peninsula post remained with the RCMP, and the Inuit families
already at Craig Harbour were taken aboard to
be transferred to Dundas Harbour. The ship
made hasty calls at Dundas Harbour, Pond Inlet, Albert Harbour, and Pangnirtung, and the
expedition arrived back at Quebec somewhat
later than usual on 10 October.15
This was the last cruise of the famous old
Arctic, which became the property of ship
breakers and was left to become a hulk.16 It was
also Captain Bernier’s last voyage to the northern islands.17

The Eastern Arc tic Patrol
(1926)
The Canadian government now decided that a
larger and faster ship than the Arctic was necessary to handle the increasing cargoes and
growing responsibilities of the annual summer
patrol. For the 1926 voyage, the government
chartered the SS Beothic, a 2,700-ton, 10-knot
steel ship owned by the Job’s Sealfishery Company of St. John’s, Newfoundland. Under the
terms of the charter, the owners provided the
ship’s captain, Enoch Falk, and the officers
and crew (with the exception of Captain L. D.
Morin, who had formerly been first officer on
the Arctic and was taken as pilot because of his
knowledge of northern waters). George Mackenzie was again the officer in charge, and the
ship’s company totalled forty-two, including
the expedition’s physician Dr. Livingstone, Dr.
Lud Weeks and Dr. Maurice Fall Haycock of
the Geological Survey, and Corporal H. P. Friel
and seven constables of the RCMP.
Leaving North Sydney, Nova Scotia, on 15
July, the expedition called in turn at Godhavn,
Pond Inlet, Dundas, Craig Harbour, and Etah.
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largely to radio operator S. J. Mead, the ship
was in daily contact with Ottawa throughout
the voyage. Beothic arrived back at North Sydney on 29 August.18

The Eastern Arc tic Patrol
(1927)

Figure 15-5: Inuit on SS Beothic at Pond
Inlet (Mittimatalik/Tununiq), 1926. Richard
S. Finnie / Library and Archives Canada /
PA-207912.

At Fram Havn, it picked up the goods left the
year before and, after the expedition had succeeded in crossing Buchanan Bay, the expedition members established an RCMP post at
Bache Peninsula in accordance with the plan
that had to be abandoned in 1925. Staff Sergeant Joy was left in charge of the new post,
with two constables and three Inuit families.
On the return voyage, Beothic made calls in
succession at Etah, Dundas, Arctic Bay, Pond
Inlet, Clyde River, and Pangnirtung. Weeks
and Haycock were left at Pangnirtung to carry
on geological investigations, and Livingstone
also remained there to investigate the health
and living conditions of local Inuit. Thanks

The expedition left North Sydney in Beothic on
16 July 1927, again with MacKenzie in charge.
Among the ship’s company were Dr. Frederick
Banting of the University of Toronto, the artist A. Y. Jackson, and Inspector C. E. Wilcox
and seven other RCMP members. Calls were
made in succession at Godhavn, Dundas Harbour, Craig Harbour, Etah, Fram Havn, Bache
Peninsula, Craig Harbour, Dundas Harbour,
Beechey Island, Port Leopold, Arctic Bay, Pond
Inlet, River Clyde, Pangnirtung, Lake Harbour,
Wakeham Bay, and Port Burwell, and Beothic
arrived back at North Sydney on 5 September.
Drs. Weeks, Haycock, and Livingstone, who
had been left at Pangnirtung the year before,
all returned with the expedition, while Inspector Wilcox remained at Pond Inlet. The patrol,
which was routine in most respects, was stated in the annual report of the Department of
the Interior to have “fully accomplished” its
purposes.19 It did not, however, succeed in getting farther west than Beechey Island and Port
Leopold in the planned reconnaissance west of
Lancaster Sound.

The Eastern Arc tic Patrol
(1928)
Again Beothic was used for the patrol, its company totalling forty-eight, including MacKenzie in command, thirty-four officers and
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crew under Captain Falk, medical officer Dr.
Livingstone, moving picture operator and
commander’s secretary R. S. Finnie, assistant
secretary R. T. Bowman, and Inspector Joy
and eight other RCMP members. Dr. Rudolph
Martin Anderson, Chief of the Biological Division, Department of Mines, also accompanied
the expedition. Leaving North Sydney on 19
July, Beothic proceeded in turn to Godhavn,
Pond Inlet, Dundas Harbour, Fram Havn, the
Greenland settlement of Nerke, Craig Harbour, Cape Sparbo, Dundas Harbour, Beechey
Island, Pond Inlet, River Clyde, Pangnirtung,
Lake Harbour, Port Burwell, and then back to
North Sydney, arriving on 2 September. The
Greenland Inuit who had been with the RCMP
at Dundas Harbour were left at Nerke; a supply base was established at Beechey Island for
Inspector Joy, who was making his headquarters for the coming year at Dundas Harbour
and expected to go on a long patrol westwards;
and a residence was built at Pangnirtung for
Dr. Livingstone, who remained to establish his
headquarters there.20

The Eastern Arc tic Patrol
(1929)
Beothic departed from North Sydney on 20 July
1929, under the command of G. P. Mackenzie. The ship’s company of forty-four included
thirty-six officers and crew, with Captain Falk
as a master and Captain L. D. Morin as ice pilot, medical officer Dr. Hugh Stuart, ornithologist Percy Algernon Taverner, secretary R. S.
Finnie, and four RCMP constables. Calls were
made at Godhavn, Dundas Harbour, Cape
Sparbo, Craig Harbour, Fram Havn, Etah, the
Nerke settlement, Dundas Harbour again, Pond
Inlet, River Clyde, Pangnirtung, Lake Harbour,

Chesterfield Inlet, Coats Island, Resolution Island, and Port Burwell, in that order, before returning to North Sydney, the home port being
reached on 3 September. At Fram Havn, the
expedition met the Backe Peninsula detachment and also Inspector Joy, who had recently
completed a long patrol from Dundas Harbour
to Melville Island and back to Bache Peninsula.
The German scientist Dr. Hans Krüger and his
assistant Åge Rose Bjare, who were on their way
to northwestern Greenland, were picked up at
Godhavn and taken to the Nerke settlement.
Dr. Stuart was left at Pangnirtung to replace
Dr. Livingstone as health officer. Contact was
made with SS Armore and SS Sambro at Resolution Island, where the Marine Department was
setting up a direction finding station.21

The Eastern Arc tic Patrol
(1930)
The patrol was again carried out by Beothic
under MacKenzie’s command. The ship’s company totalled fifty-six, including thirty-five officers and crew members and twenty-one other
personnel. Among the latter were the ship’s
doctor D. S. Bruce, the Canadian artists Lawren
Harris and A. Y. Jackson, the Danish scientist
Dr. Morten Porsild and his little granddaughter, and three American scientists, as well as ten
constables and Inspector Joy of the RCMP. The
itinerary included Godhavn, Alexander Haven
and Cape Rutherford near Bache Peninsula,
Dundas Harbour, Cornwallis Island, Bathurst
Island, Pond Inlet, River Clyde, Pangnirtung,
Lake Harbour, Chesterfield Inlet, Coats Island,
and Port Burwell. The expedition was later
than usual this year, departing from North
Sydney on 31 July and returning on 27 September. Heavy ice conditions in Kane Basin made it
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necessary to land the Bache Peninsula supplies
at Cape Rutherford rather than at the police
post, and similar conditions in Viscount Melville Sound compelled abandonment of a plan
to reach Melville Island. Dr. Stuart was picked
up at Pond Inlet, having made a patrol of this
point from Pangnirtung the previous winter,
and taken back to his post; Dr. Bruce replaced
Dr. Livingstone as medical officer at Chesterfield Inlet; and Dr. Livingstone returned to
North Sydney with the ship. Building materials
and equipment were taken to Pangnirtung for
the construction of a hospital there.22

The Eastern Arc tic Patrol
(1931)
Under a reorganization of the Department
of the Interior, arising out of the transfer of
natural resources to the Prairie provinces in
1930, the administration of the Northwest
Territories and Yukon (including the Eastern
Arctic Patrol) became the responsibility of
the Dominion Lands Administration. For the
patrol in 1931, Beothic was chartered as usual,
with Captain Falk serving as master as he had
done on previous voyages of this ship, but with
L. T. Burwash as expedition commander. Besides the usual complement of ship’s officers,
crew, and RCMP replacements, Beothic carried the medical officer Dr. Livingstone, the
American physician and medical researcher
Dr. Peter Heinbecker, and two representatives
of Canadian newspapers. Leaving North Sydney on 30 July, the expedition called in turn
at Godhavn, Fram Havn, Bache Peninsula,
Fram Havn, Robertson Bay and Thule (Greenland), Craig Harbour, Cape Sparbo, Dundas
Harbour, Pond Inlet, Dundas Harbour, Pond
Inlet, River Clyde, Pangnirtung, Cape Hopes

Advance, Lake Harbour, Chesterfield Inlet, and
Port Burwell, and it was back at North Sydney
by 17 September. At Fram Havn, the expedition
members learned that Krüger and Bjare, who
had left Bache Peninsula on their expedition
westwards about seventeen months earlier, had
not been heard from. Burwash thus cancelled a
projected move of the Bache Peninsula detachment to Craig Harbour and arranged search
expeditions and other emergency measures. As
the itinerary indicates, short additional trips
were made for various unscheduled purposes.
At Pangnirtung, where the new hospital had
just been completed, Dr. Livingstone replaced
Dr. Stuart, who went back south with the ship.
Beothic rendezvoused with CGS N. B. McLean
east of Nottingham Island and transferred
some passengers and mail.23

The Eastern Arc tic Patrol
(1932)
Several important changes were instituted for
the patrol of 1932. To save money, the government entered into a contract with the HBC for
joint use of SS Ungava, which would not only
carry out its annual supply voyage to company
posts but would carry the Eastern Arctic Patrol as well.24 The HBC chartered Ungava, the
2,000-ton sister ship of the Beothic, from Job’s
Sealfishery Company. The new officer in charge
of the expedition was Major David Livingstone
McKeand, Secretary of the Northwest Territories Council of the Department of the Interior,
who received his appointment and commission
on 12 May 1932. Other orders in council appointed him a Justice of the Peace in and for
the Northwest Territories and authorized him
to receive applications during the expedition
for aliens wishing to be naturalized.25
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The ship’s company of sixty-three included
Captain Thomas Farrar Smellie and the crew
of thirty-five, Inspector T. V. Sandys-Wunsch
and twelve other RCMP members, medical
officer Dr. J. S. Douglas, veterinarian Dr. J. R.
West, secretary and historian Garnet A. Woonton, and several others including two HBC officials. The route followed was longer than in
earlier years, mainly because of the need to call
at HBC posts in Hudson Bay. Leaving Montreal on 9 July, the Ungava proceeded in turn to
Cartwright, Port Burwell, Lake Harbour, Wakeham Bay, Sugluk West, Wolstenholme, Cape
Smith, Port Harrison, Southampton Island,
Wolstenholme, Dorset, Lake Harbour, Port
Burwell, Pangnirtung, River Clyde, Pond Inlet,
Kane Basin, Craig Harbour, Dundas Harbour,
Pond Inlet, Godhavn, and Port Burwell, ending
the cruise at St. John’s, Newfoundland, on 16
September. As the itinerary shows, the ship visited some posts a second and even a third time.
Bad ice conditions defeated an attempt to call
at Bache Peninsula, the only post not reached.
This was an unfortunate failure, given the government’s intention to transfer the personnel
at this post to Craig Harbour. At Godhavn,
the expedition learned that a Greenland party
had visited Bache Peninsula in early spring and
found the police in good health. Neither the
police nor the Greenlanders had been able to
find any trace of Krüger, Bjare, or Akqioq (the
Polar Inuk who joined them on the expedition),
and officials now concluded that there was little
possibility of their safe return.26

The Eastern Arc tic Patrol
(1933)
For the year 1933, further significant changes
were made in the patrol, which was steadily

becoming larger because of the increasing scope
of the responsibilities assumed. The Canadian
government again made a contract with the
HBC for joint use of the ship that the company was using for its own patrol, in this case
SS Nascopie, a vessel specially designed for use
in Arctic waters (and generally superior to Ungava). The larger party aboard the ship reflected
the increasing scale of the work undertaken
and included, besides the ship’s captain and
crew, the commanding officer D. L. McKeand,
assistant officer in charge W. C. Bethune, medical officer Dr. Jon Bildfell, geologist Dr. Henry
C. Gunning, botanist Dr. Oscar Malte, meteorologist William Edgar Knowles Middleton,
parasitologist Dr. Ivan W. Parnell, secretary
and historian A. P. Norton, and Inspector T. V.
Sandys-Wunsch and four other RCMP members. The Nascopie sailed from Montreal on 8
July and returned to St. John’s, Newfoundland,
on 27 September; in between these dates, the
itinerary included successive calls at Cartwright, Port Burwell, Lake Harbour, Wakeham
Bay, Sugluk, Wolstenholme, Cape Smith, Port
Harrison, Charlton Island, Churchill, Southampton Island, Wolstenholme, Cape Dorset,
Lake Harbour, Port Burwell, Dundas Harbour,
Craig Harbour, Robertson Bay, Pond Inlet,
River Clyde, Pangnirtung, Port Burwell, and
Cartwright.
During the expedition, as much scientific work as time permitted was carried on, although botanical research was unfortunately
terminated at Charlton Island by the sudden
illness and subsequent death of Dr. Malte. During the second call at Wolstenholme, a preliminary hearing was held in connection with the
murder of an Inuk at Mansel Island the preceding winter. The police temporarily closed posts
at Bache Peninsula and Dundas Harbour and
reopened the post at Craig Harbour (which
had been closed). A patrol party from Bache
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Figure 15-6: The SS
Nascopie anchored in
Pangnirtung Fiord.
George Hunter/
National Film Board
of Canada /Library
and Archives Canada /
e010692597.

Peninsula found a message left by Krüger in
a cairn on the northern coast of Axel Heiberg
Island but was unable to find any further trace
of him. The Inuit who had aided the police in
their search were returned to Robertson Bay.
Dr. Bildfell was left at Pangnirtung to replace
Dr. Livingstone, who returned to Ottawa with
the expedition.27

The Eastern Arc tic Patrol
(193 4)
The patrol of 1934 again used Nascopie, and
again D. L. McKeand was officer in charge,
with T. F. Smellie as ship’s captain. Among

the large ship’s company were medical officer
Dr. A. G. MacKinnon, anthropologist Douglas
Leechman, veterinarian Dr. Seymour Hadwen,
magnetician R. Glenn Madill, ornithologist
E.F.G. White, secretary and postal representative F. Gilbert, and Superintendent T. H. Irvine
and eight other RCMP members. Starting from
Montreal on 7 July and returning to Halifax on
30 September, Nascopie made successive calls
at Cartwright, Port Burwell, Lake Harbour,
Wakeham Bay, Wolstenholme, Cape Smith,
Port Harrison, Charlton Island, Churchill,
Coral Harbour (Southampton Island), Wolstenholme, Cape Dorset, Lake Harbour, Port
Burwell, Pangnirtung, River Clyde, Pond Inlet,
Dundas Harbour, Craig Harbour, Pond Inlet,
Port Burwell, and Cartwright.

15 | The Eastern Arctic Patrol

353

354

At Port Burwell on the outward trip, contact was made with D. B. MacMillan’s expedition (see chapter 14), which was awaiting the
arrival of Sergeant Frederick Anderton of the
RCMP, who had been specially detailed as
the Canadian government representative with
the expedition while it was in Canadian waters. At Churchill, the supplies for Chesterfield
were transferred to the motor ship Fort Severn,
and Dr. Livingstone took passage on the same
ship to resume his duties as medical officer at
this port. A new HBC trading post, the most
northerly in Canada, was opened at Dundas
Harbour. At Pangnirtung, Dr. MacKinnon replaced Dr. Bildfell, who returned south with
the ship.28

The Eastern Arc tic Patrol
(1935)
The patrol of 1935 sailed from Montreal on 13
July in Nascopie, again with Major McKeand
in command, and returned to Halifax on 28
September. Among the ship’s company were
medical doctors A. L. Richard, Charles Birchard, and Israel Mordecai Rabinowitch; anthropologist Douglas Leechman; physiographer
David A. Nichols; geodetic surveyor Charles
Herman “Marsh” Ney; entomologist W. J.
Brown; historian and observer Hon. William
George Martin; secretary and postal representative W. M. MacLean; naval commander C. T.
Beard of the Department of National Defence;
and Superintendent T. V. Sandys-Wunsch and
twelve other RCMP members. The itinerary
included calls, in succession, at Cartwright,
Port Burwell, Lake Harbour, Wakeham Bay,
Sugluk West, Wolstenholme, Cape Smith, Port
Harrison, Churchill, Chesterfield, Southampton Island, Wolstenholme, Cape Dorset, Lake

Harbour, Port Burwell, Craig Harbour, Dundas Harbour, Pond Inlet, River Clyde, Pangnirtung, and Port Burwell.
As much scientific and technical work was
carried on as circumstances permitted. The
three medical doctors investigated problems
concerning the health of Inuit. Leechman left
the ship on the outward call at Port Burwell
and excavated some Inuit ruins on the Button
Islands. Ney’s function with the expedition was
to establish geodetic astronomical stations at the
various points of call, and he also made precise
latitude and longitude determinations at most
of the stops. Commander Beard examined and
collected information on Canada’s northern
harbours. The RCMP closed their detachment
at Port Burwell, planning to have a constable in
charge there for the summer months only, and
opened a new detachment at Port Harrison on
the east coast of Hudson Bay.29

The Eastern Arc tic Patrol
(1936)
The patrol of 1936 was made in Nascopie,
again with Major McKeand in command. The
government party comprised medical officer
Dr. N. A. MacArthur, anthropologist Douglas Leechman, geodetic surveyors C. H. Ney
and Joseph Courtright, physiographer David
Nichols, botanists Dr. Nicholas Polunin and
Rev. Father Arthème Dutilly, historians and
parliamentary press reporters Lloyd Roberts
and Thomas Wayling, post office representative G. H. Lawrence, and Inspector Keith
Duncan and six other members of the RCMP.
Leaving Montreal on 14 July, the expedition
proceeded in turn to Hebron, Port Burwell,
Lake Harbour, Wakeham Bay, Sugluk West,
Wolstenholme, Cape Smith, Port Harrison,
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Churchill, Chesterfield, Southampton Island,
Wolstenholme, Cape Dorset, Lake Harbour,
Port Burwell, Pond Inlet, Craig Harbour, Dundas Harbour, Arctic Bay, Pond Inlet, Clyde
River, Pangnirtung, and Port Burwell, ending
at Halifax on 1 October.
Dr. MacArthur left the ship at Churchill and was replaced by Dr. T. J. Orford, who
later relieved Dr. MacKinnon at Pangnirtung.
The RCMP also investigated a few instances of
crimes among Inuit. Leechman and Nichols
spent about three weeks on investigations in
the Wolstenholme area between calls of the
ship at that point. Similarly, Ney left the ship
at Port Burwell and carried on an investigation along the coast of Ungava Bay before being
picked up when the ship returned. Polunin and
Dutilly made an extensive collection of botanical specimens.30

The Eastern Arc tic Patrol
(1937)
The patrol of 1937 left Montreal on 10 July
on Nascopie, with Major McKeand in charge,
and returned to Halifax on 28 September. The
government party included medical officer Dr.
L. D. Livingstone; geodetic surveyors C. H. Ney
and K. Gladstone; physiographer D. A. Nichols;
astronomer R. G. Madill; ichthyologist H. M.
Rogers; biologist V. C. Wynne-Edwards; radio
engineers J.H.T. Arial, A. F. Crowell, and A.
Tamblin; Canadian Broadcasting Corporation
representatives Frank Willis and Roy Cahoon;
cinematographer Richard Finnie; post office
representative E. Gravel; historian and press reporter R. K. (Andy) Carnegie; and Superintendent G. F. Fletcher and nine other RCMP members. The steadily increasing number of scientific and technical personnel accompanying the

cruise indicates the increasing scope and complexity of the work being done. Others aboard
the ship during part of the voyage included Dr.
George F. Crile of Cleveland, Ohio, and Dr. C.
Stuart McEwen of the Royal Victoria Hospital,
Montreal.
Stops were made in succession at Hebron,
Port Burwell, Lake Harbour, Wakeham Bay,
Sugluk West, Dorset, Wolstenholme, Southampton Island, Cape Smith, Port Harrison,
Churchill, Chesterfield Inlet, Wolstenholme,
Lake Harbour, Craig Harbour, Arctic Bay, Fort
Ross, Pond Inlet, Clyde River, Pangnirtung,
and Port Burwell.
Perhaps the most notable feature of the
1937 patrol was the meeting in Bellot Strait of
Nascopie, coming from the east, and Aklavik,
coming from the west. This was, in a sense, a
Canadian negotiation of the Northwest Passage, although it was accomplished by two
vessels rather than one. A similar completion
of the Northwest Passage had occurred a few
years earlier, when Fort James, sailing from
the east, met Fort MacPherson, sailing from
the west, at Gjoa Haven. A new HBC trading
post, Fort Ross, was established at the eastern
extremity of Bellot Strait. The visit to the new
post at Arctic Bay, which had been established
the year before by transferring some Inuit from
Dundas Harbour to this site, found the resident
party apparently satisfied with their new home.
During the expedition, efforts were made to
expand the use of radio communication in the
regions visited, and direct radio contact with
Ottawa was maintained throughout the voyage. Finnie also took motion pictures illustrating various features of Inuit life.31
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The Eastern Arc tic Patrol
(1938)

The Eastern Arc tic Patrol
(1939)

The 1938 patrol sailed from Montreal on Nascopie on 9 July and returned to Halifax on 19
September, again with Major McKeand in
charge. Among the ship’s company were medical officer Dr. Keith Rogers, physiographer
D. A. Nichols, ornithologist T. M. Shortt, artist Frederick H. Varley, special researcher Jon
Bildfell, historian Marion Grange, post office
representative F.R.E. Sparks, and Superintendent Thomas B. Caulkin and five other RCMP
members, two of whom were accompanied by
their wives. The ports of call were, in order,
Hebron, Port Burwell, Lake Harbour, Wakeham Bay, Sugluk West, Dorset, Wolstenholme,
Southampton, Cape Smith, Port Harrison,
Churchill, Chesterfield Inlet, Wolstenholme,
Lake Harbour, Port Burwell, Thule, Craig Harbour, Arctic Bay, Fort Ross, Pond Inlet, Clyde
River, Pangnirtung, and Hebron.
For the second successive year, contact
was made at Fort Ross with Aklavik, coming
from the western Arctic. At Cape Dorset, arrangements were made to transport several
Inuit families to Arctic Bay and Fort Ross so
that they could join relatives who were already
at these points. After the traditional exchange
of courtesies with Danish officials at Thule, a
small party of Greenland Inuit was hired to
serve two years with the RCMP at Craig Harbour. Shortt made a large collection of bird
specimens, and Bildfell made a special study
of the nesting grounds of the eider duck. The
scientific work done during this expedition was
on a smaller scale than usual, however, largely
because of the smaller number of scientific personnel accompanying the cruise.32

Again the patrol was on Nascopie, with David
McKeand in charge. Among the ship’s company were medical officer Dr. John Melling;
physiographer D. A. Nichols; zoologist John
G. Oughton; biologists Maxwell John Dunbar,
Dennis Chitty, and Harold S. Peters; parasitologist Lynden Laird Lyster; dentist Charles
H. M. Williams; barristers J. A. McLean and
F. G. Whitaker; historian Richard Marriott;
post office representative R. A. Perkins; secretary J. Lambert; and Inspector D. J. Martin
and five other members of the RCMP. Leaving
Montreal on 8 July and returning to Halifax on
23 September, Nascopie called in turn at Hebron, Port Burwell, Lake Harbour, Wakeham
Bay, Sugluk West, Cape Dorset, Wolstenholme,
Southampton Island, Cape Smith, Port Harrison, Churchill, Chesterfield Inlet, Wolstenholme, Lake Harbour, Port Burwell, Craig Harbour, Fort Ross, Arctic Bay, Pond Inlet, Clyde
River, Pangnirtung, and Hebron.
At Chesterfield, Dr. John Melling replaced
his brother Dr. Thomas Melling, who became
ship’s doctor for the rest of the cruise. An unusual feature of the trip was the trial at Pangnirtung of an Inuk murderer, with McLean
and Whitaker acting as Crown prosecutor and
defence counsel, respectively. He was found insane and taken south for treatment. The large
number of scientific personnel among the ship’s
company gives an indication of the size and
scope of the scientific work attempted, which
covered a wider range of subjects than on any
previous expedition. The post at Port Burwell,
which had been a regular port of call since the
government and HBC cruises were joined, was
closed after the second visit. On 4 September,
after the outbreak of war, Nascopie was put
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under war regulations and camouflaged with
paint as much as possible.33

The Royal Canadian
Mounted Police, 1922 –39
Perhaps the most significant step in the gradual extension of the RCMP’s surveillance of
Canada’s Arctic regions and maintenance of
law and order therein was taken in 1922, when
Inspector Wilcox and nine other ranks accompanied the first annual Eastern Arctic Patrol
and established a new detachment at Craig
Harbour. This formed part of the Canadian
government’s larger policy aimed at taking
such steps as seemed possible, practicable, and
necessary to assert and consolidate sovereignty
over the Arctic regions that Canada claimed.
By 1924, the RCMP had twenty detachments grouped in four subdistricts in the
Arctic and subarctic parts of the North, not
counting the Yukon and the several detachments there. The so-called Ellesmere Island
subdistrict had Pond Inlet and Pangnirtung
on Baffin Island, Dundas Harbour on Devon
Island, and Craig Harbour, with the subpost at
Kane Basin, on Ellesmere Island itself. Hudson
Bay subdistrict had Port Nelson and Chesterfield Inlet; the Arctic subdistrict had Aklavik,
Herschel Island, Tree River, and Baillie Island;
and the Mackenzie River subdistrict had Fitzgerald, Fort Smith, Chipewyan, Resolution,
Rae, Providence, Simpson, Norman, and Good
Hope. Port Burwell in Hudson Strait was administered from Ottawa.34 Changes to the
RCMP’s northern footprint, as well as the overarching administration, occurred on an annual
basis and are beyond the scope of this study but
did represent effective Canadian occupation
through the interwar period.35

Investigating and prosecuting serious
crimes took up a large portion of the RCMP’s
time in northern detachments. In the early
1920s, police were kept occupied by an unusually large number of murders among the Inuit.
During the year after his arrival at Pond Inlet,
Staff Sergeant A. H. Joy succeeded in arresting
three Inuit for the murder of Robert Janes and
then found himself obliged to make another
investigation when he received reports of several more Inuit murders near Home Bay on the
east coast of Baffin Island. The murders at Kent
Peninsula in 1921 had been followed by more
violence and at least one more murder; when
one of the suspects, Alikomiak, was arrested by
Corporal William Andrew Doak, he shot and
killed both Doak and Otto Binder, the manager
of the HBC post at Tree River. Three other separate Inuit murders of Hav-oo-Ogak, Hiktak,
and Kapolak, all in the region looked after by
the Tree River detachment, were under investigation, and still another was reported to have
occurred in the Repulse Bay region of Hudson Bay. In connection with all these murders
and also in the normal course of duty, many
long patrols were made, notably from Rampart
House, Tree River, Chesterfield Inlet, Port Burwell, and Pond Inlet.36 From Chesterfield Inlet,
post visits were exchanged with Knud Rasmussen’s Fifth Thule Expedition, which was wintering on an island off Lyon Inlet, southeast of
Melville Peninsula.37
The main feature of the RCMP’s work in
the North in 1923 was their participation in
two full-fledged murder trials, one at Pond
Inlet for the three Inuit accused of murdering
Janes and one at Herschel Island for the several Inuit who had been arrested in connection
with the murders of Doak, Binder, and two of
their own people. The trial at Pond Inlet, resulting in two convictions and one acquittal,
has already been described in the section on
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Figure 15-7: Police Posts in the Northwest Territories, 1925. Jennifer Arthur-Lackenbauer
based on William Morrison, Showing the Flag: The Mounted Police and Canadian Sovereignty
in the North, 1894-1925 (Vancouver: UBC Press, 1985), xvi-xvii, and Annual Report for the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police for the year ended September 30, 1926.

the Eastern Arctic Patrol. For the trial at Herschel Island, the judicial party travelled north
from Edmonton and by boat down the Mackenzie River. Alikomiak and Tatamigana were
found guilty of murder and sentenced to death,
Ekootuk was found guilty of manslaughter and
sentenced to one year’s imprisonment at Herschel Island, and Olepsekak and Amokuk were
acquitted.38 Staff Sergeant Joy’s responsibilities
in connection with the Janes case had prevented him from going to Home Bay to investigate the reported murders there, but he learned
from Inuit that a man named Neakuteuk had
gone insane and then, after prevailing upon
members of his tribe to kill two men, had been
put to death himself. In the spring of 1923, Staff

Sergeant Walter Munday travelled from Chesterfield Inlet to a point about seventy-five miles
north of Baker Lake to investigate the murder
of an Inuk named Ook-pa-tow-yuk, but he was
unable to investigate the reported murder of
another Inuk in the remote region north of Repulse Bay.
Another murder trial took place at Herschel Island in 1924, when a judicial party
found Ik-a-luk-piak guilty of the murder of
Hav-ou-gach south of Tree River in 1921 and
sentenced him to five years’ imprisonment in
Stony Mountain penitentiary. Corporal Finley McInnes and Constable William MacGregor travelled from Pangnirtung to Home
Bay in early 1924 to investigate three reported
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murders there, and several more murders were
under investigation. A member of the Tree
River detachment arrested I-ter-goo-yuk, accused of the murder of Ook-pa-tow-yuk north
of Baker Lake about two years earlier, on King
William Island during the winter of 1924–25.
In accordance with instructions from Ottawa,
I-ter-goo-yuk was released with only a severe
warning because of the practical impossibility
of obtaining a legal conviction. The Tree River
detachment also arrested I-ka-yena, accused of
the murder of Uluksak (who had himself been
convicted of murder several years earlier), near
Queen Maud Gulf early in 1925. He was tried
before Judge Lucien Dubuc at Aklavik in June
1926 and found not guilty because of extenuating circumstances and released. The RCMP
also investigated another reported Inuit murder of Puyerack by Tekack on Adelaide Peninsula about 1921. Tekack voluntarily surrendered at Tree River after Sergeant F. A. Barnes
had made a futile trip to King William Island
in 1925 to arrest him. He also was tried before
Judge Dubuc at Aklavik in June 1926, pleading
guilty of manslaughter and receiving a sentence of one year’s imprisonment at Herschel
Island. Cases of accidental deaths, missing
persons, infanticide, and starvation were also
investigated.39
These general patterns continued in the
years ahead. No serious criminal cases had
come to light in the Northwest Territories in
1927,40 suggesting strongly that the RCMP were
making their presence felt, but in the Yukon,
an Indian named Jackie MacIntosh was found
guilty of manslaughter and sentenced to three
years’ imprisonment for the murder of Pelly
Jim.41 In 1929, the RCMP investigated a large
number of deaths, both violent and accidental,
including a multiple murder case in the interior of Baffin Island and another murder near
Bathurst Inlet. In the first case, the murderer

himself had been put to death in what was
obviously self-defence, so no prosecution was
undertaken, but in the second case, a court
from Edmonton held a trial at Aklavik and
sentenced the murderer, Okchina, to one year’s
imprisonment – a light punishment owing to
extenuating circumstances.42 The most spectacular event of the 1930s was the RCMP’s
greatest manhunt, for the “Mad Trapper” Albert Johnson, who killed one Mountie and
wounded several others before he was finally
tracked down and shot on the Eagle River in
February 1932.43
Pursuant to these investigations and the
Canadian government’s general sovereignty assertion policy, the RCMP also undertook an active patrolling program throughout the Arctic.
Commissioner Cortlandt Starnes noted in his
1925 report that these long patrols, especially
in the Arctic, were often not made in connection with “cases” but were nevertheless a special
tradition of the RCMP; their real purpose was
supervision of remote areas and isolated settlements rather than to search for infractions of
the law.44 In reference to these patrols, Starnes
wrote two years later that “perhaps even here
there is a slight decrease in the romantic side
of the northern work, for, while long pioneer
journeys still are made, nevertheless practice in
patrolling has brought facilities, and our men
now as a matter of routine traverse regions
which not long ago were the objects of difficult
and tedious discovery.”45
Among the many patrols in 1922 and 1923,
Corporal Finley McInnes and William B. MacGregor completed an arduous trek from Pond
Inlet to the Fury and Hecla Strait Inuit settlement of Igloolik; Sergeant H. Thorne from Edmonton ventured to Herschel Island (by way
of Alaska and Rampart House) in connection
with the two hangings there; Staff Sergeant Joy
travelled from Pond Inlet to Lancaster Sound
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in a bold but futile attempt to reach Ellesmere
Island; and Inspector H. L. Fraser went from
Fort Smith towards Great Bear Lake.46 In April
and May 1925, Corporal T. R. Michelson patrolled from Craig Harbour to the subpost at
Kane Basin and back.
Among the many patrols in early 1926,
Inspector C. E. Wilcox went from Pond Inlet to Home Bay; Sergeant J.E.F. Wight and
Constable T. H. Tredgold from Pangnirtung
to Lake Harbour and back; Staff Sergeant Joy
from Craig Harbour to Axel Heiberg Island
and back; and Corporal Petty from Chesterfield Inlet to Wager Bay and Back River, and
back.47 Some of these patrols disclosed appalling conditions of hardship among Inuit in remote settlements, and the Mounties did what
they could to give immediate help and make
arrangements for more. The most spectacular
of the many northern patrols in 1927 was newly
promoted Inspector Joy’s foray westwards of
Ellesmere Island, in this case from Bache Peninsula to several of the Sverdrup Islands and
back.48 The following year, Constable E. (Ted)
Anstead patrolled from Bache Peninsula to
Axel Heiberg Island and back, and Inspector Wilcox patrolled from Pond Inlet to Fury
and Hecla Strait, Foxe Basin, and Igloolik, and
back. Corporal R. A. Williams, in charge of
the Reliance detachment, made several patrols
eastwards in search of the missing party led by
the English adventurer John Hornby.49 By this
point, Commissioner Starnes commented on
the comprehensiveness of the RCMP’s northern patrols in these terms:
The Arctic coast-line from the
Alaska boundary to the neighbourhood of the magnetic pole now is
under regular observation and control; so are Hudson strait, Baffin island, North Devon island, and the

southern half of Ellesmere island;
while the western coast of Hudson
bay and James bay also are policed.
The mineral developments in northwestern Manitoba are causing our
patrols to go further north in that region and in northern Saskatchewan,
while we are steadily working into
the Barren Lands from the eastern
ends of the great lakes of the north.50
The extension of the RCMP’s posts into the
Arctic islands facilitated long patrols into even
the most remote parts of the archipelago. In
the spring of 1929, for example, Inspector Joy
made a record-breaking patrol of 1,700 miles
from Dundas Harbour to Winter Harbour in
Melville Island, and then back to Bache Peninsula by way of Lougheed, King Christian,
Ellef Ringnes, and Axel Heiberg Islands.51 Concurrently, Corporal Anstead, in charge of the
Bache Peninsula post, was making a patrol of
1,084 miles in Axel Heiberg Island and along
the west coast of Ellesmere, while Constable
S.H.C. (Hugh) Margetts travelled from Pond
Inlet to Foxe Basin and back, a distance of 970
miles.52 Many other patrols were made, both
in the islands and on the northern mainland,
an unusual and sad one being that of Inspector
Charles Trundle from Great Slave Lake to the
cabin on the Thelon River where the Hornby
party had perished to bury the bodies, recover
the records, and make any other dispositions
necessary.53 Among the more arduous patrols
in 1930 were by Constables N. M. McLean and
W. C. (Bill) Beatty from Bache Peninsula to
the western and southern coasts of Ellesmere
Island, discovering a new route on the trip; by
Corporal Maurice Mason Timbury and Constable R. W. Hamilton from Dundas Harbour
to Cornwallis Island and back; by Corporal
Hugh A. McBeth from Pond Inlet to Foxe Basin
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Figure 15-8: RCMP patrols in the High Arctic, 1929. Andrew Taylor, Geographical Discovery
and Exploration in the Queen Elizabeth Islands (Ottawa: Department of Mines and Technical
Surveys, 1964), 128. By permission of Natural Resources Canada.

and back; and by Constable F. W. Ashe from
Pond Inlet to Home Bay and back.54 By this
point, Commissioner Starnes referred to the
last two as “habitual” and “customary.”55
Land patrolling continued through the
1930s. Corporal Harry Stallworthy made a long
patrol in the spring of 1931 from Bache Peninsula to Craig Harbour and other points in a futile search for Dr. Krüger and his two companions (Bjare and Akqioq).56 The following year,
his detachment made two more long patrols
in search of the lost Krüger expedition, with
Corporal Stallworthy circling Axel Heiberg Island and Constable Hamilton travelling west as
far as Amund Ringnes and Cornwall Islands.

(Nothing was found except a written record left
by Dr. Krüger at the northern extremity of Axel
Heiberg Island on 24 April 1930, and it could
only be concluded that he and his party had
perished.)57 In March 1934, Constable L.W.L.
White led a patrol from Cambridge Bay to King
William Island to investigate the murder of an
Eskimo named Anaruak two years earlier,58
and Corporal McInnes completed one from
Pangnirtung to Frobisher Bay and Lake Harbour, and back.59 The following year the longest
patrol was led by Constable Albert “Frenchie”
Chartrand, who travelled from Coppermine to
several points in Victoria Island and Coronation Gulf, and back again.60 In the early months
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of 1936, Acting Lance Corporal R. C. Gray and
several others (including Alex Stevenson of the
HBC) made a long patrol from Pond Inlet to
Pingitkalik on the east coast of Melville Peninsula and back. Another long patrol that season
was led by Acting Sergeant G. T. Makinson,
which went from the St. Roch at Cambridge Bay
to King William Island and on to Matty Island
near Boothia Peninsula before returning, with
the primary objective of investigating two Inuit
murders.61
Maritime patrols, dealt with at length in
the discussion of the Eastern Arctic Patrol,
also facilitated RCMP coverage of the Arctic.
In 1925, the motor launch Lady Borden was
transferred from Chesterfield Inlet to Pangnirtung and helped the police visit settlements
along the eastern coast of Baffin Island. The
most striking addition to the force’s facilities
was the 200-ton motor schooner St. Roch in
1928. Classed as a “floating detachment,” the
ship would patrol Arctic waters and help maintain contact among the detachments on the
coast and in the islands.62 The following year,
Commissioner Starnes noted that the force had
twenty-five boats of various sorts for service in
the North, the largest being St. Roch.63 By the
early 1930s, it wintered regularly at Tree River,
giving the police another base in the area,64 and
it also served as a hub for long patrols. Constable S. E. Alexander of St. Roch spent almost
the entire winter of 1936–37 on patrol in the
Cambridge Bay–Coppermine region, travelling
a total of 1,583 miles, and Sergeant Henry Asbjorn Larsen, the venerable skipper of the St.
Roch, made a 900-mile patrol from Cambridge
Bay, where the vessel was wintering, to King
William Island and back.65

O ther Canadian Government
Expeditions, Sur veys,
Investigations, and Patrols
in the Nor th
There were other Canadian government expeditions, surveys, investigations, and patrols
of various kinds during these years. Some of
those in the eastern Arctic were connected
with the Eastern Arctic Patrol, and others in
the Yukon, the Mackenzie Valley region, and
the western Arctic islands also played a role in
Canada’s effort to occupy, administer, and develop the North.66
The Eastern Arctic Patrol certainly facilitated research into health conditions among
Inuit. Dr. Leslie Livingstone, who had been appointed medical health officer for the District
of Franklin in 1925, went north on Beothic in
1926 and established his base for the following year at Pangnirtung, returning south with
the same ship in 1927. During the winter and
spring, he made two long trips to southwestern
and northern Baffin Island to investigate and
treat Inuit illnesses, and he was picked up at
Pond Inlet by Beothic for the return voyage.67
In 1928 and 1929, he returned to begin establishing a medical headquarters and hospital at
Pangnirtung, and undertook a similar project
at Chesterfield Inlet in 1930. Travelling by rail
to Churchill in April and then by dog team to
Chesterfield, he opened the medical post and
helped to plan the projected hospital, before
returning to Ottawa in the autumn.68 Another
medical officer active in the Arctic was Dr.
James A. Urquhart at Aklavik, who went on an
investigative tour of health conditions in 1932
through the Northwest that took him to Herschel Island, Coronation Gulf, and Great Bear
Lake.69
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Figure 15-9: Major L. T. Burwash, 1926. Library
and Archives Canada / Indian and Northern
Affairs, Department Library Albums.

Other officials conducted surveys of economic and local conditions. Major L. T. Burwash, an exploratory engineer with the Department of the Interior, was particularly active in the eastern and central Arctic during
these years. In the summer of 1923, he left
the Eastern Arctic Patrol at Pangnirtung and
spent a year making an economic survey and
general reconnaissance of southwestern Baffin Island, returning south on HBC vessels in
1924.70 The following year, he was instructed to
conduct a comprehensive investigation of the
Arctic coast and travelled eastwards from the
Mackenzie delta, wintered on King William
Island, and continued in the spring of 1926 to
Chesterfield Inlet, where he took passage on an
HBC boat back to Ottawa.71 In the summer of
1927, he completed an economic survey of Inuit

conditions and a geographical reconnaissance
along the eastern coast of James and Hudson
Bays from Rupert House to Richmond Gulf, including the adjacent islands.72
Major Burwash spent the summers of 1928
and 1929 investigating the Arctic coast and
offshore islands between Coronation Gulf and
Boothia Peninsula. Travelling via the Mackenzie River and then eastwards from Aklavik
in the government’s gasoline boat Ptarmigan,
he wintered at Gjoa Haven on King William
Island, made three trips to the vicinity of the
North Magnetic Pole on Boothia Peninsula,
and investigated Inuit stories about the fate of
the Franklin expedition. Uncertainty as to the
fate of the Dominion Explorers air expedition
headed by Colonel C.D.H. MacAlpine caused
a long wait at this party’s base near the entry
of the Burnside River into Bathurst Inlet, and
it was not until mid-November, when the safety of the expedition had been ascertained, that
Burwash was able to set off on the first of several plane hops that took him south to Winnipeg.73 He spent the summer of 1930 in the
same region, travelling by boat and plane, with
instructions to continue his investigations of
the mineral resources of the Coppermine area
and to examine further the correctness of various reports and rumours about the Franklin
expedition. Accompanied by Richard Finnie,
Burwash flew around King William Island and
searched the ground along the west coast but
found no new, conclusive evidence about the
Franklin party.74
Other Canadians carried out official inspections in the western Arctic during the
interwar years. Chief Inspector John Francis
Moran visited the Mackenzie District, travelling down the Mackenzie River to the delta in
1922, 1924, 1926, and 1928, in the latter case
continuing eastwards along the Arctic coast in
SS Baychimo as far as Queen Maud Gulf.75 In
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1927, J. A. McDougal, the district agent at Fort
Smith, carried out an inspection and investigated Inuit conditions in the region between
Fort Smith and Cambridge Bay.76 In the summer of 1929, Oswald S. Finnie, Director of the
Northwest Territories and Yukon Branch, made
a field inspection of posts and settlements in
the Mackenzie District and Yukon Territory to
secure first-hand information about conditions
from local spokesmen and to advise government about desirable change and development.
His route was by train from Ottawa to Waterways, Alberta; by steamboat down the Athabasca, Slave, and Mackenzie Rivers; by plane
from Aklavik to Dawson (this being a pioneering flight); by ship along the Pacific coast to
Vancouver; and then by train back to Ottawa.
In the course of his journey through the North,
he made as many stops and visits to outlying
points as possible.77
The expansion of the mining frontier also
elicited direct attention. A. L. Cumming, Chief
Mining Inspector (and later a member of the
Northwest Territories Council), flew from Fitzgerald in August 1931 to make a field investigation of stakings and claims in promising ore
bodies in the Great Bear Lake–Coppermine
River region, notably at Echo Bay and the Dismal Lakes.78 The following summer he travelled
by canoe from Fort Smith to the Mackenzie delta, inspecting schools, hospitals, radio stations
and public utilities, generally in the settlements
en route, and also the reindeer camp east of
the delta. On the return trip, he went up Bear
River and visited several mining locations, including some he had seen in 1931.79 Dr. Charles
Camsell, the Deputy Minister of Mines, and Dr.
Harold W. McGill, the Deputy Superintendent
General of Indian Affairs, made inspection
trips in the Northwest Territories during the
summer of 1935 and submitted reports to the
Northwest Territories Council (of which both

were members).80 Three years later, Camsell followed this up with an inspection trip to Fort
Smith and the Yellowknife mining district, and
Roy A. Gibson, Director of the Lands, Parks,
and Forests Branch, inspected a number of
settlements and mining sites in the Mackenzie
District.81
Government officials also were involved in
extensive geological and geographical survey
work. For example, Dr. Lud Weeks of the Geological Survey, accompanied by Maurice Haycock, wintered at Pangnirtung in 1926–27 and
carried on extensive investigations in southern Baffin Island.82 Guy Houghton Blanchet of
the Department of the Interior Topographical
Survey, who earlier in the 1920s had made important investigations in Wood Buffalo Park83
and in the regions around and to the north and
east of Great Slave Lake,84 spent the working
seasons of 1928 and 1929 carrying out similar
duties in Keewatin District. Acting as a government representative with several private companies which were prospecting for minerals, he
went into the region by ship through Hudson
Bay, wintered at Tavani on the west coast of
the bay south of Chesterfield Inlet, and during
the two seasons participated in various prospecting trips by airplane. Although this method of travel was in its infancy in the North and
obviously had many problems to overcome, he
was optimistic about its future utility for prospecting and for other purposes.85 Blanchet took
charge of the search for the MacAlpine party
and continued to make flights under difficult
circumstances until he received news in early
November that the lost party was safe at Cambridge Bay.86
A large proportion of the scientific expeditions which were made during these years were
carried on in conjunction with the Eastern Arctic Patrol. For example, in 1936 David Nichols
of the Geological Survey, Douglas Leechman

A HISTORICAL AND LEGAL STUDY OF SOVEREIGNT Y IN THE CANADIAN NORTH

Figure 15-10: J. D.
Soper and party
on a survey of
Parketuk Bay,
1929. J.D. Soper
/ Library and
Archives Canada /
e002342694.

of the National Museum, and C. H. Ney of the
Geodetic Service of Canada went north on the
Nascopie and left the ship to carry on periods of
research in their own disciplines, Nichols and
Leechman at Wolstenholme and Ney at Port
Burwell. This was common practice at the time.
Nichols, for example, accompanied the Nascopie and made geological studies in this way each
year from 1935 to 1939.87
Similarly, studies of Arctic flora and fauna
took Canadian scientists to the Far North. In
August 1924, the naturalist J. D. Soper followed Burwash’s example by leaving the Arctic at Pangnirtung, establishing his base at the
RCMP post, and carrying on investigations
in the Nettilling and Amadjuak Lakes region
before boarding Nascopie at Amadjuak in August 1926 and heading home.88 In the summer
of 1928, he returned to Baffin Island to carry
out research on Inuit and wildlife (particularly to determine the breeding grounds of the
blue goose) and established his headquarters at

Cape Dorset until 1929.89 He returned to Baffin
Island the following year to continue his investigations of wildlife in the southern part of the
island, but illness forced him to return to Ottawa in August 1931.90 In 1932 and 1933, he was
occupied with a comprehensive investigation of
flora and fauna in Wood Buffalo Park.91
W.H.B. Hoare, an investigator for the
Northwest Territories and Yukon Branch of the
Department of the Interior, also spent extensive time in the field. In 1924, 1925, and 1926,
he made a comprehensive investigation of wildlife, especially caribou, along a large portion of
the Yukon and Mackenzie coast and in the interior.92 He following this with fieldwork in the
Thelon Game Sanctuary (created by a federal
order in council on 15 June 1927) from January 1928 to August 1929. Building a cabin on
the Thelon River to serve as his headquarters,
he examined the southern part of the sanctuary in the summer of 1928 and the northern
part in 1929, primarily to ascertain the number
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Figure 15-11: Bob Porsild feeding the dogs,
Eskimo Lakes, NWT, 1927. AEP / Library and
Archives Canada / e010933876.

and general condition of muskox there. Later in
the summer of 1929, he descended the Thelon
River to Chesterfield and returned home on the
Eastern Arctic Patrol vessel Beothic.93 Hoare
returned to Thelon the following summer to
continue his faunal investigations, overwintering in the field near the eastern extremity of
the sanctuary before returning to Ottawa in
August 1931.94 He also assisted Dr. Charles

Henry Douglas Clarke of the University of Toronto with biological surveys of the sanctuary
in 1936 and 1937.95 The same pair returned for
further investigations in 1937.
As discussed in chapter 9, the Danish
brothers Alf and Robert Porsild investigated
the possibility of introducing the reindeer industry in parts of the Canadian North, covering the coastal region as far east as Coronation
Gulf and the interior east of the Mackenzie
delta and around Great Bear Lake in 1927–28.96
Alf made a botanical investigation of some of
the islands in James Bay during the summer
of 192997 and then made a botanical investigation in Keewatin the following year in a further
search for reindeer grazing grounds.98 In 1931,
he conducted three Saami (Lapp) herders down
the Mackenzie River to Kittigazuit and then
continued from there on a patrol into Alaska.99
Robert had also been sent to the Mackenzie
delta in connection with the reindeer project in
the summer of 1930.100 Other researchers followed on inspection tours of the region, supervising fieldwork and conducting detailed studies on the reindeer herd.101
Canadian researchers also completed important hydrographic work during the interwar
years. The Canadian government decided in the
mid-1920s to complete the Hudson Bay railway
and terminals, and an order in council of 22
January 1927 provided for the appointment of
an advisory board under the chairmanship of
the representative of the Department of Marine
and Fisheries, N. B. McLean, to organize an investigation into ice conditions, navigation, and
related matters in Hudson Strait.102 Using the
CGS Stanley and the freighter Larch to transport men, materials, and supplies, McLean’s
party established three bases in the Hudson
Strait during the summer and fall of 1927: at
Port Burwell at the eastern extremity, Nottingham Island at the western extremity, and
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Wakeham Bay halfway between the two. From
these bases, they made detailed observations
by airplane, by boat, and from the ground. The
CGS Montcalm and Larch withdrew the expedition in the autumn of 1928 according to the
original plan, but the expedition left direction
finding stations in operation at Port Burwell,
Nottingham Island, and Cape Hopes Advance.
Insofar as conclusions could be drawn from
weather and ice observations during the two
seasons, McLean anticipated a possible navigation period of about four months: from about
20 July to 20 November.103
Other hydrographic surveys followed in
the late 1920s and 1930s. For example, N. Wilson of the Canadian Hydrographic Service
travelled down the Mackenzie River from Fort
Smith in 1930 in the hydrographic launch Pilot
I and surveyed the Richards Island channel in
the delta, some of the passages among the outer
islands, and the offshore waters westwards to
Shingle Point on the Arctic coast and northwards to Hooper Island. His main objective was
to try to locate a navigable channel for seagoing
vessels between open water and the Mackenzie
River. He continued the survey in 1933 in the
vicinity of Port Brabant, Kittigazuit, and the
eastern part of the delta.104 Hydrographic operations also continued in connection with the
development of the Hudson Bay route during
eight consecutive seasons from 1928 through

1935. F.C.G. Smith and then J. U. Beauchemin
surveyed the west coast of Hudson Bay in the
vicinity of Churchill in 1928, 1929, 1930, and
1931. Smith carried on yearly surveys in Hudson Strait, on the Quebec side in 1931, 1932,
and 1935, and on the Baffin Island side in 1933
and 1934. Using the DGS icebreaker and patrol
ship N. B. McLean, Smith completed his survey
for the most important parts of the route.105
Finally, in connection with the International Polar Year in 1932–33, three Canadian
stations were put into operation in the Arctic,
at Cape Hopes Advance, Chesterfield Inlet, and
Coppermine. Frank Davies, Balfour Currie,
Stuart McVeigh, and John Rae were stationed
at Chesterfield Inlet; R. C. Jacobsen at Coppermine; J. R. Lilly at Cape Hopes Advance; and
E. H. Vestine at Meanook, Alberta. John Patterson was Director of the Meteorological Service,
W.E.W. Jackson was the Assistant Director, and
Andrew Thomson was in charge of meteorological planning. “Some of the future giants of
Canadian science received thorough practical
education during the Second International
Polar Year,” a subsequent report noted. “Although not all the data from the Second International Polar Year could be analyzed because
of the interruption of the world war, it has been
estimated that the information gathered was
worth ‘hundreds of millions of dollars’ worldwide for telecommunications alone.”106

15 | The Eastern Arctic Patrol

367

