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POSTSCRIPT

One final note regarding Johnson’s connection to Wister. In April 1969,
Jean Johnson wrote to James McCook, formerly city editor of The Albertan,
one of the two Calgary dailies of the time, regarding the newspaper’s cor-
respondence with Wister in the early 1930s when the first “talkie” version of
The Virginian came out. McCook had contacted Wister at that time because
of rumours in Calgary that Johnson was the Virginian. McCook had not
kept detailed notes, but told Jean that Wister had replied to his telegram,
saying that “Johnson seemed to be the man, although he had not been in
touch with him for many years.” On the strength of this reply, The Albertan
had invited Johnson to go to the movie with a reporter from the paper. Mc-
Cook remembered that Johnson was extremely reluctant to go to the movie,
which made The Albertan believe that Johnson was no “put-up job.” Johnson
did not enjoy the movie!

Wister’s ambiguous reply to The Albertan is very puzzling. His response
appears to be the only time that he acknowledged who the Virginian was.
The closest he had come previously was to state that Corporal Skirdin was
the “type” that he had in mind when he wrote the novel. But why would he
say that Johnson “seermed” to be the man? Who knows what was going on in
Wister’s mind in the early 1930s? By then he was in his mid-seventies and
was not at all well; he had also become disillusioned with the West. Perhaps
he just thought it was time to stop being coy. After all, what did it matter
anymore? He died in 1938 at the age of seventy-eight. It is a great shame that
no one at the time had the understanding to follow up on Wister’s comment.
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