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Rethinking a Course: the Student 
as Teacher in Digital Storytelling  

lessons from the DS106-verse 



what is DS106? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Digital storytelling
University of mary washington, Fredericksburg Virginia
Jim Groom. Martha Burtis.
And a growing cast of people



Course Objectives 

• To develop skills in using technology as a tool for 
networking, sharing, narrating, and creative self-
expression 

• To frame a digital identity wherein you become 
both a practitioner in and interrogator of various 
new modes of networking 

• To critically examine the digital landscape of 
communication technologies as emergent 
narrative forms and genres 
 



University of Mary 
Washington 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Small liberal arts college.
4000 students.
Largest lecture hall less than 200 students.
DS106
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Presentation Notes
500-1500 active students
1500 total, and their have been 400 registered students and 1100 open, online students



Presenter
Presentation Notes
DS106.us





Presenter
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Jim @ TEDxNYC
Photo by Mikhail Gerschovich



engaging 



“…I would certainly warn future students about 
how time-consuming it can be — not because it 
really has to be, but because there’s a good 
chance you’ll just end up wanting to put more 
work into the things you’re creating.” 
 
- cryptovalence 



“To future DS106 students: Do not wait until the 
last minute to do your assignments because you 
will feel stupid when you look at other people’s 
laboriously created works, and yours was clearly 
made the night before.” 
 
- Annie 



creative 
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By Giulia Forsythe, Brock University







Presenter
Presentation Notes
By Rowan Peter, Melbourne Australia
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By Hannah Weeks
http://the-weekly-update.com/wait-what-sitcom-is-this/
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Presentation Notes
By cryptovalence
http://blog.cryptovalence.com/?p=159
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By Danny Price
http://blog.bonzosbruha.com/if-you-havent-seen-this-movie-or-read-the-book-for-that-matter-you-are-silly/





collaborative 
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Student-built website to showcase inspiring student work



Presenter
Presentation Notes
RI12211 took the Rocky movie poster and replaced the text to make it DS106.
Procsilas took that modified poster and wrote some code in OpenProcessing to modify the image further.
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Students remixing each others’ assignments



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grant potter – UNBC – “wouldn’t it be cool if we had a radio station?”
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Radio shows by groups of students
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Fundraiser for non-credit students to pitch in to support the course.





DS106 
 

#4life 
 

questions? 


