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Academic Dishonesty

§ Academic dishonesty is an 
ongoing issue in higher 
education 

§ Institutions have developed 
and/or refined their policies, 
procedures and practices to 
attend to various aspects of 
academic integrity

§ Often actions are more of a 
punitive response than 
preventive

(Busch & Bilgin, 2014; Carroll & Duggan, 2005)

How can we be more 
pro-active with regard 
to academic integrity?



University of Calgary

No campus-wide 
Academic Integrity 

(AI) tutorial
Supports are online 

on campus

Werklund School of 
Educa?on: Leader 
for online learning

AI online has been 
ignored

Context



The Goal

No centralized academic 
integrity tutorial

Prior to 2017, no group 
working in the design of 

support for online 
students 

Goal of the Project: 
To improve accessibility 

to academic integrity 
materials for online and 

blended students



Tutorial Design

1. Scanned Exis6ng Modules/Tutorials
§ Internal (campus-wide) and na4onal scans of academic integrity modules

2. Iden6fica6on of Content
§ Selec4on of content areas
§ Combina4on of topics

3. Engagement of University Community
§ Consulted with faculty members, received feedback & reviewed content

4. Design
§ Crea4on of the plan with topics, resources and naviga4on
§ Wri4ng of content & crea4ng videos

5. Pilot
§ Implementa4on of online tutorial with Desire2Learn, enrollment of first 

group of students



SoTL Grant: Context

Grant (2017-2020)
§ Inves2gated what other 

ins2tu2ons, along with 
facul2es on our own campus 
— What are they doing in 

terms of educa2ng and 
being pro-ac2ve with 
regard to academic 
integrity?

§ Crea2on of the Online 
Academic Integrity Tutorial 
— Series of modules

§ Design-based Research 
Methodology 
— Survey
— Interviews

Modules:  Contain specific topic 
content 
§ Definition and strategies
§ Resources (e.g., videos, 

literature)
§ Survey question or learning 

task 

Purpose is to engage the user in 
applying the information to assess 
participants’ understanding. 

Modules are short and concise
§ Option of accessing additional 

resources at the discretion of 
the user.  









Findings

§ Internal and external environmental scans provided both 
content and process perspec4ves. 
—Content analysis:

§ Revealed common features of tutorials (e.g., 
readings, videos, interac4ve exercises, quizzes, and 
links to ins4tu4onal policy).  

—Process analysis:
§ Allowed for engagement with stakeholders

§ Through the DBR process, 
—Con4nued to bring people into the conversa4on on 

academic integrity to raise greater awareness in being 
pro-ac4ve in educa4ng students. 



Challenges

§ Ge#ng students to use the resource and ge#ng 
feedback
— Change: Tutorial available on the landing page of D2L for 

undergraduate and graduate programs.

§ Need for insAtuAon backing and support

§ Limited direcAon on where the tutorial should be 
posiAoned in a program as an educaAonal resource 
— Before the start of program
— During first semester
— Offered throughout a program



Significance of the Inquiry for Higher Education

§ The work adds to the knowledge base about 
developing a pro-ac7ve and preventa7ve learning 
culture for academic integrity

§ Our project is grounded on an evidence-informed 
approach in offering integrity educa7on to support 
student success

§ Tutorial is created, now the next steps
—Fostering greater interac7on between policy and 

educa7onal prac7ce 
§ Goal is to support the shiC toward a preven7ve approach 

to academic integrity
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