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ABSTRACT 

Canada, a country of opportunhies, has long beai a destination for the Chinese. This 

joumey has generally been successfiil since rnany iEunilies were able to find material oomfor. 

But immigrant parents and th& descendants stniggied to integrate two different and at times, 

antagonistic ailtrires. This dturation process appears most pronounced in the second- 

generation of immigrants since the fint-gaieration cling to th& ethnic values wtiüe the second- 

generation tries to bridge tk cultural chami. 

This thegs investigates intergenaational and cross-cuitural conflict issues faced by 

second-gaieration Chinese. F i - &  of these immigrants were intemiewed on education, 

grades, dating rnarriage, ancestor worship, and parental suppon The discussion focused on 

whether women experienced more confiict than men in each of the six topics. Results showed 

that women fdt greater connict in five ofthan This conclusion has important implications for 

the perception of immigrants and suggests that educational pro- sensaive to these women 

shouid be designd 
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PROBLEM DEEINITION 

Considerable research has been conducted on the acculturation proces of new 

immigrants into c o d e s  of destination. These efforts have paved the road to a smoother 

aansition for first-generation immigrants as govment  organizatiom aid in the adjustment 

period. However, l e s  emphasis has been directeci on the pro- faced by the children of these 

original immigrants. The purpose of this research is to augment this less undersfood 

phenornenon and investigate the nature of intergenerational conflict between second-genedon 

Chinese adult children and th& parents in Calgary, Alberta, Eom the children's perspective. 

Furthexmore, an attempt will be made to unravei the pokntial sources of this confiict and 

determine whether there are differences m the degree of codlict stpenenced by males and 

fernales. 

Shce the basic concepts ofculture,  CO^^ acculturation, and assimilation will be used 

throughout this thesis, it would be best to define the rneaning of these ternis now. Culture is a 

body of howledge that consists of values, perceptions, and practices that are shared arnong 

the mernbers of a &en society and are passed on h m  one generation to the n a  Culture 

provides the larger context in which human conflicts occur. Its interdependent parts require 

wnfüct to stimulate and reorgante its system over time (Timg-Toomey, l98S:72). As a result, 

confiict "is Cor the most part a rubber concept, being stretched and molded for the purposes at 

hand? vmg-Toomey, l98Wl). Acculturatîon is the adoption of the dtural patterns of the 

iarger Society (LeJ952319) dereas assmiîlation is the process by which groups of 
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individuais relinquish their dturaI i d e  and move into the larger society (Georgas and 

Kalantzi-App,1992:229). An individual's degree of dturation or assimilation can be 

dehed on a continuum because it varies for each member of sociery. 

The term "Chinesen deserves some clarification. In this study, 1 am specificaiiy 

concemed with individuals of Chinese ethnicity whose parents' country of birth is in the Far 

East, e.g, China, Hong Kong Malaysia, Taiwan, and Viemam. ccSecond-generation" refen to 

those cMdren whose parents were 5rs-t-generation immigrants in Canada 

Children of immigrant parents live in a distinct psychosocial world since they walk 

between two very differenî cultures. These bid tu ra t  hdivÏduals often experience conflicts of 

value, 0th-se known as the "second-genedon dilemma". Chinese cMdren in partidar 

find some aspects of their parents' traditional attitudes obsolete. Hence, they are ofken 

ashamed of their beliefs. In Chinese thinking, a child remains a chiid ofthe parent regardes of 

hîs or her age. H e  or she Sauld remaiq both emotionally and financiaüy, attacheci to the 

parents throughout me. In Western thinking, parentai dependence gradually ceases once a 

child tums eighteen years. These divergent poles of belief can potentially mate wdct  in 

areas such as pressure for achievement, e g ,  education, or in interracial damig and marriage. 

THESIS ORGANlZATION 

In order to mate some stnicûm and fiame the issues in the problem statement, this 

thesis is oqganid h o  six addihond chapters: a litgdhne review, a description of the înteMew 

process, three separate chapîers on the analysk and ixxteqmtation of the data, and finaüy, a 
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wrapup chapter on summary, conclusion and implications. A briefbtroduction will predude 

each topic and subseqllent dÜipters wiü d i m  them in more d d  

A Literaturereview 

Since any body of research rarely stands alone and isolated Eom all other works, a 

composite review comainnig rdated literature is a nahnal Iaunchpad for îhs thesis. The rwiew 

itseif is divideci into three sections: traditional Chinese famüy values, traditional versus 

contemporary Chinese famüy values and the Chinese experience in Canada. 

Traditional Chinese famüy values 

Many o f  the present-day d u e s  of Chinese parem~ in Canada stem fkom traditional 

Chmese miety, and as such, one cannot understand the modern Chinese M y  without 

waIkïng in its past The kinship system of traditional China was based on male dominance. 

Each rnember's role was rigidly prescn'bed by age, gender7 and generation. From an early age, 

the children are made a .  of their fimue roles, boys as providers and girls to obedidy seme 

the fâxniiy hto whkh they marry. Hence, the elders prefér the bïrth of a son over a daughter- 

Chinese children o h  gew up with extendecl Euriiy wfiere Smct des, such as respect 

and obedience, were followd Filiai p i q ,  the mord groimd of Chinese thinking, is coucheci in 

the &des and expectatiom of the elden. It has perpetuated intergaiedoonal relationships 

for centuries* Eiders, a highly prked conmiod. in the Chinese culture, represent wisdom and 

experience @hooper7 l99l:7O). In rd-Hie, féw h d i e s  had &tient financiai resources to 

promote strict piety behavior. A more interdependent relahonsbip evolved between the 
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gendons in niral China But in the d a n  areas, the level of mterdependence was more 

difficult to meanne because each member usuaiiy worked outside the home. 

Tmditionat versus contemporary Chinese famiy values 

Canadian historiai forces helped shape the evolution of the Chinese M y .  

DiscrimnÜuory govemment Iegislation bmed many Chinese immigrant men nom entering into 

certain occupations, eg., medical praiiioner. Consequently, îhey rnigrated hto s e ~ c e  trades 

andlor entrepreneursbïp (Dawson,1991:74). This forced-choice of occupations made it 

necessary for many immigrant wives to work in parblership with th& husbands in ninning the 

fkmily enterprise. This in turn M e d  the imporîance of Mer-son to husband-wife as the 

centrai dyad and ecpaiked the power positions of both gendm within the Ianiiiy. Thus, the 

ailtural tradition of gender inequalisr in Canada has been r d y  challengeci. An economic 

restnicairing of the M y  d t e d  and the nuclear famüy unit emerged 

Since much of th& t h e  is devoted to paid employment outside the home today, many 

Chmese wives are unable to or p& not to miraire and care for th& spouse's eldedy parents. 

As welI, prof&onal success has pl& new demands on the younger generatioq hence some 

modifications to aadirionai filial behavior has taken place. This is a new way of thinking for the 

Chinese elders who relkhed th& self-esteem h m  rdationships of interdependence. As 

children growing up m the Company of extendeci famüy in their homeland, they learned that 

mutual dependency between fbdy members is a oatinal way to iive- With th& strong beliefm 

filial piety, the elders arpected compleîe dwotion h m  th& diildm m the new country- This 

is the manner m which pride and prestige was gamered, a phïiosophy opposiîe ofthe Western 
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pcactice of independence. As a dt, value conflits have become more comrnon between the 

generations. 

The Chinese experience in Canada 

The previous discusst*ons apply generally for ail Chinese f'àmilies. This section 

specifically looked at the conditions that Chinese immigrants discovered upon their arriva1 in 

Canada. The first wave of male immigrants into Canada left behind fàmilies in China to work 

on the Canadian Pacifie Railway. For marry, the search for econonic success was dZ£icult as 

they were met with sewre discrimination and the government imposeci Chmese head taxes. The 

Chinese ExcIusion Law o f  1923 ostensibly halted Chinese immigration to Canada. This period, 

fiom 1923 to 1947, became known as the "dark age" in Chinese immigration history 

(Hoe, 1987: 150). During these tough years, some of these men tumed to relatives or other 

people of the same kinship to start their own enterprises. This cycle of help and loobg for 

support and resources nom withli the W y  and the Chinese commun@ continued even for 

the ht-generation of local-born chilcim. Atter ai l  on Chinese immigration were 

lifted in 1967, -y r d d o n s  took place (Yeung, N82:6). Wnres and children joined the 

male heads and becarne active contniutors to th& own Famüy operatiom. By this the, the 

dEcuit experimces of the past had created a weU entrenched amitude ofreliame on the M y Y  

This attitude of the fêmily pooling resources and stniggbg for succpss wouid become a 

hallmark of expectanons for fhre  generations. 

Today, with many of -y types, one could place fmt- and second- 

generatîon findies h o  two very broad categorks ofassunip.tr*om~ the Iess-educated parents 
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who work in the enclave c o m ~  (Chinatom) and the white-coîlar M y  with higher 

socioeconomic status. In both sc&os, the decision-making power of the couple is equaiized 

as husband and d e  becorne CO-breadwinners. White there are variations to this pattern where 

the wife assumes the d e  of helper rather than eqwi partner (Wong 1988WY)y gai* there 

is a trend toward mutual çharing of responsibility for most aspects of family He. In the 

meanwhiie, many Chinese parents continueci to prdse the traditonal vaiues leamed in the old 

country. When this happeneci, some children encountered a 'hig O' wa?' over which vaiues to 

adopt They see some inconsistency between the values taught at home and sociai rewards of 

Canadian socîety. 

The iiterature review provides a rough map of the research that had been done in the 

field as well as a historical context with which to put the research in perspective. Wdh this 

backdrop in mind, 1 made a decision to pro& wiih a series of interviews with second- 

generation Chinese immigrants to seaire the primary data A description of this pro- will be 

given next 

B. Interview of second-generation Chinese men and women in Cal- 

A semi-stniaured survey with quantitative and qualitative questions was prepared The 

interview itseff consisted oftwo cornponents: first, a sexies o f g e n d  questions with stnictured 

* * responses were nrlministered, folowed by more delicate questions in open-ended format. The 

snowbaIl technique was used to draw the study sampIe atter remdment efforts throt@ two 

Chinese ciubs and aSSOciati011~ did not ateract enough respodents. Frfty-six w n d e n t s ,  26 
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maies and 30 fanales, were intervieweci h m  August through October 1996. Their ages 

ranged h m  17 to 50 years. 

C. Findings and discussion of the intenriew questions 

The raw data nom the quantitative portion of the interview were cornputer-coded and 

dien I calculaîed some simple descriptive statistics, e.g., fiequenq distniutions and cross- 

tabulations, for the purpose of interpretaton. Paîtexn analysis was used for the quaitatve 

portion 

D. Summary, conclusion and implidons 

AL1 the key elernents of the study are bmught together in this final chapter. The major 

hd ings  are discussed in the summary. Concluding rernarks on the findings and hypothesis, 

made in support of the already rich literaîure on the Chinese, Iend a gender perspective to the 

worid of edudonal re~eafch, 

A C C U L ~ O N q n O N O R K  

Befiore we begin with the actual anal-, it it is to fornuilate a general hmework 

for the process of dhuat ion  The briefddption that follows wiu provide an outline for 

the amlysis of the survey resuits. 

It has been reported that htergenerational confIict between immigrant parents and th& 

cbiidren is more severe because amhmtïon takes place at Varymg rates fbr eadi group. 

According to the progressive removal continuum, progressive renioval frorn the etbnic ailhire 
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o m  as the awamess and intenialization of  Western nomis increase (Fong1973:124). 

However, there are several variations of this general theme. The Japanese attitude toward the 

host cuiture, for wampie, has been repre~ezrted by Osako and Li's cmdïnear pattern The 

first g e n d o n  ding to aradition, the secund-generation shy away fiom it, and the third- 

generation revert and rediscover their cultural roots despite their extensive acculturation 

(Osako and Li 1986: L 52). "Straight-line" theory argues that acculturation begins the moment 

immigrants arrive in the host coimay and each local-born g e n d o n  adturates fbrther and 

raises its statu vis-a-vis the prewious (Montera, 198 l:83 5). In facS today's second-gendon 

rnay only acculhuate inîo a segment of culture or what is cded biculturat (Gans, 1992: 188). 

Saidies show that despite evidence of acculturation to certain Westem noms over 

Mie, immigrant fhiiies generally continue to rnaintaÏn some traditional aspects of family Hee 

Wakd, Siddique, and Wakil(1981) provideci an insightfid look at the higw selective approach 

of socializaton for immigrant children, They daim that these fimilies resisted changes in their 

core values but accepted alterations in pragmatic aspects oftheir iives. 

The 'Toreign" phpical features of Chinese conhue to generate stereotypical 

asslrmptions about th& ethmc character by the non-chinese population. One of the more 

p o w d  staeotypes relates to the presumed tie of Chuiese with th& home country. As a 

dt, outsiders are in disbeliefwhen they leam second-, third-, and fourth-gendon ChÏnese 

are uritamiliar with their ancestors' lmguage and ailture @tanof 198 1: 126). However, th- 

are Chinese who are undortabIe with th& cuhrd iderrtities and exhiiit indifference or 

negative attitudes toward anybo6, who act ive  promoted th& aittural haitage. But lately, 

there has been a resurgmce of interest in Chinese commrmity issues by the young Chinese 
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(Fong1973:125). It seans that the degree of desired acRilturation and the rate of 

acculRuation for dEererrt people is not automatic. The stemtype of Chinese people behg a 

homogeneous group that think aWre because they look the same is not acairate. People have 

distinct attitudes relative to th& own individuai pace of acculturation. 

Many older people, age 40 and over, s t i l  prefer to think and act in the traditional way 

and expect the same behavior fiom th& cMdren (Yeung1982:lO). Shce the identity of 

immigrant parents (or fkt-generation) are anchoreci to roks or groups, they perce~ed their 

children's higher pace of acculturation to be an identity threat @oekestijn,1988:94; 

Gans, 1979: 12). There are generational differences in acculturation 

Chinese parents have adopted two d o n  patterns to couriter their chiIdrenYs 

accutturation rate. F i  in their desire to ensure cultural continuity7 the parents stress Old 

Worid traditions, aistoms, history, and language more rigidly than in th& home countxy. h e y  

are of the belief that it is their responsiiüay and obligation to incuicate the "Chmeseness7' in 

th& children, As a cuTlSequence, many second-generation Chmese children attend Chinese 

language school outside ofregular school hours (WongJ988250). Speaking or leaming the 

mother tongue is seen as the ailture &If: In most instances7 the issue of language is the single 

most important &or in ailturai conflict between the Hérem generations. In a study of 

Greek-Amexhns, gaierational con£iïct (strongest betweea ht- and second-generations) is 

caused p r i d y  by bamers in language @0~1~etaris,1990:I46)~ Language desdies danal 

cure dues. By taking appropriate action, parents hope to dehy the a c a h d o n  process of 

their children (Chq198826). Second, the parents may rqCect th& chikiren's "Yoreîgnn ideas 

and behaviors; anything considered non-chinese is barbaricc They b&we that a Chinese by 
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race should behave ike a proper Cbinese regardles of th& nationaliry. ûnly a Caucasian 

person is a mie Canadian. 

ChiIdren undergomg accultiiration feel more conflict relative to adults because thqr 

have not yet devdoped a d o n a l  perspective in which to understand th& bicultural 

smiation Some fée1 enormous pressure h m  host society to wdorm (Koirrvetanq~330:146), 

and riaturauy the children, being bred in the country desire the equal status (S-199223). 

However, not al1 children experience the same kind of codlict nor to the same degree. Over 

tirne, the young Chinese in North Amerka have becorne better rnatched in their psycho10pical 

make-up and general behavior to their host society Tong, 1973 :123). 

There are four broad, but not mutually exclusive, character mes of yoimg Chinese at 

present. In the fkst group, some individuals overidentin, with th& Cacasian fiends and go 

out of their way to ccprove" that they are Western in their behavior. nieir defiance of paranal 

values can result in straîned M y  relationshîps &ee,1984:24;Yeung,1982:43). Such an 

individual might be perceived as more likely to engage m mtermamage. In the second group, 

the person does not believe in open disobedience and hence, i h s  intemai confiict whai his or 

her own personal feelùgs disagree with parentai e x p d o n s .  They stay fierdy loyal to 

f k d y  obligations and associate mainly with 0 t h  ClMese (Je, l98436;Yeung l982:43). The 

ttiird group does not feel that complete obedience to traditional values is possible. They ''waik 

the Iinen between the two cultures. Members remain respectfiil to the 014 the-honored ways 

but thq. have a fàvorable rapport with the host society. Th& parents are generaüy happy with 

th& Chmese orientation but less so with th& disobedience (Sue and Sue, l973:I2O). F i ,  

some cHdren adopt differpnt roles, one role at home with parents and another outside the 
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home. This group feels "margnialized * .  " or tom between two cultures because this person 

canot  i d e  with either set of noms (Chq19882626phoopert l99I:67;Sam,199223;Sue 

and SueJ971). 

In summary, previous studies have extensiveiy explored the issues of acculturation, 

aoss-cuIturaf adjusûnent and intergenerationai relations. In this repoq 1 will atternpt to take a 

narrower focus and examine the impact of gender on c r o d t u r a l  and intergendonal 

conflict for second-grneration Chinese immigrants. This refmed definition of oo&ct has led to 

the formulation of this hypothesis: Chinese women should qerience a greater overail level of 

connict than men due to the evolving role of wo&g women. In other words, the lev& of 

codct  felt is o h  dependent upon the gender of the individuai. The research will endeavour 

to provide evidence for the above. 

Chapter two wïii take a look at some of the traditional Chinese W y  values and th& 

incorporation into the hoa society. This marks a logical starting point since UitageneratioFal 

conflict has a greater probabiiity of ocamhg whm there are value disnepancies. 

SIGMFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

A large volume of literanirr has been Wfitten on intergeneratiod confiict, Chinese 

conflicts have typiCany concentrated on immigrant parents and th& chiidrai with no gender- 

s p d c  differenaation. However, 1 féel thar Chinese-Canadian fernales &ce a common set of 

dilemmas that has a potential to create amte confiict between the generations. The rationale is 
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that the changhg role of women in contempomy society creates additional pressures for most 

Chinese fernales. 

To&yYs women have a dualistic amaide toward thar life orientation pmipitated by 

th& own andior th& parents' imrm'gration Naidoo and Davis (1988) conducteci a midy of 

South hian women and found that immigrant f idies are making gradd adjustments in their 

concepts about M y  life that are bringing them closer to the Canadian n o m .  Previous 

traditional attitudes that relate to the women's respomiilities of homemaking and chiid- 

rearing are changing to include career aspirations for thernselves and their daughters. No 

longer are men solely respo~i~iile for the h c i a l  support of the famix men and women share 

qua1 responsiiilities in and outside the home. This conternporary or modem attitude is a 

reflection of the values and beli& of mainstrearn society. However, in spite of mer 

adturation, the immigrant women see their primary staais to be that of wives and mother 

with careers bang l e s  important (Nandi and Fernandq1994:I). These traditional attitudes 

relate to views about the place of men and women in society (saaial division of labor) and 

rernain d e y  rwted Ïn immigrant families. 

In the book IIN GUO: Voices of Chinese Canadian Women, the Women's Book 

Cornmittee (1992) brou& together a rich collection of oral history fiom Chinese-Canadian 

daughters. The purpose ofthis publication was to present the historical qeriences of the 

Chinese women Afla all, 'kromen's history is equaiiy as impoaant as men's history, 

regardlas of n u m b d  @. 11)- Cenain patterns emerged through the dBerent ihgmentaxy 

stones, especiany around the themes o f i d e ,  marriage, parents and education This diverse 

amy of mtimate accomts were virant yet painstakmg m its ab* to recapture the negative 



13 

dmitae of sexism, within and outside of f h d y  bomdaries. Many of the women's s i d a .  

feelings were heard mu generatiod boundaries and the clash of dues  were WlINStaken, 

But what range of s o d  implications are attachai to these conûicts? 

One example f?om the IIN GUO book is Grace Lee's stand agauist her f W f s  

preference to sponsor her brothers for higher ducation, She "wddn't stand the archaic 

t W g  ofthe Chinese that f d e s  shouldn't shidy - that they wodd never succeed" (p.130). 

Her desire to prove them wrong was unwielding. Grace rebelied and financed her own way 

through a teacher's program and never manied, much to her hther's dismay. Her M e r  held 

staunch cultural expectations of gender roles, hence he was unsupportive of his daughter's 

ambitions. Fortunateiy, &ce mahued h o  a responsille citizen with no long-tenn social 

deViances. But in con- the domentary, 'The Evelyn Lau Stoxf' showed how a Chinese 

teenage nmaway feil into the trap of h g  and alcohol addiction because of difiïculties in 

acculturating Her parents were traditional Chinese and Evelyn found Ieaving home the O* 

way to escape th& controbg ways. The film showed Evelyn's breaking point to be her 

mother's scolding comment on being 'Yoo fia'. How was she to attract dors?  Evelyn 

wanted to Iive a normai teenage d e n c e  but in the meantirne, her mother was budy  fhbg 

her as a prize catch. It was her motk's desire to see Evelyn &ed off to a good Chinese 

hdy .  This is an extrane example of a negative social implication that arose out of different 

ways of thmkmg and it highligtits the high stakes that are hvolved in poor acculturation that led 

to high Ievels of intergenerational conflict, 
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This topic is of particular relevance to educators in the multiculturalisrn and cross- 

aitairal fields. This type of knowledge would not only aid in the acculturation process of 

newcomers, but through its discourse, "provide students wàh a lem through which to examine 

sociq,  not so much in order to understand what students thidc they know about othen, but 

more importady, for what we don't know about ounelves" (Sefi Dei,1991:41). It would 

heip educators, more eflicientiy and effêctbely, design new educational programs, e.g., 

rnulticuituratxsm lesson planning for elmentary chilcirem, or revise existing uuricula in 

women's midies. In the instance of Evelyn Lay perhaps a *hdp support group for second- 

generation women faQng similar hardships, Mght have alieviated some of her exnotional 

turmoil. This open forum and mutual sharing wodd provide Evelyn with an umbrella of 

cornfort, and hence make her reajze that embarkîng on the streets is not the only a m e r  to her 

problans. By taking these preventabive meaSuTes now, R is hoped that fbtue governent 

intwention programs wiil be kept to a minimum, 

The role of Chinese women has steadily changeci as a result of the migratory process 

oveneas. The blurring of roles wiU continue as traditional Etrrnly values are reddined witIiin a 

Canadian c o n t a  This issue, a sigdicant source of potentiai confi& and other issues wiU. be 

disaissed in Chapter two. 

In summary, the thesis d d  aid in undastandmg the accutturaton process and culturai 

conflict for Chmese immigrants. But it a h  has impIications for the iess exp1ored area of 

genda bias in these fields and it leads to the question of whether or not gender issues are in 
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tàct more signifiant than cuiturai issues. While this is outside the scope of this p r o j q  the 

findings wouid certahiy be the basis of additional research. 



This chapter expands on the three main thernes of traditional Chese  M y  values, 

traditional versus ccntemporary Chinese fâmily values and the Chinese s<periaice in Canada 

that were introduced m Chapter one. 

lRADITI0NA.L CHINESE FAMlLY VALUES 

The literature highbghted several distinct elements that characterized traditional 

Chinese f values. I chose to focus on the three that appeared to have the greatest e£Eèct 

on intergenerational and c r o d t u r a l  codiict, These are: gendonal  cohesion, elderly 

reverence and d e  dominance. 

A. Generational cohesion 

Central to the social organiration of the Chinese village is the extendeci M y .  Children 

usuaüy grew up in the company of adults, not oniy th& parents, but also mernbers of the 

extended f Social mdependence was generaUy not emphasized as children were expected 

to iive at home until they mrried at an appropriate age vsai,1986:162). Rather, ctiildren 

leamed that r n d  dependensr between M y  members and strict social des  are a naturai 

way of life (Lee, l984;Yeung,l98291). Some wamples of these social d e s  include respect 

and obedience, p d o n  of harmo~, and repression of emotions as themes of saia 

disciphe and control, proper conduct, and acceptanœ of social obligations @senthal and 

Fddrna~~, 1990:497;Ymg 1982:8). 
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Filial piety, loyal devotion to one's parents, is the moral fiber that govems Chinese 

thiuking (Davis-Friedmann, lgW48). Couched in parentai attitudes, its main purpose is to 

regulate the parent-child relationship as long as the child lived. From parent to cMd, piety has 

four obügatoiy subcomponents. In its most lïterai translation, this Confiician belief fàvored 

the rights of the old over those of the young and legithkd power in the parents' hm&. The 

child m u t  (1) obey and respect his or her parents, (2) beget a son to continue the iineage, (3) 

support thern in old age, and (4) garner prestige by hi& professional achievements, brkiping 

honor to parents and ancestors (Osako and Liy1986:130). 

Strong parentai role models are emphasUed in Chinese-Çanadian childrearing. Whether 

the parents were professionais who stimulated UiteilectuaI conversations7 or a d e r  who 

worked long hours for m a g e  wages, they trained the chiid to bring honor to his or her Eunily 

(Tsai,1986:163). Filial piety occupies the highest prionty step on the value ladder in traditionai 

China It is expiicitly demandeci that support ofparents by duit children take p r d e n c e  over 

d other obligations (Kim, Kim and Hixh, 199 1 23T&in, 1985: 14). A son's miality is measured 

by his materiai success and the material cornfort he can provide for his parents. Parents in 

retum, were required to give linle to the diild beyond basic susteniince. 

Education is big& valued in the Chinese fârnily. Chinese parents wiîl undergo extreme 

financial d c e  and hardship so that their cMdren can receive maximum education. This 

value on education may stem nom several factors: the parents' traditional Confllcian respect 

for l&g, the rraliration that edudon is an avenue by which their chikiren can gain seanity 

and a better life than they had, and the eievated s o d  status that the parents receive in the 

Chinese commumty if* have a conegeeducated or professonal chiid (Wong1988250). 
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In actual practice, fw fimilies have been weaithy enough to prornote strict piety 

behasior. This was particularly the case amongst moa working-class (fimhg) villages in d 

Chha where intergenerational cooperation was essential. lnitialiy, parents cared for their 

children but as parents gew old, a more interdependent rehtiomhip evolved between the 

generations that rdected the increased eaniing power of the young @avis- 

Friedmann, 1 99 1 :48). This interdependence trait remains between parentchüd relations 

because neither generation can live as wen on their own. The generations, knitteâ together into 

a un* each pdonn the tasks that maxhize the eaniings for the entke household. The levels 

of interdependence, however are more âïflicult to rneasure in urbm fiundies @& 

Friedmann, 199 1 :5O). Each working member is d-mfEcient, that is, his employrnent status is 

not reliant on the eaming abiiity of the 0 t h .  Parents and diildm do not pool ai i  ofth& 

salaries into one budget Even though the bais for cohesion is lesseneci in urban areas, the 

cuihiral practice established by a history of previous nrral ensures continueci 

generational cohesion even in these locations. 

B. Elderly reverence 

Great value is placed on the past by the Chinese, and as such, ancestor worship is 2 

vital Chinese reiigious p-ce- Older Chinese penons represent a link to the past and d is 

beliwed th they wiiI join the ancestors to be worshipped when they die @n,1985:5). 

Growing old is regarded as a blessing. Although the physical strength of the eiderfy had 

declined, th& source of status is extracteci fiom emiched lifé expaiences and knowiedge 

(Dhwper, 199 1 :7O). 
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To elderiy Chinese parents, what it means to be old is the fùEhent of filial piety @III, 

Kim and Hbh, 199 1 :XI). The beiief in co-cesidence, mentioned in Cheung's study (1 989) as a 

traditionai value category, is thought to help promote carhg parent-child relationships. 

Although the traditional structure of Chinese society has never been reproduceâ in North 

America, older Chinese pesons believe that their traditional dues about aging, fàmilies, and 

children should per'st and be p r o t d .  

The strength of the bond between Chinese parents and their chiidren has been the 

subject of considerable research in North America. It has been shown that Chinese children 

show greater concem and devotion toward th& eldm than Cmcasi= chiidren. In addition, 

they are the primaiy source of assistance for the elderiy Chinese and not social service agencies 

(Wong, 1988:250). 

C. Maie dominance 

The traditional Chinese M y  is a rigid systern with a clear hierarchy prescn'bed by age, 

s q  and generationaf staais. The oldest paaiarch's authority is supposed to supenede di 

generational bomdaries (Wong l988fZ49). In the meadme, a d a  wife is expected tu serve 

her husband and hIaws. The subordination role of wives to theîr husbands relate to the 

subordmation role of wornen to men m hraditional Chinese society. As a mother, she 

commands the cbildren and decides what is best for fhern (Wong 1988249). The chüdren are 

expected to obey both of thek parents and show respect for all elders (Yeung 1982Z). 

Variations to the traditionai &rdy &st in real life in C h k  In rural Familes, the head 

of the household is wiaILy the ad& who eams the highest incorne. ControI offâmiiy assets 
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becorne the provision of the most vitai, best-paid worker since income-eamhg abüity of 

working members varied in direct proportion to changes m hedth whiie authority reigns with 

the older grneration @avis-Fri- 1991 :8 1). Head of househoId m urban Eimilies has a 

differeat interpreraton The title bdàüs the member who maùitains the household budget. 

Determination of authority is based on the financial superiority of one generation over another. 

The young gain stahire d e n  the old leave the workplace @avis-Friedmann, l99L :8l). For 

both rurai and urban situations, quarrels cerrtred mainly on finances and the a r e  of 

grandchildm can resuit in total estrangement, but this is rare (DaMs-Friea1991:71). 

The father-son relationship is the comerstone of the Chinese W y Y  The birth of a son 

is preferable to rhat ofa daughter. The Chinese adage, "A boy is bom Eicing in; a girl is bom 

fàcing out" means that sons preserve the sacred heage, while daughters wouid be a primary 

ben& to the famüy into which they married (Mark and Chih,l982:61;Yeung,1982:8). 

Merent trament of the two sexes begins at biah Boys are expected to take responsiiilîty in 

the fàmiiy business and be more diligent in th& studies- The training of a daughter is aimeci at 

f i h g  her to be a proper wifi motha, and daughter-blaw- Educatiod oppomuiites were 

often denied to fernales because it was thought of as  an endangerment to femuiine wnie 

@ee, 1984-21). Ambitions wodd compt the devotion of a wife to her husband, and daughter- 

m-law to her f h r e  motha-in-law (Fong, W3:I 19). In time, girls corne to l em the three 

obediences ofthe Conftcian doctrine: to obey the M e r  d e n  unmarried, obey the husband 

&en marrieci, and obey the sons whea widowed (Tsai,1986:157). Chinese womm were 

pl& tmder the controI of  the d e s  fiom thar birth to de& 



Many parents purposefûily cultivate the loyahy of sons over that of daughters. The 

reason is that in rurai China, parents of d ages continue to rely almost exclusivey on sons for 

financial support, Urban parents though turn equaiiy to daughters. The shift away f?om the 

traditional pref'ience for sons can be partiaiIy acplamed by new employment opportwiities for 

wornen This conscious pderence and behavior adjustment reflect the new incorne 

redimiution of M y  members @lavis-Friedmann, 199 1 :47). 

TRADITIONAL VERSUS C O N T E M P O W Y  CKCNESE FAMiLY VALUES 

Each ofthese three elments oftraditionai Chinese famüy values will now be compared 

with th& conternporary cornterpart in this section. The clash of values is often at the root of 

many intergenerational conflicts. 

A Generational cohesion v a  professionai success 

The desire for professional success7 under certain circumstances, can threaten 

generational cohesion The young do not depend on the old to make a Iiving as was the case in 

the homeland. Hïgher education has naairally opened the door to greater job prospects and 

new demands. Miny present-day ocaipatioos require the worker to move with the job. Most 

workers will compiy with these quirem- to ensure statu mobility- These pressures and 

commi.tment~ may sometimes întervene and take prioriry over M y  concems 

(Montero71981:833). As a resuit, the eldersr needs are considered an added responnbim 

beyond those of the professon. Some diildren find it a burden and an inconvenience, wÏthin 

th& personal scheduies, to accommodate parents and relatives- The value of the elders' 



22 

wisdom has even diminished, as f o d  channeis ofeducation has become better recognized for 

leamhg occupationai sküls Wh, I985:6). 

The chüd be wiUUig to remah filial in the traditional sense, but he or she might 

feei cornpellecl to modify or eliminate some of th& parents' behavior patterns to accomodate 

his or her present situation (Lin, 1985:U). For example, nowadays it is common for aU children 

to share in their parents' physical are. The degree to which each chiid can help however is 

dependent upon physical pro*, empIoyment, willingness to care andor emotional 

attachment (Kim, Kim and Hu&, 199 1242)). Hence, the fùifhent of piety obligation is more a 

rdection of personal attitude and praaical considerations. The duaiity of attraction mode1 

shows that while second-generation Japanese find the lure of socioeconomic advancement 

fiom the host society attractive, they aiso feel the codicting pull to remain in the ethnic 

corn* for identity ties. PracticaiIy though, the socioeconomïc advantages rnakes t 

unrealistic for the young to retum to the ethnic fold (Montera, 19822337). 

The changing Eimily structure is a h  threatening f b d y  solidarity- The extended M y  

was the ideal; the isolated nuclear W y  has now become the nom in this shifüng job market 

Under the traditional system, sons and their wives were scpected to sacrifice their marital 

loyaities in fiivor o f  &g for the e l d e  parents. This may no longer be viable nor desirable 

because many &es mentiy work outside the home. Thea statu and power wàhin the 

f5amilies are enhanced as a resuit of their wage-eaming ab* (Tsai,1986:158). Wfi new- 

found confidence, wives purposefùlly choose to separate their famiiy M h m  parentai 

interfiefence- They pr& not to care for h-laws in the traditionai sense. 



B. Elderiy rwerence versus y o d  centredness 

There are obvious differences between the expectations and needs of the Chinese 

elderly who came to this country as an addt and those who were bom ancilor raised here 

@hooper, 199 1 :70). The latter are perceivecl by many Chinese people to be l e s  traditional 

beuiuse they are irifluenced by the new culture (Ch- l989:457). 

An extra layer of needs is created for some Chinese elderiy with the conternporary, 

youthsriented Western society. The personal worth of the aged is discounteci relative to the 

Chinese culture. Changing M y  and soc id  values have undermined the cornmitment of 

Chinese chiidren to traditional n o m  and at the same time, reiieved them of their duv to care 

for aging parents. Individualkm and the nuclear W y  structure has taken centre stage in 

younger people's hes (Cheung, 1989:458;Rosenthal and Fe1dm.q l99U:49ï). This is vastly 

daferent fiom the traditionai Chinese d u e s  of niterdependence and close extendeci W y  

relationships. 

For the aged, reIationships with their adult children take on an added sense of 

importance. Not only do the children have more resources and options than th& parents, but 

they are, in fàct often the very reason the parents Ieft their home countq. There is greater 

expectation on the younger generatîon to su& and show gratiscafion to their parents as a ' 

result of their hardships. These hcreased expectations run counter to the children's more 

Westernized lifestyIe. The Chinese elders have basicaiiy forsaken a society in which they wouid 

have been viewed as fâmily treasures for a Society m wfiich th= is Me appreaation for 

growhg old (Lin, l98529). 
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The Chinese believe thai parents and children should be physically and psychologically 

attached (Rosenthal and Feldman,1990:511). Appropriate place and behavior for any &en 

person is d h e d  by his or her kingroup. He or she is acpected to d o m  to the dernands of 

estabiished social reality rather than changing re&y to suit individuai aspirations 

(Ywng1982:13). On the contrary, Western noms encourage children to take charge and 

make their own decisions. They have the nght to think for themselves and live th& iives as 

they see fit Any violation of these feelings is considemi an intrusion Hence, cMdren should 

feel fiee ofobLigaîion, commitrnent and tradition 

To rnmy Chinese, dationships ofinterdependence detemine one's worth. In Western 

thinking, it is better to die than beg for help. Whüe these parents struggle to rnamtain their 

dignity by being self-sti;fficieq the Chinese maimain then self-eseem by having someone on 

whom to depend (Jin, 198521). The Chinese view th& positions within a web of soaal 

relahomhips with ofkm demanding or even cordicting roles (Chen, 1988: 19). 1t is primady 

rhese social rdationships that determine the ernotiond well-being ofthe Chinese eldedy. 

C. Male dominance versus gender equality 

Each culture has a dominam dyad that is accorded caitral importance. The dyad is the 

ailnmation of all the society's values and subsequently, colors all ofsociety's relationships. In 

Westem society, the husband-Me dyad takes precedence over other dyads in the nudear 

m y y  Husband and wifè are supposed to have equal say in househoid mattersers Cbese  

s o c i q ,  on the other band, is dominateci by the Mer-son dyari For m p l e ,  in traditional 

Chinese society, the parents have greater say m the choie of th& son's f h r e  M e  than the 
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son as in the case of arranged maniages. The needs of the parents take precedence 

over the Inanid partners- Vertical reiationships are the fomdation of Chinese culture; a 

society oriented toward presemhg the status quo. In Canada, the Mer-son relationship 

matters l e s  than the husband-wife bond @in, l98S:ZZ). Stanis quo preservation is less tenable 

in a society where holizontai relationships prevaii and iinkage to the past is le& behind 

(Fong, 1973: 1 16). 

The culturai tradition of gender inequality is siill prevalent amongst the pre~em-day 

Chinese although the expanded role of immigrant wives have helped m o w  the gap. Women 

ofken toiled beside their husbands in ninning the family enterprise, e.g., dishwashers in 

restarirants and as derks in stores. The success of the famiy operation usually reiied on the 

labor of wives and cMdren. Home He and M y  iivelihood were ofien inseparable. Although 

the naditional Corrfiician model with Mer as the authority figure was foiiowed in fidies, 

chiidren were taught to Men to both parents. 

A variation to this pattern are those Chinese women employed in the labor market, 

namely those wodQag as Sewmg machine operators in garment indusbis. Commody seen as 

exploitmg their workers, the shops paid these women l e s  than minimum wage and no overthe 

pay (Tsai,l986: 159). The aCCLlfttUation process is heighxened for immim women in a new 

coimtiy due to the relative placements of men and women on the tradÎtional fhdy hierarchy. 

Her position is seriously chaiienged as the traditional roles of daughter, d e  and mother are 

redefined to include edudonai and career roles, Studies show that as Chinese women 

becorne more accufturated, there was a low coneiation between traditional values, ag., 

obedience to parents, and contemporary dues ,  e.g, career ambition (Lee, N84: 15). 
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In contrast to the garrnent workas is the growing segment of womai that have made 

inroads into the high-paid labor market, Their socioeconomic success oui be largely attniuted 

to their perseverance and higher education Neither the garment workers nor the extremely 

successful women profle represent the average Chuiese-Canadian woman. The majody of 

thern fidl sumewhere between these two groups, enrolled in higher leaming institutions or 

employed in professional and tedmical positions. Of Chinese women who did not have wilege 

degrees, most were employed as clerks and in other low-paying jobs. The numbers o f f e d e  

profesSonais have steadiiy increased as more Chinese women completed postsecondary 

degrees âom North American universities. In 1970,58 per cent of Chinese women in the age 

group of 18-24 yean were enrolled in school wMe 3 1 per cent in the age group of 25-34 years 

were employed in profeonal and technical jobs (TsaiJ986: 160). The expandeci role of the 

fernale head (rnother) as incorne eamer has irnproved the situation for the nm generation 

(daughter) (Mark and Chih, l982:66). There is growing acceptane for Chinese es to m e r  

th& education but merely as a means to locate better husbands or to satisfy parental 

scpectations (Tsai,1986:161). Other girls have faced raistance h m  parents in regard to 

getting aiiy higher e d u d o n  (Fong 1973 :120). 

The attitude that boys are more precious than their sisten continue to persist, after 

d e s  ofbeing ingraineci in the Chinese social character- Chinese males can pursue career 

or academic goals without feeling any direct chdenge to their traditional dommant position 

Howwer, geat sixides have beai taken by contempofary women during the past few decades 

to change th& image h m  weak subse~ence to soeal confidence (ïsaiJ988161). 
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Liberalizaton has ailowed these women more fkeedorn Thek Mers ,  brothers, and husbands 

have also leamed to show sensitivity to some of their emotional needs. 

THE CHINESE EXPERIENCE IN CANADA 

A retlection on the history of how Chulese have iittempted to integrate and d n u a t e  

into the Canadian lifèstyfe have provided an insight imo the Chinese character and some of their 

attitudes toward Western society and people. It is this context that wili set the stage to disais 

the three topics of this section: the formation of the Chinese -y, bridges o f  tramhion, and 

M y ,  c0dict ofvalues. 

A Formation of the Chinese M y  

The M y  is the hdamental unit of Chinese society. Being at the core of the value 

system, the stnicture and evolution of the fimüy affected the way Chinese think and a n  The 

present Chinese M y  and community He is best understood in light of its formation through 

different histoncal periods. The traditional extendeci M y  structure of C h  greatly 

duenced the presgd f h ü y  structuree The modem Western ideal consisting of oniy the 

conjugai unit of parents and children was practically non-aristent in traditional Chinese thought 

(CVong 1988236). 

The ht wave of Chinese aniveci to work on the Caoadian Pacifie Railway. M o a  of 

these immigrants had a sojoumer attitude and voraciously dung to the Chinese culture. They 

came to Canada m search of f inand  seauity, and some pianned to retum to th& homeiand 

once they made their fortunes (Chan,1987:12$b,198525)- Able-bodied men migratecl first, 
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and those who had intentions to stay made preparations in the hoa society for family to corne 

over iater. In the meamhile, men supported their fanrüies wiîh remittances. 

Eariy C h e s e  settiers led a very insulated lifestyte. BBefore 1920, bachdors sought 

cornfort and rrefiie in Chinatowns and formeci clan associations (Boekestijn,1988:83; 

Lee,1984:7). This forniaton of community was seai as a necessary defence a g a .  a hostile 

and discriminative environment or a voluntary attempt to preserve c u i d  identity through 

segregation (Dawson, 199 1 :74;J0hnsoq 1979:3 60). The conditions gave rise to split household 

M e s ,  a situation where the married Chinese d e  in Canada was ptiysidy separaîed fiom 

his wife and chüdren in China (WongJ988236). As a resuit, Cauasians thought the Chmese 

came to Canada without th& wives, refùsed to assidate and worked for petty wages 

(Chan, EWl:4O). 

The Chinese codd not be cornpletely blamed for not assimilahg into Canadian society, 

th& inabiJity to speak Engiish made association ciEcult. Instmitional racism was aiso p d y  to 

blame for the perceived delay of Chinese assimilation Certain govemment legislations 

suppressed the Chinese fiom full participation in the host society. Many Chinese fond 

themselves entrenched m meniai semice jobs, e.g, cooking (Chaq1991:41). The more 

r e s o u r d  Chinese became financîdy succesM businessmen despite lm that preverrted 

Caucasian women fiom being employed in these enterprises- Chinese immigrants were 

deliberâtely made as scapegoats for Canada's ecunornic iIls (SatzewichJ989320). A large 

nimiber were segqated m schook and exposed to physcal VioIence. 

Between 1920 and 1943, spb household famr?ies conhnued as the predominant fonn 

although the small producer f a d y  emerged- Second-generation local-bom chiIdren dMded 
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th& t h e  between helping out in the M y  enterprise and trying to exce1 scholasti*caily. 

Culturai ties between the Chinese famüy m Canada and the traditional -y in China 

continued (Wong, 1988). This tie gradually weakened as the f à d y  members becarne more 

adRirated because of th& exposure to hoa country values. 

. * .  Accompanied by the head tig a socioeconomic form of ciiscnmuiation, the Chinese 

Exclusion Law was hîroduced in 1923 by the Canadian goverment. These tightened 

measures heiped to r d c t  the influx of Chinese immigrants, but were later repeaed in 1947. 

This may have been a r d t  of changes in the social climate towards the Chinese. The war 

helped to reduce racial sensitivities because China joined forces w*th the Westem nations 

against the Japanese in World War II @dss,1987:19). The Chmese still were unable to 

unite their f id ies  d they became atizens and this came as late as 1957. Restrictions on 

Chinese immigration were entireiy removed in 1967. Generai prejudice was also declining, so 

the Chinese changed their former sojoumer mentaiity to one of accepting Canada as their 

permanent home (Yeung, l982:6). 

The khd of Chinese migrant has changed over the. Peasants from impovexished areas 

of Chma coming to work as laborers have ahost becorne a memory of the past Two fàmily 

structures, nevertheles, have prevailed, The new fom of dual-worker M y  consists of the 

new immigrant Chmese M y  where both husband and wrle are employed in separate unskîlied 

labor jobs that serve the e n c h  mnomy (Chinatom) (Wong1988248). Some shuggle 

hcially to make ends meet The famiy entexprise of the smali producer pexîod has becorne 

l e s  cornmon as more parents anci chüdren are separateci during the &y. Due to dinérent job 

schedules, the parents sometimes spenà very little &ne with each other or with th& children. 
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This group of immigrants has hdped preserve some of the old traditional ways more so than 

typ idy  found in the Chinese middlecclass or Caucasian M e s  (Wong,1988:248). The 

second type of Chinese M y  rdects the sophistication and wdth of the British colony of 

Hong Kong (Johnson, lW9:366). W~ th& degree of education and afnuence, thk middie- 

dass migrant population contram sharply with previous Chinese migrants to Canada They 

are more modem and cosmopolitan in orientation and of higher socioeconomic statu 

(Wang, 1988:249) and often live comfortabIy in the suburbs. However, a semiextendeci fàmily 

sihiation on result wàh this group of Chinese. Grandparents may establish a residence on the 

same block or neighborhood as their chilldrai. Vaiations of these famiy patterns exist too - 
for example, a My-run restaumt outside of Chinatown 

B. Bridges oftranmion 

Dhooper's study (1991) on interculturd transition showed that severai -ors can 

contn'bute to migration success incIuciing racism, economic suvid, los  of extended fkmïiy, 

and cuhd conflicts. The Chinese feIt d of these inhibitors to an extreme. AsiAsian fimilies 

have tmhionally been characterized by their stabiiity, interpersonal and social suppoa but 

these fktors were all reduced during the migration process (Dhooper, 199 1 :78). 

Past research indicate that the elderiy Chinese often do not wish to assimilate. Their 

rductance to give up th& a&ud VaIues eady fiom the old country retards th& adjustment in 

the new country (Chmg,1989:457). Chinatowas, established to repficate the home country 

clùnate and as a refùge fiom mdiïendly surmundmgs, aaed as buffers in the adjustment 

process. In the instance ofancestor worship howwer, many Chinese stüi perfonn the tradition, 
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atthough there is a parting kom these riaials (Yeung198222). Muences of Western society 

have changed some of the traditionai p r a c t i  in Chinese familes. 

Crodtural clashes are genedy more obvious in families belonging to cultural 

groups that have hed m ghettos such as the Chinese. Any long-tenn delay in acculturation of 

the first-gaieration wiIi appear as an intergeneratiod c o d c t  o f  values in the second one. In 

mafil cases, however, the clash is interculturai rather than intergaierational (SI* lW9:387). 

"A Chinese person Mght d y  he, wodq socialize, and bction solely within a Chinatom'' 

@amon, 1991:77). It was the focal point of h a n  community life for the Chinese. There was 

a wide cultural gap between the Chese  and the host population in tams of general lifèstyles 

and attitudes. 

The modem ChLiese M y 7  whether dual-worker or middlecIass7 holds more 

cooSenaare views in regard to sanial values and more traditional attitudes toward the role of 

women then the Caucasian population (Wong, 1988:249). The women themselves beüeve that 

taking care of a home and educating the young were more important and rewardïng than 

h a .  a job or living independerity. Persistence oftraâitional attitudes among C h e s e  women 

is perhaps best rdected in th& chiid-rearing practices ~~1986:163). Children are 

motiva-.ted to leam and to be aware ofth& proper social roIes. 

How Chinese children grow up in Canada can be cleady illustrated by the concept of 

physcal space and possessions wàhui the home. Unlike Canadian households, a compkte 

commUr.ty of- is do& Chinese parents do not insist on privacy f8r al1 iodividuals. 

A chiId's phpical environment would hclude shared-rooms with parents and the fieedom to 
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use any of the M y  members' belongings and vice versa. No hes are drawn between space 

and possessions (Tsai, 1986: 162). 

Divorce is uncommon among the older Chinese. However, with the younger 

generation reared in a society that believes in romantic love and personal happiness in mamage, 

divorce rates have risen. The fiuniy unit has certainly changed h m  the angle bachelor days 

and it continues to evolve as immigration patterns change and adturation continues. 

C. Connict of values 

Relational problems between the younger grnerabon and their parents may result fiom 

the confiicting forces oftwo value systems. The traditional codes of behavior that the elderly 

promote are in many ways contradictory to what the younger generatîon Iias learned at school 

and in society. Sometirnes descn'bed as "dtures in confiid', these two cuitures ofken seem to 

oppose each other (Cheung, l989:459). It cm lead to a situation of personai discodort for 

those involved @tano, l973:Y). The degree of intergenerationd codict wül depend on the 

extent to which tradition is a meaningful expression of the aiturai values (Osako and Liu, 

1986:152). Frequent Surfacing of confiicts between generations wodd be shocking m 

traditional China But thû is not the case in Cariada where Caucasîan parents aistornarily 

encourage their children to choose th& own role in life (Fong, 1973 : 1 18). Howewer, wen the 

most beral Chinese would di not aüow th& children so much fkedon 

Both the old and young genaations s&& k m  a loss of self-esttean in value cIashes 

between gendons;  the old d e r  h m  10% of stanis h m  the young wfnle the laaer becme 

connised with then identity (GoId,1989:408). The yomger people ~ r p ~ e u c e  feelings of 
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embarrassrnent which seans to have int- with the old-respect relationships. 

thing occurs in some three-generatiod fhdies. As the oldest generation 

role reversais and the youngest grneration is caught in biculturai conaicts, the 

sîabiiity of the middle generaiion is also decreased (Yeung, 198226). 

Clearly, from the descriptions &en above, there is potential for intergaieratiord and 

cross-cuIturai conflict to occur between Chinese parents and their children The position of the 

fiun@ head is undemined when the young generation begins to ovemide parental sanctions. 

That is, the traditional Chinese f à d y  evolves fiom a tight, hierarchical structure to one of 

greater equality between parents and chiidren as Western ideas are introduced h o  the home by 

the latter. This confiict over parental authority appean to peak during adolescence 

(Fong, 1973 : 1 18)- The generation gap may be accentuafed by the language b d e r  between the 

The quality of parent-child relations is based largely on reciprocity or the =change 

theory. This approach holds that indivîduals generally srpect some sort of equitable reward for 

deeds completed (Suitor and Pinemar,1988:1038). Codct  arases when there is a perceived 

mequhy for either or both parties. This is the Westerh grain of beiieE It runs opposite to the 

Chinese CLlStorn of filiai obligations where Chinese parents believe they are entitied to a 

signifiant social and economic position as they grow older. 

The litemture review was Ïntended to provide a context and a foundaton for selectiog 

a research topic, designhg a methodology and adphg the r d & -  The next chapter wili 
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disaiss the second of these steps, the achia research procedure, that was used to gather the 

data collection. 



W h  the understanding Eom the literanire review that the second-generaton 

experience of two coIlidhg worlds is wmmon, this chapter will take a look at the research 

methodology. A semi-structured interview was conducted in the fall of 1996 of adult Chinese 

men and wornen in Calgary who are chiidren of immigrant parents. 

POPULATION AND SAMPLE SELECTION 

The population consisted of ail second-genedon Chinese men and women residing in 

Calgary. The snowbail sampling technique was used to generate the names of participants &er 

efforts to draw a systematic sarnple from the mernbership lists of two Chinese clubs, the 

Chinese Students' Society at the University of Calgacy and the Sien Lok Society, a Chinatown 

afKiiated association, were u n s u c c d .  These clubs were chosen for their comprehensiveness 

and direct accessl'biiity to the desired sample. Aithough neither of the clubs enforce dturai  

archisivity, there is a pater potential of raching the d&ed participants with the majority of 

members being Chinese. The derion used to determine participant eligiiiky is whether both 

parents are Chinese and fint-gendon immigrants to Canada No restriction was placed on 

the age of the immigrant in order to assess its fidl impact on the children's perceptions ofmal 

obedience. 
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RESEARCH DESIGN 

The investigation concentrateci on the child's perception of parental expectations in six 

categories of interest: education, grades, dating, maniage7 ancestor worship, and parental 

support. The respondents were asked to indicate the Ievel of importance of these items to 

their parents on a four-dimension d e ,  nom 'hot miportant" to "veq important''. The. 

questions were carefUy designeci to determine the respondents' perception of the parents' 

orientation toward gender merences and subsequentiy, how t infiuend their chiidrearing 

practices. The respondents were then asked to rank the same questions h m  thei. own point 

ofview. By doing so, 1 wanted to see if the respondents' perceivecl value disparity led to open 

codïct. ûdy in parental support were the respondents asked their perception of the fiequency 

of their parents7 requests mstead of the importance question. The response choices were 

"rareIf', "occasionaliy", Yrequentlf', and "ahmys". To meanire the degree and fiequency of 

conniq 1 applied four-dimension d e s  again For the former, the response choices were 

'hone", "a Me", "some", and "a great de#, and for the latter, the same scaie used for 

parental support fiequency was applied If the respondems experienced no conflie then the 

firequency question was sEpped. 

To cas a brighter light on the unique expaiences of the sample, l e s  stnictured 

questions were added to the common set rnemioned earlier. 1 found it fascinating to delve 

deeper h o  the fàmily issues ofl~spondern~ with the open-ended questions, sÏmiiar to attaching 

a momtor to the heart to measure exnotionai pulses. 

Ahhough findings ftom this study carmot be applied to the aitire population as a 

whole, certain aspects nevertheles appear to refiect the reality of second-gendon Chinese 
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children in Calgary. The limited size and non-random sample will natmdly restria the 

generaIizabiEty of the study's redts. A complere list of the research limitatons is supplieci m 

Chapter sevui. 

DATA COLLECTION 

Both quantitative and qualitative research methods were employed to investigate the 

degree ofintergenerational wnflict of second-generation Chinese. 1 fodated the questions 

and they were applied in semi-structureci UiteMews fiom August through Oaober 1996. An 

interview is "a conversation with a purpose" (Berg, l99SS9). Participants were inkïdy 

genaated through a hm-fold strategy: First, an e-mail message was sent to the Chinese 

Students' Society executive prior to the intendeci study h e .  Its intent was to seek the help 

of club acecutbes by fànning out my request for volunteer participants. Upon their approvai, 

this message was sent out to 120 active members. The volunteers couid respond to the 

researcher by either e-mail or telephone. This Eiitial fàn-out, which occu~ed in August, 

produced no responses. A month later, another fàn-out with the same message was sent to 

150 members. This tirne, seven members indicated interest and urtewiews were scheduled. 

Second, a dIfferent approach was used to r d  volunteers through the Sien Lok 

Society. 1 made no reqyest for message dispersion. M e r ,  1 estabiished direct contact with 

the president prior to the htended saidy timeline- The president offered to pre-screen al i  active 

members based on the seledon critexion In this way, she wished to d e t d e  both the 

interest and wiiliogness of participating members- Unfortunately, the expected kt of 

volunteers never matenalized An afteniative course of action was taken, The Sien Lok 
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director in charge of the social club agreed to indude an insert in the September mailout to 

their 99 mernben. The content was the same as the CSS e-mail message. Volunteen were 

asked to call me ifthey were interested. There were no responses. 

1 found the low response rate very disconcertkg because the simple ske could not be 

achieved Kence, due to this low rate of response, additional referrals were obtained through 

the mowball approach. The seven participants recniited through the CSS were sent a second 

e-mail message of my intent. nie/ al1 responded with a minimai of one contact name. 

Consequdy, each person thereafier was asked for r e f i s  until rny saidy sarnple size was 

reached. After the intendeci study âame had passed, a few respondents d e d  to provide 

names of people th expressed an interest ni participahg in my research. 1 declined their 

offers since 1 had moved into the data analysis stage. 

PILOT INTERVIEWS 

The m e y  questions were raiised severai times and administered in the fom of 

inîefviews to five adult children, 2 males and 3 fernales. The pretest progressed M y  wd. 

Respondents appeared honest and were thorough with their answers and qlaaations WU 

indicated that the wording used and my ÎnteMew style were generally effective. However, the 

sequence of some questions in a fm sections were aitered to enhance the flow. MeanwMe, 

certain questions were eliminated and others added. The new inteMew schedule was then 

ready for the a d  data collection 

One problan emerged during the pretest of interviews. Upon malàng the appropriate 

arrangements with a femaie respondent to meet în her home (she CO-fesides with her parents), 1 
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was shocked, at the t h e  of my anisd, to be told by the person that an alternate location had to 

be used. Her voice conveyed a sense of urgency and panic. The person confided in me Iater 

(ïm the interview) that her parents were extremely d o u s  with personai safety and did not 

welwme strangers in their home. Because of my inexperience with conducting field researck 1 

tended to schedule meetings in places that were most convenient for the respondents and did 

not thhk about how others occupyhg the same living quarters might féel. To avoid fwther 

unforeseen complications, a decision was made that the most niitable inte~ew environment 

would be in a quiet public locale, e.g, coffee shop. Not oniy would this remove the respondent 

nom facing curious questions fiom family, but it would dso give hirn or her the pnvacy to 

engage in an open and nank intmiew. 

SELECTED SAMFLE CHARACTERISTICS 

Mer the format for the interviews was fidiad, the nnal sample comIISlsted of 56 

participants, 76 males and 30 f d l e s .  The uneven number refiects the greater accesslbiiity of 

fernales m this particular study. Table 1 shows various demographic characteristics of the 

sample. Table 2 shows th& socîoeconomic traits. Finaly, Table 3 traces the edudonal 

history and immigraion ofthe participants' parents nom their country of ongin. 



In Table 1 is a profile of the demographic characteristics of the sample. 

Canada 
Hong Kong 
Vietnam 
Malaysia 
China 
Taiwan 
South America 

Tota 1 

17-18 yts 
19-29 y i ~  
30-39 yrs 
40-49 y r s  
50-59 yrs 

Total 

Median Age 28 

JZARITAL STATUS 

Manied 

Widowed and rernamed 
Single parent 

Total 
hte: Calculations have been rounded 

TABLE 1 
DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACT ERlSTlCS BY GENDER 
Petcentâge Distribut-on (Number of Respondents) 

Al[ Respondents Male Female 
I 

l 

l 

1 

1 

1 

l , i 15.4% (4) 
34.6% (9) 
38,5016 (IO) 

7.7% (2) 

60.7% (34) 
17.9% (10) 

7.1% (4) 
5.4% (3) 
3.6% (2) 
3.6% (2) 
1.8% (1) 

100.1% (56) 

l 

53.8% (14) 
26.9% (7) 
7.7% (21 
3.8% (1) 
3.8% (1) 
3.8% (1) 
0.0% (O] 

99.8% (26) 

1 r. 

60.7% (34) 
33.9% (19) 

1.8% (1) 
1.8% (1) 

0.0% (O] 
100.1 % (30) 

53.8% (14) 
42.3% (1 1)  

3.8% (1) 
0.0% (O) 

1.8% (11,. 
100.0% (56) 

66.7% (20) 
26.7% (8) 
0.0% (O) 
3.3% (1) 
3.3% (1) 0.0% (O) 

99.9% (26) 

The birthpiace for 60.7 per cent of the sample was in Canada, 179 per cent were fiom 

1 the nearest 1MOth deamal place, 

Hong Kong with the remahder boni in Vietnam, Malayna, China, Taiwan, and South 

America The snowball r e f d  process most likely gengdted a high percentage of Canadian- 
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bom participants. They might have fdt greater cornfort with me because of our common 

biahplace and s h e d  chïidhood experiences. This level of cooperation indicated a rdatively 

dose social network between Canadian-bom Chinese, and even moreso for f d e s .  Sixy-six 

and seven-tenîhs per cent of the f d e s  were Canadian-bom compareci to 53.8 per cent of the 

males. 

The median age for the sample was twenty-eight, with the youngest and ddest 

members mterviewed at 17 and 50 respectiveiy. Eighty and four-tenths per cent ofthe sample 

were between 19 and 39 years of age. Most of the sampIe have never rnarried (60.7 per cent) 

whüe 33.9 pa cent were wed. The remahder Iived m either common-law, rmage, or 

single parent Smiations. Such diversifieci home arrangements rdect where the ad& children 

are witbin the different nages of the iïfè cycle. 



In Table 2, we see the socioeconomic characteristics of the sample. 

TABLE 2 
SOCiOECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS BY GENDER 
Percentage Distribution (Number of Respondents) 

Ail Res~ondents Male Fernale 
EDUCAllON 

Hig h school 
Collegflechnicat institute 
Bachelots-University 
Master's-University 

Total 

XCUPAllON 
ProfessionalManagerial 
Technical 
SkilIed labor 
Self-employed-Profttech 
Homemaker 
Student 

Total 

4NNUAL INCOME 
Less than $5,000 
$5,000-9,999 
$1 0,000-24,999 
$25,00049,999 
$40,000-54,999 
$55,00049,999 
$70,.000+ 

TOM 
tote: Calculations have been rounded 

5.g0h (2) 
0.0% (O) 
8.8% (3) 
20.6% 0 
32-4% (1 1) 
17.6% (6) 

12.5% (î) 
0.0% (O) 
6.3% (1) 
12.5% (î) 
18.8% (3) 
18.8% (3) 

0.0% (O) 
0.0% (O) 
11.1% (2) 
27.8% (5) 
44.4% (8) 
16.7% (3) 

. 'L . .L . . 
r the nearest ?il ûth decimal place. 

14.7% (5) 31.3% (5) 
100.0% B41 100.2% (161 

* At1 twenty-two students were removed from the final calculations due to some o f  their 
fiuctuating and unpredictable income situations. 

0.0% (O) 
1 OO.OOh M 81 

There was a fZdy even distn:'bution between secondary levei @gh school) and 

Bachdor's degree (wivedy) m texms of education (35.7 per cent and 33.9 per cent 

respecaiely). The reason for the large number ofpeople who have onty completed secondary 
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education lies in the fàa thai 39.3 per cent of  the respondents are =dents in postsecondaq 

institutions at present, so their highest level complaed wodd be seconm. 

Discretion was used by the researcher to code the occupation variable. Variability in 

skilI types and sldl development levels were the primary b o a  used to segregate occupational 

categories. While certain occupations have minimum quaEcation standards and skiil 

requirements, mphasis was placeci on the aaual occupation at the t h e  of the interview father 

than on the training that the respondent recebed. For example, someone trained as a physician 

but now worked as a carpenter would be classified as a skjiied laborer rather than as a 

professional. 

Thirty and four-tedu pa cent of the sample's occupations feli into the category of 

professional and managerial. Some of these respondaits eamed th& living as cornputer 

anaiystIprogrammersy engineers, and nurses whereas 12.5 p a  cent worked in a techical 

capachy, e.g, medid laboratory technician and elecwnics techni*cian. Smed laborers, e.g., 

carpenter and auto mechanic, comprised 8.9 per cent, 5.4 per cent were selfemployed, e.g, oil 

and gas codtants, 3.6 per cent were homemakers, and M y ,  393 per cent were -dents, as 

previously indicatd Thae is not a large gender Merence in the breakdown of occupations in 

any of the categok. 

The yeady hcome variable was created in the following mamer, ody those 

respondents who held fidi-tirne jobs were mcluded in the data because th& incorne was steaciy 

and origkted âom one source. Meanwhlle, most saidents emertained a combination of 

incorne sources, eg ,  parents, schokuships, summer jobs, part-time w o k  student Io=, and as 

such, thea incorne &Mon sometimes fluctuated Some sported high eafnings for a short 
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period of the, e.g, surnmer jobs, wMe others worked part-time jobs. This type of variance 

and unpredictability in start-and-stop times would have potentidy distorted and skewed the 

socioeconornic profile of the sample. Hence, the 22 students were removed fiom the incorne 

caldations and the percentage figures were based on the employed field of 34. 

Five and nine-tenths per cent of the sample eamed less than a yearly dary of$5,000, 

and 8.8 per cent made between %l0,000 and $24,999. About one-f%h (20.6 per cent) fd in 

the $25,000 to $39,999 range whüe 32.4 per cent were between $40,000 and %55,000. An 

interesting statistic is that almost haif (44.4 per cent) of the f d e s  were in the !§40,000 - 
$55,000 bracket. This rising eaming potential codims the rise of Chinese f d e s  in the 

socioeconomic sphere (Tsai,1986:160). Sa another 16.7 pa cent of the total worlcing 

women intervieweci earned between $55,000 and $69,999. Lastly, approximately one-tbird 

(32.4 per cent) of alI  the respondems earned over $55,000, with a h o a  the same ftaction of 

males (2 1.3 per cent) in the above $70,000 category. No f d e s  were recorded in this upper 

incorne level, 

These socioeconomic variables tell the common story of adult children that are or 

aspire to be high achievers. They have the desire to e x 4  and do better than their parents- 

There is progressive and upward movement with each successive inmigrant genemtion 

(Montera, 198 1:835). 
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C. Educational history and immigration of parents 

This section surmnarizes the general trends for education history and immigration of 

the participants' parents. Parents are often considered one of the greatest ;inuences on 

children, therefore their own penond promes are outlined. Data have been separated for 

rnothers and Mers in Table 3. 
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EDUCATIONAL HISTORY AND IMMIGRATION OF RESPONDENTS' PARENTS 

FDUCATION 
Grade 6 or less 
Grade 7-9 
Grade 10-12 
Colleg~echnical institute 
Bachelor's-University 

Total 

WICE OF EDUCATION 
China 
Hong Kong 
Canada 
Vietnam 
Malaysia 
Taiwan 
England 

Total 

ICCUPATIO W 
ProfessionaVManagenalKechnical 
Self-employed-Professional 
Self-employedSkilled labor 
Se!f-employed-Semi-skilied labor 
Skilled labor 
Sem i-skilled/Unskiiled labor 
Homemaker 
Retired 

Total 

4GE OF IMMIGRATION 
18 yrç and under 
19-29 YE 
30-39 yrs 
40-49 yrs 
50-59 y rs 
60-69 yrs 

Total 

ZOUNTRY OF BIRTH 
China 
Hong Kong 
Vietnam 
Malaysia 
Taiwan 

21.2Oh (1 1) 
1.9% (1) 

15.4% (8) 
17.3% (9) 
9.6% (5) 

15.4% (8) 
0.0% (O) 

625% (35) 
17-9% ( IO) 

8.9% (5) 
54% (3) 

Total . . 
Jote: Calculations have been rounded to the nearest I l iû th decimal place, 

11.1% (6) 
0.0% (O] 
9.3% (5) 

13.0% (7) 
9.3% (5) 

27.8% (1 5) 
11.1% (6) 
18,5016 (IO] 

100-1 % (54) 

* Deceased parents of the respondentç have been removed €rom the occupation calcuIations, 
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Theire were some notable ciErences in the individual profles of parents. From the 

chiIdren7s vieipoint, fkthas g m d y  attained more education than mothers. Surprisingiy, 

33.9 per cent of the respondents' mothers had less than grade six education (elementary levd) 

as compared to 17.9 per cent for the fithers. But at the opposite end, 26.8 per cent of Fdthers 

and 12.5 per cent of mothers coqleteci the postsecondary lwel of schooling. 

Chha was the most popular place of education for parents (50.0 per cerit of fàthers and 

42.9 per cent of mothen), followed by Hong Kong (21.4 per cent of fâthers and 28.6 per cent 

of mothers). The parents also shidied in the countrïes of Taiwan, Vietnam, hlalaysia, Canada, 

and England. 

In ternis of employment, only lMng parents were hduded in the calculations. The 

greatest area of concentration for parents is in manual worlg e.g., hairstylia and auto mechanic 

(stalied labor), cook and butcher (semi-skined labor), janitor and rnaid (unsmed Iabor). F i -  

seven and seven-tenths per cent of Mers and 59.4 per cent of mothen, which inchdes the 

seff-employed segment, are airrently employed in this type ofjob. Even those children whose 

parents are now retireci (192 per cent of fathers and 18.5 per cent of mothen), a h  mentioned 

their parents worked in various manuai capacities drrring their active years. In the meanwhile, 

23.1 per cent of M e r s  and 1 1.1 pa cent of mothen eamed thek living in profissional, 

managerid, or technical positions. The rest ofthe respondents' mothen stayed at home. 

Farher d y  held more skilled positions than the mothen. Relatiw to the 42.9 per 

cent of chiidren who make th& 1iWig fiom white-coilar jobs employed by othen, ody 21.5 per 

cent of Mers, eg, engïneer and instmctor, and 11.1 per cent of mothers, e.g, bookkeeper 

and data entry clerlg &are the same category- There is a reverse trend for the self-empIoyed 
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sector as fewer chiIdren becorne entrepreneurs (5.4 per cent) than the parent generafion (17.3 

per cent of fàthm and 22.3 per cent of mothers). V i i  aU of the respondents' efforts are 

directed towards higher-level work e-g., film diiector and environmentai technologist, and not 

with manuai labor Iike most of th& parents'. M y  1.9 per cent of the Mers operated their 

own business in the professionai field. There were no reports of mothers here. 

Migmtion patterns of fàthers to Canada have typicaliy taken place at an earlier age than 

that of mothers. The reamn for the women's later anid  may be directiy attn'buted to their 

reiiance on the men for marriage sponsorship. The birth country for the rnajority of parents 

was China (62.5 per cent of Mers and 60.7 per cent of mothers), foilowed by Hong Kong 

(17.9 per cent of fàthers and 21.4 per cent of rnothers). Snice the two places are physicaiiy 

situated very dose to each other, many fiÿnilies move fiom China to Hong Kong or use Hong 

Kong as a temporary home until their immigration p a p a  were approved in Canada. Vietnam, 

Malaysia, and Taiwan were the other countries of bah for parents. 



CEWïER FOUR FJINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

EDUCATION AND GRADES 

Chapten four, fie, and six will review the fidings gathered fiom the m t e ~ w ,  for ai i  

respondents and in relation to gender Werences. S k  categories were targeted for research as 

potentiai sources for intergenerahod conflict. This chapter wiU review education and grades, 

Chapter five will cover dating and -age3 and Chapter six will take a look at ancestor 

worship and parentai support. 

EDUCATION 

"There are more fish in your sea wken you have a degree", was how one respondent 

r@ed her parents' philosophy in metaphorid ternis. Another elaborated, Y can still hear my 

dad's loud voice. Go to University- Wah no degree, you wiil not catch a good man". Chinese 

pay their highest accolades to scholars. Parents wish to see their children c h b  the 

socioeconomic ladder tbrough the anainment of higher educaxion But this story takes on a 

pecuiiar dimension for f d e s .  

The opening thoughts of this section were sentiments that were cornrnody shared 

among the children. They d e c t  the older gendon's belief that ducation should be of 

secondary importance to fernales. Genedly, higher education, in the past, has usually been 

perceivecl as a means to an end A penon progressai through schooling to leam, eam a 

u n i v m  degree and at the ad, quaJi& for more and better empIoyment opporninities- A 

variation of& theme, however, emerged with the f d e  sample. "Mom wanted me to get a 



MRS degree" was the way a respondent Summanzed her mothen' wishes for her daughter- 

But to see whether this opinion was shared across the generations, it is necessary to tum to the 

interview questions. Respondents were asked to rate the overall importance of higher 

education for thanselves and on their parents' behalf (how much importance they felt th& 

parents placed on higher education). Table 4 is a summary of  the^ answers. 

TABLE 4 
THE IMPORTANCE OF HtGHER EDUCATION: RESPONDENTSe SELFPERCEPTIONS AND 

THElR PERCEPTIONS OF THElR PARENTS ATTITUDES 
Percentage Distribution (Number of Respondents) 

Gender V Important Important Somewhat Not at All 
Male 1 1 1 1 

I Parent 
Child 

O.OOh (O) 
O.O0h (O) 

0.0% (O) 
0.0% (O) 

Note: Calculations have been rounded to the nearest 1/lûth decimal place. 

Female 
Parent 
Child 

Table 4 supports my impressions fiom imemiews that signifiant numben of parents 

have made edudonal piirnrits a primary objective for th& second-generation &&ken. At 

one acheme end of the spectnmi is the 3.3 per cent of ciaughters thai believed th& parents 

placed no value on education at al l  for f d e s .  No sons felt the sarne way. For the most pa& 

respondents thought th& parents emphasized education more for males wiih 100.0 per cent of 

males and 96.7 per cent of f e d e s  stating that î t  was either ''vq important" or %portant". 

While there is great emphasis on higher education overall, there is appean to be more pressure 

for boys to s u d  in do01 than for girls. 

Total nurnber of respondents = 56,B males and 30 fernales 

53,3% (16) 
66.7% (20) 

33.3% ( I O )  
30.0% (9)_ 

10.0% (3) 
3.3% (1 ) 

3.3% (1) 
0.0% (O) 
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Another intriguing piece of idormation that quickty stands out h m  Table 4 is the 73.1 

per cent of d e s  and 66.7 per cent of f d e s  who assignecl the 'texy important" self-rating to 

higher education Only 57.7 per cent of sons and 53.3 per cent of daughters did the same for 

their parents. Therefore, children perceiveci education to be more important than they thought 

their parents did 

Wrthout the formal credentials, the main fear for sorne parerits is the poss~'biiity th& 

daughters would face a Iess cenain fime in temis of q u a .  suitors. One rwpondent put the 

aspirations of her parents niccinctly as "Va girl had a degree, then she d d  marry a boy with 

at least a u n i v e  degree". This remark strongly suggests the parents' desire to match 

acadernic standings between partners. This desire and the cntena that compose the ideal son- 

in-law will be covered in the marriage section 

"My parents are backwards! Who gets a degree so they can get marrieci OR? 1 should 

expect a weddhg for my graduation gift! Leamkg, thou& is quite important to me". These 

comments r a i d  the possiiility that real differences exkt in temu of both how parents and 

daugbters perceive the desired reward or application of th& eduçation In some cases these 

Herences may lead to serious, open c0nfi.i~~ However, for moa fkrdies, different 

perspectives on what constituted the reward for education did not &ect the daily interactions 

between M y  memben. StriWig towards a w m o n  goal, the degree, is the source of much 

of the compromiskg relations between parents and daughters in school. "L'ie is great Mom 

cooks, Dad eam money, and 1 study- The glue that keeps us nom fighting ike *tts and dogs 

is our beliefh what education can do. Getemg mmîed wiIl be a topic for fights later-" At least 

for the time that she is m schooI, the dau- believed her parents' peace had b e n  "bought". 
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These responses provide an insight into the range of exnotions Chinese daughîers faced 

as a result of lMng at home with parents who thhk education is key to a succedid personal 

lifé. The younger g e n d o ~  pactidariy the f d e s ,  appear to have taken control of their 

l&g m e  and accepted that continued schooling is a vital ingredient in this process. 

Support fiom Iiterature states that the average Chinese woman is engaged in tngher leaming or 

employed in professionai and techical positions. In 1970, 58 per cent of women in the age 

group of 18-24 were enroUed in school, and 3 1 per cent of women in the age group of 25-34 

were employed in profdonal and technical positîons (Tsaï, 1986: 160). The composition of 

my fanale sample foUows this trend closely (39.3 per cent were postsecondary midents and 

42.9 per cent were in professionai, manageriai, or technid positions). 

Parents' opinions, although vaIued by daughters, matter to a lesser degree than their 

own values and feelings as observed by this fémale respondmt: "1 have great respect for wtiat 

my parents thi& because they speak âorn experience. But they don't always know what is 

best for people ofmy age. I'm the best judge of what to do". There is a chmatic shat towards 

realimig ambition, nxmbkhg potential, and craving career satisfàction for f d e s ,  a sharp 

contrast to th& past subseMent role. Studies show that with each sucesive grneraton, 

Chmese women gain a more contemporary outlook (Jee, MM: 16). 

This movemem helps to explain the fhstmîi0n.s that some daughters experience. 

Anticipation of unavoidable collisions with th& parents after graduation make the daughten 

feel uneasy and womed now. What remains a mystery is whether the degree *in magidy 

capture a groom later. Although parents approved of their dinighters' entrance into higher 

education, their &de towards the role of the job market is very difkent. During the prime 
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rnatmg years, the worlcpiace was sornetimes viewed as a temporary time filler until a suitable 

husband is locateci "Stop workbg overtime!", was a mother's order, 'What good is it when 

you're ody there a hie while? Betier to spend t h e  IooIcing for a husband". This matter-of- 

fkt statement was rembiscent of other parents with newiy graduatecl daughters. 

These briefsnapshots into the worid of unmarried Chmese daughters take another twist 

when reaiity had not coincided with their parents7 promise, as this woman in her m i d - M e s  

views with a hint of sarcasm: 'Xow naive my mother is to think that ali the docton and 

lawyers in the worfd wodd line up at my door because 1 have a Mickey Mouse degree beb.ind 

my name!". Daughten thought their parents o v d u e d  the applications of a degree. Such 

stories rnake their parents motives sean humorous. 

To see how these views affecteci gaierationai relations, respondents were asked two 

general confiict questions. Disaission of the statistical data will mirror the systematic interview 

approach and be separateci accordkg to the same parts: amount ofconflîct and the fiequency 

of c o d k  The percentage ofrespondans and their reporteci confiict levels follow in Table 5. 

TABLE 5 
RESPONDENTS' PERCEPTIONS OF TIiElR EXPERIENCED LEVEL OF CONFLICT WiTH 

PARENTS OVER HIGHER EDUCATION 
Peicentage Distri bution (Num ber of Respondents) 

Gender A Great Deal Some A LMe None 
1 

Male 1 3.8% (1) ( 1 5.4Oh (4) 1 7-70? (2)l 73.1% (19) 
l~ernale 1 6.7% (2) ( 23.3Oh (7) ( 13.3% (4)l 56.7% (171 
Total number of respondents = 56, 26 males and 30 females 

Note: Calculations have been rounded to the nearest l / lûth decimal place. 
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Table 5 shows fernales reported more contlict than the males (56.7 per cent of f d e s  

and 73. f per cent of males fdt no conflict with parents). Only 30.0 per cent of fernales and 

19.2 per cent of males fdt "a p a t  ded' or "some" codiict, On the whole, the figure for 

femdes is low. The d i s d o n  will now elaborate on the Chinese parent-daughter relationship. 

The &@ers' somewIiat higher perception of corin;ct rnay be a r d t  of perceiveci 

injustices from parents due to the prefeential treatrnent given to their brothers. It is an age-old 

Chinese attitude that boys are held in superior regard to girls (Tsai,1986:161). "A girl's going 

to get manieci, so education is useless for d i a  Why waste our rnonv' was how one 

respondent recounted her parents' arguments against her requests for M e r  schooling. 

Another added, "Giris must accept th& lot in life. Fhd a hhusband and have babies. School is 

no good because it can't teach you how to be a good motha." These parents, unlike the more 

typicai ones that support higher education, believe educaîion is entirely impracticai for f d e s  

and did not see a macriage value attachesi to it. 

The source ofthis male bias is twofold. The iïrst is rooted in the ccold country" position 

in nual China and has been ammtuaîed through imnrigdon. In the ùnmigdon process for 

rural Chinese, it was g e n d y  the males that were sent overseas to capitalize on nispected 

geat fortunes. Wives were lefi at home, to fami on the fkmZy land as th& in - la .  cared for 

the cliildren (Wong, l988a6). Since the entire objective of moving to a foreign country was 

to eam a baer  living it follows that the greater the ab* to eam a fortune, the more prized 

the person is withm the fhily- Hence, rurai women had " k o  eambg powef' f i c h  made 

them subservient to des. For urbanted Chinese, both husbands and wives worked outside 

the home but the husband nin. had greater eaming power. The f d e s  were subservient to the 
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males even in these situations. This historicai view of men as the breadwinner for the W y  

continues today and this extremeiy aaditional mindset was validateci by a male respondent He 

stated that the foremoa criterion used by parents to establish mnking of cMdren fiom the same 

fàmdy is: 

Importance or postion in the f h Z y  is based on how much money you have the 
potential to earn So, higher education is very, very important for rnaies 
beouise they are the breadwinner. 

Hence, the peckhg order of children fiom the parents' perspective is based on projected 

household contriution value. What a person eams detemiines their placement w i t h  the 

W y .  This the central reason why there is a greater emphasis on maies. 

The second reason for the bias is social and not econoniic. Males carry on the family 

lineage and name. While this is certainly not unique to Chinese culture, the rnaies carrying on 

the h d y  lineage while f d e s  marry out contniute towards a male emphasis. Sons wül 

contribute steadily to the family's incorne whîle the f d e s  will evenaially contti'bute labor and 

children to another iàmily. 

A method hcpemty employai by parents to demonmate d e  importance was the 

s e d  division of Iabor over routine household tasks. The sexual division of labor is '%he 

assignment of the survival tash of the sociq according to gendei' (Ward,1996:3). This is a 

commoa observation made about Chinese parents fiom respondents of both genders was as 

foUows: "Parents tend to adhere to gender-traditional role definmotion More spedically, "my 

mom always made me fold the laundry and wash the dishes - not fàïr!". Sons were often 

spared this obligation because parents perceivecl househoid tasks to be "woomeys work", since 
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daughten would ben& most fiom perfectuiig th& domestic skills. The sons would not 

repuire this skin later in He, because they wiU have a d e  to pedorm these tasks. Besides, the 

sons needed to utilize their t h e  efllciently to achive good grades. The ceasonhg behind this 

logic will be covered in the grades section 

Besides sexual division of labor, fàvontism towards sons came in other forms, e-g., 

materiai, physicai, and or hancial. "My brothers? They were spoiled rotten wÏth a fiee car, 

tuition paid for, and help moving to the city. Then because I'm a girl, 1 was told to forget 

everythmg and work in the fàmiiy restaurant", was how a female respondent desmiecl her hard 

luck Educated or talented women in îradÏtional society were thought to threaten the cohesion 

of the M y  mit so edudonal advancements were daiied (Fong,I973:119). If she were 

educated, it was so she wouid be better equipped to te.& her sons and care for her family 

~mg1986:lO). Accordinglyy t1aditi~n.d paremts respected this belief and enforced this on 

th& children, 

Such action angered the daughten that wanted to better themseives through education, 

Those abject to this fàte obeyed their parentsy commands untü d c i e n t  resources were 

gathered to enabfe them to lave and realize th& dream Unfortunately, chronic resentment 

lingers for one respondent: "How cm 1 forget the pain my parents put me through? Ail 1 

wanted to be was a nurse- To do the job, 1 had to go to coilege. Nothing bad about that!". 

m o u &  this -pie represented a snall segment of the sampie, it is nevertheles important 

because t illustrates gender b i ï  

Aithough fèw parents blatamty forbid their daughters fiom attending postsecondary 

studies, their perceive- Eeqrritable treatment ofien escalated tensions. For those respondents 



who experienced curiflict with their parents, how o h  did the encounters anse? Below in 

Table 6, is a summary of respondents and th& reported kquency of codc t  with parents. 

TABLE 6 
RESPONDENTS' PERCEPTIONS OF THElR EXPERIENCED FREQUENCY OF CONFLICT 

WlTH PARENTS OVER HIGHER EDUCATION 
Percentage Distribution (Number of Respondents) 

I 

Gender Always Frequently Oaasionall y Rare1 y 
I 

Male 1 0.0% (O) 1 0.0% (O) 1 57.1 % (4) 1 429% (3) 
l~emale  1 15.4% (2) 1 15.4% (2)( 30.8% (4)( 38.5% (511 
Total number of respondents = 20, 7 males and 13 females. Only those respondents that reported 
feeling conflidwre included in the calculations. 

Note: Calculations have been rounded to the nearest l / lOth decimal place. 

The total number of respondents in the caicuiation of codict âequaicy is Iow because 

only those that reportai f&g confiict were included As such, my forthcomùig anaiysis and 

conclusion can ody be suggestive. 

Consistent with what we know of the cdhiral bias towards males, it is surprishg to 

find that 7 of7 males fdt conflict ccoccaSi~nally" or "rareIf'. This result is mteresting since it 

implies that the males d d  more âeely than f d e s  choose what level of higher education to 

pursue without interference nom thar parents. One wodd expect that, with the emphasis on 

males and the pressure to W the M y  dream through their role as breadwiriner and fàmily 

leader, males mi@ have e>rpenenced more arguments. But with the lower reported IeveIs of 

c o n n i ~  this meant that the males f i e r  consenteci to the d e  or the fkmiiy accepteci the d e s '  

decision to do otherwise- 

Nie of 13 females reporthg confiïct said they experienced codict "occasiondly" or 

"rarely" over higher edudon. This figure shows t h  athough codict was not cornmon, the 
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confli:ct is still more fiequent for fernales than males. We have ahady discussed the ubiqyitous 

male bias, but thae may be another explanation that relates to the womm themselves. Their 

desire to marry may equally match th& parents', but the difference couid be when this goal is 

achieved. This WU be COV& fkther in Chapter fie under the marriage section 

Chinese parents value higher education and believe it to have anpirical power to " d e  

a dream corne true". The next topic, high grades is closely iïnked with this beliefbekiuse it 

provides the parents with a direct measuring stick of how well th& children are living out the 

fiiry tale. 

GRADES 

"Get higher grades than our niends' children!" was the demand firom one set of parents 

to th& son. A key comparative measure of success, grades was a fierce game played by some 

parents. Eariy in Mie, children learned that their parents' honor and reputation were at stake in 

the cultural community, and to not disgrace the f h d y  with low grades in school. One d e  

respondent perceived that while 'Viey rralize that it's not customary to brag in Western 

society", Chinese parents can boast about th& childrerfs grades widiin their own cornrnuriity. 

Grades are a muent theme with parents and th& expectatiom show that Chinese 

children shoulder great responsicbiiity h u g h o u t  thar academic lives- Below in Table 7 is a 

summary of the respondats' ratine and th& parents' d u e  ofhigh grades 



:emale 
Parent 

TABLE 7 
THE tMPORTANCE OF HiGH GRADES: RESPONDENTS' SELF-PERCEPTIONS AND 

THElR PERCEPTlONS OF THElR PARENTS' ATTiTUDES 
Percentage Distribution (Number of Respondents) 

iender V Important Important Somewhat Not at AI1 

Child 1 33.3% (10)l 56.7% (17) 1 10.0% (311 0.0% (O)[ 
'otal nurnber of respondents = 56, 26 males and 30 females. 

dale 
Parent 
C hild 

Note: Cafculations have been rounded to the nearest l/lOth decimal place. 

Table 7 show that parents, through the eyes of th& children, have higher grade 

expectations for maies than f d e s  (92.3 per cent of males compared to 83.3 per cent of 

females said grades were "very important" or "important" to their parents). Overail, most 

parents have made higher grades an important goal for their chiltiren. In the mincis of a fm 

fmaies (6.7 per cent), however, it was feit parents did not value grades at dl. 

Percentages reported by the respondmts themseives immediately demonmate a shared 

value of high grades. Eight4ght and b t e n b  per cent of males stated t was 'tiay 

Unponam" or "Kiportam" compared to 90.0 per cent of females, v q  Y to what the 

children thought the5 parents valued. Not one person thougta high grades were &portant 

The data reinforced the iiberation movement in progress for Chese women. 

In varying degrees, almoa aii parents seem to h e  th& dreams through their diildren 

and this is particuiarly mie ofimnrigrant parents. Immigrants, many with mernories of desohte 

living conditions fiom their homeland, feel they personaüy have very Me to be proud of and 

rather, more to be btner and e m b d  with. Parents, often not able to p a s  on glory stories 

O.OOh (O) 
0.0% (O) 

42.3% (1 1) 
38.5% (10) 

50.0% (13) 
50.0% (13) 

7.7% (2) 
1 1. SOh (3) 
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to their ctiildren, naturaUy embrace what the present has to O& but foais more on the fûture. 

Part of this km handle on the fimue enta& certain expectations that parents have of their 

cfiildren, to reasmre themseives that this impoverished cycle of stniggle that they endureci 

whüe growing up, does not repeat itselfin the next generations. Parents were convincd that 

grades and education would open the door to a window of sociai and econornic opporttuiities 

(Mark and Chh, 1982372). 

The desire of immigrant parents for their children to do wd manifêsted itself in a 

nuniber of ways. As aiiuded to in the section's first quotation, parents often linked th& 

M y ' s  prestige to the diildren's scores. Some applied compensatory rewards to ensure their 

wishes were granteci. Tather paid $1 for a B, and $10 for an A", reported one respondent A 

few parents resorted to physid pu*shment. Another respondent said, "Anything lower than 

8% was ~~shable ,  usually by gercing yeiied at and hitnng". The majority, though, seemed to 

prek badgering their children through comparkons, 'Why can't you be more like your 

brother'? He nevergives us any problems, always an A student!". 

The p r k  or rationale of some of the parents' thrmMg may be expiaineci in light of 

the Chinese culîud concept of '%cd"' The c h  to fàce rests aimost entirely on the 

hierarchical social network that the W y  is embedded into @wg1987:944). A moral 

sanction for hproper condu% losing iàce can be a Serlous matter for ail M y  memben 

because it can aExt th& ab* to fûnction efEctiveky within the ailtural c~mrnunity~ It takes 

place when an mdkidwi's actions or that of people cIoseIy related to bim, did not fiüfil 

designateci socid standards (Ho, W6:867). As heads of the household, these parents felt that 

th& posiiions heid a certain unwnttea legitmÿite cIaÏrn, like a pedestrian at a crosswalk with a 
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right-of-way- Sevaal respondents mentioned, "Parents thmk it's fair to compare chiidren and 

that it's bad not to aicourage cornpetition, They must be proud amongst fiiends." Overall, the 

ciiildren seem to understand their parents' push for good grades. 

Furtheq some parents want outGders to draw the "smarter chiidren-smarter parents" 

d o g y .  Being rdections of their parents, chüdren with better grades should be obviousiy 

borne nom more intelligent parents. This search for vicarious honor may even be partidarly 

me for this sample where only 26.8 per cent of the respondaits' Mers and 12.5 per cent of 

the mothen completed some level of posuec~ndary education. In this way, the offspring can 

compensate for th& parents' perceived educationd Uiadequacies. Also, grades are viewed by 

parents as a fan or objective measure in which to compare children. Tt can remove most of the 

inherent advantages and barriers t yp idy  associateci with different socioeconomic saatas. For 

exampIe7 a veq poor M y  that hes in a tattered house cm proudly boas that their son 

outscoreci the surgeon's son to win the pttysics award. Comparing grades evens the plawg 

field. For those bom in the lower classes, their chiîdren's ducaton might be the ody means by 

which thqr could hope to rise above th& personal situations (Yung N86:lO). 

There was another reason parents motivateci th& children to score weil academicaiiy. 

"Ga good grades, keep your scholarships and save on car Ïnsmnce! M e  Iité casier for ai l  

of usn was what s e v d  respondents heard fiom th& parents. This financidy driven plea was 

designeci to mvoke empathetic responses nom the chiIdren, 

So fâr, the imtestigation has taken a look at what the children thought their parents' 

poseion on grades was, as wen as th& own position, It wouid seem respondents and parents 
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d k e  were desîrous of high grades. Below in Table 8 are the respondents' indication on the 

amount of conflict in dation to grades. 

TABLE 8 
RESPONDENTS' PERCEPTIONS OF THEIR EXPERIENCED LEVEL OF CONFLICT 

WITH PARENTS OVER GRADES 
Percentage Distribution (Number of Respondents) 

Gender A Great Deai Some A Litîie Norte 
Male 1 7.7% (2) 1 38.5% (1 O) 1 1 9.2% (5) 1 34.6% (91 

l~emale 1 16.7% (91 6.7% (2)l 26.7% (8)( 50.0% (15: 
Total number of respondents = 56.26 males and 30 fernales. 

Note: Calculations have been rounded to the nearest lllûth decimal place. 

Table 8 shows two response patterns. Half of the women (50.0 per cent) said they 

experienced no confiict over the issue of grades. This hding is consistent with the 

respondents' perception of thek parents' higher value of grades for males. In the case of a 

f k i l y  with both male and f d e  chddren, most parents would focus on th& sons because of 

the mherited fùture breadwinner role. 

Second, on a general level cunfiict for both genders is not hi& O* 7.7 per cent of 

males and 16.7 pa cent o f f d e s  reportai "a great deai" ofcoriflict. Shared grade defuitions 

between the two sides rnay expiain this statistic- When asked to define high grades, most 

respondeats said, "80 per cent and higher". This achievement ethic was widespread, as one 

male respondent mdicated, Study get good marks m schooi, and thai your fimrre wiU 

be set because of  the money earned fiom a great job. My Eend's parents said the same ttiing 

too!". High gaies were seen as a prerequiste for a good Iife, a straïghâonv;ird recipe for 
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financial stability. Another d e  phrased his desire for financial stability this way: "Grades are 

equated with making a decent living7' 

Wah this f o m d  focus on long-tenn planning Î t  is no wonder the younger generation 

put so much pressure on themselves to ex&. "Boy, to say that my parents had high standards 

is true. But it was even more important to adiieve for my standards than to please than", was 

how one daughter desmieci her own arpectatiom. It may appear that, in order to maintain 

their own self-imposed standards of acbievement, some of these children strove to outpace or 

surpass their peers in the classroom. Grades became a converiient and rneasurable currency 

with which to compare with the others. "A voice inside of me said go, go! My i?iends were 

super cornpetitive and scored high, x, 1 wanted to be the same. Besides, who wants to be 

hown as a dt.mry in the group?", was how one Chinese male recounted his smiation. There 

was also a fw ofbeing looked upon as "stupiSY by one's peers. 

This innde peek at the intergenerational relations over grades leads us to punue the 

question of confiict fiequency. Table 9 is a nmvnary of how o h  the respondeats expehced 

codict with their parents over the grades issue. 

t 

TABLE 9 
RESPONDENTS' PERCEPTIONS OF THEIR EXPERIENCED FREQUENCY OF CONFLICT 

WiTH PARENTS OVER GRADES 

1 Percentage Distribution (Number of Respondents) 1 

Note: Calculations have been rounded to the nearest 'i/?ûth decimal place. 

Gender Aiways Frequeritly Occasionally Rarel y 
41 -2% (7) 
46-70! (7) 

T&I number of respondents = 32, 17 males and 15 females Only those respondents that reported 
feeling wnfiict were inciuded in the calculations- 

Male 
Fernale 

353Oh (6) 
33.3% (5) 

0.0% (O) 
6-70? (1) 

23.5% (4) 
13.3% (2) 
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The forthcorning analysk shodd be read with caution as the total number of 

respondenîs m the codict fkquency caldation is low because only those that reported 

confiict were înciuded. 

Seven of 17 males and 7 of 15 femaies rarely fdt connict. For this segment of the 

group, the lack of confticî wuld be due to the parents7 recognition that their children have 

made a mccessnil m o n  to adulthood. Their mark of entxy is the cmçsover corn secondary 

to postsecondary schooIing. 'My parents have let go of some strings. That's w k  happened 

with ail the kick. Guess they figure we how what we're doing now that we're in duit 

school", is how one male respondent in his mid-twenties exphined his parents' reasoning It 

appears that wfim the children were in elernentaq and high school, parents were most 

conmed with the aaual scores beause they wouid be the primary determinant of entry to 

ponsecondary education But now th the children have reached this plateau, their si@ may 

be shifting fkom grades to degree completion. Aence, parents rnight be relaxhg their 

arpectations ofgrades at this stage. 

For more than one-third of the sampie (6 of 17 males and 6 of 15 fdes ) ,  confiict was 

probabiy experîenced "ahvays" or "ffequently" because the parents wanted to motivate their 

children to achieve higher thm their present grades. This is one daughteis thougtits: Y hear 

the same ttnng at ewry report term. EIow corne you didn't get 100.0 per cent? 1 know that I 

can't do it because I'm not perféct". For others, the parents' desire to see their children enter a 

spechlty field beyond the degree might have contniïed to the stress. They believe that higher 

grades will increase their cfiildren's c h c e s  of entering a specîahy field, as this mde respondent 



expresse& 'Wby can't they [the p a . ]  leave me done and let me be happy? Why must they 

push me into optometry school? And this thhg about ali A's is rididous''. 

Femaies themseIves' might have fiad a different type of parental pressure over grades 

because th& parents hold a gender equality outiook '?t7s a man's world so always stay one 

step ahead with the @esy7, was how one respondent told of her fàther's career advice. 

PerIiaps the most signifiant factor was not the grades thernselves, but the uneven distriiution 

of chores which created more tumoi1 at home, "Mom expects me to dusr, clean and be a star 

So far, anai* o f q  research has centred on education and high grades. Along with 

the culture's forward foais on achievement is their d u e  of W y  lifa Dating and marriage 

follow in the next chapter. 



CHAPTIER FWE: Ic'l[NIDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

DATING AND MARRIAGE 

In the previous chapter, ducarion and grades were covered. A separate chapter was 

established for dating and mmiage due to the overlap of themes that emerged f?om the 

interviews, 

DATING 

'My parents dont like me to date CaucaslcaSlans. They are very prejudiced and believe in 

cuiturai pi.ay." This statement, made by a d e  responderq is rdective of the way many 

Chinese dders think Remaining tacidy and dturany pure has been cornmon and not 

restricted to the Chinese, 

It appears some parents have a tendency to make generalized opinions based on sIcin 

color. 'T~arents live with maal stereotypes of East Indians7 Natives, and Blacks" is how one 

son summarized this point. These parents apply a sücihg d e  of tolerance, that 4 the darker 

the skh, the less acceptable a person is as a suitabIe partner, as the foilowing response 

indicates7 "My rnom always said tbat ifs better to marry a lo fun [CaucaslcaSlan] than Bîack 

because their skin is too datic!"- 

In Table 10 are the children's answers on the importance of datmg Chinese. The data 

is divided h o  the respondents7 perceptions and th& perception of their parents7 views. 



TABLE 10 
THE IMPORTANCE OF DATING CHINESE: RESPONDENTS* SELF-PERCEPTIONS AND 

THEIR PERCEPTIONS OF THEIR PARENTS' ATTKUDES 
Percentage Distribution (Number of Respondents) 

Gender V Irntmrtant Immrtant Somewhat Not at Ali 

Note: Calculations have been rounded to the nearest 1110th decimal place. 

Male 
Parent 
Child 

Fernale 
Parent 
Child 

There is a contrast of opinions between the generations. Comparatively speaking, 

chüdren thought parents placed more d u e  on daring partners behg Chinese (42.3 per cent of 

males and 76.7 per cent of females said that it was either 'ZIery important" or "important" to 

their parents that they date Chinese). The chiIdren were more relaxed m their own dating 

attindes (19.2 per cent of males and 26.7 per cent of females said that it was either " v q  

important" or "important" that they date Chmese). 

Total number of respondents = 56, 26 males and 30 females. 

34.6?! (9) 
3.8% (1) 

40.0% (12) 
6.7% (2) 

The hdamental meaning of courtship today is vastly different than it was for most of 

the previous generation As a Chinese male in his twenties admitted, "Parents didn't 

understand this concept Really, Ï t  ïs a adience in definitions: girls as fiiends versus girls as 

girtaiends onlyYn The Iogicai daîing-ttomnhge q e n c e  is no longer the soie intention of the 

younger generation For some, the dahng yeacs are &ee and need not be serious. E v q  

penon that thqt go out with may not be considered as a potentiai long-tem partner. Daring 

can be used primarily as a vehicie for so-g a convenimt excuse for niends to get 

7.7% (2) 
1 54% (4) 

36.7% (1 1) 
20.0% (6) 

30.8% (8) 
23.1% (6) 

10.0% (3) 
30.0% (9) 

26.9% (7) 
57.7% (15) 

13.4% (4) 
43.3% (13) 
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together because they enjoy each other's comparry. This is not to discount those that are 

interestesi in betrothal because the etemai concept ofmamage WU always have its appeal. 

In the parents' generation, dating was not cornmon social practice because the old- 

fàshioned Chinese believed in arranged d a g e s .  Respondents were asked in the inte~ew 

whether courtship with th& current partner Hered fiom their parents and ifit di4  to indime 

how it was different. 11 t or@ 34.6 per cent of the respondents' parents dated. Of the 

remahder, 53.8 per cent were arranged and 1 1.5 per cent were some other fom, e.g., long- 

distance letter-writing as the primary form of courtship. The basic premise of arranged 

marriaga iie with the dders' belief that they know best. Parents felt h t  th& ma-, 

wisdom, and kmship co~ections made them best suited to select a spouse for their child. A 

decision as miportant as this should not be delegated to the child &ce they were more likely to 

err in judgment due to th& insrpeience and youth. For the parents, hding the appropriate 

match was dso seen as a nahiral extension of their role to care for theîr chiidren as they 

matured Typidly, in an amwged mariage, neither of the parties wouid have dated 

beforehand They leanied of one another's character through intennecüaries- 

For many of the sample's parents, it was impracticai to date because of phyncaf 

s e p h o n  Young and single Chinese males comprisxi the w*ority of early imrrn'grarsts. While 

a good number of them spent most of their waking hours aying to cave out a living Me time 

was left to find a C h e s e  spowe. As a dt, some e v e n w  wrote home for someone and 

met their partners through arranged maniages or "arranged introductions". Arrangeci 

introductions were bnefcorirtships where the male aaveIIed back to the homeland to meet the 

gid and propose mauiage- Technî*rUy, the parties dated but often not wnh the same fhvor as 
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the modernday ideai of love and romance. There were three distinct Merences: the choice of 

partner was not optionai (somebody else, usuaily the parents, wouid decide on the id-), 

datuig wiU lead to marriage and the partner would be of the same race. Other men stayed in 

contact with their f h r e  spouses by d g  Mers and many would meet for the fim tirne 

when they married. Long distances did not deter this eariy gaieration &om s t a . g  in touch 

with one another. The absence of distance barriers coupleci with th& exposure to Western 

values have altered the second-generation's attitude toward dating and maxriage. In faa, the 

mon heated conflicts arose over this subject because the children wanted the right to make 

their own spousal choice based on love (MZtrk and Chih, l982:8S). 

Aside Eom the general definition of dating, six themes ernerged fkom the chüdren 

relative to why th& parents disapproved of dating non-Chinese. The h t  reason involves 

communidon Many Chinese parents had ody partid understandmg of Engiish hence couId 

not comunîcate fluently with non-Chinese. This is not an issue for the daring parties as much, 

but more a consideration between the parents and the person interested in th& chiid. The 

parents fdt they could communicate better with sornebody Chese. A number of respondents 

agreed, ''Parents prefmed Chinese because they d d  understand the culture and speak the 

ianguagen . 

Culanal cohiiity was the second issue that the respondents raised over interracial 

d h g  where th& parents were concerned. "Parents want h e  generations to remaui 

Chinese and retain an u n d d g  of the arlture and Ianguage" was what one f d e  said 

over Ïts importance- IBterestingiy, there are maiiy different versions of spoken Chinese and this 

amtude extends d o d  nich that dating and maniage is preferred between those speakjng 
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the same dialect, as thk daughter's staternent ùidicates: 'Mom would have been happier $1 

fd in love wiîh a guy that spoke our dialect [Toi Shan] and not Mandarin! Now they speak 

English to each other, but she is okay with ie. 

Reverence for the aged is central to Chinese cuiture while Western cul- emphaszes 

youth and strengh Ttiis Eal piety expectation is the third reason why some Chinese parents 

have dBculty accepting nonChinese. They wony that as they grow older, their children will 

shunle them off into nursuig homes. This uncertainty goes beyond just the economic needs for 

the parents since rnany have enough îunds to be self-dcient. They wonda who will provide 

the physicai support as th& heaith deteriorates. Parents believe that a Chinese idaw would be 

more indoctrinated and accepting ofthe filial piety values. Hence, they would be more iikely to 

encourage th& spouses to provide physicai support to th& parents and make th& golden 

years more corrifortabIe. 

The fourth reason is the elden' feeling of distnin towards foreigners. Early Chinese 

faced racial discrimmaton h m  the Caucasian population, and as a r d f  this treatment sourd 

their "Gold Moucztain'' experience- Yu's study (1987) on disairnuian C C .  'on and cophg behavior 

of the early Chinese in Canada, claims that the Chinese imma'grants as whole, might have 

idenîified more positively with th& new country had there been more toletance and 

acceptance. h e a d  of idolizing it as they did in th& homeland, the immigrants scnitinize the 

Western scene more resriistidy after being exposed to the wrent events (Yao, 197% 1 1 1). It 

is the sentiment that non-Chinese may not fuy. a p p d e ,  understand, or respect these 

penpectRres tbat dishirb the older generation, As one daughter rephrased her fàther's 

thoughts, "We're not Iike the Wtnte people. They can look you in the eyes and Iie. Marry a 
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Chinese and they always treat you nght". Parents would teach this lesson as they wouid any 

other because they beiieved their cuiture represented the moral high ground. 

The fiâh reason for parental objection revolves around intermial grandchildren. Some 

parents are very concerned about racial prejudices agaïnst Chkiese, especiaiIy with futrirr 

generations oftheir own heage. 'My parents nispected that I was datllig a White girl. They 

didn't reaUy h o w  but that didn't stop them fiom giving me the gean. They kept asking, what 

am I putting rny children through because they wodd be half and haif", was how a male 

reiterated his parents' viewpoint. They fear that a halfbreed Chinese grandchild would have to 

deal with additional stressors that accompany mixed heritage, e.g., conflichg ailtural 

mditions. 

Lady, the hi& divorce rates associateci with Western dture has sparked a fèar in 

Chinese parents. They do not wish their children to be another divorce statistic. Various 

tacbcs were used by parents and grandparents to d c e  th& children to date Chinese incIudtig 

bnibery. 'My mother made the preference known through the offer ofjewelleiy", was how one 

daughter desa ied  her situation Whiie othen used threats of disownership, 'Mmy Chinese 

or rîsk losing inh*cef7 was one grandmother's threat to her grandson, 

Dating non-Chniese is a highly charged topic for Chinese parents, but did the varying 

qectations of the grnerations on this topic Iead to codct? Table 11 shows the confüct 

leveis reported by the respondents over dating. 



TABLE II 
RESPONDENTS' PERCEPTIONS OF THElR EXPERIENCED 

LEVEL OF CONFLlCT WiTH PARENTS OVER DATING 
1 Percentage Distri bution (Num ber of Respondents) 1 
Gendet A Great Deal Some A Little None I 

Male 1 3.8Oh (1)l 7 9.2% (5) 1 23.1% (6)l 53.8% (14) 
l~emale 1 2O.O0h (6)( 20.0% (6) 1 30.0% (9)l 30.0% (911 
Total number of respondents = 56, 26 males and 30 females 

Note: Calculations have been round& to the nearest 1iiOth decimal place. 

A quick look at the table shows that just over one-haü(53.8 per cent) of the Chinese 

males do not feel any tension with parents over who they court. However, at the other en4 

one-fiflh (20.0 per cent) of the females say there is "a great deaP' of tension. There is an 

obvious strong gender bias. The pater conflict of females m y  be due to the parents' 

protective conceni for daughters. Parental protectiveness of daughters ocarrs in mmy cuitmes 

and not just Chinese- Fernales are viewed as the weaker sex physically and emotionalIy. This 

perceiveci vulnerabüity is deriveci Born the traditional thinhg that daughters WU eventually 

many out of the M y  and become dependent on th& husbands for support. One respondent 

cited his parents' thoughts aptiy as, 'Women can't be trusteci to take care of them~dves'~. 

Many parents were more protective of their female cMdren and irnplemented stricter house 

niles for daughters (earler curfews, more Scnitiny of dates, no mowig O* etc.). These 

harsher restrictions relative to those for the soos demonstrateci unw treatment within the 

famih, and usually led to confiict, "My brothers? They get ait so much sîaclq t upsets me. 

They have no d m  or grounding penalties", was the way a female summarizPd her fkhgs. 

Mkny ofthe daughten pefceived these arbiaary differences to be additionai aiidence of 

favontism in an already male dominsrted cuiture- Daughters were arpected to act more 
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mahirely m terms of performing household duties, yet they were given l es  fieedom simpiy 

because they wae fanale. The foUowing response illustrates the constraints fernales live and 

work under: "Mom is so picky. She's on me about houseworlg and lately, it's been this 

moving out bit. Bad girls don't thhk iike that. They want the image that they r a i d  a good 

daughtei". 

Parents believe that helping thar daughter preserve a clean image is critical for finding 

a choice hUSblFd, especiaUy ifa spouse with viriuous qualities is vaiued. A girl with a colorhl 

past and rebellious nature is thought to be a l e s  desirabIe choice for a wife (Hom,1984:30). 

Since dating histoxy is rare@ a subject that cm be conceaieci weli, parents attempt to tightly 

monitor their daughter's dating activities. A baby borne out of wedlock is every parents' worst 

fear. This tiny human serves as a perpetual reminder, both to the parents and to the outside 

world, ofthe daughter's indi-ons. Blame may fàIl on the parents' shoulders because some 

people may niticke them for Eiiling to instil proper mords h o  their child. Thdore, these 

forces polarized some parents' attitudes towards protection of daughters and the daughters 

reacted unhappily to the ufik des. Conflict inevitably resuited. A number of daughters 

thought their parents kept a mirent scorecard for the children based on gender. This situation 

can be comparai to a basebali gMie with the parents as the unpire. Every nile is fonowed 

metidously for the daughters, however, des are o h  bent or lachg for the sons- From the 

girls' perspective, too rnaq &es, a mike is cailed a bd instead of a strike. They disiike th& 

parents' selechve enforcement of des  and the muitipfe penalties irnposed on their actions. Y 

understand why my parents t .  the way they do, but when is it okay for somebody to stay 

out aIl aight? ïha t 's  what my brothers do;" was how one daughter felt 



How ofien M e  respondents fdt confüct over dsting is show below in Table 12. 

TABLE 12 
RESPONDENTS' PERCEPTIONS OF THEIR EXPERIENCED 

FREQUENCY OF CONFLICT WKH PARENTS OVER DATING 

feeling cunflict were included in the calculations. 

Percentage Distribution (Number of Respondents) 
Gender AIways Frequentiy Oœasionally Rarel y , 

Note: Calculations have k e n  rounded to the nearest l / lû th  decimal place. 

Male 
Fem ale 

In the calculation of codict £tequency, the total number of respondmts is low because 

ody those thaî reporteci feeling conflict were induded. As nich, my forthcornhg a d p i s  

shodd be utitized to draw general concIusions but with caution 

Overail, the Ievel of conflict arperienced over dating is qude low. Codia was felt 

ccoccasionally" or "rare1y" by 10 of 12 d e s  and 15 of 21 fernales. There rnay be several 

explanations to justay these statisti~. F i  23.5 per cent of respondents claim their parents 

had no howledge of their dahg practices when they were asked the question, 'Do or did 

your parents have knowledge of your dating practices?". Codiict cannot Mse when childm 

purposefuyr kept th& love JÏves quiet- Pediaps they were afkïd oftheir parents' objections to 

whom they dated or that the ctiildren prrfeired to stay low-key on dating for penond comfiort, 

For those cMdren that dated Chinese and made th& prdérence lmown publicly, some said 

that î t  was 'bot by design or cornpliance, but it just happene&'. 

Second, parents are 1&g to accept interracial dating as Ï t  bwmes more 

conmonplace and as  a result, les  of a stigma is &tache& This may not mean that thqr iike the 

-- 
Total number of respondents = 33, 12 males and 21 fernales. OnIy those respondents that reported 

0.0% (0) 
4.8% (1) 

1 6.7Oh (2) 
23.8% (5) 

33.3% (4)  
42g0/9 (9)  

50.0% (6) 
28.6?! (6)  
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idea of mixed rekiomhips any bmer and probably still pref'ikr th& child become rornantically 

UivoIved with somme Chinese. The older generation's acceptance of intMal dating should 

increase with each long-lasting and s u d  interracial mariage, especidy for those withm 

the extended famEly cirdes, e.g, cousuis. It gives them more conûdence and promise that these 

type of relationSips can endure. This was evident in the attitude of one f e d e  respondent 

who was dating a Cauca~~*an at the tirne ofthe kitemkc '1 stiIi prefér Chinese, but Sm past 

the age to be picky." A recent trend, indicated in a study by Osako and Liu (1986), shows that 

the relevance of tradàional values in the lives of Japanese-Amexicans are more likdy reduced 

by the increased oises of intermaniage. 

Third, several respondaa~ thought their parents had sucwnbed to r-. That is, if 

they insi*sted their children marry within the Chinese culture, their children would be alone 

forever. This is largely due to the d nurnbers of Chinese who lived in these toms or cities. 

These parents, however relu- aiiowed their children to explore the h t e d  boundaries 

and at the same the, stin dedy  hoped that they would find tme love within the same race 

(hg, l986:92)). A d e  respondent expressecl his parents' philosophy m this way, "On special 

occasions, like my high school graduation, 1 was allowed [by his parents] to date the White 

girls, since there were so few Chinese around. But they still expect me to marry Chinese". 

Fernales though fdt conflict more intense& and Eequentiy with th& parents over 

daàng than the d e s  (6 of21 fernales said they fieh codlict "dways" or "firequently" relative to 

2 of 12 males). The fonowing ~-emark reinforces the notion that fernales must be cared for by a 

husband: "IThere is more pressure for f d e s  to marry Chinese b e c -  they [the elden] 

believe that a Chinese would be more responsible and reIiabIe as a husband than a Cauca~~~an". 
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From the parents' positions, dating should always be serious and lead to maniage. It is 

critical then for the parents that their children date oniy those people, in 0 t h  words Chinese, 

that would become their preferred spouses. But the children's attitudes towards interracial 

dating is one of greater acceptabiiity in aS practise. However, the prionties of young people 

these days are changuig and in some cases, professional obligations (jobs and careers) 

supenede personal comrriitments (-age). 

MARRlIAGE 

"Mjr dad keeps asking me, when willI seaie down? Pve bought a house, what more 

does he want? A husband, t h ' s  what." Implicit in these words fiom a daughter* are the older 

generations' attitude that &age should be top priority for young people. Chinese parents 

seek a philosophical meanhg to the concept o f m w e  and beiieve 6 to be the cornerstone of 

human existence. 'What normal person doesn't want to get manieci and have cwdren? That's 

what we're supposed to do" was the way one respondent summed up his parents' perspective. 

Many Chinese parents seem to féel th& duty m life and iast obligation to th& children 

is to see that they get a proper start to theû liws by maqing weil. The criteria moa often 

used by the Chinese to judge whether cornmunity members (parents) have "done their job", 

are: children have finished postsecondaqr education (usuaiiy University), be gagifully 

employed, get married @referabIy to other Chinese)' and have chiidren @referabIy boys). 

Anecdotal widence from respondeats show that the subject of is very dear to 

parents' hearts. Table 13 separates the importance of rnanïage by generation as reportai by 

the male and fernale cbildren, 



TABLE 13 
THE IMPORTANCE OF MARRIAGE: RESPONDENTS' SELF-PERCEPTIONS AND 

THEIR PERCEPTIONS OF THEIR PARENTS ATTiTUDES 
Percentage Distri buüon (Num ber of Respondents) 

Gender V lmwrtant Immrtant Somewhat Not at Al1 

Note: Calculations have been rounded to the nearest I l lû th  decimal place. 

Male 
Parent 
Child 

Female 
Parent 
Child 

i 

Similar responses fiom the children show that there is We gender difference in terms 

of the value placed on marriage (26.9 per cent of males and 30.0 per cent of females assignai a 

" v q  miportant" rathg to rnarriage). This unisex opinion among the younger generation 

appean to be a product of acculturation since the cMdren generally thought their parents 

vaiued mamage more highly for f d e s  than males (38.5 per cent of sons said th& parents 

m e  mmiage as 'tery importani' compared to 56.7 per cent of daughters). This recent 

reversai m phenornenon contradias the camiky of Chinese thought where betrothal is 

considered more miportant for d e s  due to their traditional obligation of "continuhg the line7'. 

There may be two explanafions for the shift in social trend F a  the constant hope of 

C h e s e  parents to see their daughters marry probably & id  the female respondaits' 

asignment ofvalues. This is not to say that parents did not have the same e x p h o n  of th& 

maie CfiIldren. 1t is just that the daughters fàce the biologicai dilemma of childbirth This topic 

will be disaissed M e r  with the codict fiequency results. Second, since the younger 

generation are l e s  receptive to the id*i of arrangeci marriages as the primary vehide to  

Total number of respondents = 56, 26 males and 30 females. 

38.5% (IO) 
26.g0h (7) 

56.7% (17') 
30.0% (9) 

46.2Oh (1 2) 
46.2Oh (1 2) 

33.3Oh (10) 
43.3% (1 3) 

11.5% (3) 
15.4% (4) 

70.0% (3) 
16.70h (5) 

3.8% (1) 
11.5% (3) 

0.0% (0) 
1 O,O0h (3) 
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meetmg a lifé partner (reasons were stated in the dahg section), parents wül naturally féel a 

certain loss of influence. Some parents may try harder to exert control and persuade thar 

children of its importance verbaily. This reason, combined wah the previous notion that there 

is a greater immediacy of f d e s  to marry, could explain the new pattern ofthought. 

ûveralI, the respondents feit that th& parents vaiued marriage more than they did. 

Both males and fernales di iike the concept of d a g e .  Aimost three-quarters of the sample 

(73.1 per cent of males and 73.3 per cent of fernales) stated that marriage was eaher '%exy 

important" or "important' to them 

There are two possible reasons for the ditlirent views over marriage between the 

generations. The first reason centres on how parents define happhess. These h-generation 

immigrants carne to Canada in search of material wealth. Ftom th& perspective, if one 

attained wealth, then one should be, by definition, happy. Similarly, they extend this outlook 

towards one's penonal lifé in that if one was manid, then one has achieved happiness. 

Therefore, most parents expect rnarriage to bring happiness to theu chîidren It is difmlicdt for 

parents to understand why their children are sornetinies rductant to commit thernselves to such 

a delïghtful event Chüdreri, however, reared in a very different environment than their parents, 

often have a diffierent rnmease ofhappiness. They are centred more on the concept of self- 

fiilfilment. Hence, the act ofmmiage may not n d y  equate with happiness. Mimïage is 

not a p n o e  event for some children as parents wouid wish it to be. 

Divorce and the fear of making a marital mistake constitute the second reason for the 

mtergenerationai d i f f i c e  m mrriage d u e s .  In the parental generation, divorce was 

practiCany unheard of as marrïage was for Iifé regardes of the co~l~equences~ Ln fàct, when 
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respondents were asked to state th& parents' m e n t  marital status, 83.9 per cent said 

ccmanid'. This is a high figure considerlig, as mentionai in the dating section, thai 53.8 per 

cent of the parents' maniages were m g e d  Children today sometimes fear making a 

permanent cornmitment becaux they do not want to make the wrong choice. The entire 

mindset towards the instihition of marxïage has changed, as wmments h m  one male indicates, 

"I want to get marrieci someday. But 1 have to be tard so 1 don't make a mistake. 1 want to 

get t [marriage] right the first time. Living together is a possibility W. 

The widest discrepancy in htergendond values ofmarriage came from the f d e s .  

F i - s i x  and seven-tenths per cent of daugtners ranked marriage as "very important" to their 

parents cornpared to 30.0 per cent of daughters. From the sons' perspective, 38.5 per cent 

ranked rnaniage as '%q important" to th& parents compared to 26.9 per cent of sons. There 

is a strïking perceived Merence of opinions. Statistics h m  Table 13 showed that marriage 

for daughters remained a top pri~nty for many parents (as stated in the education d o n ) .  To 

see whether a value dÏikence between the parents and th& daughters translatai into conflict, 

Table 14 shows the reporteci o v d  levels of conflict nom the younger gendon7s 

perspective. 

TABLE 14 
RESPONDENTS PERCEPTIONS OF THElR EXPERIENCED 
W E L  OF CONFLICT WITH PARENTS OVER MARRLAGE 

Note: Cafculations have been rounded to the nearest IllOtti decimal place 

Percentage Distribution (Number of Respondents) 
Gender A Great Deal Sorne A Liffle None 

73,1% (19) 
13.3% (4) 

Total number of respondents = 56,26 males and 30 fernales 

19.2% (5) 
43.3% (13) 

Male 
Female 

7-7% (2) 
30-0% (9) 

0.0?6 (O) 
13.3% (4) 
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Fernales encountered more con£lict with th& parents over the topic of mankge (30.0 

per cent of f d e s  and 7.7 per cent of males reported "a great deap'). This hding supports 

what is already known about parent. acpectations. Since parents have higher expectations for 

daughters to get mamed, the desire to d o m  a üfelong hope into reality created tension 

between the nvo g a i d o m .  It was nirprising to see that about three-fourths (73.1 per cent) 

of the des did not report any confiîct at dl especially when 84.7 per cent of males felt 

mmiage was ' tery important" or "important" to th& parents. This implies that while it is 

generally important to both parents and male chüdren that the latter marry, low Ievels of 

corif2ict arose over the issue. There appears to be a g e n d  understanding that male children 

will get married at some time and that this is acqtable to both parties. More on this topic will 

be covered in the disaission on confiict fiequncy. 

What primary &or accounts for the greater codict reported by the women? Many 

women today like the symbolic meanhg of economic independence. They want a means by 

which to support t h d v e s  as opposed to relying on a husband as the breadwinner- With this 

money-e-g potaitial cornes pater fieedom and decisiowmaking power on issues nich as 

&age. Ifthe woman is able to hct îon on her own, then she can Ieave home at any age and 

at the same tirne, not feei the need to get married by a specific age. 

This new soual trend has *nised some w o q  for parents as the average age for 

daughters to many is later* '%dore the age of30, my mom hïs ted  1 see only Chinese boys, 

but &er 30, Cauca~~*ian was fine", was the observation of one Chinese fernale. This reiuctant 

drop m the Qiteria for the ideal son.-m-hw refiects the p m ' s  desperation To have an 

&ed daughter wouid be shamefbf to traditonal Chinese parents. In the olden d a .  gnds 



were reared for the purpose of mariage. Accordhg to one daughter, her parents' choice of 

quahies for an ideal husband wouid typically be someone who is "Chinese, have a mmimum of 

a Bacheior's ducation, have a steady job, be a profdonal, have no bad habits [drink or 

mioke], and be r e s p d  of the elders". 

J" how ofien collisions over rnarrrmarrrage was fek between parents and th& children is 

Summanzed in Table 15. The data is separateci between the male and f d e  respondents. 

TABLE 15 
RESPONDENTS' PERCEPTIONS OF T HElR EXPERIENCED 

FREQUENCY OF CONFUCT WITH PARENTS OVER MARRIAGE 
Percentage Distribution (Number of Respondents) 

Gender Alwavs Freauentiv Oaasionallv Rarelv 

feeling confiict were induded in the calculations. 

L - 

Note: Calculations have been rounded to the nearest 1/1ûth decimal place. 

The total number of respondenîs for my CaicuIation on con;8ict fiequency is low 

because only those that reported feeling confIict were included As a result, my analysis and 

condusions over mamtage are suggestive. 

Over one-thkd of the f e d e s  (9 of 26) reported that they were ccdways" in c o d c t  

whereas no maies Mt this same fkpency of emotion In they expenenced the exact 

opposde, that 4 5 of 7 males encountered "raren codict  over marriage with th& parents and 

recall the majorÎty reporteci feeling no conflict at alL This phenornenon may be a result of the 

multi-track focus of contempomy women Mimy desire the oppomuiiry to realize th& fÙll 

71 -4Oh (5) 
0.O0h (O) 

Male 
Female 

p o t d d  as mdividds for the sake of seIf--= Tt is no longer enough to derive complete 

Total nurnber of respondents = 33, 7 males and 26 fernales. Only those respondents that reported 

0.0% (0) 
346Oh (9) 

28.6% (2) 
34.6% (9) 

0.0% (0) 
30.8% (8) 
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satisfàdon &om the accomplisbments of one's misband and children. 7 love to share in the 

niumphs of my m y .  But then 1 wanted something thaî 1 could call my own, so 1 took a 

m e s  course and passed!" 

In their quest for fdfilme$ the women attempted to strike a balance between ail 

aspects of th& Iives. Optunaily each segment shodd fit together Iike a jigsaw p d e .  But 

these women sornetimes fa& the overwhelmllig strain ofrnisrnatched puzzle pieces (multiple 

roles) and conflict resulted. LXe has becorne so compIicâted for today's M y  as the trend for 

women to spend more tirne outside ofthe home continues. 

There are two scplanations for how this social movement has impacted 

intergenerational relations and bas led to greater fiequency of cunfbct for fernales. F i  

parents perceive a greater seme of urgency for f d e s  to get marrieci because of their brief 

c h i I d b i ~ g  years. This is the h d a r n d  reason why females tended to m a q  young 

Sometimes this urgency of parents' manifested itseifin the form of e x p d o n s  when parents 

meticulousiy planned events for every stage of their children's lives to ensure this brief 

opportunity is not missed In one parti& instance, the strategy bacldïred! A daughter 

recounted the events. A Chmese mother, eager to see her daughter marryy arrangeci for a 

surprise visit at thek home by a set of interested parents and th& son. Unbeknownst to 

everyone, the daughter had just fished a shower. She was not dressed in what wouid have 

been considered appropriate attîrq however. she did make a lasting fht Ïmpressio~t Men did 

not experience this same biological pressure a s  women They arn start a M y  later in Hee 

Women's historical pattern of making coIDmitment~ d e r  than men has led to a 

a b r a i  s t i p  aSSOciafed with uNnamed older women. This dturai  stîpa, which can 
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negatveiy impact a pason's public image, has the potential to brand the old maid label on the 

uNnarried fernale. She could be seen potanially as possesshg some undesirable traits, e.g, 

infiérior domestic skills. According to a few male respondeats, a siitable daughter-in-1aw who 

pleases th& parents would be someone who is "reliable, cooks, takes care of the M y  

[husband and chüdren], and of patemal parents when oldef'. By s thg  this criteria, sons have 

acknowledged the elden' importance of females in their traditional domestic roles. 

Contrary to the f d e  childbirth issue, there is a counter argument that men can use to 

rationalize th& lata marriage age. Men are expected to dernonstrate th& ab* to support 

their potential wives prior to proposing mariage. The pressure to marry then is reduced since 

the eiders understand tbat time is needed to amas wealth and to prove to his fùture wife (and 

her M y )  that a life with him would be stable and secure. How much weath and how much 

time is required to accumulate the wealth M n e s  fiom situation to sitution. 

Second, higher codc t  reported by fernales could be a result of timing. Ahhough ail 

respondents were asked the question, 'What behavior or action of youn do you think wodd 

please your parents the most?", the of unmaniecl fernales m e r d  without hesitation, 

"Get rnarried!". But this imrnedkte wish of the parents corrflicted with the immediate wish of 

this segment of femaies (20 of the sample's 30 femaIes were unmarrieci). Most of the 

Unmameci diaighters admitteci that they would eventually like to settle down and raise a M y -  

They may ewn lave the worlâorce af&r th& children are bom This creates a nanow time 

window in whîch these women have an opportunity to d e  their mark in the job place. 

Therefbre, they may view professonal life more importamly because the oppominity could 

mon be foregone. 
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Some fémale respondents are in the age group where they are just about to enter into 

the worlaorce, so they are anticipahg a quick sprint in the career arena before putting that 

aspiration on hold ternpody or permandy to raise a famiy (there were 10 fernale students 

in the sample). Curiously, this fàct may w d  be one ofthe excuses why some women choose to 

emphasize careers, as long as they are progressing weii, they can claim that they are too busy to 

search for a spouse and seale d o m  In this sense, careers become an excuse for ddecting 

marriage pressures. The foais on career on be more intense because ofthis shortened time 

âame and this often Ied to a perception arnongst parents that tfieir daughters are too career- 

orienteci. This, in tum, hcreased the fie~uenq of conoict. 

The parents' forward look Uito the personal funire lives of their diildren were 

examineci in this chapter on daring and maniage. In the next chapter, we dect on the parents' 

nostalgie reverence ofthe pan, best persorified by ancestor worship and paremal support. 



CHAPTER S E  FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

ANCESTOR w o m  AND PARENTAL SUPPORT 

ANCESTOR WORSHD? 

'Mut go to grave and show our respects. Nothing hard about that", was an ofien 

heard directive of parents. Children were summoned to gather at the burial plots of ancestors 

on signifiant dates to honor their mernory. This act of remembrance, known spdcally as 

ancestor veneration, was the ara investigated in my research, Since the pilot intewiews did 

not rweal a distinction between the worshipping sites of the btirid plot (outside the f k d y  

home) and the ancestral tablet (iiide the M y  home), the interview questions were not 

separated to re£iect both practices. 

In order to determine the depth of the ccout-of-home" homage, respondents were asked 

to rate the importance of ancestor worship for th& parents and thernselves. Table 16 cornallis 

th& answers, 

TABLE 16 
THE IMPORTANCE OF ANCESTOR WORSHIP: RESPONDENTS' SELF-PERCEPTIONS AND 

THEIR PERCEPTIONS OF THEIR PARENTS AlTiTUDES 

Note: Calculatîons have been rounded to the nearest ?/tOtfi decimai place, 

Percentage Disbibutîon (Number of Respondents) 
Gender V Important Important Somewhat Not at NI 
Male 
Parent 
Child 

Femal e 
Parent 
C hild 

Total number of respondents = 56,26 males and 30 fernales, 

19.2% (5) 
7.7% (2) 

30-0s (9) 
3,3% (1) 

7-7% (2) 
26,9% m 

1 O,O% (3) 
20,0% (6) 

38.5% (1 O) 
23.1% (6) 

33-3s (10) 
23-3Oh 0 

34.6% (9) 
423Oh ( I I )  

26J0r6 (8)  
53-3Oh (16) 
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What is revealing about Table 16 are the low values that children assigned for theV 

parents for ancestor worship (57.7 per cent of d e s  and 63.3 per cent of f e d e s  said ancesfor 

worship was either 'trery important'' or "important" to th& parents). It is interesthg to note 

that some children perceived only a moderate importance of this cuitmal tradition to ther 

parents especially since Chinese traditiody value the past and one's ancestors are seen as a 

link to the past (Lin, 1985:s). Ancestor worship appean to have lost some of its origind lustre. 

This more rdaxed artinide of these parents towards worSipping illustrates the evolving 

characteristic of adniration, But it seerns that other elders still want to retain the tradition in 

Canada Th& loyalties to ancestors, which wiii be d i d  in the next paragraph, d c e d  in 

diffèrent ways. Living physically distant fiom the home country where most cuitural traditions 

orighate, it would have been easier for aU parents to simphfjr their lives abroad and discontinue 

the rituaIs. Y* the respect for ancestor worship and whaî it represents symboiidy is evident 

today. 

It is the responsiiiiity ofthe mother to pass Chinese traditions on to the chilken @ k k  

and Chh,1982:69). Around speciai Chmese holidays, she wouid cook speciai food, as the 

following description colrfimis. "My parents celebrate the festivals Moon F M  and New 

Year's Feidhi. Mom dways makes her speciecial pasenes. But when R cornes to vintllig the 

gravesite, they've stopped that" 

Most major lunar festival ceiebratious and rituaIs are observeci in varying d m  by 

Chinese @oq1987:154). T h e  onIy thing my -y does to show respect is twke a 

year, in the spring and fà& we visit the cemetery where grandpa was laid to r d  was how one 

son relayed his fàdy's routine. Modification or simplification ofcertam traditions may si@ 
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a weakeriing of Ioyaity ties to the ethnic d t u r e  (Johnson, 1979:369). Some of the reasons 

why will be covered later with the c o d i a  tables. 

Daughters, more so than sons, thought their parents clung more tightly to ancestor 

wonhip. Nmeteen and MO-tentfis per cent of males and 30.0 per cent of females said the 

tradition was Very important? to dieir parents. Since it bas already been established that t is 

d y  the mother's role to instil traditions ont0 th& offspring this reported dBerence in 

perceptions between males and fernales on the importance of ancestor worshïp couid be due to 

a closer motional bond between mother and daughter. When respondents were asked the 

question, "Could you descriie your relatiomhip with your mother?", females indïcated more 

oflen than the d e s ,  that f b d y  matters was amongst one of the topics discussed with th& 

mothers. It rnakes sense then for daughters to be sensitive to their parents' d u e  of 

worshipping beknw they heard the topic more o h  than th& brothers. 

The ctrildren's perspective was M y  d o r m  between the genders. They attached 

considerabiy less value to worshipping as a whole, relative to their perceptions oftheir parents' 

cornmitment (30.8 per cent of d e s  and 26.6 per cent of f d e s  said ancestor wofihip was 

' k y  importa& or "importa&' compared to the 57.7 per cent of males and 63.3 per cent of 

f d e s  who gave the ratings for the same categories for their parents). DEerent rates of 

amituration can explain this trend. Progressive rmoval fîom the ethnic culture ocairs for 

each successive gaieration as the intanalizaton of Western n o m  rise (Fong, l97?124). 

Wah the percented codiict between the two generations on the ancestor worship 

tradition, the amount of coo8ict between generafions became an intereshg question, Presenîed 

m Table 17 are the chiidren's responses 



TABLE 17 
RESPONDENTS' PERCEPTIONS OF THEIR EXPERIENCED 

LEVEL OF CONFUCT WiTH PARENTS OVER ANCESTOR WORSHlP 
Percentage Distribution (Nurnber of Respondents) 

Gender A Great Deal Some A Little None 
I 

Male 1 7.7% (2)f O,OOh (O) 1 26.9% (7) 1 65.4% (17) 
l~emale 1 0.0% (O) 1 6.7% (2) 1 6.7% (2) 1 û6.7% (2611 
Total number of respondents = 56,26 males and 30 fernales. 

Note: Calculations have been rounded to the nearest i/?Oth decimal place. 

A remarkably high percentage of children (65.4 per cent of males and 86.7 per cent of 

f d e s )  said they did not feel any conflict over the age old &on of ancestor worship. There 

are severai fiictors that m0ght explain the low leveis of connict The k t  could be the parents' 

realizaton that some form of acailairation is inevitable with a move to a foreign country. 

Values for the next gaieration will not be identicai with that of the parents' and eventually, 

there is some acqtance of this social reaiityeaiity A cunscious reordering of priori& by the 

parents takes place. 'To my parents, sçhool is more important than ancestor worship, so 

they've never msisted on my participation," was how one daughter explained her own la& of 

invo~vement with this tradition, 

The second factor in the low codict levels d d  be the impracticaüty of ancestor 

worship in 232 per cent of the cases because the ctiüdren did not iive wghm doivmg distance of 

the gravesites Çm the interview, respondents were asked the burial locations of thar ancestors). 

Hence, a convernent exaw to avoid the trap of obiigatory duties. Of the respondents who 

hed withm the reasonable c h h g  distance (76-7 per cent), many stated that the duties, a few 

bows once or twice a y=, were quite simple* As such, they did not feel the rare, innocuous 

demands of their parents were stEng îheir personal lifestyie. 
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Fdy, many parents and children themselves did not fée1 the preparations for the ritual 

were worthwhile. Often, these duties were perfonned in China as a way of demonstrating to 

others in the dtural  c o m u n i ~  that they still remember and respect one's ancestors and the 

tradition Wrth fewer eyes looking over their shouiden in a new country, there might be a 

tendency for the parents to comply less or simplify the M. 

To better understand why males expressed more confiict with th& parents over 

ancestor worship than f d e s  (7.7 per cent of males reported "a great deai" of confliq no 

fernales reported this same lwel of confiict), it wouid help to examine the fkquency levels as 

weli. Table 18 is a summary of the children's estimateci occurrence of coxdict between parents 

and themselves. 

Note: Calculations have been rounded to the nearest 1I'iOth decimal place. 

TABLE 18 
RESPONDENTS' PERCEPTIONS OF THEIR EXPERIENCED 

FREQUENCY OF CONFUCT WlTH PARENTS OVER ANCESTOR WORSHIP 
Percentage Distri bution (Num ber of Respondents) 

Gender AIway s Frequently Ocr-xîionally Rarely 

Caution should be used in the herpretatîon of Table 18 because of the low number of 

respondents. Only those that reported feeling confiict over ancestor wonhip were included in 

the conBia Eequency caicuIations. 

55.8% (5) 
700.0% (4) 

Male 
Female 
Total number of respondents = 13, 9 maIes and 4 fernales. Onfy those respondenb that reported 
feeling confiict were included in the calw lations. 

0.0% (O) 
0.0% (O) 

222% (2) 
0.0% (O) 

22.2% (2) 
O,O% (0) 
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Consistent wàh the males' experience of higher cudict  levels are the higher fiqency 

levels. Just over haf of thern (5 of 9) said theû conflict was "rare'' while 4 of 9 said 

'Ykquemiy" or "occasionallf'. c'Rare'7 mdict happened for the 4 fernales who felt confiict. 

Part of the reason for the differences in pecceived CO& ikquency 1weIs between the 

genders could be that traditionally ancestor worship was the exclusive respons i i  of Chinese 

d e s .  Maies carried the sacreci M y  narne, hence rituai obfigations to wonhip ancestors and 

parents der  death is th& inherited Iifelong duties (Johnson,1979:361). Fernales though, 

visited the gravesites of direct descendants unta they were niamed o e  as this Chinese daughter 

cunfhed, '7 don? do ancestor worship with Mom and Dad since getting rnatTied". Mer 

rnarnCage, daughers are expected to participate in the worshipping of their husbands' anceston. 

There Mght have been severai sources to the higher fiequency of codict for males. 

One male respondent expresseci his codiïct in this manner Y believe in the theory and idea of 

ancestor wonhip, but don? see the p d c a i i t y  of the ritual as much". He did not understand 

the reievance of the tradition and whether it 6ts in with his present Canadian lifestyle. Second, 

a lack of understanding the ancestor worship tradition led to the occasionai blunderr 'Tt's so 

weird, 1 started to eat the food on the table, then Mom yeiied at me to stop and bow to it". The 

sacdicial food is syrnboIîcaJly served to the deceased Third, some people did not believe in 

worshïp because ofreligious dïEerences. "Christians don't worship, we say prayefsn, was how 

a Chinese son acpiained his position. 

Ladyy the expeaarion of males to d o m  to th& parents' demands combined with 

the younger generations' p r e f d  desire for convenience and fiexiiility elevated the confiict 

muk A male stated his negotiation stmtegy in this mamer* 'T don't mind the 
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1 try to suggest different dates which are more suitable for my knily." 

h d s  the driving to distant sites, a heavy burdeq "My parents' requests are 

less reasonable because of the distance to Vancouver. These walkabouts shouId be done when 

we're there on summer vacations.'' This staternent rdects the sentiments of a number of the 

study's respondents. "Ancâtor woFSip k a &on long past gone, but our respect can be 

shown in other ways. We s h d  always remember and think of the< was how one male 

interviewee phrased his resolution over the ancestor worship question.. 

As much as the elden expect their children to won* the deceased, parents insist that 

thû show of respect and obedience be displayed when they are alive and &a death It is this 

filid expeztation w k  parent are aiive that requests for physical support can potentidy lead to 

some exnotional d g  between the generatiom. 

PARENTAL SUPPORT 

"whatm 

and do what thqr ask for. 

would want most h m  the children is respect Do what they say 

Even wÏth things tbat 1 may not be mmfoaable doing", was one 

son's thoughts of his parents' requests for respect and obedience. This obligation to be 

obedient was a topic that emerged in my r m c h  It Eequedy manifested itselfin the foxm of 

physical support Physical support means chiIdren lending a hand to their parents in h e s  of 

distress and n d  

The data preseded m Table 19 is the respondems' perceptions of th& parents' 

fkequency of requests for ptrjsical support 



Note: Calculations have been rounded to the nearest ?/lQth decimal place. 

TABLE 19 
RESPONDERITS' PERCEPTIONS OF THEIR PARENTS' 
FREQUENCY OF REQUESTS FOR PHYSlCAL SUPPORT 

Percentage Distribution (Number of Respndents) 
Gender Always Frequentiy Orucasionally Never 

Table 19 shows that f d e  respondents thought they were asked more ofien to help 

out their parents. There is a common perception that parents want d  the^ requests granted. 

30.8% (8) 
33.3% ( I O )  

Male 
Female 

Sixteen and seven-tenths per cent of daughters constantIy f i t  this obligatory concem with no 

Total number of respondents = 56, 26 males and 30 fernales. 

sons in the same position A probable cause for the perception of uneven demand for heip is 

0.0% (O) 
16.7% (5) 

planted in parental attitudes of gender roles. 

Although modem Chinese parents may be less traditional than their historical 

??.5% (3) 
16-7% (5) 

counterparts, they nevertheles expect their daughten to be dornesticaily cornpliant The home 

57.7% (15) 
33.3% (1 0) 

with th& m o t k  Mer marriage, household rnatters 

p a d  expectations of help Eom the daughter should 

is used by parents for defming tasks. Fernales, when they are Young, are 

man id  The daughter does not h e  under the jurisdiction of her parents 

expected to share 

are the women's 

cease after she is 

any longer. This 

explanati-on makes some sense Ïn light of the data Saty-six and seven-tenths per cent of 

f d e  respondents have never been marrieci, so they would be asked more ofien for physical 

support since it is th& duty and it accounts for the higher request for support figures for 

fernales- A -ed daughtex stated: 7 don't feel the need to honor my parents' requests like 1 

used to because ofb&g marrieci off'. 
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Human interaction is generaUy governed by the reciprocity rule, that is, both parties 

should perceive a baiefit to the relationship. Exchange theory suggests that during 

interactions, individuais try to mâwnize their rem& and minimize th& costs (Suitor and 

Pillemer,1988:1038). When an imbdance is perceived, then the relationship ends, or confbct 

continues, 

Wah the inherenî power of parents and the howledge that home duties are the 

f d e s '  domab, I expected to find a considerabie amount of curiflict in the parent-daughter 

relationship. Aggegate hdings listed m Table 20 tell the respondents' story on the issue of 

gender conflict m relation to parental support. 

TABLE 20 
RESPONDENTS' PERCEPTIONS OF THElR EXPERIENCED 

LEVEL OF CONFUCT WITH PARENTS OVER PHYSICAL SUPPORT 
Percentage Distribution (Number of Respondents) 
A Great Deal Sorne A Little None 

l ~ a l e  1 0.0% (O) 1 23.1% (6)I 46.Z0h (12) 1 30.8% (8) 
l~emale  1 16.7% (5) 1 36.7% (1 1) 1 20.0% (611 26.7Oh (8) 
Total number of respondents = 56, 26 males and 30 females. 

Note: Calculations have k e n  rounded to the nearest IIIOth decimal place. 

It is surprising to see the low wnaict ratings for both genders. Seventy-seven per cent 

of des and 46.7 per cent of females reporteci feeling "a little" or no waajict. This general 

sense ofhannony between the generations over physical support may be iÏnked to two Eictors. 

Fïrst, the nature of the requests accounted for the children's ease of reception. Most requests 

were simple and not time-collsuming "Dropping off my parents in Cbinatown or picking up a 
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bag of r i e  on the weekend isn't a big deal. 1 have to pass through there anyway on rny way to 

the gym or a Eend's house" was one male respondents' view ofparenta support. 

Second, the requests could be evaiuated on an individual, case-by-case basis by the 

children. This element ofcontrol and flexiiility is important to the younger generation as seen 

in this statement, "I don't mind phoning the doctor's ofice to make appointments because I 

don't have to set foot outside my house. But ifs harder when 1 have to drive over to Dad's to 

look over forms". It appears a redistn'bution of power has taken place within the W y .  The 

traditional hierarchicai order, where the male head's position is absolute, has evolved into the 

m e n t  stmchire of greater equaiity between parents and children (Cheung, 1989:459). 

In terms of gender comparisons, 16.7 per cent of daughten eqerienceù "a great deal" 

of con£iict. There were no males in this category. This reported coniOict Werence between 

the genders could be a result ofthe types of requests and its W e n c y  made by parents. 

During the course of interviews, two notable mes of needy parents arose: the 

working-class parents who migrated to Canada with barely a shîrt on th& backs with minùlial 

command English, and middle-class parents who had better financial and language capabfies. 

Language rnay have beei a barrier to adjustment due to the strong attachent ofworking- 

dass parents to Chiaatown (Cheung, l989;458). 

In order to gain a more comprehensive profile of the type of pannt that wodd most 

rquire th& chiidren's ianguage and physicai support, 1 have mer segmented the 

respondents' m e r s  on level of codict according to his or her fàther's occupational 

category. This variable was chosen beoiuse the fàther is usuaIly the primary breadwinaer, and 

as a result, the dependence level on the child can be d k d y  measured. The data have been 



broken kto three separate tables: F i  Tables 21A) and 2lB) contain respective information 

for fkthers nmently employed in prof&onal,manageri~echnical and rnanual labor jobs. 

Second, Table 21C) takes a look at the historieai occupation of retired Mers. Nmeteen 

responde.nts, who iived in Werent &es fiom their parents, have been rernoved eom the 

dcuîations. Although a number of them expressed a desire to help theV parents, it was 

irnpcactid due to geographical s e p d o n .  ALnost dl respondents said the question was not 

applicable to th& persona1 situations. Beiow are the ~ontl ia levels for respondents classified 

by his or her Mer's ment occupation and past occupation for rehd  fathers. 

TABLE 21 
RESPONDENTS' PERCEPTIONS OF THElR EXPERIENCED LEVEL OF CONFLICT WITH 

PARENTS OVER PHYSICAL SUPPORT CLASSIFIED BY HIS OR HER FATHER'S OCCUPATlON 

Perçentage Distribution (Number of Repondents) 
A) Profess ionaUManageriaIITech niml (Currently Emp Ioyed) 
Gender A Great Deal Some A L i e  None 

C) Manual Labour (Retireci) 
Gendet A Great Deal Some A Little None 
Male 1 0.0% (0)l 250% (2)l 25.0% (1)i 50-0% (2) 

B) Manual Labour (Currentiy Employed) 
Gender A Great Deal Some A Little None 

Fernale 1 0.W (0)l 60.0% (3) 1 20.0% (?)1 20.0% (1 ) 
r 

Total number of respondents = 9, 4 males and 5 fernales. Only those respondents who reside 
lin the  a m e  city as his or her parents have been induded in the calculations. I 
Note: Calculaiions have been round& to the nearest l/?Otti decimal place. 

Total number of respondents = IO, 5 males and 5 females. Only those respondents who reside 
in the  same city as his or her parents have been induded in the calculations. 

40.0% (2) 
40.0% (2) 

20.0% (1) 
20.0% (1) 

Male 
Female 

Male 
Fernale 

An overview of Tables 21A), 21B), and 21C) rwealed that the Mers' ocaipations 

40.0% (2) 
40.0% (2) 

0.0% (0) 
0.O0h (0) 

Total number of respondents = 18, 10 males and 8 females. Only those respondents who reside 
in the same city as his or her parents have been inciuded in the calculations, 

40.0% (4) 
125% (1) 

have effècted the codict  I d  ofchiIdren, In terms of-, 2 of 10 of respondents 

50.Wh (5) 
37.5% (3) 

O,O0h (0) 
25O0h (2) 

10,0% (1) 
25.0% (2) 
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with profess ional lmanag~hnica i  Mers, 5 of 18 of respondents with manuai labor 

Mers,  and 4 of 9 of respondents with retireci manuai labor mers acperienced "a great deai" 

or "sorne" confiict. There appears to be a positive relationship, although not strong, between 

how the M e r  eams his living and the coniolct reporteci by children 

Those parents employed in manuai labor occupations tended to have more codict with 

their children than those employed in the higher socioeconomic jobs. Besides the dependency 

on thar children at home, some of these selfanployed parents also expected the chikiren's 

involvernent at their place of business. ûfkn fiom an early age, resources were fiquaaly 

drawn fkorn an entire fiunily. The chi2dren undertook the role of.mediator handling affairs 

between th& parents and the outside world because th& English was superior to th& 

parents' (Wong1988:240). This w e d  more potential for conflict since the expectation of 

physicai support in the business would be greater than in fàmïiïes without 'My parents dways 

made the chüdren work in their [ g m e n t ]  factory because we were cheap labof', was how a 

f d e  respondent ratîodhd her parents' duition By no means is the expeaation for 

phpical support tme of only the seSemployed parents, but they eniist the support of their 

children more. 

MiddI~lass parents, relative to the working-class parents, are probabiy more self- 

d i c i a i t  Although middle-cfass parents hold the same prinaples of ctilldren owing respect 

and heip for the older generation, th& reqyests were maidy restricted to items. Màny ofthese 

parents pssess at least rudimentary self-help slaus m areas that the working-ciass parents did 

not They o h  have a chver's licence so there is les worry over transportation Th& 

Englli comprehension ranged k m  basic to working knowledge, so th& re~uests relate to 
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more compliated tratisaaons, ag, finanual imrestments. Chilclren are rarely d e d  upon for 

heip except in areas where the parents think they have s p d  knowledge or a higher skiIl Ievei., 

as this Chinese son observed, "My Dad doesn't ask for a q t h h g  The occasional tane he might 

ask me to edit bis business lettep. Thedore, it appears middle-class parents make fewer and 

les  t i m e - c o d g  requests for support nom th& children, Even the nature of the requests 

vary f?om those of the working-class parents. 

In nimmary, manual labor parents seem to have greater needs for help which increased 

the potential for confiïct, This impiies thai, in the case of the retireci manual Iabor parents, it is 

no longer an issue of available time, codon or ability for these parents. Rather, this 

phenornenon has to do with the parents having become acaistomed to their childrenys help in 

certain areas as this respondemt v d e d ,  "Us kids used to do our share in the restaUram We 

ordered stock and dealt with aistomers. Now that Morn and Dad don't work, when the phone 

rings, it's because they want to go to another doaor! But the demands on our time is not 

nearfy as much as t used to bey'. 

A very mteresting trend fkom Tables 2lA), 2lB) and 21Q can be noted in regards to 

which of the children the parents sou& phyncal support h m  For the 

technical/rnanageriai/professional parents, gender did not seem to matter since male and female 

respondents each report 1 of 5 in fkvor of "a geat deal? or %me codb". But there does 

appear to be a gender bias for the children of manual labor (4 of 7 females reported c o d c t  

compared to 1 of 9 des) and retireci manuai labor Mers (3 of 5 females reported codict 

compared to 1 of 4 males). This data suggests that con8ia over depends on both 

the occupation of the parent and the gender of the child with daughters of manual occupation 
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parents more likdy to experience m&ct over parental requests for assistance. 1 I v e  based 

this conclusion on a small sampIe size that might not reflect the population's feelings as a 

whole, so discretion should be used in its htqretation. 

The gender component wili be disnissed ht followed by the occupational component 

with the codict  frequency table. Males genedy experienced few codicts in a i i  categories of 

parental occupations. There are two possible expldons for the greater overail Ievel of 

fernale cori;8ict, F i  paranal requests made to a daughter rnay be of a ctifferent nature than 

those requested ofthe son as indicated by this f d e  respondent, 'Wy brother might get asked 

to drive my parents to Safeway [ s u p d e t ]  which ifwe're Iuclq takes 15 minutes, but I'm 

asked to take thern to the shopping mall and stay for houn!". 

Second, some parents may prefa to ask th& daughters for physical support over their 

sons because there is a perception that th& brothers' t h e  is better utilized for do01 or job. 

This traditional mindset of parents was observeci in this quotation 60m a daughter "Bobby 

cwld be at the store ail affemoon, and my Mom doesn't ask him to do anything. As soon as 1 

walkin the door, it's do this, do that 1 think sometimes he preteads to be doing homework so 

he doesn't get bothered Ifs cornes d o m  to sons being her fàvorÎte". 

The fiequency of codlict occulTences heips measure the £ùü impact of parentai 

requests on intergenerational relations. ChiIdren were asked to rate how ofken coriflict arose in 

these situations. Their responses are outlined in Table 22. 



TABLE 22 
RESPONDENTS' PERCEPTIONS O F  THEiR EXPERIENCED 

FREQUENCY OF CONFUCT WiTH PARENTS OVER PHYSICAL SUPPORT 

feeling conflict wre included in the caIculations. 

Percentage Distribution (Number of Respondents) 
Gender Always Frequently Oaasionally Rarely I 

Note: Calculations have been rounded to the nearest If1Oth decimal place. 

Fernales reported higher mcidences of con8ict than males. Six of 22 fernales felt 

confiict "alwaysY7 or '%ecpaitly". No males felt confiict to the sarne degree. This fiequency of 

coni8ict could be a resuit of two &ors. F m  mme parents labored long hours outside of their 

homes so they might have sometimes found t necessary to d e p d  on their children for support 

on chora at home. This may have been partiailady the case of working-class parents. Thle 

21 showed that codlict rd ted  more of€= for fimale cMdren of these parents tban those with 

parents of higher socioeconornic positions. Hence, this rnay explah why working-cllass parents 

fdt more cordbct with th& fanale children, Household chores, traditionally considered "girTs 

WOW, were probabiy delegated in higher fiequency to the daughters. Professional parents on 

the other han& have shorter workdays and more spare t h e  to do housework or the b c i a i  

capability to hire outside help. 

Second, rniddle-class parents tended to hold a more wntemporary outlook towards 

Iïfè, e-g., gender equaüty, than the working-class parents. So, in some cases, their requests for 

phy9cai support were f i d y  eqxitably spiit between sons and daughters. Favoritism towards 

sons were less kely to 09 as observed by this female respondent: %ver since we were 

Me7 my brother and ï've had a schedule of chores. He's ahvays had to take out the garbage 

Total number of respondents = 40, 18 males and 22 fernales. OnIy thse respondents that reportecl 

55.6Oh ( I O )  
13.6% (3) 

0.0% (O) 
3.s0h (3) 

Male 
Female 

44.4% (8) 
59.1 % (1 3) 

0.0% (O) 
1 3.6% (3) 
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and vacuum the house. Mine were to wash dishes and watm the plants. My parents al- 

teed to mke us with the same des, the best they b e w  hown 

This chapter has revîewed ancestor worship, the age-old dtura i  -*on d o s e  

modem version in Canada has seen some modifications m practice, and physid support, the 

children's CW method of displayhg their obligatory obedience to th& parents. 
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SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND IMPLICATIONS 

the nnal chapter ofthis thesis, will bring together the key elements for 

disaission: the purpose of the study, irs key hdings, implications for the world of education, 

and W y ,  the lgmtatons ofthe research. 

SUMMARY 

The primary purpose of this research was to investigate the nature of intergenerational 

con£iict between second-generation Chinese ad& children and their parents in Calgary nom 

the children's perception For centuries, the Chinese fiioiiy has been grounded within the 

Corrhcian thidhg of filial piety and the promotion of strict gender roles. Males were airnost 

always the soie breadwinner and granted the utmost staais in traditional society while the 

f d e s '  place was to lie within the home. Wah migratory forces, thîs situation has recentiy 

beai challengecf and it continues to evolve today. Great pressures ride on Chinese fàmiEes in 

general and fernales @migrant mothers and their daughters) in partidar to adapt to th& host 

environment and gain a more modem outlook Canadian-bom cMdren, r a k i  in a bidturai 

environment, with two sets of ideals, feel the residual impact of th& immigrant parents' 

experience- 

SerM-sîructured interviews were used to collect the p r m  data and to determine 

whether there was a gender relationship to the conflict reported by Chinese children with th& 

parents. The sarnpIe comprised of56 children., 26 d e s  and 30 fémales. Thematic d .  was 

used to interpret the qualitative data while a combination off?equency ciistriiutions and cross- 

tabulaaons helped deciph= the quantitative data. 
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The data analysis showed that a gender bias existeci for perceived con£iict between 

cMdren and their parents. Wdh the exception of ancestor worsbip, f d e s  arperienced a 

higher level of contlict in al l  other categories. In ternis of s p d c  trends, cbildren aaually had 

monger feelings regardhg the importance of higher education and grades than they perceived 

th& parents to have. This implies that most children tended to be career-oriented. The 

reverse trend was observed for ancestor worship, daîing, and marriage. In other words, 

parents were thought to place greater emphasis on culturaf and traditionai aspects of fhdy Me. 

The overail level of confiict was low, possiiy because Chinese g e n d y  abhor open cunfiict 

of any kind or both the parent and child generations have accepteci some level of Western 

influence. 

CONCLUSION AND WUCATIONS 

What appeared rmtially to be a simple idea for immîgmt Chinese males to m e  out a 

better living may have unmtaaionally triggered a spiml of life changes for each successive 

generaîion This remarkable joumey across the Pacific Ocean Li tdy  uprooted the whole 

culture of the immigrants who aibsequently Eist-tracked th& acculturation to guarantee 

socioeconomic survival. It îs udikeiy that the fint-gaieration of immigrants envkioned these 

c u b a i  changes would take place as a result of their actions but it is c d y  a powerfiil force 

in Chinese raniiiies today. This seems to be at the root of a lot of crossahrd and 

mtergenerational confiict withîn the f 

WMe most Chinese chiidren must adapt to lifé m a cuitudy different land, for Chinese 

daughters, many of these acculturation issues are magnifieci since thek woIving role as 
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bidtural immigrants has been compounded by the massive changes for women in society. As 

phrased by Yung (1986). the present position of Chinese women can be descrileci best as being 

"a minority wiîhin a minodf'. Women have long fought a banle to be treated as equals, e g ,  

the sufEage movernent They felt Wce second-class citizens relative to th& male counterparts. 

This subordhaîe position sometimes negatively impacted their succûs in the professional 

ranks. However' for Chinese wornen, there is an additionai burdn created by their race or 

ethnicity. As a visiile mïnority, most Chinese lived with the howledge that they looked 

d i f f i  t o m  most of the people in the mainsseam population. 'My parents dways pushed 

me to try harder. They said Canada is a White man's country so 1 had to put in twice the &on 

to prove myseIf', was how one daughter explained her parents' position 

Over the,  acceptana ofboth the Chinese and ofwomen grew. Chinese women, as a 

result, have s u d y  întegrated into the work world. Some of this success is a direct result 

of the passing of & governent legislation, e.g, equd oppominity laws. This change in 

public stahis for women has led to some rnodemization of parental a d e s  towards higher 

edudon and grades for their fernale childm Previously, an educated daughter was unheard 

of because Chinese parents beliwed knowledge was an unaecessary ed. But today, moa 

f d e s  are &en the oppommity to M e r  th& snidies beaum parents believed an intelligent 

daughter is more maniageable. Parents still felt that a proper daughter should get marrie& 

have diildren and serve her husband and in-la= This predispostion to a lesser role, as 

established by &oq o c c a s i o ~  coilïded with the daughter's professional ambitions. 

Parents may be more op-minded than they used to be, but most still do not prefér an aIL 

career iifestyle and no -age for th& daughters- 
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Parents are less resistanî to altexïng the pragmatc7 peripheral aspects of the culture, 

e.g., achievemm especially when they convenientiy fÏt into today's K i I e .  But the higher 

degree of mdia acperienced by females than the males over higher education and grades 

iUustmte the p h t e  battie being fought by daughters for equal rights within the fàmily. A 

double-standard continues to p r e d  on the homefi-ont for many females as this quotation 

suggests: "Although encourageci to be better educated than their predecessors, they [second- 

generation Chinese women] were stiil hmdicapped by traditionai notions of fernale infièrionty at 

home" (Yung, l986:88). 

The prime battle of daughters was perhaps most evident in the dahing, marriage, and 

physicai support sections. Since these topics strike at the heart of the older generation, they 

will natudy resia changes. The Chinese deeply cherish the core values offhdy cohesion and 

elderiy reverence. The daughters fàce a challenge in th& atternpt to bridge the gap between 

their own personal aspirations and the parents' preference for their traditional fU3ment of 

birthright roles. This muid explah the higher levels and fiequency of c o d c t  felt by fernales 

than the males over dating, mariage, and phy* support As the acnihuration process 

slowly erodes traditional values layer by layer, starting with the surfàce elements and 

progreshg towards the core, codlict is fdt when the stress of acculturation differences 

fkture imergenerationai reiations. A degree of tradition has eroded between the fkt- and 

second-generaîion immigrants, and perhaps at a quicker pace for fernales. This is largeiy due 

to the wide hierarchical gap offanales, moWig h m  a very subseMent role in traditional 

Chinese d e t y  towards a more Itberated role in Westem society. 
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We must now address the hypothesk posed at the beginroiig of the study. The 

hypothesis is that Chinese wornen shouid expaience a greater o v d  levd of conûict than men 

due to the evolving role of women The evidence coUected in this study is fàirly clear with 

women arpenenenciag higher leveis of con8ict in fxve of the six study areas. Thdore, the 

conclusion is that gender affects the level of confEct experienced. Certainly there were areas 

where the &kt was more pronound For example, women experienced markediy higher 

levels of conflict in dating and mamage. Additional shidies with diEerent and larger sarnples 

would Mhirally be required to make an overail natement about the hypothesis, but this study 

did generally support it. The lone area where men féh more codict was in ancestor wonhip. 

This is tmkionally viewed as a male role, thus fernales would haw les direct responsiiility for 

Rs continuity. 

AIthough this study does not clah that intergenerational codlict was a direct resutt of 

changing women's roles, it rdected on the phenornenon It seerns that women's roles have 

been chanpiag in the larger society as a whole and as such, Chinese women are allowing 

themselves to becurne intepteci h o  the vaiue structure of the iarper society- ThÛ absorption 

probably contniuted to some of the women f&g vaiue cod i ic~  In order to validate the 

conclusions, the same hypothesis could be repeated with a larger, random sample. 

The plight of Chinese Canada is îndeed a complex siirviva story, with chapten still to 

unfold As the "sandwich* gaieration un- new ground, undoubtedly, they wdl fiud more 

mcerfain acailtiiration questior~~~ This is especieciaiIy true for women because of the drarnatic 

vaiue changes that conthme to ocan. Researchers should redirect th& efforts to hvestigate 

these issues in order to more f U y  undentand the acailanation process. 
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LIMITATIONS OF TEE STUDY 

The limitations of thk study has been divided into three classifications. The fim set of 

reasons are relateci to methodology. The non-random seledon of the sample and its limited 

size will nahirally restricî the study's generaüzabîliv. As well, it rnight be Mdt to draw 

direct infèxences £kom the hdings about the nature of intergenerational and cross-cuiturai 

behavior for a s p d c  age group because this study attracted respondents of diverse aga. This 

was not the anticipateci plan but the main reason was due to the low response rate ofUniversity 

-dents to rny e-mail message for volunteers. 

The second set oflmiitations pertain to croSS-CUItural sidanties. It must be stresseci 

that the final research resuits do not attriiute confikt to being Chinese but rather it suggests 

that confiict has a Chinese character. Confiict is a universai phenornenon. Kence gaierational 

codict, which in this shidy was perceiveci by the daughters to have been derived nom their 

parents' differerdd treatment oftheir chïidreq is also not WUqe to the Chinese. Traditional 

paremal attitudes in relation to gender roles are nill prevalent in a number of societies around 

the worid 

The final shortcoxning addresses the low imergenerational conflict levek report4 by 

the respondents in the six study categories. This finding may xnïstakenly imply that 

synchromzed acailUimtion between the generatioas will &aîe codiict, This is not the case 

because famity dynamics is comprised of m q  cornplex nniatonal variables and *uinot be 

reduced to a simple soIution, 
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APPENDM: llVTERVIEW QUESTIONS 

Second-Generation Chinese, Calgaq 

August-Octoba 1996 



A STUDY OF SECOND-GENERATION C'ELLNESE IN CALGARY 

There are no right or wrong m e r s  to the questions. The main purpose is to find out what 
the relationship is between parents and th& chüdren in a number of different areas. 1 want to 
take a look at your arperiences and your penonal feelings* 

Although individuai responses Re yours are important to thk snidy, it is the aggregate 
responses that 1 am Iooking for. They wilI help me iden@ major thernes. 

This is an informa1 interview. If you becorne uncorrrfortabIe at any tirne? you may stop the 
UnerMew pmcess or we can simply go on to the next question. 

(Interviewer notes) 
Sex M/F 
Date of intenriew: 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
F m  we need some background information about you and your tiimily. 

1. Where were you bom? 
Canada (Go to question 3) 
Outside Canaùa, place 

2. How old were you at the time your famiiy Mmigrated to Canada? 

3. How long have you resided in Canada? 
Ail my life /Part of my iae, - years 

4. Can you teil me what your present age is? 

5. Are you a student? Yes /No (Go to 5@)) 
a What year of studies, e.g fl 

What is your major? 
Was thk your first choice? Yes /No 
Why or why not? 

What is your ocarparion? 



6. Can you tell me a bit about your parents? 
a Employment and education 

Is your M e r  currently employed? Yes / No 
Past) Occupation 
Level ofEducation 
Place of Education 

Is your mother currently employed? Yes / No 
(Past) Occupation 
Level of Education 
Place of Education 

b. Birth country and appro>rynate date of arrivai 
Father 
Birth countq 
Date of amval 

Mother 
Birthcountry 
Date of arrivai 

c. Parents' marital status and date ofrernamage if 
divorced/widowed: 
Mo ther 
Father 
Age of respondent at divordoss of parent: 

7. Do you have any brothars and sisters? Yes /No 
@Y@ 
Nuniber of sihgs 
Older brother 
Younger brother 
OIder sister 
Younger sister 

Age(s) of brother(s) and sister(s): 
Older brother 
Younger brother 
Older sister 
Younger sister 



8. a What is your marital status? 
Never rnarried 1 1 Remam'ed 1 Cornmon-Law / Single Pareml 
Separated / Divord  Widowed 
mer 

b. Do you have any chilrai? Yes / No 
Çifyes - continue) 
Cino - go to Question 9) 
How many children do you have? 
Age(s) of son(s) and daughter(s): 
Son(s) 
Daughter(s1 

9. What is your (and your spouse/partner's) highest level ofeducation completed? 
respondent 
spousdpartner 

10. Where was your spodpartner born? 
Canada 
Outside Canada, place 

1 1. How old was your spouse/partner at the time bisker EMily immigrateci to Canada? - 

12. Do you Iive ... 
with your parents and siiling(s) 

- with mother and sibling(s) 
with &er and sbling(s) 

- whh people o k  than relatives 
- with your spodpartner and children 

with your spouselpartner, child(ren) and parent(s), (&de one) 
patWmatenial 
with YOLE spodpartner, cchil(rren) and pdparent(s) (circle one) 
paternallmaîd 

- byself 
- done with drild(ren) 

with other, 

13. In tenns of living arrangements, how many generations live in your household? 

14. Do you presently feel a part ofsome religious group? 
Yes / No 
(iiyes - go to Question 15) Cino - go to Question 17) 



Which religious group are you a£EZaîed wiîh? 
Roman Catholic / Jewish / Buddhist / Muslim / 
Protestarit, speci@ denomination / 
mer 

In the past year how often have you attended church savices? 
Always / Frequentiy / Occasiody / Never 

(iirespondent was bom in Canada or immigrateci pnor to 5 years of age) 
Did your parents eva send you to Chinese school? Yes / No 

Cf no) 
Was Chinese school adable in the city you iived? Yes /No 
Why not? 

How o h  do you speak Chinese with your ... 
a mother? 

Always / Frequently / Occasionaily / Never 

mer? 
Aiways / Frequemly / Occasionaily / Never 

d pers  (referace group)? 
Always / Frequently / Occasionaiiy / Never 

INTERGENERATIONAL CONFLICI' - CATEGORIES 
Grades 
1. a How important to your parents are the achievement of high grades? 

V important / Important / Sornewhat / Not at ail 

b. How important to your parents are high grades as it appk to a male? 
V important / Important / Somewhat / Not at ail  

C. How important to your parents are high grades as it applies to a fanale? 
V important / Important / Somwhat / Not at aIl 

2, a How important to you are the achievement ofhigh @es? 
Vhpomint/ Important/ Somewhat/Not at all 



b. Do you féel it is more important for a male than a f d e  to achieve high 
grades? 
V defbiteiy / Defniiteiy / Somewhat / Not at di 

a How often were you able to achieve high mes in school ( K i n d w e n  t 
through grade 12)? 
Always / Frequentiy / Occasionally / Rare 
What was your definition ofhigh grades? 

b. ÇiapplicabIe) 
How ofken are (were) you able to achieve high grades in postsecondary 
education? 
What is (was) your definition of high grades? 

Is (was) it important to you tbat you achieve the grades your parents want(ed)? 
V definMy / Definitely / Somewhat / Not at ail 

a How much con£iîa do (did) you experience with your parents over the issue of 
high grades? 
A peat deal / Some / AMe I None 
Ç i e  - go to Higher Education Section) 

b. How often does (did) of con£iîct o d  
Always / Frequently / OdonaIly / Rare 

Hieher Education 
Higher education is d e e d  as postsecondary or te* leveL 

a How important to your parents is higher education? 
V important / Important / Somewhat / Not at al 

b. How important to your parents is higher education as t applies to a male? 
V important / Important / Somewhat / Not a -  all 

c. How important to your parents is higher education as it applies to a female? 
V important / Important / Somewhat l Not at d 

a How important to you is higher ducation? 
V imponant / Important / Somewhat / Not at all 

b. Do you feel it is more important for a male than a fanale to pume higher 
education? 
V dedidely /DehMy / Somewhat /Not at dl 

(respondents who pufsued higher education) 



Did your parents support your decision to purnie higher ducation? 
V definitely 1 Definitely / Somewhat / Not at aii  

OR 
(respondents who did not pursue higher education> 
Did your parents encourage you to pursue higher education? 
V defïdeiy / DedïdeIy! Somewhat / Not at a i i  

4. a How much conflict did you experïence over your decision to pursue higher 
education? 
A grrat deal 1 Some / A Me /None 
(ifNone - go to Question 5) 

b. How ofien does (did) codict o W  
A h y s  / Frequently 1 OccaSionally /Rare 
(students - go to Dahg Seaion) 

5. (non-students) 
a Did you achieve the minimum ievei of higher education yoin parents wanted? 

V d-ely 1 DefMely / Somewhat / Not at a i l  

b. Were your parents disappointeci with your minimum level ofhigher education? 
V definite& / Definitdy 1 Somewhat 1 Not at ail 

Dating 
1. (if respondent is not marrieci) 

(if respondent is marriecl - go to Question 2) 
Have you ever dated somebody? Yes 1 No 
Q Y=) 

Are you axrrentIy imrolved Ï n  a relationship? Yes 1 No 
(iio - go to Question 9) 

7 -- a Do (did) your parents prefer that your dating parmers be Chinese? 
V definiteiy 1 DefiniteIy / Somewhat l Not at aü 

b. Do (did) your parents prefi  that dahg partners be Cblnese for a male? 
V d W ~ / D ~ d y l  Somewhat /Not at a i i  

c. Do (did) your parents prefer thaî daMg partners be Chinese for a f d e ?  
V defhitely / Dchiteiy 1 Somewhat 1 Not at a l i  



(if answer in 2(a) is other than Not at all) 
a Do (did) you comply with your parents' wishes that your dating partners be 

Chinese? 
V definitely 1 Definitely / Somewhat / Not at aii 

b. Do (did) your parents have laiowledge of your dating p d c e s ?  YesMo 

How rnuch infiuence do (did) your parents have on your choice of dating partners? 
A great deal 1 Some 1 A litte / None 

a Do you feei that it is imporiam dating partners be Chinese? 
V d&ely 1 Definitely / Somewhat / Not at all 

b. Do you feel that it is more important for a male than a f d e  to date Chinese? 
V d&eiy 1 Defiriitely / Somewhat 1 Not at aii 

Courtship is defined as a dating patterq the act or period ofwooing a mate. Note: * is 
used for m d  respondents 
Is (was*) your c~un~h ip  with your m e n t  partner different fiom your parents? 
V definteiy 1 Definitely I Somewhat 1 Not at ail 
(iianswer is other than Not at af) In what ways is (was) your courtship different? - 

How much confiict do (did) you txperience over this particuiar issue? 
A great deai / Some / A M e  1 None 
( i ione  - go to Mamage Seaion) 

How often does (did) conûict occui! 
Always I Frequdy / O c c a s i o ~  / Rare 
(go to m e  Section) 

Marriaee 
1, a How important to your patents is -age? 

V important / Important 1 Somewhat l Not at aii 

b. Do your parents f& mariage is more important for d e  than a f d e ?  
V definitefy 1 Definite I Somewiiat / Not at aU 

2, a How important to your parents is cm&? 
V important / Important 1 Somewhat 1 Not at aii 

b. Do your parents féel aueer is more important for a male thaa a fanale? 
V ddhitely /Deftdeiy / Sornewhat /Not at d 



3. a H o w  important to you is marriage? 
V important / Important / Somewfiat / Not at aiI 

b. Do you feei maniage is more important for a d e  than a f d e ?  
V dehitely / Dehitely / Somewk / Not at aii 

4. a H o w  important to you is career? 
V important /Important I Somewhat / Not at di 

b. Do you feel career is more important for a male than a fernale? 
V dehiteiy / Defiriitely / Somewhat / Not at aii 

5. Are your parents supportive of the idea of an arranged marriage? 
V definiteiy / Dehitely / Somewhat / Not at all 
Why or why not? 

6. Are you supportive of the idea of an arranged mariage? 
V defmitely / Definitely / Somewhat / Not at ail 
Why or why not? 

(if respondents are not marrie-) 
Wodd you many somebody notEChinese? 
V definiteiy / Definitdy / Somewhat / Not at ai i  
(iiother tha. Not at a i l  - go to Question 14) 

OR - 
(iirespondents are niamed) 
Did you marry somebody of Chinese ongin? Yes /No 
(ifyes - go to Question 10) 
@no - go to @estion 11) 

8. Wodd you have manid somebody non-Chinese? 
V d W d y  / Definitely / Somewhat / Not at aii  

9. How much influence do (did) your parents have on your choice ofa mamiage partnef? 
A geat deal / Some / A W e  I None 

10. How rnuch conflict do (did) you experience with your parents over the choice of a 
mmiage parmer? 
A great deai / Some / A litde / None 
( i i one  - go to Choice ofFriends Section) 

1 1. How offen does (did) codict occur? 
h y s  / Fqen t l y  / Occasionally / Rare 
(go to Choie ofFriends Section) 



12. How much codict do you d u p a t e  havhg with your parents over this particular 
issue? 
A great deal / Some / A We / None 

Choice of Fnends 
(Use "do" ifthe respondent stiil iïves at home with hidher parents and "did'' for aIl othen) 

Do (did) parents prefer your f?iends be Chinese? 
V defirriitely / Definitely 1 Somewhat I Not at aU 
(iianswer is Not at ail - go to Question 3) 

Do (did) you compiy with your parents' wishes that your fiiends be Chinese? 
V defkhely / Defhhiy 1 Somewhat / Not at ail 

Do (did) yotr parents encourage you to have non-Chinese Eends? 
V dennitely / D e W y  I Somewhat /Not at aU 

How much confiïct do (did) you experience with your parents over your choice of 
fiends? 
A great deal / Some 1 A M e  / None 
(i ïone - go to Question 6) 

How ofien does (did) confLict occur? 
Always / Frequdy 1 OccasionaUy / Rare 

Think of your t h e  closest fiiends, how many are 
Chinese*? - Non-Chinese? - 
* Categoiy indudes a l i  Onentas Ge: Koreans, Filipînos) because ofthe M a r  value 
systems- 

Parental Reauests for Assistance 
Parental fequests can hclude aanslaton and driving items that paraits cannot or do not f& 
comfortab1e doing on th& own 
1. Do your parent($ live in Calgary? Yes / No 

C i f w  

Do your parent(s) live in a town or &y v d b h  one days' driving distance fiom 
Calgary? Yes I N o  

Where do your parents live? 
Father 
Mother 



How ofien do your parents request assistance? 
Always 1 Frequedy / Occasionaly / Never 
(ÏÏever - go to Cultural Tradition Section) 

To what extent do you fd your parents' requests for assistance shouid be honored? 
Always 1 Frequently 1 Occasionaüy / Never 

Do you feei your parents' requests for assistance are reasonable? 
V defhitely / Definiteiy / Somewhat I Not at ail 

How ofien do you comply with your parents' requests for assistance? 
Always 1 Frequently 1 Occasionally / Never 
Çi AIways - go to Cultural Tradition Section) 

How much connia do you experiénce with your parents ove. this particular issue? 
A pt deal I Some 1 A We 1 None 
(IfNone - go to Culhiral Tradition Section) 

How often does this type of codict o d  
Always / Frequently l Occasiody I Rare 

Cultural Tradition - Ancestor Worshio 
Ancestor worship is the rwerence for deceased gendons;  visiting the gravesite of ancestors 
to show respect. 
1. How important to your parents is ancestor worship? 

V important 1 Important 1 Somewhat / Not at al 

2. How important to you is ancestor worship? 
V important I Important / Somewhat 1 Not at all 

3. Do you have ancestors bUned in Canada? Yes l No 
(IfNo - go to Qt.uhy ofLie section) 

Do you have mcestors brined in the Calgary viainty? Yes / No 
(JfYes - go to Question 4) 

Do you have ancestors buried within a days' driving distance? Yes I No 
QYes - go to Question 4) 
(IfNo - go to Quabty ofme  section) 

4. How ofben do your parents însïst that you participate m mcestor worship? 
Always l Frequentiy I Occasionaiiy I Never 
@Never - go to Quality ofLifie Section) 



H o w  often do you comply with your parentst requests? 
Always / Frequedy 1 Occasionaüy / Never 

To what ment do you feel your parentst request(s) for ancestor worship should be 
honorai? 
AIways / Frequentiy / Occasionally / Never 

Do you feei your parents' request(s) for ancestor worship are reasonable? 
V defkiteiy / Definitely / Somewhat / Not at all 

How much con£lict do you experience with your parents over this pdcuiar issue? 
A geat deal / Some / A linle / None 
(IfNone - go to QualiSr ofLXe Section) 

How often does confiict occlll? 
Always / Frequently / Occasionally / Rare 

Oualitv of Life 
Taking all thmgs together, how well would you say things are these days? Let's take a look at 
how you fed. 

Do you agree with the statanent, "1 am g e n d y  happy with my Mie". 
V defimtely / DefhÎtely / Somewhat l Not at d 

Do you agree with the statemem, "1 am genedy happy Ui my relationship with my 
parents". 
V dehitely / Definiteh / Somewhat / Not at ail 

Would your parents change anything in their relationship with you? 
V d&dy I DefinMy I Somewhat I Not at dI 

Would you change anythmg m your relationship with your parents? 
V d&ely / DefinMy / Somewhat l Not at all 
Qanswer is other than Tot  at al" - go to Question 5) 
(iiaflswer is "Not at altt - go to Question 6) 

How much would you change in your relationship with your parents? 
A great dd / Some / A We I Almost none 

Do you agree with the stâtement, 'T have a good relâtionship with rny parents". 
V defmÏtdy / Defhiteiy l Som- I Not at all 

In yom rekionship wÎth your parents, do you feel mostiy 
V proud / Roud I Somewtiat proud / Not proud 



Now rd like to ask you to indicate your feelings on a d e  of different items. And 
remember, these are your feelùigs in genaal. 

For srample, 
Reiaxed 
=PPY 
Friendly 
Easy 
Calm 
Quiet 
Enjoyable 
Hopefid 
Free 
Rewardùig 

S tressfid 
Sad 
Lonely 
Hard 
Bus'' 
Noisy 
Miserable 
DiscoUrag.ig 
Confiled 
Disappointmg 

Brings out the Doesn't give me 
bestinme ------- much chance 

GElvmwL 
Familv Relationships 
1. Do you have a close relationship with your mother? 

Very definitely / DeMtely 1 Somewfiat / Not at a l l  

2, Do you have a close relatiomhip with your Wer? 
Very definitely l Defmitely / Somewhat / Not at an 

3. How often do you see your parents now? 
Aiways / Frequently / Occasiody / Rare 

4. Do your parents participate in your major deasions? 
V defkitely I DehÏteLy / Somewhat / Not at all 
Major decisiom are defined as  those with long-term impact 

5. &ve your parents adapted to the Canadian way of Me? 
V defimtely / D&dy 1 Somewhat / Not at all 

6. Would you demie your parents a s  tmdhïonal? 
V definitely / D&eiy / Sornewhat /Not at all 

OPEN-mED QUESTIONS 
Familv Relatiomhi~s 
1. Could you desaibe your relationship with your rnother. 



2. Could you descn'be your reIationship with your fathen 

3. What behavior or action (eg: car- success to h g  the famiSr glory; physical se~ces )  
ofyours do you think would please your parents the most? 

4. There are advantages and disadvantages when two adult generations Iive in the same 
household. In your opinion, what are the advantages and disadvantages? 

IntewenerationaI Conflict and Resolution 
From time to t h e  parents and chi3dren disagree with one another. What behavior or action by 
your parents would be most iikely to anger or upset you? 

Let's look a -  one episode when confiict ocarrred between you and your parents. 
1. Can you descnibe the situation and the events that Iead up to it. 

2. What do you fed was (were) the source@) of the cordlct? 

3. How did you d e d  with the confiïct? 

4. How did your parents deal with the cordlict? 

0th- Backeniund 
F i ï y ,  we woufd iike to ask severai general questions: 
1. D o  you presentiy work? Yes / No 

ci yes - go to Question 2) 
cino - go to Question 3) 

2. How many hours per week do you work? 

3. (iirespondents are marrieci) 
Does your spodpartner work? Yes / No 
(Îfyes - go to Question 4) 
Cino, go to Coments Section) 

4. What is your spouse's occupation? 

5. How many houn per week does (s)he work? 

6. What are your source(s) offinanciaf nippon? 
Parents I û w n  Employment I Spouse / Student h a n  I 
SchoIafihip(s) / ûther, spe@ 



7. What is your totai annuai incorne? 
Less than $5000 /$5000 - 9,999 / $10,000 - 24,999 / 
$25,000 - 39,999 1 $40,000 - 54,999/ $55,000 - 69,999 1 a70,000 and over 

8. What is your spouse's total mual incorne? 
Less than $5000 / $5000 - 9,999 / $10,000 - 24,999 / 
$25,000 - 39,999 1 â40,ûûO - 54,999/ $55,000 - 69,999 1 $70,000 and over 

9. Have you helped your parents with reguiar living expenses? 
V definitely / Definiteiy / Somewhat / Not at all 

10. Have you helped your parents wÏth the occasional offér of money (does not include 
gats)? 
V d-ely / Defimtely / Somewhat / Not a? al 

COMMENTS 
1. How did you find this interview? 

2. Were there any questions that you found diEcult to m e r ?  

3. Was there anythmg that 1 asked that you had never thought about before? Elabomte. 

4. Non-vabal aies and behavior (eg: nemous, anxïous, withdrawn, fhnk) 
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