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I n t r o d u c t i o n  

Cafgcry 's current economic growth and ropid 

pcpulation incrme is only making the desperate 

n d  for affordable housing worse. Little if any, 

affordclble rentul construction in the city, combined 

with a rush of migiation of people looking for work. 

is leaving a lot of people without a place to live. 

With few resources o; options many have been 

forced to live on the streets and look to one of the 

often crowded shtlters for a warm place to sleep. 

In rssponse to the need for low - income and 

affordable rental housing in Colgar~, the initial 

focus of ihis Master's Degrse Project was to explore 

the social and architectural issues of this type of 

housing for the downtown. While also responding, 

within this context, to the economic constraints that 

such a proisct [or any p r o i ~ t  for that marter] 

dictates. This was a humble beginning to the 

project that rzsulted. Although I nlver wavered 

from the intention of designing affordable housing 

for pscple who need such places, the size and 

scope of the proisct k a m e  much larger because 

ultimatsly the prTram and design solution was 

strongly influenced by the final choics of the site. 



Cncs the building b,pe for the project was chosen. 

tha sarch begon for o fmsible building site within 

the hundariss of downtown Calgary. This task 

provsd difficult since the appropriate site 

required not only a land volus low enough to 

reaiisti~all~ be considered for low - income housing. 

but also a suitable arm for popk  to live. M y  

options ~vere limited. 

Easr \!illage s t o o d  out becauss it is difficult to 

igncre - an old rundown area on the mstern edge 

of downtown fsw people realize exists or at Ims t  

try to believe it  doesn't. I admit that this arw 

start4 cur at. and remained at, the bottom of my 

list of potential sites For quite a while. Rather than a 

place iust in n e d  of o litdo dusting off and cleaning 

up. Easr \/illaye o p p r e d  to be too for gone to be 
consider4 tor onyrhing, I s s t  of all housing - any 

housing. In desperate nsed of mass r&\~elopment 

- 9rnpty land and economic fssibility sesmed to be 
the onl:, criteria it fulfillsd. East '!illags is a trmblsd 

a r 3  an o r 3  that has besn victirnicsd and left to 

s u h r  ths consequences and probisms OF the 

misguidd urban plonning prodices of the past. 

The problem of East \/illoge is that thers ore to many 

problems. Ttiare are  to^ fsbv people too few 

buildings, inirasrructure problems, i t  is desolate. 

fragmented, cut cff from the rest of downtown and 

has on awful reputation. 

It L,va~ only when I spant time walking [rather than 

driving] around the area on o sunny summer day 

that I began to imagine what East Village could be 
rather than what it is. I saw a man enjoying the 

morning sun. sitting on a bench reading a 

newspaper. while two neighburs, with their happy 

children in tow, had stopped on the side walk to 

say hello ond how are you. I soon saw East Village 

as an areo with potsntial, in need of a lot of 

attention and the most suitable area for this project. 

There wera many vacant lots to choose from in East 

Villag~ on which to place the building. After 

looking at most of them ond thinking about the 

prqrammatic nseds cf the proiect, I chose a 

parking lot on the west side of thc King Edward 

Hotd, fronting onto 9 th  Aenue SE. It turned out to 

tx the first site I choss but not the lost. 



I riill nor soon fo:gzt the words of Paul Maas as I 

sho..t.ed him the sits I had chosen. He said 

something like - this is on average site. and there 

are no rsal problsms with it, and sure you could 

design a building for it. but what about this site over 

here - iha one behind the Municipal Building with 

the LRT tracks running through i t  .... And :hat was it. 

little did Paul know he had triggered the question of 

$A hat i f ,  that I could not turn away from, even 

though it  meant that one city block had turned into 

~ A / O  and one building would quickly turn into 

h.fel:.e. And so goes the story behind my 'large 

Master's Degr* Proiect' - o large site. 

.& site in East \/illage that needs and deserves to be 
reconsidersd. 

.4 sits t h ~ t  is a victim of the roads that surround ir 

and ths LRT iracks that run through it. 

i; s i t t  that has b n  neglsctsd and isolated, but 

mcstly ignord over the lost thirty ysrs. 

A sits. :,vhere the connection between the 

downtown office car2 to the west and East 'Village 

to the east. has been broken. laving this piece of 

land as an island in the middle, and not really part 

of either. 

Although the project essentially remained a design 

f ~ r  affordable rental housing for those in need, the 

difficult condition and prominent location of the site. 

meant it quickly became much more. Instead, and 

mors appr~priatel~~ i think, the design for this lot in 

East Village has become about creating a ploce to 

live in a mors wholistic and communal sense. 

Rather than iust one building, the project become 

about a collection of buildings that together with the 

spaces between them. and filled with the people 

that inhabit then, begin to recrsate the community 

of East Village. To create a place where there isn't 

one now - or rather, create a place not just for the 

parked cars and the parking attendant who spends 

his days in th l  Iide ticket wicket - and doing this by 
crwting buildings and s p c s  for people to live in. 



Es~tntiall~~ this proiect for !he commtinity of East 

'jilloge is guided by the id- that - 

" A good place to live is indeed a living place, i t  

has and it remembers its past, it is responsive to 

the needs of its present occupants and it suggests 

that there will be future changes to come". ' 

This !'J..aster's Degree Project consists of two parts - a 

;vritte!n analysis and a design solution, with the 

former o foundation ior the Iattw. Through several 

rssearch topics rcnging from urban to dwelling 

design the program and physical formal structure of 

the dosign proiect took shape. 

Ths scope of this project is more general than 

specific. Th9 design proposal for East Village 

developsd from an urban and architectural design 

ptrspsctive. The  essencs of the schzme is in the 

larger gesturss such as the massing and 

organizstion of the buildings and the crwtion of 

public spacss. rather than in the details. The design 

proposed in the end is meant ro demonstrats one 

way to uss buildings to addrsss. in o positive and 

human way, a difficult urban condition and the 

social and dwelling needs of the pecple who ore 

assumed to want or n e e d  to live thers. 

It is hoped that a grater appreciaiion and 

understanding may be gained about the urbon 

environment and the design of buildings and the 
spaces formed between them. Designing th, am in a 

wav thot they enrich the downtown core. 

functionally. exprientiolly and aesthetically. By 
using them to reduce or mitigate the impact of 

existing negative forces affecting a piece of land 

and to avoid such problems in the future. 

It is also hoped that this proiect will increase the 

awarsness that everyone deserves a good place to 

livs and the way to crmte the opportunity through 

design, thot o person's hcuse will afso become 

their home. 





e t t i n g  

T h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  t r a c k s  



T h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  t r a c k s  

This proiect began with the selection and study of 

the sstting, and as such it only seems natural that 

this olso be the case with the discussion. identifying 

and understanding the f~rces present within the 

setting while olso appreciating its uniqueness was 

important to getting the proisct started. Reflecting 

this process, the discussion that follows is descriptive 

yet critical, forming o framework to lqjitimizs the 

design principles and rasolutron to follow. 

Once the setting was chosan, the project began 

with the broader geographic context of East Village 

and then focused in on the site in its south - west 

corner. The characteristics and problems of the site 

cannot be Fully understood without :his progressive 

decrease in scale because the two arms are 

connected not only physically, but also historically 

and psychologically. The negative conditions of the 

site, although specific to that ccrner, are rooted in 

the past with East Village's growth, evolution and 

transformation throughout the years. Any iype of 

building intsrvantion on the site, particularly at the 



scale proposd here, will affect th, * area 

surrounding the site in all dirmions. 

The formal structure of the design was strongly 

influencsd by the site ond its cont2xtual conditions. 

The strsets and buildings that surround the site have 

o lot to do with how it is physically and how i t  feels 

ps~phologic~l l~ or emotionally. As one intention of 

the proi3ct was to use the design to mitigate many 

site. it mant cf these fiegarive forces acting on th, 

that in many instances the choices were obvious, 

such os detsrmining the heights of the buildings. or 

looking at them in a different more positive way, 

such as the glass facade of the Municipal Building. 

The internal cornpsition of the site, had a similar 

affect, detsrrnin ing such respcnses as elevating 

many of the buildings over the light Roil Transit [LRT] 
tracks. 

The dsep root4 physical problems of East Viilagl 

cannot k~ solved so easily or quickly, for much 

.vork is .!et to be done, over a iong period of time. 

Building on thl  sits and minimizing its internal and 

external conditions, will not be so grand a gesture 

os to rnogicolly restore East ?/illage to its former 

glory and repair its a\vful reputation and image 

held by Colgorians. Just as the redsvelopment of 

East Village will not solve the ills of Calgary's 
lacklustre downtown. Instead. this proied seeks to 

stir the imagination and offer a beginning to o 

process that is typically difficult to get started. 



E a s t  

Within downtown Calgary there is a modern doy - 
ghost t o a n  a grey arm wdged be~veen the blue 

gloss wall of thc Municipal Building and the golden 

grassland of Fort Calgary. East Village has all of 

the rxognizable signs of abandonment - old 

buildings, boarded up housss, empty streets, torn 

u p  side ~volks. vacant lots and o.verg:owfi grass. 

The remaining buildings. defying time ond 

ussiessness, stond in isolation from each other to 

form n looss grouping, each struggling to recall a 

more honourable post. The Simmons Warehouse 

on the edge of :he Bow River, is a silent reminder of 

East Village's industriai rwts .  To the south, moture 

trees and old two and three storey brick buildings 

line 8th Avenue SE. clues it was cnce mainstreet, 

with shops and services for the residents of the 

community. And further down, several housss are 

proof that East 'dillage was once a place, not onli/ 

to work and shop. but also a place to live. 

Today, the spaces between the buildings speak 

louder of the past thon the buildings that r2main. 

More than thirty yeors ago, most of the buildings 

were obondoned as businesses and residents left 



Eclst 'fillags to enjov ths wide opec spaces of the rtne\,vai - mass demolition of the older buildicgs 

industrial parks and the suburbs. and ths existing urban fabric surrounding them. In 

tht noms of progress and r~juvenation of the c i k  

Although several businesses continued to operate. the land was clmred to make wav for cztv office 

deterioration of the a r a  was inevitable. By 1970. tm.ers and high - riss apartment buildings, 

downtown Calgary, similar to many Ncrth subsidized by the federal government. 

American cities, was o prime target for u r b a n  

Only in East Village much of the lond was never 

rzplacd as planned. except for the building of 

thrse seniors aprtment buildings isolated in the 

southeast corner of 9th Avenue and 6th Street SE. 
Instead, the vacant lots became large surface 

perking lots for downtown workers commuting to 

work each day from their houses in the suburbs, the 

most profitable us? of the land. 

For many ;xople, East Village is only an area to 

drive through, a short cut north from 9th Avenue SE 

across ths Bow River to P~\smorial Drive. East 

Village is not c place to visit. let alone live. It is 

quict and still, an a r x  where nothing really gces 

on. On o nice day at the east end of 8th Avenue 

SE. old men ond women sit on benches outsidt of 

t k i r  aprtrnent building, sitting alone or chatting 



'.>irh friends: \r,hile at the other end of the strsst 

scruffy homsless men lean against the St. Louis 

Hotsl under the "HOTEL" sign. cll of them are 

;..arching and waiting ;or something to happen. 

But, idleness has crated a fragmentd community 

.vith little hope and dignity to hold it together: East 

'i'illage is a co l l~ t ion  of vacant lots - v o i d s - 

"... waiting to be filled with purpose. with 

function, wishing to become a place with 

vibrant spirit; hoping to part - take in the living 

activities. "' 

The plight of East Village has not gone totally 

unnoticed or ignord. The potential for 

redevelopment of this a r a  has been batted around 

by ciiy officials and planners since the 1 9 7 0 s .  

Several studies ha.1~ k n  done on East Village. 

mainly in the late 1980's and early 1990's. with 

the completion of ssveral reports by both the City 

and private consulting firms. The most recent and 

comprehensive is the East Village Area Redevele 

pment Plan [ARP] produced by The City of Cal- 

garj's Planning and Building Department in 1994. 

The ARP was created in p a r t  from the information 

gathered through the East Village Community 

Planning Advisory Committee, the Task Force on 

Housing in the Downtown, The East Village 

Community Study, ond public meetings. The plan 

includes ten broad gmls to be realized ov, ar time 

with the implementation of o series of policies 

including: land use, residential, commercial, 

industrial, opsn space. community facilities, 

transportation ond u r b n  design. The creation of a 

vital residential do\,vntown neighbourhood where 

~ p l e  come to work. live and visit is envisiond. 



The largest stumbling blocks facing the redevelop 

ment of East Villoge ar? the gsneral negative 

p2rceptions and pessimistic attitudes held by thoze 

familiar ,r.firh the or%. R e a l  - perceived, or a 

mixture of bcth. Eost \!illage is ssen by outsiders as 

a rundo:vn, no - mans land litttred with drunks and 

bums pussed out on the grass and hookers 

strolli~g the strset. An arsc that attracts the criminal 

element unsafe in the light of day let alone during 

t h s  night. This view has only been growing stronger 

as the ysars hove gone by, so now the vacant land 

in East Village seems unsuitable far anything, least 

of all a piace to live. 

Because this area does attract the down and outs of 

society, social ssrvics organizations such os the 

Calgcrv Drop - Ifi Centre and the Salvation Army 

Sing12 Allen's Hostel, are concentrated in and 

around Eost 'Jillogl. Bscouse ths shelters are here 

rh3 hom~less kep  coming. The most prominent 

crnd ..;ell know buildings in East Village are the 

b a r s  .*. ith one room suitss abcve them housing 

pcor and transient v p l e  - mainly msn. A gsnzral 

tack. of ol.~nership and respnsrbili~ for the or* by 

the residents has only prptuated the lack of 

concsrn for Eost Village by the rest of Colgory. 

Private developers are not blind tc the rundown 

nature crnd not deaf to the bad r5puration of this 

arm. The state of East ?lillage right now makes it 

an undesirable place to live and therefore a riskv 

area to invest in building new residential and 

commercial space. $5 a result. the ARP document 

outlinss the key role the City of Calgorj must take in 

order to imitate ths rdevelopment of Eost Village. 

Although the City supports redevelapment and hos 

or action is addressed a variety of issues so far, furth- 

needed to make this area morl attractive to private 

developers and future residents. 





Although relativdy small in size. East ?ilillage is 

gecgraphic~ll~ and cont~xtuall~ diverse. This is 

raflscttd in its common subdivision into four arms - 
ths Northsost Quarter. Southsost Quarter. Western 

Blocks. and the Commercial Center. The Commar- 

cia1 Ctnter is the site chosen for this proiect- 

Th3 sits is composed of two City owned blocks in 

the Southwest corner of East Village. within 3rd and 

4th Streets SE and 7th and 9th Avenues SE. It is a 

piece of [and - a transition space - lying beheen 

the downtown core and the area of East Village. 

connected to neither and isoloted from both. 

This port of East Village was once part of its 

original shopping precinct with three and four storey 

buildings strung out along 8th Avenue SE - the 

primory pedestrian connection and focus of the 

community. Today, this function has been lost, and 

the site's significance lies in its ability to hold the 

p a r k 4  cors of visitors to downtown and the 

AiIuni~ipaI Building across the stret. In the left over 

space, at the corner of 3rd S t r y t  and 9th Avenue 

SE, punct uating the LPT tracks as they descend 

undsrground is a small landscopd park. 





Looking south east towards the site and East Village beyond 



t h e  e d g e  

In an automobile dominatd tit.; centw, the streets 

and avsnues circling the site are not unlike most cf 

thoss in downtawn Calgary. Built for sped. these 

roodways are laid out on a grid - straight and 

wide. to move rush hour traffic quickfv into and out 

of the downtown core. The IRT tracks, that run 

along the north side of the site, aggravate the lack 

of three dimension01 enclosure of the streets as they 

disrupt the flaw of movement and leave 7th Avenue 

0 time. SE as an empty corridor much of th, 

The crossroads that frame the site, have suffered at 

the hands of the primacy of these streets. Too few 

buildings and a lack of enclosure is the typical 

condition of this area- The corner of 3rd Street ond 

7th Avenue SE is probably the worst. Although the 

intersmion is well used with people walking or 

standing waiting for the walk sign, the feeling is 

eerie and uncomfortable with two old parkades on 

one side and the heovy sandstone clad concrets 

base of the Municipal Building on the other. The 

corners of 3rd Street and 9th Avenue SE and 4th 

S t r s t  and 7th Avenue SE are not much better as 

thsy are too exposed ond barren to be cornfortobls 

placss to be. 



N o r t h - of the site lies 7th Avsnue SE, containing the north a n d  south bound LRT tracks. On 
its north d g o  stands a roisd plalform station with a n  old four story concrete Jab porkode for police vehicles 

and Rick'. Auction Galleries behind it. 

E o s t - along t h e  eosr side of th+ sits, 4th S t r e t  SE runs north from 9th Avenue SE through East 

'.'illag? and o\;ei tho BOW River to Vtsmorial Drive a n d  Edmonton Trail. Because it  links thz north and south 

sidss of the r i ~ e r  4th Strest SE is mainly used by peoplo as o short - cut route from one side to the other. 



S o u t h - of the site lies 9th Avenue SE running porollei to the CPR railyard with long lengths of 

porked roil cars. As one of the main feeder routss out of downtown to the eastsrn side of Calgary, this 

strong boundcry is a three iant 'speedway ' with and average weekday traffic volume of ! 0 000 car5 p e r  
day. 

W e s t - Third S t r e t ,  similar to 4th S t r e t  SE. connects the north -south areas of downtown. The 

* s t  facad? of tha Municipal Building strongly ddines the site on the w2st side with a brown brick high rise 

ctpartmsnt building to t h s  south. 



A d i a c e n t  t o  t h e  s i t e  

Seven buildings stand odiacsnt to the site as small 

islands in a seo oi parked cars - or asphalt 

dapending on the time of day or dav of the week. 

These buildings represent Calgary's industrial and 

downtown history ond the lif2 that is determined to 

remain in East ?lillage. Although more business 

operations have moved out than in ever the years. 

there is an eclectic mix of retail. repair. service, 

industrial and wholesale businesses, sewing both 

the residents and visitors to the arm. 

Ssveral of Calgary's oldest buildings stand in East 

Village and a sight for sore eyes in a city of a 

relatively short histon/ and few remaining original 

buildings. Five buildings are considered potential 

heritage buildings, including the St. Louis. King 

Edward and Cecil Hotels, the Hillier Biock and the 

Simmons Warehouse, dating from the eariy 20th 

century. It is within the tough and gritty noture of 

these buildings that Eclst Village's character and 

identity can be found. In a city of so much 

'newness' thtse qualities can be explorsd and 

nurtured. rather than ruthlessly disregardd. 

demolished and poved over. 



N o r t h  e l e v a t i o n  
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T h e  e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n  



V a c a n t  l o t s  Eost Village is filled with vacant Ion because large 

scole demolition of several adiacent blocks was 

permitred, iri the hopes of attracting private 

development and the elimination of the slum 

conditions. The vocantnsss and vastness of this 

a r a  is obvious and even exaggeratd beside the 

higher density of downtown. and the older 

communities of Eridgeland, lnglewood and Victoria 

Pork that surround East Village. The few remaining 

buildings dot the flat landscape of asphalt, gravel 

and grass, rather than form it. 

The lack of buildings has prohibited the common 

approach of revitalization or gentrif~cotion of older 

communities in Eost Village. With so few buildings 

the typical approach of infilling by small scole 

developers cannot be done here. Mass 

redevelopment of the land is the only choice 

remaining with such large empty lots. 

The problem that must now be f a d ,  as East 

Village has f a c d  for some time now, is the 

reluctance of private developers to be fiat in line. 

Large vacant arms create an atmosphers of 



unoasinass ond uncertainty for capital investment condition makss redevelopment of Ecrst ',/illage 

and building style. Many of the blocks have only difficult even if it has the support and backing of the 

zne or P.VO buiidings on them. o much different Municipal Government and planners. 

physical landscape than it once was with a high 

density built environment. Many of the buildings hot  The uncertainty of future surrounding development 

remain are not worth keeping due to their age and and land uses makes redevelopment, porticulorly 

unsavagable level of deterioration. This physical small scale building risky and unlikely. But small 

scale is what East Village n d s  in order io rebuild 

the area incrementally and in a scale appropriate to 

East Village ond the surrounding neighborhoods. 

As East Village has little to offer people as it exists 

right now, particularly with the lack of amenities, 

convincing investment into the orea in the initial 

stages is unlikely without proposing o 

comprehensive approach fcr the entire area. 

Attracting condo buyers or renters without shops 

and services, combined with the uncertainly of 

surrounding use of the land is one of East Village's 
largest problem. 



T h e  
d o w n t o w n  
g r i d  

The dorrntown street grid is an urban system of 

movement and organizction that is Isgible - it is 

5xpected and understocd by people who live, work 

or visit the core of a citv. While it is a simple and 

basic system, he sf re ts  and back alieys formed by 
this system allow the various functional and 

pragrnotic activities of a city to function. The front of 

the building is the place for more formal and public 

functions, while the bock is a place where the more 

informal and private functions. such as garbage 

collection are performed. In Ladders. Albert Pope 

writss of that the grid 

"its ability to support complex heterogeneous 

environments must not be ignored. An urban 

environment h o t  obtains o higher level of 

complexity i s  invariably generated out of simple 

rudimentary forms.wD 

Within East Village, he legitimacy of Col~ar~'s 

downtown grid is compromissd k a u s e  the pieces 

of land within the gecmetry of the grid ore mostly 

5rnpty. Rather than the buildings thot fill the blxk as 



the form givers to the rscmngular nature of the grid, 

the streets of this or- merely exist as a rigid and 

seldom used transportation network. Tne grid has 

b l ~ n  disrupted with the arc of the IRT tracks cutting 

through the site. 

While East '/illage has been neglected by some 

ond forgotten by most. the site has been left to fend 

for itself witnessing the daily activity of the city 

bvhirling around it. Its usefulness was measured in 

hovi many parked cars it could hold and in turn 

how much money coufd be mode. When attention 

\vas finally focused on this piece GF land it only 

rssulted in internal abuse and violation. 

Tronsprtarion plon ners . rsquiring a corridor for the 

southbound Light Roil Transit tracks drzw an arc 

through the site shooting the train through an 

undsrground tunnel. 'Looking good' on paper this 

gesture in real life ruthlessly cuts through 8th Avenue 

SE and furthsr disconnects East Village 

ps~~chologiccl l~ ar ' physically from the r2st of the 

do;vntoit.n core. Now the force of the train connot 

be d e n i d  - it is a repetitive motion that beots a 

path back and forth along the track. Formally, an 

arc against the rigidity of the grid is an interesting 

contiost, but in this case it has resulted in a negatib 

disruption of the downtown grid in East \/illage. 



Eighth Avenue SE is now terminat& by o cul de sac When it was built, this IRT route was considered to 

at its ~ d e s t  2nd cutting off both .,ehicuIar and be a temporary solution as the tracks are planned to 

pedestrian traffic between 4th and 3rd Streets SE. 'one day' run under the /v',unicipcl Building to align 

Pedestrians. mainly the seniors walking frorn their with 8th Avenue SE. However, this may not occur 

apartment building to the downtown, are forced to for a long time - if war, and the damage to the site 

\+valk either along 9th Avenue SE or 7th Avenue SE, has been done. Although this b rsk  did not create 

%.v ith neither providing a cornfortoble environment the downfall of East Village, it has perpetuated its 

*,vith the noise and speed of the cars on the former deterioration and degradation. 

or the LRT on the latter. 



T h e  
M u n i c i p a l  
B u i l d i n g  

While the roads are horsh hh/o dimensional dges. 

the Municipal Building is three dimensional - a 

dramatic 36 mcrter mirror - clad curtain wall resting 

on a sandstone clad concrete base. Because the 

form is angled and terrcscd on the west side (to 

accommodate sun angles) but not on the e a s t  side. 

:he PlAunicipal Building appears to be turning its 

bock' on East Village and its r3sidents. or as Barry 

Johns states in his criiique, the building is 

"seemingly oblivious and with an upturned nose 

to its surrounds". The I\rlunicipal Building is an 

example of an architecturally autonomous building 

that has little connection to the buildings or spaces 

that surround it. 

On the west side the massing of the Municipal 

Building is broken down and detailed on a human 

scale at grade level. The building descends to Four 

storeys wi th  a contoured plaza, street furniture. 

sculpture and landscaping laid out as a welcome 

mat to those who work or visit the building. While 

the east side, standing thirteen storeys is an obvious 

'back door' to the Municipal Building. A steep 

stairway is the only relief to the tail stone arcade 



modulated with large columns and oversized stone 

flower p!anters b ~ e e n  them. The building looms 

overhead casting a shadow onto the western side 

of the site for most of the day. 

Intending to provide a neutral backd-op for the 

historic City Hall in front, much of the exterior of tine 

Municipal Building is clad in horizontal ribbons of 

reflective mirror. On the east side, this material has 

a much more dramatic effect than on the west. 

While standing at the foot of the building or within 

Eost Village, if the light and angle of view are right, 

the facade appears blue with puffs or streaks of 

white within it. This melding, with squinted eyes, of 

building and sky is almost enough to forgive the 

bulky singlemindedness of the form. 

Similar to the LRT tracks through the site, the 

placement and form of the Municipal Building 

violates the street grid. In a half hearted attempt to 

replace 8th Avenue SE - an enclosed retail mall 

[with one shop and a bank machine] and 

pedestrian wolkway runs through the Municipal 

Building forming part of the large atriur,i lobby. The 

more positive result of this planning decision is the 

ease with which Calgarians and tourists walking 

along 8th Avenue SE to the east can enter and poss 

through the building. 

Although the Municipal Building is quite low 

compared to the office towers of the downtown, it 

seems taller beccyse of the much lower scale of the 

existing buildings of Eost Village, particularly those 

adjacent to the site. The devotional drop from the 

top of the Municipal Building to the top of the 

closest building across the site is 50 meters. 

auilding heighn and \vest of he ;ik 
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P o  o p I e : a t  h o m e  t n  t h e  c * r y  

A t  h o m e  i n  t h e  c i t y  

While the previous section deok with the physical 

qualities of the site, this section is about the people. 

The most obvious thing about East Village is that 

there ore so few people there. The lots are vacant 

and so are the streets. The activity created by 
people filling the side walks making their way 

through or lounging on a patio choir sipping a 

coffee, we hove come to expect from downtown 

and inner city neighborhood - like Kensington or 

4th Street SW are missing in East Village. Except 

for small pockets of activity, East Village is socially 

and spiritually dead. 

Improving the site's condition by placing buildings is 

a ston to making the East Village look h e r ,  but this 

alone will not recreate the community. More 

people are needed to come live, work and visit 

East Village, filling the empty space with the doily 

activities of their lives. Even though people have 

continued to live and work in East Village over the 

years, there ore too few to have much effect on 

their surroundings and maintain a p i f i ve  and 

exciting sense of community. 



While East Village sits relatively vacant, Calgary is 

currently experiencing a housing crisis with a 

shortage of affordable rental units, especially in the 

inner city neighborhoods. People who have a 

steady income are no longer immune to homeless- 

ness, making local shelters over crowded. The 
creation of new shelters to accommodate the 

demand is helpful but does not respond to the 

underlying issues. 

New housing needs to be built within the down- 

town area with rental units that range in location, 

size, configuration. and price for a variety of 

lifestyle choices and incomes. Places to live that 

respond to the present needs of Calgarions with 

places that accommodate both living and working 

in ths same space and small bachelor suites for 

those in transition. 

The design of the housing also needs to be t suited 

to the downtown environment and community in 

which it is built. There are many examples around 

North America and Europe of good and bad muti 

family hcusing built in the downtown core of cities. 

Those that demonstrate a concern by the architects 

and an obvious focus on the attributes that make a 
b 

house a home seem to be the ones that are most 

successful. In particular, allowing residents, even 

those who rent, to participate or personalize their 

surroundings seem to be most worthwhile. 



P e o  p i s :  a t  h o m e  t n  t h e  C I T Y  

T h e  p e o p l e  o f  E a s t  V i l l a g e  

As one of Calgary's ofdest neighborhoods, East 

Village was once filled with buildings, and the life 

and activity of the people they held within their 

walls. Situated between the south bank of the Bow 

River and the CPR rail line, East Village was a 

mixed - use working class community that grew up 

around the industrial and manufaduring operations 

that were concentrated there. 

Over the years East Village became a diverse 

community, growing and evolving with he lives of 

its residents. In those day, working families, shop 

keepers, business owners, workers and newcomers 

to the city lived side by side in houses and tenement 

buildings. In a time when transportation was limited, 

most of the people who worked in East Village also 

lived there, with many living 'above the shop'. A 

result, buildings stood close together, crsting a 

high density area. 

For those who could afford it, the street car and then 

the automobile carried the people to the outskirts of 

the city in the 1950's and 1960's. With them went 

the future of East Village. With little 



reason to stay, the shops and ssrvices followed 

them, leaving behind empty buildings as the 

artifacts of a once prosperous and active 

community. A few hardy residents and businesses 

remained but without its residents East Village 

began to waste away. 

The people who moved into East Village did so out 

of need rather than choice. It was turning into on 

urban slum no one wanted, attracting the people 

know one wanted - the transient ond the aged. 

The homeless come to East Village lured by the 

promise of a free meol and a mattress at the 

shelters. They stayed because no one cared tho t 

they were there. Without 'no loitering' signs and 

no one to call security to wort them off of the 

premises, hey were anonymous and left to blend in 

with their surroundings. 

In the 1970'5, the poorer seniors of Calgary were 

brought to live in the newly built government 

subsidired apartment buildings. High above the 

streets, they were disconnected and isolated from 

the land below and imprisoned by the walls 

surrounding them. 

Time seems to hove stood still in East Village for the 

last 25'years. as liftle has changed. More business- 

es and people have moved out thon in and build- 

ings have come down rather than gone up. T h e  

homeless still walk the streets and use the shelters, 

the seniors still sit in the corner of the community. 



F s. o p I e r o r  h o m e  ~n r h a  c t t y  

T h e  E a s t  V i l l a g e  C o m m u n i t y  S t u d y :  
f i n a l  r e p o r t  I 9 9 1  

A study of the people who work and live in East 

Village was done by P. Lynn ~ c D o n a l d  and h c y  L. 

Peressini in 199 1 . The information collected was 

to be background reseorch for the Task Force on 

Housing in the Downtown and the area redevelop 

ment plan for East Village. The impartonce of this 

1 0 month study was not only that it tock place at 

all, but that McDonald and Peressini actually came 

into the community and met with the people they 

interviewed. 

Members of the four main groups that were 

identified: business and community organizations, 

service providers, the homeless and the seniors 

were questioned about the proposed redevelopment 

of East Village and their needs and desires from 

such a change. Information was gathered through 

self administered questionnaires, telephone surveys 

and face to facz interviews from 349 respondents 

and presented in the final report - The East Village 

Community Study. in addition to survey results, 

demographic information, and recommendations for 

redevelopment, a literature review on homelessness 

wos provided. 

A distinction was made between the people who 

work in East Village - the business operators and 

service providers, and those who live there - the 

seniors and homeless people. Their perceptions, 

attitudes and concerns were assumed to be 
different. 

The business and community organizations and the 

service providers were questioned not only about 

redevelopment but also their views and feelings 

about h e  people who live in the area. Although 

both groups shaved concern for the seniors and 

homeless, the business organizations had little toler- 

ants for the homeless.Redevelopment of East Village 

was generally seen as o positive move, particularly 

commercial and general housing deveiopnent. 

The homeless and seniors live in East Village and 

v~hatever community exists it does so because of 

their presence during the day, and particularly at 

night. The members of these two groups share 

certain characteristics - the most obvious being that 

they are poor, and hove similar feelings and needs 

for the proposed redevelopment. 



h e h o m e l e s s  

The homeless people are the more obvious residents of East Village. Unlike the seniors, they spsnd much of 

their time on the streets, along the western edge closest to downtown and the main road ways. Although 

most of the horndess were found to spend their days in the downtown, visiting social service f~cilities or 

looking for work, they are a common sight throughout the day. 

Many of the homeless are single men who receive food and a bed from one of two shelters in the area - the 

Calgary Drop - In Centre and the Salvation Army's Single Mens Hostel. It was learned that most of the men 

come from blue collar famili2s and some are or were employed in blue collar occupations. Almost all of the 

men surveyed ( 98.2 per cent ) had a previous piace to live and many had become homeless for the first 

time in the previous year. Rather than a set way of life, these men seem to be in the midst of a difficult 

phase in their lives and their homelessness may be short term. 

The homeless people are also open to redevelopment in East Village, particularly residential development. 

Because the basic needs of food and shelter are not secure, it is not surprising thot these are their main 

concern. Low - income housing, with bachelor and one bedroom suites - small but cleon, was most - 
requested. Many of the men can afford to pay some rent with the money they get from working, income 

transfers or other sources. The reason why hey do not have a place of their own is the lack of affordable 

rental housing in Calgary and the difficulty in saving enough money to pay for first and last months rent and 

utility hook ups. Mcdonald and Peressini state in their report 

".,.the homeless in East village show considerable potential for change, 

given the recency of their homelessness, their short period of hornelessne~s~ 

and h e  fact thot they ore educotable and their willingness to work.' 



T h e  s e n ~ o r s  

The southeast corner of East Village appeors as a mirage - new within old, order within disorder. Three high- 

rise apartment buildings stand together, with o pork between Murdoch Manor and the George C. King 

Tower. and East Village Place across the street. Mature trees and bushes provide closure and shade, flowers 

give color and grandeur to on otherwise dreary environment. Human activity fills the base in front of the 

buildings with the coming and goings of the peaple who live there and those sitting on the benches enjoying 

the sun and each others company. 

The residents of these buildings are the poorer seniors of Calgary. most ( 79 per cent I are dependent on 

income transfers from the government.: Many of them live alone in one bedroom or bachelor suites. They 

spend their time in their units or visifing with friends in heirs or the other buildings. Only when they walk to 

the downtown along 7th or 9th Avenues SE do they spend time in the rest of East Village. 

The seniors in the study were generaily open to the redevelopment of East Village, although not entirely 

enthusiastic. Most are quite satisfied with their living environment, their building and individuol suites. As 

high-rise apartment buildings are generally not favoured for housing by older people, McDonald and 

Peressini attribute the relatively high level of satisfaction to the research finding that - although low rise is the 

preferred housing form, high rise living is often the favoured building type when located in an undesirable 

area.- 

Since the seniors are s~ t i s f i ed  with their housing, their request for commercial development in the community 

..NOS not unexpected. A grocery store, retaurant, medical clinic, swimming pool and hair dresser within 

walking distance were most popular. With You'nique Beauty Services moving into an older building along 

9th Avenue SE, directly across from the apartment buildings, it seem that at least one need has been fulfilled 

since the study was done. 



During the study - while learning about the groups in 

Eost Village and creating recommendations for the 

proposed redevelopment of this area, McDonald 

and Peressini also considered the state of the 

community as a whole. Their research showed that 

th~re is little sense of community in East Village. A 

number of small social networks exist in the 

community, but they seem to be operating 

independently of each other with little contad. 

"If a sense OF community is what i s  desired by the 

planners, then it will be important to foster 

interpersonal and intergroup linkages and 

integration and coordination of the formal 

organizations in the area-n5 

Interestingly, the homeless showed concern for the 

seniors while they were concerned about the 

homeless, even though their paths rarely crossed. 

Although the intention of this project is not to satisfy 

the needs and wishes of the existing groups in East 

Village, consideration of the effect any new proiect 

will have on them and how they can be involved is 

important. 

The business and community organizations and 

shelters must be considered to determine whether 

they are suited to their present location or require 

relocation within in the area or further eust into the 

downtown core, 

The homeless must be considered since redevelop 

ment of on existing oreo typically means their 

displacement. How they can be accommodated 

either witnin this area or in another is important and 

cannot be ignored. Finding ways to involve the 

seniors in the larger community of East Village, 

either actively or passively, seems to be a worth- 

while pursuit. 



P e o p I P :  i l r  h o m e  I n  r h *  c t t y  

T h e  E a s t  V i I I a g e  A r e a  
R e d e v e l o p m e n t  P l a n  1 994 

The East Village ARP is the most recent develop 

ment plan for !he area. Although rather stiff and 

bureaucratic, it is based on the vision o i  East Ullage 

becoming a residential community with a positive 

sense of identity and character. A distinctive 

community within Calgary's downtown core for 

people who wish to live in this area and enjoy the 

experiences and amenities this centralized urban 

environment has to offer. 

One day, East \/illage is expected to have a 

residential population of 4500 - 5000 people, 

predominantly middle income downtown workers. 

Its future success as a community however, will 

ultimately be determined by the people who live 

there. Encouraging a vital and socially balanced 

community with a diverse demographic and income 

level is preferred. To create this heterogeneity, a 

variety of housing types and densities will be 
allowed, both rental and owner occupied. 

Townhouses, stacked townhouses, and low - rise 

apartment buildings are favored with decreasing 

densiy from the southern boundary of 9th Avenue 

SE towards the north, along the Bow River. 

Since a predominantly middle class income 

community will have little toleration for homeless 

people walking the streets, the ARP recommends 

moving the Salvation Army's Men's Hostel out of 

East Village and closer into the downtown core. 

It does however, recognize the need to build long 

term housing for the homeless people. Therefore, the 

plan includes the provision of transitional housing as 

well as social service facilities in the Commerciai 

District of the community, as recommended by 
McDonald and Peressini in their report. 

To attract and sustain a residential population, 

more commercial, recreational and communiiy 

facilities will be built in East Village. Shops and 

offices are to be street oriented to create a 

comforta ble pedestrian environment. As well, 

sensitivity to the existing historic buildings through 

scale and design of the new buildings is strongly 

encouraged. Areas of open space are planned 

throughout East Village to promote a balanced and 

healthy lifestyle. 



Coniinuation of the Golden Age Club will be 
encouraged, in addition to the creation of other 

community organization such as a community center 

ond daycare. 

The ARP concludes with a discussion of the steps 

needed to implement the plan, with the full 
redevelopment of East Village to take place over o 

period of time. Since The City of Calgary owns 

roughly one half of the land, its role in 

redevelopment is key. The report recommends 

both obiectives and actions for the City, to begin 

implementation of the plan. For instance, roadways 

and public utilities must be upgraded - including 

roising and resurfacing the roadways in the Bow 

River flood plain, on the north side of East Village. 

As well, right of ways and city owned land needs 

to be cleaned up and improved to make i t  

available and more attractive for lease or purchase 

by developers and non - profit organizations. 

In favor of development, the Ciiy has taken a few of 

the necessary steps towards redevelopment. A 

significant move was made in the early 1080's, 

when one half of the land in East Village was re- 

designated from industrial zoning to Direct 

Control, allowing the construction of high density 

residential buildings. 

Since redevelopment has not even begun in the last 

four years with the release of the ARP, it seems that 

it may be necessary for The City to take a stronger 

lead if indeed development is desired. 



P P O  p 1 e :  a ?  h o m e  t n  t h e  z o t y  

C u r r e n t  h o u s i n g  n e e d s  i n  
d o w n t o w n  C a l g a r y  

The rsdeveloprnent of East Village and the need to 

attract residents to this area, provides a good 

opportunity to begin to address the desperate need 

for affordable housing in Calgary. There are many 

people, particularly singles, who cannot find o 

place to live that they can afford. The city's rapid 

growth and lack of construction of affordable 

apartment space has meunt vacancy rates are at 

record lows, and rental rotes have increased in 

response to this demand. 

It is difficult to imagine what it is like to 5e in this 

situation - not having a place to live. The personal 

stories of sirangers have recently filled he television 

and newspapers, people with no where to live. 

Many have iobs but sleep at a shelter because of 

the difficulty of saving for a damage deposit and 

first months rent, or people living in apartments and 

facing rent increases they cannot afford. 

Rick is a friend of mine who is in this situation and 

knows what it is like to worry about finding a place 

to live. Rick is one of the thousands of people who 

are caught in the web of Calgary's housing market. 



Rick lives in an apartment in an older house on the south side of down tow^. His place is small - 
around 325 square feet, and probably the smallest of the six units in the house. He has a living 

room, kitchen. storage area and bathroom. 

The house shows the signs of age and deterioration, and a strange combination of old and new. 

With nine foot high ceilings, thick wccd mouldings and exposed pipes, not to mention the 

peeling paint and water stains, we date the house to be from around 1920's -30's. A couple of 

weeks ago, Rick was presented with o letter from the landlord alerting him of a renovotion, with 

no mention of exactly what was going to be done. When I come to talk to him I found a blue 

green house instead of a grey one, the hallway inside had also been painted and Rick had iust 

received a new kitchen faucet - one thot spouts water every 10 minutes or so - on its own. A rent 

increase hasn't been mentioned yet but we agreed it's probably on the way since his six month 

lease will soon be up. Rick moved here because the rent at his old place [across the street] went 

up from $395 to $485 per month -without renovations, except for a newly painted hallway. 

Rick soys that if the rent does go up where he is now he will look for a new place. The amount of 

the increase will determine how quickly and how far he looks. 

Rick's income is derived from a variety of sources - working at odd iobs, a disability cheque, trips 

to the pown shop and the odd welfare cheque. He has chosen to live os he does and says he 

would not change the type of places he lives in even if he had more money - his place is eosy to 

maintain and he feels no threat it will be broken into. But for Rick - an increase in rent means it is 

time to move on - again. 



Rick is not alone in Calgary, there are all types of 

people, from different sections of society that share 

in common the fact that they live on a limited 

income. One of the mast needful groups in Calgary 

right now are single people who often live in or 

close to the downtown core. Twenty - year olds 

starting out on their own, artists, entrepreneurs, 

students, laborers, downtown workers, service 

workers, windows and widowers, single parents 

and the homeless working poor, need good places 

to live. 

A 1 996 Housing Reswrch Program for downtown 

Calgary found that "at present, downtown 

housing product is viewed as very specialized, 

targeted to a sophisticated and very h in  segment 

of potential cons~mers."~ While responses from 

participants found that renters in the downtown 

"... ore slightly more diverse, with a bimodal age 

distribution, less employment, fewer cars, higher 

mobility, and less downtown experien~e."~ To fill 
the demand, future housing construction in 

downtown Calgary, needs to be aimed at those 

groups who need it most, finding ways through 

design and construction to provide 'good' housing 

that is economically feasible. 

The people who may come to live in East Village, 

include those people who choose to live downtown 

or those who need to. Herbert Gons, an urbon 

sociologist, identifies five types of inner city 

residents. While the 'cosrnopol ites' and unmarried 

or childless groups choose to live there, the 'ethnic 

villagers', the 'deprived' and the 'trapped' or 

'downward mobile' do not. ' Those who choose, 

do so for a variety of reasons including the urban 

atmosphere, cultural, recreational and leisure 

opportunities, views, and the efficiency of time and 

transportation cost. - The others, usually end up 

downtown because of the sociol service organiz- 

ations and anonymity available tc them there. 

Creating places to live for people of all income 

levels should be a goal of every city, based on the 

understanding of the needs people have in terms of 

where they live. In an area such as East Village, it is 

possible to creote housing for many of these groups 

and thus create a more balanced community. 



B u i l d i n g  i n t h e d o w n  t o w  n 

Building in the downtown is different then anywhere 

else in the city and therefore needs special 

consideration and response. With less ground 

space and high land values, it requires a built 

environment that makes the best use of limited 

space. Housing many people in this high density 

area or in one building, creates a design challenge 

to ensure the comfort and privacy of the individual 

within this more public and diverse environment. 

Many ways hove been tried by architects to house 

people in the city. With the rapid growth of cities in 

the postwar period, high densiiy multi - family 

housing was needed tc fill the demand. But looking 

back, this housing fype has anything but a 

glamorous ?st. The Modernist - large scale high 

rise apartment projects from the 1 960's, such as 

Pruitt lgoe in St. Louis - demolished because it was 

such an awful place to live, are not easily ignored 

or forgotten. 

In the last thirty years or so, architects have been 

designing alternatives for rnulti family housing and 

learning what people need and desire while living 

in the downtown environment. 



F e o p I e :  a t  h o m e  I n  r h e  c r r v  

H i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  

M o d e r n i s m  

While passing out blame for the post failures of 

mu!ti-family housing in the city, the road usually, 

although not entirely fairly, leads back to French 

architect Le Corbusier. As one of the ieaders of 

Modernist architecture his influence on urbon 

planning and housing cannot be denied or 

minimized. 

In o time of growing urbanization and crov~ded 
and unsanitary living conditions, Le Corbusier and 

his contemporaries believed that a new way of city 

design and building was required. Only the new 

building technology and materials of the day could 

rid socieh/ of such problems. With the ability to 

build high already demonstrated in the construdion 

of office buildings, using this building form to fill the 

desperate need for housing must have seemed a 

logical solution. 

As his writing and schemes clearly show, Le 

Corbusier sought to control the design and didate 

to the user how to live in the space, whether at the 

scale of the city or the single family home. Contrary 

to the traditional hands on approach to housing 



construction, his dwellings were to be created 

before habitotion and the occupant was required to 

adapt to the building, rather than the other woy 

around. 

Le Corbusiers theoreticol ci!y plans were highly 

organized, based on a strid geometry, wide 

roadways, and singular zoning as shown in The 
Ville Contemporaine - A Contemporary City for 

Three Million Inhabitants [ I  9221 and a further 

evolution, The Ville Radieuse - Radiant City [ 1930 
351. Within these cities, housing was to be 

provided for the residents with multiple rows of high 
rise apartment buildings of concrete and glass. 

His ideas of high density housing were physically 

manifested in the Unite d' Habitation [I945 - 521, 
of Marseilles, Fronce. Although initially conceived 

as a collection of high rise buildings, only one was 

commissioned by the French government as a mass 

housing prototype. Standing 18 storeys high with a 

collecticn of units able to house 1600 people, the 

Unite stood as a model for the new way of urban 

living. 

Mar sailfes, Fronce 

With the construction of the Unite', Le Corbusier 

believed he had discovered the universal solution to 

urban mass housing. Responding to the desperate 

needs of the poor, he hoped it would become a 

standardised building typing for low - income 

housing. As time would soon tell, he was not alone 

in this belief, for it was not long before the Unite d' 

Habitation became the model for public housing 

around the world. 



P P O ~  l e :  a t  h o m e  e n  t h e  c 1 r . i  

P o s t  - w a r  h o u s i n g  

The high rise apartment building became the 

building form of choice for public housing during 

the years of urban renewal in Canadian and 

American cities. Le Corbusier's urban planning and 

mass housing models seemed to be the perfect 

solution to the problems plaguing these rapidly 

growing cities. Besides the standardization and the 

repetition of building elements of these buildings, 

their large size was obviously seen as their 

redeeming feature. 

But rather than the solution, Le Corbusian high rise 

housing blocks became the problem. Although 

many people who really needed it were provided 

with new clean housing, the loss of their existing 

neighborhoods, segregation and the industrial and 

monotonous facades left them with little better than 

what they had In many cases this new housing 

broke the spirits of the people who had no choice 

but to live in them. 

These buildings isolated and disconnected their 

residents from the community and streets surrounding 

them at their base. Without quick and easy access 

to the outside from their units, the streets lost their 

purpose as a place to be and not iust a surfoce to 

drive on. People could no longer sit out on their 

front stoop to watch their kids play and chat with 

neighboun - a cheap form of socializing and 

entertainment. Without this neighborliness and 

physical and visual surveillance, the area 

surrounding the projects become a sort of 'no man's 

land' further compromising the security and safety of 

the reidents. 

high rise apartment building in East Village 



High rise housing has both its proponents and 

opponents. The negative affects on people have 

been welt researched, studied and documented. 

Today, high rise buildings are generally not 

considered a 'good' housing form for any income 

level group, but least of all for low income. 

Christopher Alexander, a strong critic of this 

building form, believes high rise buildings can 

"damage people's minds and feelings" and 

odds: 

"In an urban area, no matter how dense, keep 

the moiority of the buildings four stories 

high or less, it is possible hat certain buildings 

should exceed this limit, but they should 

never be buildings for human ha bitation."' 

Low rise buildings are the desired building form for 

multi - family housing because the residenh ore able 
to maintain a visual and physical connection to the 

street and the other residents. This scale is in 

keeping with that of the traditional city and is more 

in tune with ideas people have the look of vernac- 

ular architecture and the feel of domestic space. 

The seemingly inevitable foilure of the low - income 

high rise projects is well known. Rsidents began 

to react against the awful living conditions the 

buildings created and perpetuated. The problem 

was not only the form of the buildings, and all of the 

trouble. they created. but the assumption of the 

needs of the residents and their inability to be 
involved in the design process. The mass housing 

of the past did not creote the problems in the lives 

of the people living in it, such as poverty, crime, 

and unemploymeni, but it did compound and 

aggravate them. Many proiects failed to allow the 

residents to creote and feel at home in the places 

they lived. 

Since the surge of high rise construction, the worst 

have been demolished and many others have been 

renovated. Although the architectural design of 

these buildings was not solely responsible for their 

failure, the underlying disregard for the needs and 

desires of the residents was. The negative results of 

Modernist dv~ellings did not go unnoticed and led 
to the attempt by many architects to design 

alternative housing models. 



P c o p l e : c r  h a m e  t n  t h o  c l t ,  

D u t c h  S A R  
F o u n d a t  i o n  f o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e s e a r c h  

The construction of high rise mass housing proiects 

meant a radical shift in the way housing in the city 

was perceived and provided. How people would 

like to live became subordinate to size and 

efficiency of space. In response, it was not long 

before h i s  new form of housing become the focus 

of critical architectural discussion and debate. 

Many architects began the search for a befter way 

to house peopie in the city. Dutch architect, N. J. 
Hobraken responded harshly to the mass housing 

proiects of the day in his book Supports: An 

Alternative to Mass Housing ( 196 1 ). But in his 

attempt to find a better way he went too far in the 

other direction. While Le Corbusier revoked 

individual involvement in the housing process, 

Ha bra ken exaggerated it. 

Attributing the housing problem to the removal of the 

individual from the housing process, Ha braken feels 

that mass housing has failed to solve the housing 

shortage, both in numbers [since housing 1000's of 

people in one bilding has yet to fulfil demand] and 

design, by removing the user from the process. 



Mass housing precludes the involvement of the user 

by nature, as the form is designed and built before 

the residerlt moves in. 

"Mass housing pretends that the involvement of 

the individual and all that it implies simply ought 

not to exist. The provision of housing therefore 

cannot be called a process of man housing 

himself. Man no longer houses himselt he is 

housed."12 

As on alternative he proposes the 'support structure' 

- a stacked three dimensional concrete structural - 
infrastructure system into which blocks - individual 

housing units, are to be placed. This form a housing 

is neither a dwelling nor a building, but rather 

"A support structure is a construction which 

allows the provision of dwellings which can be 

built, altered and taken down, independently of 

he  other^."'^ 

residents would be able to view and choose from a 

selection of manufacturer's dwellings on displuy in a 

show room. Within each block a range of floor 

plans would be provided with many features to 

choose from. 

To further his cause, Habraken formed the Dutch 

SAR which: 

"rigorously investigated basic questions of shelter 

provision, although rarely embracing the more 

symbolic and expressive aspects of housing. 

Consequently, there was always a need for 

upward translation.. .from these bosic 

considerations into architectural form,"lA 

UCimately, Habraken's approach did not offer a 

better alternative, but rather proposed a form of 

housing that seemed it would alienate it residents as 

much as the Le Corbusian models did because of 

the rigidness of the structure and lack of spontaneity 

of the form. 

In practice, indbiiduol dwellings are to be 
purchased and layered within this structure. Future 



P 5 o p I e : a t  h o m e  ~n t h e  : t r y  

C o m m u n i t y  a r c h i t e c t u r e  

Reaction against the Modernist high rise buildings 

continued into the 1970's with the rise of community 

architecture, rooted in the belief that: 

"...the users of building developments should 

play a key role in the design of the environments 

in which they were to live and work."15 

This h/pe of housing which had some popularity in 

Europe, was meont to provide the residents with the 

chance to participate in the design and 

development process. building and improvement 

work and management and maintenance of where 

they live. In practice, involvement in this process is 

often limited by the skills of the residents. 

A successfwl community architecture proiect is British 

architect. Ralph Erskine's low - rent worker housing 

complex at Byker, England from 1 968 - 1974. In 

this proiect, urban redevelopment of a community 

was b e d  on approaching habitation as a 

process, ~courag ing  h e  residents to be involved in 

the planning and design of not only the housing, but 

the community as a whole. The Byker proiect is, 



"one example in England of an architectural 

response carefully considered and predicated 

upon the idea that architecture can improve 

people's lives."lb 

For several years the design team collaborated with 

the residents, he 'user clients', to create a proiect 

suited to everyone. To facilitate communication 

between the two groups, an on site office was set 

up and a resident committee - with open 

membership and an informal structure, was formed. 

The housing design began with a pilot project so 

that comments could be gathered by the residents 

and implemented in the following schemes. 

Th9 larsest building of the project is the Byker Wall - 
a physical response to a proposed motorway along 

the northern boundary of the project. As a long, 

undulating building that shields the other buildings it 

looks out onto on its south side, he Byker Wall is 

both a residential complex and a noise barrier. The 
design reflects this as the north elevation, facing the 

motorway, is heavily mossed with patterned brick 

and punched out windows, while the south elevation 

is much lighter and personalized with an articulated 

facade, balconies, and large windows. 

From photographs, the community and its low - scole 
buildings seem to architecturally reflect the porticip 

tory process. The customization of the units by the 

residents guidsd by the architect, both inside and 

outside, has created facades that show an orderly 

sense of individuality. The buildings seem to have o 

sense of spontaneity, comfort and ease about them. 



P e o  p 1 e :  o r  h o m e  a n  t h e  c r r v  

C o n t e m p o r a r y  c o n t e x t  

More recent designs for living in the city seem to 

show that lessons have indeed been learned from 

the past. In both written and design works, much 

exploration has taken place rather recentiy to find 

ways of creating places for people that are more 

suited to a variety of lifestyles and the economic 

realities while being conscious of uniqueness of 

living in the downtown environment. 

For instance, Jonas Lehrman and A.N. Senguta, 

found that privacy, identity, comfort, choice, 

adaptability, accessibility and interaction were the 

essential qualities for living within high densities and 

close proxirniw, without losing humanity. - Architects 

seem to be responding to such findings within their 

small and large scale residential designs. 

These qualities seem to enable a person to make a 

home of their house, The connection and inter- 

dependence between these two ideas is important 

to approach the design of housing with a sensitivity 

to the needs and desires of the residents. 



H o u s e  a n d  h o m e  

Home 

A choking warmth cows piling 
through rdlddown windows 
os siowty you drive =st 
through an oncienr 
and dilapidattd sunlight 
on the fast 1% 
of Sevwtenh and p i t  
the corner Fubtil where you're greeted 
by the brave lide Om St. 
trcff ic light. It's been 
her* all along. on duty 
the week you've been away.  
has gcrne preciously nowhere 
for the summer. You continue 
psr the bleach4 limestme 
rhct is Field School, icmiliar 
a s  your furn~rure, ond turn 
left on Gandvisw, down 
h i s  brief. deadended bnnd 
and rscognize your house, 
woih'ng like an abandoned stage set. 
Tht porch is peeling. tam 
ycu'll open every window wide. 
The night's incessant gossip 
will crowd in hrough the scrsens - 
locvsts, cat fights. -ices 
Gf all p r  dd relotions 
staked our as far us you can hear 
in heir prdicmble positions, 
maaning har you'r2 back 
iq he middle cf navhere, 
and avanlr)liog in h i s  toy 
and humid wcrid is famous, even you 
cre f o m s  to - 



P 0 p i  2 : a t  h o m e  a n  t h e  city 

Within the words of J-Holden's poem lies this 

connection people form between their house and 

home. As he leads you along o iourney through a 

neighborhood back to a house, feelings of home 

are triggered and the difference, yet dependency of 

the two, becomes clearer. Hofden writes, 

"... and recognize your house, 

waiting like an abandoned stage set ..." 

For really this is what o house or apartment unit is - 
a collection of construction elements of different 

style, shapes and color - the pieces that form o 

bockdrop holding and reflecting our lives. We 

choose these props carefully as they silently yet 

powerfully set the tone of the story, they move or 

change over time, but the drama of our lives 

continues. A house only comes alive - becomes a 

home, with the presence of people. 

While a house may be described, os in he poem, 

a home must be felt. The title of the poem - Home 

is not really necessary because as you read the 

lines an image of home, whether a cration of 

the one described in the poem or your own home - 
past or present - is imagined. Peeling paint, dogs 

barking and coming home to an empty house are 

so familiar to us that we can coniure up the images 

and feelings merely by reading the words. This 

ability to remember and feel or home is called a 

sense or feeling of home. Although home means 

different things to different people, on undersfonding 

of it at its basic level is shared. For 

"... Home is o place of security within an 

insecure world, a place of certainty within doubt, 

a familiar place in a strange word, a sacred 

place in a profane world- It is a place of 

autonomy and power in an increasingly 

heteronomous world where others make the 

rules."1g 

As we grow and move into different houses our 

childhood home remains as a foundation, a 

memory and a measuring stick to which all others in 

our lives will be compared. We realize overtime 

that living in a house does not guarantee the feehng 

of home. 



The relationship between house and home is 

complex and dependent upon many factors, with 

few involving the octual orchitecturol design. But the 

design of a persons environment con affect how 

they live, and it needs to respond them in some 

ways. The results of ignoring this need have been 

well demonstrated in the post. 

People have different needs ond expectations from 

where they live, even within the wide ranging group 

of people who live in downtown neighborhoods. 

What each person considers as the 'right place for 

them' is rooted in who they ore os people. For a 

person to f e l  comfortable and at home in the place 

they live it must suit their lifesjyle. 

The connection between house and home in o 

design sense is based on o person's ability to 

physically personalize and express themselves in 

their surroundings. After years of speaking with 

many people about the places they live, architect 

and writer, Clare Cooper Marcus concludd in her 

book House as a Mirror of Self: Exploring the 

Deeper Meaning of Home, that 

"The key seems to be in the personalirotion of 

space: more and more I found in the stories I 

heard, that i t  is the moveable obieck in the 

home, rather than he physical fabric itself, that 

are h e  symbols of self."2o 

The way a person wishes their dwelling to be is 
dependent upon many factors such as age, sex, 

taste, and function. For instance, people who work 

ot home often need a space in which they can 

conduct their work- Depending on how much 

privocy or separation they need from the living 

space will determine the spacial configuration that 

they need from heir dwelling. Loft spaces are 

popular becouss they infer maximum control with on 

adaptoble open plan the occupants section off with 

interior walls and partitions of their choosing. 

Surfoce penonalizotioo is also common, more so of 

the interior than the exterior. But there ore many ad- 
vantages to encouraging residents to make changes 

to the outside wall surface of their dwelling, Clare 

Cooper Marcus also wrote in her eorly book 
Housing as i f  People Mattered, that 



"many housing authorities are now encouraging 

residents to toke over responsibility for improving 

and repoiring their dwelling exteriors because of 

rising maintenance cost; so an increasing need 

for designers to facilitate these changes arises. If 
personalization and modification are discour- 

aged [through lease arrangement, lack of owner- 

ship, or an inhibiting design] a significant, 

incremental, long term opportunity to upgrade the 

housing stock is forg~ne."~' 

Although personalization does not require 

ownership, it does seem to be a prerequisite. The 

popularity in North Americo of owning your own 

house is based on this perception of maximum 

control of an environment. While at the other end 

of the scale, mutti family rental housing implies a 

much lower level of control by the residents. 

aesthetic needs have been assumed by the 

developer, archited and builder. Physical con- 

straints or those enforced by the landlord may 

further restrict a resident's ability to personalize their 

dwelling. 

To encourage personalization, enough, but not too 

much, ambiguity in the design and construction of 

the building is needed. Articulated facades, 

permeable cladding and component replacement in 

the design can be used to provide the residents with 

the opportunity for self expression. As well, the 

potential and richness of collaboration with the 

residents should be explored, as in the case of 

Ralph Erskine's Byker Project. 

To incorporate opportunities into multi - family 

housing is a design challenge. By its nature it does 

not encourage individual expression on the exterior 

facade- To make matters worse, residents move in 

after the building as been built, so their spatial and 



A s e n r e  o f  c o m m u n i t y  

The feeling of home may also be felt within the 

community or neighborhood. But rather than this 

relationship based and strengthened by 

personalization, it rests on the way a neighborhood 

f9els. For many people who live in the downtown, 

the neighborhood they live in is as an important 

decision as the house they choose. For 

"... houses and homes are integral parts of the neighborhood and the urban environment; thus home is 

more than simply the house, it also encompasses the neighborhood."" 

and it is often the place " ... in which some of the most meaningful aspects of life are experienced..-"-- 

A neighbourhood that has a positive sense of 

commun iiy usually has many similar qualities of 

home, but in a more public and shared sense. 

Communities, within the larger urban landscape that 

have a 'small town or village ' feel to them make 

people feei at home. Fine grained urban arms 

with different places - little one of a kind shops, 

intimate restaurocts and cafes. and public urban 

spaces - small parks and plams, are designed for 

the pedestrian. It is these types of places that 

become comfortable, convenient, personal, and 

safe for the people who live in the area or for those 

who come to visit and enioy he experience. As 
people con live, work and shop in the same 

neighborhood, it makes it a more lively place 

merely with their presence. A place that provides 

opportunities for people to meet, waiting for 

spontaneity and human activity to happen on its 

own. The feeling or spirit of an or- is the g a l  for 

"... a sense of place is  something you can't 

photograph, it's something you have to live."2d 



shops olong Stephen Aenue Mall 

The city and housing schemes proposed by Le 
Corbusier and implemented in part, by architects 

and planners around the world, were unsuccessful 

because they did not create or encourage these 

feelings of home and sense of community. 

The large scale repetition and standardization of 

design and construction these apartment buildings 

was a new approach to housing - treating everyone 

and their housing needs the same. By assuming, 

rather than asking the future residents - or even 

residents of other housing proiects, and then not 

providing opportunities for physical changes to be 
made, feelings of home were not encouraged or 

able to grow. 

At the neighborhood scale, the apartment buildings 

were situated within large pieces of grass with few 

buildings and even less definition between them, 

very different from the traditional urban landscape. 

The residents, disconnected by height from their 

surroundings, did not become emotionally attached 

to their neighborhood. Without shops and places to 

be at the base, streets often became barren and 

empty- 



M o r e  r e c e n t  p r o j e c t s  

Many ciiy projects have been built in the 1990's 

that were conceived with notions of home and 

sense of community. With the design groups or 

architects consciously designing their buildings to 

positively affect the people who would use and live 

in them and h e  communities they were situated in. 

In response to the individual, different types of 

dwelling spaces - live/work, artist studios are more 

common, responding to more contemporary uses of 

space and design. On an urban planning level, an 

understanding of community and the advantages of 

mixed - use proiects to bring convenience and 

diversity to an area. Architects working with the 
problem of homelessness and low income housing 

through their designs, are finding ways to fold the 

buildings into existing communities, contributing to 

the lives of the residents and at the some time the 

rest of the neighborhood. 

The following proiects are representative of more 

recent projects showing design solutions to urban 

redevelopment, the community and various places 

to live. 



U r b a n  r e d e v e l o p m e n t  

A n  A r t s  D i s t r i c t  

T e m p l e  b a r  D u b l i n  . I r e l o n d  

Temple Bar is a older neighborhood in Dublin that underwen: urban regeneration in the early 1990's 
transforming it from an area of decline and decay, into a Cultural Quarter concentrating on cultural, leisure, 

small business and residential uses. 

Over the years, much of the area had come under state control and was slated to become o large 

tr~nsportation center for the Coras lompoir Eireann [CIE] consisting of a city bus station that would be 
connected to underground rail links. As this development would mean the demolition of large ports of the 

neighborhood with its historic streets and buildings, it was met with much opposition. After a lengthy process 

of meetings, debates and hard work by interested DuMiners, a new development p r o p a l  for Temple Bar - 
turning into an arts district instead was accepted. 

Todoy, with the completion of phase one of the redevelopment plan, Temple Bar stands as a successfbl 

example of the regeneration of an old area of the city. I is filled with interesting ond well designed 



buildings appropriate in scale and use to the existing context. Temple Bar is now home to many forms of 

the arts housed in buildings such as the Arthouse - Multimedia Center for the Am, Gallery of Photography. 

Irish Film Center, Tsrnple Lane Studi~s, Black Church Print Studio and The Ark - A Culturol Center for 

Children. Artistic expression can be found not only in and on the buildings themselves, but also with a 

collection of art pieces displayed on the streets. 

Temple Bar offers a successful example of the redevelopment process of on older, deierioroted oreo within 

the ciy. Hard work by the people who c a d  was the key, as private sector investment ihis cultural and 

urban renewal was needed, with little contribution, except tax incentives, by the state. John ~ u l c a h ~ ,  an 

Investment and Development Partner notes thot with Temple Bar "the main lesson, it seems to me, is thot to 
harness market forces to non - market ends you must embark on a highly interventionist appr~ach. "~  in 

doing so, it was found that the purely profit -driven forces of the private sector, may be controlled and 

focused into a more socially balanced renewal process. 



P o  o o I P :  a t  h o m e  1 0  t h e  c ~ t y  

C o m m u n i t y  

M i x e d  - u s e  

H o t s o n  B o k k e r  

A r c h i t e c t s  

V a n c o u v e r, B . C .  

This complex in the Kitsilano community of 

Vancower shows how a mix of uses within a dense 

urban environment can be architecturally expressed. 

The massing of the relatively large proiect has been 

broken down in response to its small scale context. 

Each block has been provided with a semiprivate 

courtyard providing a permeable form and vertical 

access to the rest of the complex. While the F ~rst two 

levels are for commercial uses - retail and office - 
the top two contain residential apartment unik. 

F e r n a u  & H a r t m a n  

A r c h i t e c t s  

B a r k e I e y , C a I i f o r n i a  

The Tipping Building represents a creative design 

solution to the challenge of combining residential 

and commercial uses into one building. The 
building consists of parking and a restaurant on the 

ground floor with office and residential space for 

Steven Tipping on the two floors above. As an 

engineer, the owner wonted a design expressive of 

the simple and honest use of materials. The massing 

that followed has created a building of human scale 

that also fits within the larger setting. 



D w e l l i n g s  

L i v e - w o r k  a n d  
a r t i s t s  s t u d i o s  

A c t o n  J o h n s o n  O s t r y  

A r c h i t e c t s  

V a n c o u v e r, B . C .  

This artist live/work studio and warehouse was 

built after much lobbying for amendments to zoning 

and building bylaws. It is located in a light 

industrial area adiacent to the downtown core. 

When built the studios were leh incomplete so the 

residents could build out and personalize their 

space. To minimize construction costs, bosic and 

economical materials were used including poured 

concrets, concrete block and pavers, exposed steel 

structure, corrugated metal cladding and plywood. 

P e t e r  C a r d e w  

A r c h i t e c t s  

V a n c o v v e r, B .C .  

Within an area of existing single family homes close 

to the downtown, is Cordew's live - work studio 

building - a new low xo le  design approach to ths 

older combination of live and work space, yet 

within the more modern contemporary city sefting. 

The form is rectangular with o small courtyard within 

four double height minimal studios, two on each 

side, resting on the ground floor garage and 

workshops. The building moss is light, clad with 

on  ized metal. 



P P o p I s : or h o m e  t n  t h e  c n t y  

L o w - i n c o m e  h o u s i n g  

L e s  a r c h i t e c t s  

B o u t r o s + P r a t t e  

M o n t r e a I, Q u e b e c  

This low - income housing project fits into its urban 

setting so well because it fronts the street edge and 

is scaled to other buildings in the neighborhood. 

The three buildings, with a semi - private park 

nestled by one, contain 1 17 units. Several unit 

types and sizs within each building respects the 

needs of several groups, such as for singles, on 

upper floors or families on the ground floor. With 

brick, the facades are articulated with punched out 

windows and recessed balcony spaces. 

R o b  W e l l i n g t o n  

Q u i g l e y  A r c h i t e c t s  

S o n  D i e g o ,  C a l i f o r n i a  

La Pensione is a single-room occupancy building 

[SRO]. With its thoughtful design, this building offers 

proof that housing for the poor can contribute to a 

community. A lady who owns a restourant near by 
said it was a "shot in the arm" for the neighbor- 

hood- Similar to their other SRO designs, RWQ 

spoke to the residents of the Baltic Inn, to find out 

how they could be done better. Placing the laundry 

room in a central location so people could meet 

while washing their clothes was the result. 



P a r t i c i p a t i o n  

I v o  W a l d h o r  

A r c h i t e c t  

M o l m o .  S w e d e n  

This five story apariment building is an example of 

a contemporary participatory proie. It is the result 

of fours years of collaboration between the architect 

and the future residents, Individual choices were 

allowed inside the units, and on the exterior 

facades. Windows and doors were pointed by the 

residents ond therefore their units are identifiable 

from he street. Even with such high level of person- 

alization the architect was able to maintain a 

harmonious building moss- 
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D e s i g n  



A p l a c e  t o  l i v e  

The first two sections of this proiect - the setting and 

the people, led to the third - the design. The 

architectural design followed the first two as the 

physical way to address the conditions of the site 

and the needs of the exisfing and future residents 

and visitors of East Village. 

In bringing the setting and the people together it is 

hoped that each will be better off as o result. The 

intention of this design proiect is b create a 'good' 
place to live in East Village, that is to become a 

home, both at the scale of the individual resident 

and the community as o whole. In response to this, 

the design was conceived from a vision of a new 

community emerging out of the vacant land that lies 

there today. into an active and diverse place rooted 

in the reality of every day life. 

As such, the design solution is in a sense seeks to 

show how the redevelopme~t of East Village may 

begin. The design does not proposa something 

new. but rather oppl~ing what has been learned by 

those who have dealt with similar urban issuss, to 

the site and the reeds of the pecple. 



D e s i g n  p r i n c i p l e s  

The critic01 evaluation of the site and the desire to 

create a place for people in East Village resulted in 

the identification of six design principles. Together 

they informed and guided the design process ond 

led to the design solution. 

G r i d - alignment of streets and back alleys 

M o v rn e m e n t - vehicles, trains [LRT and 

CPR], pedestrians. 

S c a I e - massing of surrounding buildings. 

0 r i e n t a t i o n - sun, wind, shadow, 

views, vistas 

I n t e r l o c k i n g  s p a c e - t h e  

relationship of buildings to each other and the 

spaces formed between them 

S e n s e  o f  C o r n m u n i t y -  

creating a positive spirit and feeling in the places 

people live togeher 



D o w n t o w n  

s t r e e t  g r i d  

The street grid is an important organization system 

for East Village and the rest of downtown tc the 

west. Presentiy, 8th Avenue SE is terminated in a cul 

de soc on the east side of the LRT tracks. This 

historically significant pedestrian pathway must be 
reestablished to connect East Village to Calgary's 
downtown core. 

M o v e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  

Currently, there ore several movement potierns 

operating in East Village. Vehicular traffic is the 

most significant in terms of numbers, while [he LRT 

tr~cks and trains cutting through the site are the 

most troublesome. Pedestrian movement is ssverely 

restricted, forcing people to wclk oround the site 

either to the north or south. Pedestrian movement 

through the site is strongly n d e d .  
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I n t e r l o c k i n g  s p a c e  

The lock of buildings on the site allows for the 

det~elopment of a scheme that demonstrates the 

careful placement of buildings to crsote 'oufdoor 

rooms'. Building plocement and elements, as well 
as articulared facades can be utilized to crate 

useful, interesting and enioyable outdoor spaces of 

dif7erent size ond feiing. 

S e n s e  o f  

c o m m u n i t y  

With so few buildings, residsnts and visitors. East 

hlloc~e lacks a strong and positive sense of cornmu- 

nity. With a mix& use design for the site that 

brings in amenities, work ploces and dwellings 

together the community will k able to aitroct a 

wid2 rang? of people to live, W O ~ K  ond visit the 

c r s .  This in turn may fcrm thr basis of creating on 

intsresting. safs and convenilnt place that sncour- 

ages and supports sociol interodion. 



D e s i g n  s o l u t i o n  

T h e  
M u n i c i p a l  
B u i l d i n g  

As easy as it is to s s e  rhe t'vlunicipol Building as the 

enemy to Eclst Villagr, as it so harshly disregards its 

existence. it is much more useiul at this point to find 

its more positive gsstures. For instance. rather than 

;iswing thr East facade as an unyielding wall it is 

o backdrop - a neutral background and a part of 

the sky. The buildings and space to be placed in 

front then became like props thot people could 

movs through and among as they act out the doily 

dramo of their lives. Rother than minimizing the role 

of architecture, seeing it in a similar light to stoge 

props recognizes is nrcessary role in requiring 

p p f a  to activate and interad with it, while 

irrvolving the audience by woy of spatial and 

aesthetic expriences and apprecia tion. 

While some communities are bounded by a soft 

edge, creating difficulty in understanding where the 

ccrnrnunity b i n s  and 2nd~.  the Municipal Building 

is o strong cnd rxognizabla boundarj to East 

?iiliagr. This t vp  of drfinition provides a shard 

undsrstanding of territoriality and r~sponsibilit~. But 

k a u s s  h i s  building has taken a confrontational 
stone towards the east, the buildings do not rsturn 



this chaifenge and insreod turn to the side and look 

th3 other l~iay. ilqore appropriately for the proiect 

and the primary role of 8th Avenue SE, the 

buildings along 3rd Street SE are oriented toward 

ths north or south rather than to the west. The 

buildings along 8rh Avlnue SE on its north and 

south edge face onto it and each other. This allows 

people to lnter into these buildings and the shops 

and officss on their ground floors from the elevated 

pdestrian piazo. 

In response to tha dramatic difference in scale from 

the FAunicipaI Building to the existing low scaie 

buildings in East ilillage, the height of the buildings 

on the ae5t side are of a similar height 120 meters) 

to the stone clad arcade base of the Municipcl 

Suilding. While on the east side, the heights will t~ 
similar to buildin~s like the St. Louis and Hillier 

Block (9 meters). In a sense, the buildings terrace in 

ordsr to b red  up the height difference from a s t  to 

west. 
- -- 



T h e  
D o w n t o w n  
G r i d  

One of the first responses to the grid xas to bring 

8th Avenue SE around south to 9th Avenue SE. 
creating i.rhat would most likely bs 3A Strest SE. 

This servss to remove the existing cui de sac ond to 

improve occessibitity and increase v~hicular traffic 

into and through the centrol port of East Village. 

For pedsstrions. the continuation of this street up 

and over the LRT tracks reconnects the east and 

west sides of the site. People can once again walk 

through the site allo~ving this transition space to 

uniiy rother than divide the urbon landscape. 

Rsconnecting 8th Avenue SE also creates on almost 

unobstructed urbon pathway from downtown to Fort 

Calgary. People can walk along Stephen Avenue - 
a pedestrian moll clossd to cars during the day. 
lined ~ v i h  shops. offices, galleries. restaurants and 

cafss, in older refurbished brick and sandstone 

buildings, through the Arts district, past Olympic 

Plaza, along the 'intsrior s t r ~ t '  of the W~unicipoi 

Guilding. ovsr the site. through East \ i i i ic~e ond 

discovtries :vhile linking significant places. spaces 

and ?vents. 



!n her article Paths: The Nature of Linear Public 

Space, Lisa !?. Findley writes 

"Paths provide an opportunity in our destination - 
oriented world to engage our bodies and minds 

in the space between - both the space between 

origin and destination ond the space between 

the edges of the path itselfm.' 

In building over the rrain and reconn~ting 8th 

.q.:enut SE the p r o i e  sssen~iollv kcrnes a 

bridgs, b t h  ph~~ ic011~~ and sy~mbolically. Not only 

must therz be a actual psd2s:rion bridge 

connectins th3 ~ l s v o t d  plaza ~f the proisct oier 

3rd 5trt;rt SE to the r~tunic ip l  Building and 

beyond, but the project itself links the downtown 

and East \!illage in pxpfes minds. East Village will 

be apart of ths downtown Pwple .*vili be able to 

move cosily in and out of the neighborhood. with 

bridge as a recognizable and experiential gatewoy 

from one side to the other- 

Ths orc of the tracks through the site strongly 

influmces the design solution merely k o u s e  of its 

presence. Rather than encapsulating it, to 

somehow hide and ignore is sxistencs, its shape 

has b s n  reflecttd or traced in the massing and 

built form to in a sznse x h o  its snt.rgy and 

mov2msn: in th3 dssign. Ths pedestrian circulation 

p a t h ~ ~ a ~ s  and tht buildin9 form follo*~ the arc. to 



create a subtle senss of the mo~ernent cf the train 

belov~. As a rlsult. the existsnce of the LRT can bs  
~xperisnced from within and above the site. 

Building the proiect over the ST tracks. creatsd a 

new ground plain roughly six meters above grade 

for the length of the site. The reinforced concrete 

structure forms a base for the buildings above. 

~vhile providing sheiter for the parked cars below. 

Following the strests and alley ways of fast \fiflage 

ond the lots adiocent to the site, the buildings have 

been massed into four separate, yet connscted and 

interdependent blocks. Two on the north side of 8th 

Avenue Sf and two on the south side. In this way. 

the two dimensional grid that exists at street level 

three dirnensicnol and spatial within the site. People 

con move across the site. as well os around and 

through the buifdings. 



Sccioll.. ths rssidents \.-..ill k part of one block - a 

smallsr comrnunitv mithin the lorgsr ~vhole. rothlr 

than li%.ing in one large proisct with hundrds of 

d,vrllings and anonymous faces. This is intsndd !o 

crtats a good placs to live within a rnort intimat&; 

scald tn:~ironmtnt h s d  on face rxogniiion. 

Safety ma:, thersfore be incrxssd with a sense of 

belonging and responsibilib fslt bIi the residents. 

T h t  spacls on the new ele\/atd ground plain and 

rjirsctbi o\.sr the train. mill be rsstrictd to more 

public USE,. for practical and metaphorical rxzsons. 

These FF<IC~S are the social and active areas of the 

proiscr .\ ith people coming and going thr~ughout 

:ht do; and little if any use during the ~vening. 

.':lith the track mcving through the csntre of the 

pr3jtct this space s-ms mort appropriate to 

~crnrnerci~1,I use rather than r~sidentiol Stringing ths 

sacial spacss snd buildings aleno the Itfigth of thz 

train t r~c jc~  .crstes a functicnal rh\,.thrn thar both 

residsnts and aiisirors of this arsa can rmd and 

understand. Concrett columns align bath sidss of 

thz fr~cks along thsir length to support the main 

cancrete f l m r  and to set up a consistent rhythm. 

As i ~e l l .  t h q  change in use above the Roor, from 

structural posts to railing and lighting supports. 

Architectur~ll\~ a diffwent style than the r2sidentiol 

buildings around them is Iq i t im izd  and provides 

ati~thar lajer of 5xprls5ion. 

Funcrionolly, this brsuk down of the organizational 

s:ructure providss direct access onto and into the 

sit2 for by service vehicles and c ~ w s  for such 

acti~~ities as garbage collection loading. and 

s2ruics coils. .4s well. it is possibll that the proiect 

could be built in four phases over time as resources 

k o m s  ovailablt and public kno~vledge and 

intlrlst incr%ss;* 



I n t e r l o c k i n g  
s p a c e s  

This dss i~n of a collxtion of hq./ei~s c~refull.~ 

cornposd buildings is also intend4 to 

demonstrott how the rciationship o i  thess buildings 

to each other their immediate context can b q i n  to 

fill in the pisc~s of a ciPY block tc crate mecningfui 

spacss for  pie to inhabit. The availability of so 

manv vacant lots in East \/illage provides the 

opportunity to build c dense human scaled, truly 

urban community with o squsnce of spaces and 

activitiss, not found onywherl elss in Calgary. 

"The soul OF h e  city is mirrored not only in the 

character of its buildings, but even more decisive 

is the relationship of these buildings to each other 

and, most importantly OF all, the spaces created 

between them."' 

The idso thot outdoor spaces ars volumes rathlr 

than artas is impcrtant to understand the 

rziationship b t b ~ o 3 n  urban form and space. 

Placzment of the vsrtical elernsnts of 3 building 

should bt  cf3idt.J b.? ncrt iust h~.-,' i t  fcrms srid 

scuipts the intsrior spce. brjt also hob.: i t  dcxs this - 
,.-;i;h r h t  e.ytsrior spcc2. I he txterior  ail: :.iih all of 



their tsxturts. extrusions and recessss, con be used 

to iorm the interior ,.,valls of the space with the ever 

changing quality of the sky, as a ceiling. In doing 

so thlse outdoor rooms' as urban public spaces 

can provids a similar richness of expsrience as 

those inside. Clare Cooper r"v"tarcus .&ritzs. 

" Postoccu poncy research indicates h a t  the 

success of clustered housing depends more on 

how the spaces between the buildings are 

handled than on interior de~ ign . "~  

The careful positioning of the walls can create many 

r i p s  of thess outdoor rooms displaying o range of 

qualities - comprsssiv~ - expansive, light - dark, and 

peaceful - cctivs. These S ~ C ~ S  get their valuzd 

isding cf intimaq and comfort through their 

anclosad ihoractsr. maintainin9 easy access and 

circuiation , :'isi,?.,s and vistas. 

. . .  thin rhe prciect thtr? a r l  a .criety of outdocr 

sv'cces .L ith man:, olorlg or adioisnt to the main 

rirculc:icr; pih..\oli that sxtsnds from one sfid of 

:ire : the aiher cllong its Isngth. Tkle opportunit-.; to 

c rs t ts  such spocss ~ s u l t d  from the large size of 

th+ site, allowing for a design d o collection of 

buildings. 'Rithir. them hers ore thr* types of 

urban spcss - plazas. courtyards and roof top 

terraces. 

P l a z a s  T ~ E  hard surfcce piazo spaces 

ars centrally locotsd with the main one elevated 

over tha tracks along 8th Avenue SE. with o smaller 

one at ths bottom of the? stairs adjacent to the lower 

portion of the community center. It is intendd that 

both will b f i l ld  with sating, landscaping, 

sculptures and water fwtures to creots more 

intimate o r s s  for siiting , reoding, talking and 



C o u r t y a r d s  Two main courtyard 

spaces hove b n  designed within the proiect. 

snclosed bvithin the buildings that surround them. 

S n s  sits in the northern ssction between Blocks 1 

and 2 sho..vn in the top photo. Tha other is locoted 

s+.ernl r w f  top terraces throughout the proixt for 

t h s  rssidsnts. iMost of them ore elevatd several 

jrories and surroundd by aprtmsnt units pro\,iding 

both shdfar and privacy: It is intlnded that they 6,viIl 

bs cosual place:. for mseting dzt2rmind and 

prsar,aliz+d b? tht rssidents .x ith furniturz, pionts. 

. : fu . ' . 35  ,. gfid ~ri>.ac, . sun screns. 



U r b a n  r e d e v e l o p m e n t  

Becausz East Village has been 1211 untouched for so 

man); years. its rsdeveioprnent must now be 
stratqic. rather than hophazard. To balance the 

social economic and political forces that are at 

work. many factors must be considered and 

corsfuily weighed. For instance, the first project 

ptanntd for the area will b2 the first in a long time 

and will set the tone for those to follow merely by its 

presence. The location and program of this proiect 

will e f f ~  not only the site and its immediate 

context. but also the r2st of East Village. 

The nsore obvious oreo to begin construction in East 

Village is v~ithin the Northgost Cuorter, along 5th 
Avenue SE and the Bow River. the current site of the 

Simmons VVarehouse. This is tha most desirable 

land for rssidential construdion, as it is surr~undtd 

by a natuta! landscape and pedestrian pthwoys 

along the river bank, and furthest away from th2 

most rundown areas to the southwest. ~ l ~ i u m  to 

high priced units would be relatively zasy to sell or 

rant to downtown office workers and the profit 

v i~uld be considerabfe. Hows\/ei. development of 



this aria earl.! on in the redeveiopmenr process The sites odd intzrnol shape and ths ownership by 

may b detrimental to the rest o i  the area. Building Th? City of Calgary. mokzs i t  an area that is 

on the best land first will offer little incentive for economically feasible to develop. Although the 

ccntinued construction throughout the rest of East cost of the rsinforcsd concrete structure and 

'..illage. The housing ond its residents along the isolction from the noise and vibrotion of the train 

river con easily turn their backs to the rest of the will be considerable. it may be bolancsd by a 

arsa behind it in favor of the view to the north. lease or purchase agreement with the city [since 

the protect is using the air space above the site] 

The western d g t  of East Village - the more and the ability to place a mixed - use prolea on 

undesirable and rundown section, seems to be the 

mors appropricte chorcs for tho first p r o i ~ t .  

Crsating a positive sense of place where one does 

not exist, with well design4 buildings and 

meaningful spaces for people to gothsr. will onlv mh 
serve to increase the attractiveness and v e o , 
rest of East \/illage, including the river 



The site is one of thost western sites. and arguabl\+ 

one of the worst in East Vi!!s,-e. This south \r.est 

corner of East \fillage is the proposed locotion for a 

neighborhood shopping precinct. Low scale. street 

orient4 buildings wifl be encouraged and 

rssidential spocss above ground level shops and 

ofiices will be allowed. Prefsrable but oftsn not 

allowed this mixed - use zoning opens up a range 

of design opportunitie~ and pcssibilities for this 

arm of East \!illage. 

The hen J i i s  of mixing residential. commercial and 

recrwtional usss are well known with the insistence 

of urbonist Jone jacobs. that a mix of land uses is 

.,\/hat evsry city ond downtown neighborhood 

needs and what urban living is all about. Creating 

F~ICIS for pople to live, work and shop within a 

small gsgraphic or- is kn~v:n to promote 

di..lersity and vitality. With diffzrent types of psopil 

on r h s  s t r s t s  at different timts in the day they 

k c o m ?  intsrssting and activs plats to be. Since 

w p l e  attract people, this only increases or 

intsnsifies ths urban experience- Scfety. or at least 

:hc perception of it. is incrmstd bas& on the idea 

of ?lies on ths stret . There ars otso economic 

advantages to mixd-use projects in the downtown 

that East \/illage could benefit from. 

"Since there is an inherent discrepancy between 

investment returns on commercial developments 

and those on housing projects, a combined use 

would not only enable a fair distribution of 

development opportunities, but also make 

housing construction feasible where otherwise 

the land cost for the housing sector could be 
absorbed in mixed-use proiects by non-residential 

components. 

Btcause the orso of East Village is a riskv place to 

build right now d~veloprs and builders may bz 
mor2 rxsptive to invest in a mixed - use urban 

proiect as it  can help tc minirniz? their risk. 



From its inception East \fillage was a mixed - use 

community with houses shops, officss. hotpls. 

,,vorehouses and even a movie theatre. Although it  

is unlikslv or even desirable to recreate this mix 

throughout the community, on integration of uses on 

and around the site seems appropriate and timely. 

Initiating the redevelopment with this intsgration of 

uses would provide new housing for peopll who 

n e d  i i  provide convenient shops and services for 

tho existing and new residents, and create a much 

n d  focvs and gathering place For the community. 

In regards to servicw and amenities this project is 

directed at several groups who would use them at 

diffsrent times. During the week. this proiect seeks 

to bs a place f r ~ r  nearbv downtown workers and 

disiiors who mav come to eat or run errands during 

their lunch hour or after work. With the Municipal 

6uildirig right next to the site, it is likely that many 

.*.orblrs from this building will come to visit due to 

its con\.enience. Cn the \.veekends. iust as 

Calgarians visit other inner city neighborhoods. 

such as Kensington or lnglewood to stroll. shop and 

visit the ccffze shops and restaurants. East \/illage 

con be a place offering these activities as well. By 

rxonnecting 8th Avenue SE, this urban path\noy 

can lead pople along St2phen Avenue Mall and 

through to East :/illage. By crwting on exciting and 

diverse urban environment p p l e  other than thcse 

w h ~  live 3r work there may wish to visit. 

With the Arts and Government districts so close to 

East !Jilloge it seems likely that businesses relotsd to 

these industries or those who would like to be 
centrally locatd, would be attracted to this arm. 

With them. service business catering to downtown 

w~rkers. such as dry cleaning or newspaper shops 

may wish to locats here. 

As such, several types of commercial space have 

h e n  cr-ttd in the proiai for a range of r2rail. 

service. office and restaurant opsrctions. E x i ~ p t  for 

o few piaces the commercial spoce is confined to 

the first level abov? the parking structure. 



S h o p s  O f f i c e s  

FZstoil s p c ~  in the proisct is concentrated within the 

bottom Noor of the buildings fronting the elevated 

8th Avenue SE plaza, the main pedestrian corridor 

through the site. and along the newly created street 

of 3 1  S t r e f  SE running south to 9th Avenue SE. 

Posi ble rltail esta blishments might include: book/' 

newspaper. art supplies, clothing, bakery, stotion- 

cry fiowers and gifts and the lib. The spaces vary 

in size cnd configuration, as thsy ow expecied to 

be adapted and transformed to suit the needs of the 

tsnant. 

S e r v i c e s  

A rang? of services are 5xpected to & needed by 

:he sxisting residents of East Village and those to 

czme. B ~ a u s e  services are lass depndent on 

t:isibili~, to onroa pedestrians these spaces are 

clos? to but not along, the main circu!otion paths. 

Pzssible service estabiishments include: hair design. 

d:). cleaning photocoping, denrist/doctor's off icz, 

Ia.v~,er and so forth. 

A variety of spacas havl been provided particularly 
appropriate in size and location for small officss. 

They are located throughout the p r o l a  in several 

buildings. but concentrated in the corner of 3rd 

Street and 7th Avenue SE. i h i s  areo of the site 

seems to be suited to this use k c u s e  of its high 

use and visibility and close proximity to the LRT and 

surrounding office buildings. Similar to retail and 

sarvice. the office spaces have been left as large 

open spaces. to be reconfigured by the occupants. 



Restaurants a n d  c a f e s  

Eating establishments arz intended to be vafuable 

spaces in this proiect providing places for residents 

and visitors to eat, gather and mingle. Although the 

proiect is expected to have ssverai restaurants and 

cafes, only a fsw spaces have speciiically design4 

ro do so. First. a restaurant hos been plan for Block 

1 , the most northerly, at the corner of 3rd Street cnd 

7th Avenue SE. It is located directly above the IRT 

track bvith o curved form and two facades corn 

pletely glazed. It is intended to be a recogniz- 

able form that provides the patrons seated inside t a 

view of the oncoming southbound trains as they run 

underneath the floor. 

Two cafes have been plannsd for :he community 

center located in Block 2. The first is at the front of 

the building with an outdoor patio looking out onto 

the elevoted plaza allowing patrons to watch the 

passing pedestrian traffic. Internally, the cafe has a 

high ceiling with a loft space covering a portion of 

t. A counter would service co f fe  and menu items 

such as sandwiches, soups and salads. 

Tht sscond sits at the back of the ground level 

plaza in the lower portion of the community center. 

Similar to the cafe above, this one looks out onto a 

more intimate plaza providing places for people to 

sit and eat or drink along Ieges and under trees. 

The cafe sits under an identifiable sloped roof with 

glazed walls. 



T h e  r e s o u r c e  c e n t e r  

Ths rssource canter is o social ser7rico plats For the 

;xisting and new rcsidents of East \lilloge, as ~ e l I  

as visiiors to the community. Its function is relatively 

undstarmined so as to accommodais a range of 

usss and organizations. whether private or volun- 

tary. It i s  intendsd to bs a place where people can 

come for information and assistance in areas 

inc!uding mdical, employment. and general 

counselling - such as for drug or alcohol addiction. 

As well. conrinud education may be encouraged 

bv off9ring instruction on o ~roriety of topics. 

Programmatically. ths raourcc center is distinct vet 

connect& to the retail/office/residentiol building 

bsside it. The main entrance is on the south sids of 

th3 devoted 8th Avenue SE ploza, directly across 

from the community enter, creating a well defined 

public space &tween them. The exoct use of the of 

th3 space has not been determined, as this is 

expscted to be done based on n d  and intsrest of 

siarious public and private organizations and the 

r2sidents. Ho,-~ever, in this design. several spaces 

habe bsfn includd h s d  on the program in- 

tendd, and include a front recepc 113n or 



information arm semi-privatc offices belcw, several 

rnseting rooms upstairs and a casual loft spocs 

looking over the front reception arm. 

As this building sits directly over the arc of the lRT 
tracks, the architectural form of the resource cenier 

follows its curve. The structure and roof plain are 

intended to be of lightsr construction materials such 

os s t e l ,  cables and glass. so as to imply a sense 

of energy and openness to the form and space. 

The walls of the front portion of the centsr ore 

glazed oilowing p p l e  to see in and out. In ths 

waling the glow of the lights. next to the darkness 

of the surrounding space, will illuminate the re- 

source centsr making it a foal point and and 

easily seen dsstinotion. The inside is opened up 

with single and double volume spaces and views 

From one level to another. 



h e  c o m m u n i t y  c e n t e r  

A; the commercial disirict for East '.'illage, the 

proiect and the sites around. it will most likelv 

become the focus of the rdeve/oped community. 

To encourage public gathering and a positive sense 

of cornmunib+ among the residents. a community 

center or meting place has been designed for a 

prominent location on the site. Si9ing at the corner 

of 8th Avenue SE and the new stret linked to 9tn 

Avenue SE, this building is visiable and entered 

from several directions and le\/els. It was conceived 

as a multiSunctionol building for people to casually 

spend time, get a cup of coff*, people watch and 

m e t  with friends. 

A caf? with indoor and outdoor seating sits within 

the space a the front or south side of the building. 

along the elevatd 8th Avenus SE plozo. Spoces 

have been designed within the center with a 

variety of sizes and orientation. Thdr programmatic 

function is e:<p~ted to be decided in the with tho 

future occupation of the business organizations or 

community groups that rsnt or Imse the spaces for 

short or long t ,  arm us?. 



Tht archit~tural design of the community center is 

similar to thot of the resource center as it is also 

ps i t iond over the arc of the LRT tracks ond is 

constructed of tighter construction materials. fhe 
steel and glass also serve to set up an interesting 

contros: with the heaviness of the concrete 

substiu~tur~. The curved form and g lazd walls of 

the csnter. wrapping oround the support columns 

that mimic the pathway of the tracks, seek to 

emphasize he public naturs of the spaces next to 

the more private nature of the housing thot stand 

b h i n d  and beside it. The community center seems 

to itow down over the elevated concrete floor us it 

terraces down to ground level, opening up with o 

hard surfocd landscaped plaza below. With 

multiple levels set off each ohsr and the use of roof 

top terraces. people are able to see and hear each 

other from one level to the nej<t. 



E a s t  V i l l a g e  a s  a n  A r t s  D i s t r i c t  

East \!illage is situated v~ell to txcome o continu- 

ation or a second Arts District for downtown 

Calgary. Cultural Buildings lie dirxtly wast of East 

Village csnterd around 8th Avenue SE. Crsating 

spocss for ths arts - in all mediums. wouid add to 

!he others. such as the Triangle Gallery the 

Glenbow ~i~useum. the Calgary Performing Arts 

Center and many 0 t h ~ ~  golleries and shops along 

Stephen Avenue Moll, 

Transforming East '/illage into a cultural area would 

give local ortists a plocs to learn. work and display 

their products, crsate a charactsr for the area and 

ottroct other Calgarians and tourists to ttie 

community. East Village seems to a natural choice 

with the King Edward Hotel, a well known blues 

club and the cornmunit;; of inglewood - an a rm 

concentrared with antique and furniture shops just 

ovsr the Elbow River to the east. 

Colgarj lacks a strong Arts District in ttie do.s,nrown 

cors which is probably a rjmptorn of space and 

finoncia1 constroints than desirt or n d .  A centrally 

tocot4 Culturci neighborhmc! ssems to te n d d  



in downtown Calgary to attract Calgarians and 

trisitors during non - business hours. As well. 

Calgarians would be exposed to the various 

expressions oi art. East Villoge could also providz 

indoor and outdoor venue space for the cnnual 

fsstivals Calgary holds including the Jazz Festival. 

Folk Festival. Children's Festival and Art Vdeek- 

It is assumed that Cultural buildings similar to those 

in spirit to those in the revitalized community of 

Temple Bar in Dublin, will be built through out East 

'dillage, but concentrated in this core area. Within 

the design several creas have b e n  programmed 

with this in mind- At the north end of the site - Block 

1 . has been ddicated to artist endemours. A 

workshop with a gallor), space has h e n  placed on 

the ground floor facing north and s s t  respectively- 

Large wind~ws olloi.ring for pedestrians or people 

waiting across the street at ths tRT station to s s e  

inside the workshop. Offics dedicated to artist 

organizations and liveiwork studios make up the 

rsst of the spaces in the block. 





Th3 proiect for East 'Jillage is oriented towards the 

mort adventurous sqrnents of the people who 

would like to or need to live there. Pmple with a 

pioneering spirit [bohemian types] will bt needed 

ro help initiate the redevelopment process and keep 

it going as the process gains momentum. Once this 

occurs they will help to give life and character to 

the area with their more 'urban lifsstyle'. Participa- 

tion in th3 community, both active and passive, will 

hopefully secure its future growth. 

Within the four blocks of the project, several types 

of iiving spaces were designed to acccmmodate a 

range of lifestyle choices, including - maisoneass, 

iive/work studios. I M r w m  suitss, and studio or 

bachelor suites. best suited to single people or 

couples. Flexibility of living style and price are the 

ksv determinants of sizs, layout, and location within 

the proia.  A range of unit size have been de- 
sign4 to promote a range of rsntal rates. Position- 

ing of the  buildings and units within th- *m were 

b a s 4  on functional concerns as well as a?faining 

maximum privacy. cross ventilation, sunlight and 

~ i e ~ v  and vistas for the residents. 



M a i s o n e t t e  

Se~en maisonettes sit along ths southlrn edgs of 

Block 4 fronting 0th Avenue SE. Each unit is two 

staries high with a net floor area of 1 2 1 rn [ 1 302 
ft 1. Although the rxtangfuor shape and exterior 

c~alls are set. ths interior space con be designed 

around several diff2rent floor plans. 

The maison2ttes are the largest units in the project 

and somewhat rernovd from the main commerical 

c r a  centered around the etavotsd plaza. It would 

most likely b suited to young professionals either 

single or couples. single parents, or older people 

~ h o  wish to live in the this arm. 

Entry into the uniis is gained from a linear coutryard 

on the north side of the units under a cantilevered 

floor and sitting a r 3  with a rsctangular flower pot. 

The doubls volume living a r m  and galley kitchsn sit 

at the scuth end of the unit. 

T h s  sxond  I21,el or loh s p c s  contains a reading. 

den 3r hobby arsu, bothroorn and slesping spact 

.*. ith closst in bac!.. Accsss to ths balcony. is olso 

g s i n d  from this Ie\,.eI. 



L i v e / w o r k  s t u d i o  

In sevsra! buildings. a living space has been 

piaced directly obovr a commercial space, both 

r?tai[ and office, ior peopie who wish to live close 

to wher? they work. 

The floor spacs for :he live/work studios range from 

55m [5?2 ft to 75m [807h 1, based mainly on 

an open plan with a combination of living room - 
kitchen spac;, enclosed bathroom, and sleeping 

loft. Some live/work studio floor plans have a 

sepra!~ space for work while others assumed the 

..cork spaces will be includd in the living space. 

hrS: it& i i m r  cicn Ic{: /agsi f l . r n r  =iZp 
[giCCk j l Tha liv?/'work studios within Block 1 ~rovide $aces 

for artists or othsrs who wish to work within their 

home. Within eoch thrse main spaces have been 

crated - o work spcs [adiacect to the outside 

doorj, a living space and a sla?pir;g loft above. 

In Block 3. ths opportunibj exists for o resident to 

occqa a singla unit or to rsnt a double by having - - - :he csntral dividing .\.all removed. In this way the 

.*.orC: spcs can te on o n t  sids and th3 living LIT+,S d " ; ,  - ,A-F ..I-.- -* - - - ,  L.4  
"'-,,-,i: ".. ..- - _ . :_._r c.zq 

spacs on lhs cth5r. : 3 1 - ~ ~ <  Z !  



O n e  b e d r o o m  u n i t  

On? bedroom apartment units were designed for 

Blocks 2. 3 and 4. with a variety of shapes and 

sizss ranging from 60 m [646 ft. ] to 75 m [807 
ft. 1. Although of similar size, these units are disting- 

uishable from the livaiwork studios because access 

bv the general public is not as obvious as they are 

rtmoved from the main commercial precinct. 

Within Block 2, several one bedroom units sit 

r j i r x l f Y  above shop and office space allowing 

rlsidents to live close to where they mcy work. 

Shown on the right, many are long and narrow in 

plan, rsquiring a non-typicol approclch to room and 

furniture arrangement. For instance. the sleeping 

space is not surrounded with walls. but instead sits 

&ittiin ihe larger liking space. bordered by 
columns, holf walls and possibly screns or curtains 

added bv the resident. 

TQ t5.t south, in Block 3 on the wsst side.four levels 

of cne M r o o m  units look across 3rd S t r e t  SE 
ro~7;ords t i l t  existing apartment building. The 

bdrocm in t h t s l  units is somewhat mort defind 

yst con still be seen from tht living space, depend- 3 y-- k3:=Crb ,? * ! 4 3 3 d 2 -  t!z- !E!c3ci 3; i q  on 'he height OF tht sspcrating wall. i 



B a c h e l o r  / s t u d i o  s u i t e  

Within the project, many units are very small in size 

in order to hove units with a low rental rats. The 
id- behind thesl units. that are 30 m [322 ft. ]to 

45 m 1452 ft.]), is thct some personal space is 

mse units wore bettzr than no space at all. Th, 
designed for those Calgarians who can affard to 

pay some rent and need a place of their own to live 

rather than sleeping at a shelter. Placing these units 

within a larger proiect may help to ovoid the 

common problem of siigmatization of the poor. 

The first unit. from Block 2. shcws how ongles can 

be used to make a space appear !arger by extend- 

ing the view of the resident as i h q  look across their 

unit and out through a glazed wclll onto their 

balcony and beyond. To strsngthen this feeling the 

furnitur? is  set on on angle and the kitchen flcoring 

tiles are laid in a triangular shop. 

Tht studio unit in Block 3 is more ~ ~ p i c a l  with on 

open plan, front window and balcony. In this case 

there is o combined living space with the slseping 

s p c s  p lacd  to~.vards thz west side of the unit. fns 

XIST and nest ~7:alls are perimetlr ..valls providing 

rno~~irnurn sunlight and cross ventilation. 



P a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  p e r s o n o ~ i z a f i o n  

This mixsduse proixt did not b i n  .vith a 

compltted as for as the type of services and units to 

be inclvdd. but rather the program svol\/d over 

rime, as ths sense of place k a m e  clmrer. While 

d l  of the spaces have k n  accovnt2d for and 

assigned a use in order to facilitcte design, they - 

sircilar to the physical fabric and detailing of the 

buildings would be expected to change once the 

future residenis and user groups would become 

involved. The intention of this proiect was not to 

dictate the completelv but instsad to provide and 

let the buildings transform, os they were us& and 

the needs of the people change. 

Participation is considerid to & o large po r t  of this 

prciect with input in many ways of the sxisting 

residents of the community and those who may 

which to live there. Althcugh the overall scheme 

would mcst likely r2main as designed, there would 

bt se\:eral ways individuals c~u ld  be involved 

throughout the deisgn and construction of ths 

proixt. Once the project is compkte rtsident 

particip~tion may be ccncsrned :vith ths 

mcnayern~nt and up kep  of th- = arm. 



Psrsonalimtion of the individual dwelling units 

x,outd also be encouraged within this project, both 

intsrnal ond external. Within the dwellings. the 

opportunity has been provided through the design, 

ith open floor plans. unfinished units, permeable 

building materials and so forth, for the residents to 

alter their surroundings to suite their lifestyle and 

personal needs and tastes to a certain degres. 

Exterior personalization of the dwellings is architect- 

ond component replacement. Ledges by the door 

may be pointed or hold personal items such as 

0 to rest signs or plants, as well as provide a plac, 

articles or to sit. Residents would be encouraged to 

paint window and door frames. point and personal- 

lize wall surfacss around doors, choose their own 

balcony railings and detailing, place furniture and 

flower pots on bolcon- ies, hang different colored 

awnings over the windows and so forth. 



C o n c l u s i o n  

Ths problems in East Village or? many that will 

q u i r e  much tims, money, resources and effort to 

solve. .Srguobly, this lifeless area could easily k 
leh as it is, as the end of the line for homeless men, 

hookers and the seniors. Right now. East Village 

does have a feeling about it. a feeling of a hard 

reality of being down and out - much like the 

pop le  that are attracted to it. Eost Villagc.s fate 

alrwdv seems to be settled and occepted as an old 

rundoan arsa in the downtown destined to be us& 

for pork& cars. 

But the intsntion of this proiect is :O not look the 

other way and let East Village continue as it has for 

so long. It seeks instead to create e a place to live, 

o place to Iwrn and grow, o place to give and 

share. A place diff2rent from anything else in 

Calgary and the downtown, with one of a kind 

spoces and places for people to experience, 

discover and sn j cy  their surroundings and each 

other. 4 significant place within C=rlgarys urban 

landscap. 

Further than o design solution for a particular site in 

Calgary. this proiect and every thing it proposss 

and is ultimately o challenge to everyone who can 

make a differ~nce in the provision of aifordoble 

housing. 

It is a challenge to the politicians to find woys to 

initiate and pursue the redevelopment process. 

It is a challenge to the architects, planners and 

urban designers to fill the East Villoge with mxning- 

ful places and spaces. 

It is a challenge to the developers and buildsrs to 

find the money and techniques to see it through. 

It is a challenge to the public and private commit- 

tees and organizations to speak out, demand action 

and make it hoppen. 

But porhclps most of all. i t  is a challenge to every- 

on? to core. to care that ;here are people in our city 

that nssd 'good' places to live and a setting in the 

ci?; that rids peopls to live there. 
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P r o g r a m  

N o r t h  

B l o c k  1 

Parking 
!b'\echanical Rooms 
Loading Dock 1' Storage 
Garbage Colleaion 

Bachelor Suites 
One Bdroom Units 
L i t i s  / Work Stildios 

Entrv ,) Seating 
ici~chen ,' Storags 
L"/ashre3ms 

a f i c e  s ace F L iashrooms 
Stor.=.lge 

B l o c k  2 

Farking 
hkchonical Rooms 
Loading Dock / Storage 
Gorbuge Collection 

Bachelor Suites 
One Bedroom Units 

Social Center 
Coffee Sho P Commercia space 
LVas hrooms 
Kitchen 
Plaza 

Rstail spoce 
Gffict space 
Laundromat 

Roof too tsrract 
~ourtybrd 
Hard Surface Plaza 



S o u t h  

B l o c k  3 

Parking 
~ ~ x h a n i c a l  
~ o a d i n ~  Dock i Storage 
Garbage Collection 

One Gdroom 3nits 
Bachelor suites 
LiveiLVork Studios 

Resource Center 
Entr j  Fover 
Office space 
Ai4isting Rooms 
Kitchenette 
Storage Roorn 
W/as hroorns 

Petai! S rcz -  
affics pea 

=rract Rcof top t -  
Courtyard 
Hard Sl~rfocs Plaza 

B l o c k  4 

Parking 
Mechanical 
Loading Dock 
Garbage Collection 

One Bedroom Units 
Two Bedroom Units 
Live/Wcrk Studios 
Maisonettes 

R o o f  top terrace 

Courtyard 
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