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Workshop 1: Setting yourself up for success (2 hours) 

Content Activities

Introduction to systematic reviews

Types of reviews

Question frameworks - PICO PICO activity 

Protocols

Inclusion/Exclusion criteria Include/Exclude activity

Keywords and subject headings

Seed/known papers Mining terms/subject headings activity



Workshop 2: Developing your data collection strategy (2.5 hours)

Content Activities

Searchable concepts/PICO reminder PICO/Searchable concept activity

Subject headings/keywords revisited

Database syntax

Boolean operators & Search fields

Concept block organization

Creating a search in Academic Search Complete Build a search concept activity

Testing your search Finding errors in a search activity

Saving searches/Data management



Workshop 3: Next Steps – Translating, Tracking, Reporting and Study 
Selection (2 hours)

Content Activities

Translating a search (conceptual)

Translating your search to APA PsycInfo Translate a search concept activity

Exporting your results

Deduplication

Supplementary search strategies

Screening title/abstracts Screening activity

Screening full-texts

Screening tools and PRISMA flow diagram

Reporting standards - PRISMA Assessing completeness of reporting activity



PICO activity – In class

• Printed on a handout

• Completed in small groups

• Select groups volunteered 
to share their PICO and 
research question with the 
class



PICO activity - Online

• Using Google forms

• Link to the form posted 
in the chat for students

• Completed individually

• Instructor shares the 
results as part of the 
post-activity de-brief



Inclusion/exclusion criteria activity

In class: Stand-up if you meet inclusion 
criteria / sit down if you meet exclusion 

criteria

Results: Visible based on how many are 
still standing

Online – Click Yes if you meet inclusion 
criteria / click No if you meet the 

exclusion criteria

Results: Visible based on how many ✓
or✘ there were on the participants list



Inclusion/exclusion criteria activity

Inclusion Criteria Exclusion Criteria



Mining seed papers – In class

• Printed copies of known 
article records were 
provided 

• Participants scanned 
each record and 
submitted keywords 
using Padlet

• Could be done 
individually or in pairs



Mining seed papers - Online

• List of known article titles were 
provided 

• Participants searched the titles in 
a specified database to locate 
the record

• Participants added keywords and 
subject headings directly into the 
concept table in the Google Doc

• Individual contributions into one 
group document

• The concept table was used in 
the following workshop 
(Searching/translate)



Screening activity –
In-class

• Printed handout 
containing the 
title/abstract and space 
to fill in the screening 
decision

• Completed all abstracts 
individually

• Class discussion about 
each record facilitated by 
instructors using show of 
hands and a discussion of 
the reasons



• Title/abstract provided as 
part of the presentation 
and shared on screen.

• A decision to 
include/exclude was 
submitted using Zoom 
polls.

• The result of each poll 
was shared with the class 
and a discussion about 
the results followed.

Screening activity –
Online



Which tool to use?

Tools Benefits Challenges

Zoom polling feature • Easy to create, administer, and share results
• Monitor progress/ # of submissions
• Anonymous participation
• Great for quick 1-minute interactivity/assessments
• Can be paired with on-screen information

• Multiple choice only
• Only host can create the poll

Zoom Yes/No feature • Easy to use
• Built into zoom platform
• Great for asking any Yes/No question

• Not anonymous
• Participants have to take down the 

reaction after

Google Forms • Easy to create
• Multiple question types possible
• No limits on the number of questions
• Possible to monitor progress/ # of submissions

• On a different platform/requires 
students to navigate away from zoom

Google Docs • Easy to create
• No limit on number of contributors 
• No account required for participants
• Completed document can be downloaded/re-used
• May be a familiar platform for students

• On a different platform/requires 
students to navigate away from zoom

• Uses significant bandwidth
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