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This thesis examines ethnic assimilation and integration by incorporating the concept 

of ~thnic-co~e~tedne~s. Conventional definitions of "ethniuty" tend to be midimensional 

focusing p M I y  on national identity or linguistic groups. Such detinitions, however, 

cannot address within group differences in assimilation and integration as they treat the 

"ethnic group" as one homogeneous group. This research employs a multidimensional 

definition of erhnicity, one which incorporates ethno-religious grouping and categories, in 

order to better capture the complexities aswchted with assimilation and integration. 

Specifiully, this thesis looks at how ditferent levels of ethnic-connectedness dTea assimilation 

and integration. Furthermore, gender was introduced into the analysis to investigate a 

potential gendered process of assimilation and integration. Using the 1991 Census of 

Canada, multiple regression interaction models were analyzed to ascenain the importance, 

and iduence, of ethno-religious cladicaaons and gender, in understanding assimilation and 

integration The results indicate that ethnic groups are not homogeneous, but rather, that 

their success in assimilating and integrating into Canadian culture is dilferentially influenced 

by their ethnicconnectedness. Furthermore, the results indicate that women and men do not 

share a uniform experience. 
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The origins of Canada can be traced to the occupation and colonization of Nonh 

America by two charter groups, the French and the British. Thus, Canada has. ideologically 

at least, been a bi-cultural society. However, the balance of power between the two cultures 

has not always been an equal one, and during the latter half of the 1 8h century. poi i t id 

dominance and control shifted out of the hands of the French to chose of British origin 

(Iialbach and Richard, 199 1a:29). Furthermore. by "the time of Confederation. one 

hundred years later, the British were demographically dominant as well. comprising two- 

thirds of the population in contrast to just under one-third For those of French origin (hid.)." 

Although political control continued to increase in the hands of the British. both chaner 

groups iduenced the established and created social the structure seen in Canada today. 

However, in addition to the two charter groups, other immigrant groups, such as the 

Germans, Dutch. Scandinavians, and L'krainians dso settied early in Canada's hisrory and 

were eventually "primarily responsible tbr the significant decline in the proportion of British 

origin" (Ibid.). These immigrants and others, all contributed to the cmtion of a "Canadian" 

society. 

Nonetheless. and despite the ideological equality and the contribution immigrants 

made to the development ofCanada these groups never attained social equality or economic 

parity. The purpose ofthis research is to examine the SOCioeconMic integration of dected 

immigrant groups, at the dme of the 199 1 C e n q  and to show that ethnic inequalities in 

terms of income persist today. 



Canada's immigration policy, and the composition of the immigrant streams, has 

changed over time. Canada has not always had the liberal immigration policy that it has 

today, nor did it always have laws and legislation to ensure equal treatment and o p p o d t y  

for ail (Reitz, 1980; Kalbach, 2000). The evolution of Canada's immigration policy from 

assimilationist to multicultural will be examined in further detail in following section. 

However, it can be mentioned here that early, or assimilationist, policy Favoured those 

immigrants of Engiish ancestry, and to a lesser extent those of French ancestry. 

Funhermore, it also encouraged the immigration of those most likely to assimilate easily 

(Reitz, 19805). Kalbach and Richard (1 99 1x30) refer to the British charter group stating 

that historicalIy: 

They have consistently sought to encourage the immigration of those 

most like themsefves, who are by definition, most aaimilabie. While 

the French Canadians have depended on their fertility to maintain 

their relative position in Canadian society, British Canada has had to 

rely on a continuing now of immigrants who could be easily 

assimilated into the British dominated d, economic and politid 

system. 

It is apparent that there were d i h c t  advantages to being of French, or English ancestry, 

particuhriy the latter. Such individuals were accepted and prdeged p a r t i a y  in 

economic and political arenas. 

While non-charter group immigrant men, i-e. men who were not either of- 



or F w c h  ancestry, were certainly disadvantaged, women, whether from a charter group 

or otherwise, weredoubly disadvantaged as they were not ody immigrants but also women. 

Women were restricted by their ethnicity and sex. Funhermore, as immigrants, many 

families were poor, survivingsoldy on the earnings of an immigrant male was ofien dilficut. 

Consequently, women's paid labour and/or their assistance to heir husband's labour was 

an essential component to survival. Although single women did immigrate to Canada, they 

ofim came seeking a husband, although some did enter Canada as either maids, servants, 

or nuns e n t i c e  et d., 1988:45) The first of unmarried immigrant women to arrive in 

Canada entered New France in the 1600s. These women came for a variety of different 

reasons, either to be xrvants, nuns, or, most frequently, to marry French males. For 

-pie, 

Talon specified that the women destined for Canada should be in no 

way "disgraced by nature" or have anything "repulsive about their 

exterior persons." He also demanded that "they should be healthy 

and strong for country work, or at least that they have some 

indination to work with their hands (Rentice et ai., 1988:45). 

These women came from a variety of backgrounds, many of which, for some reason or 

another (most commonly they were mothers to illegitimate childm, or were themsefves 

orphans or abandoned children) could not marry in France (Ibid.). Regardless oftheir initial 

mamas lor immigrating to Canada, either married or single thev women were expected to 

work and to aid in the support of the f d y  and d group (Ibid.). 
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Since women's immigration history and the role they played is different than that of 

men's, it should be no surprise that the socioeconomic integration of women should be 

studied apart from that of men's. Consequently, the factors that are important for the 

successful sodoeconomic integration of men may not be of the same imponance for the 

successfid sodoeconomic integration of wornem in Cmdian society. 

Five hundred years later Canada is still a cultural mosaic and continues to struggle 

with the inequalities present between men and women and between ethnic groups and 

charter groups. Linfommately, past and present research has discovered that there has been 

and that there still cdsu economic and social inequality between men and women. 

In summary, then, this thesis ewmines the asJimilation and integration of ethnic 

groups (OLd European immigrant group, New European immigrant groups, AsiadArabic 

groups, BladdCiuibbean/CenaaI and South American groups, and the French) into 

Canada In pam*cular, attention will be paid to the similarities and differences between ethnic 

men and women in term of thdr integration into the Canadian socioeconomic structure. 

This thesis will examine a possible gendered process in asshiladon and integration . In so 

doing, it examines the effects and imponant that spedfic factors, such as age, educational 

attainment, religious f i t i o n ,  and place of b i d ,  have on the SOCioeconomic integration 

of foreign-born and native-born women and men in Canadian society. 

In addition, it e e s  differentials in linguistic M a t i o n  and socioemaomic 

status attainment for selected eho-religious cultural and generational groups of old and 

new, i.e., pre- and post- Worid War 11, ethnic minorides in Canada at rhe time of the 1991 

Census. In addition, variations in h e c  assimilation and status attainment are examined 

for the native born (second-generation pius) and the foreign born (iirst generation) by age at 



. * 
immigration for the cuItmd subgroups of the Bridsh, German, Ukr;uruaw, Portuguese, 

Arabs, South Aniaas, Chinese and Other Eastern and South East Asians. As mentioned, 

particular attention wiU be paid to the influence of gender on the processes of assimilation 

and integration. 

In this thesis, Chapter Two will consist of a literature review as we11 as a look at 

theoretical concerns and theories of assimilation Chapter Three will introduce the dam, the 

variables used in the analysis, the method of andysis, and other methodological concerns. 

Chapter Four will present the analysis and findings while Chapter Five will offer a discussion 

ofthe results and a condusion. 



42&mmum 
kL' OVEX\TEW OF THEORY A i i i  RESEARCH 

Social scientists have investigated the relationship between ethno-religious identity 

and sodoeconomic attainment of ethnic groups in Canada (ECalbach and Wbach, 1995a, 

1995b Wbacfi and Richard,l99la, 199 1 b, 1990a, 1990b, 1985% 1985b, 1980; Boyd; 

1992). The purpose of this chapter is to present an overview oio this research as well as a 

review of other relevant assimiiation literature. 

Ethnic or cdturd background has an innuencc on the social roles of men and women 

in society. Depending upon where individuals are born and reared, di&ring pattern of 

s~~al izadon occur. Every society has its own norms, beliefs, s o c i a l  sanctions, and ideologies 

which are entrenched within the members of that particular society. As such, each 

generation, to one extent or anothu, inherits the ideas, ideals, and belief of its predecessors. 

All these s& and cultural beliefs are bound within "society." Each society, and h e  

members therein, differ from other societies to some extent or mother. Thus. it would follocv 

that people from different cultures would also be different from one another? as they have 

come from different backgrounds, and would therdore have to adapt, to varying degrees, 

when they come into contact with one another. For immigrants, the levd of adaptation is 

much greater than for non-im,z@rants. The host culture is pervasive in everyday He, 

bombarding immigrants with a myriad of required and potential adaptations. For some, 

adaptation and integration into a new culture comes quid? and d y ,  for others it may 

become a LiCe long challenge, or an impossibility. 
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Certainly, there is a degree to which individuals on and will assimilate into a new 

cuinur. Those immigrating from countries that are most similar, politically, economidy, 

linguistically, and socially, to the host councry/society will fmd integration to be more 

effortless and uncomplicated (Wanner, 1999). So it could be hypothesized that assimilation 

is affected by: I)  the degree of similarity beween the host culture and the original culture, 

and 2) the length of time an immigrant has been residing in a new land. For instance, an 

individual who has grown up in the United States and then comes to Canada as an 

immigrant would have an easier time assimilating than someone coming from india, as 

Canadian culture is more similar to American culture in terms of limp;uage, religion, 

education system, norms, and gender issues, than is Indian culture. 

Since its inception Canada has accepted different cultures and traditions. However, 

it has only been in h e  past quarter century that ir has oficialIy d i e d  itself a muiticuitunt 

society. Under such a policy, ethnic groups have retained their erhnic d t u r d  integrity. 

However, the congruence between policy and practice may not be so stighttonvard. 

Revious research has shown (Kdbach and Richard, 199 I q L 99 I b: 1 990a; 1990b; 

1985a; 1985b; 1980; Wbach and Wbach 1995a, 1995b: Jiobu, 1988; Wanner, 1999: 

Weinfeld, 1994) that many ethnic groups have not achieved parity with the British majority. 

This disparity exists despite the fact Canada's immigration policy "has placed a premium on 

immigranu who are highly s f d u d ,  have a high level oleducation, and speak one of rhe two 

o B i d  languages (Fridem, L992:53)." HeImes-Hayes and Curds argue chat Blacks, 

Aboriginals and Latin, South and Central Americans are stiIl disadvantaged in terms of 

income compared to the British and Sonhem and Western Eumpeans (1 998: 16). 
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~ a a P ~ ~ ) ~ d T & e ~ T r e n d s i n C m t . l i n . . I [ m m i m t i ~  

The political and ideological identity of Canada has supported the maintenance of 

minority ethnic identities and c u l d  group. However, within the bounds of a h c t i o d  

a certain amount of assimilation has always been required and, indeed, may be 

necessary (Gordon ,1964; Jiobu, 1988; Lieberson, 1963; Ymger, 1985j. For example, 

agreement on a language(s) of communication and a legal system is expected. While the 

maintenance of (cenain) ethnic religious and cultural practices are protected through legal 

statues, the abandonment of certain e t h i c  practices is a byproduct of entering and 

integrating into new social surroundings (mid.). Nonetheless, it seems as if, no matter how 

assimilated some people become, they may experience littie or no social or socioeconomic 

mobility within the sociai structure (Herberg, 1990). Thus, Canada has been described as a 

"class society" w i t h  which an individual's badrground, i . t ,  ethnic origin, immigration 

status, can effect the attainment of more profitable and prestigious jobs, higher levels of 

education, and even k t e r  health and well-being (Hehes-Hayes and Curds, 1998: 12-1 3; 

Herberg' 1990). 

Porter pointed out that in Canada's early history those who were of English anew, 

white, and English speaking dispIayed higher leveis of income, higher occupational status, 

and that this &did not change! much either within or across generations (Heimes-Hayes and 

Curtis, 1998:13)." Thus, occupational mobility was limited: Bthnic minorities tended to 

continue holding down the worst positions, getting too tittle education, and having too M e  

power in the society. The vertical smcture of income and occupation inequality contained 

a mosaic of types of people (Ibid.)." 

The En@&, who retained the greatest amount of sodal and @tical power, 
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maria@ to protect their interests in several ways, one of which was by controlling 

immigration, who immigrated, when, and for what purpose (Porter, 1965:60; Kaibad and 

Richard, 199 1x30). It was not until the 1890's that a "new" immigration policy, based not 

on "the sodal dass of *mmigrants ... determined by what it had been in Great Britain," was 

contemplated (Porter, 196562). 

When Nonh America experienced large-scale immigration, during the late 

nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, it was assumed that immigrants would assimilate 

and that "immigrant groups [would] disappear as distinct groups and blend into the host 

society" (Reiw 1980:4-5). Furthermore, Reitz (1 980) states that it was assumed that equality 

wouid be established through assimilation. Since the prevailing ideologies of this time period 

were assimilationist in nature, immigration policy showed a prderence for groups such as the 

Northern and Western Europeans, the British, and immigrants from the united States 

because it was thought that they would "fit" into Canadian society most easily @&a, 1 980:C 

5; KaIbach and Richard, 1989; Kalbach, 1970; Manpower and Immigration, 1974). 

A major change in the regulations surrounding immigration occurred in 1962 in 

response to objections in the late fifties to d c d o n s  on non-white immigration and 

pressures from some newly independent commonwealth countries. The regulations were 

amended to state that anyone, regardless of origin, dtizeaship, country of midence, or 

religious belid, who is penonally qdfied by reason deducation, training, skill, or other 

spcdal qudifications was eligible to apply for permanent residence in Canada (F'rideres, 

1992). This change in immigration policy dearly altered the character of Canada and the 

hture immigrant stream. By 1967 the regulations totally dimhated discrhhation on h e  

basis of race or nationality for all i m m i p t  dasses througfi the establishment of the point 
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system. Under this system, immigrants were selected on the bask of points received in nine 

areas including education, skills, occupational demands, and p o n d  characteristics 

(Manpower and Immigration, 1974:32). The new immigration Act of 1976 consolidated all 

these changes in the regulations. Canada's immiption Act, which was promulgated in 

1978, was now less discriminatory toward potential immigrants to Canada 

Direct evidence of this can be seen in an examination of the top ten source countries 

of immigrants to Canada. In 1951 nine out of ten immigrant source countries to Canada 

were European (Great Britain, Germany, Itdy, Netherlands, Poland, France, Belgium, 

Yugoslavia, Denmark), the tenth was the United States of America In 1968 Hong Kong 

entered the top ten source counties of immigrants to Canada. This was the fixst year in 

which a non-European country made it into the top ten source countries. By 1996, only one 

European country (Great Britain) remained in the top ten source countries of immigration 

to Canada, while eight of the top ten source countries were non-European, and the tenth 

country was the United States of America (Employment and Immigration). 

In 1971 Canada officially proclaimed a multicultural policy which meant that 

Canada became multicultud but within a bilingual framework. This became entrenched 

in Canadian law with the pasgage of the Multiculturalism Act in 1988. Through this act, 

Canada was now committed to the official recognition and quality of all members of 

Canadian society. 

e *  r , , . l l o - a a d E 4  

h determining the kvd of assb&ition and the a tmt  of ethniccomectednes of an 

individual, three factors have been shown to play a significant role. T h e  anz language use 
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rmside and outside the home), religous afHiation, and age at immigration. The effects of 

these variables on assimilation and ethnic-connectedness will be examined here. 

White the exhence of ethnic enclaves is not directly threatened by governmental 

pdicy and/or sanctions, Canada's ethnic population must exist and function within 

the larger Canadian nrltural and societal realm. That is to say that a certain amount of 

assimilation and integration into society at largc must take place in order for members of 

ethnic groups to be succorsfd in Canada While Canada's rnultidtudm policy does 

uphold the eqdty  of all cultures in Canada, research has shown, that equality onnot be 

gained, economically at least, without some integration and assirnilation into the major 

Canadian social structure, 

Porter's 73e V i a l  Moscdc (1 965) challenged the notion that Canada was a "dapsless" 

or predominately middle-class society, and exposed the hierarchical soda1 structure and the 

disproportionate influence and decision making power which the Engiish segment of the 

population posses~ed. b e a d  of portrayingcanada as an egalitarian mosaic, Porter referred 

to Canada as a "'vertical mosaic' - a tenn chosen to convey the idea that Canada was best 

undemtood not as an egalitarian melting pot but as a fixed hierarchy of distinct and unequal 

dases and ethnic groups (Helm-Hayes and Curtis, 1998:8)." 

. - .  
-=?v 

Generai asdmiation theory, as presented by Lieberson (1963), portends that 

andmiation is a sodal process which will occur through contact with the host society, and 

does not actively have to be pu~sued by an immigrant individd, That is to say mat, over 

time, an immigrant win become less ethnic and more liLe a manber of the host society due 
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to contaa with the hon society. Ynger (1985: 154) specifies that there are "four types of 

assimilation," these being. integration, accdturation, identification, and amalgamarion. He 

further specifies that these four types of assimihttion correspond to "strucnual, c d m d ,  

psychoiogical, and biological aspects o ~ ~ t i o n "  xspdvely @id.) Gordon (I 964) states 

that there are xven stages of asshilation, However, he states that these stages do nor occur 

in any particular order, and that group or individuals "may remain indefinitely at one or 

another of these stages (Marger, 1 994: L 23). 

Table 2-1: Gordon's Stages of AsPimilation 
- -- 

stage Characteristic 

Cultural or behaviourai Change of cultural patterns to those of host society 
assimilation (adnuation) 

.Marital assidation 
(amalgamation) 

assimilation 

Large-scale entrance into cliques, clubs, and 
institutions of host society 

Large-scale intennaniage 

Development of sense of peopLehood based e~dusiveiy 
on host society 

Absence of pmjudice 

Absence of dkrhhation 

Civic ashilation Absence of value and power conflict 

Source: Gordon, 1964:7 1. 
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Thus, assimilation is a non-linear process which has several stages (Gordon, 1964; Ymger, 

1985). 

In examining ethnic assimilation several researchers argue that a mdtidirnemiond 

definition of ethniaty should be employed (Anderson, 1972; Dreidger, 1989; Kalbach and 

Kalbach 1 999, 1995; bibach and Richard 199 1, 1985; Isajiw, Sev're and Dreidger 1993; 

O'Bryan, Reitz, and Kuplowska 1976; Reitz 1980). In this thesis a multidimensiond 

definition ofethniaty will be used. The concept of uethnic~onnectedness,n as ddined in the 

work of E;albach and Richard (199 la, I99 1 b, 199 lc, 1990a, 1990b, L989,1985a, 1985b, 

1980), and Kalbach and ICalbach (1999a, 1999b, 3,995a 199%) will be utilized. This 

multidimensional definition of ethnicity employs ethno-religious groupings in order to better 

capture the dynamic of an "ethnic identity." Thus, ethnic-connectedness in this analysis is 

defined as being more ethnic depending on ones' church atEliation. For example, a person 

who defines him/herself as German Lutheran is more e c h n i d y ~ o n n m e d  than one who 

daims to be German United Church (Kalbach and Kalbach, 1999, 1995% 199). 

L-bskrdittion theory maintains that ethnic-co~ectedness may weaken over time. 

Kalbach and Richard (1980) demonstrate that this can occur through language loss over 

successive generations. GeneralIy spkhg, the use of the mother tongue, i.e., the ethnic 

language first learned and still understood, will decline over successbe generations resulting 

in linguistic assimilation, and as the use of the ethnic language declines individuals tend to 

become Iess ethnically connected, at least in terms of  language. The more social and/or 

insdmtionai contact an individual has (in the form of, for example, educational innitutions 

and for non-ethic church afliliations), the more assindated that individual will be. In such 

a manner, through the socialization and contact provided by various institutions, the 
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individual will become progressively more like the native population and consequently less 

ethnic (Gordon, 1964;JobuT 1988; Lieberson, 1963; Ymger, 1985). Furthermore, Kalbach 

and Richard argue that, " dassical assimilation theory explains and emphasizes the 

importance of becoming less ethnic and more like the dominant groups in order to maximize 

the opportunities For upward socioetonomic status mobility in an ethnically based societyJ' 

(1 99 i z 3  1 ; Isajiw et al., L 993; Porter, 1965; Wiley, 1967). 

.%ciui hfoddig mrd E l l m L - h e  

Much r d  has been done on problems associated with the upward mobility of 

ethnic groups in Canada (Boyd, 1992,1986,1985a, 1 985b; Cassis and Griffith, L 98 1 ; Frank, 

1996; Geschwender, 1994,1992; Gexhwender and Guppy, 1995; Isajiw et al., 1993; Jiobu, 

1988; Jones, 1 985; Kabach and Kaibach, 1995a; Kalbach and Richard, I99 1 a, 199 1 b, 

199 1 c, 1 990a, 1990 b, 1985% 1985 b, 1980; YcRobens, 1985% 1 985b; ffieo and Porter, 

1985, Porter 1965; Richmod et d., 1978; Wanner, 1998; Weinfefd, 1994). Some researchers 

have hypothesized that those individuals who became less ethnic (in terms of language 

retention and religious mation) wouid experience greatv  upward mobility, (IGIbach and 

Kchard, Kalbach and Kalbach, 1995a; Iialbach and Richard, 199 la, 1 99 1 b, L 990a, 1990 b, 

1985% 1 985bT 1 980; Van-Dijk, 1998) . 
Isajiw, Sw're and Dreidger (1 993) examined the reIatiomhip beween ethnicity and 

wcial mobiIity by testing the thesis of WJey and Porter which state that "sodai mobility of 

members of ethnic minority groups will be Mocked or dowed down not ody if they find 

employment in ethic enclaves, but also if they become d i z e d  or otherwise m g I y  

identified with their ethnic mmm* and its activities (Isajiw a I9939 78)." En thdr 
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analysis of Germans, Italians, Jews, and Ukrainians in Toronto, they determined that, 

genenlly, the only dimension of ethnicit). which could be a drawback to mobi1ir)r were 

external-culnual factors, i.e., imguage, foods, customs, media &jiw et ai, L 993: 186- 187). 

However, they did also determine that Jews showed the least amount of upward mobiliw. 

-As being Jewish is both m ethnic an religious identity this finding supports the Wbach's 

c l ~ s  that higher levels of ethnicconnectedness negadvely affect uptvard mobility. 

Wbach and Richard's research as well as othen (Porter, 1965; Wiley. 1967) reveal 

that retention of an ethnic identity tends to negatively atfen upward socioeconomic mobility, 

parridarly for the foreign born. Specifically, Wbach and Richard (l991a, 199 i b, 1990a, 

1990b, 1985a, 1985b, 1980) argue that language retention and an atfiliation with an I r h n i c  

church" tends to reduce upward social mobility for the ethnic p u p  (Kdbach and Richard, 

1980:81). Individuals who become less ethnic tend to achieve a relaavely higher 

socioeconomic status than those who remain more ethnically connected (kibach and 

Richard, 1980:92). Mbach and Richard argue that " it is among the foreign born that 

e&c-connectedness is most strongly and negatively associated with socioeconomic satus 

achievement (Wbach and Richard, 199 1 zM).'' 

i t  has been suggested that the abandonment of the mother tongue in favour of the 

c d t u d l y  dominant (oEcial) language precedes, and is a prerequisite for, rhe upward 

sodoeconomic mobility of ethnic individuals (Kalbach and Richard, 1980:79-80, 

Ramkhalawandngh, 1981). In order for an inchidud to become gakfdly employed, 

communicate with others, and gain socia( endorsement in the new culture, she  must be able 

to communicate in the common language, a FaiIure to do so resuits in =a shield against 

assidation and, in a lack of ability to communicate with others (Lieberson, 1963)." 
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Similarly, the maintenance of an ethnic religious affiliation impedes assimilation into 

the new culture (lialbach and &chard, 1980:80), because the church plays a dominant role 

in the social life and in the " ethnic community's institutional completeness." An individual 

who retains strong atWiations with the church will be less Iikely to invex in social attachments 

and relations with members of the new culture. However, Mbach and Richard (1 980~8 1) 

argue that these relationships and aKdiations are imponant for assimilation and, hence, 

upward social mobility. 

Ethnic church affiliation is a doubledged sword, for at the same rime that it acts as 

a source of security and support for the ethnic individual, it dso acts as a constraint against, 

"a more rapid integration and assimdation into the new society" (Ubach and Richard, 

L 980:86; Isajiw et J.. 1993). This assodation with the ethnic church is interpreted to be a 

representaion of an individual's ethnic-connectedness. Thus, the individual is seen as sill 

ident ihg with his or her native culture as opposed to the "new" culture (lialbach and 

Mbach, 1995a:6). It follows then that, a higher Ievel of ethnic-connectedness could hinder 

achievement of economic parity. According to the Kalbachs' research, diliation with an 

ethnic church is considered to be evidence "of a greater commitment to [an] ethnic group, 

compared to those who idendfy with one of the major Canadian churches or those who 

express no religious preference." Those individuals who dEIiate with an ethnic church, 

e.uperience lower levels of upward mobility. Those who were considered to be the most 

ethnidy connected due to church a a t i o n  were considered so because, the ethnic church 

plays a large part in conserving a sense of ethnic community by o f f e ~ g  an opportunity to 

socialize and interact with others of the same ethnic p u p  (Kdbach and Richard, 1985: 104). 

So, the ethnic church provides ethnic group members with a convenient arena in which to 
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gather and reidorce their ethnic identity. However, not alI ethnic group members affiliate 

themseives with an ethic church and/or the ethnic community. In particular it on k 

asserted that those individuals who do attend the ethnic church "can be srpmed to rrgard 

their ethnic origin with greater importance, to be more strongly committed to the ethnic 

group and its dues ,  and e-xhibit a greater variety and frequency of ethnic behaviour than 

those whose commitment is weaker or contacts less frequent mid.)." 

The Kalbacfi's work reveals that a high be1 ofethnic-connectedness tends to impede 

upward mobility at least for the E r n  generation. According to their definition of ethnic- 

comeaedness, individuals who are SIiated with an ethnic church are considered to be 

more ethnically connected than individuals who idendfy with the major Canadian churches, 

ie., Anglican or United Church, or express no religious preference. Their rationale is that 

the ethnic church is a sigdcant force in the ethnic community and is o major force for the 

maintenance of ethnic values and a sense of ethnic identity. 

Old group immigrants, or those who came to Canada in Iarge numbers before World 

War II, are more asindated than more recent immigrants (Jiobu, 1988; Gdbach and 

Kalbach, 19994 1995% 1995b; Kalbach and Richard, 199 1 a, 1 99 1 b, 1990b, 198%; Reitz, 

1980). The longer immigrants have been in the host country, 'the more assimilated they 

become due to CIdtural osmosisn because they interact with the host society in thousands 

of little, casual, unplanned, everyday ways - through radio, tefevision, newspapers, street 

signs, clerks, salespexsons - and unwittingly become somewhat ashdated (Jiobu, 1988:98; 

Rda, 1980). AsJiobu (1998) and others point out ( L i e b n ,  1963; Kalbach 1970; Kalbach 

and Kaibach, 1995% I995b; Kalbach and Ricfiard,l99 la, 199 1 b, 19851,1980; Reitz, 1980) 

some aPsimilation takes pkce over the years just through mteraction with the host society. 
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In their study of U* and Germans at the time ofthe 197 i Census of Canada, 

Kaibach and Richard found that most Ukrainians who did not belong to an ethnic church 

had been in Canada for the longest period of time, and that by the third generation many 

individuals of ' lkmmm 
* * descent had aligned themselves with either the Anglican or Catholic 

church (1 980:88). As wdl, Kalbach and Richard found that language retention also d&ed 

over the generations, and that there was a relationship b e e n  digious aEhtion and 

language retention W e  it was found that the use of mother tongue deteriorated from one 

generation to another, it was also found that those who claimed an S a t i o n  with a non- 

traditional church were more likely to forget their native tongue, when compared to those 

who claimed an affiliaaon to the ethnic church (Kalbach and Richard, L 980:90,1990: 187). 

This supports the theoretical premise staring that as time passes individuals do a s i d a t e  and 

become less ethic. 

W1th reference to language use, Kafbach and Kalbach (1995a) found that those 

immigrants who W e d  an dZiation with an ethnic-church were more likely to still speak 

their mother tongue inside and outside the home. Kalbach and Kalbach (1 995a:8) state that, 

those who have been in Canada the longest show the most distinct decline in the use of their 

mother tongue in the home. %foreover, their research has indicated that "the deciine in 

ethnic language use in the home for the native born compared to the foreign born tended to 

be lower for the more ethnically connected groups than for those who were less ethnically 

cotlnected by religion* (KaIbach and Kalbach, 1995x8; Reitz, 1985; WdnFed, 1994). These 

d t s  lead to the conciusion that successive generations tend to be more ashdated and 

integrated than previous ones, showing that the pmcess of a d a t i o n  takes thne and 

m c r d  contact with the host society. Additionally, this shows a new neworking among 
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immigranu as they are beginning to rely more on the host society than their society or 

culture of origin. In short, immigrants b e p  to identify with the host society to a greater 

extent than with the society of origin. Conversdy, for those immigrants who make an effort 

to remain connmed to thkr culture of origin through religious affiliation, and retention of 

their native language, sodoeconomic integration and upward mobility is ~MEcult to a h .  

Kalbach and Kalbach (1995~8) condude that, "the implication of this may be that in the 

process ofacculnvation and seadarktion, dkafEIiation from one's traditional church, rather 

than rrligious conversion may be the assimilative path of least resistance." 

Their research has also indicated that Ukrainians who claimed an affdiation with a 

traditional church showed lower levels of upward mobility than did those who daimed an 

afiiliation to the United or Anglican churches (Kalbach and Richard, 198092). 

Furthermore, second generation immigrants q r d  higher levek of upward mobility than 

did either k t  or third-plus generations. Similar raults were found for Germans ( Kalbach 

and Richard, 1 99 Lx4U). 

In addition, Kalbach and Richard (1985~  LOO-LO 1) found that, first generation 

individuals aligning thanselves with either the United or Anglican church had higher rates 

of "reporting some university degree" than those sating with an ethnic church. They a h  

found that those who ciairned an G a t i o n  with an ethnic church had Iower rates of 

belonging to either professional or managerid occupations (bid.). These results support that 

occupational status and total f d y  income are both atfmed in the same way (Kaibach and 

Richard, 1985x102). That is, both, i.c, income and occupational status, are negatively 

aBmed by higher levds of ethnic-connections. T h e  results supported their previous 

research which found that f irs  generation Canadians had lower levels of upward mobility 
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@lb;tch and Richard, 1985% 107-108; 1980)." This would indicate that foreign born 

individuals were the mapt ethnidy-comected, and that a high lwei of ethnic-co~ectedness 

acted as a barrier against upward mobility, or sodoeconomic integration (Ibid.). Kalbach 

and Kalbach (1 9 9 5 ~  14; Kalbach and Richard, 1 980,1985,199 1) contend that high lev& 

of ethic-connectedness and low socioeconomic indices are associated with one another. 

Kalbach and Richard propose that there are three potential mobility paths, the ethnic 

church, Canadian church (AnglicadUriited) ,and no preference for any religion or church. 

Kalbach and Richard (1991b:145) examined the potential for succeufil economic 

integration, For non-British and non-European individuals, associated with each pathway to 

assimilation and socioeconomic integration. 

Using the 197 1 Census of Canada, KaIbach and Richard (199 1 b) found that with 

successive generations there were incraws in the number of ethnic individuals who identified 

"with the mainline Canadian churches and those with no church preference; and, relative 

losses for the ethnic churches (kdbach and Richard, 199 l b: 146)." They state that this shift 

is evidence of the assirdative process and represents a "convergence with ... the culturally 

dominant British population (bid)." Surprisingly, in this study, the rsults indicate that those 

who align thawelves with no church at all, not thcldc who align themselves with a Canadian 

church, have the highest Ievels of sodoeconomic mobility. Furthermore, it k this group of 

individuais, with no religious preference, who "retain their rehtiveiy favourabie 

sociaeconomic status position into the second generation and beyond (Ibid.)." Xwenhelcss, 

those individuals who daim an -ation to the Canadian church tend to achieve h i g h  

I& of upward mobility than do those who belong to an ethnic church These resuits 

suggest that the ethnic church is the greatest inhibitor for upward mobility, while the 
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Canadian churches, and having no religious preference fadlitate upward mobility (Kalbach 

and Richard, L 99 1% 199b; IGlbach and Wbach, 1995)." 

Wth the use o l  the 198 1 Census of Canada immigrant generation, i.e., first 

generation, second generation, third-plus generation, could no longer be firmly established; 

therefore, onIy the distinction between foreign born and native born could be used. Using 

the 198 1 Census, I<al bach and Richard (1 99 1 b), found that those who claimed an fl iation 

to mainline Canadian churches or who daimed to have no religious affiliations "maintained 

adknrageous positions (IGlbach and Richard, 1 99 i b: I +7)." This supported their previous 

findings. However, in contrast to the past, where "higher education and occupational status" 

were Ysociated with higher economic rewards, this relationship was not the case here (Ibid.). 

Mbach and Richard postdated that this is a r d t  of the changing immigration policy 

which has become more selective in its admittance of immigrants into Canada (Wbach and 

Richard, 1 99 1 b: 148, 1990: 1 89). 

With respect to more recently established European groups. such as the Portugese 

population, it was found that they too were more likely to attain sodoeconomic success when 

they were affiliated with a Canadian church or with No church at all (Iialbach and Richard, 

199 L b: 149). However, it was found that this particular group of 'immigrants did relaavdy 

poorly in terms of socioeconomic integration and acculturation, when compared to non- 

European group and other European groups. 

Wth regard to nonoBritish European immigrant groups, Kalbach and E;albach 

(I995a) concluded that the least advantageous mobility path was praented by the ethnic 

church. Those who indicated an aati~n to one of the Canadian churches consistently 

reported a higher sodoeconomic status than thme who were dl affiliated to the ethic 



church. However, it was discovered that, for some, the highest sodoeconomic status was 

reporred by those who reported having no religious preference ac all. Therefore, it W ~ J  

concluded that for most non-British European immigrants the mosr advantageous 

assimilation parh(s) was associated with claiming no religious affiiations at d, or claiming 

an affiliation to the Canadian church. In addition, the implications of these results proved 

to be most significant for the foreign born, or first genexation immigrants. 

Kalbach and Richard (1 990b: 1 8 1) examined the effects of ethnic-connectedness on 

"the individual's acculturation and socioeconomic status achievement * of non-European 

immigrants. Spedidy, they looked at the "Chinese, indo-Pakisais, Blacks and 

Caribbeans, and Middle-Eastern kb/Asian populaaons Wbach and Richard, 

1990b: 19 L)." Using data from the 198 1 Census of Canada it was determined that the 

Chinese expressed "an intermediate level ofreligious heterogeneity," and were found to have 

the highest proportion of members chiming no religious preference (Ibid.). The data 

pertaining to non-European immigrants revealed that those who reported to have no 

religious preference tended "to show stam characcerisrics as high, or higher, than those 

reporting ethnic or Canadian church preferences (TGlbach and Richard 1990b: 189). This 

would suggest that for non-Europeans, the best path to assirniladon is a secular one (Ibid.). . 

Several intensting Endings were discovered with respect to non-European immigrants. First, 

Chinese immigrants were found to be the most heterogenous with respect to their religious 

fiations, while those of Indo-Pakistani descent were found to be the most homogenous 

with respect to their religious af£iliations (Xdbach and Richard, 1990: 19 1). Second., it was 

Found that those of Black and Caribbean ancestry had the highest proportions reporting 

Engiish or French both as their mother tongue and the language they s p e a k  in the home. 
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Furthermore their, the Black and Caribbean's, religious distributiom were the most similar 

to the British native born than any of the other non-European groups. 

An examination into non-European groups, show that these groups too tend to 

exhibit higher levels of socioeconomic achievement if' hey are atfiliated with Canadian 

churches or have no church afEI.iation at all (bibach and Richard, 199 1 b:148, 1990: 189). 

Those of Chinese origin were atypical in that unlike others of uon-European origin, they 

were found to indicate No rereligious preference more frequently than other groups. 

&foreover, it was found that "only the mainline Canadian church pathway to asshikition 

appears to offer the potential for the most acculturation and sodoeconomic status mobility 

for those of Chinese origin (Kalbach and Richard, 199 1 b: 148).* 

As indicated in previous research it was hypothesized that those who reported No 

Religion would be the most acculturated with respect to language. However, with reference 

to non-European groups, this proved to be the case for only the LMiddle East Arab/Asiaas 

(I(albach and Richard, 1990b:i 94). For the Black and Caribbean population the most 

acculturated were those reporting a preference for the Canadian church. 

With regard to non-European immigrant p u p  Kalbach and IGlbach (1995a) 

concluded that it was only those d B l d  or Caribbean ancestry who &exhibited the same 

mobility pattern as the non-British European groups-" For aiI other non-European ethnic 

groups studied (Chinese, Indo-Pakistanis, Middle Eastern Arab A9ians) the Least 

advantageous path to upward mobility was concluded to be the ethnic church (KaIbach and 

Kalbach, 1995~3). Kalbach and Eabach condude tEat "those iden-g with the ethnic 

churches appear to be more dearly disdvantagcd with rapen to their average total fsmily 

income than those identifying with any of the major Canadian churches or daiming no 
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refigious preference (KaIbach and Kdbach, 1995a: I+)." 

With regard to the eEect of age at immigration researchers Wbach and Kalbach 

1995% 198%; Cotki and Reid, 1994) have found that the younger one is at the time of 

immigration the less disadvan~aged, socially and economically the individual will be. 

M b c h  and Kalbach (1995a), IGlbach and Richard (t 985bj, &odd and Reid (1994) show 

that those who immigrated at a younger age show "greater acculturation with respect to 

language use" and that those who immigrated at an early age would be more successful 

sodally and economidy. On the other hand, those who were teenagers at the time of 

immigration would "experience more rapid economic integration bur suffer some 

competitive disadvantage in the long run because of their somewhat lower levels of 

acculturation, as reff ected in their language skill. and possible disruption or termination of 

their formal education (Ibid.)." 

Kalbach and Richard (1  985b:4) looked at individuals whose age at immigration was 

under the age of 20, comparing integration and acculturation levels for those 12 and under 

to those in their teens when aniving in Canada The results r e v d e d  that those who had 

experienced a larger proportion of their education in Canada experienced "the socializing 

dfects of Formal education and peer group pressures," and became "much more like their 

native-born counterparts than the older membem of their own particular ethnic origin 

immigrant group'' Wbach and Kdbach 1995a, 198%; Krotki and Reid, 1994). 

Furthermore, as adults these same individuafs would not experience the disadvantages 

experienced by their later immigradng counterparts. 

In the 1981 census the question "age at immigration" replaced "birthplace of 

parents." This enabled intormation about the individual's background to be Linked to 
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different educational and sodalization experiences, and thus shed some tight on the processes 

of integration and socialization. This focus would crplcate the importance of education and 

peer group affiliation on the assimilation and acculturation of the individual and its 

importance on gdining economic mobility. SpecXcally, those who arrived before the age 

of I2 would experience the greatest amount of sodalization and thus entrenchment into 

Canadian culture, and would, thedore, find it easier, than their older counterparts, to gain 

long term economic integration and acquire a higher socioeconomic status (Iblbach and 

Richard, 1985b3). However, those entering as teenagers would be expetted to be 

disadvantaged in two ways: first, by their relatively late entrance into the socialization process 

o f f e d  by the education wen, and secondly, by their required early entrance into the work 

force (due to family responsibility) (Bid.). 

In conducting this rrscarch Ua~culturation [was] measured by language used in the 

home; wdal (status) integration by highest Ievd of schooling anained; and economic 

integration measured by labour force participation and total income for the census family 

(Kalbach and Richard, 1985b:4)." The results of this study support the hypothesis that 

those who enter Canada at an older age suffer a ccnain disadvantage, showing that those 

who were teenagers at immigration did not manage "to exploit the o p p o d t i e  for higher 

education to the same extent as younger immigrant children (Kalbach and Richard, 

1985b:6)." Fmdhgs showed that for each period of immigration examined those who 

entered as teenagers were consistently more W y  to enter the labour force rather than 

continue their education (Kalbach and Richard, 1985b:8). This vend in entering the work 

force refatively young, and of not pursuing funher education, would result in an heq- 

between the income potential of younger hmigrants and teenage immigrants @id*)- 
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Fmdings did suggest just that, that those who immigrated as children did consistently report 

higher earnings than did those who immigrated while teenagers (bid.). 

It was also found that regardless of ethnic or cultural origin, those who immigrated 

as children, rather than as teemgets or adults, consistently reported English or French as 

their home language w b a c h  and Richard, 1985b:g)). Funhermore, controlling for ethic  

and cultural background, it was found that for all ethnic identities specified, those who 

immigrated as children were found to hold a university degree more frequently than those 

who entered Canada as teenagers (Kalbach and Richard, 1985b: 10). Thus it can be learned 

From this paper that both length OF time in the new country and age at entry into the new 

country make a diaemce in terms of acdtuntion and socioeconomic integration. 

rmdpmtw- 

bIuch of the rrsearch in the field of gender relations and work deals with income or 

occupational prestige. Kalbach and Richard state that there is a -ation in the earnings of 

women compared to men, and that, in general, women, "... rend to exhibit lower labour 

force participation rate than men for almost every category of any relevant demographic or 

d variable, e-g., age, maritat status, educational attainment Ied,immigrant status, period 

of immigration or socioeconomic stam (1990~3)." 

Much research has been conducted on the dfects of gender on the occupational 

mobility and socioecoaomicstatus of women in Canada as a whole (Boyd, 1992,1986, 1985a; 

Carison, 1992; Cschwender, 1994, 1992; Kalbach and Richard, 1990a; 

Ramkhalawangingb 198 1). Discrepancies between the earnings of women as compared to 

those of men have lead to vast msearch in this area. h 1971 women were reported to earn 
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(average annuat earnings of all workers) 47 per cent of what men earned. In 1981 women 

earned 53 per cent, and in 1993 women were reported to earn 64 per cent of what men 

earned (Statistics Canada, 1995:95). Funhemore, it was found that despite educatiod 

attainment or occupational category, men consistently earned more than women (mid.). 

Also, regardless of occupation or profession, women consistendy earn s u b t i d y  less than 

their mdecounterparts. (Statistics Canada, 1995: 123). However, it does seem that immigrant 

women earn "about the same amount as other women in Canada (mid.). As weil immigrant 

women tend to, like thkr native born counterpans, be employed in occupations which have 

mditionally been held by women, that is, in the "clerical, sales, and se~cejobs" (Statistics 

Canada, 1995: 122; Boyd, 1985a). 

Though this may s e m  to indicate that immigrant women and native-born women 

are on equal t m ,  it must be noted that the group "immigrant women" is not a 

homogeneous group in terms of ethnic origin, religion, education, and howledge of an 

o f f i d  language to name but a few factors (Boyd 199 1: 282, Geschwender, 1994). The 

experience of an Asian or Pomgcx immigrant woman may be very Werent than that of an 

En@ or French imm-grant woman. Boyd (1986153) argues that sex "influences location 

within the labour market; again, in combination with binhplace and class origins, it may 

intensify the workplace urpcricnces of some group of immigrant women," and when this 

d o e  occur "immigrant women can be said to be the -pients d m@k mgutbe siotus 

[ernphis added]." Thp, a more complete analysis would not only compare women to 

men, or native- born women to immigrant women, but would also take into account which 

immigrant group the woman belonged to. 

Boyd (1 986) daims that not all immigrant women are doubly or triply disadvantaged. 
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She, like others @dbach and Kdbach, 1995a; Kalbach and Richard, 1985b; Krotki and 

Reid, 1994) argues that age at time of immigration plays a role in the ment of disadvantages 

that a women may experience, and that those women who immigrated as adults would be 

the most disadvantaged (Boyd, 198654). Boyd, and others (Kalbach and Kalbach, L995a; 

Kalbach and Ridmrd, 198513; h t k i  and Reid, I994), hypothesize that this equality is due 

to the mciahtion offered by the education system. 

A further problem presented for immigrant women is their access to English as a 

second language programs. Language is I "major access point" to society states 

Ramkhalawansingh (1 98 1:9 1). W~thout the ability to communicate with the general public, 

individuals c a ~ o t  M y  function within the social setting. Rarnkhalawansingh (1 98 1) goes 

on to argue that immigrant women who have no knowledge of one of Canada's offiaal 

language are less likely to enter the job market in search of a job that requires howledge of 

an official language. As such, immigrant women are more W y  to find employment in areas 

that not only do not require knowledge of an officiat language but do not offer the 

opportunity to learn English or French (1981:91-92). With this in mind, this study wiU 

examine the dfect that not knowing one of Canada's offid languages has on women as 

opposed to men. 

Given his idormation, then, these art two main areas of inquiry with respect to 

gender in this paper: Are the discrepancies found in earnings lor women a fiction of 

*city, a hction of gender, or a funaon of both? And, are these dhcrepncies equal 

among immigrant women from differing ethnic groups? With the aid of interaction terms 

it d be possible to see if the k.fhence of ethnic-co~medness on assdadon and 

integration is mediated by gender. 
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In summary the research that penains to ethnic assimilation and sodoeconomic 

integration has focused on the work by Kalbach and Iiaibach, and Wbach and Richard, 

on pathwa?~ of assimilation. It has been argued that merent pathways to ashdadon are 

more fruitfd For some ethnic groups than for others. Generally, afEXadng with the ethnic 

church was not as advantageous for any immigrant group, non-British or non-European, as 

were dliliations with No church or the Candm church. 

Having high IeveIs of ethnic-connectednns, indicated by ethnic church aflZation and 

speaking the mother tongue in the home, was in all uses associated with lower levels of 

assimilation and sodoeconomic integration. 

Other factors which were also found to an'en assimilation and integration were place 

of birth, age at immigration, and period of immigration. It was Found that fmc generation 

immigrants tended to be more ethnically connected than the native born, and as such, 

economidfy disadvantaged when compared to second generation immigrants. It was also 

found that the younger one was at the time of immigration, the less economidy 

disadvantaged they were likely to be in the fume- 

Taking the above findings into account, this research presents a similar analysis but 

uses a diauent methodology, namely regression analysis, In addition, this research goes one 

step beyond that of the Kalbach's and others by e~anhiing the effect of gender within the 

ethno-religious groups in terms of assimilation and integration. 



Source 

The data used for this analysis come From the 199 1 Public Use Microdata Fde 

o, Individual Fde. Although the 1996 Census became available while conducting this 

research, it was not employed because data were not collected on the dgious affiliations of 

individuals. Thig being the case, including a multidimensional m-mt of ethnidty, 

ethnic-connectedness, would not have been possible, as ethnic-connectedness in chis research 

takes into consideration ethnicity and religion. 

For the purpose of this study only penons who were employed, between the ages of 

25 to 65, not of A b o r i g d  origin, and not institutionalized, were selected. hdividuais over 

the age of25 have been selected because it is assumed that by the age of 25 most people will 

have entered the workforce with their education completed. The Aboriginal population was 

not induded as auimhtion and integration of this population does not correspond with the 

assumptions made in this study. The cases for this study were drawn from a "3% 

representative sample of the population enumerated during the 1991 Census (Statistics 

Canada Catalogue STC 1 1-204, L9w434435)." The data are weighted in order to provide 

unbiased estimates for the national population. 

vdabk 
The spedc variabia employed in this and* and their definitions are as follows, 

as giwn in the 199 I Census Dictionary (Statistics Caoada, 199 1). 
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Labour Force Activity is d&ed as: '...the labour market activity of the working age 

popuiation who, in the week prior to June 4, 199 1, were -OM or -. The 

remainder of the working age population is & d i e d  as not in the labour force (1 99 1 Ce- 

Dictionary, 62)." 

En.@& Refers to penom who (in the time period spedfied above): 

(a) did any work at all excluding housework or other maintenance or repairs around 

the home and volunteer work; or 

@) were absent from their job or business because of own temporary illness or 

disability, vacation, labour dispute at their place of work, or were absent for other reasons. 

Ump@cd persons, those who were not included in this analysis, were those who 

during the week of June 4, 199 1 : 

(a) were without work, actively looked for work in the past four week  and were 

available for work; or 

(b) were on lay-off and expected to retum to their job and were adabie for work; 

(c) had definite arrangements to stan a new job in four w& or less and were 

available for work 

JW iR hhtr fmc Those individuals who had last worked in 199 1, 1990, worked 

before 1990, or had never worked. 

This variable was dummy d e d  to represent whether pusom were actEve in the 

labour form or not. Those who were "ImempIoyed" and those who were coosidered to be 

%ot in the kbour f o d  were grouped together to represent the LCunernployed" category. In 

this case+ the r e f i c e  group was "anploycd" Only those who were "employed" were 



selected for this study. 

TAe Dcpmdml Vmia6Ic 

The dependent mriable in this study is income. As both, income and occupational 

status seem to be reliable indicators of sodoeconomic status (providing the same results) it 

would seem sufEcient to use one indicator of socioeconomic status as opposed to two (see 

page 17). The L99 1 Census data offered several options with respect to income attainment 

(Wages & Salary, Employment), however, for the purpose of this study, Total Income was 

used as it offers a more comprehensive and complete dehiaon OF individual income for the 

census year. 

Total Itlcmzc (Measuted in dollar value or nil) Refers to the total personal income 

acquired during the 1990 calender year from the following sources: Total wages and 

salaries; Net income from unincorporated non-farm business and/or professional practices: 

Net f m  sell'-employment income; Family allowances; Federal child tzx credits; Old age 

security pension and guaranteed income supple men^ Benefits from Canada and Quebec 

pension plan; Benefit from unemployment insurance: Other income From government 

sources; Dividends and interest on bonds, deposits, savings cenificates and other investment 

income; Retirement pensions, supemadon and annuities; Other money income. 

Income not induded was: Gambling gains and losses; Loneqr prizes; l b e y  inherited 

during the year in a lump sum; Capital gains or loses; Receipts from the sale of property; 

income tax r&&, Loan payments &&, Lump nun setdements of insurance policies; 

Rebates d v e d  on p r o w  axes; R&ds of pension contributions as weti as all income 

"in kind" such as fm meals, iiviag accommodations, or agricultural products produced and 
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consumed on the ~arrn. 

This variable is used as a continuous Mliabie mtlecting a dollar amount in the 

analysis. 

Indcpmdmt oaikbles 

.@ Refers to the reqmndents actual age in years, attained by asking rapondents their 

date of birth. Persons between the ages of 15 and 65 were used in this analysis. .+: The s q u d  of the measure of the variable Age is included as the relationship 

between age and earnings is not often a linear one, but instead a cunilinear one. So, the 

relationship between income and age is not a linear one. Age and income are not linearly 

associated throughout the life course. Income increases with age up to a certain point. After 

this point income evens otf, or begins to fall with additional years. By squaring the coefficient 

with age the c u m e a r  effect is captured (Pedhanu. 1 9 8 2 : W 5 ) .  As such, h e  

evplanatory power of the modei(s) will incrrase and d o w  for a better understanding of 

factors atXecdng the dependent variable (income). 

Scc This variable was dummy coded, using males as the reference category 

throughout the study. 

f i c a t h r  "Refers to che highest grade or year oC elementary or secondary school 

attended, or the highest year OF university or other non-university completed." Gaining a 

university education is considered to be a higher level ofeducation than anaining some other 

non-university post-secondary education. Also, "the attainmeat of a degree, c d c a t e  or 

dipioma is considered to be at a higher Ievel than years completed without an educational 

qudification (199 1 Census Dictionary, 105)." 
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For the purpose of this study "Education" was dummy coded into the following 

categories: i) completed "less than high school," ii) compfeted "some high school", iii) had 

some "post-secondary non-university" schooling, and iv) had Uuniversity" education, 

including a degrre, cerPificate or diploma. For this variable =compieted high school" was 

the reference category. The reference category included those individuals who attained an 

education level between grades 9-1 3, so not all those who were in this category were high 

rhod graduates. 

Rebiqim. %den to specific reiipious denominations, groups or bodies as well as sects, 

cults, or other religiody defined communities or system of belid(199 L Cuws Dictionary, 

10 1)." 

This -able was dummy coded and sevellal ditferent categories were created on the 

basis of religious commonality among the religious groups. The categories created were as 

follows: 3  major Canadian religions (Anglican and United), ii) Other Rotenants (Pentecostal, 

Baptist, Jehovah's W~tnares, Lutheran, Presbyterian.), iii) Roman Catholic, other Catholic 

and Orthodox, iv) Eastern Non-Christian Religions, (Hindu, Buddhin, Islam, Sikh), and v) 

No religious dihation datned. The refetence category is  major Canadian dgions. 

l%&c m@c "Refers to the ethnic or cuIturd group to which the respondent's 

ancestors belong.' In the 199 L Clsus respondents were asked "To which ethnic or cultural 

grouds) did this person's ancestors bclong?" The respondents were permitted to write up to 

two ethnic or@m not included in the mark-in circies. Futthennoft, the 199 1 Census did not 

limit masrid origin to paternal tie, done ( note: here was no indication in the data as to 

which anmaal Iineage I p a t d  or maternal] the respondent referred to.) 

For the purpose d mdtipie mgmsion, ahnit; origin was dummy coded using the 
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British ethnic origin as the reference group. Individual groups were not used, i.e., Portugese, 

Gennan, Ukrainian, but rather were clustered together, p r i d y  in order to c o m p t e  

for some d sample groups. The only exception to this was with the French, which wem 

treated as a single Rhnic origin group- However, dustering the group together also enabled 

a more parsimonious statistid analysis as wd. The groups were clustered together based 

on how they were classi6ed by the Census dictionary, and period of immigration. Two initid 

categories were created. The first duster consisted of those groups, i-e., German, Ukmnian, 

and Dutch, who experienced the bulk oftheir immigration pre 1946 (Kalbach and Kalbach, 

19994 1 995b; Kalbach and Richard, 199 la, I99 1 b, 1 990b, L985a, 1980; Reia, 1980). This 

p u p  of immigrants will be r e f e d  to as the 'Old European" group, as they came in large 

numbers during the early decades of the twentieth century. The second group (which is 

composed of thm dusters), are the post World War LI immigrants whose l a w  numbers 

came to Canada afier 1946. 

This group indudes the Italians, Greeks, Chinese, Portugese, Blacks, Canibeans, 

South and C d  Americans, and those of Arabic descent. These ethic  groups were 

collapsed into the dusters/categoria: New Eumpean p u p ,  AsianfArabic group, 

Bhck/Cari%bean/Centrai and South American group. These dusters were based on the 

ethnic origin groupings provided in the Ceasus dictionary. The New European immigrants, 

consisting of immigrants from Italy, Spain, Portugal, and Greece* Nan-European 

immigrants coming at this time were broken into s u ~ u p s ' ~  MadArabic descendants and 

BlacWCarribean & Central/South American. Thus there are five group in all, French, Old 

Immigrant group, New European immigrant, Asian/Arabic, and BIaWCarribean and 

CentraVSouth American. 
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Kitout&@ of O m  hguqc "Refus to the ability to conduct a convmtion in 

English only, French only, in both English and French, or in none of the offiad languages." 

Respondents were given four choices in the Census questiomaire: i) English only, iii French 

only, iii) Both English and French, and iv) Neither English nor French. 

The variable was dummy coded as wd; two categories were created i) having 

knowledge of at least one official language, or both, and ii) having no knowledge of an official 

language. Having knowledge of at least one of the o f f i d  languages was Md as the 

reference category. 

h q c q e  Spokn at hmm This variable refers to the "language spoken most o h  at 

home by the individual at the time of the census (199 1 Census Dictionary, I99 1:78)." In this 

study Spealdng En@h or Fmch were coded as the reference group. Thus it can be seen 

how not speaking one of Canada's official languages at home affects earnings Thus, this 

variable was dummy coded and those who spoke either En@h or French, or both, in the 

home were the reference group. 

& ut I-&: Refem to the age of the respondent when they fim gained 

immigrant status. A dummy coding was mated for this variable. The breakdown of 

categories is as follows: 0-14 yeam, (1); 15-1 9 years, (2); 20+, (3). The derence group were 

those who had never had immigrant status, i.e. naave-born c z t a a h .  

Pnidof I - .  Refem to the year landed immigrant status was first obtained ia 

Canada. This variable was dummy coded to create a distinction between those who arrived 

prior to 1946, those who arrived between 1946 and 1960, and those who immigrated to 

Canada after 1961. Immigration to Canada More 1946 indudes Europeans who 

apuienced the bulk d t h e  immigration to Canada in the early decades OF the twentieth 
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century (ULrainians, Gemmu, Dutch, [Kalbach, 1991 b]). The category of 1946-1960 

captured the more recent immigrant groups, and the 196 1 category was chosen as it was then 

that Canada's immigration policy adopted the point system and became non-disulninatory 

in its selection of immigmnts. 

In ordinary least squares multiple nqpsion, independent variables that are 

categorical must be recoded into "dwnmy variables" in order to meet the assumptions OF 

ordinary least squares estimation (Berry, 1993). S@cally, one category of the variable is 

held as the reference group (coded 0) and al l  other categuries are coded to compare to it 

(coded I). When wd in multiple regression, the regmfion coeflicienrs assodated with these 

dummy variables represent the diaemce between the mean for the reference group and the 

other group@) speciiied. In other words, the "effect" c d c i e n t  represents the difference 

between group means on some categorid variable. However, when working with dummy 

variabks one can interpret the standardized reps ion  codftient, in relationship to model 

importance, only if the variable is dichotomous, as in the case or gender. In all other cases 

the unstand&ed regrasion d c i e n t  must k used for analysis. Thus for the purpose of 

this research, since al l  dummy variables other than gender have more than two categories, 

the umtan~rrgrrss iondc ients  will be used for analyisand interpretation W y ,  

1993:247-25 1). 

-%--'' 

As was mentioned in the previous chapter, this research looh not only at the &m 
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of ethnicity on assimilarion and integration, but also attempts to creme a multidimensiond 

definition of what "being" ethnic is, that is, ethnic-connectedness, by incorporating an ethno- 

dgious classification system into the analysis (Kdbach and ICalbach, 1995; Mbach and 

Richard, 199 1 ; 1990; 1985; 1980). As such, a multidimensional definition or ethnidty is 

used to expand the understanding of what it means to be ethnic and cvamine how factors 

associated with Hering ethnic groups affect assimilation and integration into Canadian 

society. That is to say that, there are facton which create an ethnic distinctiveness which go 

beyond one's natiorwliry or ethnic background and address patterns of soak4 activity or soda1 

belief. This being the case, in addition to examining the effect of "ethnidty" done, the effect 

of "religion" and language use should also so be examined in h o p  of building a broader 

undemanding of how the varied components ofethnidty affm assimilation and integration. 

Although erhnicity, in this paper, is thought of as a multi-dimensiond concept. it remains 

imponant to examine the individual dimensionsand their effects separately while at the same 

h e  keeping an eye on the combined eKects of those dimensions which, together, form 

"ethnic-comectedness." n u s ,  a faaor integra~gethnicity, religion, and hnguage use was 

not collapsed into one variable called "edmic~connectedness." This method enables a 

comparison of dimensions, indicating how influential one dimension/-able is when 

compared to mother in terms of ethnic~onnectedness~ Consequently, several interaction 

terms are created to measure ethnic-comeaedness: OId European"rcligion,' New 

European%digion, Asian/Arabi&eligion, Black/Caribbean/Cenual and South 

Religion h a e  refa to ail cefigious categories identified in the study, ie, Catholic, 
Protestant, Eastem N ~ n ~ a n ,  No Religion- 
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AmericanSreiigion, French%eiigion. So, for example, Old European*reiigion will consist of 

Old European.Catholic, Old European*PK)testant, Old Empean*Eastem Non-Chrktjan, 

and Old European*No religion- 

S t a t i s t l i d r l d l a d ~ d ~ D a t a  

The purpose of this study is to look at the effecrs, or importance, of mering factors 

on immigrant socioeconomic integration in Canada. As such, the main focus is to examine 

the differing impact or influence each independent variable has on the dependent variable, 

total income. A causal relationship is not inferred here and is not the focus of analysis. 

Instead, this thesis uses an explanatory Framework In an explanatory framework the mle 

of theory is emphasized in understanding the analysis. In fact, the CNX of an explanatory 

f m e w o r k  is the theoretical framework This Form of research focuses on undersranding the 

dative importance, or fleet, that each independent -able has on the dependent variable, 

not on predicting an outcome (Pedhazur, 1982: 1 7+), and then interpreting the &em through 

the theoretical Fnmework Thus, m this thesis the focus will be on examining the #ec& of 

each independent variable on the dependent variable. 

This analysis indudes the effect of sex on assimilation and integration, sex is inciuded 

in hopes of determining whether the effects, across ail dimension of the independent 

variables, were the same or different for men and women. It is eqmted that this analysis 

will provide some insight into potential ditferences in the pathways to assimilation between 

men and women. 

tfsing Ordinary Least Squares, and assuming l i nea r  and additive relationships, 

multiple regression was wd to analyse the data. Lising this method of analysis, the 
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independent effect of each variable, controlling for all other variables specified, can k 

examined and evaluated. In other words, using multiple rrgresion allows the researcher to 

andyse the effect of each variable, less the &kt of all other variables in the model. 

Otherwise stated, this is the equation which shows the independent effm of each variable, 

controlling for all other variables spe!cified in the model. 

Funhermorn, such an analysis allows for the exploration of any possible interaction 

effects which may adst. It is possible to consider and analyse the influence of each 

independent variable plus any multiplicative effects and to test if interaction effects make a 

significant contribution to the explanatory power in the variation of immigrant 

sod*oeconomic integration. In this study interaction turns, or product terms, were created 

for: "SaFEducation," "WEthnicity" "SoFRdigion," and "Seu'ICnowledge of official 

language." Thus, it is hypothesized that a difference between males and females with respect 

to these variables' effect on Total income will be r d e d  through thig method of analysis. 

An interaction effect oanvs when the effect of a certain independent variable, say religion, 

has a different &kt on a dependent variable across categories of another independent 

variable, such as sex. More g e n d y ,  a variable such as sex may be found to m h t e  the 

dect  of education, digion, or ethnidty on incomef For example, the effcct of religion on 

socioeconomic integration may prove to be different foc women than it is for men. If the 

inclusion of these interaction texms into the model are statistically Jgnificant, then a 

statisddy significant increase in the F-smtistic would occur, signifying that the interadon 

term(s) are signiscant to the rnodei, and therefore to the variance explained. If this occurred, 

the R - s q d  (lit? would increase, rtilecdngasignScant increase in variauceexphhed ow 

the model that did not indude the interaction term(s). Also, upon adding thc interaction 
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terms the regression coefficients for men and women can be compared to one another, 

indicating whether there is a statistical difference h e e n  the d u e s  expressed for males and 

f d e s .  For instance, if both coefficients on a category of religion (say Catholic) are found 

to be significant for both men and women, then there is a stathid difference b e e n  the 

&kt of religion on earning on h e  basis of sac. If, on the other hand, the result for women 

on this dimension prove to be non-sigdicant, then statistically there is no difference between 

men and women on this variable and its effect on income. Lastly, if the value for women 

proves to be sig~ufiant, but the value for males is not significant, then the effect of the 

variable is statistically signiscant for women cornpad to the reference group. In summary, 

the inclusion of interaction terms in thip study can reveal if effects vary between men and 

women acrosp categories of independent variables. That is, are the e f f i  of religion, 

&city, and education on income different for men and women? Indwion of interaction 

terms into the model can answer this question. 

Regarding the interpretation of interaction terms, it should be noted that some 

differences between the interpretation of the maio effects model and the interaction terms 

model do exist. The most important factor to remember, however, is that * R f n m d e p p  

nma, h n g h t  &e mhra study, &g~. In In cases, be it loreign born, or native born, the 

reference gmup will be composed of British males, who klong to either the Anglican or 

United church, who posses a high school education, who have knowledge of either English 

or French at home, and who speak this Ianguage in their own homes. For th06e who are 

foreign born, and thus the variable "age at immigration" is applicable, h m i g r a ~ g  prior to 

the age of 15 will be the rderence category- Nevertbdess the one main interprethe 

difference b e e n  the two models comes with the variabIe "sex? In the interaction mod& 
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this variable reports the average income of women who are of British descent, who belong 

to either the Anglican or United church, who possess a high school education, who have 

knowledge of either En@& or Fmch at home, and who speak this language in their own 

homes Thus, they are For all intents and purposes, the equivalent of a "reference female" 

p u p  as they match on all factors to their male counterparts, the reference group. The 

variables "education," 'religion," and "ethnidty" now reflect regression coefficient for men 

only. The interaction terms (Sextducation, del ig ion ,  eeethniaty) reflect the value for 

women. Furthermore, with regard to the interpretation of the interaction terms themselves, 

i.e., se,+education, sex3eligion, d e t h i c i t y ,  the cadtium~ produced are not automatically 

comparable to the refnence group. Instead, these coefficients must be added to the value 

of the non-interaction term, ic., education + ~+educaaon, to calculate the effect compared 

to the reference group (Hardy, 1993:33-37). For instance, ifthe repsion coeacient, in an 

interaction model, for "university" was 5 1 0,000.00 this would mean that compared to the 

reference group (mala with high school), men with a university education would earn an 

average of $10,000 more per year than the refereace group Additionally, if the regression 

d a e n t  for univenity.Fcrnale was -84,000.00, then it would mean that women earned an 

average of $4,000 less per year than thdr male university educated counterparts, but stil l  earn 

an average of $6,000.00 more pa year than the reference gmup [$10,000.00+(- 

a4,00.00)=$6,000.W]. So, the unaltered @on dcimt  dueof  the interaction tenns 

can be directly compand to the counterpan on that dim-on. However, in order to 

compare the interaczion terms to the nfuence group, the value For the appropriate 

d c i e n t  must be added to its counterpart in the quation, i-e., education + sexWucation, 



As stated above, two mod& were tated for each population p u p  in this study, one 

with no interaction terms, the main &kts model, or the base model (bIodel1) and another 

including interaction terms, the interaction models (Models 2 and 3). Hence, three different 

regression equations, and thm different models, wiu be generated. The f i t  regression will 

be a main effects model, or a basic model, which will give a good indication of the effects of 

the independent variables on the dependent variables without the inclusion of any interaction 

terms. This will also provide a comparison model. The results a m  the various models will 

be comparabIe to one another. The second model will indude all variables dated to ethnic 

origin and language practices, as well as interaction turns created for ethnic-connectedness. 

The third and final rnodef will include ali the variables in %lode1 2 with the addition of the 

p d e r  interaction terms. 

The main effects model, or Model 1, regresxd income on d of the individual 

independent variables. This model, then, will show the effect of all independent variable, 

controlling for the effcct of aiI the other independent variables, on Tota home, or 

socioeconomic integration. The regression equation was: 

.Well (Base or .Main Effects Model): 

2 Total income = a + bywl + bx ,, , + b x ,  + bx (dm, + bx,-, + bx ,,, 

The xcood quation integrates dealing with place of birth, language 

practices, and the interaction turns pcnaining to ethnic-connectedness into the base model 

(Model I). This mod4 will show the effm that language pracrias, age at immigration, 



period of immigration, and ethnic-connectedness have on total income. 

Total income = a + bx,, + b~ !,? + bx .,, + bx ,d,uonl f bx . & ~ ~ T :  + bx ,Etigion, + 

b?(.pbofbhlf bxvu tm-, bX , @ d o f i r n i p o n  + b x k n o w l % c d o ~  bgwqc! + bxbla(Fug 

Model 3 includes several more interaction terms (female*education, femaie*ethnicity, 

femal&efigion,and ferndeSknowLedge ofofficial language) in addition to thealready present 

variabl . Thus, the effect of each independent variable on total income, including the 

interaction terms, md controlhg for the effect OF all other independent variables, was 

calculated. Thus, it became possible to distinguish the differential &em for men and women 

with respect to education, religion, and ethniaty, and knowledge of an official language on 

total income. The third equation, including the interaction terms. is: 

biodd 3 (Ethniczonnectedness and Gender model): 

Total income = a + bx,,, + bx.,'- + bx,, + bx,-,, + bx .,,,, + bx i i g i ~  + 

b~&rtofbid) + + b~ !permddimmipnon bf  b ~ b w b d F d o f i d l u y n s :  + b?( '~ -  

spoken u hami+ b ~ . o ~  ~ p . a  grauprelipon) + h X w w  €urn- gmupreiigmnl + b q - , ~ ~ ~ n ,  

~ I C ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ +  brt,-) + + b~ ;-* + 

b ~ ~ ~ ,  + b . y r e b w I F o r o w  -1 



Due to the large sample size (over 100,000 individuals) used in this rrxarch, a 

Baysian Wormation Criterion PIC) adjustment was employed to determine the statistical 

si@cance ofthe independent variables. The BIC adjustment takes into account the sample 

size and qedically adjusts "the t-value to take account of sarnpie size and grade of variance 

(Wanner, I9983 I)." In dasicai inferential statistics, a t-value of around 2.00 is commonly 

wed to indicate stadstical si@cance for regression c&cienrs. But, the t-value based on 

classical inference is sensitive to sample size. Baydan inference, on the other hand, adjusts 

for sample size in making inferences from samples Qbid.). Given that the sample size is over 

100,000, a minimum t-value of 3.68 will be used to indicate statistid significance. This is a 

more conservative r-value cut-offas compared to 2.00. Therefore, since the sample size for 

this analysis is very large, the BIC adjustment will be used to determine the statistical 

significance of the effect parameters for all of the models. 



DATA AiiALYSIS 

Thm models are presented in this analysis. Model 1, or the base model, wiu 

qresent the main effects with no interaction tenns. &Idel 2 indudes the main effm and 

interaction e f fm for ethno-religious groups, i.e., ethnic-connectedness, while iWel  3 

provides all of the efikcts from ,Models 1 and 2 and adds the gender effects (sex interaction 

terms). 

More -ally, Modei I will show the effects of age, sex, education, ethnicity, and 

religion on income* This analysis will show which variables, without any interaction terms, 

haw the lagen and which have the d e s t  idlucnce on socioeconomic integration. .Model 

2 will hen the &ixts of the ethnic-connectedness variables, induding the interaction terms 

created for ethniatyWigion, into the base model. This model will provide data on the 

&em of ethnic<onnectedness on income. The lan model model 3) d contain the 

variables included in the base rnodd, those in the ethnic-comectedness model, as well as 

those interadon tern created for gender. This model win provide data on the de*s of 

ethnicconnectedness as well as a more spedfic look at the dm of sac on income. 

The standardid @on codlicients will be used when appropriate. The use of 

the standardized regmsion meflicients enables a cornprison of the refative importance or 

Uuence of one variable as opposed to another. The unstandadid repsion cocfEaents 

will be used when andying multi-categorical dummy variables and all interaction terms. 

For the purpose of thk d, in every modd identified, the refetencc groups will 

rrmain the same. For "m" the r e f i c e  group is Male; For "education," the derence 
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category will be having attained a high school education; for "religion," the reference 

category will consist of those who d a b  an ailihtion to the Canadian church; in terms of 

uethniaty'' British descent is the rdemce group; for "age at immigration" and "period of 

immigrationn and "foreign born," the rderence category is native born (these variables, then, 

can be used to make a direct mmparison to those who did not immigrate to Canada); for 

"knowledge of official language," the reference category is having knowledge of one of 

Canada's official languages; for "language spoken at home* the reference category is 

spaking one of Canada's official languages in the home. 

The-bfOdds 

M& I: Bat iMdI or Moin Effecir Modal 

Table 4-1 presents the results of the base model where income is regressed on the 

main &kt independent variables (age, sex, education, ethniaty, and religion) only. It shows 

that this population consisted of 6,346,194 individuals, and that for this group the average 

income was $30,634. Also, this regression mod4 accounts for 22.3% wz0.2226) of the 

variance in Total income. 

Examining Model 1, (which does not indude any of the interaction terms or variabies 

dated to immigration s t a d )  it is found that the most important factors a 6 i g  income, 

i.e., Jociaconomic integration, are: age (0.9377,age2 -0.780 L ), sex (-0.3234 [-J 14,664]), and 

the attainment of a university education (5 17,624). Age and age squared are both 

'Variables associated with immigration status anx place of b e  ie., being foreign born, 
age at immigration, period of immigration, the &exaction tamJ created fm etfmiw 
religion, language spoken at home, and having knowicdge of an official hguage. 



AVO@ 1: The R m o n  of Income on 
GkkL 

h ' w -  V f i d e s .  Canada 199 1 

Unstandardized stan- 
Regression R v 0 o n  

Variable Name Coefficient C&cient 

Education 
Less than High School 
Post-secondary non-UniveRity 
University 

Ethnicity 
Old European 
iVew European 
Asian / Ara bic 
BIack/Canibean/Cmtrai and 
South American 

French 

Religion 
Catholic 
Protatant 
Eastern Non-Chrisa'an 
No Religion 

Constant 

Mean Income 
Standard Deviation 

Som Statistics Canada, 1991 Ceasus of Caoada, Fublic Use AWcrodata Fie on 
hdividds. 
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statistidysignifi:cant, indicating that the relationship between income and age is not a linear 

one, but rather a cudinear one. Thus, individuals' income continues to increase up until 

a certain point at which it levels off or begins to dedine. It should be noted that although age 

and a university education have a strong positive affect on income, sex, that is k g  faaale, 

has a strong negative effect on income. The least important factors contributing to income 

were found to be: being from an Old European group ( -S603), and being from a New 

European p u p  (58 19.28 ). Again, dose attention should be paid to whether the influence 

is PO=-tive or negative- While the influence of being from an Old European group is small 

and negative, the &m of being from a New European group has a small and positive effect 

on income. Looking spedtically at educational attainment, when comparing educational 

attainment to having a "High School" education (the rderence category for this variable) 

attaining either some uPost-Secondary non-University" degm/diploma ($5,41 I), or a 

Wniversity Degm" (5 17,624) have a positive influence on income. On the other hand, 

exidng the educational system with Tes than High School" is found to have a negative 

deer (-$4,737) on income. 

As mentioned above, coming from an Old European group or from a New European 

group have the d e s t  &ect on income. The largest negative auence is Found to be 

associated with being ofAsian/Arabic ancestry (-85,564). Thus, thm who come from a 

New Eumpean group earn an average o f  W19 more per year than the reference group, 

(British ancatry) while those From an AsianIArabic ancestry earn an average of S5,% less 

per year than the British derence group when the influence ofother variables are mntroied 

for. 

Examining the impact of &@ow afliktion on income, the data indicate that all 
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religious denominations, when compared to the reference caregory of Canadian church, haw 

a negative effect on income. Being of an Eastern Non-Christian faith was the category 

which had the greatest negative effect at (-$4,681), while being Catholic had the smallest 

negative effect on income (-Sl,5 l 1). Thus, those who were Catholic earned an average of 

S 1 ,j 11 less per year than the Canadian church reference group, while those who daimed an 

dliiiation to an Eastern Non-Christian church eamed an average oF9$,68 1 less per year than 

the reference group. 

szanma7y 0fModci I 

The data indicate that age and a university education have the largest positive 

influences on income. The largest negative influence on income are associated with s e x  

The data dso indicate that higher levels of education have a marked influence on one's 

e a ~ g s ,  indicating hat continuing on and anaining a post-secondary education increases 

one's earning potential. Findy, it can be seen from these results that the influence of religion 

and ethniuty on totai income is smaller than is the influence of education, gender, and age. 

itffo&f 2: lMntk-Cm- M d i  

Due to the interaction terms created for ethniaty9-efigion, the categories OM 

European, new European, AsianIArabic, BladdCaribbean/Central and South American, 

and French refer, now, only to those in these ethnic p u p s  who daim an attiliarion to the 

Anglican or United church. Thar h to say that, since there are now interaction terms which 

control for the dect of erhnicity on income across the different categories of religion, the 

results in the categories of etbaiaty now represent only those in rhe ethnic p u p  daiming 
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an atfiliation to the Canadian church, i.e., Angfican or United. Old European, for example, 

now pertains to thoM who are fiom an old European immigrant group and who have an 

aftiliation with the Angliom/Cinited churches. 

Mode1 2 (Table 4-2) indudes the variables in the base mode! (blodei I ,  Tabie 4- 1) as 

well as the variables associated with place of birth, in this case the effect of being "foreign- 

born," "age at immigration," "period of immigration," "knowledge of ofiaal language," 

ranguage spoken at home," plus the interaction terms created for ethniciry and religion 

(ethniaty.religion). These variables are included as thw are reIated to ethnic-connectedness- 

For "period of immigration" the category "immigrated after 1961" turned out to be a 

redundant measure of the variable "foreign born* (they are very highly correlated ~ 0 . 8  1). 

In Table 4-2, %Idel  2, the results for the regmsion equation which regresses income 

on the variables associated with ethnic-connectedness, as weH as the base model variables are 

presented. The results For this model show that this population consisted of 5,845,227 

individuals, and that for this group the average income was S30,926. The decrease in 

population size is due to the increased spedtications of the malei, i.e., recoding for the 

creation of the interaction terms. h, when compared to kfodei 1 this model accounts For 

22.4O/0 (R2=0.2239) of the variance in total income, a . L3% (0.00 13) increase in the variance 

explained, which is signiscant at an alpha level of -00 1. 

Examining the results for Model 2, and disregarding the effects of the interaction 

terms for the time being, it wits found that the moat dgrufiunt factors d&g income were 

the same as in Modei I: age (0.9402, a& -0.789 L), sex (-0.3206, [a 14,7 161 ), and the 

attainment of a UniveIsity education (J 17,554). Again, age and anaining a university 



Table 4-2 
&Idel 2: The Remession of Income on the Base Model plus the Ethnic-Connmednrjs 

teraction variablm. Canada 199 1 

5Iodel 1 Model 2 
Base &Idel Ethnic-Connrctedness bfodei 

Uwdardized Standardized unstandardized Standardized 
Regression Regression Regression Regression 

Variable Name Coefficient Coefficient Coefficient CwAicient 

Education 
Less than High School -5.t7737.86 -0.06 15- -53,986.63 -0.0507- 
Pos t-secondary non- 

University S5,+l1.70 0.1203- %5,346.08 0.1 174- 
University S 17,624-23 0.3 19 1- S 1 7,354.3 i 0.3 153- 

Ethnicity 
Old European -3603.68 -0.008F -$1,310.18 -0.019F 
New European 58 19.28 0.0096- S48 1.88 0,0058 
hian/Ara bic -%5,564.11 -0.0568- S 1,330.52 0.0 139- 
Biac W C a r r i b  /Central 
and South American 45,6 18.56 -0.0368- -54,996.40 -0.0332- 

French -8 1,767.7 1 -0.0382- -5 1,745.50 -0.0375- 

Religion 
Catholic -$1,272.2 1 -0.028 1- -$I, 130.50 -0.0246- 
htestant -82,e 1 -75 -0,038 1 - -32,397.37 -0,0368- 
Eastern Non-Christian -$4,68 1 -77 -0,0233- -57,394.99 -0.0378- 
No Religion -SIzS1 2.85 -0.0210- -3 1,130.90 -0.0200'L*f 

Old EuropeanQtholic 
Old European*Rotestant 
Old European 8x0 ReIigion 

New European*Catholic 
New Europmn'Rotesrant 
New European*No Religion 
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 model 2: The R-on ofm- on the Base ~ 4 4  plus & ~ ~ h n i ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ h  

on &. Cq& 199 1 

unstandardized Standardized Unstandardized Standadzed 
Regression Repsion Regression Regression 

Variable Name Cdcient  C d d e n t  Coeffiaenr Coefficient 

Asian/Asa bicXatholic -$6,206.70 -0.0346- 
Asian/Arabic'Rotmt -@,922.07 -0.0 1 78- 
Asian/Arabi@Eastern 

Non-Christian -S2,415.27 -0.0 1 1 Om 
Asian/Arabi@No Religion -$5,270.34 -0.0358w 

B./C./C.&SA .tCatholic 
B./C./C.MA.*Prot-t 
B./C./C.&SA.*Eastern 

Non-Christian 
B./C./C.&SA.*No Religion 

French Wa tho tic 
French*Rotestant 
French8No Religion 

Foreign born -84,424.89 -0.08 1 5- 

Age at immigration 
0-14 
15-19 
Over 20 

Period of immigration 
Before I946 
&tween 1946 and 1960 

bowledge of official Language 4906.52 4.0038fft 

Language spoken at Home -83,998.74 -0.0464-= 

Constant -$14,627.60 



GbIe 4-2 (Contd.) 
Mode1 2: The Remession of Income on the Base Model dus the Ethnic-Connectedness 

teramon variables. Canada 1 99 I 

Mean Income $30,634-17 
Standard Deviation $22,480.99 

p<.O5; vc.0 I; -<.OO 1, Two-tailed rest 

Source: Statistics Canada, 199 1 Census Canada, Public Vse Microdata Elle on Individuals 

education have a strong positive effect on income, while being female has a strong negative 

effect on income. However, the effffts of sex and a university education have decreased 

slightly in this model, while the effects of variables associated with age have increased in 

statistical si@cance. The least imponant factors contributing to income were found to b e  

Being Catholic, (4 1,130) while having no knowledge of an official languages had a s m d  

negative effkct (-8906) on income. 

The data pertaining to educational anainment and its influence on income indicate 

that compared to the reference category, having a high sch001 education, attaining any type 

of post secondary education has a positive effect on eamings @ost-secondar). non-university 

($5,346), university (3 17,5544)). Attaining less than a high school education has a negative 

effm on earnings (43,986). Xote here that the smallest innuence on earning, e u p d  

through educationai a h e n &  is found in anaining Less than a high school education. 

R d ,  that in this section "ethnicitf' reflects the effects of being in the ethic 
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category and daiming an *ation with the Canadian church. W~th the inclusion of the 

ethnic<o~~~ectedness variables the &kct of k g  from a New European group has become 

statistically non-signilicant as a factor influencing income. On the other hand being from 

Asian/Arabic descent has become positive fator ( $1,330). Thus, those fmm &an/Arabic 

descent cam an acrerage of S 1,330 more per year than does the British reference group. This 

being the case, other factors which are now induded in the model acted to moderate the 

effect of being from Asian/Arabic descent in Model 1. The effects of being of 

Bladr/Caribbean/Cenual and South American and Fmch descendent are still negatively 

-*ated with earnings (-$4,996 and-$1,745 respectively). As such, those of 

BladdCaribbeanf Central and South American descent earn an average oFS4,996 less per 

year than the rderence group. 

Ail the religions spedied have a negative impact on earnings when compared to the 

reference group, Canadian church. The largest negative elfect OCCUR in the category eastem 

non-CMan religion (-$7,394) and the smallest negative effe* occurs in the category beir~g 

Catholic(-$1,430). Spedically, those daiming an affiliation with an eastern n0n-C- 

religion earn an average of $7,394 less per year than reference group, Canadian church while 

those who daim to be Catholic earn an average of S 1,430 less per year than the reference 

P U P *  

The & i  of the interaction terms created to orpress different categories of ethnic- 

comectedness, i.c, ethici-gion, wilI be examined? For those from an Old European 

There were no case§ in the categories Old immigrant*Eastern Non-Christhn, New 
immigrancSEastern N0n-C- or Fmch%stem Non4kbt& W o r e  no 
d c i e n t s  were caldatrd 
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group, being Angiican or United is more bendidal than being either Catholic or having XO 

religion, The effect of being from an OId European group, and daiming to be Protestant, 

is not statistidy significant, as the coacient associated with Old European*Rotestant is 

not stadstidty siwcant. This means that for Old European immiwts ,  the effect of being 

Protestant is equal to the effect of claiming an affiliation to a ~anadian church. The category 

New European*Catholic proves to be statistically non-significant. However, being New 

European*Rotestant and being New European*Xo religion are statistically significant when 

compared to the reference category (New European group and an dEIiation to either the 

Anglican or United church). The categories New European*Protestant and New 

European*!Vo reiigion both have a negative effect on income (-S 1,629 and -3 L ?962 

respectively), while the rderence category, being New European and Canadian church, was 

not natistically ~ i ~ c a n ~  

In the categories created by Asian/Arabi&eligion (Asian/Ara bitXatholic, 

Asian/Arabid"mtat, &ian/Arabic*Eastern Non-Chrisdan, Asian/ArabiPNo religion) 

all coefficients proved to be statisdcally sigrufcant and negative. The reference category here 

is Asian/ Arabic and claiming an affiIiation to either the Anglican or United church The 

most negative effect is related to Asian/ArabieCatholic (-56206) while the Ieast negative 

&ect was found in the category Asian/Arabic*Eastern religion (-S2,413), when compared 

to the reference category. 

BlaJdCaribbean/Centrai and South American and d h h g  an aililiation to the 

Canadian church was the derence category Br BladdCaribbean/CaUaI and South 

American*ReIigion. The results indicate that the catego~y Black/Caribbean/Cenna1 and 

South American*Rotestant was statistically non-signiscant. The categories 
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B[ack/Caribbean/Cenual and South AmericanWaholic and Bhck/Caribbean/Centra[ and 

South American*No Religion were both found to be negatively associated with earnings (- 

$2,375 and -51,353). However, the category BladdCaribbean/Centr;II and South 

American*Eastern Non-Christian religion was statistically significant in a positive direction 

indicating that those who are BladdCaribkan/CentraI and South American and claim an 

Eastern Non-Christian religion are economically better off rhan those 

BladdCaribbean/Centrd and South American daiming any other religious dliiiation, 

including either Anglican or United. 

For the French, the reference religion was also Anglican or United, i.e.. Canadian 

church. Compared to the reference group, all other megoria for the French*reiigion 

(FrenchtCatholic, French8Protestant, French*% religion) were statistically sigdicanr and 

negative. The French the reference category was the least disadvantaged oTaI1. The largest 

negative effect is found to be assodated with French*No religion. 

The data indicate that being foreign born has a moderate negative effect on income 

kS4,424). Immigrating before 1946 was found to have a positive association with income as 

was immigrating between 1946 and 1960 ($1,292 and S 1,676 respectively). Thus, those who 

immipted before 1946 eamed an average of S 1,292 more per year than the native born, 

while those who immigrated between 1946 and 1960 earned an average ofS1,676 more per 

year than the reference group. Recall that the effect of immigrating after 1960 could not be 

calculated as it is a redundant measure of "foreign born." AU categories of 'age at 

immigration" proved to be stadstically s igdknt  and positively assodated with income. The 

largest influence in the age categoria was found to be for those who were &over 20" when 

they immigrated ($4,4 10). As mentioned above, having no knowledge of an official Ianguage 
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proved to have a very small &ect on income. Howwer, speaking a language other than an 

oftiad one in the home has a moderate negative effect on income (-83.948)- 

SuArmarg of &I 2: 2 h  ~ - G ~ ~  M d i  

To summarize, in this model, as in the tim model, the effects of age, sex, and 

anaining a university degree were found to be the most influential factors with regard to their 

effect on income. A p n ,  the effect of sex (and age? was negative, while the effens of age and 

anaining a university education were positive. Being from a New European group and 

claiming an afEEation to a "Canadian church" was found to be statistidy non-sigrulicant. 

Therefore, this category is not statistically different than the reference group with regards 

to income. The interaction terms which represented ethnic-connectedness were d 

determined to be statistically signiscant with the exception of the terms for Old 

European*Rotestmt, Xew Europeanfcathoiic, and BIaddCaribbean/Cennai and South 

Ameri&Rotestant. The d c i e n t s  lor these interaction turns were not sntistically 

signiscant when compared to the derence group. Given these d t s  it can be assxted that 

there is a stadstically d@cant contribution to the variance accounted for in income by 

induding measures of ethicamectedness to the model. This shows that when the 

definition ofethnicity is redefined by adding religion, a better understanding is attained with 

respect to the compldes  of ethniaty, and its influence on income. 

M d 3 :  ~ ~ - c ~ ~ c m d S t x M ~  

Recall from  model 2 that, due to the i n t d o n  terms created for ethoidty.rrligioa, 

the categories Old Europan, New Eumpcan, Asian/Arabic, BladdCaribbeadCennaI and 
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South American, and Fmch only to individuals in these ethnic groups who daim an 

affiliation to a Canadian church. .Model 3 includes those same interaction terms but also 

indudes the interaction terms for seufethniaty, sex+eligion, se,x?education, and 

dknowledge of official language. Given these new interaction terms, the e h k  calrgmGr 

(OId European, New European, etc.) refer only to nm of that particular ethnic origin who 

claim an afliktion to a Canadian c h d .  For all of the categories within "religion," the 

results represent the effect for men only. For exampie, "Catholic," under the category 

religion, den only to Catholic men. The value - * a t  with women is given by 

"FemaleSCatholic". However, this d u e  can only be compared to the counterpan within the 

category. For example, FemaleSCa&olic can only be diredy compared to Catholic; in order 

to compare to the reference p u p ,  the value for Female42atholic and the value for Catholic 

must be added together- This new value will give a direct comparison to the reference group, 

which in this case would be male Anglican or United- So, with this model, direct 

c o m ~ n s  on be made between men and women of the same group (For instance 

Catholic) as well as comparisons to the reference group, Canadian church. 

Rderring to Table 4-3, .W 3, in addition to the d t s  for the repsion equation 

which regresses income on the variables of the base model, those associated with ethnic- 

comectedness as well as the interaction tern created for gender, i.e., &education, 

d t h n i a t y ,  sex%digion, dknowiedge ofoBiciaI language) are presented The results for 

this modd show that this population consisted of 5,845,227 individuals, and that for this 

group the average ineome was 530,926. Also, when compared to maid  2 this modd 

accounts for 228% (Rk0.2282) of the d c e  in income, an added increase of .43% 

(0.0043) in the variance explained, which is si@cant at an alpha kvd of -00 1. 





l 'hc Heuitssinn d Income on tho Hase Mcwlel. Euic~Connec*ted~~cm Varial)les. and Ctcndrr lntcrartinn Terms. 
u d a  1991 

Regression Rc:grcssion Hqression Regression Regression Regression 
Variable Name Cmflicient Cocllicient Coenicicnl Cattficient Coeficient Coeficient 

Rcltglon 
Catholic -3 1,272.2 1 -0.028 1 *** -5 l,l30.50 -0,0246ftl -82,075.03 -0.045 1- 
Pratestarjt 32,42 1.75 -0.038 1 " -$2,397.37 -0,0368#* -82,842.65 -0.0436'+' 
Eastern Non-Christian -$4,68 1.77 -0.0233**@ -87,394.99 -0.03 78"' -89,736.99 -0,0498*m 
No Rcligion t1,511.85 - 0 . 0 2 i W ~  -8 1,430,90 -0,0200- -$3,269.07 -0.0462*L* 

Old Eu ropeanLCat holic 
Old Europcan*Protes~an t 
Old European*No Religion 

New Euro~)rcan'Catholic 
New Euro~xan*Protestan t 
New Europcan@No Keligioi~ 

Asian /Aral>ic@Cathalic 
Asian/Arabic*Protcslant 
Asian /Arabic*lSastt.rn 

Non-Christian 
Asian/Arabi(*No Religion 
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Examining the d t s  in Table 4-3 @idel 3) and disregarding the effectp of the 

interaction terns for the time king, it is found that the most signismt factors & i i g  

income are the Pame as in Models 1 and 2: age (0.9370, age2 -0.7863 ), scu (-0.3827, 

5 17,569]), and the attainment of a university education (5 19333). Again, age and attaining 

a university education have a m n g  positive S e c t  on income, while sex has astrong negative 

aaect on income However, in this model, as oppoxd to in r W e i  2, the dfms of soc and 

a university education have slightly increased. The least influential factors contributing to 

income, overlooking the &em of the interaction terms, were found to be the same as those 

@ed in W e l 2 :  immigrating to Canada before 1 946 had a small positive effect (8 1,260) 

belonging to a New European group (-!I7 16). 

Much of the data in Model 3 is similar to that exhibited in Model 2. For instance, 

the values reported for all but the university category of education, those reported for all 

ethnic-connectedness variables (excluding BlacWCaribbeanICentral and South 

Arnerican8Religion), being foreign born, age at immigration, period of immigration, and 

knowledge of official language are all very simikr to those values expressed in Model 2. A 

moderate difference is found in the influence of a university education (hm 3 14,7 16 to 

S 17,569), and the interaction term for BladdCaribbean/Central and South 

American8Rotestant is now statistically signiscant at the 0.00 1 Ievd (recall that in Model 2 

this interaction term was not statistically significant). The elfms of alI the religion categories 

have altered as have the effects of all ethnicity categories. 

Recall that the categories within religion now represent the effect for males ody and 

that they are directly comparabIe to the derence categosy Angiicanfirnited mal& For 

religion, all of the values increased in their negative di Thus, it can be asserted that the 
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inclusion of the sex terms moderate the effect of religion on earnings. In other words the 

effect of sex on income varies across the categories of religious groups. The stan- 

regression coefficients among the categories within religion are all s i m k .  However, the 

largest negative effect is associated with daimingan affiliation to an Eastern religion (-89,736), 

and the d e s t  negative effect is reported by those who daim an agili;ltion to a Catholic 

church (-32,075). So, those who claim an affiliation to an Eastern non-Christian religion 

earn an average of 39,736 less pcr year than do those who claim an &tion to either the 

Anglian or United church, while those who claim an affiliation to the Catholic church earn 

an average of $2,075 less per year than the derence group. 

When interpreting the coefficients for the ethnic categories, e.g., Old European 

immigrant group, New European immigrant group, it must be kept in mind that the 

cdcients rrfu only to those within the reference category who are male and Canadian 

church. This is due to the interaction terms which were created to capture the ~ u e n c e  of 

the different religious categories and the effects of sex Referring now to &ethnicityw and its 

e f f i  on income, the data shows that all categories olethnidty are negatively associated with 

income when compared to the reference category, mala of British descent. That is to say 

that Angiicanmnited males liom an Old European immigrant group, a Xew European 

immigrant group, Asian/Arabic, BladdCaribbean/Ccnaa1 and South American, or French 

will have lower mrnings when compand to Angiicanmnited males from British ancestry. 

The SmaUest negative effect on income was reported by those beionging to a Xew European 

immigrant group (-$7 16). The iargest negative influence on income, when compared to the 

reference p u p ,  was shown to cdst for t h e  coming h m  BW-%bcan/Cenaal and 

South American dscent @$9,585). Thus, the results indicate that there is a marked 
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difference in income based on ethnic origin. 

With respect to ethnic-coanectedness, the only coetfidents which exhibited a notable 

change in value occur in BWCaribbean/Central and South AmericanWgion. 

Spcdfically, changes were apparent in the categories ofBIack/Can'bbean/Central and South 

AmericdPmtestant, where the category is now stadstically significant (-8582) and in the 

category Black/Caribbean/Central and South American8No Religion, where the category 

is now signiticant at the .01 alpha level, instead of at the .OO L alpha Level. 

An examinadon of the coeffiaent for e x  reveals that compared to males who are 

British, belong to either the United or Angfican church, who have a high school education, 

and who speak Engtish or French at home, their female counterpans on d dimensions, earn 

an average of 5 17,569 less per year. 

The data indicate that ail the interaction tenns created for sex, i-e., sceeducation, 

sdethnicity, x M g i o n ,  &knowledge of official language, are all si@cant. This 

indicates that the dfects of education, etbnicity, religion, and having knowledge of an oEcial , 

Ianguage are different for women than for men. 

Looking at the effect of deducatioa on income, the unstandardized regmiion 

c d a e n t s  are all negative. This indicates bat women do not benefit as much from an 

advanced education as men, and Wemore, that they suffer greater finanad losses than 

men for not completing at Least a high schooI education. Notably, the data indicates that 

men, and women, with some form of post-secondary degree or diploma earn more, on 

average, than do men with a high school education, Women with some form of a upost- 

secondary non-university" degm or diploma earn, on a v e e  535 1 less per year than their 

male counterparts. University educated women earn an average of 53,893 less than their 
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male university educated counterparts. However, women who have "Les than High School" 

earn $266 less per year than their male counterparts. Thus, we can see from these results 

that women and men benefit in the same general pattern relative to their educational 

attainment, but that women do not benefit economically to the extent that their mde 

counterparts do. However, it should be noted that women do benefit greatiy from a 

university education. They just don't benefit nearly as much as do their male counterpaw. 

Referring now to religion and its impact on income, the results indicate that ali the 

unstandardized regression c&cients For men are negative, while all unstandardized 

regression coficients for women are positive. This indicates that for men, "religion," across 

all categories presmted in the model, has a greater negative effect on income than it does 

for women. That is, women are not dected, economically, as negatively by their religious 

diliarions as are their male counterparts. In fact, the data indicate that "Catholic" women 

and women with "No Religion" fare better than their male counterparts. When all other 

factors are held constant, "Catholic" women, e m ,  on average, 557 more per year, and 

women with "Xo religion" earn, on average, $944 more per year, hthan the reference group. 

The results indicate that the uwtandardized regression coefficients for religion and 

ethnidty are negative for men, while br women the unstandardized regression cd~c ien t  

values are positive. In this case, a dirm comparison between sex?ethnicity and ethnicity is 

comprised ofa comparison between women of that particular ethnic origin and mala of that 

particular ethnic origin who have an affiliation to the An@can/IJnited church. This is due 

to the fact that the effect of the other religions has been taken out and is accounted for by the 

interaction terms related to ethnic-co~enedness. For males all ofthe repsion coeficients 

am negative, while for females all the regression coefficients are positive. This indicates that 
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women are not as negatively e f f d  by their ethnic origin as are men when looking at the 

effect of ethnidty on income. h fact, what is quite interesting is that women from a new 

immigrant group and women who are of Asian/Arabic descent make more money, on 

average per year, than does the reference group (British-Angli~an~aited- males) when all 

other factors are conmUed for. Yew immipt group women earn an avenge of S 1,955 

(32,67 1.68 - $7 L 6.34) more per year than the refiererice group, while Asian/Arabic women 

earn an average of S4,773 (36,653.05 - S 1,879.14) more per year than the reference group. 

Referring briefly to the &m of language practices and acquisition, i.e., language 

spoken at home and knowledge of an official language, on income, the r d t s  indicate that 

both of these variables negatively impact earnings. Speaking a language other than Engiish 

or French in the home has a negative impact on income (-53,849). Hoiding all other factors 

constant, men with no knowledge of one of' Canada's oKad languages earn an average of 

$2,242 iess per year than those who do have knowledge. Women with no knowledge of one 

of the oficial languages are not as negatively effected by their status, earning only $6 15 less 

per year than the reference group. 

S m m q  of L+Iodci 3: E h k - c ~ c ~  catd Sa 

To summarize, in this model, as in the Model I and kfodet 2, the dms of age, 

gender, and anaining a university degree were found to be the most innuentid factoa with 

regard to their effkct on income. Again, the effect of sex (and age? was negative, while the 

&ects of age and attaining a university education were positive. 

The interaction terms provided to represented ethnic-co~ectednes were all 

determined to be statistically significant with the exciusion of the categories "old 
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immigranPhtestant,'' and "new immigranPCatholic-" These interaction terms proved be 

statistically insignificant compared to the reference p u p .  

As well, the interaction terms created for sex and education, s e x  and ethnicity, suc 

and religion, and sex and knowledge of an official language were also determined to be 

stadstidy significant with no e~ceptiom- Thus, it can be condudd that the effect of 

religion, ethnicity, education, and having knowledge of an ofliaai language is diffmnt for 

women than it is for men, 

S u m m a r y d f ~  

For each of the models presented in this study, the results consistently indicate that 

age, sex, and a university education are the most imponant factors iduencing income. 

Specifically, in every model, age and anaining a university education have a positive &kt 

on income, while sar consistently has a negative effect on income. Furthermore, data 

consistently indicate that ethnicit); and religious afliliations with other than the Canadian 

church, also have a negative effect on total income. 

In Modd 2 the results added fUnher support to the Kalbach's d o n  regarding the 

complexity of ethniuty, by showing that different religious pathways were more beneficial 

for some ethnic groups than for othexs. Introducing echnc~rdiffous variabIes into the base 

modd made a statistically significant contribution to the explanatory power of the modeL 

Thus, it can be ascertained that integration is not a d o r m  proas,  but rather it is governed 

by the complexities of ethno~dgious combinations T h y  there are ethno-religious 

diffkmnceswith regard to the most slccessfid paths ofasimhtioa and integration, depending 

oa ethnic backgmmd and religious aflihtion. 
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Model 3, with the indusion of the sex interaction terms, showed that the pnmss of 

W a t i o n  and integtation not only varies according to ethnereligious groupings, but also 

varies with regard to sa. These results indicate that all ofthe factors included in the analysis 

do not affect men and women equally or in the same direction. These models show that men 

and women do not experience the same adnntages and disadvantages. 

The thm mod& presented in this study demonstrate the many different existing 

pathways to asidation and integration, depending on ethnidty, religious aililiation, and 

gender. Also, these mod& address the complexities associated with the definition of 

ethniaty what it means to be ethnic 



3awnEum 
SUMMARY AND CONCLLfSIONS 

This chapter summarizes the Gndings of this study and diswses the implications of 

sex and erhno-religious cWerences regardingsodoeconomic integration in Canadian sodety. 

SmnrnPrJr 

It was consistently the case, with all thm of the models presented in this study, that 

the variables age, sex, and having a university education were the most significant factors 

with regard to iduencing income. In addition age and having a university education were 

a positive influence on income while being female, was a negative one. 

As expected, when all other factors were controlled for, both erhniuty and religion 

were found to be statistically significant factors negativdly affkthg income. Every one of the 

religious groups identified in this study were &ected in a negative manner when compared 

to the C d a n  churches (the reference group). Relatively speaking, church membership 

in other than the Canadian churches was a handicap to earnings Surprisingly enough, 

however, the effects of religion were not as negative for women as they were for men. In 

every case, women's earnings were not aEected as negatively by their religious &iations as 

were m a  In some cases (Catholic and no reiigion), w c ~ ~ e n  a m d y  Fared better than men 

who had an atEliation to a Canadian church (the reference group). Perhaps women earn 

some son of benefit from church networks. Perhaps church affiliations hdp them End jobs 

or help "make ends m a "  However, both men and women with diIiations to Eastem none 

Christian religions were the most detrimentally effected by their reiigioa, 



73 

Thir roKarth indicates that ethnicity affected income negatively. However, the effect 

was not a uniform one acmss categories of ethniaty. Just as with religion, the s e c t  of 

bdonging to each group was diaerent &ing ethnic is not a homogeneous category or 

description. W~thout the effect of the echniuty and religion, the least negatively affected 

group were the new immigrvlt group. The most negatively alfected group was the 

BWCaribbean/CenaaI and South Americans. Once again women were not as negatively 

affected by their ethnic status as were their male counterparts. For women, both new 

immigrant group and Asian/Arabic women fared better than British males when all other 

k o a  in the equation were controlled for. 

Being foreign born, speaking a language other than English or French in the home, 

and having no knowledge of one of Canada's official languages all had negative effects on 

earnings. However, for women the dfm of not speaking one of Canada's official languages 

was not as negative as it was for their male counterparts. This may be because of the 

occupations women tend to populate. Furthennore, women may look for work within the 

network of the ethnic group, which would also explain why they are not as negatively 

affected by ethnidty or religion, but do not gain as much from an education. Perhaps for 

women of d ethnic groups, the rral negative still come from trying to infiltrate the 

public workforce. A more specific account of occupation would be beneficial to gain more 

iaslght into this Ending. 

Another unexpected finding occurred with age at immigration. The data here 

indicated that, when all o t h a  tictors in the equatioa were controIIed for, no category of "age 

at immigration" was negatively associated with income. This could be due to the fact that 

most of the immigrants in this study immigrated aftu 1960, and thdore entered Canada 
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under the point system, and were therdore more highly educated than the n;ldve-bm 

British reference group. 

Once the sex interaction terms were introduced into the equation, the values for 

religion, ethnidty, and knowledge oFan official languqe all increased in their negative value. 

This indicates that sex was moderating the ef fm for men in these categories. Thus, the 

results varied for women and men. 

With respect to the data penaining to the French it should be mentioned that the 

results could be affected by issws of regionalism. As most individuals of French ancestry in 

Canada reside in the province of Quebec, the regional economy, politics unemployment 

me, could effect this group unilaterally with no indication or fallout to the rest of the 

Canadian population. It would be interesting to pursue a regionaiised analysis of assimilation 

and socioeconomic integration. 

.MobiB~ P a h  

The r d t s  support E;aibach and Kalbach's assertion (l995a. 199%; Wbach and 

Richard, 199 La, 199 I b, 1991c 1990b, 1985a, L985b, 1980) that there is a dimension called 

ethnic-connectedness and that this can add to our understanding of assimilation and 

integration. With the exception of Old European *Rotestant and New European Katho tic 

all of the interaction terms created for ethic-comectedness were found to be statistically 

significant. Furthermore, the data supported their suppositions that diaerent pathways are 

more s u d d  for some than for others. That is to say that there is no one way to gain 

upward mobility for all immigrants. So, there are differences between the different pathwar 

provided with regard to the "'' or most successfd ways to assimilate. For eample, aiI 
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groups benefit from J;liming an *ation to the Canadian churches (Angfiun and United). 

However, old immigrant group Rotestants e.qxrience some upward mobility, as do new 

immigrant group Catholics. 

Recall that Kalbach and Wbach (1991b:145) examined three potential mobility 

paths to assimilation in heir research. The mobility path were related to ethnic- 

connectedness. For each ethnic group, a different ethnic-religious affiliation combination 

would effect the success of sodoeconomic mobility and integration. Wbach and Mbach 

identified three potena J pathx 1) the ethnic church, 2) the mainline Canadian churches, and 

3) having no preference for any religion or church. As reviewed in the literature, Kalbach 

and Kalbach discovered that the same path was not the most or least beneficid for each 

ethnic group. In other words, diIfering groups found different paths to be more beneficial. 

Thus, not one path is best for all ethnic groups. 

Referring to hide1 3 (which included all variables and interaction terms) for the 0 td 

European immigrant groups, the best path of ashiladon was associated with being a 

member of an Old European immigrant group and daiming an afftliation to either the 

Canadian church or the Rotestant chwch. Nthough neither one was equal to the reference 

group, each did fare better than the other ethni&eligious categories specified in this ethnic 

category. For those from New European immigrant groups the best paths to assimilation 

proved to be having an diihtion to either the Canadian church or the Catholic church. 

Equally disadvanqpus were the Ektestant church and having no retipious aiWiation. 

For those from AdanIArabic ancestry the most succesPful path to assidation and 

economic mobility, ir., sodoeconomic integration, was with the Canadian &urches foilowed 

by the Eastern Non-ii~l churcEles. The least s u c c d  path was with the CathoIic 
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church. Compared to the reference group, those of BlacWCaribbean/Centrat and South 

American were most successll when aflibted with the Canadian churches followed by the 

Eastern non-Christian religions. Once again, as with those oCAPiaa/Arabic d-t, be 

most unsuccessful mobility path was associated with the Catholic church. Lastly, for those 

of French ancestry the most successfid path to economic mobility was associated with an 

affiliation to the Canadian churches followed by the Catholic church. 

Thus, this analysis found that for dl groups, one of, if not the most, advantagenus 

path to economic mobility, and therefore to socioeconomic integration, was to have an 

affiliation with one of the Canadian churches. 

There are several possible reasons why the d t s  attained in this study could vary 

from previous research. One of the primary, and most obvious reasons as to why the results 

of this analysis vary somewhat could be amibuted to the different statistical methods used to 

analyse the data. While much of the Kalbachs' work used cross-tabulation, this rrsearch 

used regression analysis. Using regression analysis enabled statistical control of several more 

factors at once. This allowed for some control of possible spuriousness rendering the 

unobwucted influence each individual variable had on the dependent miable. 

Furthermore, while the Kalbachs' p r d d  to select a monetary cut mark point (either 

$25,000 or $50,000), m d o h ,  which represented the point at which economic mobility was 

mprmed, in this mtdy ail variables were compared to the mean income of the reference 

group Thus, a comparison of means was done. That is, this study performed a direct 

comparison to the mean wages of the reference p u p  for each category. Therefore, alI 

variables were compared to the mean of the refierence group. Furthermore, this study 

controlled for the effects of age, sex, education, digion, ethnicity, and several interaction 
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terms, to calculate the effect of ethnic-comectedness and sex on income. Thus, the effect of 

ethic-connectedness and sac were calculated while controlling for other factors. 

While this study used individual income as the dependent variable, the work of 

Kalbach and Kalbach (or Richard) used " h d y  income" as the dependent variable. Also, 

in the fkral model (Model 3) the mean income was caiculated to be just shon of $3 1,000 

doNan with a standard deviation ofjwt over $22,000 (recall that in the work of Kalbach and 

Kalbach the income cut oE was o h  either 525,000 or $50,000 per annum). As such, 

approximately 68 percent of the incomes within this population were beriveen $9,000 and 

553,000 dollars per m u m .  So, an income undu $9,000 or over $53,000 per year would 

be one standard deviation, in either direction, away from the mean income of this 

population. 

Gnukim 

Surprkingiy, women were not lound to not be as negatively aRcected by their religion 

or ethnicity when compared to their male counterparts. On the other hand, women did not 

bm&t as much Gwn their educational attainments as did their male counterparts. The 

results indicated, at the time oT the 199 1 Census, that all ethnic groups were economically 

hdvantapd when compared to the British. 

It is obvious that Canada stilI has a way to go in regard to the equal opportunities 

experienced by ethnic minorities and women. It is a h  obvious from this study that being 

an "immigrant" or a %oman* are not homogeneous daaifcations. The process of 

asshnilation and integration is not a simpk one. And it cannot be & e d y  cypiained for 

all ethnic groups in a cookie-cutter fashion. The experiences of ethnic groups in Camla, 
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and the path best d t e d  with a smooth transition into the h a t  sodety, is complex and 

varies aaoss ethnicities and between men and women. 

With the inclusion of sex in this study, the rsults indicated that men and women do 

not have the same immigration experience. Furthennore, these results might somehow reveal 

that women share more in common with one another than they do with their male 

counterparts. Are there gmdered pathways to assimilation? Is the process assodated with 

assidation and socioeconomic integration a gended one? Do men and women differ in 

the ways in which they utilize their networks to assure their succasful integration? Or are the 

established networks themselves gendered? These and other questions could be the subject 

of fbture research. 

Future research could be expanded by controlling for facton such as regionalism. A 

more s p d c  examination olthe home life, including marital status, ethnic origin of spouse, 

digious denomination of the spouse, the presence ofchildren, form of daycare, number of 

people Living under one household, and external family responsibilities, e.g., taking care of 

dderiy parents, could shed some light into cultural and or gender differences. Additional 

vaciabIes which could control for more variation in the analysis might indude: number of 

we& worked, days of absence fmm work in the pan year, frequency of church attendance, 

number of family members who are aIso in Canada, educated here or in their country of 

origin, occupation, and number of membvs in the househ01d working outside the home. 

ExpIoration with uncollapsed ethnic categories could shed some light into po66ibIe 

new groupings based on shihities between the host country and the country oforigin. An 

index could be constructed to represent the degm to which cultures are similar or diEacnt 

Perhaps the immigrant groups should be chdied according to the similarities present 
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between their country of origin and the host culture. Perhaps the diflidtia in asshilation 

and integration are linked with how much they have to adapt. A point or scale could be 

consaucted which would measure the extent of hilarity between Canada and the origin 

country. The variables used in this research could be used on a scale to compose the index. 

S i t i e s  based on, religion, political system, education system, language, i.e., Romance, 

Germanic, Hellenic, economic system, average education I d ,  historical ties . As such, one 

would expext those who immigrated from the United Kingdom, the United States, Ausda ,  

and New Zealand, to have the least amount of trouble a s k d a ~ g .  And, tests could be 

conducted to see if individuals from these nations have an easier time assimilating and 

integrating. 

The possibilities are numerous in this area of research, and as Canada has made a 

commitment to m u l t i c u l e ,  there is no doubt that Wer research is needed. Canada 

is nill a vertical mosaic where opportunities are not offered to everyone equally. 

Understanding the challenges faced by men and women of varying ethnic groups will enable 

Canada as a country, Canadians, and immigrants to better adapt to, and understand, the 

struggies faced by this country. 
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