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purpose and intent

With the return of The Forks lands to the Province of Manitoba, the City of Winnipeg,
and The Forks North Portage Partnership the future of the site is dependent upon
an overall urban design strategy for new development. This MDP is a conceptual
design proposal that suggests a governance for the programmatic usages and place-
ments of this development,

The Forks is 56 acres of historically significant land, This proposal looks at the
opportunities of introducing sustainable concepts that add new uses to the exist-
ing environment in such a manner that allows the opportunity to work, live and
play in one place, My recommendations are based on scholastic planning experi-
ence and my familiarity with the site,

Development at the Forks occurs on a project by project basis, As a result there
are some problems posed by each new situation making it difficult to accommo-
date future proposals. It seems logical that an overall scheme would help elimi-
nate some of these problems, My objectives are simply: to introduce a more
sustainable concept through mixed uses, add opportunities for more effective use
of the environment and thirdly to link the site to the rest of the downtown,
Presently the site is hidden from major landmarks that surround the site and has
the potential of placing The Forks more firmly within the larger urban context, All
three objectives require an extensive look at various design elements, such as
mixed uses, public space, outdoor activity space, and indoor places, as well as an
efficient movement and circulation systems.

method

This MDP was developed primarily as a conceptual representation that attempts to
solve broader problems that exist at the Forks site, Chapters One, Two and Three
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fia- 43 Chicago's Michigan Avenue adjacent to Grant Park - Internet Docu-

ment, Chicago Imagebase, www,uic,edu;80/depts/ahaa/imagebase/
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fig: 45 The warehouse Type - computer model and sketch by author.
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fla: 47 pesign transitions - sketch by author,

fis. 48 The design concept - sketch by author.

fia. 49 ) ocation of the rail berm - sketch by author,

fig. 0 The rail berm - photos by author,

fig. 51 Residential design, Berlin - sketch by Chad Oberg,
fis. 2 gerlin - photo by Chad Oberg.

fig. 53 Berlin - photo by Chad Oberg,
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fi3. 5 proposed Landuse - computer graphic by author,
fia. 55 Existing physical connections and linkage - sketch by author.

fia. 36 proposed physical connections and linkage - computer graphic
by author.

fig- 57 ) acation of nodes - sketch by author,

fig- 58 Northern node - computer model by author,

fig- 59 ynion Station node - computer model by author,
fig 60 Southern node - computer model by author,

fig. 83 The proposed pedestrian environment - computer graphic by
author,

- %2 Proposed open space - computer graphic by author,
fig. 63 Entrance #4 - photo by author,
fig. 6 Entrance #3 - photo by author,

fig- 65 Entrance #2 - photo by author.
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1.2 background to the forks

From the land patterns of the Native Precontact era to Current Development pat-
terns, one observes a lack of recognizing the historical significance of the Forks
through its adhoc development, However, the expansion of the CNR in 1905 likely
has the most profound impact, When the rail berm was constructed it closed all
visual linkage to the Forks site and created a definitive edge, As a result, the Forks
‘meeting place’ and active waterfront were cutoff from the rest of downtown
Winnipeg. Even though the CNR began moving its operations out it was not until
1988 that this pattern of use changed when the lands were converted from private
to public ownership.

In spite of the opportunity this presented, the lands met with many unsuccessful
attempts at redevelopment of the area, “However, in 1987 the Federal and Provin-
cial Governments and the City of Winnipeg approved a development mandate for
the Forks Renewal Corporation. The Forks Renewal Corporation (FRC) then pro-
duced the phase one concept and financial plan, a 20 year plan which directed the
first 5 years of the Forks development.” The FRC, now The Forks North Portage
Partnership, now has a front seat in the future development of Winnipeg’s most
historic junction,

Concurrently, Parks Canada was able to develop a 9 acre greenway along the water-
front in order to maintain the rivers’ edge,

The Centre for Environmental Design Research and Outreach believes that The
Forks site has the potential of being “the front porch of Winnipeg..., a jewel in the
crown of riverfront and open space,..” The site has the potential for creating its
own pattern for future devetopment. For too long has the site been isolated from
the activity of downtown,

soe figure 5
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2.2.5 commitment to design excellence
Design excellence achieved through special lighting techniques, parking

gardens and child friendly environments,

2.3 Projected Development

The Forks North Portage Partnership is committed to acknowledging current pro-
posals for the site, At present there are suggestions for a cinema complex, eco-
village, docking facilities and a restaurant pub, **

The Forks North Portage Partnership has also outlined a schematic for ‘develop-
ment character, as seen in figure 15, Area One should be characterized as a
higher density mixed use buffer, while Area Two is general mixed use, Area Three
should be maintained as a permanent festival site and green space, while Area
Four is kept for riverside park with the addition of river uses such as a marina,
ampitheatre and boat basin. The Eco-Village (a sustainable residential housing
complex) would be placed near the water and the cinema complex in Area One
next to the higher density uses, Other proposed uses include a seniors complex in

Area Two next to the Festival Park,

14

sae figure 15,16
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fig.28B existing landmarks
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1ig.27 historica) context and gateways
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1ig.30 exiating vegetation

fig.29 existing grids

4

us
== ko

a3

25



2€ oinby) oas

LE oinByy sas

9C

‘umojumop ayj Jo
3581 33 pue 3)1s dY) uIaMIaQ UoL3IBUL0D JeatsAyd ayy pue “Juatudojanap pasodosd
40 sIseq Joype ayy ‘sIBWWINS J0Y Pue SIBJUM Pod sE YIS stotypuod jeuoseas
03 aunsodxa 3jts ‘1auseq Wiaq jiel ayy se sbulLy yans apnpauy sjuLensUod s yo4 ay|

"0
03 JIMLYLP 003 ate SHULRIISUOD 3y} Bsnedaq padojaAsp J0u ale seaje ulend) *bul
-A10s Wwajqoid 1o euajus ayy aw0Iaq SJULLNSUOI 343 3eyy puy ybiw 1oubyisap ay)
‘dueipuy e Jo abejueape ue se pajaidiajut Jayye aq ued s)uensuoy ‘uotsued
-X3 JUaWdo]aAIPaL 104 YioMaWeY © saystiqe)ss osje sjutensuod ays Bulkyuapy

SIUIRIISUOD O)iS p'Y

“‘awayds JuawdoldAapal ay3 ojul
Agunpoddo yunoy e sbuugq osje Syledipue) Jeau uoledo] ss ay| ‘padojarap
AMuauna st aus ay3 Jo 1apenb auo Ajuo ‘Aipay) *aduasaid jeinyind pue 1eauolsiy
Buons e sey 31 ‘Ajpuodag siaAs auloqiuissy pue pay ayj Jo dudbIAUCY ayy
Je uoi3edo] syt st Aunyioddo Arewid ayy ‘saitunpoddo Auew sey ajts s y104 ayj

‘uawi
-dojaAsp Jo uogzenuacued pue adf; ay3 ajuanyul o3 spua) ajis ayy jo uoydasad
pue 3uapsadxa siaubisap ayy alaym ‘solteuas ubisap o Jaquinu jseA e 10y sagyuny
-10ddo 104 eualud ayy ystiqeysa 03 Jaubisap 3Y3 sa)qeua 3 ‘uotsuedxa Jtrauidoyea
~9Pal 104 jiomawey e ystiqelsa 03 pasn aq ued satunpoddo syts jo Kiojuaauy uy

soijiunyioddo eyis g'p



Le

sensuos oys z¢ By sonunisoddo aye ¢e B

H :
i




8¢

‘pasapisucd aq osje pjnoys ueyd
3d3su03 ay) pue ued anyaidizjug abeuaH ay3 Aq yuof 1as sadiduud ayy se jjam
Se saunaping uawdojarag pue buluueyd iayy pue salalod butping s diysiaupey
abepiog YloN syi04 ay) ‘payiiuapt usaq aAey sjuLenisuod pue sapjiunyoddo sogts
343 jo uoyenteas ybinoioyy e bumoyjoy 1ayye Ajuo ugbaq pinoys ssasoud ubjsap ay)

ssevo.d ey} Buiuiwiselep g'p



62

‘Juawdolarap 10) seseyd Bujysyjquise

‘Juatidojanap s jjesano 1oy sojdjsupd Bupysjjqeise

‘SJuBWaINb
-3 ubtsap Aunwwo) 3)qeuteisng pue diysiauptey abeuog yiiop syoq 3y} ‘ueyy
aAnadiajuy abejuay ay3 uo paseq juatudojanap 1oy seAf3oefqo Bujysyiquise

‘Juawdojaasp ainyng 1oy Bugseyd pue saydiduud ubisap ‘sanyaafqo Y3 Jo uopess
“PIsu03 e sapnpaut 333f0id s1y3 Jo 3xa3u0a aly Ut JtawdojaAap mau Joy auiwel6osd v

‘saAl39[qo pue saydisuud ayy spoddns
3 383 yons ubisap ayy Bunuawejdwy o SPOYIBW 3A1I3Ya Isow YY) S1apIst0d
wawdojanap jo Buiseyd ay) ‘ued 193sew e oy pasnbay sjuaWala ayy auipno
'53A1323[qo aro0qe ayy uo paseq Uu33q aAey yaym ‘seydioupd ayy ‘ubjsap Ayunw
*Wo2 03 Yoeosdde 3)geuteisns aiow e pue s)eob sdiysiaupteq abeyiog Yuop syio04
3U[ ‘ueld aAaIdIajuy aBeyuay syi04 au 40 3U33ut 33 uo sp)ing awwesboid aiyy

swwesbosd ueqin
G 1a3deyn



S¢ 04nb)) oos

YE'EE 94nbyy vas

oe

'$4104 3y3 Jo ssadans ayy Guuns
~Balll Uo 103084 ofew e $aw03q yieg ‘umojumop o3 abeyuy sayls ayy Buaorduny
Yim Aisnotuouriey 3ae 3snw ssadons s 104 uonjedylsiaAlp pue ubisap asn paxily

9IS 3y3 punose pue ‘woyy ‘o3 sabeyuy
9]1SS9008 pue jensiA L30q ulejulew pue ystqeiss 0} Juepoduwy st 31 ‘umojumop
30 3531 343 Yum diysuoriejas says ayy 1aj)e jjim sasn leuoyyippe Jo Juawaeyd ay)

umojumop o3 eBuuy)

‘$599
-INS SAUS aY) o sio3aey buluysp ayy se jeuswsal s,uosuyor pue jaxiey sylo4 sy
Ho siseydwa 3)os ayey pinom Jey) sasn mau 40 pua\q e sannbai syio4 ayg ‘yuol
-dojarspal asn paxiu jeuoyyippe IN0YM d13st1eaIln SWwads adejdiaytew JudLdLYNS
f1as e bunediue pue yted syy Buuiettew Jo 3so0d 3y} '13AIMOY ,,'aeds UBI6
Aisuedxa ayy ugejuiewt o3 ayl pinom Gadiuuipg jJo syuapisal auwos ‘Majewnn

sts 241] QN
ue aq o3 st a1auy Jt ‘sawoy 1tay3 bulpnuy 1ay3o Yaea 0} fwnxord asoyd Aqeuoseas
Ul awy 1133 Jo 30 e puads 3snw Aayy pue ‘pastnbal ase ajdoad jo ssew jeanud
e'*, sqoder ue)y pue preAsyddy preuoq 03 Guipiodoe Mitgeuteisns jo pooynaxy
943 asealdul pinom asn jo Ayisuag ‘Jueptodwy st asn jo Risiaalg *Aeyd pue aay)
“§4om ‘doys 03 uossad e 1og saseyd apn)uL pinoys saspn wsened uodunsuod pue)
ajeudosdde pue Juatoiys alow e ajeald Anenuazod pinod ubysap asn pue) paxiw y

$8000N% @34 40} UONEIYISIGAP puv uBjzep osn pexjw peaocisdu)

seAfioolqo |'g



umaltimop oy eBmjuyy ag ‘B

LE

o8N Jo Uojin|jissenp vg ‘B)y

uBysep esn pexjut gg ‘6yy




r4 _

‘sljam
46y pue spiefnod o Munpoddo ay) ‘MOJ3Q pue dA0qe $19A3] “)aAs) punoib
12 ‘apisino 10 apisul 1aype Burunido S3ADe Butssaldxe Juewiuocsiaue p.g

‘uetnsapad aiy) pue sasnq ‘Jies ‘sajatyan Jo uopsv|nasjo

‘ainuedap pue jeause yloq Buiulep Jo aduepodwt ayj pue sesuvsyue

‘a)s a3 uo syugod
SNoLieA 0} $53200 40 SWLI0) BALjeURY)E puk AjaLieA Bupiago waishs eowds ojjgqnd

‘tolels uojun pue
‘puowelp yjeq ‘aded Jaytew buysixa 343 pue juawidojasap Mau UsaMId| sepou

‘sylewpue) pue ‘umojumop Bulpunouns ) pUETTTTITTTYTE)
Butasixa a3 Y1oq buzuboay seBuyuy| |eaysAyd pue suojyseuucs junsja

*AGojodAy asnoyaiem payipotu 3yl buiznn ‘bt
-Aeid pue Buiay ‘Butyiom 104 s22e1d 4o uoneald ayy bnoiyy uBysep esn poxjw

‘wiaq el a3 buesbajul Aeayidads “Justudojen
~3p3l 10} seale Jo uojeuiurexs YBnoiy) yuewuoajaue Bugsixe oy Bupuiyes

‘diysiauiey abeyiod ypop
3104 ay] jo sjeob ayy aaaiyse o3 jeyua ase sajdiduud buimonoy ayy ‘saipnys aauap
-831d 3y} ut Juasedde ‘sajdiouud bumonoy ayy aurquiod Jm 3dasuos ubisap ayj

sojdisutid uBisep z'g



O€ eunbyy eos

%

"M0110j {)iM SIS J1e3al pue je1dsaw
-Ll03 10§ 3z ayy paysiigelss ate SIUUI3 OM} ISBYY BIUQ *SIUBLILOIALD YIOM

/3A1 pue jenuapisal soj Ajuawe ue S3W03q uing ut sty] ‘uoljeasdal jo sasodind
au3 104 Afeaytaads axts syy o3 aydoad asow Guuig pjnom adeds uaalb pasm3aniys y
'S3sN |1e3a1 pue |etatawiwo)

‘(saoeds uoponpoid opnys pue SBIUBPISEI) JUBWUOLAUD HIOM/3AY VY °E
'saiAnDe spods painjanns Gudnponu) adeds uaalb painjonng ‘2

‘Puno1b aroqe jauuny yaesy omy e se Wiaq jiel a3 Jo Buunjoniysay 't

:Moyjo4 se projun 03 uerd Guiseyd e aasasqo pinoa aug “Juaiidojarap

343 Jo Mngiseay ayy toy pasnbal st ueyd Buiseyd e 2104343Y [ ‘auwny 13A0 ade)d
ey Ajayn Isow m Judwdotansp ‘araMoy ‘AjUNtiWo) 3sn paxi jedol3auny

€ Jo uoisiaoid 3jetpauil ayy 9)qeus pjnom W3yas ubisap ayy Jo juawidojonsp
19 dwod Arewmn Aiessaseu i ueyd butseyd e monoy pinoa jusuidojanapay

Juswdojenep so4 seseyd g'g

.>&.~
-Jenb 100pano pue asn ‘AyAde jo uoneibajul ybnoiy) eouds ueesB pesnyonsys

‘Badiuuim Jo siasn 1ed0) 10) pue Bunisia ‘asey
Butan a1doad 104 burbuojag 4o souepodun butiojuial pue eseyd jo osues y



ve

juoeunidotoncp J0) sosuyd gf ‘B4

L

[oUUy wiasq fes

1

sautis uead _52:"::4

[W\.l) - 1\A .._

a:‘::‘ MIOM/OA]]

s3jn (11101 puR (Uj2Jeawiluog




LE oinby} vos

1

34} ddoutas sbny asoym Auedwod jeoqhing bupoqybiau ayy Aq payoaa st ey
Butaay ays s1 ays ayy jo ssadons U3 03 A3y ayy ,‘sprehdiys bupoqybau ayy jo
SPays pom a3 taim 31quedwod buipying paaauibua ue J0 ddueseadde 3sauoy sy
sey butppeya sseib pue jeyaw yum pajiyul anyonns 33810U0) 3y Ajeinyaaytyaly,
»'S3LUIBY pUe s3snq 1820 BuIAIIS SNt uoleiodsues) e pue stognjlysuy Jeuot}
-eanpa ‘Guisnoy ‘saayyo sapnjaul wawdojaAsp ay), ‘Juoyajem 13AN0DURA YHION
Y3 104 ueid uotyezijelrras e sem 13AN0JURA YUON Ul 39%iel Aenp ajepsuoy ayf

Aenb ejupsuo) - seancousa Yuou

'SI0YSIA pue sjuapisal s3t 10) s3ae)d 1eILOISIY JaYo 0F SassaI04d
butuysp-a1 pue Bupjuial uy PaAj0AUL uBaq aAey pue spieAdiys pue spue 1lel se
Rsnowaxd pajsixa says iy ‘06eaLy) Ul anuaAy uebiydyy se 112M se 'sumo) ejulo)
-He) pue ojuoso] uf sjuoiunogiey ayy ‘Aeny 3]epsuoy s JeAnoduep YuoN apnauy
sajdwexs awos ‘sjusta)d 183L103s1Y 4o Uoileasd-al pue ‘uoljeasssaid ‘udiwdojaa
~3pal 104 53313 ayy 03 ¥oeq pases)a) Uaaq aAey JeL3snpul U0 sealy ‘san)d uelp
-eue) Auew 10j Jnyssadans uanoid sey sjuoyunogiey ueqin Jo Juawdolpaspat ay)

sauosnoqey ueipeun) Buyzijuyiaes

sjuepesesd puwe seainos |'g

saibojodAj jeanmyaeyyose pue aseds weqin
9 so3deya



k)

)"
L

e
— =0 oA

b

Expiaracy

“. -

a0

!
.30-!‘

=

F L)

tig. 37 lonudale quay in north vancouver

36



6£'8g 94nb)y vos

LE

(g€ 'by
29s) a)doad Jo abues aptm e BupIene 104 1e3ua30d ay) aAey sadeid asn paxiw oAy
-V y2,'P3dojaA3p 3q pinoys sasn |euoiieaial pue jeldiauiuo? ‘118391 eiuapisal
3O Xiul € sy aAslyde 03 pue 6uo) 1eak yie aydoad sasnbai juoLIdIeM JURIGIA Y,

95N panujuod 1o} salANIL J00PINO pue Joopuy
J0 pua)q e ainbas Ajjensn sajew> weypeuey ‘spods Jawing se 119M se s3|jlajgoe
Jajuim 100pIno Jo uowanpoijul 3y} sueaw Aqeziasul WasAs adeds sted v Jjuaw
-dojaAap asn paxiw 0 adeds yied aziseyduwa jusutdojarapas juoiyinogiey pinoys

¢2' 39S 33 Jo Auap
-Lins-J1s 8y} 03 sayuny Buinguaued snyy 1033as ajeaud 3y} Aq padojanap aq
03 pue) ay3 pajdadxe toleiodioy Juoinogqiey Iauioj dy) ‘spue) jies ayy dojanap
03 O3uolol ondy pue A ayy ysnd Afnyssanons ) awatpds Ju3wdojaapas siy|

'$10pUI102 M3LA Je1dads apiaoid se Jjam se umojumop o3 sjup isuedy pue ueyy
-53pad ulejutew o3 s)qe si Juoinogaey ayy ‘Remssaidxy aulpien ayy pue spue
el 33 yloq Aq umojumop Buysixa ayy woy papiatp st Woyinoqiey ojuolof ayj

‘sdoys pue sain3aniys asnoyalem leLnsnput ‘aseds ayjo ‘Gujsnoy ajelodioauy
9)s 3y} Jo sasn maN ,,'adeds uado dygnd pue yied o saide gt Buipnduy ‘awayas
Judwdojanspas a10e 06 e pasnponuy juoynoqiey s,03uoto) jo juawdojaAap ay|

JuoINOqILY 2,03u0403



ollIgIux

) u

8t

ooy QUi moqiey ge B

0100103 - Juvtpnogiry g By



Zt oanbyy oos

Lt 04nBy} oos

Ot @.nbyy oos

6t .
(1) Oﬁ ues

noA asja Gutyifue ueyy Ayunwwod J0 3imeu ay) ynoqe Aes o3 asow pey aAey nok
128 3U0 ul ‘adeds Jeas e se 33a13S ay) wie)das noA I, ‘uoLdesdty pue bulAl aafoe
10} dWaYIs ubisap mau, e Je paause Ao 943 JuawuouAud ueuysapad pue 333138
Bugisixe ayy Buyuiyy-as ybnosy| ‘swayas ubisap sty 40 -3sodind ay) sem Juaw
-uollAua Ajpuany ueuysapad e Bugeasn Pue ew vetnsapad s,0961 e bupuaulay

opvuswoad joous payy; 8,83juowi viues - Bus0)) w0

‘uolitpeny pieysio auoysiy s A3 ayy passaidxe
1y} 53313 Auayd Jo smos ayy aduauadxa pue apeuatiosd 03 saaeyd Yym ‘a)qixey
olledaq s3saiys ay) ‘wetbord buydessiaans e PapMUL XIW s1yy ug 10306 Aay ay

sz, RUUNWWIOD 113Y3 Jo
193Ua2 343 841 199 pinom ey} aoeyd e apjaaud PIRoM suotimusut sngnd pue sbuy
“PItng @140 ‘Gujuip Joopno ‘33e)d ayy sano je ojdoay, ‘jusWwuUONALI ueuysapad
€ 91091331 pue uMoUMOD 113Y3 azi|eAdl 0 papiaap MRIA uteunoy 4o Ay ayj

UopuzjjuIiAGs MejA UlIUNOUS - BULOHjus

103084 Buyas urew ayy st ubisap ueqin ybnoiyy pazijeas se soe)d (1)}
40 Ajenb ay) *adeyd jo asuas e PaY0A3 sainponns pue suids ueuysapad ayy pajeny
-3und sainydinas ‘aseds pauyap §921) JuauiaAowt uelysapad padiopual ubisap ay 1

s2'PeAdiys ayy Jo ese auolsty ays buwydayai jje ‘sapeijsnieq pue sainy
-XY 346y ‘s1aned Bujyaopajul Buipmouy 1ep ) ybhoayy passatdxe sem ays ayy
J0 fevosiad ay) “JuswiosAus Bupsixe ayy yum Auzysisuod 1e3U035tY pautey
-utew 333foid ay} ‘eupew jeoq e yum aoeds 3JL440 pue je1UBPISA) Bulquiod 0}
JW3YIs Juauido)aAapal e uamiapun jey piefdiys po ue Ajausiop sem abeyiA euley

eBejpA vupvw 8,08[2UR) ULs - BjUio)uo



114

[A——— 00 2 (o

o

MOA Ujettinow L By

Voo 14y sy

opuuswuosd jeoiis prys zp '8y
ofie))|A wuptmu o By




chicago - michigan avenue and grant park

Grant Park in Chicago represents an interesting transition between Michigan Av-
enue and Lake Michigan. The tands, adjacent to the water, were designated in
1836 as public grounds and would forever remain vacant of any buildings.?® The
public open space has beep formally developed as structured park, Michigan
Avenue has been developed as a mixed use street that creates a “wall” of built
form against Grant Park, The wall is a facade of buildings that create a dramatic
edge and transition to the formal green space.

winnipeg - the forks

The site conditions at the Forks have the potential to combine a number of the
qualities presented in the previous design scenarios, All examples provide a frame-
work for historical re-discovery, the re-development of existing areas for increased
activity and enjoyment, as well as the design of areas vacant of present use.

The Forks site demands a self-sufficient design scheme, Toronto and North Vancouver
achieve this by providing mixed uses and an availability of amenities within close
proximity, The site's historical connection to the rail lands remains prevalent
since the tracks are still in use, as are the Lonsdale Quay tugboats. The site also
requires a pedestrian environment with interactive vehicular movement such as
the Santa Monica example. The placement of built form and a natural park space
requires a transition space that benefits the sites objectives, as in the example of
Grant Park,

41

see figure 43,44
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6.2 architectural typologies

Historically Winnipeg's Downtown is predominantly described architecturally in
terms of the warehouse, as evidenced by the development of The Exchange Dis-
trict, This typology could be further modified for flexibility, light and movement
to meet new conditions for today, The warehouse style could also provide for
linkage to our past,

Flexibility could be achieved through targe volumes (both vertical and horizontal)
that could be customized dependent on use, One could work, manufacture, per-
form specialty services, occupy office space or even live out of such a unit, Spaces
could be accommodated for multiple living, recreation, entertainment or other
activities,

Light could be introduced through the addition of courtyards, light wells or through
terracing of the building form. “The courtyard is a traditional urban type and is
the natural consequence of buildings that follow the street and need natural light-
ing,"

A building type that provides flexible movement inside and outside the building
will enhance a three dimensional environment, A three dimensional environment
is one that offers building movement beyond the horizontal level and introduces
activity at all vertical floors,

The warehouse building form has the potential for all of these qualities as well as
providing a framework for historical interpretation through adaptation,

43

see figure 45
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6.3 design concepts

The design concept evolves from the inevitable relationship between built form

and the natural environment. The site is special and the design concept must

recognize the importance of both the water and the significance of the surround- see figures 4648
ing downtown, The concept responds to the idea of a grand natural space that is

maintained against a dense city edge. The Forks site is unigue because it is

further influenced by the rail corridor, These tracks are historic, they protect the

site but they also cut it off from the surrounding downtown, Therefore, the design

concept must integrate an existing rail berm with a 56 acre green site, The scheme

introduces the significance of transitional spaces, between built form, structured

green space, and finally natural parkland.
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These nodes are anchors for the redevelopment of the rail berm. They could filter
activity from various places like Portage Avenue, Main Street, and Broadway Av-
enue,

Mixed uses for the south node have an emphasis on retail, entertainment, recre-
ation and restaurant space. The north node, on the other hand, is more suited as
a transit focused area, office space environment and a place for temporary accom-
modations,

The nodes are also instrumental in the redevelopment of the rail berm,

7.8 public space

Redevelopment of the rail berm and creating an environment that is pedestrian
friendly requires more than the addition of land uses, Public places are not as-
sembled from the leftovers of built form, instead spaces should be designed first
and buildings second or in unison, for example Grant Park in Chicago, “Buildings
(and other objects that people place in the environment) should be arranged in
such a way as to define (and even enclose) public space, rather than sit in space,"*

“Spaces surrounded by buildings are more likely to bring people together and
thereby promote public interaction.”’ Public spaces enhance gathering, socializ-
ing and activity. A person can promenade, saunter, jog or skate through them,

Public space is a place for observation. Children laughing by the water, women
having tea, men out to lunch and performers playing in the plaza, One way which
the area for public space can be increased is to create additional space at different
levels, These levels of public space would reinforce the built environment and the
relationship with ground level, Indoor public space also helps when cities face a
varying degree of seasonal conditions,

58

see figure 61,62
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Without defining space there is limited sense of place, of belonging, of seif-
gratification, Spaces are designed to be dynamic and carry you through, above,
around and below. The experience of place is the result of colour, texture, scale
and forms. A good urban space is achieved through a thoughtful master plan and
by adding a variety of activity.

7.6 entrances

Arrival and departure are the two most lasting impressions. Have you ever fre-
quented a restaurant where you have been pleasantly welcomed and joyfully wished
upon leaving to continue a fabulous evening? Did you return? The first and the
last observation will win over your return visit,

The Fork's has a variety of entrances and exits, There are back doors, located
along the water's edge, main entrances and places to arrive by water or by foot,
The back doors should exhibit mystery, while the main doors, coming off of Main
Street, should invite, introduce, reveal, offer clarity, promote discovery, interest
and intrigue, Departure should involve a sense of return, re-evaluation, reflection
and re-discovery of the site,

7.7 circulation

Streets are typically designed for mutually exclusive uses such as the roadway for
vehicle traffic while the sidewalk is limited to the pedestrian. Ones that combine
transit modes prevent commonality and promote active vibrant places with chil-
dren catching buses, people crossing avenues and cars circling for afternoon shop-
ping. Chaos is good because it makes people stop and look at their surroundings,

61

see figures 63-70

see figure 71
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Circulation above street level is an important safety and security consideration for
people using the spaces, Circutation is vital for consistent site development and
site variety, The surprise that cap be evoked when you see an interesting space
that requires thinking to reach, The advantage brought by berm development
would be pathways along, above and below the berm, around building composi-
tion, and paths from Main Street and Pioneer Avenue,

“Public circulation systems should be seen as significant cultural settings where
the cities finest products and artifacts can be displayed as in the piazzas of medi-
eval and renaissance cities,”®

7.8 3d environments

A three dimensional environment is one where public space is extended to include
places and uses which are above ground level, Careful design is required to main-
tain quality in the three dimensional environment that would enhance the livabil-
ity and uniqueness of places for human interactions, Three dimensional environ-
ments create dramatic edges and special places which are created within them.
Special places can exist around, underneath and inside the built form.

The built environment is enhanced when defined by landscape, Landscaping typi-
cally enhances the built environment and spaces become places when comprised
of a variety of memorable levels and edges. Therefore, special attention must be
given for all vertical spaces in the 3D environment, Ground level is just as impor-
tant as what happens above, Successful three dimensional environments offer
variety without sacrificing built form and levels of activity,

64

sas figures 72-82
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