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By the end of this session, you should be able to...

• Describe key aspects of an OER that 
should be assessed before use

• Conduct a preliminary search for OER

• Identify key search tools for finding OER, 
openly licensed media, and ancillary 
content

Image by Annett Zobel from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/users/annemazo-2183286/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=3263267
https://pixabay.com/users/annemazo-2183286/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=3263267
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Agenda

• What are OER?

• Openness and Licensing

• Considerations when Searching for OER

• OER Repositories

• Search Tips

• Evaluating OER

• Attributing OER

• Conduct a Search for OER

Handout for workshops: https://bit.ly/ucoerhandout

"Modified Flickr Photo" by Paul Stacey is licensed 
under CC BY 4.0 / A derivative from the original 
work

https://bit.ly/ucoerhandout
https://support.skillscommons.org/home/discover-reuse/finding-more-oers/find-oer/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://www.flickr.com/people/amslerpix/
https://www.flickr.com/people/amslerpix/


Please share:

How have you used OER or how would you 
like to use OER in your teaching?

Is licensing the most important question for OER
by opensource.com is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/opensourceway/6555467293
https://www.flickr.com/photos/opensourceway/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


Open Educational Resources 
(OER) are teaching, learning and 
research materials in any 
medium – digital or otherwise –
that reside in the public domain 
or have been released under an 
open license that permits no-cost 
access, use, adaptation and 
redistribution by others with no 
or limited restrictions. - UNESCO

Jhangiani, R. S.,Pitt, R., Hendricks, C., Key, J., & Lalonde, C. (2016). Exploring 
faculty use of open educational resources at British Columbia post-secondary 
institutions. BCcampus Research Report. Victoria, BC:BCcampus., CC Attribution 
3.0 Unported 

Open Access vs. OER

https://en.unesco.org/themes/building-knowledge-societies/oer
https://bccampus.ca/files/2016/01/BCFacultyUseOfOER_final.pdf
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


What Makes an Educational Resource “Open”?

Free vs Open is a part of Introduction to OER by Rachel Arteaga 
and Suzanne Wakim. This work is licensed under a Creative 
Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

Retain: The right to make, own, and control copies of the 
content

Reuse: The right to use the content in a wide range of 
ways

Revise: The right to adapt, adjust, modify, or alter the 
content itself

Remix: The right to combine the original or revised 
content with other material to create something 
new

Redistribute: The right to share copies of the original content, 
your revisions, or your remixes with others

https://learn.canvas.net/courses/1766/pages/overview-open-educational-resources-oer?module_item_id=195663
https://canvas.instructure.com/courses/1123092
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Adapted from Spectrum of Open Practice by Cindy Underhill licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0.

Adapting
Alteration, remixing, 
or other adaptation 

of open texts or 
resources to add 

context or improve 
for local use, 

including applying an 
open license.

Adopting
Adoption without 

alteration of a freely 
accessible text or 
resource in your 
course. May also 
include curating 
varied media to 

support learning.

Creating
Creating teaching 

materials and 
applying an open 

license and/or 
uploading it to an 
open repository or 

website.

OER-Enabled or 
Open Pedagogy

Engaging students as 
co-producers in a 

course through the 
collaborative 
development, 

adaptation, or use of 
open educational 

resources.

How to Use OER in Your Teaching

https://wiki.ubc.ca/File:Spectrum_of_Open_Practice_-_Working_Draft.png
https://wiki.ubc.ca/User:Cindyunderhill
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Read more at http://forallx.openlogicproject.org/
or at

https://openlogicproject.org

Read more at https://learnfm.ucalgary.ca/

http://forallx.openlogicproject.org/
https://openlogicproject.org/2020/08/03/fall-2020-edition-of-forall-x-calgary/
https://learnfm.ucalgary.ca/


Read more at: https://energyeducation.ca/encyclopedia/Main_Page

Energy Education: Co-Design OER Project

https://energyeducation.ca/encyclopedia/Main_Page


Jhangiani, R. S.,Pitt, R., Hendricks, C., Key, J., & Lalonde, C. (2016). Exploring faculty use of open educational resources at 
British Columbia post-secondary institutions. BCcampus Research Report. Victoria, BC:BCcampus., CC Attribution 3.0 
Unported 

Challenges of using OER - Finding Them!

https://bccampus.ca/files/2016/01/BCFacultyUseOfOER_final.pdf
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Openness, Licensing, Permission

● Photo taken by Rie 
● Rie is the copyright holder. 

If an instructor wants to use Rie’s 
photo for their open  
presentation/textbook, they will need 
to get permission from Rie. 

Sample photograph: “Javan Deer Stag” by Francesco Veronesi licensed under CC SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/francesco_veronesi/30049870271
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


Licenses

Creative Commons Licenses

Anatomy of a CC License by Rie Namba, licensed CC BY 4.0
Restriction Icons downloaded separately from Creative Commons, CC BY 4.0

Note: Copyright status does not change when an open license is assigned

https://wiki.ubc.ca/File:Anatomy_of_Creative_Commons_License.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


● Photo taken by Rie 
● Rie is still the copyright holder. 
● Rie decided to license her work as 

Creative Commons Attribution 
License (CC-BY) 

As long as the instructor credit/attributes 
Rie, the instructor has permission to use 
Rie’s photo 

Attribution:  “Javan Deer 
Stag” by Francesco 
Veronesi licensed under 
CC SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/francesco_veronesi/30049870271
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


Please share:

Imagine you have to find an OER for one of your courses. 
What questions might you ask yourself before starting?

How/where might you start your search? 

Is licensing the most important question for OER
by opensource.com is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/opensourceway/6555467293
https://www.flickr.com/photos/opensourceway/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


Considerations for Finding OER

1. How do you plan on using the 
resource?

▪ Will you be adopting, 

adapting, or creating an OER?

▪ Do you need an item in a 

particular format or on a 

particular platform?

▪ What license will be 

compatible with how you 

want to use the material?

2. What are your learning/ teaching 
objectives?
▪ Are you looking for a particular 

type of learning object (textbook, 
video, image, podcast, simulation, 
etc.)?

▪ Do you want resources to be peer-
reviewed?

▪ Do you want subject-specific or 
interdisciplinary material?

▪ What accessibility needs do your 
students have?



Where to Search for OER

LCR OER Research Guide 
has a list of repositories to 

help get you started!
Adapted from: Finding Educational Resources by Erin Fields, licensed under CC-BY-NC 
2.0

Open Educational Resource Repositories (OERRs)
● Aggregators

○ OASIS Search: http://oasis.geneseo.edu
○ Mason OER Metafinder (Google Mason OER Metafinder)

● Archives

○ PRISM: https://prism.ucalgary.ca/
● Aggregator/Archives

○ OER Commons: https://www.oercommons.org
○ Merlot: https://www.merlot.org

https://library.ucalgary.ca/guides/OER/find
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1BlMaAhhXxsDLAyw8I3g-_l1Rcp8y118cWZxrOlBJkMQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/
http://oasis.geneseo.edu
http://oasis.geneseo.edu
https://mason.deepwebaccess.com/mason__MasonLibrariesOpenEducationResources_5f4/desktop/en/search.html
https://mason.deepwebaccess.com/mason__MasonLibrariesOpenEducationResources_5f4/desktop/en/search.html
https://prism.ucalgary.ca/
https://www.oercommons.org
https://www.oercommons.org
https://www.merlot.org
https://www.merlot.org


OER Search Strategies

Start broad 
& refine 

keywords

Use filters 
when 

possible

Add “OER” 
to your 
Google 
search

Compile a 
search 
results 

document

Keep your 
search 
current

Keep an 
open mind



Additional Options*

▪ Site or domain
▪ Last updated
▪ File Type

*Dependent on creator 
supplied metadata

Adapted from: Open Education Repositories by Erin Fields, licensed under CC-BY-SA 4.0

Where to Search for OER: Google Advanced Search 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1TS-cbEXtlgS6ZKGdbnvkVezxD34JCbzQ4TTWPlz2pwI/edit?usp=sharing
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://www.google.com/


MERLOT Search Demo

https://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm


Search for:

★ Open Textbooks

★ Journal Articles

★ Problem Banks

★ Images

★ Data

★ Courses

OER Repositories by Material Type or Discipline

Search larger repositories and filter by subject/discipline 

Guides with discipline specific places to look:
Humboldt State UBC McMaster
BCcampus

Examples of subject OER repositories:

● Chem Collective: Chemistry

● COERLL: Languages

● Open Geography Education: Geography

● Green Tea Press Textbooks: Computer Science, Programming (Bayes, Python, 

MATLAB, Java, DSP)

https://libguides.humboldt.edu/openedu/general
https://guides.library.ubc.ca/open-education/subject-repositories
https://ecampusontario.pressbooks.pub/mcmasteroerdiscipline/
https://opentextbc.ca/oerdiscipline/
http://chemcollective.org/home
http://coerll.utexas.edu/coerll/materials
https://www.opengeography.org/
http://greenteapress.com/wp/


Evaluating OER
What to look for:

Resources:
● UCalgary OER Libguide section on Evaluating OER
● Checklist for Evaluating Course Materials by Open Oregon 

Relevance

Accessibility

Quality

Interactivity

Licensing

Accuracy

Adapted from: Finding Open Educational Resources (OER) by Kira Vandermuelen licensed under CC-BY-SA 4.0

https://library.ucalgary.ca/c.php?g=690048&p=4890920
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J0oT1xZCciyXtk1I7MB_r9saVDHlpQD7Ml5Ep9uCLfM/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jSQDXQ52Kdv1AunjYIsVv0eoLMsq5LDW2OfaAo-dn6E/edit?usp=sharing
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


OER Attribution

Open Attribution Builder from Open Washington

Adapted from: Finding Open Educational Resources (OER) by Kira Vandermuelen licensed under CC-BY-SA 4.0

http://www.openwa.org/attrib-builder/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jSQDXQ52Kdv1AunjYIsVv0eoLMsq5LDW2OfaAo-dn6E/edit?usp=sharing
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Finding OER Licenses

If you can’t find the license 
information within the 
resource, look for the words: 

● Copyright

● Licensing

● Terms of Use

● Conditions



Activity: OER Treasure Hunt

Find potential resources for your teaching and learning.

Using the OER Treasure Hunt Worksheet as a guide you will:
• Develop search terms
• Plan where to search

• Assess the OERs you find

• Reflect on how you might use or adapt the OERs

Link to worksheet: https://bit.ly/findingoertreasurehunt

Note: Create a copy of the OER Treasure Hunt Worksheet.

https://bit.ly/findingoertreasurehunt


Funding for OER at UCalgary

There is a special stream of funding for OER through the Taylor Institute 

Teaching and Learning Grants. Use the general grant application to apply 

and specify OER where applicable.

★ The deadline recently passed for this year's grant applications. 

★ Information about the next round of grant applications will be 

provided in the Fall term.

Read more at https://taylorinstitute.ucalgary.ca/grants

https://taylorinstitute.ucalgary.ca/grants


Wrap-up

Please share:
• One thing from this session that 

surprised you

• One thing from this session that you will 
take away or incorporate into your 
teaching

27



• March 17: Getting Started on Creating OER

https://taylorinstitute.ucalgary.ca/workshop-series/open-educational-resources

28

https://taylorinstitute.ucalgary.ca/workshop-series/open-educational-resources


Contacts

Get in touch!

OER questions or consults:  oer@ucalgary.ca

Sarah: sarah.adams1@ucalgary.ca

Alex: alexandra.alisauskas@ucalgary.ca

Or contact your subject librarian.

Evaluation survey: 

https://survey.ucalgary.ca/jfe/form/SV_572t8HNNvhpWjNs
29

mailto:oer@ucalgary.ca
mailto:alexandra.alisauskas@ucalgary.ca
https://survey.ucalgary.ca/jfe/form/SV_572t8HNNvhpWjNs
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