
UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY 

Why It Is Hard to See Schrödinger's Cat: 

Micro-Macro Entanglement under Coarse-grained Measurements 

by 

Sadegh Raeisi 

A THESIS 

SUBMITTED TO THE FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES 

IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE 

DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE 

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS AND ASTRONOMY 

INSTITUTE FOR QUANTUM INFORMATION SCIENCE 

CALGARY, ALBERTA 

AUGUST, 2011 

© Sadegh Raeisi 2011 



UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY 

FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES 

The undersigned certify that they have read, and recommend to the Faculty of Gradu-
ate Studies for acceptance, a thesis entitled "Why it is hard to see Schrödingers cat 
submitted by Sadegh Raeisi in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of 
MASTER OF SCIENCE. 

Supervisor, Dr. Cliristoph Siiiioii 
Department of Physics and Astronomy 

Dr. Jörn Davidson 
Department of Physics and Astronomy 

2 
Dr. Reyhaneb Safavi-Naeini 

Department of Computer Science 

AuOL 27-, QOk 

ii 

Date 



Abstract 

The border between classical physics and quantum mechanics has been puzzling physicists 

since the early days of quantum mechanics. There are some approaches to explain the 

Quantum-to-Classical transition e.g. the decoherence program. Here I stick to a recent 

approach which places the emphasis on the precision of measurements. I use this approach 

to explain why it is difficult to observe Schrödinger's cat. 

To do so, I focus on a physical realization of Schrödinger's cat which was reported 

in [4]. In this experiment, Dc Martini et al. amplify one photon of a singlet state to 

a macroscopic beam of light. I compare this Schrodinger's cat to a system with pure 

classical correlation and show that if photon counting measurements on the amplified 

beam are coarse-grained, then the statistics of the system in De Martini's experiment 

can be reproduced by a classical correlation. 
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I 

Chapter 1 

Introduction 

The question of why quantum effects are not present in our daily life, has been puzzling 

physicists since the early days of quantum mechanics.This question was first formulated 

by Schrödinger in 1935[5]. He proposed the idea of Schrödinger's cat which is a thought 

experiment that results in entanglement between a cat, as a macroscopic object, and the 

state of an atom. 

One answer to the question of Quantum-to-Classical transition is that macroscopic 

systems do not evolve coherently: quantum mechanics transits to classical physics due to 

the interaction with the environment. This approach is called the decoehrence program 

[6, 7]. A famous example in this area is the cat-state. A cat state has the following form: 

cat-state) = a) + I - a), (1.1) 

where a) is a coherent state. The Wigner function of a cat-state has some negative 

contribution in phase space which is a signature of non-classicality. But decoherence 

results in a diffusion process that makes positive and negative ripples interfere and cancel 

out. Consequently, the Wigner functioii of the cat-state after decoherence is similar to 

the classical picture. 

Here I consider a complementary approach that puts the emphasise on the precision 

of measurements. In this approach, one can describe the Quantum-to-Classical transition 

for the cat-state above in terms of the precision of homodyne detection. Specifically, the 

resolution of measurements should be good enough to demonstrate ripples in phase space 

in order to manifest the non-classicality of cat-state. Note that this is not in contradiction 

with the decoherence program but is an alternative way of answering the Quantum-to-
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Classical transition problem. In other words, this approach explains that even if one can 

keep the evolution coherent, one still needs precise measurements to see non-classicality. 

This approach was exploited in [8] to explain the Quantum-to-Classical transition 

for spin dynamics. They showed that if measurements are strongly coarse-grained, the 

dynamics of quantum spin looks exactly like the classical spin. 

An important example of Quantum-to-Classical transition problem is the transition 

from quantum entanglement to classical correlation. There have been attempts to bring 

entanglement to the macroscopic level. For instance, in [4], De Martini et al. claimed 

the generation of entanglement between a single photon and a macroscopic beam of light, 

which is visible with the naked eye. 

In this thesis, I make a statistical comparison between the entanglement in this system 

and a classical correlation between the two parties involved. The result is that although 

the quantum entanglement in Dc Martini's experiment is different than a classical cor-

relation, an extremely sophisticated experiment would be needed to show this difference. 

More specifically, one has to be able to count large number of photons with a resolu-

tion at the single photon level to demonstrate the entanglement. Otherwise quantum 

entanglement after coarse-graining is not different than classical correlation. Therefore, I 

report a Quantum-to-Classical transition for quantum entanglement that occurs under 

the constraint of coarse-grained measurements. 
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Chapter 2 

Background 

2.1 Entanglement 

Entanglement is one of the key features of quantum mechanics that differentiate it from 

classical physics and provides a really useful resource for both understanding the funda-

mentals of nature and utilizing different technologies. This property was first recognized 

by Einstein, Podoisky, and Rosen (EPR) in their famous paper in 1935 [9]. It was also 

the first time that the fundamental non-classical aspect of quantum entanglement was 

identified. In the same year, Schrödinger did some further studies on the EPR state (the 

two particle state which was used in the EPR paper) and realized that it does not allow 

one to ascribe a state to individual particles. 

In this section, I explain quantum entanglement and some criteria for its detection. 

2.1.1 Definition 

There is a fundamental difference between the description of physical systems in quantum 

mechanics and classical physics. In classical physics systems are described by points in a 

phase space, whereas in quantum mechanics systems correspond to vectors in a Hilbert 

space. For composite systems, this results in a gap. In phase space, the state of a 

composite system is described by the product of the states of individual components, but 

in a Hilbert space this description could in general be more complicated, i.e. superposition 

of product states. To clarify this point, consider the following quantum state: 

IW) = Ii, O)a,b - 0, 1)a,b  (2.1) 
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This state is called a singlet state. It includes two sub-systems a and b and each of them 

could be either in state 1 or 0. The subscript a, b indicates that the first number is the 

state of system a and the second one is the state of system b, i.e. 1, 0)a,b = I1)a ® IO) 

One can easily see that there is no way to rewrite JW—) as a product state e.g. IWa)(9IWh). 

Such states are called entangled states. For pure quantum states, one can define an 

entangled state as a state that could not be described as a product of states of individual 

sub-systems. 

For mixed states it is more complicated to define entangled states. In 1989 Werner 

defined separable states as a convex combination of product states [10]: 

(2.2) 

where the system involves n subsystems. Werner defined a general entangled state as 

a state that is not separable. 

One of the main questions that the theory of entanglement is trying to answer is how 

to detect entanglement. For different situations, different methods have been developed 

to deal with this problem. 

Detection of entanglement is one of the main topics in my project. Therefore, I will 

explain the three methods for the detection of entanglement that are relevant for my 

work. 

2.1.2 Detection of entanglement 

There are different methods for the theoretical detection of entanglement. Usually these 

are based on necessary conditions for separability. For instance, if a state of a compound 

system is separable, then the partial transpose of its density matrix is a positive matrix. 

This was reported as a criterion for entanglement in 1996 by Peres [11]. 

Here I will introduce several criteria which are relevant to the context of micro-macro 
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entanglement. These criteria distinguish multi-particle entangled states from separable 

ones. 

Criteria 1 

In 2003 C. Simon and D. Bouwmeester proposed a method to establish multi-photon 

entanglement. In the same paper, they derived a criterion for detection of entanglement 

in multi-particle states[12]. 

This criterion was derived for spin-like systems and although the primary motivation 

was for optical polarization qubits, there is an analogy between spin systems and polar-

ization in optical systems based on Stokes polarization vectors. Mathematically, for the 

polarization of photons, spin is defined as: 

J71 = 

Jz =  

4a+ - at a-+  (2.3) 
2 

a, a, - at (2.4) 
2 

at  - (2.5) 
2 

Here ah, av represent horizontal and vertical polarizations, a+, a_ represent the +45 

polarizations and a1, a represent the left- and right-handed polarizations. These opera-

tors correspond to Stokes parameters of polarization. One can show that: 

NN 
(j2) = (J) + (J,) + (J) = --(-- + 1), (2.6) 

The parameter N is the total number of the photons and equals at  + c4a. 

For a bipartite system with sub-systems A and B, the criterion is that for any sepa-

rable state, the following inequality holds: 

(J2) > 
(2.7) 
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where f = J + TB is the total angular momentum and N = NA + NB is the total 

number of particles. To prove Eq. [2.7], they start with the expectation values on a 

general separable state like Eq. [2.2]. That is p = >Pj p 0 p. Their proof is as follows: 

(J2) = (J 1) + (J43) + 2(JA. J8) 

A [(J) i + (J) i + 2(JA)j.(JB)] 

≥ >Pi [J) + (J) - 2 I(J)I I(JB)il] 

where (JA) i= TrpJ'1, etc. On the other hand, I(J)I ≤ + - . They define 

a = + - and ,B = V (JB2) + - . This simplifies the Eq. [2.8] to: 
4 2 

+a++8 —2aj8] = 

On the other hand as J2 = .%( + 1), 

11 
PA 42 

NA NA 1 1 
22 +1)+4 2 

This completes the proof as: 

≥ 

(2.8) 

Pi [a + oil 

(2.9) 

(2.10) 
2 2 2 

(J2)≥p[ai+ Oil ≥NA+NB)_(N)__ (J2)  (2.11) 

Later in [13, 14] P. Sekatski et al. built up on the Eq. [2.11] and derived the following 

inequality for separable states. 

I(JA. JB)I ≤ ('VANS). (2.12) 

For the proof see [14]. 
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Criteria 2 

H. S. Eisenberg et al. in 2004 presented a criterion for separability[15]. This is a criterion 

for bipartite systems with 2-dimensional Hubert spaces. 

The total spin-correlation (. a ) for a separable system should satisfy the following 

inequality: 

(2.13) 

This is because for separable states, the magnitude of the total spin-correlation is 

maximum when the two spins are parallel or anti-parallel. One can simply rotate each 

spin to the z-axis in which case the maximum total spin-correlation would be equal to 

one. This introduces a condition on separable states. If this inequality is violated for 

a state, that state is entangled. For instance consider the state in Eq. [2.1]: the spin-

correlation for that bipartite state is maximum in all directions, meaning that the total 

correlation is three. This violates the inequality of Eq. [2.13], so the state should be 

entangled. 

Note that this criteria could be similarly used for polarization qubits. 

Criteria 3 

Recently N. Spagnolo et al. in [16] found a new separability criterion for multi-photon 

entanglement. Their goal was to demonstrate the entanglement for the experiment in 

[4] and they needed a criterion similar to the one introduced in Eq. [2.1.2] but for 

multi-photon qubits. 

In De Martini's experiment they wanted to demonstrate the entanglement between 

a single photon and a multi-photon beam of light. When loss is present, the macro-qubit 

is not a perfect qubit and lives in a high-dimensional space rather than a 2-dimensional 

Hilbert space. Therefore they can not use the criterion in Eq. [2.7] and they presented 
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a new one. 

The criterion is that: 

S = ((4 ® D) + ((4 ® D) + ((4 ® D) (2.14) 

where Di is a set of diatomic operators and a and b represent the two sub-systems. 

The proof is similar to the one for Section 2.1.2. For more information see [16]. 

These criteria are being used frequently in the context of micro-macro entanglement. 

In Section 2.3.1 I will explain more about the applications. 

The other concept which should be explained before I proceed to the micro-macro 

entanglement is quantum cloning. My main focus here is, first, on the fundamental 

limitations on quantum cloning and then on the physical realization of different cloning 

methods. The next section will address these two subjects. 

2.2 Quantum cloning 

Quantum cloning was first explored in 1982, in the context of superluminal communica-

tion [17]. The idea is to share a pair of photons, which is in a singlet state, between Alice 

and Bob. Alice performs a measurement in some basis on her pair. This projects Bob 

system onto the state orthogonal to Alice's state. If Bob could find out what state he 

has, he could infer what measurements Alice performed. On the other hand, if he could 

perfectly clone his state, he could do a tomography on his state and he would learn his 

state. That means, with perfect cloning, Bob would be able to infer Alice's measurement 

and if this is being done fast enough, it could be used for superluminal communication 

between Alice and Bob. Herbert proposed this idea in [17] and suggested a physical 

realization of cloning based on stimulated emission. 

This idea connected the two concepts of quantum cloning and quantum no-signaling. 
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In fact, Herbert found that perfect cloning results in superluminal quantum signaling. 

On the other hand, it was proved that superluminal communication is not possible 

in quantum mechanics [18]. This apparent contradiction was resolved by the quantum 

no-cloning theorem in 1982 by Wotters and Zurek. They proved that due to the linearity 

of time evolution operators in quantum mechanics, perfect cloning is not possible[19]. It 

also was proved that due to unavoidable spontaneous emissions, the stimulated emission 

could not create perfect copies and it is impossible to realize the perfect-cloning with 

stimulated emission[20, 21]. 

Then the idea of approximate cloning was introduced in [22] and the optimal bound 

on that was found[23]. I will explain this concept in more detail in Section 2.2.2. 

In my work, quantum cloning plays an important role. I exploit quantum cloners to 

amplify the quantum effect of entanglement to a macroscopic level. 

In this section, I will overview some basic elements of quantum cloning. I will start 

with illustration of the quantum no-cloning theorem. Then I will explain the concept of 

approximate cloning in Section 2.2.2 and at the end, in Section 2.2.3, I will introduce 

some cloning methods that are relevant to my work. 

2.2.1 No-cloning theorem 

After Herbert published his paper, in the same year, Wootters and Zurek realized that 

there was a problem with Herbert's work[19]. In fact, the linearity of operations in 

quantum mechanics does not allow for perfect coping. Mathematically, this cab be shown 

in the following way. Let's consider U as copying machine for a qubit system. That 

means: 

UIb)IO)IO) = Ii')sI'b)tIfm)c. (2.15) 

The I'), is the source state to be copied. The O)t is the target which is initially 
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in 10) and after applying U, should transform to a copy of the source qubit. The 10), 

represents the state of the environment. Now let's consider the action of copying machine 

on 1+) = 0)1) There are two ways to apply U on the state. One can first apply it on 

the state itself which results in: 

I+)l0)tI0) -> I+)sI+)tlf+)e. (2.16) 

On the other hand, as U is a quantum mechanical evolution, it should be unitary. 

That means: 

Ul+)slO)tl0)e = U( I0) + 11)1)10)t10),3 

(UIO)$ + UI 1)8 0)I0)tIfo) + 11)s11)tlfi)e  
= )I0)tlO)e = (2.17) 

One can easily see that Eq. [2.16] and Eq. [2.17] could not be identical which means 

that copying are not be done unitarily. 

2.2.2 Approximate cloning 

In 1996, Buek and Hillery came up with a different idea[22]. Instead of a perfect cloner, 

they considered a cloning machine which produces approximate clones. One can quantify 

this in terms of fidelity. Fidelity is a measure that quantifies closeness between two states. 

For instance for the distance between two density matrices, o and p, the fidelity is defined 

as: 

F(u,p) = (Tr V,/U-P,/O-r) 2 (2.18) 

For more information see [24]. 

In this language, perfect cloning means that the fidelity between the source state and 

targets is one. An approximate cloning machine produces clones which are not necessarily 

as good and their fidelities are less than 1. 
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In [22], Buek and Hillery propose a 1 to 2 cloner. Their cloning transformation was: 

0)I0)tI0) __> /3 + 

I1)I0)tI0) + 

(l1)I0)t + 10)sll)t)I0)e, 

(Il)I0)t + 0)sll)t)Il)e. 

(2.19) 

(2.20) 

The fidelity of the clones in this method is which was proved to be optimal[23]. 

Gisin and Massar in [25] generalized the idea in [22] to cloning from N inputs to M 

copies. They also proved that their cloning machine is optimal [23]. 

In 1998, Bruss et al. derived a general upper-bound for any type of approximate 

cloning machine[23]. Their idea was based on the connection between quantum state 

estimation and quantum cloning. One way to estimate a state is to clone it and then 

do a tomography on clones. With this process, the optimal fidelity of clones could not 

exceed the optimal upper bound for state estimation. These bounds are based on the 

best possible estimation that could be achieved having M copies of the state. 

On the other hand, state estimation could be exploited to make a cloning machine. 

Specifically, one can estimate the state first and then produces copies of that state. In 

this case, the optimal fidelity for state estimation could not be greater than the upper 

bound on the optimal fidelity of state cloning. This means that the upper bound on the 

optimal fidelity of quantum state estimation is the same as quantum cloning. 

Using this idea, the optimal fidelity is: 

F _ 'M 221 
- M(N+2) 

This upper-bound is saturated by Bue-Hillery and Gisin-Massar cloning machines. 

Note that in the cloning methods introduced by Buek-Hillery and Gisin-Massar, the 

fidelity is the same for all inputs. These type of cloners are called universal cloners. 

Not all cloners are universal. For instance, the phase covariant cloner which will be 
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introduced in Section 2.2.3 is not universal and produces better clones for state on the 

equator of Bloch sphere. Bloch sphere is a geometrical representation of Hilbert space 

of 2-level quantum systems. See Figure [2.1]. 

In the next section, I will introduce three types of cloning methods that are relevant 

to my work. I will also describe how they could be realized experimentally. 

2.2.3 Physical realization of different cloning machines 

Universal cloner 

As mentioned before, a universal cloning machine (UCM) produces clones that are equally 

good for any input qubit. More specifically, for any qubit on Bloch sphere, the fidelity 

of clones that a universal cloning machine produces is the same. 

The optimal asymptotic fidelity for such a cloning machine is 2. An interesting 

question is whether or not, one can achieve this optimal bound in experiment. In [26], 

Simon et. al. proposed two methods based on the stimulated emission for this purpose; I 

will describe the second method which is based on stimulated parametric down conversion 

process. This is an optical process and qubits are defined as the polarization of photons. 

This process could be realized using a non-linear crystal type II. 

In this process, in addition to the source qubit, a pump laser is incident onto the 

non-linear crystal. The effective Hamiltonian on the input qubit becomes: 

H = ix(act - atcj) + H.c., (2.22) 

where x is proportional to non-linear susceptibility of the crystal and the intensity of 

the laser pump, a is the input mode which is to be cloned and c is the environment mode. 

The universal cloning machine produces some photons in the environment mode which 

are traced out. These photons are called anti-clones. Therefore, the universal cloning is 

not a unitary process if one just considers clones. 
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One can show that this Hamiltonian is invariant under joint rotations of a and c which 

is Due to this symmetry, the fidelity of clones is independent of input photons. 

Phase covariant cloner 

This type of cloner produces clones that are equally good for states on the equator of 

Bloch sphere. That means for equatorial qubits, fidelity is constant. This type of cloning 

was first introduced in [27]. In the same paper, Bruf3 et al. found an upper-bound on the 

fidelity for the optimal phase covariant cloners with a similar method to [23]. They also 

show that the fidelity of phase covariant cloning is more than the fidelity for universal 

cloning machine. For cloning one qubit into M clones, the asymptotic fidelity is 3/4. 

This is reasonable as cloning a specific group of qubits from Bloch sphere is easier and 

better than cloning for all qubits. In the extreme case, if one confines the cloner to just 

clone a specific qubit 10), then it can be cloned perfectly but at the cost of poor fidelity 

for other states like 1+). 

Optimal phase covariant cloner was first physically realized in [28] for 1 -4 3. In that 

paper, Sciarrino and De Martini exploited a 1 - 2 universal cloner, a not gate and a 

projection onto the symmetric sub-space for this purpose. 

Later a different method of phase covariant cloning was introduced for polarization 

of photons in [29]. It was based on using an optical amplification. This method is similar 

to the universal cloning machine. The source photon with a strong pump of a pulsed 

Ultra Violet (UV) laser is fed into a non-linear crystal. The effective interaction between 

the source photon and the optical amplifier is described by the following Hamiltonian: 

H = ixaat + H.c., (2.23) 

where x is proportional to non-linear susceptibility and the intensity of the pump of 

laser. In this method there is no anti-clone and all the photons remain at the end. That 
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means if there is no loss, this process is a unitary evolution. 

In order to see that this evolution is symmetric under rotations on the equator of 

Bloch sphere, one can rewrite the Hamiltonian as: 

H=ix(( 0))2 +(a) 2 +H.c., (2.24) 

where at and represent the creation operators for the photons on the equator at 

angle q and q + it respectively. Figure [2.1] shows these polarization vectors on Bloch 

sphere. The two points on poles indicates horizontally and vertically polarized photons. 

A general state ) on Bloch sphere is represented by two angles, 0 and q as in Figure 

[2.1]. I use the following notation for such a state: 

(2.25) 

Occasionally if the state is on the equator, I drop the 0 for simplicity. Similarly, 1)o, 

represents a multi-photon state with 'ri photons in 10, ). The state orthogonal to ') is 

denoted by: 

k>=i°, 0 L). (2.26) 

These two states make a basis. A general pure state with N photons in this basis is 

represented by Ii, N - =o, 0® IN - j)o,j where j is the number of photons in 

the state corresponding to 10, ). 

Eq. [2.24] holds for any angle 0 and this means the Hamiltonian is symmetric for 

all equatorial angles, q. Due to this symmetry, the fidelity for all input states on the 

equator is the same. 

This cloner plays an important role for the amplification of entanglement in [4]. I will 

discuss this in more detail in Section 2.3.1. 
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H) 

IA) 

II,) 

Figure 2.1: Schematic of Bloch sphere. Bloch sphere represents the Hubert space of a 
qubit which is parametrized by two angles. 

Measure-and-Prepare cloner 

As discussed before, an other way of cloning is to simply measure the state of the source 

qubit and create copies of them. More specifically, a measure-and-prepare cloning ma-

chine measures the state of the input qubit in some random basis and produces Af 

photons in the state corresponding to the measurement outcome. Mathematically, the 

density matrix after cloning with this method is: 

Pmp = 1 J d mp(Prnp) I 'Do_,) (4)o,, I +Pmp) I mp±)(mp± I) (2.27) 
- 

where P±( mp) indicates time probability of getting ± outcome for the measurement 

and the state mp) is time state, involving N photons, that the cloner generates if the 

measurement outcome in {np, 0mp ±} basis on the single photon is mp 

For input state I ,/j) = 1, probabilities are: 
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P+ () =Cos W, P () =sinM - (2.28) 

This introduce a class of cloners. One can adjust the measurement and the generated 

state to design any arbitrary amplifier. For the purpose of this work, I need a phase 

covariant cloner and I confine the generated state to: 

(a,) 
I (1) = IN) =  10). (2.29) 

Due to the integration over all equatorial angles or more physically, because of random 

measurements in all bases on the equator, this type of measure-and-prepare cloner is 

phase covariant. One can simply show that for N -+ oo, this cloner is also optimal for all 

states on the equator. That means the fidelity of clones on the equator goes to A. This 

cloner has been introduced before in [14]. Note that this is not the general measure-and-

prepare cloner, but is the cloner I will use in Chapter 3. Later in Chapter 4 I will modify 

the state of Eq. [2.29]. 

It is known that the process of measurement breaks entanglement. That means if two 

particles are entangled, a measurement on any of the two particles reduces the compound 

state into a separable state. As there is a measurement in the measure-and-prepare 

cloning process, any quantum correlation between the source qubit and other systems is 

broken after the cloning. In other words, after the measure-and-prepare cloning, clones 

could only be classically correlated with other systems. This provides me with a powerful 

tool to generate micro-macro systems with pure classical correlation. Later in Section 

3.2.1, I will exploit this cloner to produce some classical correlation that approximates 

the quantum correlation in De Martini's experiment. 

N 
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2.3 Micro-Macro entanglement 

Experimental establishment of entanglement has always been one of the most fascinating 

problems in quantum physics. This becomes even more interesting when it gets to the 

macroscopic level. Establishment of entanglement between macroscopic objects or even 

micro- and macro- systems is of special interests in quantum physics[1, 2, 3]. Not only 

it does improve our understanding of quantum physics, but it also provides us with a 

powerful tool to study some fundamental aspects of nature e.g. macro realism[30]. 

In recent years there has been substantial effort for establishment of macro-entanglement, 

and consequently there has been a significant progress in this area. Right now, there are 

different proposals for producing macroscopic entanglement e.g. superconducting qubits 

[1], opto-mechanical qubits [2] and combination of superconducting qubits and mechan-

ical systems[3]. One of the most promising ones is an experiment by De Martini et al. 

in [4]. They used an optical set-up and they considered photons as their systems. They 

have reported experimental establishment of entanglement between polarization of one 

single photon and polarization of photons in a macro-beam of light, although the claim to 

have demonstrated entanglement was subsequently challenged, see below. Here I explain 

this experiment in detail. 

2.3.1 Micro-Macro entanglement in optical systems 

C. Simon et al. in [12] proposed the idea of using the parametric down conversion process 

for creation of multi-photon entanglement in polarization of light. The following year, 

this proposal was exploited by HS. Eisenberg et al. in [15] to establish bipartite multi-

photon entanglement. In their experiment, they used two criteria to demonstrate the 

entanglement between up to 12 photons. This was the first time that entanglement was 

established for such a relatively large large number of photons. 

Recently, in 2008, Dc Martini et al. took the next step and for the first time, they 
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Figure 2.2: The set-up of De martini's proposal. A singlet state is produced in a spon-
taneous parametric down conversionprocess. One photon goes to channel A and the the 
other photon is being amplified with the phase covariant cloner. 

claimed establishment of entanglement between a single photon and a beam of light which 

is visible to the naked eye[4]. P. Sekatski et al. in [13] showed that this beam of light 

is in principle macroscopic enough to violate the Bell-inequality with naked eye. More 

precisely, they showed that one can use the naked eye as a detector for the beam of light, 

and correlations between measurement results on the single photon and measurement 

results with the eye violate a Bell inequality. 

In this section, I explain their experiment in detail and then I describe the method 

they use to demonstrate the entanglement. This method relies on strong assumptions 

which were analysed later in [14] and [16] and will be discussed in more detail below. 

De Martini's experiment 

They start with an entangled pair of photons in the singlet state, I 'Ii) = 1/2(IR)AIL)B - 

L)AIR)B) which is produced in a spontaneous parametric down conversion process. Here 

{ R) and L) } indicate right- and left-handed polarizations. See Figure [2.1] for more 

detail.They implement this process using a non-linear crystal pumped by a pulsed UV 

laser. One photon goes to channel A and is subsequently measured. The other photon 

is being amplified through a phase covariant cloner to a macroscopic state. Figure [2.2] 

shows a schematic of their experiment. 

De Martini used the cloning method proposed in [29] which is based on a process called 

quantum injected optical parametric amplification. This is a unitary transformation 
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which takes a single photon and a pump beam to a macro-qubit which involves about 

N 104 number of photons. They used a non-linear crystal with a laser pump to 

implement it. The effective evolution on the input photon is a parametric down conversion 

process with the Hamiltonian of Eq. [2.23] which is H = ixaja + H.c.. 

The singlet state can be rewritten as: 

Jir- = 1/2(q)Açb')B - I)Al)B), (2.30) 

where = 11•, ) represents the equatorial state at angle 0. Then the state after the 

amplification on channel B can be written as: 

= 2_112 (1 10)B I)A - I I(1)L\lB k1)A) (2.31) 

where { (DOJ) } are orthogonal macroscopic states after the amplification. As they 

are orthogonal, the state IE) is a macro singlet state. I will derive the explicit form of 

this state in Section 3.2.2. 

After the amplification they split the macro-beam into two orthogonal polarizations, 

e.g. IR)&IL). The number of counted photons is translated to two currents, {In, IL}. If 

the difference between the two currents exceeds some threshold, the measurement counts 

as a conclusive one. Otherwise, it is ignored. For instance if Ij - 'L > k , where k is the 

threshold, then it means that the output state was corresponding to IR). If IL - JR.> k 

then the beam of light is in the state corresponding to IL). But if hR - ILl < k, this 

is not a conclusive measurement and this would be ignored. Finally they study the 

correlation between the measurement outcome on the single photon of channel A and the 

macro-beam of light. 

Those set of measurements for which hR - ILl < k implies some post-selection on De 

Martini's measurements which opens up a loophole in their experiment[14, 16]. 
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Demonstration of entanglement 

Dc Martini et al. in [4] used the criterion in Eq. [ 2.13] and reported the demonstra-

tion of entanglement for the extremely coarse grained measurement that was explained 

above. Their demonstration of entanglement is based on the fact that the average num-

ber of photons for the polarization mode corresponding to 0 is sinh2 g for and 

(3sinh2g + 1) for Ii)B and for the polarization mode 0 ..L is sinh2g for I'l)B, and 

(3 sinh2 g + 1) for ')B. Therefore if the difference between the counted number of 

photons in the orthogonal basis is greater than some threshold, they can distinguish the 

output state. But there also some cases where the outcome is not conclusive, result-

ing in some post-selection which, opens up the detection loophole. It is also extremely 

coarse-grained because the resolution on photon-counting measurement does not really 

matter. 

In [13], P. Sekatski et al. used criterion 1 as in Eq. [2.7] and they showed that 

theoretically there is entanglement between the single photon on channel A and the 

beam of light on channel B even if the loss after amplification is taken into account. 

They found that: 

- (Na) = 2, (2.32) 

where 77 is the transmission rate of detection process. Even in the ideal case when 

77 = 1, the difference is no more than 2 which means almost perfect photon counting 

measurements are required to demonstrate the entanglement experimentally using this 

method. In other words, if counted number of photons is inaccurate by even 2 photons 

out of iO photons, then it is not likely to demonstrate entanglement. This motivated my 

work, as I want to see if it is possible to demonstrate entanglement under coarse-grained 

measurements. 

According to Eq. [2.7] the state would be separable only when there is no transmission 
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and even for high losses through the process, there still would be entanglement in the 

system. Note that this is just the loss in the detection process and it does not include 

losses in the amplification process. Losses in amplification process was considered in [14] 

and it is more complicated. Currently there is no theoretical proof for entanglement if 

there is loss in the amplification process. 

In [14] P. Sekatski et al. showed that the demonstration method that Dc Martini 

used fails for some separable states. In fact, the criterion that De Martini et al. used, 

report some separable states as entangled [14, 16]. There are two issues with their 

demonstration method: the criterion that they used, is designed for a bipartite system 

with 2-dimensional Hilbert spaces where considering the loss, the macro-qubit lives in a 

higher dimensional Hubert space; as well, post-selections in their experiment opens up 

the detection loophole. 

Later, in 2010, Spagnolo et al. in [16] stated that with some supplementary assump-

tion it still is possible to infer the result of [4] as a demonstration of entanglement. Their 

supplementary assumption was that if one knows that the micro-macro correlation is 

produced with a quantum cloner e.g. parametric down conversion process, then the 

demonstration method used in [4] is conclusive. This still is assuming that there is no 

loss before and during the amplification process. 

In the same paper, they propose a different method for demonstration of entangle-

ment which is based on attenuation. This method was exploited before in [15, 31]. They 

consider a high loss channel such that most photons of the macro qubit on channel B 

are lost. Then only a single photon is left and they can use their criterion safely for 

that single photon, because after the loss, it would be a two-dimensional qubit system. 

They demonstrate entanglement between two single photons. Demonstration of the en-

tanglement after attenuation means that there was entanglement before that, because 

entanglement dose not increase under local operations [32] and attenuation is a local 
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operation. 

But the question is still open whether or not, one can demonstrate entanglement with 

coarse-grained measurements. That is what my project is addressing. The following 

section will explain in more detail what the idea beneath my project is. 

2.3.2 My project 

As explained above, there is a chance that the statistics of the micro-macro entanglement 

in the set-up presented in [4] could be reproduced with classical correlation between a 

single photon and a beam of light. I will show that, with even small inaccuracies in 

photon counting measurements, the statistics of Dc Martini's experiment could well be 

approximated with a classical correlation. This means that with even small imperfection 

in measurements, quantum correlation appears to be classical. 

Here I consider the photon counting for the measurements as Dc Martini did in their 

experiment. Then I model imperfections by coarse-graining the photon number and show 

that coarse-graining results in a Quantum-to-Classical transition from entanglement to 

classical correlation. . This is not the first time that coarse-graining results in Quantum-

to-Classical transition. Indeed, there is a proposal that explains Quantum-to-Classical 

transition for spin system in terms of coarse-grained measurements. In the next section 

I will explain more about this approach and one of the successful example in this picture. 

2.4 Classical-to- Quantum transition and coarse-grained measurements 

It has always been of special interest to understand the transition between classical and 

quantum mechanical physics. Here I will explain a viewpoint which is conceptually 

different than the decoherence program [6, 7] and collapse models[33, 34]. 

This approach is fully quantum mechanical which means it does not modify the theory 

of quantum mechanics but still explains why it is so rare to see quantum phenomena at 
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the macroscopic level. More specifically, this viewpoint explains that due to limited 

precision of measurements in the lab, quantum effects transit to* classical effects. 

Currently there are some evidences which suggest that, this lack of precision for 

measurements could be a fundamental limitation in nature[35]. In this section, I will 

present a recent works which exploited the idea of coarse-graining for explanation of 

Quantum-to-Classical transition in spin systems. Then I will describe how I will use this 

idea in my own work. 

2.4.1 Coarse-graining in spin system 

In [8], J. Kofier and C. Brukner showed that for a spin system, coarse-graining could 

result in Quantum-to-Classical transition. They first showed that Leggett-Garg[36, 30] 

inequality, which is a macroscopic version of Bell inequality, is violated for even macro-

scopic systems if resolution for measurements of J is perfect. Then they show that in 

macroscopic level, when the resolution of measurements is not perfect, one cannot violate 

the macro-realism, i.e. Leggett-Oarg inequality. Furthermore, they showed that in this 

case, the dynamics of this system, emerges to follow classical dynamics. Here I explain 

in more detail what they show. 

They consider a system of spin j with an effective Hamiltonian like: 

H = wJ. (2.33) 

This is the interaction for spin precession with frequency W. They calculate the tem-

poral correlation function of Q = e(i1z), which is the parity operator. The parameter 

j is the spin length. They define a macroscopic system as a system with large Hilbert 

space dimension which in this case is 2j + 1. 

The temporal correlation is defined as: 
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K = C12 + C23 + C34 — C14, (2.34) 

where Cij = (Q(t)Q(t)) is the temporal correlation function of operator Q. Legget-

Garg inequality states that if macro-realism is true then: 

They found that: 

K ≤ 2. (2.35) 

K 3sinx sin 3x 

X 3x 
(2.36) 

where x = (2j + 1)w.I; and At is the time distance in calculation of the tempo-

ral correlation. For x=1.054 the Leggett-Garg inequality is violated. This violation is 

independent of j which means no mater how macroscopic the system is, as far as the 

experiment resolution for Q is perfect, the inequality is violated. 

They also show that for large j, if the accuracy in the measurement is not enough to 

resolve different eigenstate of j,, then the dynamics of the system is effectively similar to 

the one for classical spin. 

This suggests that classical dynamics could emerge from quantum dynamics when 

measurements are not accurate enough and coarse-graining could result in a Quantum-

to-Classical transition. Later in 2010, IKofler et al. [35] provided some evidences that 

coarse-graining could be a fundamental limitation for spin systems. Their statement is 

based on the Heisenberg uncertainty principle combined with relativistic causality and 

finiteness of resources to show that for the macroscopic spin system above, the precision 

of measurements is fundamentally limited by laws of Nature. 
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2.4.2 Coarse-graining in De Martini's experiment 

Precision for photon counting experiments is limited by current technology. Currently, 

the resolution of large photon counting is limited. In this thesis, I present a result similar 

to the one in [8] although there are some differences. For instance, the macroscopic system 

that I consider here, is a macro-beam of light which is observable with naked eye [13], 

where in [8] they define a macro-system as any system with a high dimensional Hilbert 

space. The other difference is that my focus here is on emergence of classical correlation 

out of quantum correlation, where in [8], they illustrated Quantum-to-Classical transition 

for the dynamics of the spin. In other words, here I consider quantum correlation as a 

quantum phenomena that has no classical analogue rather than the quantum dynamics 

which was considered in [8]. Finally, the result is that for photon counting measurements, 

coarse-graining results in a transition from quantum entanglement to classical correlation. 

In the next Chapter I will explain in more detail how I study the correlation in De 

Martini's experiment, how I model the coarse-graining in photon counting measurements, 

and how classical correlations can approximate quantum entanglement. 
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Chapter 3 

Micro-Macro Entanglement Under Equatorial Coarse-grained 

Measurements 

In this chapter, I will explain how micro-macro entanglement in De Martini's experiment 

may be demonstrated when measurements are perfectly precise. On the other hand, I 

will show that demonstration of entanglement for Dc Martini's experiment is impossible 

without supplementary assumptions, if there are even small inaccuracies in the photon 

counting measurements. In other words, considering the limited precision of experiments, 

the entanglement between the single photon and the macro-beam of light becomes em-

pirically indistinguishable from classical correlations. This suggests that coarse-graining 

may result in a Quantum-to-Classical transition. 

In this chapter I focus on equatorial measurements for both the single photon and 

the beam of light. That is because the demonstration in [4] was proposed for equatorial 

measurements. Later in Chapter 4 I will extend this idea to general measurements. 

In Section 3.1, I will explain the problem that I am considering. Then in Section 3.2, 

I will describe the method I am using in this work. Finally my results are presented in 

Section 3.3. 

3.1 Problem 

The system I am considering in this work was proposed by De Martini et al. in [4] and I 

explained it in detail in Section 2.3.1. As in Figure [3.1], there are two parties involved in 

this system. I am interested in the correlation between the two parties. More specifically, 

I would like to know if there is entanglement between the single photon on channel A 
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Quantum amplifier Classical amplifier 

Figure 3.1: The figure on the left is the Schematics of De martini's experiment with 
quantum phase covariant cloner and the one on the right is the analugue set-up with 
classical measure-and-prepare cloner. 

and the beam of light on channel B and, if there is, whether one can demonstrate this 

entanglement experimentally. 

As discussed in Section 2.3.1, when there is no loss in the amplification process, there is 

entanglement between the micro-macro partics[13]. However in a real experiment, there 

are losses. In Section 2.3.1 I explained that when there is loss only after amplification, 

there is a theoretical proof of entanglement which requires sophisticated measurements 

for demonstration of entanglement. The number of photons must be counted almost 

exactly and for technical reasons, this precision is limited in measurements. Now the 

question is whether I can still demonstrate entanglement when there is inaccuracy in the 

outcomes and measurements become coarse-grained. This leads me to the main question 

of my work. 

Problem 1: If photon counting measurements in De Martini's experiment are not accu-

rate, assuming no other experimental imperfection, can one still demonstrate entangle-

mnent experimentally? 

Here I show that, with even small inaccuracies in the measurements , it is almost 

impossible to observe the micro-macro entanglement. This could explain why it is hard 

to see Schrödinger's cat. Note that my goal here is not to do the experiment, but I 

examine experimental outcomes and losses from a theoretical viewpoint. 
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3.2 Method 

To answer the question in Section 3,1, I propose an alternative question: How much 

does the quantum entanglement in De Martini's experiment differ from classical corre-

lation? In other words, how closely can one approximate the quantum entanglement in 

Dc Martini's experiment with classical correlations? If classical correlation can approxi-

mate the quantum entanglement in this system after coarse-graining, then experimental 

demonstration of entanglement is impossible. For this approach, two ingredients must 

be specified; first, what the classical correlation is and second, how to model the noise 

and loss in the experiment. 

For the classical correlation, I use the method introduced by P. Sekatski et al. in [14]. 

They simply replace the quantum cloner in Dc Martini's experiment with a measure-

and-prepare cloner. I explained in Section 2.2.3 that as there is a measurement in the 

measure-and-prepare amplification process, the entanglement between the two parties is 

broken and they are only classically correlated after the amplification process. 

The next step is to consider the inaccuracy in measurements. Clearly the probability 

of getting each outcome is affected by getting other outcomes. That is because an outcome 

after some noise or loss, may be interpreted as a different outcome. For instance, consider 

the probability of detecting j photons in some basis when the state is I') 

If the measurement is perfect, the probability of getting Ii) is 1. However if there is 

noise in the measurement, the Ij - 1) part of the state may be measured as Ii). That 

changes the probability of getting Ii. This change depends on the types of inaccuracy 

in measurements. To account for these inaccuracies, I coarse-grain the measurement 

outcomes. In this chapter, I stick to a simple coarse-graining method which is to average 

over neighbouring probabilities. Mathematically, that is 
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Pr(j) = P(j) + P(j + 1). (3.1) 

This is the most basic way of coarse-graining the measurement outcomes. Indeed, 

this is a non-overlapping binning with bins of size 2. I picked this model to show that 

even for small inaccuracies in measurement, there is a classical correlation which could 

approximate the micro-macro entanglement in De Martini's experiment. In the next 

chapter, I will replace this coarse-graining model with a more structured model with 

larger bins but in this chapter, this model serves my purpose. 

There are two bipartite systems, one with classical correlation and one with quantum 

entanglement. First, I calculate the measurement outcomes for these two systems and 

coarse-grain the result. Then I compare the two sets of coarse-grained outcomes. The 

comparison in this chapter is an intuitive graphical comparison. I will quantify this 

comparison in the next chapter. 

In this section, I will explain all these steps in more detail. I will start with a 

system with classical correlations. Then I will derive the probability distributions for the 

measurement outcomes for the two systems and finally I will compare the coarse-grained 

results. 

3.2.1 Micro-Macro system with classical correlation 

For the system with classical correlations, I consider a set-up similar to De Martini's 

experiment, but instead of sthe phase covariant cloner, I use a measure-and-prepare 

cloner as introduced in Section 2.2.3. This means the photon in channel B is being 

measured in some random basis on the equator and the cloner prepares N copies of the 

measurement outcome. The measurement of the single photon on channel B breaks the 

entanglement which means that the state after amplification is only classically correlated 

with the single photon on channel A. 
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This approach was introduced by P. Sekatski et al. in [14]. As I described the 

measure-and-prepare cloner in Section 2.2.3, the state of the amplified qubit is 

Prnp = f d rrLp (P(7) I mp)Kmp I +(rnp) I ntpi)(mp± I) (3.2) 

where the state 1 is 

(at) "  

= 

As already discussed in Section 2.2.3, this cloner is optimal and in the limit N -> oo, the 

fidelity of the clones is 34. 

I refer to the classical system as MP-cloner and to Dc Martini's experiment as PC-

clomer. Now the question is whether or not MP-cloner can approximate the statistics of 

PC-cloner. 

3.2.2 Probability distributions 

In this section I find the probability distributions for MP-cloner and PC-cloner. To com-

pare, I study possible measurements on them and compare the probability distribution 

of outcomes. There are two measurements, one for the single photon on channel A and 

one for the beam of light on channel B. The measurement of the single photon is a single 

photon detection and determines the state of the photon in the measurement basis.The 

measurement on the multi-photon state counts the number of photons in two orthogonal 

mode of a given basis, e.g. j in the JR) state and N - j photons in the IL) state. 

As the initial state is a singlet state, measurement of the single photon determines 

the state of the photon on channel B before the amplification and consequently the final 

macro-state. For instance, suppose the measurement basis to be { 1, 0) 0A A' 10, 1) 0A }. 

If the outcome of the single photon measurement is 1, 0)01,A, then the state on channel 

B is 10, 1)OA,A. In other words, the measurement of the single photon in channel A deter-

mines the input state for the amplification process and introduces two new parameters, 
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9A and OA . I call these two parameters Oi,, and çbj as they specify the input state for 

the amplification process. For equatorial measurements, Oj, = r/2 and there is only one 

parameter, çbj. Therefore I drop the index for Oj, for simplicity and only keep çb in my 

notation. 

As mentioned before, measurements on the macro-state are photon-counting mea-

surements. In order to calculate the probability distribution for measurements on the 

macro-state, I calculate the macro state first. Macro qubit is different in between PC-

cloner and MP-cloner. 

Macro-state for PC-cloner 

As explained in Section 2.2.3 the evolution in PC-cloner corresponds to the following 

Hamiltonian: 

H = ix44 + i-i.e.. (3.4) 

Therefore the macro-state is: 

= itFII) (3.5) 

An arbitrary single-photon input state on the equator can be parametrized as: 

'cl'input) = cos ()I1, O) ,o + sin()IO, 1),o. (3.6) 

Here I follow a similar method as in [13] to calculate the macro state. Rewriting 

the Hamiltonian in the form of Eq. [2.24], breaks the time evolution operator into two 

unitaries: 

e (at2_a2)e(42_a1) = uu1. (3.7) 

If one span the Hilbert space of the input photon in {IR) = I1)ojO)o.j, IL) = O)o1 1)oi} 

basis, the amplified basis is: 

{I) =UU± I1,O)o = IAi)IAo)±, 

I(I)L) =UU1 O, 1) = Ao)IA1)j}, (3.8) 
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where A1) = UI 1), Ao) = Ulo), and analogously for the perpendicular modes. The 

explicit form of I') and V' 1) for an arbitrary q is: 

00 i!j!  I(2i+ 1);(2i) 1)B (3.9) - 

lB 

lB = 

i,j=O 

00 + 2i)!(2j)! 1(2j)O; (2i + 1)')B' 
fij i!j! 

i,j=O 

(3.10) 

with 'yjj = C 2(—), C coshg, r tanhg, and g the non-linear gain. The two 

macro-states ) and are orthogonal which indicates the state ) in Eq. [ 2.31] 

is still a singlet state. For more detail see [4]. 

The time evolution operator is linear, which means that a general input state is a 

superposition of ) and 1?) as: 

bp) = t1 (cOS(c)I1, O),o + sin(q5)I0, 1),o) = cos() I) + sin(q) 1). (3.11) 

This is the macro-state that I study for measurements. 

Macro-state for MP-cloner 

As I am using the measure-and-prepare cloner for amplification in MP-cloner, the macro 

state as in Eq. [2.27] is: 

Prnp = ! J dO,(P+(Ov1P) \ cmp I +P 7 ) I mpi)(,np ) (3.12) 
ir 

For an input state on the equator, the probabilities P () are: 

P+ (cb)= COS () P (cb)= sin (). (3.13) 

The parameter q denotes the polar angle on the equator. see Figure [2.1] for more 

detail. 

Measurements on macro-states and final probability distributions 

Now that I have the macro-state for both PC-cloner and MP-cloner, I can apply projec-

tive measurements to them and calculate the probability distribution of outcomes. 
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The measurement on the macro-state involves a phase rotator, a polarizing beam 

splitter and two photon counting detectors. See Figure [2.2] for more detail. After the 

amplification, the phase rotator and the beam splitter separates photons into an arbitrary 

orthogonal polarizations basis e.g. I I There are two photon detectors after the 

beam splitter. One of them counts the number of photons in the state I) and the other 

one those in the orthogonal state V'±). 

The polarization rotator determines the basis of measurement on the macro state 

and introduces two new parameters °out and çb. As the amplification process for both 

cloner is phase covariant, the parameter /j, does not matter and I set it to zero without 

loss of generality. In fact, only the difference between and ut is relevant, so I merge 

them together to one parameter A0 = 0i, -  Qout for this study. As I am still working 

with equatorial measurements in this chapter, I choose O = ZE 

The projection operator corresponding to this photon counting measurement is: 

IIj N-jXj,N-jI,. 

Then the probability distribution for PC-cloner is: 

Pr(j, = II(WIi, N - i)II2 

Similarly the probability distribution for MP-cloner is: 

(3.14) 

Prmp (j, ) f 7r d mpP mp) Imp(NIj, No— i)112. (3.15) 

For the explicit form of the probability distribution in Eq. [3.14,3.15] see [Appendix 

A]. 
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Figure 3.2: Probability distributions for classical and quantum mechanically amplified 
states for Lq5 = 0. The x-axis indicates possible out comes on detector BI as in Figure 
[2.2] and the y-axis the probability of getting that outcome. 

3.3 Results 

Here I compare PC-cloner with MP-cloner. I will quantify this comparison in the next 

chapter. 

Figure [3.2] shows the probability distribution for the two macro-states when Lq = 0. 

For perfect measurements, it is possible to distinguish these two macro-states, as 

the macro-state for PC-cloner has zero probability for even terms, while MP-cloner has 

non-zero probabilities. 

On the other hand, from a realistic viewpoint, as measurement are not perfect, the 

probability distribution in a real experiment would be coarse-grained. As I explained in 

Section 3.2, for coarse-graining I start with the simple non-overlapping binning of Eq. 

[3.1]. That is: 

Pr(j) = P(j) + P(j + 1). (3.16) 

Figure [3.3] shows the coarse-grained version of Figure [3.2]. If photon counting 
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Figure 3.3: Coarse-Grained probability distributions. The x-axis indicates possible out-
comes after coarse-graining and the y-axis indicates the probability of getting coarse— 
grained outcomes. 

detectors cannot resolve neighbouring terms, i.e. Ii N - J) from Ij + 1, N - .j - 1), then 

the final probability distribution looks like Figure [3.3]. 

Clearly, for even the most basic coarse-graining model that I considered here, the 

quantum entanglement in De Martini's experiment is not easily distinguishable from the 

classical correlation in my separable micro-macro proposal. This is the core idea of my 

work, that when measurement outcomes are coarse-grained, the quantum correlation can 

be well approximated classically. Note that I took tq5 = 0 but the result here holds for 

any arbitrary L. For more detail, see Section A.3. 

3.4 Summary 

For the demonstration of entanglement that Dc Martini et al. presented in [4], even 

small inaccuracies in measurements make it almost impossible to distinguish quantum 

entanglement from classical correlations. In other words, if measurements are not per-

fect, the statistics of Dc Martini's experiment can be approximated with a classically 
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correlated system. This is an example that illustrates that coarse-graining can result in 

the emergence of classical physics from quantum effects. 

In the next chapter, I will extend my study to general measurements on Bloch sphere 

for both the single photon and the beam of light. There I will generalize the two pa-

rameters Oj and I will modify the measure-and-prepare cloner in the classical 

micro-macro proposal for comparison with general measurements. I will also present a 

more general model for coarse-graining the measurement outcomes. Finally, I will quan-

tify the difference between measurements on PC-cloner and the new MP-cloner. This 

will lead me to conclude that it is difficult to observe the micro-macro entanglement in 

Dc Martini's experiment when measurements are not exact, which is the central message 

of this thesis. 
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Chapter 4 

Micro-Macro Entanglement Under General Coarse-grained 

Measurements 

In Chapter 3, I considered Dc Martini's experiment with their equatorial measurements. 

The question I will be considering within this chapter is whether or not there is any basis 

for photon counting measurement that distinguishes the micro-macro entanglement from 

a classical correlation. 

I follow a similar method as in Chapter 3. Concerning the proposals, there are 

2 changes. First, measurements for both PC-cloner and MP-cloner is now extended to 

measurements in an arbitrary basis on Bloch sphere. This generalizes the two parameters 

0M and 00ut and changes the action of polarization rotators. The second change concerns 

the MP-cloner only. As I will explain in Section 4.1.1, the primary measure-and-prepare 

cloner should be modified to fit generalized measurements. 

There are also some changes in mathematical details of coarse-graining and the com-

parison between two proposals. Here I will present a more general model for coarse-

graining. I also quantify the concept of comparison with a statistical distance. Finally I 

will show that the statistical distance between PC-cloner and MP-cloner goes to zero as 

the precision of measurements decreases. 

The structure of this chapter is as follows; in the first section, I will explain why MP-

cloner I used in Chapter 3 is not good enough for measurements in all bases. Then in 

Section 4.1.2 I will calculate the probability distribution for measurements in an arbitrary 

basis. Finally in Section 4.2 I will compare the new class of MP-cloner with PC-cloner 

for measurements in an arbitrary basis and present my results. 
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4.1 Method 

The method is similar to what I did in the previous chapter. Here I will go through what 

is different. In the first part of this section, I will explain why the primary MP-cloner 

proposal does not fit for general measurement and propose a new MP-cloner. The rest 

is to calculate the probability distribution and to compare them. In Section 4.1.3 I will 

present the new structured coarse-graining model and finally in Section 4.1.4 I introduce 

a mathematical measure to quantify the difference between PC-cloner and MP-cloner. 

4.1.1 New measure-and-prepare cloner 

Although the measure-and-prepare cloner I exploited in previous chapter works very 

well when measurements are equatorial, measurements on the pole of Bloch spherewould 

differentiate it from PC-cloner. That is because the state amplified with the phase 

covariant cloner is highly squeezed for measurements in J, introduced in Eq. [2.3]. To 

see that, consider the amplification Hamiltonian in Eq. [2.23]: 

H = i((a) + (at)2) + H.c., 

Clearly it generates the same number of photons in both IH) and V) polarizations 

and the difference between the number of photons in H) and IV) for the input state is 

close to one. When the cloner amplifies it to N 104 photons, the difference is still 1 

which means that the state is highly squeezed. 

On the other hand, the primary measure-and-prepare cloner involves production of 

on the equator. One can expand the state in the II) and IV) basis. In that basis, 

the state has terms like I1O, 0) h,, which is not squeezed at all. 

That means to differentiate the two cloners, one can simply do measurements on 

the pole of Bloch sphere namely in {IH), V)}. Note that this difference could not be 

demonstrated by equatorial measurements. 
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The tricky point here is that, although my primary MP-cloner is distinguishable 

from PC-cloner , it still does not mean that correlation in PC-cloner could not be 

approximated classically. In other words, one may still find an other classical system that 

works better and it could approximate the correlation of PC-cloner for measurements in 

an arbitrary basis. That is what I will cover in this section. 

I propose a new MP-cloner which is to approximate PC-cloner for photon counting 

measurements in any arbitrary basis. Based on the problem I mentioned above, a natural 

choice is to confine the measure-and-prepare cloner to generate squeezed states, states 

with small AJ,. That means instead of N)p = Ej c()i, N - i)1,,, I only keep squeezed 

terms of the decomposition which in the extreme case is: 

eIn, n+ 1) +eln+ 1, n)  
(4.1) 

where n = N2 1. This state is highly squeezed but it has the problem that equatorial mea-

surements distinguishes it from PC-cloner. Therefore, as a compromise, I can keep more 

terms which are less squeezed but this improves MP-cloner for equatorial measurements. 

I take the following state for MP-cloner: 

= 2(+ 1) , In n+i+ 1) 1, n—i)), (4.2) 

where t indicates how many less squeezed terms I am keeping. In fact t = 0 is the 

most squeezed case and as t increases, the state becomes less squeezed. This introduces 

a new parameter, t. 

4.1.2 Probability distribution for measurements in an arbitrary basis 

The next step is to calculate the probability distribution corresponding to measurement 

outcomes. I follow the exact same procedure as I did in Section 3.2.2 with a different 

state and different measurements. The probability for MP-cloner is: 

Pr p(j, °out, °in, ) = I f 7r dO.pP+ (O.p, Oj.) ll(mpIj,N -j)° 2 (4.3) 
71 



40 

Clearly more parameters are involved in this probability distribution. That is because 

90.t, Oi. 7r/2 any more. 

Similarly, the probability distribution for the measurement in an arbitrary basis on 

macro-state of PC-cloner would change to: 

Pr(j, 0011t) °i., 4) = II Ii, N - 3)o4.II 2 

For the explicit form of probability distribution see [Appendix B]. 

4.1.3 Coarse-graining Model 

(4.4) 

The next step is to specify the coarse-graining method. I model the coarse-graining as a 

symmetric overlapping binning with the following form: 

Pr (j) Pr(j_cT)+ ... +Pr(j)+ ... +Pr(j+cT)  
= 

2o+1 
(4.5) 

where the size of the bin is 2o + 1. The parameter o should be determined by the 

amount of error that there exists in outcomes, i.e. if there is too much error that means 

the inaccuracy in outcomes is large and each probability is affected by a larger bin, 

therefore o- should be larger. 

I have tried several different approaches for modelling coarse-graining and I strongly 

expect that the results do not depend on the coarse-graining method. 

4.1.4 Measure for comparison 

In order to quantify the distance between the two types of correlation, I use the Man-

hattan norm which is defined as: 

Pr (j) - PrTT T, (.7)1 (4.6) 
3 

This is a global measure of statistical difference between the two probability distri-

butions. For more information see [37]. 
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4.2 Results 

The result of this section is summarized in Figure [4.1]. It shows how the difference 

changes as a function of the relative bin size, o-/N. As expected, the more coarse-

graining, the less distant they become. This implies that it would be more difficult to 

distinguish the micro-macro entanglement from classical correlations. 

For larger coarse-graining the distance become smaller and smaller. Note that D is 

a function of all angles, as was discussed before. This means, one should make sure 

that this behaviours hold for all different values of parameters. I did the same graph for 

different values of parameters and results are similar. See [Appendix B] for more details. 

There still might be a caveat here. In my simulation, the largest value of N is 91 

which is fairly small in comparison to N 101 in the experiment. One might object 

that although the difference between classical and quantum mechanical result is small 

after coarse-graining for small values of N, this could be false when N is large. Figure 

[4.1] fills this caveat. This graphs shows that as the parameter N increases, not only the 

difference has the same behaviour, but it also decreases faster in terms of the relative 

error, . 

This means that for the real experiment which has N iOn, for a very small inaccu-

racy, the distance between classical and quantum mechanical outcome vanishes. 

Figure [4.2] gives a clear picture for larger values of u. When u grows, the distance 

becomes almost independent of N. On the other hand, for large values of N , the same a 

corresponds to a smaller relative error. In other words, large a guarantees that distance 

is small and does not depend on N. Therefore, for relatively small errors, the two types 

of correlations become indistinguishable. 

Figure [4.2] and Figure [4.1] are for Oj, = , O = , L\ = 0. I found similar graphs 

for other values of parameters. See [Appendix B] 
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Figure 4.1: This graphs shows D(j) as a function of the relative error JIa, for different 
value of N. As N increases, e.g. for N 104 the distance is expected to vanishes for 

even small inaccuracies. 
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Figure 4.2: This graphs shows D(j) as a function of 2a + 1, the size of the bin, for 
different value of N. For large values of the bin size, the distance for different values of 
N decreases to the same value. 



43 

4.3 Summary 

I showed that the statistical difference between Dc Martini's experiment and my sepa-

rable micro-macro proposal becomes negligible for even small amount of inaccuracy in 

photon counting measurements. Furthermore I showed that this result holds for photon 

counting measurements in any arbitrary basis. This demonstrates why it is difficult to 

observe the micro-macro entanglement in De Martini's experiment. 



44 

Chapter 5 

Discussion and Conclusion 

In this thesis, I studied De Martini's experiment for generating entanglement between a 

macroscopic and a microscopic object. I proposed a system with a purely classical correla-

tion and I showed that if measurement outcomes are coarse-grained, statistical properties 

of Dc Martini's experiment looks like statistical properties of my classical proposal. This 

is a Quantum-to-Classical transition from the micro-macro entanglement to classical 

correlation that occurs only due to the coarse-graining of measurement outcomes. 

Note that this is not in contrast to decoherence program as one still needs coherent 

evolution to see quantum effects. In other words, not only a coherent evolution is re-

quired to see quantum phenomena, but also precise measurements are needed. My result 

states that even if the evolution is perfectly coherent but measurements are not accurate, 

quantum entanglement vanishes and appears as a classical correlation. 

I would like to mention that this is not the first time that Quantum-to-Classical 

transition under coarse-grained measurements has been studied. This approach was 

previously exploited in [8] to show a Quantum-to-Classical transition for spin systems. 

In that paper, Kofier et al. showed that the time evolution of a spin particles looks 

exactly like a classical spin if measurements of S operator are coarse-grained. The 

required resolution in order to distinguish non-classicality should be Lm $ '/7 where j 

is the total angular momentum of the spin system. A similar result was reported before 

in [38]. It states that for a specific class of states, all Bell inequalities will be satisfied if: 

Am. >> (5.1) 

Here I showed that for the specific case of Dc Martini's experiment, a resolution of 
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1 is required to see the non-classicality. This suggests that for some states, a 

higher resolution is required to demonstrate the non-classicality. 

What I proved here is limited to Dc Martini's experiment and it does not mean 

that any micro-macro entanglement could be approximated with classical correlation 

after coarse-graining. In other words, although I proved that Schrodinger's cat that Dc 

Martini proposed is difficult to demonstrate, there might still exist 'a micro-macro entan-

glement that has no classical analogue and could be demonstrated. Therefore, a natural 

way to extend upon my work is to study other proposals for generating micro-macro 

entanglement e.g. opto-mechanical qubits[2]. The long-term goal would be to either 

prove that any micro-macro entanglement transits to classical correlation under the re-

striction of coarse-grained measurements or to find a feasible micro-macro entanglement 

that could not be approximated classically after coarse-graining. 

Another direction to build up on my project is to find the maximum sufficient reso-

lution to see non-classicality. This may depend on the state under study. Then it would 

be interesting to understand what properties of the state affect the sufficient resolution 

and how they affect it. 
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Appendix A 

Equatorial probability distributions 

In this Appendix, I present the explicit form of the probability distribution for equatorial 

measurements for PC-cloner and MP-cloner. I will also that as in Figure [3.3], for all 

values of parameter A0, the probability distribution for both classical and quantum 

correlation look the same after coarse-graining. In part A I present the probability 

distribution for PC-cloner, and in part B the probability distribution for MP-cloner. 

A.1 Probability distribution for PC-cloner 

I will start with the L\ç = 0 and ir. Explicit probability distributions for these two cases 

are: 

Pr  (j, 0) = 

Pr c(j,ir) - 

j!(n,—j)! 
(j1n-j-11' 2 
'2 2 •1 

t!(n—j)! 

(i'j") 2, 
\ 2 2 • 

(A.1) 

where n = N 2 1. The general probability distribution in terms Pr  (j, 0) and Pr  (j, iv) 

is: 

Pr(j, ) Cos2 ()Pr(j, 0) + Sin2()Prp(j, iv) 

+2Sin( AO )Cos() /Prpc (j, 0)Pr(j, iv) (A.2) 
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A.2 Probability distribution for PC-cloner 

It is similar to the previous section. I start with the Prmp (j, 0) and Prmp( j, 0) which are: 

Prmp (j, 0) = 2*n! Beta ir(n—j)!j! (j+1/2,n—j+3/2) 

Prmp (j, 7r)  2 * = ( .)l .IBetaU+3/2n3+l/2) (A.3) 

where Beta(a, b) = r(a)r'(b) gives the Euler beta function. Then the general probability 
['(a+h) 

distribution is: 

Prmp(j, ) CO52()pTmp (j, 0) + Sin 2 ()Prmp (j, 7r) 

+2Sin( ) Cos() /PTmp (j, 0) PTmp (j, r) (A.4) 

Both Pr(j, and Prmp (j, are the same functions of P'r(j, z4 = 0) and 

Prmp (j, tq = ir). Therefore, showing that under coarse-grained photon counting mea-

surements, {Pr(j, 0), Pr(j, ir)} looks like {Prmp (j, 0), Prmp( j, r)}, is sufficient to prove 

that for any AO, after coarse-graining the two probability distributions look the same. 

A.3 Measurements with non-zero AO 

In Figure [3.3], I showed that for equatorial measurements with AO = 0, if the photon 

counting outcomes are coarse-grained, the two graphs match each other. Figure [A.l} 

shows the same result for AO = ir. As I explained above, this figure extends my statement 

to any arbitrary 
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Figure A.1: Coarse-grained probability distribution for AO = ir with equatorial mea-
surements 
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Appendix B 

General probability distributions 

In this Appendix, I present the explicit form of the probability distribution for general 

measurements for PC-cloner and MP-cloner. I will also show that for all angles the 

statistical distance between PC-cloner and MP-clonervanishes. In part A I present the 

probability distribution for PC-cloner and in part B the probability distribution for 

MP-cloner. 

B.1 Probability distribution for PC-cloner 

I first define following functions: 

fp (Gin, = Cos () + Sin (Gin/2) e K AO 

Cos () e_i* + Sin ((L--) e'*AO 
cfp A., A4) =  

Cos ( -"1 — Sin ("-)) i*A 
fm(O,iq')= 2 

cfm (0. ,Cos () e_i* - Sin (L) e1* A O 

(Goui A(j,9 out, G, AO) = '/j!(2n+ l — j)!Cos --- — 2n+1-j \ *Sin -- - 7 J  

(B.1) 

j 2*n+1-j (Pi + p2)!(2 * ri + 1 - Pi - P2)! 90ut ir Cos P1—P2 Oout ir P2 - P1 

(j—p1)!p1!(2m+1—j—p2)!p2! 2 * Sin 
() 

pj=O p2=0 (  *(_i)P2P1 fp q) * 61,Mod(pj+p2,2) fm (Gin, * ö0Mod(Pi+P22)  
2n+1 )) 

* (Pi+P2-l)I (-p1-p2 + (a±2a)T (2n-pi-P2)! 
" 2 1 

(13.2) 
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Then the probability distribution is: 

Pr1 (j, U out, Uj,, t) = A (j, 9 out, 9 12 

B.2 Probability distribution for MP-cloner 

Similarly, I first define two following functions: 

mpA(j,t,9 ... ) =Re(/(2n+l_j)!j!(n_s)!(m+s+l)i(_l)T9 

Min(j,n—s) (-1)' Cos t)2P13+8+l Sin (o)fl—s+3-2P1 

(j—p1)!p11 (rt+s—j+pi+l)!(rt—s—pi)! 
pj Ma(O,j—m—s— 1) 

mpB(j, t, OOU) = Re (,\/(2n+l—j)!j!(n  - s)!(n + s + 1)!(-1)'' 

Min(j,m+s+1) (1)P' Cos Sin ()fl+S+l+2P1 

(j —p)!p! (r&—s—j+pi)!(n+s+l—pi)! 
pi=Max(O,j+s—n) 

Then the probability distribution is: 

Prmp (j, 8) Oout, 9in, Lç5) = 

(I;E (e2i*(h1_i2) 

2(ts+1)2 
mpA (j, ii, Out) mpA (j, 12, Oout) 

(Cos (2a) (811,12+1 + ôil,12-1) + 25l1,2) + 

rnpB (j, ii, Oout) rnpl3 (j, i2, Oout) 
2 

(Cos (2a) (611,12+1 + 6i1,i2-1) + 2611,12 )) + 

Cos (2a) Cos (24) mpA (j, O Gout) m.pB (j, O Gout)) (B.5) 

(13.3) 

where a= 2L - 
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B.3 Graphs for general measurements 

This section is to show that the result of Section 4.2 holds for all different values of 

parameters. Table B.1 shows how the difference between PC-cloner and MP-cloner 

changes for different values of parameters, Omit, 0in, q5 

Table B.1: Statistical distance between PC-cloner and 

MP-cloner as a function of error and bin size for different 

angles. 
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Table B.1 - Continued 

Distance vs. relative error Distance vs. the size of the bin 
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