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Learning outcomes for this session

Participants will be guided to

• explore the benefits and application of 
participatory photography methods

• compare the similarities and differences 
of photovoice and photo-elicitation 
methods 

• experience a photo-elicitation activity

Image: Unsplash
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Session 
Outline

A bit about our study and how we applied 
participatory photography methods

An introduction to Photovoice and photo-
elicitation methods

Comparing the two methods: Infographic

A photo-elicitation activity and debrief

Words of wisdom based on our experiences 
with Photovoice and photo-elicitation 



Our study methods
Photovoice 
Photo-elicitation

Research Purpose: To explore and understand how 
Indigenous students at the University of Calgary 
experience their learning and library spaces
Initial study: Photovoice
• Undergraduate Indigenous students 

• Students took photos of learning spaces on campus

• Pre-study interviews

• Several workshops

Revised study: Photo-elicitation
• Undergraduate Indigenous students

• Researcher-generated photographs

• Pre-study interview

• One photo-elicitation interview

Next steps: Analysis and Interpretation in progress.  An e-book is in 
development.
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Photovoice & Photo-elicitation

8

• Where am I in this photo?
• Who am I as a learner?

• Where are you in this photo?
• Who are you as a learner?

Photovoice: 
Participant-generated photo

Photo-elicitation: 
Researcher-generated photo



Photovoice Goals

• to enable people to record and reflect their 
community's strengths and concerns

• to promote critical dialogue and knowledge 
about important community issues through 
large and small group discussion of 
photographs

• to reach policymakers 

(Wang & Burris, 1997, p. 370)
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Photovoice Process

Identification of the topic 
or issue to be explored 

with participants

Invitation which involves 
participant recruitment

Education of participants 
with respect to the 

photovoice purpose and 
method

Documentation includes 
prompts for photos such 

as 
Who am I as a learner? 

Where am I in this space?

Narration involves 
participants, in a group, 

discussing their 
photographs

Ideation involves data 
coding and thematic 

analysis

Presentation of photos 
and narratives as 

exhibition

Reflecting on the process 
and lessons learned
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(Latz, 2017)



Photo-elicitation Goals

• to uncover participants’ experiences and 
perspectives, using the photos to guide the 
interview

• photos themselves are the focus of the 
interview, with participants discussing what 
the photographs means to them 

(Bates et al. 2017)
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Photo-elicitation Process

Epistemological decision where 
the researchers determine “the 

nature of the phenomenon”     
(p. 468) along with determining 

if participant-generated or 
researcher-generated photos

Participant briefing 

In a researcher-generated study, 
the chosen photos are shared 

with the participants prior to the 
interview so that they have time 
to consider and reflect upon the 

photos 

Interviews are semi-structured 
for researcher-driven studies. 

The photographs are the stimuli 
for the conversations

Analysis which can take the form 
of content or thematic analysis, 
discourse or narrative analysis, 

or interpretative 
phenomenological analysis

Dissemination is often more in 
the traditional academic vein
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(Bates et al., 2017)
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Photo-elicitation Activity: Experiencing the process 

Part 1
• View 5 photos (next slide)
• Enter your reactions to the photos in Chat.   What did you see? 

What are you curious about? Is there one that resonates for you? 

Part 2. Photo-elicitation interview with Volunteer
• Select 1 photo that reasonates with you
• Susan will interview you to demonstrate the process

Part 3. Debrief the activity
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Photo-elicitation Activity Debrief

Volunteer:  What was it like to experience this activity?

Participants:  How could you adopt this method for your research?
What did you observe during this activity?
What surprised you?
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Words of Wisdom
What we experienced and what we know about the application of Photovoice and photo-elicitation.  What 
really happened (next two slides)

Recommended reading
Bartleet et al., (2019). “Building and deepening relationships requires time, awareness, reflection,and understanding”  
Castleden, Morgan, V. S., & Lamb, C. (2012). "I spent the first-year drinking tea" Exploring Canadian university researchers' perspectives on 
community-based participatory research involving Indigenous peoples. 

Commonalities across the two methods
• Recruitment: Connecting with networks, invitations, reminders

Students are not as familiar with the methods and may hesitate to volunteer
Students were offered incentives to participate. PV: Camera & Co-curricular credit, 
gift-certificate.  PE: Gift certificate

• Pre-study interviews: Conducted and recorded for both Photovoice and photo-elicitation
• Data analysis:  Abundance of data.  Thematic analysis of text.  Software analysis more robust (NVivo)
• Purpose: Research question, time, funding (budget) determine the method 
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Words of Wisdom
What we experienced and what we know about the application of Photovoice.  What really happened

Photovoice: Participant generated photos. Participant driven

Relationships: Chats over food, getting to know one another, being curious
Attrition: Participants and research assistant disappeared abruptly when the pandemic started
Time: Recruit participants, build relationships, build trust 
Support: Brought in counsellor, taking care
Listen: Request for Elder or other meaningful contributors
Share: Workshop dynamics and how to work together
Collaboration: Participants as partners, research question evolved and generated by students
Communication: Connecting with networks, invitations, keeping in contact
Openness: Put aside expectations 
Data: An abundance collected
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Words of Wisdom
What we experienced and what we know about the application of photo-elicitation.  What really happened

Photo-elicitation: Researcher generated photos. Researcher driven

Relationships: Pre-study interviews
Attrition: Participants disappeared after the pre-study interview
Time: Recruit participants
Communication: Connecting with networks, invitations, keeping in contact with participants
Prework: Researchers select photos
Time: Recruit participants and schedule interviews 
Interview process: Probing questions
Collaboration: Our application to this method did not provide for discussion between 
participants and did not create opportunities for co-researcher roles 
Openness: Put aside expectations 
Data: An abundance collected



The Powerful Images 
of Participatory 
Photography

“This is my boots. I just put myself 
in that space. There is space for 
me on these shelves. There's lots 
of room on these shelves. Doesn't 
have to be a book. There're other 
ways of learning, other ways of 
knowing, other ways of doing.”
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If time permits or questions about our study, the next three slides on the themes can be used.

Natural World
Representation
Acknowledgement

https://uofc.sharepoint.com/sites/GrpO365_TeachingandLearning_TI_MarComms-Conference-Secure/Shared%20Documents/Conference-Secure/Conf2022/Marketing%20&%20Comms/22-TAY-Conference-EB-Plain-Text-Email.docx?web=1


Theme: Natural World 

• Roots in atrium 
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“This is of a tree, the roots in the atrium 
and how that green life is just springing 
between those roots and in the midst of 
those rocks and then this big concrete 
building. That life is still present. Growth 
still continues, growth still happens. The 
power of mother nature and maybe the 
spreading and power of other 
knowledge systems weaving their way 
through this structure that they're put 
in. I see that as Indigenous people and 
their ways of knowing, doing, and being 
creeping up now and being allowed to 
blossom in these spaces.”  Quote: 
Indigenous Student



Theme: Representation 
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“I like how it's just that one purple chair 
though, it's like everything else around 
brown, green and then its that one 
purple chair. And that's-…That odd chair.  
…We're in a classroom full of... We're 
the only indigenous people sometimes.”
Quote: Indigenous Student



Theme: Acknowledgement
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“… we really respect and honour bears … 
that's something we learned through 
experiences and through learning from the 
land. So to bring the kind of learning 
experience into academia... You learn from 
your experiences as well and it'd be nice to 
have those kinds of knowledges validated 
…. So it's been an experience, so just 
honouring and acknowledging that we learn 
from other things. And it'd be cool if we can 
have those knowledges validated here as well”
Quote: Indigenous Student 
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