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Overview

1. Publication philosophy
2. Complexities and tensions within

academic publishing.
3. Getting published.
4. Post-publication.
5. Resources and next steps.



Publication philosophy

§ Differences in publica4on philosophy can be deeply 
divisive in academia.

§ My publica4on philosophy (also my biases):
— High quality peer-reviewed journal ar4cles are important, but 

not to the exclusion of other forms of knowledge 
mobiliza4on.

— Open-source knowledge helps everyone.
— Contested no4on (but a value I hold deeply): Eli4st 

approaches to academic publishing propagate exclusionary 
paradigms and academic snobbery.

— Publica4on can be – and should be – a way to create 
community, share ideas, and have an impact.

— Strike a balance between co-authoring and sole-authoring.



ImpactStory
What matters to you as a 

researcher?

www.imactstory.org

http://www.imactstory.org/


Develop your own publication philosophy

§ What’s your publication philosophy?
§ Who do you want to be a researcher? Scholar? 

Author?
§ What values do you hold?
§ Align your personal values with your publication 

values. 
§ Align your values to your writing activities.
§ Be true to yourself. (Others will challenge your beliefs 

around publication.)



Reconcile your philosophy with reality

§ Your personal philosophy may be at odds with the 
traditions of the academy.

§ We need to publish in highly credible peer-reviewed 
academic journals to get and keep our jobs.

§ If you want to cultivate a more robust approach to 
publishing it will likely have to be done in addition to, 
not instead of, traditional publications.

§ Hiring committees want to see peer-reviewed articles 
in credible journals listed on your c.v.



Academic publishing tensions

§ Most highly regarded.
§ Tensions with journals 

published by “the Big 5”:
1. Reed-Elsevier
2. Springer
3. Wiley-Blackwell
4. Taylor & Francis
5. Sage

https://nouvelles.umontreal.ca/en/article/2015/06/10/five-companies-control-more-than-
half-of-academic-publishing/

https://nouvelles.umontreal.ca/en/article/2015/06/10/five-companies-control-more-than-half-of-academic-publishing/


Complexities and pitfalls

§ Build your publication “street smarts”:
1. Predatory publishing & conferences
2. Get informed about article processing charges

(APCs)
3. Textual recycling (a.k.a. – Self-plagiarism)
4. Ask for help and advice from people you trust.



Key Aspect of Knowledge Mobilization

Academic
Publica9on

Conference 
presentation

Departmental 
talk

Resources

Publisher blog

Professional 
publication

Other?

Be mindful of honouring copyright agreements.
Use publications as one aspect of KMb for your work.



Other ways of publishing

www.theconversation.ca

Blogs

Professional 
publications

Popular media

http://www.theconversation.ca/


Develop your own publication plan

Manuscripts in 
process 

(Writing)
Manuscripts 
submitted

Manuscripts 
under revision

1. Have mul=ple manuscripts at various stages 
of development.

2. Figure out how much wri=ng you can 
reasonably manage.

3. Focus on wri=ng well. Get help when you 
need it.



Getting published

§ Non-negotiables
—Follow the submission guidelines.
—Don’t exceed the word count.
—Format your manuscript properly.
—Copyedit before submitting

§ In addition:
—Have multiple items in your publication pipeline.
—Develop a system to keep track of what you are doing.
—Develop a writing schedule (e.g. Belcher, 2009).



Expect rejection

§ Develop a thick skin.
—3 Reasons my work has been rejected in the past year:

§ Interesting topic, but not interesting enough to publish.
§ Institutional case study has no real significance.
§ Manuscript had too many pie charts.

§ What to do after you get rejected:
—Read feedback.
—Talk through feedback with someone you trust.
—Revise and resubmit elsewhere.

§ Rejection is not a reflection of your value as a writer 
or as a scholar. Keep your head high. Keep going.



Post-publication

§ Post-publication To Do’s:
—Add to your CV.
—Check copyright agreement. Ask for additional permissions 

if needed.
—If permitted, self-archive your publication.
—Share your publication on social media.
—Reach out to those whom you have cited.
—Thank those who helped you get the work published.



Making your publishing visible

h2ps://orcid.org https://scholar.google.ca



Altmetrics



ImpactStory

§ Join for free with Twitter.
§ Find out the impact of your publication beyond 

Google Scholar metrics.



Call to action

1. How will you mobilize knowledge
from Congress this year?

2. Develop your writing goals for the 
rest of the year.

3. Develop a longer-term writing plan: 
1-3 years.
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