University of Calgary
PRISM: University of Calgary's Digital Repository
Conferences

Conference on Postsecondary Learning and Teaching

2015-05-13

Peer led post exam review- a paradigm shift in
undergraduate nursing education
Snell, Diana; Shajani, Zahra
http://hdl.handle.net/1880/50572
Presentation
Downloaded from PRISM: https://prism.ucalgary.ca

Peer led post exam review – a paradigm shift in undergraduate nursing education
May 13, 2015 Roundtable Discussion Topics & Questions
University of Calgary Conference on Postsecondary Learning and Teaching
Diana Snell RN MN dklsnell@ucalgary.ca & Zahra Shajani RN CCHN(c) MPH zshajani@ucalgary.ca

What do you think about the following statements?






Faculty must ensure that they provide each student with the opportunity to review all
exams/quizzes completed by the student.
Students are responsibility for ensuring that they learn the course content and are prepared to
be tested on all content.
The instructor is responsible for teaching all the content that will be tested.
Post exam review is a forum for students to argue their marks.
Post exam review requires faculty to defend and justify exam questions.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS


Do you incorporate post exam review into your courses?
If yes, please explain the process.
If no, please explain.



What are the challenges in providing post exam review to students?



What feedback if any have you received from students about post exam review opportunities?

ABSTRACT
Traditional approaches in nursing education for students to review exam answers involve a one on one
interaction between the student and the educator. Students review exam answers and discuss questions
with the educator. This may be daunting for many students who are uncomfortable with the traditional
instructor centered paradigm of a one on one interaction with educators and therefore may be reluctant
to participate, seek feedback and ask relevant questions pertaining to their knowledge. However, this
may not provide a supportive and effective learning environment for the student to problem solve and
translate knowledge. Increasing student enrollment and faculty shortages are factors that must be
considered when developing meaningful strategies for reviewing exam answers. A peer led post exam
review session, using a constructivist learning approach was implemented with second year course in an
undergraduate nursing program within Canada on two separate occasions. Educator’s facilitated
student centered 20 minute sessions with 12 to 15 students. Each student was provided with their
exam answers as well as a copy of the exam answer key. Students were encouraged to be self‐directed
and actively collaborate with their peers to reflect on their exam answers; identifying areas of strength
and growth. Students were allowed to access additional learning resources relevant to the course
content. The objective of the session was to create a social learning environment for students that
supported peer learning; building their knowledge and capacity to be self‐sustainable in their learning.
Overall both students and educators found this experiential learning meaningful and supportive.
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